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Auon.     On  bill  (H.  R.  4254)  grantiog  a  pension  to  James 

Ablxrtt.     On  bill  (8.  1200)  granting  a  pension  to  Mro.  £.  6.  C 

Adams.     On  memorial  of  C^IIHl     (To  accompany  bOl  S.  974) 

Adldntcm.    On  bill  (8.  1455)  for  the  reUef  of  D.  O 

Adulteration  of  articles  of  food  or  drink.    On  bill  (8. 1876)  to  prohibit  the. 

AsneL     On  bill  (8.  4^5)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  Emily 

AiftV**^     On  bill  (8. 503)  to  increase  the  endowment  of  the  University  of. 

Alabama  National  Guard.    On  Joint  resolution  (8.  Bes.  83)  authorizing 

the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  exchange  of  tents  for  Catling  guns  with 

the 


Alabama  National  Guards.  On  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  244)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  exchange  of  tents  for  Gatling  guns  with 
the 


On  bill  (8.  153)  to  provide  a  civil  government  for 

Alcoholic  liquor  traffic    On  bill  (8.  654)  to  provide  for  a  commission  on 

the  subject  of  the... — 

Algoe.     On  bill  f8.  783)  to  increase  the  pension  of  John 

Allee.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2378)  restoring  to  the  pension-roll  the  name  of 

J<rfin 


Allen.    On  bill  (8.  385)  for  the  relief  of  D.  C ^ 

ADen.     On  bOl  (8.  307)  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  D 

ADen.     On  petition  of  William 

American  products.    On  the  second  branch  of  Senate  resolution  of  Jan 
uaty  22,  1884,  relative  to  discriminations  against  the  importation  of... 

Ammahaie  (or  Ammabe).    On  bill  (8.  1058)  for  the  relief  of  John . 

Andenon.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3625)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Levi 

Appropriations.  Making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  &c  (To 
accompany  bill  H.  R.  4716) 

Appropriations.  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  propose,  in  lieu  of  bills 
8.  347,-594,  and  1700,  an  amendment  to  the  biU  (H.  R.  6770)  making 
^propriationsfor  the  consular  and  diplomatic  service  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1885,  and  ask  its  reference  to  Committee  on... 

Appropriations.  Making  appropriations  for  the  consular  and  diplomatic 
aemce,  Ac    Statement  in  the  nature  of  a  report.     (To  accompany  bill 

H.  R  6770) 

Appivpriations.  Making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fis^  year  ending  June  30, 
1885.      (To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  7069) 
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Subject. 


Appropriations.  On  bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1884,  and  prior  years.  (To  acoompany  bill 
H.  R.7235) 

Arkansas  Mounted  Infantry  Volunteers.  On  bill  (S.  589)  for  the  payment 
of  tiie  Fourth 

Armstrong.    On  biU  (S.  912)  granting  a  pension  to  Henry  A 

Armstrong.     On  bill  (B.  1316)  for  the  relief  of  William  W 

Army.    On  bill  (B.  641)  concerning  details  from  the 

Army.     On  bill  (S.  853)  to  fix  the  rank  of  certain  retired  officers  of  the.. 

Army.  On  bill  (S.  345)  relative  to  promotions  in  the  Medical  Department 
of  the 


Army.  On  bill  (S.  675)  to  extend  the  benefits  of  section  4  of  an  act 
entitled  *^An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1866,"  approved  March  3, 1865 

Army  and  Navy.  On  bill  (S.  1646)  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  author* 
ize  the  settlement  of  the  aooounts  of  officers  of  the.. .,_ 

Arts.  On  bill  (S.  1063)  proposing  to  amend  Revised  Statutes  relating  to 
the  incorporation  of  societies  for  benevolent,  charitable,  educational,  lit- 
erary, musical,  scientific,  religious,  or  missionary  purposes,  including 
societies  for  mutual  improvement  or  the  promotion  of  the 

Ashley.    On  bill  (S.  591 )  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Chester. 

Atlantic  Alcohol  Company.    On  bill  (S.  1861)  for  the  relief  of  the 

Attwater.  On  bill  (H.  R.  204)  granting  a  pension  to  Susan  J.  (To 
acoompany  bill  H.  R.  204) 

Austrian  florin.  On  bill  (S.  459)  to  refund  excessive  duties  caused  by 
extraordinary  overvaluation  of  the,  in  the  year  1878 

Averell.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2487)  for  the  relief  of  Bvt.  M^*.  Gen.  William  W.  . 

Ayres.    On  bill  (S.  530)for  the  relief  of  Henry 


B. 

Babeon.    On  bill  (S.  772)  granting  a  pension  to  Erastus  W 

Bacon.  On  petition  to  sue  for  damages  sustained  by  a  collision  between  the 
United  States  steam-ram  Alarm  and  the  schooner  Addle  B.  (To  ac- 
company bill  S.  748)-. 

Ba^er.    On  bill  ^H.  R.  3606)  granting  a  pension  to  Irene.. 

On  petition  of  Samuel 

On  Dill  (H.  R.  825)  granting  a  pension  to  William  J 

On  petition  of  John  F — 

On  bill  (H.  R.  6786)  granting  a  pension  to  Rivers -— 

On  bill  (S.  689)  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  A 


Baker. 

Baker. 

Ballier. 

Banks. 

Barbour.     __         ,  ,  

Barnard.    On  bill  TH.  R.  943)  granting  a  pension  to  Samuel 

Barnes.    On  bills  (S.  1180  and  H.  R.  1406)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs. 
MaryT , 

Bamett.     On  bill  (S.  707)  srantin^an  increase  of  pension  to  Nicholas  W. 

Barr.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5821)  granlftg  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Susannah  ^ 

Bastin.    On  bill  (S.  1566)  granting  a  pension  to  Martha 

Bateman.    On  bill  (S.  1288)  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  C 

Bates.    On  petition  of  citizens  of  Iowa  in  favor  granting  pension,  to  N.  D. 

Baugh,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Ashton  Butterwor^.    On  the  me- 
morial of  A.  F — 

Baugnees.     On  bill  (S.  445)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  legal  representa- 
tives of  Robert  J 

Bausman.    On  bill  (S.  283)  to  increase  the  pension  of  George  W 

Beaty,  deceased.     On  bill  (S.  1538)  for  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  the  estate  of  James 

Beaumont.    On  bUl  (H.  R.  747)  granting  a  pension  to  Fannie  C.     (Views 
of  the  minority) _. 

Beck,  aaiignee  of  A.  Burwell.    On  bill  (S.  538)  for  relief  of  William  H.. 

Becktel.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3591)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  A 

Bedds  and  others.    On  bill  (S.  804)  for  the  relief  of  William 

Belding.     On  bill  (S.  1570)  for  the  relief  of  H.  K 

Belger.    On  bill  (S.  617)  for  the  relief  of  James - — 
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Berklej.    On  bill  (S.  1259)  grantiiig  arreara  of  pension  to  W.  N 

Bemard.    On  bills  (H.  R.  4"^  and  S.  455)  granting  a  pension  Alexander 

Saint 

BettB,  Nichols  A  Co.     On  biU  (S.  1237)  for  the  relief  of. 

Beyland.    On  bill  (S.  547)  granting  a  pension  to  John  C.  F 

RgJy.    On  bill  (S.  536)  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  N.  J 

Bills  of  exchange  drawn  in  foreign  countries  on  persons,  firms,  and  corpora- 

tioos  in  the  United  States.    On  bill  (S.  344)  to  regnlate  the  payment  of. 

I&er.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4970)  for  the  relief  of  Nancy 

Blair.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2984)  granting  a  pension  to  ApoUine  A 

Blair.    On  petition  of  Samuel  M 

Blake.    On  bill  (8.  1758)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M 

Blake.    On  bill  (S.  1631 )  for  the  relief  of  John  W .'.__ 

Blake.    On  bill  (H.  R.  591)  granting  a  pension  to  W.  H 

Blancbet    On  bill  (S.  958)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  AugnsturD.. 
Bleecker.    On  bill  (S.  1335)  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  account^  of 

the  late  J.  V.  B ..-. _ 

31inn.    On  bill  (H.  R.  351)  for  the  relief  of  Heniy  Z 

Boddy.    On  bill  (S.  271)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Louisa 

Boia  Blanc  in  the  State  of  Michigan.     On  bill  (S.  1449)  to  provide  for  the 

aaleof  t^e  military  reserration  on  the  island  of -- 

Bolar.    On  bill  (S.  1398)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Andrew  J.. 
BoliTar.    On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  43)  for  the  erection  of  a  bronze 

equestrian  statue  to  Simon. , 

Bostater.    On  bills  (H.  R.  4440  and  S.  1421 )  granting  a  pension  to  John. . 

Bowcn.    On  bill  (8.  1626)  for  the  relief  of  ^lliam 

Boyle,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Marcus  Radich,  deceased.     On  the 

petition  of  T.  J.     (To  accompany  bill  S.  975) 

Bradbury.    On  petition  of  Dr.  P.  W - 

Bradbury.    On  bills  (S.  2166  and  H.  R.  875)  granting  a  pension  to  P.  W_ . 
Brewster.    On  bill  (S.  651)  to  authorize  the  I^resident  to  restore  to  his 

former  rank  in  the  Army  Charles _- 

Brewster.    On  bill  (S.  651)  to  authorize  the  President  to  restore  to  bis 

former  rank  in  the  Army  Charles 

Brewster.    On  the  petition  of  Charlotte _ 

Bridge  at  or  near  Georgetown.     (On  bill  S.  1447. )    {See  Potomac  Riyer)  _ . 

Bridger.    On  bill  (S.  380)  for  the  relief  of  James 

Brisbine.    On  bill  (H.  R.  6542)  granting  a  pension  to  Harriets 

Brisbois.    On  biU  (S.  1119)  for  the  relief  of  John  W 

Brooson.    On  bill  (S.  359)  granting  a  pension  to  Samuel  P 

Brooks.    On  bill  (S.  1656)  wanting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Thomas  S 

Broome.    On  bill  (S.  1726)  granting  a  pension  to  John  M 

Brott    On  bill  (S.  2005)  authorizing  the  Court  of  Claims  to  investigate 

the  claim  of  Creorge  F  ._ 

Brown.    On  petition  of  George _ 

Brown.    On  bill  (S.  2244)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

Brown  and  others.     On  bill  (8.  337)  granting  pensions  to  Wilson  W 

Browne.    On  bill  f  H.  R.  1751 )  increasing  the  pension  of  William  R 

Browne.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1751)  increasing  the  pension  of  William  R 

BrownelL    On  bill  (S.  773)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Kady... 

Buck.    On  petition  of  citizens  of  Middlesex,  Vt.,  for  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion to  William  H.  H 

Bullard.    On  bill  (S.  1173)  granting  a  pension  to  Catharine 

Bullock,  deceased.     On  biU  (S.  1629)  giving  a  military  record  to  John  C. 

Bandy.    On  bill  (S.  643)  for  the  relief  of  Martin  L 

Burch.    On  biU  (S.  1744)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Martha  L 

Burchard.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1800)  for  the  relief  of  J.  L.-l 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor.     On  bill  (S.  140)  to  establish  a 

Burnett.    On  bill  (S.  1388)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  General 

WardB 

Burnett.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4682)  granting  a  pension  to  Ward  B.  (Views  of 

the  minority) 

Burrington.    On  petition  of  Anna 
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Vol. 


Bnrwell.    On  bill  (S.  97f)  for  the  relief  of  Mre.  Priacilla  W 

Borwell.    On  bill  (S.  972)  for  the  relief  of  Priacilla  W 

Byera  &  Go.     On  bill  (S.  938)  confirming  the  right  to  take  and  use  water 

"from  the  UmatUla  River,  on  the  Umatilla  I&servation,  in  Or^on,  to 

W.S -. 


Oaddj.    On  bill  (8.  1694)  granting  a  pension  to  Charles 

Cadis.    On  bill  (8.  928)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah 

Cage,  and  the  minor  heirs  of  Alberto.  Cage.    On  bill  (S.  631)  forthe  relief 

of  Duncan  S - 

Caffey.    On  bill  (S.  513)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

Caldwell,  administratrix  of  John  H.  CaldwelL    On  bill  (S.  678)  for  the 

relief  of  Amelia  B - 

Caldwell.    On  bill  (H.  R.  554)  granting  a  pension  to  Joseph  T 

California.    On  bUl  (S.  809)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of. 

California.    On  bill  (S.  2191)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of 

Callahan,  of  Huntsville,  Ala.    On  bill  (S.  1034)  for  the  relief  of  Mr 

Cameron.    On  bUl  (S.  1347)  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  loss  of 

the  Gk>yemment  steamer  J.  Don - 

Camp  Douglas  Militaiy  Reservation  in  the  Territory  of  Utah.    On  bill 

(S.  478)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  relinquish  to  the  Interior 

Department  certain  parts  of  the 

Canfield.    On  bill  (S.  996)  granting  a  pension  to  David  C 

Cannon,  tents,  and  muskets.    On  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  209)  granting 

to  ex-Union  soldiers  for  reunion  purposes  the  use  of 

Capella.    On  petition  of  Miguel.-- 

Carlyle.     On  bill  (S.  375)  for  the  relief  of  George  H... 

Carran.    On  bill  (S.  936)  granting  a  pension  to  Philenda 

Carroll.     On  bill  (S.  2092)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sallie 

Carson.    On  bill  (S.  12)  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 

Carter.    On  bUl  (8.  831)  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Robert 

Cassard.     On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  63)  in  relation  to  Augustus  J 

Cassidy.    On  bill  (8.  298)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Margaret 

Caswell.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2473)  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  A 

Cator,  surviving  partner  of  the  firm  of  Aymar  &  Co.    On  bill  (8. 1665)  for 

thereliefof  John  W 

Cavendish.    On  joint  resolution  (8.  Res.  60)  granting  condemned  cannon 

to  the  town  of _ - -- 

Chaplains  in  the  Army.     On  bill  (8.  469)  to  increase  the  pay  of 

Chapman.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5686)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  J 

Charlotte,  N.  C.    On  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  236)  to  loan  flags.  Sec,  to 

the  city  of - - 

Chase.    On  bill  (S.  1603)  to  increase  the  pension  of  James  J 

Chatfield.    On  bill  (S.  1299)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Alonzo  B 

Chawning.     On  bill  (8.  1270)  for  .the  relief  of  Mrs.  Mary  H 

Cherokee  Reservation.    On  bill  (S.  1574)  relative  to  the 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railway.  On  bill  (8.  1212)  to  authorize  the  exten- 
sion of  the - 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railway  Company.    On  bill  ( H.  R.  4977)  to  authorize 

the  extension  of  the...^ 

Cheshire.     On  bill  (H.  R.  5258)  granting  a  pension  to  Thomas..- 

Chewniug.     On  bill  (H.  R.  837)  granting  a  pension  to  Reuben  J — 

Chippewa  Indians.    On  bill  (8. 1564)  providing  for  the  allotment  of  lands 

in  severalty  to  certain 

Chouteau.    On  bill  (8.  371)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  P 

Cinnabar  and  Clark's  Fork  Railroad  Company.     On  bill  (8. 1373)  granting 

right  of  way  to  the — - 

Citizens*  Bank  of  Louisiana.    On  bill  f  8.  85)  for  the  relief  of  the 

Citizens*  Bank  of  Louisiana.     On  bill  (8.  85)  for  the  relief  of  the.     Views 

of  the  minority.     (Part  2) _ - 

Claims  reported  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  United  States  as  allowed 

under  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  and  acts  amendatory  thereof. 
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Clark.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4694)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

Clark.  On  bill  (S.  2105)  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
appoint  and  place  on,  the  retired  list,  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Navy, 
Faned  Assistant  Engineer  Nathan  B 

Clark  A  Co.     On  bill  (S.  1384)  for  the  relief  of  James  S 

Clark  and  Sayles  J.  Bowen.    On  bill  (S.  1274)  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  B. 

Clements.     On  bill  (H.  R.  570)  granting  a  pension  to  M.  H 

aond.    On  bill  (S.  260)for  the  relief  of  James 

Cochian.    On  biU  (S.  1481)  for  the  relief  of  O.  L 

CogBwelL     On  bill  (S.  54)  for  the  relief  of  Wilbur  F 

Ook>ndo.    On  bill  (S.  74)  for  the  reUef  of  the  State  of. 

Colored  people.  On  bill  (S.  1464)  creating  a  commission  to  inquire  into 
sod  report  upon  the  material,  industrial,  and  intellectual  progress  made 
by  the _ 


Collins.    On  bill  (8.  1122)  for  reUef  of  Michael  H 

Combe  and  others.  On  bill  (S.  870)  for  the  relief  of  R.  G.  (To  accompany 
WltoS.  870 and  2260)-_ 

Comprobat     On  biU  (8.  1463)  for  the  relief  of  David 

Comstock.     On  bill  (S.  1242)  for  the  reUef  of  Elizabeth 

Copgo  countxy,  in  Afirica.  On  S.  Mis.  Doc  59  and  S.  Joint  Res.  68  reUit- 
ingtoihe — 

OaDgPWHJqnal  elections.     (See  Federal  elections) , 

Owmdlly.     On  bill  (H.  R.  2858)  for  the  relief  of  John 

CoDslituticm  of  the  United  States.  On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  19)  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the - - . - — , 

Cook.    On  bill  (S.  1530)  for  the  reUef  of  the  estate  of  John 

Cook.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5068)  for  the  reUef  of  Magdalena 

Cook.    On  bill  (S.  665)  for  the  relief  of  Patrick 

Cooper.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5889)  granting  a  pension  to  Alonzo 

Cooper,  deceased.  On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  39)  correcting  the  mili- 
tary record  of  Wickliffe— _ - 

Copiah  County,  Mississippi.    On  inyestigation  of  alleged  occurrences  in.. 

Cc^iUh  County,  MiasiBsippi.  On  investigation  of  alleged  occurrences  in. 
Vieivsof  the  minority.     (Part2) . 

Coibin.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4526)  granting  a  pension  toAnn 

Cnbin.    On  bill  (S.  427)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  G 

Coronna,  Taussig  &  Co.    On  bill  (S.  453)  for  the  relief  of. 

Coite  de  Madera  del  Presidio.  On  bill  (S.  2124)  relative  to  the  land  in 
Marin  County,  California,  known  as — 

Cooit  of  Claims.  On  Senate  resolution  of  February  7, 1884,  referring  cer- 
tain billa  and  jietitions  to  the... 

Ciane.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1930)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Nicoll.. 

CiaDsUm.     On  bill  (S.  514)  for  the  relief  of  S.  B 

Cnven.  On  bill  (S.  1228)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mrs.  Marie 
Louise 


Cnwford.     On  bill  (H.  R.  4457)  granting  a  pension  to  J.  6... 

Cicoflhaw.     OnbUl  (S.  389)  for  the  relief  of  A.  L.  H 

Croan.    On  bill  (S.  461)  granting  a  pension  to  Warren 

Crocker.    OnbUl  (S.  862)  for  the  relief  of  Uriel 

Crook.    On  bill  (S.  458)  for  the  relief  of  WiUiam  H 

Croder.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1965)  granting  a  pension  to  John  A _. 

Cradington.    On  bill  (S.  921)  tor  the  relief  of  Elijah 

Cmmpacker.     On  bill  (S.  682)  to  rerate  the  pension  of  Zelora 

Commingi  &  Co.     On  bill  (S.  70)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M 

Cummins.    On  bill  (H.  R.  314)  for  the  relief  of  John  W 

Calley.    On  biU  (H.  R.  1615)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Lang- 
ley  B.... -.- , 

Cumingbam.     On  bill  (S.  202)  for  the  lelief  of  John  L 

Cotter.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3188)  granting  a  pension  to  Amanda 
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IMcota.    On  bill  (S.  1682)  relative  to  the  admission  into  the  Union  of 
the  Territory  of. 320 

*Ia  Ilea  of  No.  1,  which  wm  roooimnittod  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  Beceqiber  10, 
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Dalzel.    On  petition  of  James  M 

Dame.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3307)  granting  a  pension  to  Harriet  P 

Danville,  Ya.  On  Senate  resolations  of  January  29  and  February  4, 1864, 
relative  to  events  connected  with  the  election  at 

Danville,  Ya.  ^  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire  into  all  the  circum- 
stances of,  and  connected  vnth,  the  alleged  massacre  of  colored  men  at. 

Danville,  Ya.  On  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire  into  all  the  circum- 
stances o^  and  connected  with,  the  alleged  massacre  of  colored  men  at. 
Yiews  of  the  minority.     (Part  2) 

Davidson.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2252)  granting  a  pension  to  Christopher  P 

Davis.     On  biU  (H.  R.  328)  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  T 

Davis.  On  bills  (H.  R.  436i3  and  S.  1226)  granting  an  increase  of  pension 
of  Dr.  Samuel 

Davrson.    On  petition  of  Joseph 

Day.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4706)  for  the  relief  of  Charlotte 

Day.    On  bill  (8.  86)  for  the  relief  of  L.  Madison _ 

Day.     On  bill  (H.  R.  4188)  granting  a  pension  to  William  W 

Dayton.    On  bill  (H.  R.  10^)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah 

Dear,  deceased.  On  bill  (S.  644)  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of 
John  W i 

Dear.  On  bill  (S.  644}  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  the  estate 
of  John  W ^ 

Dederick.     On  bill  (S.  1019)  for  the  relief  of  Peter  K 

Delia  Torre,  heirs  of  Peter  Delia  Torre.  On  bill  (S.  294)  for  the  relief  of 
Frank  and  SusanF _ 

Dennis.    On  bill  (S.  917)  granting  a  pension  to  Alida 

Desertion.  On  bill  (H.  R.  4383)  to  relieve  certain  soldiers  from  the 
charge  of - — 

Des  Moines  River  lands.     On  bill  (S.  559)  to  quiet  title  of  settlers  on  the. 

Dickinson.     On  bill  (S.  276)  for  the  relief  of  Perez 

Dickson.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1391)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  Eliza 

Dickson.     On  bill  (H.  R.  2017)  granting  a  pension  to  Walter 

District  of  Columbia.    On  biU  (S.  729)  for  protection  of  children  in  the. 

District  of  Columbia.  On  bill  (S.  1104)  relating  to  the 

District  of  Columbia.  On  bill  (S.  754)  in  regard  to  the  conveyance  and  de- 
vise of  real  estate  in... - _.- 

Dodge.  On  Senate  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  investigate  the  issue  of  scrip  to  the  heirs  of  Israel 

Dodge.     On  bill  (S.  1339)  for  the  relief  of  WUliam  C 

Dodge.     On  bill  (S.  1832)  for  the  relief  of  William  C 

Donahue.     On  bill  (S.  784)  granting  a  pension  to  James  S 

Donovan.     On  bill  (S.  349)  for  the  relief  of  Daniel _ 

Dougherty.     On  bill  (S.  905)  granting  a  pension  to  Hugh 

Douglas  Military  Reservation  m  the  Territory  of  Utah.  On  bill  ^.  478) 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  relinquish  to  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment certain  parts  of  the  Camp _ 

Dresser.   On  bill  (H.  R.  1065)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  George  F. 

Droney.     On  bill  (H.  R.  759)  granting  a  pension  to  Patrick 

Dunbar.     On  bill  (S.  993)  for  the  relief  of  Maria  G 

Durrant     On  bill  (H.  R.  5457)  granting  a  pension  to  Alicia 

Duties.     On  bill  (S.  719)  for  the  refunding  of  excess  of.     {See  Sugars) . .  _ 

Dwight  and  the  le^  representatives  of  Henry  W.  Taylor.  For  the  relief  of 
Dtmiel  A.. -- - - 

Dye.     On  bill  (H.  R.  6589)  for  the  relief  of  Asa 


Eastman.     On  bill  (S.  368)  for  the  relief  of  Oscar _ 

Eaton.    On  bill  (S.  468)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary  K.  S. 

Education.     On  bill  S.  398.     (See  Schools) 

Education  and  labor.     On  bill  S.  1464.    (See  Colored  people)  .^ 

Eight-hour  law.     On  bill  (S.  2170)  relating  to  the 

Elliott.     On  bill  (S.  535)  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  George  F 
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Dlk    On  bill  (H.  R.  2979)  grantiiig  a  pension  to  Nancy 

EUiflon.    On  memorial  of  Thomas  C.     (To  accompany  bill  S.  1055) 

Emeiy.    On  biU  (S.  399)  for  the  reUef  of  Albert  H 

Eoligh,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  deceased. 

On  petition  of  T.  M 

Erben,  United  States  Navy.    On  bill  (S.  1385)  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Henry. 
Emn.    OnbiU{S.  1025)  for  the  reHef  of  William... 

F. 

ndin.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1076)  granting  a  pension  to  Miles  B 

Federal  elections.  On  bill  (S.  408)  concerning.  (Toaccompany  bills  S.  408 
ind2328) 

Fenloo.    On  bill  (S.  444)  for  the  relief  of  Edward 

Fottcke.    On  bill  (H.  R.  836)  granting  a  pension  to  John  C 

Feoton.    On  bill  (S.  1103)  for  the  relief  WUliam  H 

Fkdler.  On  bill  (S.  223)  and  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  2)  relating  to  the 
claim  of  Helen  M - _ _ 

Fields.    On  petition  of  James 

Fiist  National  Bank  of  Marion,  Iowa.     On  bill  (S.  2230)  (or  the  relief  of. . 

Fixst  Natknial  Bank  of  Newton,  Massachusetts.  On  bill  (S.  1331)  for  the 
relief  of  the _ 

Fint  National  Bank.  Onbill(S.  1302)  for  thereliefofthe  Portland  (Oregon). 

First  UnitedStates  Artillery.  On  bill  (S.  1586)  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving 
munbers  of  Company  G... _ _.. 

Rsh.    On  bill  (8.  254)  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  L 

FSah  and  fisheries  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  On  bill  (S.  155)  for  the  pro- 
tection of. 

Fish  in  the  Potomac    On  bill  (H.  R.  3108)  to  protect  the 

Fbher.    On  bill  (S.  1147)  to  complete  the  military  record  of  Alexander.  . 

Fisheries  on  the  Atlantic  coast    On  bill  (S.  155)  for  the  protection  of 

Fltkin.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1986)  granting  a  pension  to  Frank  F 

Fitxgerild.    On  bill  (H.  R.  282)  to  reinstate  on  the  pension-roll  Cornelius. 

Flittk.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3669)  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  M 

Flagg.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3238)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Ellen  M 

Fletcher.    On  bill  (S.  542)  for  the  relief  of  John 

Fletcher.    On  petition  of  John — 

Florence  Masonic  Lodge,  No.  14.    On  bill  (8. 1568)  for  the  relief  of  the. . . 

Florida.  On  bill  (S.  230)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
settle  Uie  claim  of  the  State  of 

Flake.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5909)  granting  additional  pension  to  Oeorge  H... 

Foley.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4530)  granting  a  pension  to  Patrick 

Ford.    On  bill  (S.  978)  to  rerate  the  pension  of  John  A... 

Ford.    On  bill  (S.  783)  for  the  relief  of  WUliam  G 

Ford,  administrator  of  John  6.  Robinson,  deceased.  On  bill  (S.  864)  for 
the  relief  of  William  G... _ j. 

Foreign  relations.     On  bill  (S.  1158)  for  the  repression  of  the  opium  traffic. 

FWeign  tariff  On  the  second  branch  of  Senate  resolution  of  January 
22, 1884,  relative  to  discriminations  against  the  importation  of  American 
products - _ _ 

Foreignere  and  aliens  under  contract  to  perform  labor  in  the  United  States. 
On  bill  (H.  R.  2550)  to  prohibit  the  importation  and  migration  of 

Fort  Bidwell  Military  Reservation  for  cemetery  purposes.  On  bill  (S. 
1845)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  set  apart  certain  lands  at  the. 

Fort  Hays  (Kansas)  Military  Reservation.  On  bill  (H.  R.  578)  to  author- 
ize the  sale  of  acertain  portion  of  the 

Fort  Selden  Military  Reservation.  On  bill  (S.  206)  granting  the  Rio 
Gnnde,  Mexico  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  right  of  way  through  the. 

Fort  Smith,  Arkansas.    On  bill   (S.  768)  for  the  relief  of  the  National 

Bank  of  Western  Arkansas,  at J 

Foster.    On  bill  (H.  R.  6766)  reUting  to  the  pension  of  the  widow  of 

Maj.  Gen.  JohnG.     (Views  of  the  minority) _ 

Foster.  On  bill  (H.  R.  6770)  proposing  an  amendment  making  an  ap- 
propriation to  compensate  John  W 
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Fourth  of  July  claims.     (Se«  Claims) - 

Frailey  and  De  Verne.    On  bill  (S.  1393)  for  the  relief  of. 

Frambes  and  others.     On  petition  of  Maylon  C -- 

Francesco.     On  bill  (8.  1033)  for  the  relief  of  Eliza 

Franklin,  executor  of  the  last  will  of  John  Armfield.    On  bill  (S.  491)  for 

the  relief  of  John  W 

Fraser.    On  bill  (S.  830)  for  the  relief  of  John 

Freeman.    On  bill  (8.  1526)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A 

French.    On  petition  of  Mary  J 

French  spoliation  claims.     On  bill  (8.  250  )relating  to  the 

Frick.     On  bill  (8.  1920)  to  anthorize  the  President  to  appoint  as  an 

assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Army  Dr.  A.  P 

Frick.    On  bill  (8.  82)  for  the  relief  of  Geoige 

Fuller.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5795)  increasing  the  pension  of  Charles  A 

G. 

Oalbraith.  On  petition  of  citizens  of  Iowa  in  &Tor  of  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  David 

Galbraith.     On  bill  (H.  R.  4818)  for  the  reUef  of  Rose  Ann 

Galloup.    On  bill  (H.  R.  555)  granting  a  pension  to  John « 

Gamble.    On  bill  (8.  436)  for  the  relief  of  William  J 

Gano.    On  bill  (8.  587)  gnuiting  a  pension  to  Phineais 

General  Land  Office.    On  bill  (8.  554)  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the... 

General  Land  Office.  On  bill  (8.  502)  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Com- 
missioner and  to  create  certain  offices  in  the 

Georgia.     On  bill  fS.  595)  to  repay  the  State  of. 

Georgia.  On  bill  (8.  601)  to  provide  for  the  hearing  and  determining  of 
certain  claims  of  the  State  of_ 

Georgia.    On  bill  (8. 1948)  to  require  the  payment  of  cash  to  the  State  of.  . 

Gibson.    On  bill  (8.  922)  for  the  reUef  of  John 

Gilmore.    On  bill  (8.  2321)  for  the  relief  of  Bessie  8 

Ginesi.    On  bill  (8.  571)  for  the  relief  of  C 

Ginn.    On  petition  of  Anna.    (To  accompany  8.  2350) «. 

Glasgow,  Mo.    On  bill  (8.  382)  for  the  relief  of  the  city  of. 

Glass.    On  bill  (8.  662)  relative  to  Commander  Henry 

Glick.    On  bill  (8.  1971)  granting  Sk  pension  to  Mrs.  Catharine  H 

Goddard.     On  bill  (H.  R.  5544)  for  the  relief  of  Laura 

Golden.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5070)  granting  a  pension  to  Temple 

Golladay  and  John  W.  Bowling.    On  bill  (S.  171)  for  the  relief  of  J.  8.. 

Gordon.     On  bill  (8.  650)  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 

Governors  of  Territories.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4713)  relating  to  appointment  of. 

Goyaux.    On  bill  (8.  588)  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Lucien 

Grammar.  On  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Howell  County,  Missouri,  asking 
that  a  pension  be  granted  to  John  W __ _ 

Grand  Army  Poets.  On  bill  (8.  1219)  to  donate  condemned  cannon  to 
various... 


No. 


656 

282 

165 

57 

41 

69 

623 

556 

306 

446 

55 

822 


790 
628 
866 
92 
28 
150 

151 
124 

207 
592 
184 
789 
113 
809 

22 
140 
783 
889 
692 
492 

83 
496 
516 

717 

248 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

H.  Graham  Postof  the 249 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Department  of  Michigan.    On  bill  (8. 2076) 

to  donate  condemned  cannon-balls  to  Post  41 507 

Grant.     On  bill  (S.  1972)  for  the  relief  of  Edway  A 681 

Gray.     On  bill  (8.  1339)  granting  a  pension  to  Frank 467 

Gray.     On  bill  (S.  1208)  for  the  relief  of  WillUm  G 739 

Grivot.     On  bill  (8.  87)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Maurice 68 

Groves.     On  bill  (8.  1593)  granting  a  pension  to  Joseph - '  448 

Guilbeau.     On  bill  (8.  520)  for  the  relief  of  Francis 122 

Gwynne.     On  bill  (8.  1360)  granting  a  pension  to  Nina  D 412 


Vol. 


Haeberle.    On  bill  (8.  1865)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Minna |    723 

Hagadom.    On  petition  of  F.  L ,    308 
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Hale,  administrator.     On  bill  (S.  1254)  for  the  relief  of  Apollos 

Haley.    On  bill  (S.  708)  for  the  relief  of  William  D 

Hall.   OnbiU  (a  473)  for  the  relief  of  Francis... 

Hall.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2091)  granting  a  pension  to  Rebecca 

HalL    On  bill  (S.  1430)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  C 

HaU.    On  biU  (S.  788)  for  the  relief  of  Warren 

Hamlin.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2070)  granting  a  pension  to  Decatur 

Hammer.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1977)  for  the  relief  of  Maria  L 

Hancock,  administrator  of  J.  J.  Pulliman,  deceased,  for  the  relief  of  W.  J 

Harbin.    On  bill  (S.  1099)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  M 

Harp.    On  bUl  (8.  1177)  granting  an  increase  of  pensiofti  to  Oeoigetta... 

Hargmve.    On  bill  (S.  361)  granting  a  pension  to  John  C 

Haiper's  Ferry.  On  bill  (H.  R.  1628)  authorizing  and  directing  sale  of 
the  real  estate  and  riparian  rights  now  owned  by  the  United  States  at.. 

Haniman.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5485)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Samantha.. 

Harris.  On  bills  (S.  1325  and  H.  R.  2136)  granting  an  increase  of  pen- 
non toMftrtin  C-— -. - 

Harris.    On  bill  fH.  R.  433)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Simpson 

Hanison.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2325)  granting  a  pension  to  Helen  M 

Hart    On  bill  (8. 567j  for  the  relief  of  John  A 

Harr^.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1491)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  L 

HaskdL    On  bill  (S.  1627)  granting  a  pension  to  Flavia  A 

Haririns.     On  bill  (S.  429)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Laura  C.  T. 

HMelL    On  bill  (a  1118)  forthe  relief  of  Louisa  H 

Hanell.    On  bill  (H.  R.  6085)  granting  a  pension  to  John  A 

Hatfield.     On  biU  (S.  295)  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  G 

Hawaiian  Islands.  On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  27)  relating  to  the  reci- 
procity treaty  of  January  30,  1875,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
King  of  the 

Hawaiian  Islands.  On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  27)  relating  to  the  reci- 
procity treaty  of  January  30,  1875,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
King  of  the.     (Part  2) 

Hawk.  On  bill  (S.  1437)  to  remove  the  charge  of  desertion  from  the 
inilitaiy  record  of  David  A 

Hawk.    On  bill  (H.  R.  284)  forthe  reUef  of  Mary  G 

Hawkins.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2358)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

Hawkins.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3838)  granting  a  pension  to  Theodore  C 

Hawley  A  Sons.    On  bUl  (S.  1170)  for  the  reUef  of  Richard 

Hays.    OnbiU  (a  939)  for  the  relief  of  Ezra 

Hays.    Onbm(S.  356)  for  the  reUef  of  Millie  E 

Henderson.    On  bill  (H.  R.  503)  granting  a  pension  to  Hiram  C 

HenderMO.    On  petition  of  Biatilda .— -. 

Heniy.    On  bill  ^H.  R.  2425)  granting  a  pension  to  Catharine 

Henry.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4767)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  A 

Heory  and  others.    On  bill  (S.  537)  for  the  relief  of  J.  A v 

Hercher.    On  bill  (S.  2193)  granting  a  pension  to  Ferdinand 

Bern.    On  bill  (S.  1444)  granting  a  pension  to  William  J 

HilL    On  bill  {9,  1419)  for  the  relief  of  Rupert  G 

Hilliard.    On  bill  (S.  1363)  granting  a  pension  to  Frank  S 

Hillman.    On  bill  (8.  1859)  granting  a  pension  to  Clarinda  S 

Hinman.    On  bill  (a  1676)  granting  a  pension  to  John  F 

HimL    On  bill  (S.  745)  granting  a  pension  to  Lewis 

Hobson.    On  bill  (8.  677)  for  the  relief  of  Hadley 

Hogarty.    On  bOl  (S.  642)  for  the  relief  of  William  P 

HoUyfleld.    On  bill  (8.  485)  granting  a  pension  to  L.  V 

H<dioyd.    On  bill  (S.  1366)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth 

Hopperton.    On  bill  (S.  1225)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary 

Horan.    On  bill  (H.  R.  283)  granting  a  pension  to  Patrick 

Horgon.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4164)  for  the  relief  of  Ellen | 

Horwitz,  trustee  of  C.  D.  De  Ford  &  Ck>.    On  bill  (S.  562)  for  relief  of...  I 

House  of  Representatives.  Authorizing  the  alteration  of  a  word  in  the 
enrolled  bm  (H.  R.  2344)  for  the  reUef  of  Melissa  G.  Polar I 


No.   Vol. 


216 

2 

105 

1 

52 

1 

869 
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777 
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269 
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890 
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792 
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520 
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309 
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740 
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54 
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817 
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646 
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610 

7 

196 
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7 

765 
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258 
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273 
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810 

7 

119 
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76 


76 

439 
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815 
530 
274 
202 

77 
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370 
798 
852 

17 
644 
664 
386 
509 
685 
480 
163 
677 
157 
260 
440 
560 
602 
639 
502 

716 
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Subject. 


Howard. 

Howard. 

Hnckaby 

Haeeted. 

Hughes. 

Hammer. 


On  bUl  (H.  R.  ^1)  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  M. 


On  bill  (S.  1071)  for  the  relief  of  James  R 

On  biU  (S.  1267)  for  the  relief  of  Alfred 

On  bill  (S.  615)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  Wellington  Y 

On  bill  (S.  314)  granting  a  pension  to  John  C 

On  bill  (S.  1176)  granting  a  pension  to  John  K 

Hunt.     On  bill  (S.  1290)  granting  a  pension  to  William  H 

Hunter.     On  bill  (H.  R.  3493)  granting  a  pension  to  Ann 

Hunter.     On  bill  (H.  R.  1897)  granting  a  pension  to  Catherine 

Hurst.     On  bill  (S.  968)  for  the  relief  of  Fielding 

Husband.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5894)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary  Morris.. 


Idaho.  On  bill  (S.  1304)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to' ascertain 
the  expensea  incurred  in  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  by  the 
Territorial  authorities  and  the  people  of. _ _ 

Indian  Territory  and  the  State  of  Texas.  On  bill  (K.  R.  1565)  to  author- 
ize the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  run  and  mark  the  boundtury 
lines  between  a  portion  of  the ■ __ 

Indians  who  were  parties  to  the  treaty  at  Buffalo  Creek,  New  York.  On 
bill  (S.  467)  to  provide  for  a  settlement  with  the _ 

Ingersol.     On  petition  of  Norman  J ._ 

Inspector-General's  Dei>artment  of  the  Army.  On  bill  (H.  R.  1017)  in 
relation  to  the __ _ .__ 

Iowa  Indian  Reservation  in  the  States  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  On  bill 
(S.  1108)  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the 

Irvine  &  F^eld.     On  petition  of  the  personal  representatives  of-- 

Irving.     On  bill  (H.  R.  6677)  to  increase  the  pension  of  William 


Jacobs.    On  petition  of  Mrs.  Electa  W _ 

Jacobs.     On  petition  of  Enoch.     (To  accompany  bill  S.  1983) 

Jaeger.     On  bill  (S.  439)  forthe  relief  of  (Jeorge  A 

Jarboe.     On  bill  (S.  279)  granting  apension  to  Alfred  M 

Jarratt.     On  bill  (S.  492)  for  the  relief  of  Sallie- _ 

Jeannette.     On  bill  (S.  1039)  for  the  relief  of  the  survivors  of,  and  the 

widows  and  children  of  those  who  perished  in  the  retreat  from  the 

wreck  of  the  exploring  steamer 

Jeffers.     On  bill  (1337)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Lucy  L.  G 

Jeffrey.     On  bill  (S.  756)  for  the  relief  of  Rosa  Yertney 

Jehle.     On  bill  (S.  777)  granting  a  pension  to  Albert 

Jennings.     On  bill  (S.  510)  for  the  relief  of  B - -. 

Jobes.     On  bill  (S.  1696)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Richard 

Jobes.     On  bill  (H.  R.  6530)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Richard 

Johnson  and  others.     On  bill  (S.  2099)  for  the  relief  of  Hiram 

Jones.     On  bill  (S.  1222)  for  the  relief  of  John... 

Jones.     On  bill  (S.  269)  for  the  relief  of  M.  P 

Jones.     On  bill  (H.  R.  394)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary  C 

Jones.     On  bill  (S.  273)  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of 

Thomas ^ 

Joyce.     On  bill  (S.  837)  for  the  relief  of  Mary.. _ 

Judge-advocates.     On  bill  (S.  899)  to  provide  promotion  in  the  corps  of. 

(To  accompany  bills  S.  899  and  1541) 

Judge-advocates.     On  bills  (S.  838,  899, 1541)  to  provide  promotions  in 

the  corps  of 

Judges.     On  bill  (S.  178)  to  repeal  section  714  of  the  Revised  Statutes 

allowing  pensions  to 

Judicial  districts  in  the  State  of  Texas.     On  bill  (H.  R.  6074)  to  change 

the  eastern  and  northern 

JudHon.     On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  3)  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 

children  of  John  W... - 


616 
587 
285 
259 
85 
218 
722 
884 
799 
349 
710 


407 


576 

761 
450 
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232 

48 
888 


268 

419 

34 

84 

333 


143 
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396 

89 
198 
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296 
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123 

82 

189 

221 
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Vol. 


Kalcr.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2312)  granting  a  pension  to  Almira  B 

Kine.    Onbai(H.  R.  6529)  for  the  relief  of  John — 

KansM.  On  bill  (S.  1527)  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  deliver  four 
pieoes  of  Napoleon  gans  to  the  governor  of — 

Kaiisas.  On  bill  (S.'551)  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over 
oertain  unorganized  territory  south  of  the  State  of. 

Kums  City,  Fort  Scott  and  Gulf  Railroad  Company.  On  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  Res.  21)  for  the  relief  of  the 

Kdky.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1056)  granting  a  pension  to  Honora 

Kdlogg.    On  bill  (S.  546)  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Col.  Lyman  M-_ 

Kdlj.    On  bill  (S.  909)  to  increase  pension  to  Martin - 

Eeoo&ky.    On  petition  of  Martin.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1596) 

Keys.    OnbUl  (8.  1798)  for  the  relief  of  Edward  L 

K^  West,  Fla.  On  bill  (S.  779)  for  a  survey  and  estimate  for  a  railroad 
from  the  mainland  to _. 

Rilpatrick.  On  bills  (H.  R.  4707  and  S.  1657)  granting  a  pension  to 
Ltmisay.  de 

King.    On  bill  (H.  R.  267)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

King.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2049)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

Kingsbury.    On  bill  (S.  1140)  for  the  relief  of  Lieut.  George  W _. 

Kinkead.    On  bill  (S.  1580)  for  the  reUef  of  John  H _ 

Kinney,  administrator  of  I^vid  Ballentine.  On  bill  (S.  392)  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph. — _ _- _ 

Kiik.    On  bill  (S.  962)  granting  a  pension  to  James  M 

Knowles.    On  bill  (S.  1107)  for  the  relief  of  John  A 

Kookle.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4568)  granting  a  pension  to  Andrew  J 

Knmer.  On  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  17)  authorizing  the  appointment 
and  retirement  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  of  Samuel 


L. 


On  bill  (a  140)  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Statistics  of..^.. 

Lally.    On  bill  (S.  1181)  granting  a  pension  to  Ann 

Land  grants.    On  biU  (S.  1445)  relating  to  forfeited 

Undram.    On  bill  (8.  1719)  to  rerate  the  pension  of  Lawrence  P.  H 

Lands.    On  bill  (S.  60)  to  declare  subject  to  taxation  certain 

Lansins  (Mich.)  Women's  Soldiers'  Monument  Association.    On  bill  (S. 

2075)  granting  condemned  cannon  to  the 

I^nffer.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1075)  granting  a  pension  to  Caroline 

Unter.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2400)  for  the  relief  of  Judith 

Lawlcr.    On  bill  (H.  R.  229)  granting  a  pension  to  Elizabeth  H 

Leather.    On  biU  (S.  253)  for  the  relief  of  John 

Lee.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1752)  granting  a  pension  to  Maria  L  --_ 

Lee.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1073)  granting  a  pension  to  William  J 

Leet    On  bill  (H.  R.  2608)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Sarah 

LeisBring.    On  bill  (H.  R.  56^)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Otto. 

I^nnon.    On  bill  (S.  976)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Peter— 

Lennon.    On  bill  (H.  R.  796)  for  the  increase  of  the  pension  of  Peter... 

Leon.    On  bill  (S.  1411)  for  the  relief  of  Santiago  de 

Leschot    On  bill  (S.  419)  for  the  extension  of  letters  patent  to  the  heirs 

of  Rudolph... 

Letter-carriers.    On  bill  (S.  1727)  to  grant  leaves  of  absence  to 

Lewis.    On  bill  (S.  1858)  increasing  the  pension  of  Henrietta  A.     (Views 

<rf  the  minority) 

Lewis.    On  bill  (S.  690)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A 

Lewis.    On  bill  (H.  R.  819)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Merritt. . . 

Lewis.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4700)  granting  a  pension  to  Simon  E 

Lewis,  administrator  of  Gabriel  Neudecker.    On  bill  (S.  1417)  authcmz- 

ing  the  Comnussioner  of  Patents  to  extend  letters  patent  numbered 

70012  to  

Lockwood  and  others.    On  petition  of  Belva  A - 
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Long  and  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Brevard.     On  bill  (S.  1233)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
Ellen  Call 

Lottery  advertisements.    On  bill  (S.  1017)  to  prohibit  the  mailing  of 
newspapers  and  other  pablications  containing _ 

Loaisville,  Ky.    On  bill  (S.  1978)  relating  to  the  partition  of  certain  land 


Love  and  Wyatt  Gilschrist.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1714)  for  the  relief  of  Ovei^ 
ton - _ __ 

Low.     On  bill  (S.  1418)  for  the  relief  of  Evalina  T 

Lynch.    On  bill  (8.  823)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas * 

Lyon.     On  bill  (B.  2011)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  M — 

Lytle.     On  bill  (S.  1517)  granting  eight  condemned  cannon  to  be  used  in 
the  erection  of  a  statue  to  the  memory  of  General  William  H. 


M. 

McBlair.     On  bill  (S.  2233)  for  the  relief  of  John  Hollins 

McCamey.     On  bill  (H.  R.  3331)  for  the  relief  of  Ann - 

McCay.    On  bill  (S.  813)  granting  a  pension  to  Charlotte 

McClintock.    On  bill  (S.  919)  for  the  relief  of  John  M 

McClnre.    On  petition  of  William 

McConnelL    On  bill  (H.  R.  2623)  grantinga  pension  to  Arthur  I 

McCoy.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1436)  granting  a  pension  to  William  T 

McCullach.     On  bill  (H.  R  1411)  granting  a  pension  to  Martha  M.  B... 

McDougal.    On  bill  (S.  631)  granting  a  pension  to  Caroline  M 

McElroy  &  Prosch.    On  bill  (8.  954)  for  the  relief  of 

McFalls.    On  bill  (8.  1446)  granting  a  pension  to  Lou  Oobright 

McGowan.    On  bill  (8.  376)  for  the  relief  of  Henry 

McGuckian.    On  bill  (S.  266)  granting  a  pension  to  Joseph 

McKay,  G^rge  M.  Clapp,  and  the  executors  of  Donald  McKay.  On  bill 
(8.724)  for  relief  of  Nathaniel 

McKenney.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5675)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Susan  J 

McLaughlin.     On  bill  (H.  R.  372r7T  granting  a  pension  to  Ann 

McLaughlin.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2393)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary 

McMahon.     On  bill  (8.  1319)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas - 

McNair.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3613)  granting  a  pension  to  Ira 

McNamara.    On  bill  (S.  1352)  for  the  relief  of  WlUiam. 

McNeills.    On  bUl  TS.  806)  for  the  relief  of  John 

MacBlair.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2677)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  P 

MacDouj9Al.    On  bUl  (S.  604)  for  the  relief  of  George 

Mack.     On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2536)  granting  a  pension  to  Michael 

Maddox  and  others.     On  bill  (8.  10T3}  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H 

Maddox  and  others.    On  bill  (8.  2209)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H 

Madison  Female  Academy,  of  Richmond,  Ky.  On  bill  (8. 1130)  for  the 
relief  of- _ 

Males.    On  bill  (S.  1923)  granting  a  pension  to  Clarissa  T 

Mail  contractors.  On  joint  resolution  (8.  Res.  13)  to  pay  certain  South- 
em  - -_ — 

Mails.  On  bill  (8. 1450)  to  devise  a  more  complete  system  of  gauging  the 
rates  of  pay  for  carrying  the — 

Mallory.    On  bill  (8. 1056)  granting  a  pension  to  Sally 

Manchester,  Ky.  On  bill  (8. 13)  for  the  relief  of  owners  of  certain  salt- 
works near 

Manning.     On  petition  of  William  H 

Marden.    On  bill  (S.  1823)  granting  a  pension  to  Ebenezer  K 

Marion,  Iowa.  On  bill  (8.  2230)  for  the  relief  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of- 


Marion.    On  bill  (8.  990)  granting  pension  to  John  D . 
Marsh.     On  bill  (8.  1031)  for  the  reUef  of  W.  C 


Marshall.     On  act  of  Congress  of  March  10, 1682,  to  authorize  the  erec- 
tion of  a  statue  of  Chief-Justice i 

Marshall.    On  bill  (H.  R.  569)  granting  a  pension  to  Reuben 

Marti.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4697)  for  the  relief  of  Rudolph  John 
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Snbject. 


Martin.    On  petition  of  James 

Maryland  and  Viiginia.     On  bill  (S.  961)  to  provide  for  jMbying  certain 

adTanoes  made  to  the  United  States  by  the  States  of 

Masfeen.    On  bill  (8.  506)  for  the  relief  of  Clande  H _ 

May.    On  bill  (S.  1844)  granting  a  pension  to  Bohn  T.. I.. 

Mayer.    On  petition  of  Fredrick __ 

Maynadier.     On  bill  (S.  300)  for  the  relief  of  M%j.  William  M 

Meands.  On  bill  (8.^742)  granting  a  pension  to  Nathan  L _ 

Meati  tor  export.     On  bill  (S.  1876)  providing  for  an  inspection  of 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army.    On  bill  (8. 345)  relative  to  promotions 

in  the _. _ 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army.    On  bill  (8.  789)  relative  to  computing 

the  longevity  payof  officers  of  the 

Meech.    On  bill  (8.  711)  granting  a  pension  to  Phoebe  H 

Meier.    On  bill  (8.  546)  granting  a  reratingof  pension  to  Jacob.. 

Meia.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5976)  for  the  relief  of  Catharine— 

Menomonee  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin.     On  bill  (8.  460) 

to  authorize  the  sale  of  timber  on  certain  lands  reserved  for  the  nse 

of  the 

Merchant    On  bill  (8.  602)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Lupkin 

MeiriU.    OnbiU(8.  2168)  for  the  reUef  of  Ayres  P 

MeUiodiat  Episcopal  Churches.    On  memorials  of  the  trustees  of  various 

Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  in  the  State  of  Virginia 

Meyer.    On  bUl  (8.  568)  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  A 

MiddleUm.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2702)  for  the  relief  of  Ellida  J.    (Views  of  the 

minority) 

MiHtaiy  academy  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.    On  resolution  of  the 

Soiate  of  December  5,  1883,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 

Ma  to  inquire  into  the  policy  and  expediency  of  creatine  a... — 

Mihtaiy  Reservation  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.    On  bill  (8.  258)  donating  to 

thedty  of  Fort  Smith  a  part  of  the  abandoned 

Military  reservations.    On  bill  (8.  1581)  relating  to  abandoned 

Militaiy  reservations.    On  bill  (8.  1581)  for  the  disposal  of  abandoned 

and  useless 

Militia.    On  bill  (8.  156)  to  provide  arms  for  the 

Millard.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3936)  forthe  relief  of  Benjamin  F 

Miller.    On  Inlls  (8.  1674  and  H.  R.  4417)  granting  a  pension  to  Jacob.. 

MilW.    On  bUl  (8.  494)  for  the  relief  of  Nancy.. 

Miller.    On  bill  (8. 1361)  giving  a  military  record  to  Thomas 

Millikin.    On  bUl  (H.  R.  4492)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Pauline  £ 

Milk    On  bill  (8.  735)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  8 

MilBom,  Henry  Spend^ow,  and  George  V.  Watson.    On  petition  of  Oeorge. 

(T6  accompany  bill  8.  638) _ 

Milsom,  Henry  Spendelow,  and  Qeoige  V.  Watson.    On  petition  of  Qeorge. 

(To accompany  bill  8.  638.)    (Part  2) 

Milsoni,  Heniy  Spendelow,  and  Geoige  V.  Watson.   On  petition  of  George. 

(To  accompany  biU  8.  638.)  (Part  3) 

Miner.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1U77)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah 

Minor,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Saf  .    On  bill  (8.  422)  for  the 

relief  of  Isaac 

HisBoiiri.     On  bill  (8.  940)  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  State  of. 

MiMoori  Home  Guards.  On  bill  (8.  1518)  to  fdmish  certificates  of  dis- 
charge to  certain  members  of 

Vianani^  River  improvements - - -- 

Mobile  Marine  Dock  Company.    On  bill  (8.  714)  for  the  relief  of. 

Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company.    On  joint  resolution  (8.  Res.  4)  to 

provide  forthe  settlement  of  accounts  with  the 

H oliae,  IlL    On  bill  (8.  1522)  granting  caxmon  to  the  R.  H.  Graham  Post 

of  the  Giand  Army  of  the  Republic  of. 

Monitor.    On  bill  (8.  867)  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 

United  States  steamer 

Monroe.    On  bill  (S.  156)  granting  a  pension  to  Emily _. 
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Subject. 


Montague.     On  bill  (S.  726)  for  the  relief  of  Calvin  S 

Montana.  On  bill  (S.  1706)  to  accept  and  ratify  an  agreement  with  cer- 
tain Indian  tribes  for  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  their  reservation  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of 

Montana.  On  bill  (S.  1921)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ac^nst 
and  settle  the  account  for  arms,  ammunition,  <&c.,  for  the  Territory  of.. 

Monteith,  deceased.     On  bill  (S.  516)  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  John  B.. 

Montgomery.     On  bill  (S.  1356)  for  the  relief  of  Caroline  M 

Montgomery.    On  bill  (S.  896)  for  the  relief  of  Pearson  C 

Montgomery.    On  bill  (S.  509)  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Robert  H.. 

Montgomeiy.     On  bill  (S.  1047)  for  the  relief  of  Wesley 

Moore,  late  United  States  consul  at  Callao.  On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res. 
37)  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  GeneralJease  H 

Morford.     On  bill  (S.  280)  granting  a  pension  to  Wesley 

Morgan.     On  bill  (S.  2132)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P 

Morgan.     On  bills  (S.  63  and  583)  for  the  relief  of  William  H 

Morris.     On  bill  (S.  2172)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Clara 

Morrison.     On  bill  (S.  895)  for  the  relief  of  J.  D 

Moses.     On  bill  (S.  114»)  for  the  relief  of  William  B 

Moss.     On  bill  (S.  493)  for  the  relief  of  C.  S 

Moes.     On  bill  (S.  360)  granting  a  pension  to  Maria  Louise 

Mower.     On  bill  TH.  R.  137)  granting  increase  of  pension  to  Betsey  A 

Mullin.     On  bill  (S.  1897)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

Murphy.     On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  5i6)  for  the  relief  of  Martin  and  P.  B. . 

Murray.     On  bill  (H.  R.  1433)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  £ 

Myrick,  Joseph  and  Charles  M.  Dailey,  William  H.  Forbes,  and  Louis 
Roberts  &  Co.     On  biU  (S.  2300)  for  the'  reUef  of  Nathan 


N. 

Nance.    On  bill  (S.  758)  for  the  relief  of  William  L 

Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum.    On  bill  (S.  401)  for  the  relief  of  the. 

National  Bank  of  Western  Arkansas.     (See  Fort  Smith,  Ark. ) 

National  Guard  of  Alabama.     (See  Alabama  National  Guard) 

National  Guard  of  Alabama.     (See  Alabama  National  Guard) 

National  trades-unions.     On  bill  (S.  1457)  to  legalize  the  incorporation  of. 

Naval  Academy.     On  bill  (H.  R.  2265)  to  equalize  the  rank  of  graduates 

of 


Naval  officers.     On  bill  (S.  1385)  for  the  relief  of  certain 

Navy.  On  bill  (S.  698)  to  authorize  the  construction  of  additional  steel 
vessels  for  the .,-__ 

Nebraska.     On  bill  (S.  483)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of. 

Nebraska  and  Kansas.  On  bill  (S.  57)  for  the  relief  of  settlers  and  pur- 
chasers of  lands  on  the  public  domain  in  the  States  of 

Nevada.  On  bill  (S.  657)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
settle  and  adjust  the  expense  of  Indian  wars  in 

Nevada.     On  bill  (S.  655)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of 

Newton,  Mass.  On  bill  (S.  1331)  for  the  relief  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of- _ 

New  York.  On  joint  resolutions  (H.  Res.  210  and  S.  Res.  86)  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  certain  muster-rolls  to  the  governor  of 
the  State  of 

Nez  Perc6  Indians.  On  bill  (S.  512)  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  Oregon, 
Washington,  Idaho,  and  Montana  who  served  in  connection  with  the 
United  States  troops  in  the  war  with  the 

Nicholls.     On  bill  (S.  1159)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Eunice  S 

Noble.     On  bill  (S.  484)  granting  a  pension  to  Charles  H 

Noble.    On  petition  of  Samuel 

North  Carolina.  On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  76)  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  loan  the  governor  certain  tents,  &c ,  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of. 

Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  On  bill  (S.  2036)  to  forfeit  the  un- 
earned lands  granted  to  the 

Northup.    On  petition  of  Captain  Anson i... 
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Subject. 


Vol. 


Norton.    On  bill  (S.  56)  for  the  relief  of  Lieut.  C.  0 

NaU.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2419)  granting  a  pension  to  Robert 

O. 

O'Brien.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5888)  granting  a  pension  to  Ellen 

O'Brien.    On  bill  (S.  924)  for  the  relief  of  First  lieut.  M 

O'Brien.    On  bill  (S.  1220)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Michael 

Offioen  and  employ^  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  To  adjust  and 
equalize  the  sidaiiea  of. — 

0|teL    On  bill  (S.  920)  for  the  relief  of  John... 

Ohio.  On  joint  resolations  (H.  Res.  210  and  S.  Res.  86)  requiring  the  Sec- 
retaiy  of  War  to  famish  certain  muster-rolls  to  the  State  of 

OUahoma  lands  in  the  Indian  Territory.  On  petitions  to  open  for  settle- 
ment the 

Ord.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1569)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary  M 

On^ptL    On  bill  (S.  511)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of. 

Oregon  Central  Railrood  Company.  On  bill  (S.  428)  relating  to  the  act 
making  a  grant  in  aid  of  the 

Oregon  Volunteers.     On  bill  (S.  262)  relating  to  the  muster-rolls  of  the.. 

O'Shea.    On  bill  (S.  2118)  gnmting  a  pension  to  James  E 

Otis,  administrator  de  bamt  non  of  Roger  A.  EUem.  For  the  relief  of 
Robert 

Oreimire.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1756)  granting  a  pension  to  Geoige 

P. 

Pidmer.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5553)  granting  a  pension  to  Isabella 

Pklmcr.    On  bill  (S.  126?)  for  the  relief  of  Juliet  H - 

Pklmer.    On  bill  (S.  1648)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  SaUie  H 

PUMms&Co.,  of  New  York.    On  letter  of. 

PWeACo.    OnbiU  (8.  528)  for  the  relief  of  William  T 

Pittereon.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4689)  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  W 

P*tti8on  A  CaldweU.     On  bill  (S.  956)  for  the  relief  of. 

Pktton.    On  bill  (S.  828)  granting  a  pension  to  Thomas 

Pkjmasteis'  clerks,  United  States  Army.    On  bill  (S.  207)  relating  to 

Bajmssters  United  States  Army.    On  memorial  of  B.  W.  Brioe  and  other.  . 

P^    On  bill  (H.  R.  2574)  granting  a  pension  to  Rosella 

Penny.    On  bill  (S.  544)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  El^ah  W 

Pension  laws.     On  bill  (S.  1407)  to  amend  the _ 

Pension  laws.    On  bill  (S.  1241 )  providing  for  certain  amendments  to  the . 

Pensions.  On  Senate  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
report  the  names  of  all  pending  applications  for 

Pensions  to  judg^  On  bill  (S.  178)  to  repeal  section  714  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  allowing — 

Ptfine,  administratrix.     On  bill  (S.  1240)  tor  the  relief  of  Sarah  E.  E.. 

Peny  and  Elizabeth  H.  Gilmer.  On  bill  (S.  767)  for  the  relief  of  Colum- 
bus F  

Pettigrew.     On  bill  (S.  566)  for  the  relief  of  Z.  M 

Pqrt«ML    On  bUl  (S.  8)  for  the  reUef  of  F.  W 

Pfeander.    On  bill  (S.  1053)  for  the  reUef  of  WUliam 

Phoenix.    On  bill  (S.  1860)  for  the  relief  of  Richard 

Pickett    On  bill  (8.  534)  for  the  relief  of  John  T 

Pieroe.    On  bill  ^H.  R.  1985)  granting  a  pension  to  Melvin 

Pierce.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4141)  granting  ai>ension  to  Mrs.  Rebecca  J 

Pbmt    On  bill  (S.  448)  for  the  relief  of  George  H 

PUttoburg,  N.  Y.     On  bill  (S.  733)  dedicating  the  military  reservation  at. 

Plmnmer.    On  bill  (S.  1106)  for  the  relief  of  Frances  H 

Pblar.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2344)  for  the  relief  of  Melissa  G  ^ 

Polar.  On  House  rosolution  of  June  14,  1884,  to  authorize  the  clerk  to 
change  the  word  **of "  in  bUl  (H.  R.  2344)  for  the  relief  of  Melissa  G. 

Ptolar.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2344)  for  the  relief  of  Melissa  G - 

Pblioe  force  of  the  District  of  Columbia.     On  petition  of  members  of  the. 

Pope.    On  bill  (S.  81)  to  confirm  the  title  of  Beiyamin  E 

Porch.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3294)  granting  a  pension  to  Emma  A 

8.  Bep. n 
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Snbject. 


Pork.     On  bill  (S.  1676)  relating  to  the  exclusion  from  Germany  of  Ameri- 


Pork.    On  bill  (S.  1876)  relating  to  the  exclusion  from  Germany  of  Ameri- 

f^  can.     Views  of  the  minority.     (Part2). — . 

Porter.     On  bill  (S.  158)  for  the  relief  of  Fitz-John 

Porter.     On  bill  (S.  158)  for  the  relief  of  Fitz-John.     (Part  2) 

Porter.     On  bill  (S.  592)  for  the  relief  of  William 

Porter  and  James  Porter.    On  bills  (S.  1391  and  2166)  for  the  relief  of 

Richard  H _ 

Portland,  Or^.     On  bill  (S.  1302)  for  the  relief  of  the  First  National 

Bank  of 

Post-Office  Department.    On  the  amendment  intoided  to  be  proposed  by 

Mr.  Hoar  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  5459)  making  appropriations  for  the  senr- 

iceof  the — 

Poet-offioesandpoet-roads.    Onbill8(S.  17, 227,  and  1016)  relative  to.     (To 

accompany  8.  2022) 

Potomac    On  bill  (H.  R.  3108)  to  protect  fish  in  the 

Potomac  River.    On  bill  (8. 1447)  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  bridge 

across  the 

Potter.    On  biU  (H.  R.  4822)  for  thereUef  of  Frances  McNeil 

Powell.    On  bill  (8.  949)  to  amend  and  coirect  an  act  to  authorize  the 

appointment  as  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  8tate8  Army  of  Dr. 

Junius  L - 

Powell.    OnbUl  (8.  582)  for  thereUef  of  W.  H 

Powers.     On  bill  (8.  716)  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  Howard 

Price.    On  bill  (H.  R  3623)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  E 

Prince.     On  bill  (8.  1680)  granting  a  pension  to  George 

Prine.    On  bill  (8.  986)  granting  a  pension  to  Laura  J 

Prints.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2660)  granting  a  pension  to  William 


Quackenbush,  a  commander  in  the  United  States  Navy. 

to  confirm  the  status  of  John  N 

Quinlan.    On  the  petition  of  James  A 


On  bill  (8. 1594) 


R. 

RaU.    On  bill  (8.  723)  for  the  relief  of  Eugene  B 

Ramsdell.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4981)  granting  a  pension  to  Isabella  I 

Randall.    On  bill  (8. 76)  authorizing  the  President  to  place  on  the  retired 

list  Lieut.  William  P I 

Randle.    On  biU  (8.  1842)  for  the  itOief  of  William  H 1 

Rankin.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4431)  grantine  a  pension  to  Leroy  0 

Rawlins.  On  bill  (8.  329)  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  the  late  J.  O-.l 
R^id.     On  joint  resolution  (8.  Res.  67)  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Dr.  | 

JohnB _. _ i 

Redd.     On  bill  (8.  170)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  M ! 

Redmond.     On  bUl  (H.  R.2346)  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  H ' 

Reed.     On  bill  (H.R.4014)  for  the  relief  of  Isaac i 

Reeder.    On  bill  (8.  931)  granting  a  pension  to  Amanda  F ' 

Reeves.     On  bill  (8.  352)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H 

Regan.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1631)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Matthew  O 

Registered  letters  and  the  payment  of  money-orders.    On  bill  (S.  1018) 

to  amend  certain  sections  of  the  Revised  Statutes  authorizing  the  Post-  i 

master-General  to  prohibit  the  delivery  of.- _.! 

Reid.     On  bill  (8. 1184)  for  the  relief  of  William  P ; 

Reifenrath.     On  bill  (S.  998)  granting  a  x>ension  to  Hermann I 

Reinhardt.     On  bill  (8.  315)  granting  a  pension  to  William I 

Reuss.    On  petition  of  Peter  J. -. 

Reynolds.    On  bill  (H.  R.  6184 )  nanting  a  pension  to  Julia  M  ._ * 

Richmond,  Va.  On  bill  (8. 1473}  relative  to  the  Government  building  at.  i 
Richmond,  Va.    On  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  223)  to  loan  certain  flags, 

&C.,  to  the  mayor  of -i 
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EiekettB.    On  bill  (S.  2025)  for  the  relief  of  John — 

Kdenour.    On  bills  (S.  1683  and  H.  R.  5443)  for  the  relief  of  Newton  C- 

Bidgway.    On  bill  (S.  1946)  for  the  relief  of  Richard  C 

Rig^    On  bill  (S.  1840)  grantinga  pension  to  S.  A 

Ripley.    On  bill  (S.  150)  granting  increase  of  pension  to  Sarah  Denny 

RiTea.    On  bill  (S.  991)  for  the  relief  of  J.  Henry 

KobbiDS.    On  bill  (H.  R.  254)  granting  a  pension  to  John 

Roberts.    On  bill  (U.  R.  1894)  granting  a  pension  to  Clark 

Robinson.    On  bills  (S.  1431  and  H.  R.  2251)  to  increase  the  pension  of 

Dilooo 

Robinson,  administratrix  of  John  M.  Robinson.   On  the  petition  of  Fran- 
ces A  - 

RockwelL    On  bill  (S.  927)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

Boden.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2643)  granting  a  pension  to  James 

Rodman.    On  bill  (8.  1111)  granting  an  increased  i>ension  to  Sally 

Rogers.    On  bill  (S.  605)  granting  a  pension  to  Gapt.  Sanderson  H 

Roman  Ostholic  clergymen  of  the  State  of  Maryland.    On  bill  (S.  1014} 

ibr  the  relief  of 

Rose.    On  bill  (S.  717)  for  the  relief  of  John  G 

Ross.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5259)  granting  a  pension  to  Jnlia  A 

Rudy.    On  bill  (S.  1866)  granting  a  pension  to  John  T 

On  bill  (S.  887)  for  the  relief  of  Herman 

On  bill  (S.  743)  for  the  reHef  of  Frederick  W 

_jleB.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1237)  granting  a  pension  to  Solomon  K 

RntUnd,  Yt.    On  bill  (S.  15S^)  donating  four  condemned  mortars,  &c, 
to  the  town  of 


Sscriste.    On  bill  (S.  1123)  to  restore  to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  in 

the  Army  and  place  on  the  retired  list  Louis  J 

*  Stmt  Cloud  Water-Power  and  Mill  Company.  On  bill  (H.  R.  6657)  au- 
tbmzing  the  eonstmction  of  a  dam  across  the  Mississippi  River  by  the. 

Salaries  ofthe  officers  and  employes  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress.  To  ad- 
just and  equalize  the  

fiuids.    On/>etitionof  Henrietta  M - - 

Binds,  Unite  d  States  Navy.  On  bill  (S.  660)  for  the  relief  of  Commander 
James  H 

Santopi  monument.  On  bill  (S.  1309)  to  provide  statuary  and  histori- 
cal tablets  for  the 1 — 

Saulpaw.    On  bill  (S.  744)  for  the  relief  of  George  W 

SaondeTS  and  J.  A.  Decim.    On  biU  (S.  1711)  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  E.. 

Sarille.  On  bill  (H.  R.  2240)  to  authorize  the  President  to  place  on  the 
retired  list  of  the  Navy  John  W 

Sawyer.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1998)  for  the  relief  of  William  J 

Sdiatzle.    On  petition  of  Philip 

Schmidt     On  bill  (S.  328)  for  the  relief  of  Alexey  Von 

Sdineider,  Charles  and  Jacob.    Onpetitionof „ 

Sdmetberg.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1410)  granting  a  pension  to  Henry 

Sdiools.    On  bill  (S.  750)  granting  a  pe  sion  to  Catharine 

Schools.  On  bill  (S.  398)  to  aid  in  the  establishment  and  temporary  sup- 
port of  common  

Sdiools.  On  bOl  (S.  398)  to  aid  in  the  establishment  and  temporary  sup- 
port of  common.     (Part  2) 

Seott    On  bill  (S.  626)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Francis 

Soott    On  bill  (S.  526)  granting  a  pension  of  $50  per  month  to  Julia  T.  . 

Schwatka  and  wife.    On  bill  (8.  264)  lor  the  relief  of  F.  G 

Seat  administrator.    On  bill  (S.  1072)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B ^ 

Seattle,  Wash.     On  bill  (S.  1423)  making  a  port  of  delivery  at 

Seelye,  alias  Franklin  Thompson.  On  bill  (H.  R.  5335)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Birs.  Sarah  E  E 

Selleis.     On  bill  (H.  R.  432)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Joseph  B 

Severe.     On  bill  (S.  1406)  for  the  relief  of  Simon.. 
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Seward.     On  bill  (S.  284)  granting  a  pension  to  Henry  J • I    736 

Seymour.     On  bill  (H.  R.  1164)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  E I    768 

Shacklett.     On  bill  (S.  296)  for  the  relief  of  Harriet  W !      67 


On  bill  (8.  859)  for  the  relief  of  John _ t     185 

On  bill  (S.  88)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  R I      73 

On  bill  (S.  332)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B 

On  bill  is.  1114)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  William. 
On  bill  (S.  1114)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  William. 

On  bill(H.  R  2245)  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza  A 

On  petition  of  Mrs.  Susan  A 


Shanks. 

Shannon. 

Shannon. 

Shannon. 

Shannon. 

Shealey. 

Shelby. 

Shelton.     On  bill  (S.  2026)  granting  a  pension  to  Elias 

Sherlock.     On  bill  ( H.  R.  439)  granting  a  pension  to  Bridget. 

Sherwood.     On  bill  (H.  R.  1970)  granting  a  pension  to  Alice  T _ 

Sheward.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4718)  granting  a  pension  to  Caroline _.. 

Shields.     On  bill  (H.  R.  3231)  granting  a  p^ion  to  Michael 

Ship-canal.  On  bill  (S.  1202)  to  provide  for  and  aid  in  the  construction 
and  to  regulate  the  operations  of  a  8hii>-canal  in  Washington  Territory. . 

Shuchers.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2105)  granting  a  pension  to  John  A.. 

Shurtliff.     On  bill  (S.  1095)  granting  a  pension  to  Aaron 

Sibley.     On  bill  (S.  1135)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  H 

Signal  Corps.  On  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  179)  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  appoint  two  second  lieutenants  ftom  the 
sei^geants  of  the _ ._. 

Sigsby,  United  States  Navy.  On  bill  (S.  661 )  for  the  relief  of  Commander 
Charles  D _  — _. 

Simonds.    On  bill  (H.  R.  5781)  granting  a  pension  to  Solon  L.. 

Sinfield.     On  bill  (H.  R.  1042)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sarah _. 

Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians  of  Minnesota.  On  bill  (S.  84)  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  ascertain  the  amounts  due  to  citizens  of 
United  States  for  supplies  furnished  to  the ■.. 

Sioux  Nation  of  Indians.  On  bill  (S.  1755)  to  divide  a  portion  of  the 
reservation  of  the - 

SlawBon.    On  bill  (S.  23)  amending- an  act  granting  a  pension  to  John... 

Slocum.     On  bill  (S.  1427)  granting  a  pension  to  Abby  S 

Slocumb,  Ida  A.  Richardson,  and  Caroline  Augusta  Urquhart.  On  bill 
(S.  630)  for  the  relief  of  .Cora  A 

Smiley.     On  bUl  (S.  351)  forthe  relief  of  Alexander 

Smith.     On  bills  (S.  1777  and  1942)  for  the  relief  of  Harvey 

Smith.     On  bill  (H.  R.  6171 )  granting  a  pension  to  Noah  £ 

Smith.     On  bill  (S.  180)  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  N 

Smith.     On  bill  (S.  969)  for  the  relief  of  William  J 

Societies.     On  bill  (S.  1063)  relating  to  the  incorporation  of     {See  Arts). 

Soldiers'  Home  at  Washington,  D.  C.  On  Ex.  Doci.  28,  being  the  report 
of  the  Inspector-General  of  United  States  Array  of  an  inspection  of  the. . 

Soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Northwest  On  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  153) 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  tents  for  the  use  of  the  fifth 
annual  reunion  of  the 

Sone  and  Fleming  Manufacturing  Company.  On  bill  (S.  410)  for  the 
relief  of  the _ _ _. 

Sonensen.     On  petition  of  Arent  B 

Soul^  and  his  sureties.  On  bill  (S.  336)  releasing  from  liability  the  es- 
tate of  the  late  Frank— _ 

South  Carolina  Military  Academy.  On  bill  (S.  1488)  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  supply  with  camp  equipage  the 

South  Carolina.  On  bill  (S.  1412)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
settle  and  adjust  the  account  for  arms  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of 

Spain.  Relating  to  the  treaty  of  1819  with.  (Toaccompany  Senate  Mis. 
Doc.  No.  70) - _- 

Spence.     On  bill  (S.  431)  for  the  relief  of  Sallie  A 

Spokane  Falls  and  Coeur  d'Alene  Railway  Company.  On  bill  (S.  1642)  to 
incorporate  the . 

Spring.    On  bill  (S.  238)  for  the  relief  of  Hester 
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Stanley.    On  petition  of  Cornelia  A _ - 

Staonard.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2839)  to  increase  the  pension  of  George  J 

Stark.    On  biU  (S.  1229)  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  H 

Sti^  Department.  On  joint  reeolation  (S.  Res.  46)  relative  to  an  ac- 
cepted draft  in  the - 

State  National  Bank  of  Boston,  Mass.    On  bill  (S.  133)  for  the  relief  of  the. 

State  National  Bank  of  Louisiana.     On  bill  (S.  339)  for  the  relief  of  the. . 

Steedman.  On  bill  (H.  R.  1246)  granting  a  pension  to  the  widow  of  Miy. 
Gen.  James  B 

Steel  TeaselB  ibr  the  Navy.  On  bill  (S.  698)  to  authorize  the  construction 
of  additional 

Stewart,  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Michael  S.  On  bill  (S.  47)  for 
the  relief  of  Frances  E 

Stolx.  On  bill  (H.  R.  3171)  granting  a  pension  to  Ella 

Stoagh.    On  bill  (S.  1227)  granting  a  pension  to  Capt.  Israel 

Stradum,  John  H.  Johnson,  Samuel  M.  Bryan,  George  Combs,  Annie 
Hotts,  and  George  A.  Hawkins.  On  bill  (S.  1501)  for  the  relief  of 
liobert 

SlwttOTi.    On  bill  (S.  1134)  for  the  relief  of  Herman  D 

Stntton,  assignee  of  W.  B.  Waldron.  On  bill  (S.  305)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  T _ 

Stieam.  On  bill  (S.  1742)  authorizing  the  acceptance  of  a  medal  by 
Albert  T _ 

Streeter.    On  bill  (S.  1003)  to     imburse  and  compensate  O.  W 

Stribling.  On  bill  (H.  R.  2869)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mar- 
tha H _ 

^robach.    On  Senate  resolution  relative  to  Paul -- 

Stukey.    On  bill  (S.  1507)  to  increase  the  pension  of  John  F 

Sii{^.  On  bill  (S.  71 9)  to  provide  fortherefundof  excess  of  duties  assessed 
and  collected  on  imports  of  raw—.. 

SwatzelL    On  bill  (S.  1377)  grantinga  pension  to  Jeremiah  P 

Swearer.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4717)  granting  a  pension  to  John 

Sweeney.    On  bill  (8. 1112)  granting  a  pension  to  John — 

Swift  &  Co.    On  bill  (S.  567)  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 

Swift  &  Co.  and  the  NUes  Works.  On  bUl  (8.  567)  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander - 

T. 

Tabb.    On  bill  (8.  1774)  for  the  relief  of  William 

TOwr.    On  biU  (8.  477)  for  the  relief  of  Horace  A.  W 

Taooma.  On  bill  (8.  1698)  to  provide  for  the  formation  and  admission 
into  the  Union  of  the  State  of 

TWoma,  Wash.     On  bill  (S.  1422)  making  a  port  of  delivery  at... 

TmptmtL    On  bill  (8.  902)  for  the  relief  of  Peter 

Tanff  imports  into  the  United  States,  and  the  free  list,  together  with 
comparative  tables  of  present  and  past  tariffo,  and  other  statistics  relat- 
ing to ._ 

Taylor.    On  bill  (8.  1324)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  William... 

Taylor  &  Son.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1198)  for  the  reUef  of  John  — 

Ten  Eyck.  On  bill  (8. 1300)  to  authorize  the  President  to  restore  to  his 
former  rank  in  the  Army  and  place  on  the  retired  list  Tenodor 

Terrett    On  petition  of  Martha  A.  F 

Teny.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2447)  for  the  relief  of  Catharine 

Testcrman.    On  bill  (8.  381)  for  the  relief  of  William  R 

Texas  judicial  districts.  On  bill  (H.  R.  6074)  to  change  the  eastern  and 
northern > 

Texas  Pacific  Railroad  land  grant.     (To  accompany  8. 3933) 

Thatcher.     On  bill  (S.  1034)  for  the  relief  of  T 

Tbeiman.    On  bill  (8. 935)  for  the  relief  of  August— 

Thomaa.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3932)  for  the  relief  of  James  M 

Thompscm.     On  bill  (8.  1068)  granting  a  pension  to  Alexander 

Thompson.    On  bill  (S.  932)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Jane 

Thompson.     On  bill  (H.  R.  1394)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  P— 
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Thorns.     On  bill  (S.  167)  for  the  relief  of  John j      44 

Tice.     On  bill  (S.  1607)  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators  of  the  estate  ! 
of  Isaac  P I    845 

Titler.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2372)  for  the  relief  of  Michael 

Toby.    On  bill  (S.  464)  granting  a  pension  to  James  P.  F 

Todd.    On  bill  (S.  10)  for  the  relief  of  Hany  I 

Townsend.     On  bill  (H.  R.  5595)  granting  a  pension  to  Eugene  L 

Trabue.     On  bill  (S.  1034)  for  the  relief  of  James 

Treasury  Department.  On  bill  (S.  1153)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  deliver  to  the  rightful  owners  the  contents  of  certain  boxes 
deposited  in  the 

Trekell.     On  bill  (S.  929)  granting  a  pension  to  Caroline -_ 

Trimble.    On  bill  (S.  91)  for  the  relief  of  the  trustees  of  Isaac  R 

Tiyon.    On  bill  (S.  930)  granting  a  pension  to  Spencer  W»- 


U 

Ulleiy.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4234)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary 

Umatilla  Reservation  in  the  State  of  Oregon.    On  bill  (S.  66)  providing 

for  allotment  of  lands  in  severalty  to  Indians  upon  tjie 

Underbill.     On  bill  (8.  608)  for  the  relief  of  J.  S 

Underwood.    On  petition  of  Maria  G.-. 

Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Company.  On  bill  (S.  420)  for  the  relief  of  the. 
United  States  land-offices.     On  bill  (S.  323)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 

the  Interior  to  make  allowances  for  rent  of... 

Ute  Indians  in  Colorado.     On  bill  (S.  241)  to  accept  and  ratify  agreement 

for  the  sale  of  the  reservation  of  the  confederated  bands  of  the 


V. 

Valle.     On  bill  (S.  374)  for  the  relief  of  Francis  L 

Vallum.     On  bill  (S.  363)  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  P 

Vance.    On  bill  (8.  677)  for  the  relief  of  James  and  William 

Van  Horn.    On  bill  (S.  668)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary _ 

Van  Trees.    On  bill  (H.  R  562)  granting  a  pension  to  H.  E 

Vaughan.    On  bill  (S.  732)  for  the  relief  of  Maiy  J 

Vaughn  and  Mrs.  Louisa  Jackman.    On  bill  (8.  36)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Martha 

Venable.    On  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  14)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Jane 

Virginia  and  Maryland.    On  bill  (S.  961)  to  provide'  for  paying  certain 

advances  made  to  the  United  States  by  the  States  of 

Voorhies.     On  bill  (8.  753)  granting  a  pension  to  Ann  R 


W. 


Waldo.     OnbiU  (8.  388)  for  the  relief  of  David 93 
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Waldo  &  Co.     On  bill  (8.  387)  for  the  relief  of  David 

Walker.     On  bill  (S.  83)  for  the  relief  of  Bvt.  M%i.  Gen.  John  H 

Walker,  deceased.     On  bill  (8. 1167)  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Marcus 

Walker.     On  bill  fS.  466)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  L.  and  Ella 

Walker.    On  bill  (H.  R.  3656)  granting  a  pension  to  Salome  Ann 

Walker  and  Augustus  C.  Todd.    On  the  petition  of  T.  A.-- 

Walhioe.     On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4439)  granting  a  pension  to  John  R 

Walter.     On  bill  (8.  2247)  relating  to  the  contract  of  James  E 621 

Walworth.     On  bill  (8.  1037)  for  the  relief  of  John  P i    148 

Ward.    OnbUl  (8.  879)  for  the  relief  of  P.  L 428 

Ward.    On  bill  (H.  R.  4180)  granting  an  increaseof  pension  to  Rowland. |    897 

Ward.     On  petition  of  Waiiam  H — 137 

Wardwell.     On  bill  (S.  521)  for  the  relief  of  Earnest  H i    437 

Warfield.     On  bill  (8.214)  for  the  relief  of  Maria  E ;    324 

War  loans.     On  bill  (8. 2000)  to  reimburse  the  several  States  for  interest 

paid  on - _ 590 

Washington  Territory.     On  bill  (8.  1202)  relating  to  the  construction  of  ' 

a  ship-canal  in - ". -i    494 
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Waters.    On  bill  (S.  1034)  for  the  relief  of  John 

Watmoogfa.     On  the  petition  of  Mary  M 

WatftMi.     On  bill  ( H.  R.  103)  granting  a  pension  to  Theresa  Crosby 

Weaver.    On  bill  (H.  R.  572i3)  granting  a  pension  to  Isabella  Bertha.... 

Webster.    On  bill  (S.  472)  for  the  relief  of  George  P , 

Wceden.    On  bill  (S.  189)  granting  a  pension  to  Amos  C 

Webe.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1197)  granting  a  pension  to  Ann  M 

Welsh.    On  bill  (S.  1322)  granting  a  pension  to  Jane 

West  Point,  N.  Y.     On  bill  (S.  2129)  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  build- 
ings upon  the  Qovemment  reservation  at 

Wetmore  &  Brother.     On  bill  (S.  391)  for  the  reUef  of. 

W^ter.    On  bill  (8.  1367)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  L 

Whitoomb.     On  bill  (S.  1645)  granting  a  pension  to  Ashael  D 

White.     On  petition  of  Henry  J 

White,  Peter  Hanger,  and  L.  T.  Green.    On  bill  (S.  646)  for  the  relief  of 

R.G.  P 

White.    On  bUl  (S.  858)  for  the  relief  of  Richard  H 

Wiard.    On  bill  (S.  71)  for  the  relief  of  the  creditors  and  assigns  of 

Nonnan — 

Wickwire.     On  bill  (H.  R.  3909)  granting  a  pension  to  George  W 

Wiggins.     On  bill  (H.  R.  2069)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret 

On  bill  (S.  139)  for  the  relief  of  C.  M.     (Views  of  the  minority) . 

On  bill  (H.  R.  1396)  granting  a  pension  to  Fredrick 

On  bill  (S.  1641)  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Edward  M  ... 

On  bill  (H.  R.  709)  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  L 

On  bill  (S.  565)  for  Uie  relief  of  Rev.  Worcester 

On  bill  (8.  394)  to  restore  M%jor  D 

On  bill  (S.  997)  for  the  relief  of  David  A 


Wilcox. 

Wilbelm 

WiUdns. 

Willey. 

WiUey. 

Williama. 

Williams.    On  bill  (S.  997) 

Williams.     On  bill  (S.  379)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  J.  P 

Williams.    On  bill  (S.  1940)  granting  a  pension  to  Thomas 

Wilmington,  Pel.    On  bill  (S.  1885)  for  the  erection  of  a  public  building  at. 

Wilson.    On  bill  (S.  282)  granting  pension  to  A.  M 

WiboQ,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  William  Tinder,  deceased.  On  bill 
(8.  963)  for  the  relief  of  H.B 

Wilson.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2714)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Thomas  E 

WinebelL    On  bill  (S.  1864)  to  allow  arrears  of  pension  to  John 

Winona,  Minn.  On  bill  (8.  574)  relating  to  the  purchase  of  a  site  and 
the  election  of  a  public  building  at 

WolfftBrown,  per  JohnB.  Wolf.     On  petition  of. 

Women's  Soldiers'  Monument  Association  of  Lansing,  Mich.  On  bill  (8. 
2075)  granting  condemned  cannon  to  the 

Wood,  deceased.  On  bill  (8.  1664)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  the  estate  of  David 

Wood.    On  bill  (8.  1554)  for  the  reUef  of  8.  N 

WoodalL    On  bill  (8.  1834)  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza  C 

Woodward.    On  bill  (8.  1049)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  M 

Woodward.     On  biU  (8.  1027)  for  the  relief  of  JamesH 

Wri^t    On  bill  (8.  281)  granting  a  pension  to  James  8 

Wr$rt.    On  bill  (8.  1144)  granting  a  pension  to  John  W... 

Wr^t    On  bill  (H.  R.  2Qff7)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Samuel  C. 

Wri^tand  Mrs.  C.  Fahnestock.    On  bill  (8. 297)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  8.  A. 

Wonsh.    On  bill  (8.  316)  granting  a  pension  to  Katharina  T 


Toong. 
Toong. 


Y. 

On  bill  (H.  R.  6168)  granting  increase  of  [pension  to  Harry  D.  F. 
On  petition  of  William 


Z. 


Zeilin.    On  bill  (H.  R.  6767)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mrs.  Vir- 
ginia  


387 
222 
709 
813 
63 
80 
726 
693 

535 
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698 
697 

581 
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389 
825 
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212 
640 
468 
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367 
159 
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145 
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191 
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506 

352 
423 
743 
179 
313 
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443 
7 
366 


850 
473 


781 
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7 
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Subject. 


Vol. 


COMMITTEE  ON  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4716)  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  &c . 

On  the  biU  (H.  R.  6770)  makuig  appropriations  for  the  consular  and 
dipl<nnatic  service,  &c  Statement  in  the  nature  of  a  report  to  accom- 
pany the  bill 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  7069)  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial  expeioaes  of  the  G<>vemment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1886,  and  for  other  purposes 

0&  the  bill  (H.  R.  7235)  making  appropriations  for  supplying  deficiencies 
in  the  aj^propriations  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1884,  and  prior  years. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

On  the  bill  (S.  12)  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Carson 

On  the  bill  (S.  47)  for  the  relief  of  Frances  E.  Stewart 

Oiitliebai(S.  974)  for  the  relief  of  Collin  Adams 

On  the  bill  (S.  975)  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Boyle,  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  Marcus  Radich,  deceased 

On  tile  bill  (S.  537)  for  the  relief  of  J.  A.  Henry  and  others 

On  the  bill  (S.  431}  entitled  *'A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sallie  A.  Spence''.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  379)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  J.  P.  Williams 

On  the  bill  (S.  677)  for  the  relief  of  the  estates  of  James  and  William  Vance . 

On  the  bill  (S.  380)  for  the  relief  of  James  Bridger 

On  the  bill  (S.  382)  for  the  relief  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  in  the  State  of 
MisBOori,  and  citizens  thereof — 

On  the  bill  (S.  264)  for  the  relief  F.  G.  Schwatka  ami  wife 

On  Uie  bill  (S.  538)  for  the  relief  of  W.  H.  Beck,  assignee  of  A.  Burwell.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  376)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  McGowan 

On  the  bill  (8.  735)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  S.  Mills 

On  the  bill  (S.  307)  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  D.Allen 

On  the  bill  (S.  392)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Kinney,  administrator  of  David 
Ballentine,  of  Missouri — 

On  the  bill  (S.  491)  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Franklin,  executor  of  the 
last  will  of  John  Armfield,  deceased 

On  the  bill  (S.  767)  for  the  relief  of  C.  F.  Perry  and  Elizabeth  H.  Gilmer. 

On  the  bill  (S.  339)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  National  Bank,  Louisiana.. 

On  the  hill  (8. 167)  for  the  relief  of  John  Thorns,  of  Fayette  County,  Ky  .  . 

On  the  bill  (S.  410)  for  the  relief  of  the  Sone  and  Fleming  Manufactur- 
ing Oompony,  limited,  of  the  city  of  New  York 


On  the  bill  (S.  399)  for  the  relief  of  Albert  H.  Emery 

On  the  bill  (a  253)  for  t^e  relief  of  John  Leathers 

On  the  petition  of  the  personal  representatives  of  Irvine  &  Field  asking 

compensation  for  cotton  sold  under  a  decree  of  a  United  States  court. . . 
On  the  bUl  (8. 8)  for  the  relief  of  F.  W.  Peyton,  administrator  de  bonis  non 

of  James  D.  Mutin,  deceased 


405 

3 

633 

7 

760 

807 
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15 

16 
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for  the  relief  of  Mary  A.  Lewis,  widow  of  Joseph  N. 


-I 


71 
72 


75 
91 
92 
93 


Committee  on  Claims — Continued.  I 

On  the  bill  (S.  170)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  M.  Redd I  66 

On  the  bill  (S.  296)  for  the  relief  ot  Harriet  W.  Shacklett. ;  67 

On  the  bill  (8.  87)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Maurice  Gri  vot I  68 

On  the  bill  (S.  830)  for  the  relief  of  John  Fraser '  69 

On  the  bUl  (8.  375)  for  the  relief  of  George  H.  Cariyle 70 

On  the  bill  (8.  "  - -    -      - 

Lewis. 

On  the  bill  (8. 1233)  for  the  relief  of  Mre.  Ellen  Call  Long  and  Mrs.  Mary 
K.  Brevard- 

On  the  bill  (8.  88)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  R.  Shannon,  who  claims  pay-  i 
ment  for  the  value  of  the  steamboat  A.  W.  Qnarrier,  taken,  as  is  al-  I 
leged,  from  claimant  by  the  United  States  military  authorities  at  Neir  ' 
Orleans  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and  lost  to  him u 73 

On  the  bill  (8.  1^6)  for  the  relief  of  Perez  Dickinson,  the  surviving  part- 
ner of  James  Cowan,  deceased,  heretofore  trading  and  doing  business  ; 
under  the  firm-name  ^d  style  of  Cowan  &  Dickinson,  of  Enozville,  { 
East  Tenn '. 

On  the  biU  (8.  385)  for  the  relief  of  D.  C.  Allen 

On  the  bill  (8.  436)  for  the  relief  ot  William  J.  Gamble. 

On  the  bill  (8.  388)  for  the  relief  of  David  Waldo 

On  the  bill  (8.  716)  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  Howard  Powers j      95 

On  the  bill  (8.  422)  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Minor,  administrator  of  the  es- 
tate of  John  Saf.  deceased 96 

On  the  bill  (8.  374)  for  the  reUef  of  Francis  L.  VaUe i      97 

On  the  bill  (S.  13)  for  the  relief  of  those  suffering  from  the  destruction  of 
the  salt-works  near  Manchester,  Ky.,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  M^j.  Gen. 
Don  Carlos  Buell 

On  the  bill  (8.  743)  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  W.  Ruggles 

On  the  bill  (8.  568)  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  A.  Meyer 

On  the  bill  (8.  671)  for  the  relief  of  Casimiro  Ginesi 

On  the  bill  (8.  971)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Priscilla  W.  Burwell,  widow  of 
Armistead  Burwell 

On  the  bill  (8. 972)  for  the  relief  of  Priscilla  W.  Burwell,  widow  and  per- 
sonal representative  of  Hon.  Armistead  Burwell,  deceased,  late  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Miss 

On  the  bill  (8.  1055)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  Ellison. 

On  the  bill  (8.  371)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  P.  Chouteau. 

On  the  bill  (8.  ;  ------- 

Jackman. 

On  the  bill  (8.  295)  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  G.  Hatfield j    119 

On  the  bill  (8. 372)  for  the  relief  of  Frances  A.  Robinson,  administratrix 
of  John  M.  Robinson,  late  of  Independence,  State  of  Missouri,  de-  ' 

ceased I    121 

On  the  bill  (8.  520)  for  the  relief  of  Francis  GuUbeau |     122 

On  the  bill  (S.  273)  for  the  relief  of  the  esUte  of  Thomas  Jones,  deceased  .J    123 
On  the  bill  (8.  595)  to  repay  the  State  of  Georgia  $27,175.50,  money  ad-  I 
vanoed  by  said  State  for  the  defense  of  her  frontiers  against  the  Indians  | 

fix)m  1795  to  1818,  and  not  heretofore  repaid 124 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Dawson,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  a  former  revenue  j 
officer  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  the  sum  of  $10,000  be  granted  I 
him  in  consideration  of  an  injury  sustained  by  him  while  in  the  dis-  j 

charge  of  his  duty  in  the  internal-revenue  service !    125 

On  the  memorial  of  A.  F.  Baugh,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Ashton  , 

Butterworth .  - 

On  the  petition  of  William  H.  Manning  praying  relief  for  timber  cut  fix>m 

his  limd  by  officers  and  employ^  of  the  United  States 

On  the  bm  (8.  453)  for  the  relief  of  Coronna,  Taussig  &  Co.,  and  others.. 
On  the  bill  (8.  29)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  National  Bank  of  Boston, 

Mass 

On  the  bill  (8.  458)  for  the  reUef  of  William  H.  Crook I    144 

On  the  bill  (8.  953)  for  the  relief  of  H.  B.  Wilson,  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  William  Tinder,  deceased j    146 
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36)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Martha  Vaughn  and  Mrs.  Louisa 
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100 
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114' 
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Committee  on  Claims — Continued. 

On  the  bill  (S.  873)  for  tbe  relief  of  William'G.  Ford,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  567)  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Swift  &  Co 

OnUiebill(S.  1037)  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Walworth 

Under  act  of  March  3,  1883,  referred  to  Court  of  Claims  the  following: 
On  January  9. 1884: 

BU1(S.  765)  for  the  relief  of  G.  E.  W.  Sharretts 

Bill  (8.  ll)fortherelief  of  RoeaV.  JeflBreys 

Memorial  of  Richard  T.  Bryan 

Bill(S.  166)  for  the  reUef  of  Oliver  H.  Perry 

On  January  16.  1884: 

Bill  (S.  335)  for  the  relief  of  John  Williams 

MeuMmal  of  Lewis  S.  Stevens - 

On  January  38,  1884: 

Bill  (S.  35)  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Twilight 

Bin  (S.  443)  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Payne - 

On  February  6.  1884: 

Bill  (a  1221)  for  the  relief  of  Martha  A.  RusseU 

Bill(S.  866)  for  the  relief  of  John  F.  Krany 

On  tbe  petitaon  of  Mahlon  C.  Frambes  and  others,  praying  for  the  pay- 
ment to  them  of  the  value  of  the  schooner  T.  P.  Lemed 

On  the  bill  (S.  86)  for  the  relief  of  L.  Madison  Day 

On  the  bill  (S.  70)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Cnmmings,  Hamilton  J. 
Miller,  and  William  McRoberts 

On  the  bill  (S.  1130)  for  the  relief  of  the  Madison  Female  Academy,  lo- 
cated at  Richmond,  Ky - - --. 

Ob  tbe  bin  (&  1240)  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  E.  E  Ferine,  administratrix  of 
William  PCTine 

On  the  bill  (S.  601)  to  provide  for  the  hearing  and  determining  by  the 
Ooart  of  Claims  of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  captured  and 
abandoned  property  of  said  State,  seized  by  the  United  States  during 
the  war  of  tiie  rebellion — 

On  tiie  bin  (S.  1254)  referrihg  the  claim  of  .Apollos  Hale,  administrator, 
to  the  Court  of  Claims - - 

On  the  bill  (S.  932)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Jane  Thompson,  executrix  of 
JeterL  Thompson,  deceased 

On  the  bin  (S.  448)  for  the  relief  of  GoorgeH.  Plant 

On  the  bin  (S.  477)  for  the  relief  of  Horace  A.  W.  Tabor 

On  the  bUl  (S.  1274)  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  B.  Clark  and  Sayles  J.  Bowen . 

On  the  bUl  (S.  1072)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Seat,  administrator  of 
OinsUan  Eropp,  deceased 

On  the  bUirS.  788)  for  the  relief  of  Warren  Hall 

On  the  bin  (S.  444)  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Fenlon 

On  the  bin  (S.  1031)  for  the  relief  of  W.  C.  Marsh 

OnthobfllfS.  1118)  for  the  reUef  Louisa  H.Hasell 

On  the  bin  ca  1170)  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Hawley  &  Sons 

On  the  bill  (S.  250)  to  provide  for  the  ascertainment  of  claims  of  American 
citizens  for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French  prior  to  the  31st  day 
of  Jnly,  1801 ;  and  also  the  petitions  of  Sarah  R.  Blake  and  others,  Eliza 
F.  DiUingham  and  others,  and  Harvey  Stanley  and  others 

On  ^  bin  (S.  582>for  the  relief  of  W.  H  Powell 

On  the  bm(S.  1099)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  M.  Harbin 

On  the  bill  (S.  294)  for  the  relief  of  Frank  Delia  Torre  and  Susan  F.  Delia 
Torre,  heirs  of  the  late  district  attorney  of  the  northern  district  of  Call- 
nia,  Peter  DelU  Torre,  deceased 

On  the  bin  (S.  1821)  to  reimburse  and  compensate  O.  W.  Streeter  for  mon- 
eys expended  and  services  performed  in  taking  the  census  of  Dakota  in 
1860 


146 
147 
148 


OnthebiU  (S.902)  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Tagarona 

On  the  bin  (S.  214)  for  the  relief  of  Maria  E.  Warfield 

On  the  bin  (S.  663)  to  pay  to  Julia  A.  Nutt,  widow  and  executrix  of  Hal- 
ler  Nntt,  deceased,  the  amount  of  money  reported  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General to  be  due  her— 
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216 
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235 
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236 
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237 
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INDEX   TO   REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 


Sabject. 


No. 


Committee  on  Claims— Continued. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1331 )  for  the  relief  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Newton, 
Mass 

On  the  bill  (8.  831)  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Robert  Carter 

On  thebill  (S.  3817)  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Testermaa 


On  the  bill  (S.  642)  for  the  relief  of  John  Fletcher. 

On  the  bill  (S.  758)  for  the  relief  of  William  L.  Nance,  and  the  additional 
evidence  presented  to  sustain  thedaim  now  made 

On  the  bill  (S.  401)  for  the  relief  of  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  at 
Natchez,  Miss ^ 

On  the  bill  (S.  896)  for  the  relief  of  Pearson  C.  Montgomery 

On  the  bill  (S.  492)  for  the  relief  of  Sallle  Jarratt,  executrix  of  Oregory 
Jarratt,  deceased 

On  the  bill  (S.  754)  in  regard  to  the  conveyance  and  devise  of  real  estate 
in  the  District  of  Columbia 

On  the  bill  (S.  536)  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Nicholas  J.  Bigby _ 

On  the  petition  of  T.  M.  En^ish,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Richard 
Fitzpatrick,  deceased... _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  509)  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Robert  H.  Montgomery. . 

On  the  bill  (S.  1034)  for  the  relief  of  James  Trabue,  Thornton  Thatcher, 
Michael  Callahan,  and  James  Waters 

On  the  bill  (S.  748)  referring  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  the  schooner 
Addie  B  Bacon  to  the  Court  of  Claims 

On  the  bill  (S.  71)  for  the  relief  of  the  creditors  and  assigns  of  Norman 
Wiard 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  M.  Blair 

On  the  petition  of  Charles  Schneider  and  Jacob  Schneider 

On  the  bill  (S.  1167)  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Marcus  Walker,  de- 
ceased   

On  the  bill  fS.  756)  for  the  relief  of  Rosa  Vertney  Jeffiney 

On  the  bill  (S.  604)  for  the  relief  of  George  MacDougal 

On  the  bill  (S.  85)  for  the  relief  of  the  Citizens'  Bank,  of  Louisiana 

Views  of  the  minority.     (Part  2) 

On  the  petition  of  Arent  B.  Sorensen,  for  compensation  for  property  taken 
for  public  use 

On  the  bill  (S.  723)  for  the  relief  of  Eugene  B.  Rail  and  others 

On  the  bill  (S.  879)  for  the  relief  of  P.  L.  Ward,  widow  and  executrix  of 
William  Ward,  deceased 

On  the  bill  (S.  534)  for  the  reHef  of  John  T.  Pickett—. •- 

On  the  bill  (S.  1014)  for  the  relief  of  the  corporation  of  Roman  Catholic 
clergymen  of  the  State  of  Maryland 

On  the  bill  (S.  305)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  T.  Stratton,  assignee  of  W.  B. 
Waldron 

On  the  bill  fS.  1384)  for  the  relief  of  James  S.  Clark  &  Co 

On  the  bill  (S.  1570)  for  the  reUef  of  H.  K.  Belding 

On  the  bill  (S.  2092)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sallie  Carroll 

On  the  bill  (S.  1744)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Martha  L.  Burch 

On  the  claim  of  Robert  Otis,  administrator  de  bonis  non  of  Roger  A.  Hiem. 

On  the  bills  (S.  274  and  2099)  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  Johnson  and  others. 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  56)  for  the  relief  of  Martin  and  P.  B. 
Murphy 

On  the  bill  (S.  2132)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  Morgan 

On  the  several  memorials  of  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
churches  at  Falls  Church,  Va.,  Fairfax  Court  House,  Va.,  Dumfries, 
Va.,  and  Arlington,  Va.,  and  the  petition  of  William  N.  Benkely, 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Virginia  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  praying  compensation  for  the  destruction  of 
the  church  buildings  and  furniture  belonging  to  said  organizations;  and 
also  the  memorial  of  the  Mount  Crawford  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
through  its  trustees,  praying  for  comjiensation  for  the  value  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  material  belonging  to  the  Mount  Crawford  church,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia 
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INDEX  TO  REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 


XXIX 


Subject. 


Vol. 


Committee  on  Claims — Continued. 

On  th«  bill  (S.  864)  for  the  lelief  of  William  G.  Ford,  administrator  of 

John  6.  Robinson,  deceased 

On  the  bill  (S.  1270)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Chawning 

On  the  bUl  (S.  171)  for  the  relief  of  J.  S.  Golladay  and  J.  W.  Bowling... 
On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Susan  A.  Shelby,  praying  additional  compensation 

for  cotton  seized  at  Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  in  1864 

On  the  bill  (S.  991)  for  the  relief  of  J.  Henry  Rives  _ _ 

OnthebUl  (S.  608)  for  the  relief  of  J.  S.  Underbill..- 

On  the  bill  (S.  688)  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Lucien  Goyaux 

On  the  bills  (8.  1391  and  2166)  referring  to  the  Court  of  Claims  the 

daim  for  property  seized  by  order  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  on  the 

Utah  expedition 

On  the  bill  (S.  1411)  for  the  relief  of  Santiago  de  Leon •_ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1774)  for  the  relief  of  William  Tabb 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2167)  for  the  relief  of  W.  J.  Hancock,  administrator 

of  J.  J.  Pnlliam,  deonksed _. 

On  the  bill  (S.  2168)  for  the  relief  of  the  executor  of  Ayers  P.  Merrill, 

deceased _ _ 

On  the  petition  of  George  Brown  for  relief  — 

On  the  bill  (S.  391)  for  the  relief  of  Wetmore  &  Brother,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.. 

On  the  bill  (8.  389)  for  the  relief  of  A.  L.  H.  Crenshaw 

On  the  bill  (S.  1073)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H.  Maddox 

On  the  bills  (&  511,  655,  and  2191)  for  the  relief  of  the  States  of  Oregon, 

NeTiida,and  California 

On  the  bill  (S.  1580)  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Kinkead,  of  Nevada^  and 

otbeiB 


On  the  bill  (8. 1648)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sallie  H.  Palmer 

On  the  bill  (S.  714)  for  the  relief  of  the  Mobile  Marine  Dock  Company.. 
On  the  bUl  (8.  803)  for  the  relief  of  Overton  Love  and  Wyatt  Gilchrist.  . 

On  the  bill  (S.  804)  for  the  relief  of  William  Beddo  and  others 

On  the  bill  (S.  870)  for  the  relief  of  R.  G.  Combs  and  others 

On  the  bill  (S.  1302)  for  the  relief  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Portiand, 
Owg. 


On  the  biU  (S.  567)  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Swifb  &  Co.,  partners,  and 
Alexander  Swift  and  Co.  and  the  Niles  Works 

On  the  bill  (S.  646)  for  the  relief  of  R.  G.  P.  White,  Peter  Hanger,  and 
L  T.Green _ 

On  the  bill  (8.  591)  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Chester  Ashley 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1800)  for  the  relief  of  J.  L.  Burchard 

OnthebUMS.  2025)  for  the  relief  of  John  Ricketts 

On  the  bill  (8.  1568)  for  the  relief  of  the  Florence  Masonic  Lodge,  No. 
14,  at  Florence,  Ala - 

On  the  biU  (S.  2172)  for  the  reUef  of  Mrs.  Clara  Morris 

On  the  bill  (8.  1071)  for  the  relief  of  James  R.  Howard,  formerly  assist- 
Mt  spedalagentof  the  Treasury  Department 

On  the  bill  (8.  2005)  to  authorize  the  Court  of  Claims  to  investigate  the 
claim  of  (Jeorge  F.  Brott  for  logs  used  in  the  construction  of  Fort  Aber- 
crombie,  Dakota,  and  to  give  judgment  for  the  same 

On  the  bill  (H.  2209)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H.  Maddox  and  others 

On  the  bill  (S.  2000)  to  reimburse  the  several  States  for  interest  paid  on 
war  loans  and  for  other  purposes 

On  the  bill  (8.  724)  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  McKay,  George  M.  Clapp, 
and  theexecntOTBof  Donald  McKay 

On  the  bill  (S.  1948)  to  require  the  payment  in  cash  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia of  $35,555.42  appropriated  for  said  State  by  an  act  to  refund  to  the 
State  of  Geoncia  certain  money  expended  by  said  State  for  the  common 
defense  in  1777,  approved  March  3,  1883 .1 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Noble,  praying  compensation  for  cotton  seized 
bf  the  United  States  during  the  late  rebellion 

On  the  bill  (8.  514)  for  the  relief  of  8.  B.  Cranston,  of  Oregon 

OntheWU  (8.  2247)  for  the  reHef  of  James  E.  Walter 
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INDEX   TO   REPORTS    OF   COMMITTEES. 


Subject. 


No.       Vol. 


OOMMITIEE  ON  CLAIMS— Contiiiued. 

On  the  bill  (S.  631)  for  the  relief  of  Dancan  S.  Cage  and  the  minor  heirs 
of  Alberto.  Cage,  deceased _ 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5377)  for  the  allowance  of  certain  claims  reported  by 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  United  States  Treasury  Department 

On  the  bill  (S.  744)  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Saulpaw 

On  the  bill  (S.  1946)  for  the  relief  of  Richard  C.  Ridgway  and  others 

On  the  bill  (S.  1135)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  H.  Sibley 

On  the  bill  (S.  267)  for  the  relief  of  Hadley  Hobson 

On  the  billjs.  169)  for  the  relief  of  Amelia  B.  Caldwell,  administratrix 
of  John  H.  Caldwell 

On  the  bill  (S.  887)  for  the  relief  of  Herman  Ruge 

On  the  bill  (S.  961)  to  provide  for  paying  certain  advances  made  to  the 
United  States  by  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 

On  the  bill  (S.  1972)  for  the  relief  of  Edway  A.  Grant 

On  the  bill  (S.  1025)  for  the  relief  of  William  Ervin 

On  the  bill  (S.  565)  for  the  relief  of  Rev.  Worcester  Willey 

On  the  bill  (8. 1711)  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  E.  Saundere  and  J.  A.  Dedm, 
of  Franklin,  La 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1198)  for  the  relief  of  John  Taylor  &  Son — 

On  the  bill  (S.  1884)  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  A.  Dwight  and  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Henry  W.  Taylor 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  3)  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  John  W.  Judson — 

On  the  bill  (S.  387)  for  the  relief  of  David  Waldo  &  Co 

On  the  bill  (S.  506)#>r  the  relief  of  Claude  H.  Masten,  surviving  partner 
of  the  firm  of  Le  Vert  &  Masten,  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  the  children  of 
Octavia  Le  Vert,  widow  of  his  deceased  partner '. _.. 

On  the  bill  (8.  768)  for  the  relief  of  the  National  Bank  of  Western 
Arkansas 

On  the  bill  (8.  1607)  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators  of  the  estate  of 
Isaac  P.  Tioe,  deceased — 

On  the  bill  (S.  630)  for  the  relief  of  Cora  A.  Slocumb,  Ida  A.  Richardson, 
and  Caroline  Augusta  Urquhart 

On  the  bill  (S.  254)  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  L.  Fish 


COMMITTSE  OK  COMHEBCB. 

On  the  bill  (8. 1422)  making  the  city  of  Tacoma,  in  Washington  Territory, 
in  the  customs  district  of  Puget  Sound,  a  port  of  delivery,  and  the  bill 
(8.1423)  making  the  dty  of  Seattle,  in  Washington  Territory,  in  the 
Puget  Sound  customs  district,  a  port  of  delivery 

On  the  bill  (S.  1202)  to  provide  for  and  aid  in  the  construction  and  to  reg- 
ulate the  operation  of  a  ship-canal  between  Lakes  Union  and  Washing- 
ton and  Puget  Sound,  in  Washington  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6657)  authorizing  the  Saint  Cloud  Wat^-Power  and 
Mill  Company  to  construct  a  dam  across  the  Mississippi  River  at  Saint 
Cloud,  Minn _ — — - 


CX)MMITTSE  OK  THE  DISTBICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

On  the  bill  (S.  729)  for  the  protection  of  children  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  for  other  purposes 

On  the  bill  (S.  1432)  for  the  relief  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  of  the 
District  of  Columbia : - _. 

On  the  bill  ^S.  1148)  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Moses 

On  the  bill  (8.  1104)  relating  to  acknowledgment  of  conveyances  of  land  in 
the  District  of  Columbia _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1063)  to  amend  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States 
relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia 

On  the  bill  (8.  1477)  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the 
Potomac  River  at  the  Three  Sisters,  near  Georgetown,  D.  C 
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XXXI 


Subject. 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA— Continued. 

On  the  petition  of  Belva  A.  Lockwood  and  others  that  a  woman  deputy 

warden  be  appointed  to  the  jail  of  the  District  of  Columbia 

On  the  bill  rs.  665)  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Cook  ... 

On  the  bill  (S.  349)  for  payment  to  Daniel  Donovan  for  additional  labor 

and  services  rendered  the  District  of  Columbia 

On  the  bill  (S.  1319)  for  payment  to  Thomas  McMahon  for  labor  and  serv- 

kxSj&c - 

On  the  bill  (8.  1625)  for  the  relief  of  William  Bowen.. 

Ontiiebill  (8. 1288)  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  C.  Bateman 

Ontbebill(H.  R.  2344)  for  the  relief  of  Melissa  G.  Polar 

Onthebill(H.  R.  2346)  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  H.  Redmond 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4689)  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  W.  Patterson 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2858)  tor  the  relief  of  John  ConnoUy 

On  tiie  Mil  (S.  1501)  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Strachan,  John  H.  Johnson, 

Semuel  M.  Biyan,  George  Combs,  Annie  Botts,  and  George  A.  Hawkins. 
On  the  lull  (H.  a2344)  for  thereUef  of  MelinaG.  Pohir 

COMMITTEB  ON  SDUCATIOK  AND  LABOB. 

On  the  bill  (S.  398)  to  aid  in  the  establishment  and  temporaiy  support  of 

eommoD  schools 

Sapplemental  report.     (Part  2) 

On  the  bill  (S.  140)  to  establish  aBareau  of  Statistics  of  Labor 

On  the  bill  (S.  654)  to  provide  for  a  commission  on  the  subject  of  the 
aleobolic  Uqnpr  traffic — - 

On  the  bill  (S.  1464)  creating  a  commission  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  upon  the  material,  industrial,  and  intellectual 
piogrefls  made  by  the  colored  people  of  this  country  since  1865,  and  mak- 
ing sppropriation  for  the  same... 

On  the  bill  (8.  2170)  relating  to  the  eight-hour  Uw : 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2550)  to  prohibit  the  importation  and  migration  of 
findgnen  and  aliens  under  contract  or  agreement  to  perform  labor  in 
the  United  States,  its  Territories,  and  the  District  of  Columbia 

Ontiiebill  (S.  1457)  to  legalize  the  incorporation  of  national  trades-unions. 

COMMITTEB  ON  FINANCS. 

On  the  bill  (S.  332)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Shannon,  of  San  Francisco, 
Cil 


On  the  existing  tariff  on  imports  into  the  United  States,  &c. ,  and  the  free 
list,  together  with  comparative  tables  of  present  and  past  tarifb,  and 
other  statistics  relating  thereto.. - 

On  the  bill  (S.  528)  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Q.  Howe,  surviving  partner  of 
WUIiam  T.  Pate  &  Co 

On  the  bill  (S.  10)  for  the  relief  of  Harry  I.  Todd,  late  keeper  of  the  Ken- 
tncky  Penitentiary. 

On  the  bill  (S.351)  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Smiley 

On  thebiU  (8.  806)  for  the  reUef  of  John  McNeills 

On  the  bill  (S.  895)  for  the  relief  of  J.  D.  Morrison,  surviving  partner  of 
the  firm  of  C.  M.  A  J.  D.  Morrison 

OnthebiU(S.  919)  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  McCUntock 

On  the  bill  (S.  336}  releasing  the  estate  of  the  late  Frank  Soul6,  late  col- 
lector of  internal  revenue  for  the  first  district  of  California,  and  his 
sureties  from  liability  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 

On  the  bill  (S.  1393)  to  reimburse  Frailey  &  De  Verne  for  money  paid  into 
Treasury  of  the  United  States 

On  the  bill  (S.  1242)  to  reimburse  Elizabeth  Comstock  customs  dues  paid 
by  her  on  articles  donated  for  the  relief  of  colored  refugees 

On  the  bill  (S.  630)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Ayres,  of  Evansville,  Ind |    294 

On  the  bill  (8.  823)  for  the  reUef  of  Thomas  Lynch 295 

On  the  bill  (S.  1237)  for  the  relief  of  Betts,  Nichols&Co 303 
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IITDEX  TO   REPORTS   OP   COMMITTEES. 


Subject 


VoL 


COMMITTSE  ON  FINANCE— Oontiiiued. 

On  the  bill  (S.  329)  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  the  late  J.  O.  Rawlins. 
On  the  bill  (8.  1153)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  deliver 

to  the  rigfatfhl  ovmers  the  conteUts  of  certain  boxes  deposited  in  the 

Treasury  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  War 

On  the  bill  (S.  1538)  for  therelief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  estate 

of  James  Beaty,  deceased,  late  of  Baltimore,  Md 

On  the  bill  (S.  968)  for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Hurst , 

On  the  bill  (S.  1664)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  estate 

of  David  Wood,  deceased.. _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1665)  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Gator,  surviving  partner  of 

the  finnof  Aymar  &  Co.,  of  New  York  City - 

On  the  bill  (S.  719)  to  provide  for  the  refund  of  excess  of  duties  assessed 

and  collected  on  imports  of  raw  sugars 

On  the  bill  (S.  956)  for  the  relief  of  Pattison  &  CaldweU 

On  the  bill  (S.  535)  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  George  F.  Elliott 

On  the  bill  (S.  459)  to  refund  excessive  duties  caused  by  extraordinary 

overvaluation  of  the  Austrian  florin  in  the  year  1878 _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  969)  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Smith,  late  surveyor  of 

customs  for  the  port  of  Memphis,  State  of  Tennessee 

On  the  bill  (S.  562)  for  the  relief  of  Orville  Horwitz,  trustee  for  C.  D. 

De  Ford  &Co 

On  the  bill  (S.  862)  for  the  relief  of  Uriel  Crocker 

On  the  bill  (S.  344)  to  regulate  the  payment  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  in 

foreign  countries  on  persons,  firms,  companies,  or  corporations  in  the 

United  States,  where  the  amount  to  be  paid  is  named  in  foreign  ooins.. 
On  the  bill  (S.  1861)  for  the  relief  of  the  Atlantic  Alcohol  Company  of 

Atlantic,  State  of  Iowa 

On  the  bill  (S.  2230)  for  relief  of  First  National  Bank  of  Marion,  Iowa 

On  the  bill  (S.  2321)  for  the  relief  of  Bessie  S.  Gilmore 
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578 
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COMMITTEE  ON  FISHERIES. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3106)  to  protect  the  fish  in  the  Potomac,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  to  provide  a  spawning-ground  for  shad  and  herring 
in  the  said  Potomac  River -. 

On  the  bill  (S.  155)  for  the  protection  of  the  fisheries  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  27)  as  to  giving  notice  to  terminate  the 
convention  of  June  3, 1875,  with  His  M^esty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  : 

Islands - 76 

Views  of  the  minority.     (Part  2) _ |      76 

On  the  bill  and  joint  resolution  (S.  223  and  S.  Res.  2)  relating  to  the  claim 
of  Helen  M.  Fiedler,  widow  and  executrix  of  Ernest  Fiedler,  deceased, 
praying  on  behalf  of  herself  and  children  that  Congress  will  intervene 
so  as  to  aid  her  in  collecting  a  claim  alleged  to  be  due  to  her  late  hus- 
hsLud  from  the  Government  of  Brazil... 

Ou  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  63)  to  permit  Augustus  J.  Cassard  to  ac- 
cept a  gold  medal  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Government  of  France. .. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1596)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Martin  Kenofeky 

On  the  bill  (S.  1742)  to  authorize  Albert  T.  Stream,  keeper  of  the  life- 
saving  station  at  Shoalwater  Bay,  Washington  Territory,  to  accept  a 
medal  awarded  to  him  by  the  British  Government 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  37)  allowing  the  widow  of  General  Jesse 
H.  Moore,  late  consul  at  Callao,  Peru,  one  year's  salary 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  46)  relative  to  an  accepted  draft  in  the 
Department  of  State -." 

On  the  bill  (S.  1876)  providing  for  an  inspection  of  meats  for  exportation, 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  adulterated  articles  of  food  or  drink, 
and  authorizing  the  President  to  make  proclamation  in  certain  cases, 

and  for  other  purposes 

Views  of  the  minority.     (Part  2) 
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Sabject. 


GoxMiTTEE  ON  FOBEiox  RELATIONS— Continued. 

Od  the  bill  (S.  155)  for  tbe  protection  offish  and  fisheries  on  the  Atlantic 
ooast —  - -- 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  43)  for  the  erection  of  a  bronze  equestrian 
statue  to  Simon  Bolivar,  in  the  city  of  Washington 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  68)  and  Mis.  Doc.  59,  relating  to  the  occu- 
pation of  the  Congo  oountiy,  in  Africa _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1158)  to  provide  for  the  execution  of  the  provisions  of  arti- 
tide  2  of  the  supplemental  commercial  treaty  of  November  17,  1880, 
between  the  United  States  and  China  for  repression  of  the  opium  traffic. 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  14)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Jane  Venable.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1983)  to  compensate  Enoch  Jacobs  for  services  rendered 
the  Department  of  State - 

On  the  bill  (S.  1880)  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Phcaniz ._. 

Propose,  in  lien  of  bills  S.  347,  594,  and  1700,  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
(H.  R.  6770)  making  appropriations  for  the  consular  and  diplomatic 
aerrice  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1885,  and  ask  its  reference  to 
Committee  on  Appropriations - 

On  the  petition  of  Miguel  Capella,  a  citizen  or  subject  of  Spain,  making 
daiffi  for  compensation  fix)m  the  United  States  for  losses  sustained  dur- 
ing tbe  war  of  the  rebellion,  in  Alabama - - -— 

On  the  petition  of  Philip  Schatzle,  of  Germany -.. 

On  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  January 
23,1884.  The  resolution  is  as  follows:  ^^ Resolved:  That  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  the 
Senate  such  legislation  as  shall  protect  our  interests  against  those  gov- 
emm^its  which  have  prohibited  or  restrained  the  importation  of  meats 
from  the  United  States;  and  the  committee  is  further  instructed  to  re^ 
port  what  discriminations  are  made  against  exports  ftom.  the  United 
States  by  the  tariff  laws  of  the  principal  countries  of  Europe  and 
America,  especially  France,  Germany,  Mexico,  and  Brazil,  by  reason  of 
eommerdal  or  other  special  treaties  or  agreements  with  more  fiivored 
nations,  and  to  report  the  causes  which  led  to  such  discriminations,  the 
efforts,  if  any,  that  have  been  made  to  remove  them,  and  what  legisla- 
tion, if  any,  is  necessary  to  place  the  United  States  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  most  favored  nations.  This  investigation  is  not,  however,  to 
delay  the  action  of  the  committee  on  the  first  branch  of  this  resolution'' . 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6770)  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  same 

On  the  Senate  resolution  (Mis.  Doc.  No.  70)  in  relation  to  negotiations 
with  Spain 


COMMITTEE  ON   INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

On  the  bill  (S  271)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Louisa  Boddy,  of  Oregon.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  84)  entitled  **A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  ascertain  the  amounts  due  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  for 
supplies  furnished  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians  of  Minnesota  subse- 
qnent  to  August,  1860,  and  prior  to  the  massacre  of  August,  1862,  and 
proriding  for  the  payment  thereof  " 

On  the  bill  (S.  460)  to  authorize  the  sale  of  timber  on  certain  lands  r&- 
serred  for  the  use  of  tbe  Menomonee  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin _. > 

On  the  petitions  praying  that  the  Oklahoma  lands  in  tiie  Indian  Territory 
he  opened  for  settlement.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  938)  confirming  to  W.  S.  Byers  &  Co.  the  right  to  take  and 
Q8e  water  from  the  Umatilla  River,  on  the  Umatilla  Reservation  in  the 
State  of  Oregon,  for  manu&ctnring  and  other  purposes 

On  the  bill  (8.  1108)  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  Iowa  Indian  Reserva- 
tion in  the  States  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  for  the  issuance  of  a  patent 
for  a  reservation  for  the  Iowa  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory, 
sod  for  other  purposes . 

8.  Rep. III 
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Subject. 


Committee  on  Indian  Affairs — Continued. 

On  the  bill  (S.  66)  entitled  ''A  bill  providing  for  allotment  of  lands  in 
severalty  to  the  Indians  residing  upon  the  Umatilla  Reservation,  in  the 
State  of  Oregon,  and  granting  patents  therefor,  and  for  other  purposes  " . 

On  the  bill  (S.  1706)  to  accept  and  ratify  an  agreement  with  the  confed- 
erated tribes  of  the  Flathead,  Kootenay,  and  Upper  Fend  d'Oreilles 
Indians  for  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  their  reservation  in  the  Territory 
of  Montana,  required  for  the  use  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  and 
to  make  the  necessary  appropriations  for  carrying  out  the  same 

On  the  bill  (S.516)  to  fu^ust  the  accounts  of  Joho  B.  Monteith, deceased. 

On  the  bUl  (8.  1756)  to  divide  a  portion  of  the  reservation  of  the  Sioux 
Nation  of  Indians,  in  Dakota,  into  separate  reservations,  and  to  secure 
the  relinquishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  remainder 

On  the  reaolutionof  the  Senate  of  Decembers,  1883,  instructing  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  policy  and  expediency  of  creating  a  mili- 
itary  academy  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  for  the  training  and  edu- 
cation of  IncUan  youths  and  men  up  to  a  proper  age  as  soldiers,  and  of 
admitting  them,  when  qualified,  into  the  Regular  Army  as  enlisted  men . 

On  the  bill  (S.  1564)  providing  for  the  allotment  of  lands  in  severalty  to 
certain  Chippewa  Ixidians  of  Lake  Superior,  residing  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  and  granting  patents  therefor 

On  the  bill  (S.  1554)  for  the  relief  of  S.  N.  Wood 

On  the  bill  TS.  1530)  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  John  Cook 

On  the  bill  (S.  467)  to  provide  for  a  settlement  with  the  Indians  who  were 
parties  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Buffi&lo  Creek,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1838,  for  the  unexecuted  stipulation 
of  that  treaty — _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  2300)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  ascer- 
tain the  amounts  due  to  Nathan  Myrick,  Joseph  and  Charles  M.  Dai- 
ley,  William  H.  Forbes,  and  Louis  Roberts  &  Co.,  or  their  legal  rep- 
resentatives, citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  supplies  furnished  to 
the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Indians  of  Minnesota  subsequent  to  August,  1860, 
and  prior  to  the  massacre  of  August,  1862,  and  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment thereof _ - 


OOMMITTEE  ON  THE  JUDICIABY. 

On  the  bill  (S.  178)  to  repeal  section  714  of  the  Revised  Statutes  allow- 
ing pensions  to  iudges  in  certain  cases ^ 

On  the  bill  (S.  60)  to  declare  certain  land  subject  to  taxation 

On  the  bill  (S.  1691)  referring  the  claim  of  T.  A.  Walker  and  Augusta  C. 
Todd  to  the  Court  of  Claims  for  a4iadication _ 

On  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  April  16,  1884:  Re- 
solved.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  directed  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  Paul  Strobach,  whose  confirmation  as  marshal  of  the 
middle  and  southern  judicial  districts  of  Alabama  has  been  rejected 
by  the  Senate,  is  now  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  whether 
he  is  entitled  to  execute  the  powers  and  duties  of  such  office  in  the 
place  of  M.  C.  Osbom,  who  was  suspended  by  order  of  the  President 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBK4BV. 


On  the  bill  (S.  1309)  appropriating  $40,000  to  provide  statuary  and 
historical  tablets  for  the  Saratoga  Monument ...      _ 267 

On -the  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  a  statue  of  Chief- 
Justice  Marshall _ 544 
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COMMITTEE  ON  MILITABY   AFFAIttS. 

On  the  bill  (S.  368)  for  the  relief  of  Oscar  Eastniond  and  James  W. 


Atwill . 


On  the  bill  (S.  56)  for  the  relieiof  Lieut.  C.  C.  Norton 
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Subject. 


Vol, 


Committee  on  Militaby  AFFAiRS-^Ck)ntmued. 


Onthebai(S.  439)  for  the  relief  of  George  A.  Jaeger 

On  the  bill  (S.  1033)  giving  a  military  record  to  Alexander  Francesco, 
deoeaaed _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  543)  for  the  relief  of  Martin  L.  Bundy _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  363)  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  P.  Vallum _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  156)  to  amend  section  1661  of  the  Revised  Statutes  mak- 
ing an  annual  appropriation  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia 

On  the  bill  (S.  472)  for  the  relief  of  George  P.  Webster _ 

OntbebiU  (S.  158)  for  the  relief  of  Fitz-John  Porter.. 

Views  of  the  minority.     (Part  2) 

On  the  bill  (S.  641)  concerning  details  from  the  Army 

On  the  bill  {S.  726)  for  the  relief  of  Calvin  S.  Montague 


On  the  bill  (S.  1147)  completing  the  military  record  of  Alexander  Fisher. 

On  the  bill  (S.798)  for  the  relief  of  William  D.  Haley 

On  the  bill  (8.  924)  for  the  reHef  of  Lieut  M.  O'Brien 

On  the  bill  (S.  940)  relating  to  daima  of  the  State  of  Missouri 

On  the  bill  (S.  230)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  settle 
thedaim  of  the  State  of  Florida  on  account  of  expenditures  made  in 
Bappressing  Indian  hostilities 

On  the  bill  (S.  300)  for  the  relief  of  Maj.  William  M.  Maynadier,  paymas- 
ter in  the  United  States  Army — 

On  the  bill  (S.  469)  to  increase  the  salaries  and  pay  of  the  chaplains  in 
the  Army 

On  the  bill  (S.  207)  to  amend  section  1190  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
United  States  rdating  to  paymasters'  clerks  of  the  United  States 
Army 

On  bill  (S.  642)  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Hogarty 

On  the  bill  (8.  809)  to  indemniiy  the  State  of  California  for  balances  paid 
and  remaining  due  on  account  of  indebtedness  incurred  in  the  Indian 


On  the  bill  (8.  997)  for  the  relief  of  David  A.  Williams 

On  the  bill  (S.  1140)  for  the  relief  of  Lieut.  Georgp  W.  Kingsbury 

On  the  bill  (8.  478)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  relinquish  and 
tun  over  to  the  Interior  Department  certain  parts  of  the  Camp  Doug- 
lis  Military  Reservation,  in  the  Territory  of  Utah 

On  the  bm  (a  483)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of  Nebraska 

On  the  bill  (8.  1053)  for  the  relief  of  William  Pfeander,  late  lieutenant- 
eolonel  of  the  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry  Volunteers - 

On  the  memorial  of  B.  W.  Brioe  and  other  paymasters  of  the  United  States 
Anny,  who  served  as  such  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  asking  for 
additional  compensation  for  the  services  rendered  by  them 

On  the  bill  (S.  1049)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  H.  Woodward 

On  the  bill  (S.  644)  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John 
W.  Dear,  deceased  ___ 

On  the  bill  (8.  921)  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Crudgington 

OnthebUl(S.  1107)  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Knowles 

On  the  bill  (8.  1103)  to  remove  the  charge  of  desertion  from  the  military 
record  of  William  H.  Fenton 

On  the  bill  (8.  922)  for  the  relief  of  John  Gibson _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  859)  to  remove  the  charge  of  desertion  from  the  military 
reooidof  John  Shanks _ 

On  the  bill  (8.  858)  for  the  relief  of  Richard  H.  White 

On  the  bill  (8.  949)  to  amend  and  correct  an  act  approved  January  29, 
1979«  aatlrarizing  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Junius  L.  Powell  as  assist- 
ant sorgeon  in  the  United  States  Army _ 

On  the  bill  (8. 1412)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  Wacto  adjust  and  set- 
tle the  account  for  arms  between  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  the 
Gorenunent  of  the  United  States — 

On  the  bill  (8.  899)  to  provide  promotion  in  the  corps  of  judge-advo- 
eateg _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1581)  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  abs^doned  and  useless 
oulitary  reservations 
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Subject 


No.      Vol. 


Committee  on  Military  Affairs — Continued. 


I  for  the  relief  of  John  A.Hart 

I  for  the  relief  of  John  Ogden _ 

I  for  the  relief  of  August  Thieman 

I  for  the  relief  of  C.  M.  Wilcox.     (Views  of  the  minor- 


On  the  bill  (S.  557 

On  the  biU  (S.  920 

On  the  bill  (S.  935] 

On  the  bill  (S.  139; 
ity) - 

On  the  bill  (S.  1618)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  certifi- 
cates of  discharge  to  certain  members  of  the  Missouri  Home  Guards.  . 

On  the  bills  (S.  838,  899,  and  1541)  to  provide  promotion  in  the  corps  of 
judge-advocates..- 

On  the  bill  (S.  1352)  for  the  relief  of  William  McNamara 

On  the  bill  (S.  83)  for  the  relief  of  Bvt.  Mjy.  John  H.  Walker 

On  the  bill  fS.  262)  relating  to  the  muster-rolls  of  Oregon  Volunteers. .. 

On  the  bill  (S.  445)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  legal  representative  of 
Robert  J.  Bangnees 

On  the  bill  (S.  1581)  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  abandoned  and  useless 
military  reservations - 

On  the  bill  (S.  91)  for  the  relief  of  the  trustees  of  Isaac  R.  Trimble 

On  the  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  153)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
ftimish  tents  for  the  fifth  annual  reunion  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the 
Northwest,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  in  the  month  of  August,  1884 

On  the  bill  (S.  1219)  donating  condemned  cast-iron  cannon  to  the  citizens 
of  Waterville,  Me 

On  the  bill  (S.  1522)  donating  cannon  to  R.  H.  Graham  Post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Moline,  111.— 

On  the  bill  (S.  1517)  donating  eight  condemned  cannon  to  be  used  in  the 
erection  of  a  statue  to  the  memory  of  General  William  H.  Lytic,  of 
Ohio 1 .• - 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  60)  donating  condemned  cannon  to  the 
town  of  Cavendish,  Vt 

On  the  bill  (S.  1528)  donating  four  condemned  mortars,  four  cannon  and 
carriages,  and  one  hundred  shell  and  shot  to  the  town  of  Rutland,  Vt.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1527)  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  deliver  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Kansas  four  pieces  of  condemned  cannon  for  the 
use  of  the  Leavenworth  Light  Infantry  Battalion .. _ .' 

On  the  bill  (S.  545)  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  CoL  Lyman  M.  Kellogg. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1106)  for  the  relief  of  Frances  H.  Plummer 

On  the  bill  (S.  733)  dedicating  the  military  reservation  at  Plattsburg,  N. 
Y.,  to  the  village  of  Plattsburg  for  a  public  jwrk 

On  the  bill  (S.  1347)  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  loss  of  the  Gov- 
ernment steamer  J.  Don  Cameron 

On  the  bill  (S.  1361)  giving  a  military  record  to  Thomas  Miller 

On  the  bill  (S.  81)  to  confirm  the  title  of  Benjamin  F.  Pope  to  his  office 
of  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Army 

OnthebUl  (S.  1316)  for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Armstrong. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1267)  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  Huckaby 

On  the  bills  (S.  63  and  583)  for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Morgan.. 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  67)  in  relation  to  the  claim  made  by  Dr. 
John  B.  Read  against  the  United  States _ -- 

On  the  bill  (S.  12^)  to  place  John  Jones,  late  captain  First  Minnesota 
Battery,  on  the  retired  list  of  the  Army 

On  the  petition  of  F.  L.  Hagadom,  praying  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be 
authorized  to  purchase  his  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  improved  am- 
munition chests 

On  the  bill  (S.  1229)  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  H.  Stark 

On  the  bill  (S.  1027)  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Woodward 

On  the  bill  (S.  853)  to  fix  the  rank  of  certain  retired  officers  of  the  Army. . 

On  the  bill  (S.  1212)  to  authorize  the  extension  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Railway  to  a  point  on  the  military  lands  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Va 

On  the  bill  (S.  789)  providing  for  certain  time  allowances  in  computing 
the  longevity  pay  of  officers  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army.. 
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xxxvn 


Subject. 


Committee  on  Military  Affairs — Continued. 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  39)  correcting  the  military  record  of  Wick- 
liffe  Cooper,  deceased,  late  m%jor  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  brevet  colonel, 
United  States  Army _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  512)  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho, 
sod  Montana  who  served  in  connection  with  the  United  States  troops 
in  the  war  with  the  Nez  Perc^  Indians,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  such  as  were  killed  in  such  service,  and  for  other  purposes 

On  the  bill  (S.  345)  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  Army 

On  the  bill  (S.  1056)  explanatory  of  an  act  directing  the  Second  Auditor 
toaettie  the  pay  and  bounty  account  of  John  Ammahaie  (or  Ammahe), 
p«»ed  June  30,  1876 _ _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  651)  to  authotize  the  President  to  restore  Charles  Brewster 
to  his  former  rank  in  the  Army 

On  the  biU  (S.  1449)  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  tlie  military  reservation  on 
the  island  of  Bois  Blanc,  in  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw,  in  the  State  of 
Michi^n,  and  for  other  purposes 

On  the  bill  (S.  1123)  to  restore  Louis  J.  Sacriste  to  the  rank  of  second  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Army  and  place  him  on  the  retired  list.- ^ _ _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1629)  giving  a  military  record  to  John  C.  Bullock,  deceased. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1488)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  supply  the  South 
Quolina  Military  Academy  with  camp  equipage — _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1419)  for  the  relief  of  Rupert  G.  Hill 

On  the  bill  (S.  657)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust 
ud  settle  the  expenses  of  Indian  wars  in  Nevada 

On  the  bill  (S.  1304)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  territorial  authorities  and  the  people  of  Idaho 
in  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in  the  years  1877  and  1878, 
known  as  the  Bannock  and  Nez  Perc4  outbreaks - 

On  the  petition  of  Capt.  Anson  Northup  for  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered 


321 


On  the  bill  (S.  779)  for  a  survey  and  estimate  for  a  railroad  from  the  main- 
land to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  for  a  canal  connecting  the  same  with  the 
Saint  John's  River,  for  military  and  naval  services 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  76)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
loui  the  governor  of  North  Carolina  certain  tents  and  camp  equipage 
for  the  use  of  the  mili^  of  the  State 

On  tike  bill  (8. 1300)  to  authorize  the  President  to  restore  Tenodor  Ten  Eyek 
to  his  former  rank  in  the  Army  and  to  place  him  upon  the  retired  list 
of  Army  officers 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2487)  for  the  relief  of  Bvt.  M^j.  Gen.WiUiamW.  Averell- 

On  th«  bill  (S.  675)  to  extend  the  benefits  of  section  4  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1866,"  approved  Biarch  3,  1866 

OnthcbiU  rs.  521)  for  the  relief  of  Ernest  H.  Wardwell 

On  the  bill  (S.  1437)  to  remove  the  charge  of  desertion  from  the  military 
record  of  David  A.  Hawk 


On  the  bill  fS.  1631)  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Blake 

On  the  bill  (S.  651)  to  authorize  the  President  to  restore  Charles  Brew- 
statohis  former  rank  in  the  Army _ 

On  the  bill  (8. 1798)  for  the  relief  of  Edward  L.  Keyes 

On  the  bill  (S.  1920)  to  authorize  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
snd  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  Dr.  A.  P.  Prick  an  assistant  sur- 
geon in  the  United  States  Army 

On  the  bill  (S.  286)  granting  the  right  of  way  through  a  military  reser- 
vation to  a  railroad  company 

On  Executive  Document  No.  28,  being  the  report  of  the  Inspector-General 
of  Uie  Army  of  the  United  States  of  an  inspection  of  the  Soldiers'  Home 
at  Washington.  D.  C,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
Ooogress  prescribing  regulations  for  said  Home,  and  for  other  purposes, 
i^iproved  Biarch  3, 1883 


337 

2 

341 

2 

342 

2 

364 

3 

378 

3 

383 
384 

3 
3 

385 
386 

3 

3 

406 

407 
410 

415 

417 


418 
424 


436 
437 

439 
441 

442 
445 


446 
451 


Vol. 


3 
3 


Digitized  by 


453  3 

Lioogle 


xxxvin 


INDEX   TO    REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 


Subject. 


Committee  on  Militahy  Affairs — Continued. 

On  the  petition  of  Wolflf  &  Brown,  per  John  B.  Wolflf,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  horses  taken -.--_- — 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  328)  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  T.  Da^is,  late  second 
lieutenant  Company  H,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Volunteers 

On  the  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  236)  to  loan  flags  to  the  city  of  Charlotte, 
N.  C 


On  the  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  223)  to  loan  to  the  mayor  of  Richmond, 
Va.,  a  certain  number  of  flags 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  351)  authorizing  the  muster-in  and  dischaiige  of  Henry 
Z.  Blinn .- - - 

On  the  bill  (S.  1921)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ac^ust  and  set- 
tle the  account  for  arms,  ammunition,  and  accouterments  between  the 
Territory  of  Montana  and  the  United  States — 

On  the  bill  (S.  569)  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  a  joint  resolution  en- 
titled ^' Joint  resolution  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  Fourth  Ar- 
kansas Mounted  Infantry  Volunteers,'*  approved  March  18, 1870 

On  the  bill  (S.  2075)  donating  condemned  cannon  to  the  Women!^  Sol- 
diers* Monument  Association  of  Lansing,  Mich 

On  the  bill  (8.  2076)  to  donate  condemned  cast-iron  cannon  and  cannon- 
balls  to  Post  41,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Department  of  Michi- 
gan, for  monumental  purposes — -. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1586)  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  members  of  Company 
G,  First  United  States  Artilleiy 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  578)  to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  certain  portion  of  the 
Fort  Hays  Military  Reservation,  Kansas... _ 

On  the  joint  resolnUon  (H.  Res.  179)  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  from  the  sergeants  of  the  Signal  Corps  two 
second  lieutenants -- 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3932)  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Thomas 

On  the  bill  (S.  1845)  authorizing  the  Secretaxy  of  War  to  set  apart  certain 
lands  of  the  Fort  Bidwell  Military  Reservation  for  cemetery  purposes.. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3936)  tor  the  relief  of  Bei\jamin  F.  Millard 

On  the  bill  (S.  2139)  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  neoesBaiy  buildings 
upon  the  Government  reservation  at  West  Point,  N.  Y 

On  the  bill  (S.  644)  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John 
W.  Dear,  deceased 

On  the  bill  (S.  1758)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Blake,  a  chaplain  in  the 
United  States  Army 

On  the  Joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  209)  granting  the  use  of  cannon,  tents, 
and  muskets  to  ex-Union  soldiers  for  reunion  purposes 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  83)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
his  discretion,  to  make  exchange  of  tents  for  Gatling  guns  with  the 
National  Guard  of  Alabama,  and  for  other  purposes 

On  the  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  244)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  his  discretion,  to  make  exchange  of  tents  for  Gatling  guns  with  the 
National  Guard  of  Alabama,  and  for  other  purposes 

On  the  bill  (S.  617)  for  the  relief  of  James  Belger 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4977)  to  authorize  the  extension  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Railway  Company  to  a  point  on  the  military  lands  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  Va — 

On  the  bill  (S.  2233)  for  the  relief  of  John  Hollins  McBUir 

On  the  joint  resolution  (H.  Res.  210)  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
furnish  copies  of  certain  muster-rolls  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  ! 
and  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  86)  to  fhrnish  copies  of  certain  military  | 
records  to  the  State  of  New  York j 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1628)  authorizing  and  directing  the  sale  of  the  real  ■ 
estate  and  riparian  rights  now  owned  by  the  United  States  at  Harper's  { 
Ferry,  in  the  State  <^  West  Virginia ' 

On  the  Dill  (S.  1646)  to  authorize  the  continuance  in  force  of  an  act  ap-  ^ 
proved  June  23,  1870,  entitled  *'An  act  to  continue  the  act  to  author-  t 
ize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  "., 
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XXXIX 


Subject. 


No. 


Vol. 


Committee  on  Militaey  Affairs— Continued. 

Od  the  bill  (H.  R.  4383)  to  reliere  certain  soldiers  fix>m  tbe  charge  of 
dttertion 

Od  the  bill  (H.  R.  1017)  in  relation  to  the  Inspector-General's  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army 

committee  on  naval  affaibs. 

On  the  bill  (S.717)  for  the  relief  of  John  G.  Rose 

On  the  bill  (8.  660)  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendations  of  the  Board 
of  Admirals,  convened  pursuant  to  joint  resolution  approved  February 
5, 1879,  in  the  case  of  Commander  James  H.  Sands,  United  States  Navy. 

On  tbe  bill  (S.  661)  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendations  of  the  Board 
of  Admirals,  convened  pursuant  to  joint  resolution  of  February  6, 1879, 
in  tbe  case  of  Commander  Charles  D.  Sigsbee,  United  States  Navy 

On  the  bill  (S.  662)  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendations  of  the  Board 
of  Admirals,  convened  pursuant  to  joint  resolution  of  February  5, 1679, 
in  the  case  of  Commander  Henry  Glass,  United  States  Navy 

On  the  bill  (8. 1039)  for  the  relief  of  the  survivors  of  the  exploring  steamer 
Jeannette,  and  the  widows  and  children  of  those  who  perished  in  the 
retreat  from  tibe  wreck  of  that  vessel  in  the  Arctic  seas 

On  the  biU  (S.  1867)  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Monitor  who  participated  in  the  action  with  the  rebel 
iron-dad  Merrimac  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1862 

On  the  bill  (S.  698)  to  authorize  the  construction  of  additional  steel  vessels 
lor  the  Navy 

On  the  bill  (S.  76)  autiiorizing  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  to  ap- 
point Lieut  Williun  P.  RandiUl  a  lieutenant-commander  on  the  retired 
dst  of  tbe  Navy 

On  the  bill  (8.  427)  lor  the  relief  of  Thomas  G.  Corbin. 

On  the  bill  (8. 1385)  to  carry  iota  effect  the  conclusion  and  recommenda- 
tion of  a  board  of  rear-admirals  convened  under  a  joint  resolution  ap- 
proved February  5,  1879,  in  the  case  of  Capt.  Henry  Erben,  United 
StatesNavy 

On  the  bill  (8. 1594)  to  confirm  the  status  of  John  N.  Quackenbush,  a  oom- 
manderin  the  United  States  Navy 

On  the  blU  (8.  54)  for  the  relief  of  Wilbur  F.  CogsweU 

On  tbe  bill  (8.  1335)  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the 
late  J.  V.  B.  Bleecker,  a  paymaat^  in  the  Navy 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2240)  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  SUtea  to 
si^cMnt  Assistant  Engineer  John  W.  Saville  a  passed  assistant  engineer 
on  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy ._ 

On  the  joint  resolntion  (H.  Res.  17)  authorizing  tbe  appointment  and  retire- 
ment of  Samuel  Kramer  as  diai^n  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  - 

On  the  bill  ( H.  R.  2265)  entiUed  **An  actto  equalise  the  rank  of  graduates 
of  the  Naval  Academy  upon  their  assignment  to  the  various  corps''  ... 

On  the  bill  (&  2105)  authorizing  the  President  of  ttie  United  States  to 
moist  Passed  Assistant  Engineer  Nathan  B.  Clark,  United  States 
Nsvy,  a  chief  engineer  on  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy _ ,.. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1615)  lor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Langley  B. 
Cnlley 

COMMITTEB  ON  PATENTS. 

On  the  bill  (S.  297)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  S.  A.  Wright  and  Mrs.  C.  Fahne- 
stock 

On  tbe  bin  (8.  298)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Caesidy,  widow  of 
Peter  A.  Caasidy,  deceased 

Onthebill  (8. 420)  forthereliefof  the  Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Company. 

On  the  bill  (a  638)  extending  the  patents  of  George  Milsom,  Henry  Spen- 
delow,  and  George  V.  Watson  for  an  improvement  in  the  mode  of  un- 
loading Tessels _. 

Views  of  tbe  minority.     (Part  2) 

Views  of  tbe  minority.     (Part3) 
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Subject. 


No. 


Committee  on  Patents— Contmued. 

On  the  bOl  (8.  1019)  for  the  relief  of  Peter  K.  Dederick 

On  the  petition  of  William  ff.  Ward,  of  Monongahela  City,  Pa.,  praying 
for  relief  and  compensation  for  ihe  use  of  certun  patents  by  t^e  United 
States— 

On  the  bill  (S.  1122)  for  the  relief  of  Michael  H.  Collins 

On  the  bill  (S.  419)  for  the  extension  of  letters  patent  to  the  heirs  of  Ru- 
dolph Leschot,  deceased - 

On  the  bill  (S.  180)  for  the  reUef  of  Stephen  N.  Smith 

On  the  bill  fS.  1399)  for  the  relief  of  William  C.  Dodge 

On  the  bill  (S.  1417)  to  empower  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  extend 
letters-patent  No.  70012,  granted  to  Gabriel  Neudecker,  October  22, 
1867,  to  Martrom  D.  Lewis,administrator  of  said  Neudecker,  deceased.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  328)  to  authorize  Alexey  Von  Smith  to  bring  suit  in  the 
Court  of  Claims 

On  the  bill  (S.  1832)  for  the  relief  of  William  C.  Dodge 

On  the  bill  (S.  1366)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Holroyd,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  John  Holroyd,  deceased 

COMMIITEE  ON  PENSIONS. 

On  the  bill  (S.  238)  for  the  relief  of  Hester  Spring,  widow  of  David 
Spring _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  544)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  toElgah  W.  Penny. 

On  the  bill  (S.  587)  granting  a  pension  to  Phineas  Gano 

On  the  bill  (S.  359)  granting  a  pension  to  Samuel  P.  Bronson 

On  the  bill  (S.  494)  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Miller 

On  the  bill  (S.  473)  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hall 

On  the  bill  (S.  465)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  L.  Walker  and  Ella  Walker.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  361)  granting  a  pension  to  John  C.  Hargrove 

On  the  bill  (S.  82)  for  the  relief  of  George  Frick 

On  the  bill  (S.  195)  granting  a  pension  to  Emily  Monroe 

On  the  bUl  fS.  1056)  granting  a  pension  to  Sally  Mallory 

On  the  bill  fS.  189)  granting  a  pension  to  Amos  C.  Weeden 

On  the  bill  (S.  742)  granting  a  pension  to  Nathan  L.  Meands... 

S.  837)  forthereliefof  Mary  Joyce 

for  the  relief  of  Elisabetli  Gordon 

granting  a  pension  to  AlA«d  M.  Jarboe 

granting  a  pension  to  John  C.  Hughes 

for  the  relief  of  William  Porter... 

S.  777)  grouting  a  pension  to  Albert  Jehle 

S.  260)  for  the  relief  of  James  Cloud 

S.  745)  granting  a  pension  to  Lewis  Hinn 

On  the  petition  for  the  relief  of  William  Allen 

On  the  petition  of  John  F.  Ballier,  late  colonel  Ninety-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  for  an  increase  of  pension 

On  the  bill  (S.  750)  granting  a  pension  to  Catharine  Schools 

On  the  bill  (S.  668)  placing  the  name  of  Mary  Van  Horn  upon  the  pen- 
sion-roll  

On  the  bill  (S.  626)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Francis  Scott,  late 
private  in  Company  B,  Twenty-third  Regiment  Wisconsin  Infcuitxy 

Volunteers _. 

On  the  bill  (S.  939)  for  the  relief  of  Ezro  Hayes,  of  Oregon 

On  the  bill  (S.  1388)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  (^nerol  Ward  B. 

Burnett 

On  the  bill  (S.  1176)  granting  a  pension  to  John  K.  Hummer 

On  the  bill  ^S.  1173)  grouting  a  pension  to  Catharine  Bullard 

On  the  biU  (S.  266)  granting  a  pension  to  Joseph  McGuckian 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  M.  Watmough  for  arrearages  of  pension 

On  the  bill  fS.  917)  granting  a  pension  to  Alida  Dennis.... 

On  the  bill  (S.  986)  granting  a  pension  to  Laura  J.  Prine 

On  the  bill  (S.  909)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Martin  Kelly 


On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 


(S.  650) 
279) 
(S.  314) 
S.  592) 


134 


137 
173 

213 
279 
377 


400 

422 
434 

440 


26 
27 
28 
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51 
62 
53 
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149 
163 
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174 
194 
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200 
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211 
218 
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230 
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Subject. 


Committee  ox  Pensions — Continued. 


On  the  biU  fS.  689)  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  A.  Barbour -. 

On  the  bill  (S.  828)  granting  a  pension  to  Thomas  Patton _. 

On  the  bill  (S.  927)  granting  a  pension  to  James  Rockwell 

On  the  bill  fS.  930)  granting  a  pension  to  Spencer  W.  Tryon... 

On  the  bill  (S.  1218)  grantiug  an  increase  of  pension  to  Samuel  Baker... 

On  the  bin  (S.  429)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Laura  C.  T.  Has- 

kins 


On  the  bill  (S.  615)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  Wellington  V.  Huested. 

On  the  bill  (S.  485)  granting  a  pension  to  L.  V.  HollyfieW— 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Electa  W.  Jacobs  praying  that  her  name  be  placed 

apon  the  pension-roll 

On  the  bill  (S.  931)  granting  a  pension  to  Amanda  F.  Reeder 

On  the  bill  (S.  928)  granting  a  pension  toSarah  Cadis 

On  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Middlesex,  Vt.,  praying  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion be  granted  to  William  H.  H.  Buck _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  360)  granting  a  pension  to  Maria  Louise  Moss... 

On  the  bill  (S.  546)  granting  a  rerating  of  pension  to  Jacob  Meier 

On  the  bill  (S.  283)  to  increase  the  pension  of  George  W.  Bausman 

On  the  bill  (S.  313)  granting  a  pension  to  Charlotte  McCay _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  707)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Nicholas  W.  Bar- 
nett 


No.   '  Vol. 


OnthebiU  (S.  732)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  J.  Vangban 

OnthcbUl  rs.  905)  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Dougherty.— 

On  the  bill  (S.  280)  granting  a  pension  to  Wesley  Morford 

On  the  bill  (S.  605)  granting  a  pension  to  Capt.  Sanderson  H.  Rogers 

On  the  bill  (S.  531)  granting  a  pension  to  Caroline  M.  McDougal 

On  the  petition  of  Dr.  P.  W.  Bradbury  asking  that  his  name  be  placed  on 

the  pension-roll 

On  the  bill  (S.  996)  gnmting  a  pension  to  David  C.  Canfield 

On  the  bill  (S.  976)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Peter  Lennon 

On  the  bill  (S.  337)  granting  pensions  to  Wilson  W.  Brown  and  others. .. 

Views  of  the  minority 

On  the  bill  (S.  772)  granting  a  pension  to  Erastus  W.  Babson 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1433)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  E.  Murray 

ViewBof  the  minority— 

On  the  bill  (S.  316)  grantinga  pension  to  Katharina  T.  Wunsh 

On  the  bill  (a  384)  to  restore  the  name  of  M^jor  D.  Williams  to  the  pen- 

aon-roll 

On  the  petition  of  James  M.  Dalzell  praying  for  arrears  of  pension 

On  Uie  petition  of  Matilda  Henderson  praying  to  be  restored  to  the  pen- 

skm-roU 

On  the  bill  fS.  1299)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Alonzo  B.  Chatfield 

On  the  bill  (S.  996)  gnuiting  a  pension  to  Hermann  Relfenrath 

On  the  bill  {B.  783)  to  increase  the  pension  of  John  Algoe 

On  the  bill  fS.  1910)  granting  a  pension  to  William  McClure 

On  the  bill  (8.  682)  to  rerate  the  pension  of  Zelora  Crumpacker 

On  the  bill  (S.  281)  granting  a  pension  to  James  S.  Wright 

On  the  bill  fS.  1694)  granting  a  pension  to  Charles  Caddy 

On  the  bill  (S.  1680)  granting  a  pension  to  George  Prince 

On  the  bill  (S.  929)  granting  a  pension  to  Caroline  Trekell 

On  the  petition  of  Jefferson  Fields  for  relief 

On  the  bill  (S.  1360)  giving  a  pension  to  Nina  D.  Gwynne,  of  Elansas  City, 

Mo 


Ontbebill  (Q.  1144)  granting  a  pension  to  John  W.  Wright 

On  the  bill  (S.  1114)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  William  Shannon. 
On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2^)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Samuel  C. 
Wri^t. 


Ontbebai  (8.  282)  granting  a  pension  to  A.  M.  Wilson 

On  the  btU  (S.  1593)  granting  a  pension  to  Joseph  Groves 

On  the  bill  ^8.  990)  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Marrion 

On  the  hill  (8. 670)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Norman  J.  IngersoU . 
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Subject. 


No.       Vol. 


Committee  on  Pensions — Continued. 

On  the  following  resolution:  "  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  names  of  all  pending  applications 
for  pensions  in  which  the  original  applications  have  been  pending  for 
more  than  two  years,  with  the  condition  of  the  same,  and  reasons  why 

the  same  have  not  been  finally  disposed  of". _ I    452 

On  the  bill  (S.  1407)  to  amend  the  pension  laws,  and  for  other  purposes..'    465 

On  the  bill  (S.  1339)  granting  a  pension  to  Frank  Gray _ I    467 

On  the  bill  (S.  1641)  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Edward  M.  Wilkins      468 


On  the  bill 

On  the  bill 

Carran. 


962 
963 


)  granting  a  pension  to  James  M.  Kirk 

)  to  place  on  the  pen<)ion-ioll  the  name  of  Philenda 


469 

470 

On  the  bill  (S.  202)  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  Cunningham 471 

On  the  petition  of  William  Young  praying  for  a  pension 473 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  569)  granting  a  pension  to  Reuben  Marshall 474 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  570)  granting  a  pension  to  M.  H.  Clements 476 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  562)  granting  a  pension  to  H.  E.  Van  Trees 476 

On  the  bill  (8.  484)  granting  a  pension  to  Charles  H.  Noble !    477 

On  the  bill  (S.  784)  granting  a  pension  to  James  S.  Donahue '    478 

On  the  bill  (S.  1200)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  E.  G.  C.  Abbott 

On  the  bill  (S.  1676)  granting  a  pension  to  John  F.  HinmMi 

On  the  bill  (S.  1184)  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Reid 

On  the  bill  (S.  547)  granting  a  pension  to  John  C.  F.  Beyland.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1259)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  W.  N.  Berkley 

On  the  bills  (H.  R.  4707  and  S.  1657)  granting  a  pension  to  Louisa  V.  de 

Kilpatrick,  widow  of  Miy .  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick 

On  the  bill  (S.  993)  for  the  relief  of  Maria  G.  Dunbar 

On  t^e  bill  (S.  1377)  granting  a  pension  to  Jeremiah  P.  Swatzell... 

On  the  bill  (S.  1866)  granting  a  pension  to  John  T.  Rudy 

On  the  bill  (S.  1363)  granting  a  pension  to  Frank  S.  Hilliard 

On  the  bill  (S.  475)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  Emily  Agnel 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4981)  granting  a  pension  to  Isabella  I.  Ramsdell 

On  the  bill  (S.  773)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Eady  Brownell 


On  the  bill  (8.  1923)  granting  a  pension  to  darissa  T.  Maies. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1940)  granting  a  pension  to  Thomas  Williams 

On  the  bill  (U.  R.  3838)  granting  a  pension  to  Theodore  C.  Hawkins 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4188}  granting  a  pension  to  William  W.  Day 

On  the  bill  (8.  1406)  for  the  relief  of  Simon  Severe 

On  the  petition  of  Peter  J.  Reuss  asking  for  arrears  of  pension 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3669)  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  M.  Flack 

On  the  bill  (8.  1114)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  William  Shannon. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4706)  for  the  relief  of  Charlotte  Day 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1076)  granting  a  pension  to  Miles  B.  Farlin 

On  the  bill  (8.  315)  granting  a  pension  to  William  Reinhardt 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4682)  granting  a  pension  to  Ward  B.  Burnett.     (Views 

of  the  minority) _ 

On  the  bill  (8.  1367)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  L.  Wetter 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2677)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  P.  MacBlair 

On  the  bills  (8.  1180  and  H.  R.  1406)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary 

T.  Barnes 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5259)  granting  a  pension  to  Julia  A.  Ross 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1065)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  George  F. 

Dresser - 


479 
480 
497 
499 
500 

501 
503 
504 
508 
509 
510 
523 
524 
525 
55M 
530 
531 
534 
536 
538 
539 
540 
541 
542 

543 
549 
552 

553 
554 

556 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  J.  French  for  an  increase  of  pension '  656 

On  the  bill  (8.  1337)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Lucy  L.  G.  Jef-  I 

fera I  557 

On  the  bill  (8. 1463)  for  the  relief  of  David  Comprobst I  558 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1751)  increasing  the  pension  of  William  R.  Browne...!  559 
On  the  bill  (8.  1225)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  Hopperton,  widow  of  | 

Edward  Hopperton i  660 

Views  of  the  minority ._ 560 

On  the  bill  (8.  958)  granting  arreare  of  pension  to  Augustus  D.  Blanchet.)  567 
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Subject. 


Committee  on  Pensions— Continued. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1241)  to  amend  the  pension  laws 

On  the  bills  (S.  1683  and  H.  R.  6443)  for  the  relief  of  Newton  C.  Ridenour. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3238)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Flagg 

On  the  bill  (8,1119)  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Brisbois —  .. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1228)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mrs.  Marie  Louise 
CraTen 


On  the  biU  (H.  R.  2400)  for  the  reUef  of  Judith  Lauter 

On  the  bill  (S.  468)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary  K.  8. 
Eaton 


On  the  bill  (S.  1356)  for  the  relief  of  Caroline  M.  Montgomery 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  709)  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  L.  Willey 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  283)  granting  a  pension  to  Patrick  Horan _. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2839)  to  increase  the  pension  of  George  J.  Stannard. .. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4697)  for  the  relief  of  Rudolph  John  Marti 

1068)  granting  a  pension  to  Alexander  Thompson 

1095)  granting  a  pension  to  Aaron  Shurtliflf 

R.  4822)  for  the  relief  of  Frances  McNeil  Potter 

R.  4014)  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Reed 

R.  2325)  granting  a  pension  to  Helen  M.  Harrison 

R.  1075)  granting  a  pension  to  Caroline  Lanffer 

1324)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  William  Taylor. . 

R.  1756)  granting  a  pension  to  William  Ovennire 

On  iht  bin  (H.  R.  796)  for  an  increase  of  pension  to  Peter  Lennon 

On  tiie  bill  (H.  R.  3656)  granting  a  pension  to  SalomeAnn  Walker 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  501)  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  M.  Howard 

On  the  UU  (H.  R.  3188)  granting  a  pension  to  Amanda  Cotter 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1986)  granting  a  pension  to  Frank  F.  Fitkin 

On  the  bill  (S.  2118)  granting  a  pension  to  James  E.  O'Shea 

On  the  bill  (S.  1526)  for  the  rdief  of  Mary  A.  Freeman.. 

On  the  bill  (8.  1507)  to  increase  the  pension  of  John  F.  Stukey 

On  the  InU  (8.  1897)  granting  a  pension  to  James  Mullen. 


i(H 
On  the  bill  (S. 
On  the  bill  (S. 
On  the  bill  (H. 
OnthebiU(H 
On  the  bill  (H. 
On  the  bill  (H. 
On  the  biU  (8. 
On  tibe  biU  (H. 


On  the  bill  (8.  513)  granting  a  pensicm  to  James  Coffey,  of  Oregon. 
On  the  bill  (8.  461)  granting  a  peasioB  to  Warren  Croan. 

OnthebiU 

Onthebm 
OnthebiU 
On  the  bill 
OnthebiU 


H.  R.  4818)  for  the  relief  of  Rose  Ann  Galbraith 

H.  R,  2979)  granting  a  peosion  to  Naney  Ellis 

H.  R.  5258)  granting  a  pension  to  Thomas  Cheshire 

8.  1696)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Richard  Jobes 

,H.  R.  394)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Jones 

On  the  petition  of  John  Flefedier  that  a  pension  be  granted  him 

On  the  biU  (H.  R.  835)  granting  a  pension  to  William  J.  Baker 

OnthebiU  (8.  1844)  granting  a  pension  to  Bohn  T.  May 

On  the  blU  (H.  R.  4718)  granting  a  pension  to  Caroline  Sheward 

On  the  biU  (H.  R.  4717)  grantii^  a  pension  to  John  Swearer 

OnthebiU  (H.  R.  4164 )  for  the  relief  of  EUen  Horgon 

On  the  hiU  (H.  R.  1396)  granting  a  pension  to  Frederick  Wilhelm 

Onthebi^{H.  R.  1042)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Sinfield 

OnthebiU  (H.  R.  1965)  granting  a  pension  to  Melvin  Pierce 

On  the  biU  (H,  R.  5999)  granting  additional  pension  to  George  H.  Fluke. 

On  the  biU  (8.  2193)  granting  a  pension  to  Ferdinand  Hercher.. 

On  the  biU  (H.  R.  2393)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary  McLaughlin. 

On  the  biU  (H«  R.  433)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Simpson  Harris 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2984)  granting  a  pension  to  Apolline  A.  Blair 


Ontiiebffl 
On  the  bill 


li; 


R.  2473)  for  the  reUef  of  Margaret  A.  CasweU. 
R.  591)  granting  a  pension  to  W.  H.  Blake 


No. 


On  the  bm  ^H.  R.  1394)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  P.  Thompson 

i  (H.  R.  2608)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Bryant  Leet. 


OnUiebm 

On  the  bill  (8.  1418)  for  thereli^o/EralinaT.  Low 

On  the  petition  of  Martha  A.  F.  Terrett,  widow  of  ColviUe  TerreU,  late  a 

lientenant  in  tiie  United  States  Kavy,  for  an  increase  of  pension 

OnthebiU  (H.  R.  2714)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Thomas  E.  Wilson... 
On  the  biU  (H.  R.  6686)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  J.  Chipman 
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Subject. 


Committee  on  Pensions— Continued. 


On  the  bill  (8.  1414)  granting  a  pension  to  William  J.  Hees.. 

On  the  petition  of  Cornelia  A.  Stanley,  praying  for  an  increase  of  pen- 


On  the  petition  of  Anna  Bnnington  praying  that  she  be  granted  a  pension 
as  dependent  mother  of  David  N.  Hoyt 

On  the  bill  (S.  1719)  to  rerate  the  pension  of  Lawrence  P.  N.  Landrum. . 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1491)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  L.  Harvey,  mother 
of  G.  B.  Harvey... 

On  the  bills  (S.  1431  and  H.  R.  2251)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Dilono  Rob- 


inson . 


On  the  bilL(S.  1227)  granting  a  pension  to  Capt.  Israel  Stough...r 

On  the  bills  (S.  1674  and  H.  R.  4417)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to 

Jacob  Miller 

On  the  bill  (S.  1287)  for  the  relief  of  Juliet  H.  Palmer. 

On  the  bill  fH.  R.  4431)  granting  a  pension  to  Leroy  C.  Rankin 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5457)  granting  a  pension  to  Alicia  Durrant 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6530)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Richard  Jobes 

On  the  bill  fS.  1859)  granting  a  pension  to  Clarinda  S.  Hillman 

On  the  bill  (S.  1566)  granting  a  pension  to  Martha  Bastin... 

On  the  bills  (H.  R.  4790  and  S.  455)  granting  a  pension  to  Alexander 

Saint  Beniard _ _ 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2252)  granting  a  pension  for  t^e  relief  of  Christopher 

P.  Davidson _ 

On  the  bill  (B.,  R.  5070)  granting  a  pension  to  Temple  Qolden 

On  the  bill  (S.  1322)  granting  a  pension  to  Jane  Welsh 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2372)  for  the  reUef  of  Michael  Titler 

On  the  bill  (S.  711)  granting  a  pension  to  Phosbe  H.  Meech 

On  the  bill  (S.  602)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Lupkin  Merchant 

On  the  i>etitions  of  Henry  J.  White,  and  others,  praying  that  a  pension 

be  granted  said  White _ _ 

On  the  bill  fS.  1645)  granting  a  pension  to  Ashael  D.  Whitoomb 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1930)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  NicoU  Crane 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1025)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Dayton,  widow  of 

Erastus  G.  Dayton 

On  the  bill  (S.  464)  granting  a  pension  to  James  P.  F.  Toby 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  759)  granting  a  pension  to  Patrick  Droney 

On  the  bill  (S.  23)  to  amend  an  act  granting  a  pension  to  Charles  Slaw- 


On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6171)  granting  a  pension  to  Noah  £.  Smith 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  103)  granting  a  pension  to  Theresa  Crosby  Watson, 
•widow  of  James  M.  Watson,  late  a  commodore  in  the  United  States 


Navy  . 


On  the  bill  ^H.  R.  5894)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Mary  Morris  Husband 
_(H.  R.  1391)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  Eliza  Dickson,  widow 


(Views  of 


(Views 


On  the  bill 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Dickson 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2702)  for  the  reUef  of  ElUda  J.  Middleton. 
the  minority) 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  747)  granting  a  pension  to  Fannie  C.  Beaumont, 
of  the  minority) — — ._. 

On  the  petition  of  Frederick  Mayer  praying  for  relief 

On  the  petition  of  numerous  citizens  of  Howell  County,  Missouri,  pray- 
ing that  a  pension  be  granted  John  W.  Grammar,  a  soldier  of  the  Mexi- 
can war 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6766)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  the  widow  of 
M^j.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster.     (Views  of  the  minority) 

On  the  bill  (S.  1858)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Henrietta  A.  Lewis,  widow 
of  Capt.  Robert  F.  R.  Lewis,  United  States  Navy.  (Views  of  the  mi- 
nority) 


On  the  bill  (S.  1286)  for  the  relief  of  Henrietta  M.  Sands. 
On  the  bill  (S.  526)  granting  a  pension  to  Julia  T.  Scott. 
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On  the  bill  (S.  1290)  granting  a  pension  to  William  H.  Hunt \    722 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INDEX   TO   REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 


XLV 


Subject. 


Vol. 


CoMtfiTTEE  ON  PENSIONS— CJontinued. 


(S.  1865}  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Minna  Haeberle. 
(S.  1134)  for  the  relief  of  Herman  D.  Stratton. 


On  the  hill 
Od  the  hill 
On  the  hill  fS.  978)  to  reratethe  pension  of  John  A.  Ford. 

On  the  hill  (H.  R  1197)  granting  a  pension  to  Anna  M.  Wehe 

On  the  bill  (S.  753)  granting  a  pension  to  Anna  R.  Voorhies 

On  the  hills  (S.  2165  and  H.  R.  875)  granting  a  pension  to  P.  W. 
buiy. 


Brad- 


Od  the  hill  (&,  2244)  granting  a  pension  to  James  Brown 

Od  the  hill  (H.  R.  432)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Joseph  B.  Sellers 

On  the  hill  (H.  R.  3331)  for  the  relief  of  Ann  McCamey 

On  the  bill  (S.  1603)  to  increase  the  pension  of  James  J.  Chase 

On  the  hill  (B,  912)  granting  a  pension  to  Henry  A.  Armstrong 

On  the  bill  (S.  284)  granting  a  pension  to  Henry  J.  Reward 

On  the  bill  fS.  1864)  to  allow  John  Winchell  arrears  of  pension 

On  the  bill  (S.  1840)  granting  a  pension  to  S.  A.  Riggs 

On  thebUl  (8.  1208)  for  the  relief  of  Wilson  G.  Gray 

On  the  hill  (S.  1177)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Georgetta  Harp.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1726)  granting  a  pension  to  John  M.  Broome 

On  the  hill  (S.  1159)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Eunice  S.  Nicholls 

On  the  hill  (S.  1834)  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza  C.  Woodall 

On  the  hills  (S.  1325  and  H.  R.  2136)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to 

Martin  C.  Harris _..: _ 

On  the  hiUs  (S.  1777  and  1942)  for  the  reUef  of  Harvey  Smith 

On  the  bill  (S.  2011)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  M.  Lyon 

On  the  hill  (S.  2026)  granting  a  pension  to  Elias  Shclton 

On  the  bill  fH.  R.  5595)  granting  a  pension  to  Eugene  L.  Townsend 

On  the  bUl  (H.  R.  554)  granting  a  pension  to  Joseph  T.  Caldwell 

On  the  hill  fH.  R.  1411)  granting  a  pension  to  Martha  M.  B.  McCuUach. 

On  the  hill  (S.  1181)  grantinga  pension  to  Ann  Lially 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  229)  granting  a  pension  to  Elizabeth  H.  Lawler 

On  the  hills  (H.  R.  4440  and  S.  1421)  granting  a  pension  to  John  Bostater 
On  the  hill  (S.  1656)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Thomas  S.  Brooks 

On  the  petition  of  James  Martin  for  relief 

On  the  petition  of  Charlotte  Brewster  praying  for  arrears  of  pension 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3307)  granting  a  pension  to  Harriet  P.  Dame 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6542)  granting  a  pension  to  Harriett  S.  Brisbine 

On  the  hill  (H.  R.  1751)  increasing  the  pension  of  William  R.  Browne..  . 

On  the  bill  (S.  1627)  granting  a  pension  to  Flavia  A.  Haskell.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1220)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Michael  O'Brien 

On  the  bill  (H,  R.  2543)  granting  a  pension  to  James  Roden 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1164)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  E.  Seymour. 

On  the  hill  (H.  R.  137)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Betsey  A.  Mower. 
On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1631)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Matthew 

O'Regan 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3623)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  E.  Price 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3294)  granting  a  pension  to  Emma  A.  Porch 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4141)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Rebecca  J.  Pierce.. . 
On  the  bill  (S.  1398)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Andrew  J.  Bolar.. 

On  the  hill  (S.  1430)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  C.  Hall 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2419)  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  Nntt 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3613)  granting  a  pension  to  Ira  McNair 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1998)  for  the  relief  of  WUliam  J.  Sawyer _ 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6767)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mrs.  Virginia 

Zeilin 


On  the  bill  (H.  R.  439)  granting  a  pension  to  Bridget  Sherlock,  mother 
of  Stephen  Sherlock ^ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1971)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Catharine  H.  Glick, 
widow  of  Elias  B.  Glick 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  267)  granting  a  pension  to  James  King 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4234)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  Cilery.... 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  314)  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Cummins 
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t)ill(H.  R ^  _ 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1237)  granting  a  pension  to  Solomon  K.  Rnggles *    788 

On  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Iowa  in  favor  of  granting  a  pension 

to  David  Galbraith 790 

On  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Iowa  in  favor  of  granting  a  pension  to 

N.  D.  Bates 791 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1977)  for  the  relief  of  Maria  L.  Hammer 792 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2017)  granting  a  pension  to  Walter  Dickson >    793 

OnthebUHH.  R.  6629)  for  the  relief  of  John  Kane I    794 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2378)  restoring  to  the  pension-rolls  the  name  of  John  I 

AUee - 795 

796 
797 
798 
799 
800 
801 
808 
809 
810 
811 
812 
813 
814 
815 
816 
817 
818 


On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 
On  the  bill 


On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2447)  for  the  relief  of  Catherine  Terry 

On  the  bill  CH.  R.  2660)  granting  a  pension  to  William  Printz 

On  the  bill  (K.  R.  2425)  grantins  a  pension  to  Catharine  Henrj 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1897)  granting  a  pension  to  Catherine  Hunter 

On  the  bill  (S.  2049)  granting  a  pension  to  James  King 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2536}  granting  a  pension  to  Michael  Mack 

On  the  petition  of  James  A.  Quinlan  praying  for  an  increase  of  pension. . 

On  the  bill  (S.  2350)  granting  a  pension  to  Anna  Ginn._ 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6085)  granting  a  pension  to  John  A.  Haasell 

H.  R.  3171)  granting  a  pension  to  Ella  Stolz    

H.  R.  5821)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Susannah  Barr 

H.  R.  5723)  granting  a  pension  to  Isabella  Bertha  Weaver  _. 

H.  R.  6184)  granting  a  pension  to  Julia  M.  Reynolds 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2358)  granting  a  pension  to  James  Hawkins 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3737)  granting  a  pension  to  Ann  McLoughlin 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5485)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Samantha  Harrimtui- 
On  the  bill  (H.  R.  819)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Merritt  Lewis. 
On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1246)  granting  a  pension  to  the  widow  of  M^j.  Gen. 

James  B.  Steedman — 819 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1073)  granting  a  pension  to  William  J.  Lee 821 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5795)  increasing  the  pension  of  Charles  A.  Puller 822 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2623)  granting  a  pension  to  Arthur  I.  McConnell 823 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1410)  granting  a  pension  to  Henry  Schnetberg 824 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3909)  granting  a  pension  to  George  W.' Wick  wire 825 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5976)  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Meis 826 

On  the  bUl  (K.  R.  4970)  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Riser 827 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4439)  granting  a  pension  to  John  R.  Wallace 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1436)  granting  a  pension  to  William  T.  McCoy 829 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5675)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Sanan  J.  McKenney . .     830 

On  the  bill  (S.  1823)  granting  a  pension  to  Ebenezer  K.  Marden 831 

On  the  bill  ( H.  R.  1056)  granting  a  pension  to  Honora  Kelley 832 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3606)  granting  a  pension  to  Irene  Biiker 833 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4526)  granting  a  pension  to  Ann  Corbin. 834 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5781)  granting  a  pension  to  Solon  L.  Simonds 835 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5335)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  E.  Seelye, 

alias  Franklin  Thompson 836 

On  the  bills  (H.  R.  4368  and  S.  1226)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to 

Dr.  Samuel  Davis _ 837 

On  the  bill  (S.  1111)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Sally  Rodman, 

widow  of  General  Isaac  P.  Rodman 838 

On  the  bill  (S.  1112)  granting  a  pension  to  John  Swin^ney     _ 839 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5636)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Otto  Leissring. .      840 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  837)  granting  a  pension  to  Reuben  J.  Chewning 848 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2312)  granting  a  pension  to  Alniiri  B.  Kaler '     849 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6168)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Harry  D.  F. 

Young - _ 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3625)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Levi  Anderson. 
On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4767)  gmnting  a  pension  to  Mary  A.  Henry,  widow  of 

William  Henry 


850 
851 

852 
On  the  bill  (S.  1446)  granting  a  pension  to  Ix>u  Gobright  McFalls I    853 
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On  the  bill  (H.  R.  943)  granting  a  pension  to  Samuel  Baraard 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1965)  granting  a  pension  to  John  A.  Crozier 

On  the  bill  (H.  R,  4700)  granting  a  pension  to  Simon  E.  Lewis 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  282)  to  reinstate  Cornelius  Fitzgerald  on  the  pension- 
roll— _ __ 

On  the  bill  (K.  R.  254)  granting  a  pension  to  John  Kobbins 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1894)  granting  a  pension  to  Clark  Roberts 

OnthebUl  fH.  R.  4568)  granting  a  pension  to  Andrew  J.  Konkle 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  836)  granting  a  pension  to  John  C.  Fenscke 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6786)  granting  a  pension  to  Rivers  Banks... 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  553)  granting  a  pension  to  John  Gallonp 

On  the  bill  (R.  R.  4457)  granting  a  pension  to  J.  G.  Crawford 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2105)  granting  a  pension  to  John  A.  Shuchers 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2091)  grantiiig  a  pension  to  Rebecca  Hall 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2089)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  Wiggins 

On  the  bill  f  H.  R.  1077)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Miner 

On  tiie  bill  (H.  R.  2869)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Martha  H. 

Stribling 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3591)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  A.  Becktel 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4530)  granting  a  pension  to  Patrick  Foley 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  284)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  G.  Hawk 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1970)  grantmg  a  pension  to  Alice  T.  Sherwood 

On  the  bill  fH.  R.  2245)  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza  A.  Shealey 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  503)  granting  a  pension  to  Hiram  C.  Henderson 

OnthebiU  (U.  R.  6589)  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Dye 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5889)  granting  a  pension  to  Alonzo  Cooper 

On  the  bill  CH,  R.  4694)  granting  a  pension  to  James  Clark 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3483)  granting  a  pension  to  Ann  Hunter 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3231)  granting  a  pension  to  Michael  Shields 

On  the  bill  (h.  R.  4492)  for  the  relief  of  Mis.  Pauline  E.  Millikin 

On  the  hill  (H.  R.  4254)  granting  a  pension  to  James  Aaron 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6677)  to  increase  the  pension  of  William  Irving 

OnthebUlfH.  R.  5544)  for  the  relief  of  Laura  Goddard 

On  the  Mil  (H.  R.  2070)  granting  a  pension  to  Decatur  Hamlin 

On  the  bill  (S.  1427)  granting  a  pension  to  Abby  S.  Slocum 

On  the  bill  (S.  150)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Sarah  Denny  Rip- 
ley, widow  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  Ripley... 

On  the  bill  (K.  R.  204)  grantixig  a  pension  to  Susan  Y.  Attwater 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5553)  granting  a  pension  to  Isabella  Palmer 

On  Uifibill  (H.  R.  1752)  granting  a  fusion  to  Maria  L.  Lee 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  4180)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Rowland  Ward. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5088)  for  the  relief  of  Magdalena  Cook 

Onthebill(H.  R.  2574) granting  a  pension  to  Rosella  Pegg 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  5888)  granting  a  pension  to  Ellen  O'Brien 

CX)MMJTTBE  ON   POST-OFFICES  AND  POST-ROADS. 

0«i  the  bill  (8.  1481)  for  the  relief  of  O.  L.  Cochran,  late  postmaster  at 
Hooston,  Tex 

On  the  bill  (S.  566)  for  the  relief  of  Z.  M.  Pettigrew 

On  the  bill  (S.  1482)  for  the  relief  of  William  H,  Randle,  of  Nashville, 


Tean 


On  the  bill  (S.  1017)  to  prohibit  the  mailing  of  newspapers  and  other  pub- 
lications containing  lottery  advertisements,  and  prescribing  a  penalty 

for  the  violation  of  the  same 

Views  of  tiie  minority 

On  the  bill  (S.  493)  for  the  relief  of  C.  S.  Moss 

On  the  bill  (S.  1018)  to  amend  sections  3929  and  4041  of  the  Revised 
Statotes  authorizing  the  Postmaster-General  to  prohibit  the  delivery 
of  registered  letters  and  the  payment  of  money-orders,  and  providing 
lortheretam  thereof 
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Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Roads — CoDtinaed. 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  13)  to  reappropriate  and  apply  theamonnt 
appropriated  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1877,  to  pay 
certain  Southern  mail  contractors 

On  the  bill  (S.  1450)  for  the  readjustment  of  compensation  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  on  railroad  routes 

On  the  bill  (S.  1455)  for  the  relief  of  D.  O.  Adkinson 

On  the  amendment  intended  to  be  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar  to  bill  (H.  R. 
5459)  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1885,  and  for  other  purposes.. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1727)  to  grant  letter-carriers  at  free-delivexy  offices  thirty 
days'  leave  of  absence  in  each  year .- 

On  ti^e  bill  (S.  17)  '*  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  postal  telegraph 
system, '^  (S.  227)  **to  establish  a  system  of  postal  telegraph  in  the 
United  States,"  and  (S.  1016)  '*  to  provide  for  the  transmission  of  corre- 
spondence by  telegraph,"  and  which  was  also  instructed  by  the  Senate 
to  inquire  *''  whether  the  cost  of  telegraphic  correspondence  between  the 
several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States  or  with  foreign  coun- 
tries has  been  injuriously  afiected  by  large  stock  dividends  made  by  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  by  consolidation  between  different 
telegraph  companies,  by  working  contracts  with  cable  companies,  by 
leasing  of  connecting  or  competing  lines,  or  by  other  means,"  together 
with  an  accompanying  bill  (S.  2022) 


Vol. 


OOMMIITEE  ON  PRINTING. 


On  a  letter  from  Parsons  &  Co. ,  of  New  York,  asking  an  investigation  into 
the  tardy  mail  delivery  of  their  bids  for  supplying  paper  for  the  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office 


COlfMITTEB  ON   PRIYILSGES  AND  ELECTIONS. 

On  the  Senate  resolutions  of  January  29  and  February  4, 1884,  to  inquire, 
among  other  things,  into  events  preceding  and  connected  with  the  re- 
cent election  at  I^ville,  Va -^ 

On  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire  into  certain  alleged  occurrences 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  into  the  condition  of  the  constitutional 

rights  of  the  people  of  that  State  .-_ 

Views  of  the  minority.     (Part  2) - ...- 

On  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances  of,  and 
connected  with,  the  alleged  massacre  of  colored  men  at  Danville,  Va... 
Views  of  the  minority.     (Part  2) 

On  the  bill  (S.  408)  concerning  Federal  elections 

On  the  petition  of  Maria  G.  Underwood,  administratrix  of  John  C.  Under- 
wood, deceased,  asking  payment  for  salary  and  mileage  of  the  said  John 
C.  Underwood  from  the  4th  of  March,  1865,  to  the  4th  of  March,  1871.. 

CX)MMITTES  ON  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AND  OROUNDB. 

On  the  bill  (S.  1473)  to  enlarge  the  United  States  custom-house  at  Rich- 
mond, Va L 

On  the  bill  (S.  574)  appropriating  money  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  United  States  courts,  post- 
office,  and  other  Government  offices  in  the  city  of  Winona,  State  of 
Minnesota _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  1885)  for  the  erection  of  a  public  building  at  Wilmington, 
Del 

On  the  bill  (S.  1978)  authorizing  the  partition  of  certain  land  in  Louis- 
ville, Ey.,  belonging  jointly  to  John  Echols  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States _ _ 
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XLIX 


Subject. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Od  the  bill  (S.  256)  donating  a  part  of  the  abandoned  military  reserva- 
tion at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  to  the  city  of  Fort  Smith  for  the  nae  and 
benefit  of  the  free  public  schools  thereof,  and  for  other  porposes 9 

On  the  bill  (S.  74)  to  enable  the  State  of  Colorado  to  take  limds  in  lien 
of  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections  found  to  be  mineral  lands, 
and  to  secure  to  tlie  State  of  Colorado  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  July  2. 
1862,  ^titled  **An  act  donating  public  lands  to  the  several  States  ana 
Territofries  which  may  provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture 
and  the  mechanic  arts" 11 

0nthebiU(8.  2e9)forthereUefofM.  P.  Jones 25 

Onthe  Mil  (S.  241)  to  repeal  section  8  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  ac- 
cept and  ratify  the  agreement  submitted  by  the  confederated  bands  of 
Ute  Indians  in  Colorado  for  the  sale  of  their  reservation  in  said  State, 
and  for  other  purposes,  and  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations  for 
etfiying out  tbe  same,'' approved  June  15,  1880 33 

On  tiie  biU  (S.  503)  to  increase  the  endowment  of  the  University  of  Ala- 1 
bamafipom  the  public  lands  in  said  State I      50 

On  the  bUl  (S.  356)  for  the  relief  of  Millie  E.  Hays,  widow  of  John  Hays, 
deceased I      T7 

Onthe  bill  (8.  352)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Reeves __. \      78 

On  the  bill  (8.  551)  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  certain 
nnoiganized  territory  south  of  the  State  of  Kansas 

On  the  bill  (8.  57)  for  the  relief  of  settlers  and  purchasers  of  lands  on  the 
public  d<miain  in  the  States  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas 

On  the  Senate  resolution  directing  the  investigation  of  the  issue  of  scrip 
to  the  heirs  of  Israel  Dodge ._ 

On  file  bill  (S.  554 J  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  General  I^nd  Office. 

On  the  bill  (8.  502)  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qen- 
oal  Land  Office,  and  to  create  the  offices  of  Assistant  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  and  inspectors  of  surveyors-general  and  dis- 
trict hmd  offices 

On  the  bill  (S.  323)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make 
allowances  for  rent  of  United  States  land  offices ^ _ 

On  the  bill  (8.  510)  for  the  relief  of  B.  Jennings.. 

On  the  bill  (8. 1574)  for  the  sale  of  the  Cherokee  Keservation  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas - 

On  the  bill  (8.  1445)  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  rights  of  the 
States  and  of  the  corporations  and  persons  interested  in  any  grant  of 
lands  in  ud  of  railroads  and  canals  which  shall  be  hereafter  declared 
forfeited  by  act  of  Congress -. 

On  the  bill  (8.  1047)  for  the  relief  of  Wesley  Montgomery . .  . 

On  the  bill  (S.  428)  to  forfeit  certain  public  lantls  granted  to  the  Oregon 
Cential  Railroad  Company  in  the  State  of  Oregon  and  the  Territory  of 
Washington    _ 

On  the  bill  (S.  559)  to  quiet  the  title  of  settlers  on  the  Des  Moines  River 

hwids,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes... - 

Views  of  Uie  minority : 

On  tiiebill  (8. 2124)  to  authorize  a  suit  to  settle  the  boundaries  of  the  grant 
known  as  Rancho  Corte  de  Madera  del  Presidio,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  3933)  to  declare  a  tbrfeiture  of  lands  granted  to  the 
Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  for  other  purposes.  ( Views  of  the 
minority) 

On  the  bUl  (8. 2036)  to  forfeit  the  unearned  lands  granted  to  the  Northern 
Pteific  Railroad  Company  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Lake  Superior  to  Puget  Sound,  and  to  restore  the  same  to  settlement, 
«nd  lor  other  puipoees 
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*Iii  Ueo  of  No.  1,  which  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  December  10, 1883. 
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Subject. 


VoL 


COMMITTEE  OK  BAILB0AD6. 

On  the  joint  resolntion  (S.  Res.  21)  for  the  relief  of  the  Kansas  City,  Fort 

Scott  and  Gulf  Railroad  Company 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  4)  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  accounts 

with  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railway  Company — - 

On  the  bill  (S.  1373)  granting  right  of  way  to  the  Cinnabar  and  Clark's 

Fork  Railroad  Company — 

On  the  bill  (S.  1642)  to  incorporate  the  Spokane  Falls  and  Coeur  d' Alene 

Railway  Company — 

COMMITTEE  ON  BULES. 

On  the  House  resolution  of  June  14, 1884,  authorizing  its  Clerk  to  change 
the  word  "of"  in  biU  H.  R.  2344,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  reHef  of 
Melissa  G.  Polar" 


COMMITTEE  OK  TEBBITOBIBS. 

On  the  bill  (S.  153)  providing  a  dvil  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Aiaaksk — 

On  the  bill  (S.  1682)  to  enable  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  Territory  of 
DflJcota  south  of  the  forty-sixth  parallel  of  north  latitude  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  the  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
purposes 

On  the  bill  (S.  954)  for  the  relief  of  F.  Prosch  and  T.  F.  McElroy 

On  the  bill  (S.  1898)  to  provide  for  the  formation  and  admission  into  the 
Union  of  the  State  of  Taooma,  and  for  other  purposes 

On  the  bin  (H.  R.  4713)  entitled  "An  act  requiring  the  governors  of  cer- 
tain Territories  to  be  residents  of  said  Territories  at  least  two  years  pre- 
ceding appointment" 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  6074)  entitled  *  'An  act  to  change  the  eastern  and  north- 
em  judicial  districts  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  to  attach  a  part  of  the 
Indian  Territory  to  said  districts,  and  for  other  purposes" 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1565)  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  commission  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  lines 
between  a  portion  of  the  Indian  Territory  and  the  State  of  Texas,  in 
connection  with  a  similar  commission  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  of 
Texas 


COMMITTEE  OK  WOMAK  SUFFBAGE. 

On  the  joint  resolution  (S.  Res.  19)  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  TO  EXAMINE    CEBTAIK    MATTEBS  IK  COKKECTIOK 
WITH  THE  IMPBOVEMEKT  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BIYSB. 


On  Mississippi  River  improvements . 


JOIKT  COMMISSIOK  OK  THE  EQUALIZATIOK  OF  THE  SALABIES  OF  THE 
OFFICEBS  AKD  EMPLOYES  OF  THE  TWO  HOUSES  OF  COKGBESS. 

On  the  question  of  the  salaries  and  compensation  of  the  officers  and  em- 
ployes of  the  Senate  and  House.. 
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REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES,  BY  WHOM  MADE,  AND  FROM  WHAT 

COMMITTEE, 

[NoTK.— Only  200  copies  of  Report  No.  2  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.] 

COMMITTEE  ON   APPROPRIATIONS. 

No. 

By  Mr.  Allison 1 _..  633  760 

By  Mr.  Hale 406,807 

COMMITTEE  ON   CLAIMS. 

By  Mr.  C^meTon,  of  Wisconsin....  16, 17, 18, 19,  20,  21,  37,  38,  70, 100, 119,122, 144, 145, 

146,  156,  270,  307,  327,  328,  329,  330, 331,  347,  427, 
428,  429,  460,  472,  490,  495, 516,  517,  546,  581,  582, 
583,  584,  585,  586,  587,  656,  657,  676,  677,  707,  843, 
844 

By  Mr.  Hoar 23, 39, 40, 67, 69, 112, 114, 115, 117, 118, 124, 125, 126, 306, 324, 326, 350, 

390,  395, 396,  513,  519,  520,  547,  580,  588,  589,  590,  591,  592,  593,  735 

By  Mr.  Pike 24,  48,  71, 121, 167, 205,  216, 238,  332,  333, 334,  335, 678, 679, 680, 681, 

682,  683,  684,  686 
By  Mr.  Dolph-6,  22,  47,  96, 113, 127. 165, 204, 235, 240. 272, 273, 311,  391,  403  (Part  2), 
416,  457,  461,  489,  522,  550,  620,  621,  622,  842 

By  Mr.  Manderson 6,  44,  45,  46,  73,  95,  132,  207,  314,  323,  458,  459, 491,  492,  493, 

545,  564,  572,  573,  845,  846 

By  Mr.  Jackson 15,  41,  42,  43,  66,  68. 93, 133, 148,  269,  326, 403,  456, 618 

By  Mr.  George. — 72,  75,  97,  99,  116, 123, 147,  344,  387,  388,  389,  488,  521 

By  Mr.  Kenna 65,  91,  92,  236,  237,  309,  397,  454,  565 

By  Mr.  Fair 168,  274,  561,  569, 670,  802,  859 

COMMITTBE  ON  COMMERCE. 

By  Mr.  McMillan 872 

ByMr.  Dolph 276,494 

COMMITTSE  ON  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

ByMr.  Riddleberger 94, 154 

By  Mr.  Pike 129, 136, 176, 177, 215,  401,  420,  433,  574, 858 

ByMr.  Palmer 169 

ByMr.  Harris 141 

Vij  Mr.  Vance 128, 533 

COMMFITEB  ON  EDUCATION  AND  LABOR. 

ByMr.  Blair 101, 101  (Part  2),  102,  435,  444, 820,  857 

^Mr.Mahone— 806 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

ByMr.  Morrill ...12,282,303,319,346,352,363,364 

By  Mr.  Sherman 578,789 

ByMr.  Allison 192,296,606,701 

ByMr.  MiUer,  of  New  York 261 

ByMr.  Bayaid _ 4,318 

ByMr.Voorhees 86,408 

ByMr.  Beck 107,197,294,349,366,662 

ByMr.McPhewon ^ 602 

ByMr.  Harris 223,224,292,426.438 

COMMITTEE    ON   FISHERIES. 

ByMr.Upham.... 700,  70G 
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CX)MMITTEE  ON    FOREIOK    RELATIONS. 

No. 

By  BIr.  Miller,  of  Calilbmia 277, 278,  345,  394,  431,  432,  464,  548, 551, 566 

By  Mr.  Sherman 76  (Part  2),  310,  419 

By  BIr.  Lapham 365,  392 

By  Mr.  Wilson 201,206,411 

By  Mr.MorRan- 76,111,393,893 

By  Mr.  Vance— 345(Part2) 

COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

By  Mr.  Dawes .._ 2.34,283 

By  Mr.  Ingalls _ _ 232,  761 

By  Mr.  Harrison 348 

By  Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin 35,60,64,262,380,537,771 

By  Mr.  Bowen 263,423 

By  Mr.  Slater 32,  208 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  JUDICIARY. 

By  Mr.  Logan _ 532 

By  Mr.  Garland 88,  244 

By  Mr.  Pngh 10 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

By  Mr.  Sherman 267,544 

COMMITTEE  ON  MILITARY  AFFAIRS. 

By  Mr.  Logan *_ 63,  74  (Part  2),  266 

By  Mr.  Harrison 58, 50, 156, 157, 159, 175, 199, 203,  308, 312, 313, 315, 316, 317, 364, 

378, 383, 386,  439,  441,  442,  486,  487 

By  Mr.  SeweU.. 61,  74,  98, 120,  321,  446,  446,  463,  614,  516,  847 

By  Mr.Hawley 264,265,  280,  424,  436,  661,  803 

By  Mr.  Cockrell 30,  31,  34.  57, 108, 160, 183, 184, 186, 186, 193,  214,  226,  242,  247, 

248,  249,  260, 261, 262, 263, 296, 386, 410, 417, 481, 482, 483,  484, 
606,  607,  663,  654,  666,  688,  747, 806 

By  Mr.  Maxey 103, 104, 106, 106, 168, 179, 180, 181, 182, 189, 196, 212, 221, 256, 284, 

285,  384, 406,  407,  636,  663,  770 

By  Mr.  Hampton 109,  110, 162, 187, 188, 228, 243,  271, 286,  293, 342, 415, 418, 437, 

498,  611, 687 
By  Mr.  Camden 170,  171, 226,  227,  337,  341,  461,  527,  628,629, 594 

COMMITTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 

By  Mr.  Anthony 130 

By  Mr.  Hale 153, 161,876 

By  Mr.Miller,ofCaUfomia 143,172,463,711,841 

By  Mr.  McPherson 178,734 

By  Mr.  Jones,  of  Florida 138,  139,  140,  190,  275,  357 

By  Mr.  Farley.  —  . 351 

COMMITTEE  ON  PATENTS. 

By  Mr.  Piatt 7,  134,  137,  213,  279,  400,-422 

By  Mr.  Mitchell .* 79(Part  2),79  (Part  3),  173,377 

By  Mr.  Lapham 49,79 

ByMr.  CaU-.. 8,434,440 

COMMITTEE  ON  PENSIONS. 

By  Mr.  MitcheU 28,  29,  53,  54,  84,  85,  89,  202,  259, 260,  368,  375,  376,  381,  409,  414, 

447,  448,  452,  468,  469,  470,  471,  508,  509,  510,  526,  539,  540, 555, 

568,  601,  602,  603,  623,  624,  625,  626,  627,  628,  629,  630,  631,  632, 

633,  644,  645,  673, 674, 675. 685, 704,  705,  732,  733,  751,  752,  753, 

754,  758,  759,  784,  7a5,  786,  787,  788, 796,  797, 798,  799,  801,  811, 

812,  813,  814,  821,  822,  823,  837, 861,  873,  874, 875,  886, 887,  895, 

898,899  * 

By  Mr.  Blair ....245,  246,  297,  298,  299,  300,  301,  302,  361,  362,  363,  382, 443, 523, 624, 

626,  538,  543,  554,  660,  708,  709,  713,  714,  718,  719,  762,  763,  764, 

765,  766,  767,  768,  769,  818,  819,  829,  830,  831,  832,  833,  834,  835, 

836,  838,  839,  840,  848,  849,  850,  855,  878,  879,  ^  900 
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OoMMirrEE  ON  Pensions — Continued. 

No. 

ByMr.Van  Wyck 62,  200,  231,  366,  367,530,531,541,542,702,703,729,772,773, 

774,  775,  776,  777,  778,  851,  852,  853,  854,  863,  864,  865,  866, 
867,  868,  869,  870,  871,880,  881,  882,  883,  884,  88^,  888,  889, 
890,  891,  896,  897 

By  Mr.  Cullom 51,  52,  174,  218,  219,  220,  370,  371,  372,  373.  374,  473,  474,  475,  476, 

477,  497,  499,  500,  501,  553,  557,  571,  670,  671,  672,  689,  690,  712, 
•  755,  756,  860,  862,  877,  894 

ByMr.  Sabin -. 339,  340,  343 

By  Blr.  Slater 258,  338,  359,  360,  404, 467, 559,  612,  613,  614,  635,  636,  637,  638,  691, 

757  808  815  816  817  824 

ByMr.  Jackson 26,  27,^55,  56,  81,  82,*  83,  194,  195,  229,  230,  254,  265,  289,  290,  291, 

412.413,  449,  465,  466,  504,  534,  536,  556,  558,  567,  604,  605,  606, 
648,  649,  650,  651,  660,  665,  666,  667, 668,  669,  692,  693,  694,  695, 
696,  697,  717,  720,  721,  722,  723,  724,  725,  726,  727,  728, 736, 737, 
738,  739,  740,  741,  742,  743,  744,  745 

Bv  Mr.  Camden _ 80, 149,  211,  304,  478,  479,  480,  503,  549,  552 

ByMr.  Colquitt... 87,  163,  164,  222,  257,  268,  460,  646,  647,  782,  783 

By  Mr.  Wilson 595,  696,  597,  598,  599,  600,  608,  609,  610,  611.  615,  616,  617,  618, 

619,  634,  639,  640,  641,  642,  643,  658,  659,  662,  663,  664,  698,  699, 
710,  715,  730,  731,  749, 750,  t79,  780,  781,  790,  791,  792,  793,  794, 
795,  809,  810,  825,  826,  827,  828,  856 

COMMITTEE  ON   POeT-OFPICBS  AND  P06T-BOADS. 

ByMr.  HiU 430,466,577 

ByMr.Mmhonc 281 

^  Mr.  Palmer _. 379 

ByMr.  Wilson _ ....209,233,402 

ByMr.  Mwtey - 166,  210,  322 

By  Mr.  Jackson 288 


By  Mr.  Hawlcy. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PBINTING. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PBIVILEOB8  AND  ELECTIONS. 
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48th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Bepobt 

Ut  Sesmon.       J  \  No.  491. 


IN  TBE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


April  30, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed* 


Mr.  Mandebson,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPOKT: 

I  To  oocompaDy  bill  S.  1270.] 

Tke  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {8.  1270)  for  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Chawning^  have  considered  the  same^  and  re- 
specif uUy  report  : 

That  the  claimant,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Chawning,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Todd  County,  Kentucky,  originally  tiled  her  claim  for  $1,670  on  Janu- 
ary 3, 1865,  before  the  Board  of  Claims,  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land, it  being  for  the  destruction  of  her  house,  fences,  and  shrubbery 
in  Edgefield,  now  a  part  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  by  the  United  States 
Army  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  to  make  room  for  fortifications 
then  being  constructed.  The  claim  was  referred  from  the  office  of  the 
Qnartermaster* General.  United  States  Army,  on  June  16, 1879,  to  J. 
J.  Dana,  brevet  brigaaier-general  and  quartermaster.  United  States 
Army,  for  investigation  and  n^port  under  act  of  July  4,  1864 ;  and  on 
March  23, 1881,  upon  the  report  of  James  Putnam,  agent  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department,  the  claim  was  removed  to  the  Quartermaster- 
General  by  General  Dana,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  rejected, 
as  it  could  not  be  shown  "  that  any  part  of  this  property  was  used  by 
the  United  States  Army  as  quartermaster's  stores,  or  in  any  manner  to 
support  a  claim  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1864." 

At  the  request  of  Hon.  James  Beck,  United  States  Senator,  the  papers 
in  the  case  were  transmitted  on  April  15, 1882,  by  the  Quartermaster- 
General  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  who,  on  April 
25,1882,  transmitted  the  same  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  De- 
pvtment,  stating  that  the  records  of  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers furnish  no  information  respecting  the  taking  by  the  United 
States  of  the  property  for  which  the  claim  is  made. 

On  June  2, 1882,  the  Third  Auditor  made  report  on  this  claim,  de« 
ciding  that  it  was  not  within  his  jurisdiction.    In  this  report  he  says : 

In  preseniiDg  the  claim  to  the  Qaartermaster-GeDerali  attemj^t  was  made  to  give- 
to  it  the  semblance  of  a  claim  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1064,  by  itemizing  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  the  hoose.  with  an  estimated  valne  for  each  separate  part,  and  alleging 
that  they  were  each  ana  all  taken  '*  for  the  use  of,  and  were  nsed  by,  the  United  States.. 
Army."  In  what  manner  the  ** painting,''  ^'papering/'  '^plastering,''  &c.,  were  sep- 
tnted  and  preserved  when  the  house  was  demolished,  or  to  what  nse  applied  by  the 
Army,  is  not  explained. 

After  having  submitted  this  claim  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  the 
Chief  of  Engineers,  and  the  Third  Auditor,  and  having  received  an  ad« 
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verse  report  in  each  instance,  the  claimant  now  presents  the  same  to 
Congress,  not  so  much  for  the  value  of  the  lost  property  as  for  compen- 
sation for  the  injury  which  the  claimant  declares  was  inflicted  upon  her. 
But,  considering  that  the  claim  was  rejected  in  three  departments  of 
the  Government  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons;  and  as  it  appears 
very  clearly  firom  the  testimony  on  file  that  the  property  of  claimant- 
being  in  an  insurrectionary  State  and  at  the  seat  of  war — was  necessa- 
rily appropriated  in  order  to  build  defensive  works;  and  as  it  has  never 
been  the  policy  of  Congress  to  pay  such  claims,  and  there  seems  to  be 
ho  precedent  either  in  law  or  fact  for  such  action,  therefore  your  com- 
mittee report  the  bill  back,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 
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48th  Congress,  \  SENATE.  (  Report 

Ut  Session.       i  \  No.  492. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


April  30, 1884. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Mandebson,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  sabmitted  the  fol- 

lowiDg 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  171.] 

The  Committee  on  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill  {8.  Ill)  for  the 
relief  of  J.  8.  QoUaday  and  John  W.  Bowling j  have  had  the  same  under 
eonsiderationy  and  respectfully  report : 

That  this  claim  has  been  before  Congress  since  the  second  session  of 
tiie  Forty-ftret  Congress,  during  which  period  an  adverse  report  was 
rendered  by  the  Committee  on  Claims  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
of  the  Forty-first  Congress,  and  favorable  reports  were  rendered  by  the 
same  committee  of  the  Forty-fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Congresses,  bat  with- 
out action  being  taken.  The  papers  were  then  withdrawn  from  the 
files  of  the  House  and  the  original  petition  with  the  papers  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  of  the  Forty-siBventh  Congress,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  by  which  committee  an  adverse  report  was  ren- 
dered, as  follows : 

Tk  Ommittee  on  Claima,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S,  751)  entitled  *'A  bill  for  the 
relief  of  J.  8.  Oolladay  and  John  W,  BowUngj"  have  considered  the  same,  and  submit  the 
f9ilowUg  report  thereon : 

Said  Oolladay  and  Bowling,  in  1864,  were  partners,  doing  business  as  distillers  and 
iDanafactarers  of  whisky  in  Logan  Connty,  Kentucky.  In  February,  1864,  they 
■hipped  50  barrels  of  whisky  from  Russellville,  Ky.,  to  Clarksville,  Tenn.  This 
whiftky  was  subsequently  seized  by  agents  of  the  Treasury  and  taken  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  where,  being  libeled,  it  was  condemned  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  Jnly  13, 1861.  and  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Od  the  2d  of  April,  1864,  Golladay  and  Bowling  presented  their  petition  to  the  Hon. 
BIftod  Ballard,  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing, for  the  reasons  set  fortn  in  said  petition,  that  said  judge  would  make  a  summary 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  their  case,  and  cause  a  statement  thereof  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Such  inquiry  was 
made  by  Judge  BaUard,  and  the  following  are  the  facts  found  by  him : 

The  petitioners,  Grolladay  and  Bowling,  are  distillers  and  manufacturers  of  whisky, 
residing  and  doing  business  near  Russellville,  Ky.  Wishing  to  ship  some  of  their 
whiskj  from  their  distillery  to  Clarksville',  Tenn.,  for  storage,  one  of  the  firm.  Golla- 
^7*APpli^  t-o  Colonel  Hester,  the  military  commander  at  Kussellville,  and  obtained 
from  him  a  letter  to  Colonel  Smith,  the  military  commander  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz : 

Hbadquaktbrs  United  States  Forces, 

Bussellville  Ky.,  February  4, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending  J.  S.  Golladay  and,  J.  W.  Bowling  to  your 
fxfot  and  acquaintance.    These  gentlemen  desire  to  have  your  permit  to  ship  a  lot  of 
whisky  from  Logan  County,  Kentucky,  to  Clarksville,  Tenn. 

I  take  pleasure  in  vouching  for  their  veracity,  and  recommend  them  to  your  entire 
confidence. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  HESTER, 
Lieuienaiit'Colonel  Forty-eighth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 
iomLkSDisG  Officer,  United  States  Forces, 

Clartnn-ille,  Tenn.  ^  i 
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With  this  letter  the  petitioner  (GoUaday)  went  to  Clarksville,  and  there  conferred 
with  Mr.  Blackman,  local  Treasnry  agent  at  that  place.  Upon  showing  the  letter  of 
Colonel  Hester,  and  making  his  business  known  to  Mr.  Blacinnan,  the  latter  told  the 
petitioner  of  the  difficulties  in  effecting  the  shipment  of  his  whisky,  and  explained  to 
nim  the  trade  regulations  adopted  by  the  Treasnry  Department  of  the  United  States; 
and  for  further  instructions  referred  the  petitioner  to  Charles  Fuller,  assistant  special 
agent  of  the  Treasury  for  the  district  of  Tennessee,  located  at  Nashyille. 

The  petitioner  then  went  to  Nashville  and  conferred  with  Fuller,  who  made  an  in- 
dorsement on  Colonel  Hester's  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz : 

Whisky  is  a  contraband  article,  and  as  sneh  I  do  not  pretend  to  exercise  any  con- 
trol over  it,  leaving  it  to  the  direction  of  the  military  authorities. 

CHARLES  A.  FULLER, 

Assigiant  SpeoUtl  Agemt, 
February  15, 1864. 

With  this  he  went  to  the  headquarters  of  Major-General  Rousseau,  military  com- 
mander of  the  district  of  Tennessee  (which  included  both  Nashville  and  Clarksvllle), 
and  obtained  from  him  an  order  to  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  at  Clarksville,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz : 

Headquarters  District  of  Nashville, 

Naahville,  February  15,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  at  Clarksville,  who  is  aathor- 
ized  to^grant  the  permission  if  he  thinks  it  proper. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Rousseau. 

B.  H.  polk. 
Captain,  AssistaHi  AdjutanUC^eneraL 

The  above  order  was  indorsed  on  the  letter  of  Colonel  Hester.  He  also  obtained 
firom  General  Rousseau  a  letter  to  Colonel  Smith,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
viz: 

Headquarters  District  of  Nashville, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  16, 1864. 
Col.  A.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  at  Clarhsville : 
Colonel  :  This  morning  a  paper  was  referred  to  you,  relating  to  Mr.  J.  S.   Gk>lla- 
day,  who  desires  to  ship  some  whisky  to  Clarksville  from  Logan  County,  Kentucky. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  whatever  action  yon  deem 
proper  in  the  premises  will  be  satisfactory  to  him. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  POLK, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

With  these  he  returned  to  Clarksville  and  obtained  from  Colonel  Smith,  the  post 
commandant,  an  indorsement  upon  General  Rousseau's  letter,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy,  viz : 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Clarksville,  February 'ilO,  10^. 
Mr.  J.  S.  GoUaday  has  permission  to  ship  to  this  post  for  storage  50  barrels  of 
whisky. 

A.  A.  SMITH, 
Calomel  Eighty-third  IllinoiSf  Commanding  Poet. 

The  petitioner  then  showed  this  military  permit  to  Mr.  Blackman,  the  Treasnry 
agent,  and  requested  him  also  to  indorse  it.  Blackman  declined,  and  told  him  that 
if  he  shipped  whiskv  under  that  permit,  the  same  would  be  liable  to  seizore.  The 
petitioner  replied  that  he  would  risk  it,  and  returning  to  Rnssellville  forthwith 
shipped  by  rail  fifty  barrels  of*  whisky  to  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  and  there  stored  it. 

Early  in  March,  1864,  the  petitioner  wrote  to  the  local  Treasury  agent  at  Rnssell- 
ville that  he  then  wished  to  sell  his  whisky  stored  at  Clarksville,  and  wanted  to  pay 
the  Government  tax  of  5  per  cent,  thereon.  The  local  agent,  not  knowing  exactly 
what  to  do,  concluded  to  confer  with  Mr.  Gallagher,  surveyor  of  customs  at  Louis- 
ville. But  there  beingthen  at  Rnssellville  an  assistant  of  Mr.  Gallagher,  the  matter 
was  referred  to  him.  The  latter  went  to  Clarksville,  seized  the  whisky,  and  bronght 
it  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where,  being  libeled,  it  was  condemned  under  the  fifth  section 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  13,  1861,  and  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

No  one  has  interposed  any  claim  to  the  attached  effects  but  the  petitioners.. 
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CoQsiddnble  testimony  has  been  taken  touching  the  loyalty  or  disloyalty  of  the 
petitioners,  hot  it  is  con8ida:ed  proper  not  to  certify  the  facts  in  relation  thereto 
inlces  desired  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Attc«t: 

A.  J.  BALLARD.  Clerk. 

Upon  this  statement  of  facts  Gtolladay  and  Bowling  applied  to  Secretary  McCnllooh 
for  the  remission  of  the  forfeiture  and  general  relief.  In  response  to  such  application 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  the  following  decision: 

Treasury  Departbisnt,  March  14, 1867, 

Sib:  The  petition  of  Messrs.  OoUaday  and  Bowling,  of  RussellTille,  Ky.,  has  been 
leeeiTed  and  considered,  in  which  they  request  the  remission  of  the  forfeiture  decreed 
by  the  district  court  of  the  ITnited  States  for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  against  fifty 
banels  of  whisky,  for  violation  of  the  act  of  July  13, 1861,  and  the  regulations  of  the 
Ttessury  Department. 

It  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  facts  attending  said  forfeiture,  signed  by  the  judge, 
anertamed  upon  a  summaij  inquiry  made  by  him,  accompanying  the  petition,  that 
the  petitioners,  being  manufactorers  of  whisky  at  Russellville,  wished  to  ship  a  part 
ef  tneir  stock  to  ClarksYiJle,  Tenn.,  for  storage;  obtained  from  the  military  com- 
mandant at  Rnss^ville  a  recommendatory  letter  to  the  officer  comnubuding  at  Clarks- 
Tilie  for  that  purpose,  which  officer  referred  them  to  the  local  special  agent  of  the 
TroMiiry  Department  at  that  place,  who  informed  them  of  the  difficulties  attending 
Bach  a  shipment,  explained  the  trade  regulations  of  the  Department,  and  for  further 
tDstractions  referred  them  to  the  assistant  special  agent  at  Kashvilie,  who  indorsed 
opoD  their  application  the  following: 

"Whisky  18  a  contraband  article,  and  as  such  I  do  not  pretend  to  exercise  any  con- 
^1  over  it,  leaving  it  to  the  direction  of  the  military  authorities.'' 

The  petitioners  tnen  applied  to  the  general  commanding  the  district  of  Tennessee, 
who,  in  writing,  authorized  the  commandant  at  Clarksyille  to  give  them  the  desired 
permiasion,  if  they  thought  proper  to  do  so ;  which  permission  was  afterward  given  by 
that  officer;  but  upon  being  shown  by  the  petitioners  to  the  Treasury  asent  and  a  re- 

rit  being  made  to  him  to  indorse  it,  he  declined,  and  told  them  that  if  they  shipped 
vhisky  under  the  permit,  it  would  be  liable  to  be  seized ;  to  which  the  petitioners 
repM  that  they  would  risk  it;  and,  returning  to  Russellville,  forthwith  shipped  the 
whidcy  to  Clarksville,  and  there  stored  it.  Soon  afterward  the  petitioners  wrote  to 
th*  Treasury  agent  at  Clarksville  that  they  desired  to  sell  their  wnisky  stored  in  that 
place,  and  wished  to  pay  the  Government  tax  of  5  per  cent,  thereon,  which  being 
reported  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue  at  Louisville,  tne  whisky  was  seized  and  after- 
wards condeuiued  upon  information  as  above. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  in  this  transaction  they  endeavored  to  follow  the  law, 
and  the  forfeiture  of  their  property  has  been  incurred  without  any  neglect  or  intention 
of  fraud  on  their  part. 

The  regnlations  of  this  Department,  which  were  in  force  when  the  forfeiture  was  in- 
enned,  regulating  the  transportation  from  the  loyal  to  the  insurrectionary  States  of 
articles  called  '^ contraband''  (among  which  whisky  is  included),  expressly  provided 
that  SQch  articles  could  only  be  transported  upon  the  approval  of  the  supervising 
special  agent  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the  general  commanding  the  district  into  or  from 
which  the  shipment  was  to  be  made,  and  also  that  a  transportation  fee  of  5  per 
cent,  on  the  value  of  the  shipment  should  be  paid  when  the  permit  was  given. 

It  appears  that  these  regplations  were  pointed  out  and  explained  to  these  petitioners 
hv  the  Treasury  agent  at  Clarksville  previous  to  their  obtaining  the  permit  from  the 
military  commaucuuit  at  that  place,  and  afterward,  when  they  had  obtained  that  per- 
minion,  bnt  before  the  shipment  was  made,  they  were  warned  by  him  of  the  invalidity 
of  the  license,  and  that  the  goods,  if  shipped,  would  be  liable  to  seizure ;  they  persisted 
in  their  course,  and  declared  that  they  would  risk  the  consequence.  The  petitioners' 
all^rations  that  they  were  guilty  of  no  neglect  or  intention  of  fraud,  or  to  violate  the 
regnlations  of  this  Department,  are  negatived  by  these  facts.  The  remission  they  ask 
is  therefore  refused.  % 

Respectfully,  &c.,  H.  McCULLOCH, 

Secretary  of  the  'Dreasury, 

J.  W.  Burr,  Esq., 

Attorney  fi^r  Oolladay  and  BawUngf  LouUvilUf  Ky, 

It  thus  appears  that  said  whisky  was  duly  and  regularlv  libeled  and  condemned, 
and  sold  pursuant  to  the  Judgment  of  a  competent  legal  tribunal.  It  appears  further 
that  aiter  it  was  so  sold  the  claimants  appealed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
relief,  and  that  he,  after  due  consideration,  and  for  the  reasons  stated  in  his  decision, 
refnaed  to  grant  any  relief.    We  are  now  called  upon  to  reverse  in  substance  the  Judg- 
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ment  of  a  legal  tribunal  and  the  deoiflion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry.    We  do  not 
think  that  sufficient  reasons  are  shown  to  authorize  us  to  do  this. 

We  concur  in  the  conclusion  of  Secretary  McCnlloch,  and  therefore  report  back  said 
bill  with  the  recommendation  that  the  claim  be  not  allowed,  and  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  said  claimants  now  appear  and  claim  that  since  the  above-quoted 
adverse  report  was  made,  new  ahd  important  evidence  has  been  for- 
nished  bearing  on  the  material  fact  on  which  the  adverse  report  is  based. 
Your  committee  have  carefully  examined  this  evidence  as  submitted, 
and  fail  to  discover  any  new  facts  or  assertions  which,  in  their  opinion, 
are  of  sufficient  weight  or  importance  to  demand  a  reversal  of  the  last 
rexK>rt  above  quoted,  and  your  present  Committee  on  Claims  therefore 
concur  in  the  above  report  and  recommendations,  and  recommend  that 
the  bill  (8. 171)  do  not  pass. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Apbil  30, 1884. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Mandebson,  firom  the  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  ClaimSy  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Susan 
A.  Shelby^  praying  additional  compensation  for  qotton  seized  at  Port 
Qihson^  Miss.^  in  1864,  have  had  the  petition^  supplemental  petition^  and 
accompanying  papers  and  proofs  under  consideration^  and  submit  the 
following  report : 

The  claimant  is  a  widow  and  resided  at  Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  daring 
the  war.  She  was  of  undoubted  loyalty  and  frequently  performed  valua- 
ble service  for  the  Union  forces.  At  the  suggestion  probably  of  promi- 
Dent  Federal  soldiers  stationed  in  her  vicinity  and  to  accumulate  means 
for  the  support  of  herself  and  family,  she  having  suffered  much  loss  dur- 
mg  the  early  part  of  the  war,  she  invested  her  money  in  the  purchase  of 
one  hundred  bales  of  cotton.  She  received  permission  from  the  Federal 
commanders  at  Yicksburg  to  move  her  cotton  to  some  point  within  the 
lines  of  the  United  States  Army,  that  it  might  be  sold.  While  her  cot- 
ton was  being  moved,  under  a  small  escort  of  Union  soldiers,  it  was 
captured  by  the  rebel  forces. 

Afterwards  this  cotton,  with  a  great  deal  more,  was  taken  by  the 
United  States  military  authorities,  by  whom  it  was  turned  over  to  the 
Treasury  agents,  who  sold  the  same  and  turned  the  proceeds  thereof 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  claimant  attempted  to  find  relief  at  the  Treasury  Department, 
but  was  unable  to  make  the  proof  required  to  show  that  the  proceeds 
of  her  cotton  went  into  the  Treasury.  In  1868  she  came  to  Congress 
daiming  that  $30,000,  the  alleged  value  of  the  property  lost  by  her, 
should  be  paid  to  her. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  in  the  For- 
tieth Congress,  believing  her  t^ase  to  be  a  deserving  one,  but  unable  to 
trace  the  identical  cotton  owned  by  her  into  the  Treasury,  reported  a 
bill  allowing  her  $5,000. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  of  the  Senate,  at  the  second  session  of  the 
Forty-first  Congress,  and  again  at  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-third 
Congress,  reported  in  favor  of  allowing  claimant  the  sum  of  $10,351.02. 

Your  committee  quotes  as  follows  from  these  reports  to  show  the  fact 
that  claimant  was  allowed  every  dollar  that  could  be  traced  into  the 
Uni^  States  Treasury: 

After  that  seotion  of  the  conn  try  had  been  brought  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  Col.  George  W.  Jackson,  commanding  the  Ninth  Indiana  Cavalry,  was 
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sent  to  Orand  Galf  and  Port  Gibson,  with  orders  to  oaptore  and  secure  to  the  United 
States  all  the  Confederate  cotton  in  Claiborne  Connty,  Mississippi.  In  porsuanoe  of 
snch  orders  he  collected  a  large  amount  of  cotton,  which  was  turned  over  to  the 
Treasury  agents,  or  sent  to  Colonel  Earle,  who  was  then  stationed  at  Rodney,  to  be 
b^  him  turned  over  to  the  Treasury  agents,  and  shipped  either  to  Memphis  and  Cin- 
cinnati or  New  Orleans  for  sale.  It  appears  that  the  one  hundred  bales  of  cotton 
belonging  to  claimant  were  stored  with  the  Confederate  cotton,  and  on  or  about  the 
1st  day  of  June,  1865,  it  was  seized  by  Colonel  Jackson's  command,  together  with 
other  cotton.  Of  this  cotton  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  bales  were  turned  over  to 
A.  A.  Dewey,  Treasury  agent  at  Port  Gibson,  and  by  him  shipped  to  Memphis  and 
thence  to  Cincinnati,  where  it  was  sold  by  William  P.  Mellen,  general  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  The  proceeds  of  seventy-two  bales  of  this  cotton  were  re- 
leased by  order  of  the  President  to  a  Mrs.  Miller ;  the  remaining  sixty-two  bales  were 
sold ;  the  net  proceeds,  amounting  to  $7,294.68,  were  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

The  remaining  thirty-eight  bales  were  shipped  by  Colonel  Jackson,  with  a  lot  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty -five  bales,  to  Colonel  Earle,  at  Rodney,  where  it  was  tamed 
over  to  Treasury  Agent  J.  J.  Mushaway,  by  whom  it  was  shipped  to  New  Orleans, 
where  it  was  sold,  and  the  net  proceeds,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $13,270.93^  was  paid 
into  the  Treasury.  Of  this  amount  claimant  is  entitled  only  to  value  of  thirty-eight 
bales,  and  as  the  cotton  realised  oiily  $80.43  per  bale,  it  would  amount  to  $3,056.34. 
The  amount  realized  for  the  sixty-two  bales  added  to  this  sum  would  amount  to 
$10,351.02. 

Cfolonel  Jackson  admits  that  Mrs.  Shelby's  cotton  was  seized  and  turned  over  to 
the  Treasury  agents,  and  says  that  he  would  have  released  her  cotton  and  returned  it 
to  her,  but  that  he  had  no  authority  to  do  so.  This  Colonel  Jackson  states  in  a  letter 
directed  to  claimant  at  the  time  of  the  seizure,  and  he  reports  it  in  a  letter  to  General 
Grant,  in  which  he  recommends  a  settlement  of  the  claim.  This  letter  bears  the  fol- 
lowing Indorsement  by  General  Grant :  *'  I  would  Join  with  Colonel  Jackson  in  reo- 
ommending  that  a  fair  settlement  be  made  with  Mrs.  Shelby  for  cotton  of  hers  which 
Ck>vemment  got  actual  possession  of.'' 

The  loyalty  of  claimant,  her  ownership  of  the  cotton,  and  the  seizure  of  the  same  by 
Colonel  Jackson's  forces,  are  well  established  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  many 
witnesses,  and  are  admitted  by  the  Federal  officers  who  were  there  at  the  time  and 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts.  Not  only  was  claimant  loyal,  but  she  did  all  she  could 
in  aid  of  the  Federal  Army.  The  main  difficulty  connected  with  this  claim  appears 
to  have  been  In  identifying  the  cotton  and  in  tracing  the  proceeds  of  it  into  theTreaeair 
of  the  United  States.  The  House  Committee  on  Claims  was  strongly  impressed  with 
the  Justice  of  this  claim,  and  made  several  attempts  to  get  official  eviaence  of  the 
receipt  of  the  proceeds  by  the  Treasury  Department,  but  apparently  failed  to  do  so ; 
notwithstanding  this  they  recommended  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  $5,000,  passed  the 
House  at  the  last  session. 

Since  the  House  bill  has  been  before  this  committee,  the  Treasury  Department  have 
been  requested  to  furnish  information  on  this  subject.  A  full  report  of  all  cotton 
seized  in  the  county  of  Claiborne,  Mississippi,  was  sent  to  the  committee.  All  pre- 
vious calls,  it  seems,  had  only  requested  a  return  of  the  facts  concerning  Mrs.  Shelby's 
cotton,  but  as  her  name  did  not  appear  in  the  records  in  connection  with  this  cotton, 
it  having  been  stored  with  the  Confederate  cotton,  the  return  from  the  Department 
did  not  inmisb  the  necessary  evidence. 

The  return  to  the  last  call  upon  the  Department  furnishes  all  the  facts  connected 
with  the  seizure,  shipment,  and  sale  of  all  the  cotton  taken  in  that  county  ;  and  in  com- 
panng  the  evidence  in  this  case  with  the  dates  of  seizures  and  shipments  of  cotton 
m>m  that  county,  your  committee  are  satisfied  that  her  cotton  was  seized  by  Colonel 
Jackson's  command ;  that  it  was  turned  over  to  the  Treasury  agent«,  shipped,  and 
sold  as  above  described,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $10,351.02. 

On  Jauuary  19,  1875,  Congress  passed  an  act  allowing  Mrs.  Snsan 
A.  Shelby,  claimant  herein,  the  snm  of  $10,351.02  ^^  in  full  of  her  claim 
for  cotton  captured  and  sold  by  the  United  States.'^  She  received  this 
amoant  under  this  law,  and  receiving  it  in  full  of  her  claim  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  estopped  from  obtaining  the  relief  prayed 
for  by  her. 

There  is  no  pretense  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner  that  the  amount  re- 
ceived by  her  was  not  all  that  has  been  realized  by  the  United  States 
from  the  one  hundred  bales  of  cotton  captured  from  the  Confederate 
forces  and  alleged  to  belong  to  her.  She  bases  her  claim  for  additional 
compensation  upon  the  ground  that  she  is  <<  in  straitened  circumstances 
and  has  suffered  much,"  and  that  if  she  had  been  allowed  to  sell  her 
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cotton  she  ooald  have  realized  a  mach  greater  amount  for  it.  This  may 
be  80y  bat  the  only  measure  of  damages  in  cases  such  as  this  is  the 
amoant  received  by  the  Government  and  held  as  a  trust  fund  to  be  paid 
to  the  owners  of  the  property  from  the  sale  of  which  the  money  was  real- 
ized. 

The  claimant  is  undoubtedly  in  great  need  and  most  deserving^  but 
your  committee,  feeling  that  it  has  no  power  to  afford  further  relief,  re- 
port against  granting  the  prayer  of  petitioner,  and  ask  to  be  discharged. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  1, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  DoLPH,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bills  S.  1202, 2135.] 

The  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  8. 1202)  to 
provide  for  and  aid  in  the  construction  and  to  regulate  the  operation  of 
a  nhip'Canal  between  Lakes  Union  and  Washington  and  Puget  Sound j 
in  Washington  Territory^  and  for  other  purposes^  respectfully  reports : 

That  Lake  Union  is  situated  near  the  town  of  Seattle,  in  King  County 
Washington  Territory,  and  within  5,000  feet  of  the  navigable  waters  o 
Paget  S^nnd,  and  the  level  of  the  lake  ier  11  feet  higher  than  the  waters 
(rf"  Paget  Sound.  It  is  about  IJ  miles  in  length  by  three-fourths  of  a 
mUe  in  breadth,  and  it  is  said  to  have  sufficient  depth  to  float  the  largest 
ships.  It  is  practicable  to  connect  said  lake  with  Puget  Sound  by  means 
of  a  canal. 

Lake  Washington  is  also  situated  near  the  town  of  Seattle,  in  said 
King  County,  and  is  about  18  miles  in  length  and  from  2  to  5  miles  in 
breadth,  and  has  a  depth  of  water  sufficient  to  float  the  largest  ships. 
Its  level  is  18  J  feet  higher  than  that  of  the  waters  of  Puget  Sound.  It 
is  connected  with  Lake  Samamish,  or  Squak  Lake,  by  Samamish  or 
Sqnak  Slough,  which  is  about  8  miles  long,  and  has  from  2  to  3  feet  of 
water  at  ordinary  stages.  Samamish  Lake  is  about  9  miles  in  length, 
and  is  navigable  for  vessels  which  could  pass  Samamish  Slough  if  im- 
proved in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  said  bill. 

The  Washington  Improvement  Company,  a  corporation  incorporated 
and  organized  under  the  laws  of  Washington  Territory,  proposes  to  con- 
stmct  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Puget  Sound  and  Lake  Union, 
aod  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Union  with  the  waters  of 
Lake  Washington,  sufficient  to  admit  the  passage  of  vessels  of  at  least 
3,000  tons  burden,  and  to  so  improve,  widen,  deepen,  and  straighten 
the  channel  of  Samamish  Eiver  or  Squak  Slough  as  to  admit  the  pas- 
sage of  vessels  of  at  least  50  tons  burden  at  all  stages  of  water,  and  so 
that  the  channel  of  said  slough  shaU  not  be  less  than  4  feet  in  depth 
and  40  feet  in  width. 

The  proposed  works  are  of  considerable  public  importance.  The 
unprovement  of  the  Samamish  River,  if  made,  would  give  settlers 
aloDg  the  shores  of  Lake  Samamish  facilities  for  the  transportation  to 
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the  sound  of  their  a^ricultaral  products.  Gontinnous  navigation  for 
vessels  of  50  tons  burden  would  be  opened  by  the  proposed  works  about 
30  miles  and  for  vessels  of  3,000  tons  burden  for  25  miles.  Large  tracts 
of  timber  lying  upon  the  banks  of  Lakes  Union,  Washington,  and  Sa- 
mamish,  and  along  Samamish  Eiver,  and  extensive  deposits  of  coal  known 
to  exist  in  the  vicinity  of  Samamish  Lake,  would  be  made  accessible  to 
commerce. 

In  October,  1872,  a  survey  of  several  routes  for  a  ship  canal  to  con- 
nect the  waters  of  Lake  TV  ashington  with  the  waters  of  Puget  Sound  was 
made  by  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  S.  Alexander,  U.  S.  A.,  the  report  of  which 
is  now  on  file  in  the  War  Department.  In  this  report  General  Alex- 
ander sets  forth  the  character  of  the  lands  that  would  be  reclaimed  by 
the  construction  of  the  works  provided  for  in  this  bill,  and  the  advan- 
tages that  will  accrue  to  the  public  from  the  construction  thereof.  Such 
lands  are  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  are 
at  present  valueless,  and  unless  reclaimed  by  the  building  of  said  canals, 
will  remain  so. 

The  legislative  assembly  of  Washington  Territory  has  memorialized 
Congress  asking  a  liberal  appropriation  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
said  canals.  The  board  of  count}'  commissioners  in  King  County  in 
said  Territory,  the  county  in  which  said  canals  are  to  be  located,  and 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  common  CDuncil  of  the  city  of  Se- 
attle, in  said  King  County,  have  also  memorialized  Congress  to  grant 
the  aid  to  said  company  which  said  bill  provides. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  the  United  States  would  be  entitled  to 
the  free  use  of  said  canals,  if  constructed,  for  vessels  of  the  Navy. 
The  rights  of  the  public  seem  to  be  sufficiently  guarded.  No  toll  under 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  can  be  charged  by  the  company  for  vessels, 
or  for  merchandise  transported  upon  vesselis  of  le«s  than  2  tons  bur- 
den, navigating  said  Samamish  Eiver  or  Squak  Slough,  so  that  no  toll 
•can  be  imposed  upon  any  species  of  commerce  which  can  now  be  carried 
on  upon  the  same,  and  power  is  given  the  legislature  of  Washington 
Territory  to  regulate  the  tolls  to  be  collected  by  the  company. 

The  United  States  at  any  time  has  the  option  of  purchasing  the  said 
works  for  a  price  equal  to  the  cost  thereof,  and  6  per  cent,  interest  per 
annum  upon  the  same,  and  at  the  end  of  fift/ years  becomes  the  owner 
of  said  works  without  payment  therefor. 

By  the  construction  of  the  proposed  canals  it  is  understood  that  the 
level  of  Lake  Washington  will .  be  necessarily  lowered,  and  tracts  of 
land  below  the  present  ordinary  high-water  line  of  said  lake  will  be  un- 
covered and  reclaimed. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  justice  requires  that  such  re- 
claimed tracts  should  be  granted  to  the  shore  owners,  and,  instead  of 
granting  to  said  company  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lauds  reclaimed 
by  the  construction  of  said  canals,  the  option  of  purchasing  said  lands 
from  the  United  States  should  be  given  to  the  company  for  a  limited 
period  at  the  price  of  $1.25  an  acre. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  S.  1202. 
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APPENDIX. 

1.  Beportof  Bvt.  Bri^.  Gen.  B.  S.  Alexander,  United  States  Army,  to  the  Chief  of  Ed- 
gineers,  of  December  1.5, 1871,  on  the  reconnaissance  of  Lake  Washington,  Washing- 
ton Territory. 

3.  Report  of  lliomas  H.  Handbnry,  first  lieutenant  of  engineers,  to  General  Alexander, 
dated  October  13, 1871. 

Office  Board  of  Engineers  for  the  Pacific  Coast, 

San  Francisco f  CaJ.,  December  15,  1871. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  on  the  reconnaissance  of 
Lake  Washmgton,  Washington  Territory  : 

This  reconnaissance  was  made  daring  the  month  of  August  last  by  myself  and  Lieu- 
tenant Haudbnry,  the  recorder  of  this  Board. 

The  object  of  the  reconnaissance  was  to  ascertain  if  this  lake  could  be  connected 
with  Seattle  Harbor  by  a  ship-canal  within  reasonable  limits  of  expense;  and,  if  so, 
to  diwover  the  approximate  location  of  such-canal,  the  difference  of  level  between 
the  waters  of  Seattle  Harbor  and  the  lake,  and  all  the  other  circunistauces  attending 
sQch  an  undertaking. 

Mj  letter  to  the  Department  of  October  11, 1870,  will  set  forth  more  fully  the  object 
of  the  reconnaissance. 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  Lientenant  Handbnry,  addressed  to  the  president  of  this 
Board,  dated  October  13,  1871,  together  with  the  accompanying  drawing,  are  here- 
with transmitted,  and  may  be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  this  report.  These 
pqiers  will  render  any  further  description  of  the  lake  unnecessary  at  the  present 
time. 

We  come,  therefore,  at  once  to  consider  the  practicability  of  the  proposed  canal. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  Lientenant  Handbnry  it  will  be  seen. 

Taking  ordinary  high  water  of  the  bay  =  0 : 

Ft.  In. 

Thewater  of  Lake  Union  when  leveled  was 11    6 

The  water  of  Lake  Washington  when  leveled  was 18    6 

Difference 7    0 

High  water  of  the  bay  :=0 : 

Ft  In. 

Extreme  high  water  of  Lake  Union 13    6 

Extreme  high  water  of  Lake  Washington -^    6 

Diffrrence 9    0 

High  water  of  the  bay  =  0  : 

Ft.  In 

Extreme  low  water  of  Lake  Union 10    6 

Extreme  low  water  of  Lake  Washington 17    0 

Difference 6    6 

High  water  of  the  bay  :=  0 : 

Ft.  In. 

Mean  level  of  Lake  Union 12 

Mean  level  of  Lake  Washington 19    9 

Difference 7    9 

If  we  suppose  the  waters  of  the  two  lakes  to  communicate  freely,  and  to  assume,  at 
all  times,  a  common  level,  then  we  would  have,  assuming — 

The  high  water  of  the  bay  =  0 : 

Ft.  In. 

The  common  level  of  the  two  lakes  at  high  water 18 

The  common  level  of  the  two  lakes  at  low  water 13    9 

The  mean  level  of  the  two  lakes 151(H 

Now,  in  reference  to  these  data,  I  will  remark,  if  a  wide  and  deep  canal  were  cut 
hetween  Lake  Washington  and  Lake  Union,  that  Lake  Washington  would  necessarily 
find  its  main  outlet  to  the  sea  through  Lake  Union  and  Shilshole  Bay.  And,  in  this 
case  the  height  of  the  common  level  of  the  communicating  waters,  barring  a  slight  slope 
for  the  current,  could  be  regulated  within  certain  limits  by  an  inexpensive  dam  across 
the  stream  leading  from  Lake  Union  into  Shilshole  Bay.  i     r^^^r^i^ 
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This  limit  I  have  assumed  to  be  between  the  references  of  14  and  16  feet. 

Such  a  dam  wonld  put  the  permanent  level  of  the  water  from  6  inches  to  4  feet  6 
inches  above  the  present  high  water  of  Lake  Union,  by  which  no  damage,  or,  if  any, 
very  little,  wonld  be  done  to  the  surrounding  shores. 

The  level  of  the  water,  or  rather  the  oscillations  of  the  level  in  the  case  supposed, 
would  be  from  3  feet  below  to  1  foot  above  extreme  low  water  of  Lake  Washington, 
by  which  much  valuable  land  around  the  borders  of  SamamishLake  and  the  stream 
connecting  it  with  Lake  Washington  would  be  reclaimed.  And  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten, if  Lake  Washington  were  drained  through  Lake  Union  by  a  large  cut  or 
canal,  that  the  current  of  the  escaping  water  would  probably  soon  scour  out  a  deep 
channel  through  Union  Bay,  carrying  the  sediment,  particularly  at  the  first  rush  of 
the  water,  to  a  great  extent  into  Admiralty  Inlet. 

It  is  possible  that  the  range  I  have  giveU  for  the  level  of  the  waters  of  the  two 
lakes,  in  case  this  canal  should  ever  be  built,  would  be  slightly  changed.  It  may  be 
made  higher  or  lower.     The  question  will  be  one  of  expense."* 

This  difference  of  level  between  the  waters  of  the  bay  and  the  lakes  will  involve 
the  constructiou  of  locks  to  enable  vessels  to  pass  from  one  to  the  other. 

These  locks,  for  the  sake  of  economy  in  excavation,  should  be  placed  at  the  outlet 
of  the  canal,  on  the  bay  shore.  The  range  of  the  tide  in  Seattle  Harl»or,  for  such 
practical  purposes  as  a  canal,  may  be  assumed  at  10  feet.  If,  therefore,  it  be  required 
that  the  outlet  of  the  canal  be  soconstructed  that  vessels  shall  be  able,  at  all  time9  of 
tide,  to  pass  from  the  harbor  into  the  canal,  or  rice  rerm,  then  the  maximum  difference 
of  level  between  low  water  in  the  bay  ( — 10  feet)  and  high  water  in  the  canal  (18 
feet)  would  be  28  feet,  which  height  may  be  overcome,  either  by  two  locks  each  of  14 
feet  lift  or  by  three  locks  of  9  feet  4  inches  lift. 

The  question  whether  there  should  be  two  or  three  locks  in  such  a  ca«e  may  be  left 
for  consideration  hereafter.  Water  is  abundant,  and  if  the  question  should  ever 
come  up  for  discussion,  an  unlimited  supply  for  any  amount  of  lockage  may  be  taken 
for  granted. 

For  the  present  I  will  assume  that  two  locks  can  be  constructed  to  answer  all  pur- 
poses. Of  course,  some  portions  of  such  locks  ought  to  be  of  the  very  best  quality  of 
masonry,  but  other  portions  could  be  made  of  timber,  of  which  any  amount  can  be 
had  within  sight  of  the  locality. 

The  cost  of  such  locks  woulcl  probably  be  about  $1,000,000  each. 

The  next  question  is  the  amount  of  excavation. 

Two  transit  and  level  lines  were  run  from  Union  Lake  to  Seattle  Harbor,  crossing 
the  divide  between  the  lake  and  the  harbor  at  the  lowest  depression.  One  via 
Mercer's  farm,  the  other  via  the  tramway  of  the  Seattle  Coal  Company. 

A  transit  and  level  line  was  also  run  via  the  tramway  connecting  the  two  lakes. 

These  lines  were  not  straight  lines,  because  to  have  made  them  straight  would  have 
involved  many  days'  cutting  in  a  thick  undergrowth  that  might  very  properly  be 
called  a  jungle. 

Sufficient  explorations  were  made,  however,  to  show  that  the  canal  between  the 
two  lakes  could  be  made  on  a  straight  line  without  encountering  any  high  land  or 
other  difficulties. 

The  route  between  Lake  Union  and  Seattle  Harbor,  via  Mercer's  farm  line,  can 
also  be  a  straight  line,  while  that  via  the  tramway  from  Lake  Union  to  the  harbor 
would  be  on  two  straight  lines  connected  by  an  arc  of  a  circle  of  1,650  feet  radius,  as 
shown  on  the  accompanying  sheet. 

The  following  tabulations  have  been  made  from  measurements  and  careful  calcula- 
tions : 

Between  lakes : 

Feet 

Length  of  measured  line 2,044 

Length  of  straight  line 1,910 

Between  Lake  Union  and  the  bay  (via  Mercer's  farm): 

Length  of  section  line 5,165 

Length  of  stT*aight  line 5, 100 

Between  Lake  Union  and  the  bay  (via  tramway) : 

Length  of  section  line 6,305 

Length  of  proposed  line  with  curve 6,310 

I  have  supposed,  if  we  were  to  build  such  a  canal  for  naval  purposes,  that  it  ought  to 
be  30  feet  deep  in  the  middle  at  low  water  in  the  lakes;  that  the  submerged  slopes 
ought  to  be  1  on  2 ;  that  about  6  feet  above  high  water  in  the  canal  there  ought  to  be 
a  berm  or  tow-path  12  feet  wide ;  and  above  this  point  the  side  slopes  may  be  made 
45^,  with  small  berms  4  feet  wide  for  every  20  feet  in  height. 

It  may  bo  remarked  that  the  exposed  banks  of  earth  in  all  this  country  will  stand 
at  a  very  steep  slope — more  than  ib° — but  for  safety  I  think  high  banks,  like  those  of 
a  canal  in  deep  excavation,  had  better  be  cut  to  that  slope. 

As  to  the  cross-section  of  the  canal,  I  think  50  feet  wide  on  the  bottom,  would  be 
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amply  sufficient.  This  woald  make  the  water  sarface  at  low  water  162  feet  wide  and 
At  nigh  water  178  feet  wide ;  which  would  allow  ordinary  vessels  of  commerce  to  pass 
each  other  with  ease  and  safety.  When  a  large  man-of-war  had  to  pass  through,  of 
course  the  canal  would  be  cleared  for  that  purpose. 

The  datum  plane  being  ordinary  high  water=0;  the  bottom  of  the  canal  is  at — 
16  feet ;  surface  of  canal  at  low  water,  14  feet ;  surface  of  canal  at  high  water,  18 
fwt. 

The  drawing  gives  a  cross-section  of  the  canal,  in  deep  cutting,  arranged  according 
to  the  foregoing  data. 

If  this  section  were  adopted  the  amount  of  excavation  on  transit  line  between  lakes 
would  be  473,801  cubic  yards;  on  a  straight  line,  442,738  cubic  yards. 

Between  Lake  Union  and  the  bay,  via  Mercer's  farm,  4,034,460  cubic  yards ;  on  a 
stmight  line,  3,983,610  cubic  yards. 

Between  Lake  Union  and  the  bay,  via  tramway,  3,995,113  cubic  yards;  on  straight 
UiM'  with  connecting  curve,  3,998,281  cubic  yards. 

To  be  safe  I  assume  the  excavation — 

Cable  yards. 

Between  lakes 450,000 

Between  Union  Lake  and  the  bay  by  either  route 4,000,000 

Total  excavation 4,450,000 

From  these  data  we  are  enabled  to  arrive  at  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
the  canal. 

Say  two  lift  locks  at  $1,000,000  each $2,000,000 

Excavation,  4,450,000  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents  per  cubic  yard 2, 225, 000 

Dam  with  apron  across  outlet  of  Union  Lake 25,000 

4,250,000 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  supervision  and  contingencies 425, 000 

Total  cost 4,675,000 

1  am  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  canal  could  be  built  for  this  amount  of  money 
(coin),  unless  it  should  be  decided  that  three  locks  would  be  preferable  to  two,  in 
vhich  case  about  $500,000  should  be  added  to  this  estimate,  making  it  $5,175,000. 

The  question  arises,  in  conclusion,  does  the  Government  want  such  a  canal  and 
soch  a  harbor  in  this  locality  as  Lake  Washington  would  afford  f 

This  question  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  at  the  present  time.  Much  might  be  said 
both  for  and  against  it.  If  there  were  such  a  chance  to  make  a  great  naval  depot,  so 
entirely  secure,  with  so  many  advantages  of  climate,  of  coal,  timber,  and  fresh  water 
&ee  (rom  ice,  at  any  suitable  point  along  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic  front,  or  even  the 
Gulf  coast  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not  imagine  there  would  be  much  hesitation  on 
the  subject.  The  work  would  probably  be  started  at  once.  But,  situated  as  this  har- 
bor IB,  on  one  dank  of  tfie  Pacific  front  of  the  United  States,  in  a  country  yet  in  its  in- 
&ncy  as  regards  population  and  resources,  the  case  is  different.  Nevertheless,  it 
should  at  ail  times  be  remembere<l  when  this  subject  comes  up  for  consideration,  that 
there  are  only  three  places  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States  where  navy-yards 
or  uaval  establishments  of  any  kind  can  be  established  where  they  can  be  made 
secure. 

One  of  these  is  San  Francisco,  one  is  at  San  Diego,  and  one  in  the  waters  of  Puget 
Soimd. 

When  the  day  arrives  for  fixing  a  site  for  a  navy-yard,  or  a  depot  of  naval  supplies, 
in  these  latter  waters,  the  claims  of  Lake  Washington  will  doubtless  be  considered. 

Although  much  information  is  contained  in  this  report  and  the  papers  herewith, 
yet  before  any  actual  work  could  properly  be  begun  on  the  construction  of  such  a 
work  as  this  canal,  much  more  detailed  information  would  be  wanted.  Minute  and  ac- 
curate surveys  would  be  required.  The  lakes  and  streams  emptying  into  them 
should  be  carefully  gauged  for  an  entire  year,  and  the  part  that  Cedar  River  would 
play  in  supplying  Lake  Washington  with  water  in  times  of  flood  accurately  ascer- 
tained. 

I  have  not  discussed  the  other  possible  routes  for  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of 
Lake  Washington  with  Seattle  Harbor  because  I  consider  the  route  via  Union  Lake 
snd  Mercer's  farm  preferable  to  any  other. 

Looking  at  the  map  alone,  it  would  seem  that  there  might  be  a  good  route  just 
•onth  of  Seattle  on  a  straight  line  across  the  narrowest  portion  of  land  between  the 
lake  and  the  bay,  but  such  a  route  would  encounter  hills  at  least  200,  and  probably 
300  feet  in  height,  and  would  terminate  on  the  bay  in  shallow^  water. 

And  the  line  of  which  Lieutenant  Handbury  speaks  as  having  its  summit  only 
172  feet  above  the  high  water  of  the  bay,  would  be  several  miles  in  length,  would 
be  crooked,  and  wonld  terminate  south  of  the  town  of  Seattle  nearly  a  mile  from 
^2p  water.  *  /  I 
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The  line  via  Black  and  Dwamish  Rivers  is  too  Ions  and  too  crooked,  and  it  termi- 
nates in  shoal  water.  Besides,  a  canal  here  woald  be  certainly  filled  np  by  the 
sands  bronght  down  by  the  Cedar  and  White  Rivers  in  times  of  flood. 

The  line  via  the  olitlet  of  Union  Lake  and  Shilshole  Bay  has  serions  objections. 
The  excavation  would  probably  be  very  expensive,  because  a  ^^reat  portion  would 
have  to  be  done  by  dredging.  But  the  damaging  features  of  this  line  are  that  it  would 
terminate  in  shoal  water,  exposed  to  heavy  seas,  which  would  constantly  fill  up  the 
outlet  of  the  canal,  and  that  this  outlet  would  be  exposed  to  the  cannonade  of  an 
enemy  in  time  of  war. 

The  line  via  the  outlet  of  Union  Lake  into  Shilshole  Bay,  and  thence  across  the 
low,  narrow  penini^ula,  NE.  of  Smith's  Point  is  also  objectionable,  because,  although 
the  excavation  would  be  less,  I  think  it  would  be  quite  as  costly  as  that  via  Mercer^s 
farm ;  and  it  wouM  terminate  in  shoal  water.  Besides  the  route  would  not  be  so 
secure  as  that  via  Mercer's  farm  or  the  tramway. 

For  the  defense  of  the  entrauce  to  the  canal  by  either  of  the  latter  routes,  and  the 
holding  of  Seattle  Harbor  against  a  maritime  attack,  the  occupation  of  a  few  posi- 
tions on  the  high  laud  overlooking  Sandy  Point  and  Smith's  Point,  and  of  some  posi- 
tion on  the  opposite  shore  would  be  necessary. 

I  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  the  other  members  of  this  board,  not  having  visited 
the  locality  or  taken  any  part  in  this  reconnaissance,  ought  not  to  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  the  views  and  opinions  expressed  in  this  report.  I  alone  am  responsible  for 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  ALEXANDER, 
Lt,  Col,  Engineers,  Bvi.  Brig.  Gen,  U,  S.  A,, 

PresU  Board  of  Engineers,  Pacific  Coast. 
Brig.  Gen.  A  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  JVashingUm,  D.  C, 


San  Francisco,  Cal., 

October  13,  1871. 

Colonel  :  After  completing  the  field-work  of  the  current  obser\'ations  which  you 
had  directed  me  to  make,  in  and  abont  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  I  proceeded 
with  my  party,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  to  Puget  Sound  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing current  observations  in  certain  designated  localities  there,  and  also,  nnder  your 
personal  supervision  to  make  a  reconnaissance  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Washington, 
Washington  Territory,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  practicability  of  connecting 
the  waters  of  that  lake  with  those  of  Dwa cish  or  Elliott's  Bay,  by  means  of  a  ship 
canal  of  such  dimensions  as  to  admit  to  the  lake  our  largest  vessels  of  war,  in  case 
the  Government  should  decide  to  locate  a  naval  depot  upon  its  shores. 

Upon  this  reconnaissance  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  : 

As  this  locality  is  beginning  to  attract  considerable  attention  on  account  of  its 
connection  with  the  railroad  and  maritime  interests  of  commerce,  as  well  as  its  im- 
portance to  the  Government  for  naval  purposes,  a  description  of  it,  somcMrhat  in  de- 
tail, may  not  be  nninteresting. 

Lake  Washington  is  a  body  of  fresh  water  situated  about  li  *  miles  due  east  from 
Dwamish  Bay,  Washington  Territory.  It  is  about  18  miles  in  length  with  an  average 
width  of  about  2  miles,  and  has  an  area  of  about  36  square  miles.  At  its  widest  place 
its  width  is  about  5  miles.  Here  there  is  a  large  island,  about  midway  of  the  lalce,  1 
mile  wide  and  about  4  miles  in  length.  The  depth  of  water  ascertained  at  various 
places  about  equidistant  from  the  shores,  varies  from  10  to  .'^7  fathoms,  and  in  gen- 
eral it  is  deep  up  to  within  a  short  distance  from  it«  shores.  The  whole  lake  is  noth- 
ing more  than  a  large  volume  of  water  collected  from  the  surrounding  hills  into  a 
deep  gorge. 

When  it  was  ascertained  that  the  depth  was  so  great,  reaching  far  below  the  level 
of  the  waters  of  the  sound,  it  became  interesting  to  know  the  character  of  the  water 
at  the  bottom.  To  determine  this,  we  procured  specimens,  which,  after  examination, 
proved  to  be  precisely  similar  to  those  obtained  from  the  top,  both  being  perfectly 
fresh.    The  temperature  at  the  bottom  was  55°  F,  at  the  surface  70^  F,  the  air  .57'^  F. 

The  water,  although  fresh  and  soft,  is  not  sufficiently  pure  for  drinking  purposes. 
It  seems  to  be  impregnated  with  minute  particles  of  suspeuHible  decayed  vegetable 
matter  and  minute  animal  life,  scarcely  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  The  bottom  also 
seems  to  be  covered  with  fine  mnd  and  decayed  vegetable  substance. 

This  lake  receives  the  drainage  of  about  300  square  miles  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. Its  principal  tributary,  the  Samamish  River,  enters  it  at  its  noi*thern  end. 
This  river  drains  a  lake  of  the  same  name,  situated  about  3  miles  due  east  and  lyiug 
north  and  south,  nearly  parallel  to  Lake  Washington.  The  other  tributaries  are 
small,  inconsiderable  streams  draining  the  hills  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  Its  nat- 
ural outlet  is  at  its  southern  end,  through  the  Dwamish  River  into  Dwamish  Bay. 
Between  the  lake  and  the  bay  this  river  receives  the  waters  of  Cedar  and  White  Riv- 
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en.  It  in  nftvigable  for  small  steamboats  at  ordinary  high  tide  up  to  a  short  dis- 
tance above  the  White  River,  and  darins  the  time  of  freshets  in  the  Cedar  and  White 
Rivers,  steamers  have  ascended  to  the  l^e. 

Tt  fireqnently  happens  daring  this  time  that  the  waters  of  Cedar,  and  sometimes 
those  of  White  River,  flow  into  the  lake,  instead  of  through  the  Dwamish  River  into 
the  bay.  The  country  surrounding  Lake  Washington  Is  generally  undulating  and 
billy,  although  not  rough  nor  rugged.  It  abouncu  with  numerous  springs  of  clear 
pure  water. 

Along  the  borders  of  the  Samamish  Lake  and  down  the  Samamish  River  there 
are  considerable  quantities  of  marsh  and  overflowed  lands,  that  only  need  reclama- 
tion to  become  valuable  for  agricultural  purposes.  This  tract  of  country,  like  all  that 
bordering  on  the  waters  of  Puget  Sound,  is  thickly  covered  with  valuable  timber,  of 
which,  toe  flr,  spruce,  and  cedar  are  the  principal  varieties.  On  the  borders  of  the 
lake  alone  there  is  enough  of  the  best  quality  of  these  species  of  timber  to  supply  all 
the  waots  of  a  naval  depot  for  years  to  come. 

There  are  also  within  2  miles  of  the  eastern  shore  of  this  lake,  coal  fields  of  consid- 
ersble  extent  that  are  now  being  successfully  worked  by  a  company  entitled  the 
Seattle  Coal  and  Transportation  Company.  The  coal  is  of  an  excellent  quality  and 
ranks  among  the  first  of  those  obtained  upon  this  coast  lor  steaming  purposes.  Al- 
thoa^h  the  facilities  for  getting  this  coal  to  market  are,  as  yet,  very  primitive  and  ex- 
pensive, still  the  enterprise  seems  to  pay  those  interested.  The  amount  now  taken  out 
per  month  is  about  1,500  tons.  With  improved  facilities  the  company  expects  to  be 
able  to  deliver  double  this  amount  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

To  the  westward  of  Lake  Washington  is  another  smaller  lake  called  Lake  Union. 
Their  waters  are  separated  by  a  low,  narrow  ridge,  about  680  yards  wide. 

This  lake  has  an  area  of  aoont  1^  square  miles.  Its  depth  varies  from  3  to  8  fath- 
oms, and  its  waters  are  of  about  the  same  character  as  those  of  Lake  Washington. 
Its  oatlet  is  on  its  eastern  side  through  a  small  stream  into  Shilshole  Bay,  thence  into 
Admiralty  Inlet.  Through  this  outlet  the  tide  rises  to  within  i  mile  of  the  lake.  The 
stream  runs  through  a  low,  narrow  valley  which  widens  out  into  a  marshy  flat  when 
it  reaches  Shilshole  Bay.  During  low -water  this  bay  is  a  low,  mud  flat  excepting  near 
its  entrance,  which  is  through  a  narrow  gorge  with  bold  bluffs  on  both  sides. 

Between  the  outlet  of  Lake  Union  and  Dwamish  Bay  there  is  a  ridge  of  considera- 
ble height,  with  a  low  depression  in  the  vicinity  of  Smith's  Bay.  At  this  point  the 
height  of  the  land  does  not  exceed  12  feet  above  nigh  water. 

Between  the  southern  end  of  Lake  Union  and  Dwamish  Bav,  there  are  two  depres- 
sioDs,  one  in  a  westerly  direction  and  the  other  in  a  southerly.  The  height  of  each 
of  these  above  the  lake  is  about  105  feet. 

On  the  west  of  Lake  Washington,  and  limited  by  Dwamish  River  and  Bay,  on  the 
south  and  west,  and  Lake  Union  on  the  north,  there  is  also  a  range  of  hills,  of  con- 
siderable height.  The  lowest  point  of  this  range  is  172  feet  above  the  high  water  of 
the  bay. 

By  referring  to  the  coast  survey  chart  of  Dwamish  Bay,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is 
abont  6  milra  in  length  by  2  in  width,  with  deep  water  nearly  up  to  the  shores,  ex- 
cept at  its  southeastern  end  where  it  receives  the  waters  of  the  Dwamish  River.  Here 
there  is  an  extensive  flat  which  is  bare  at  low  water.  The  holding-ground  in  this  bay 
is  g^erally  good,  but  the  water  is  too  deep  to  make  it  a  desirable  anchor! ng-place. 
The  shore  of  the  bay,  on  the  eastern  side,  between  the  town  of  Seattle  and  Smith's 
Bay,  is  well  adapted  for  the  terminus  of  a  canal,  on  account  of  its  being  well  protected 
from  storms,  and  of  the  favorable  depth  of  water. 

At  Smith's  Bay,  there  is  another  extensive  flat,  similar  to  that  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Dwamish  River.  v 

Immediately  after  our  arrival  at  Seattle  we  proceeded,  under  your  personal  super- 
vision, to  the  examination  of  Lake  Washington.  We  thoroughly  examined  the  shore 
of  that  portion  of  this  lake  from  Union  Bay  southward,  also  the  depth  of  the  water, 
by  taking  soundings  at  various  places  as  we  rowed  from  point  to  point.  These  sound- 
inp,  as  well  as  other  information  collected  from  absolute  survey,  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted on  a  sheet,  which  also  contains  a  tracing  taken  from  the  most  reliable  map  of 
this  vicinity  which  we  could  obtain,  made  in  the  United  States  surveyor-general's 
oflBee. 

After  examining  this  lake,  we  proceeded  in  like  manner  to  examine  Lake  Union. 
Between  these  two  we  ran  a  transit  and  level  line  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their 
diiference  of  level  and  a  cross-section  of  the  land  separating  them.  This  line  was 
taken  along  the  Seattle  Coal  Company's  tramway,  because  this  was  situated  on  the 
lowest  ground,  and  was  a  line  already  cleared  of  trees  and  underbrush.  Although 
this  is  not  a  straight  line,  it  is  near  enough  so  for  our  present  purpose.  The  distance 
between  the  lakes  by  this  route  ^ which  is  the  shortest)  is  681  yards. 

Lake  Washington  was  7  feet  higher  than  Lake  Union  at  the  time  the  leveling  was 
done.    The  highest  point  of  ground  between  the  two  is  34  feet  above  Lake  Union. 

We  were  informed  by  intelligent  and  reliable  persons  living  in  this  vicinity  that 
the  water  of  Lake  Washington,  during  a  dry  season,  was  about  li  feet  A>elow  what 
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we  foaod  it,  and  daring  a  wet  season  about  4  feet  above,  giving  it  a  range  of  abont 
5ifeet. 

In  Lake  Union  the  water  falls  1  foot  and  rises  2  nnder  similar  circnmstances-,  ac* 
cording  to  information  received  from  the  same  sources.  This  would  give  it  a  range 
of  3  feet 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  soundings  in  Lake  Washington  that  at  Union  Bay  the 
water  is  comparatively  shallow,  varying  from  2  to  3  lathoms.  Here  considerable 
dredging  would  be  required  to  obtain  the  requisite  depth  for  a  ship-canal.  The  bot- 
tom IS  of  very  soft  mud,  which  seems  to  be  of  considerable  depth.  On  the  western 
end  of  this  line,  at  Lake  Union,  the  same  features  are  observable. 

The  ground  between  the  two  lakes  seems  to  be  composed  of  coarse  gravel  and  sand. 
No  rock  excavation,  I  think,  need  be  anticipated. 

If  these  lakes  were  connected  by  a  canal  and  the  level  of  Lake  Washington  brought 
to  that  of  Lake  Union  much  valuable  land  would  be  reclaimed  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, especially  along  the  borders  of  the  Samamish  River  and  Lake.  At  the  south- 
em  end  of  Lake  Union  are  the  eastern  termini  of  the  two  lines  run  from  this  lake  to 
Dwamish  Bay— one  in  a  westerly  direction  via  Mercer's  farm,  the  other  southerly 
via  Seattle  Coal  Company's  tramway.  By  the  first  of  these  routes,  along  the  line  on 
which  the  section  is  taken,  the  distance  is  1,722  yards.     By  the  second  it  is  2,099  yards. 

The  highest  point  of  land  passed  over  is  1 19.5  feet  above  high  water  of  the  bay. 
Along  the  second  it  is  116.5  ieet. 

The  height  of  Lake  Union  above  the  high  water  of  the  bav  is  11.5  feet.  This  high 
water,  or  zero,  to  which  the  levels  are  referred,  is  the  p.  m.  high  water  of  August  15, 
1971. 

On  account  of  our  short  stay  in  this  locality  we  were  unable  to  make  any  tidal  ob- 
servations from  which  to  establish  the  plane  of  mean  high  or  mean  low  water,  nor 
could  we  find  any  bench-mark  in  the  neighborhood  that  was  referred  to  such  a  plane. 

Taking  the  zero,  0,  then  as  we  have  supposed,  we  have  at  the  time  the  levels  were 
made,  high  water  in  the  bay=0 : 

Feet 

Water  of  Lake  Union 11.5 

Water  of  Lake  Washington 18.5 

Difference 7 

Introducing  the  information  previously  referred  to  relative  to  the  rise  and  fall  oi 
the  water  in  the  lakes,  we  have,  high  water  in  the  bay  =  0  : 

Extreme  low  water  of  Lake  Union ,..     10.  • 

Extreme  low  water  of  Lake  Washington 17 

Difference 6.  5 

Extreme  high  water  of  Lake  Union 13.5 

Extreme  high  water  of  Lake  Washington 22,5 

Difference 9.0 

Mean  level  of  Lake  Union 12 

Mean  level  of  Lake  Washington 19.  75 

Difference 7.  75 

Besides  the  two  routes  surveyed  from  Lake  Union  to  the  bay  there  is  one  by  way  of 
the  outlet  of  this  lake,  which  seems  to  be  practicable,  although  not  so  much  so  as 
either  of  the  other  two. 

We  received  no  instructions  to  survey  this  route,  and  consequently  it  was  left  until 
such  a  time  as  the  proper  authorities  may  deem  it  advisable  to  have  a  complete  and 
accurate  survey  made  of  all  this  section  of  country  with  a  view  to  making  accurate 
estimates  of  cost,  and  locating  definitely  the  route  of  a  canal. 

Accompanying  this  report  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit'  1  sheet,  being  a  tracing, 
showing  the  plans  and  sections  of  the  routes  surveyed,  and  also  of  a  map  of  Lake  Wash- 
ington and  vicinity,  made  in  the  United  States  surveyor-general's  office. 

The  soundings  made  in  the  lakes  are  plotted  on  this  tracing  in  red  ink  and  expressed 
in  fathoms. 

Respectfullv  submitted, 

TH08.  H.  HANDBURY, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers, 
Lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  Alexander, 

President  Board  of  Engineers  for  ike  Pactfic  Coast 

San  lYanoisco,  Cah 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  1,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  991.] 

The  Committee  on  Clmms.  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {S.  991)  for  the 
relief  of  J,  Henry  Rives^  have  considered  the  same,  and  report  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Rives  was  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  fifth  district  of 
Virginia,  and  John  C.  Henry  his  deputy.  Februarys,  1874,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  his  deputy  was  an  embezzler  to  the  extent  of  $36,241,  and 
that  he  had  fled.  Thereupon  Mr.  Rives  took  prompt  and  efficient  meas- 
nres  for  his  arrest  and  the  recovery  of  the  funds.  The  deputy  was  ar- 
rested, tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  four  years  in  the  Albany 
penitentiary ;  and  there  was  recovered  from  him  in  money  and  by  sale 
of  property  over  $31,000,  leaving  a  balance  of  deficit  of  about  $5,234, 
which  was  ultimately  paid  by  his  sureties.  It  is  evident  that  this  re- 
«ult  was  very  largely  due  to  the  promptness,  energy,  and  fidelity  of  Mr. 
Rives. 

The  exx)ense8  attendant  upon  the  arrest  and  prosecution  of  the  de- 
feulting  deputy  were  $885.57,  which  was  paid  by  Mr.  Rives  from  his 
own  funds.  No  appropriation,  it  seems,  whs  available  to  reimburse  him. 
The  claimant  asks  to  be  reimbursed  the  amount  expended  by  him. 

Under  date  of  February  17, 1880,  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Rev- 
enue said,  relative  to  this  claim,  in  a  letter  to  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means  of  the  House : 

Mr.  Rivee  is  entitled  to  commendation  for  the  promptness  and  energy  displayed  in 
the  arrest  and  prosecntion  of  this  defaulting  officer,  and  the  recovery  of  the  money, 
which  was  all  deposited  within  a  reasonable  time.  •  •  •  Under  the  circumstances 
I  think  this  claim  is  entitled  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

Under  date  of  February  1, 1884,  the  Commissioner,  answering  a  letter 
of  inquiry  firom  this  committee,  said : 

In  reply  to  the  qnestions  asked  hj  the  committee,  I  would  state :  First,  that  it  does 
not  appear  from  the  records  of  this  office  that  the  embezzlement  of  Deputy  Henry 
occurred  through  any  carelessness  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  Collector  Kives ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  reported  that  his  deputy  conducted  his  fraudulent  transactions 
80  akillfaUy  aa  to  deceive  the  collector  and  evade  the  checks  which  had  been  estab- 
liihed  by  the  coUector  to  prevent  such  frauds. 

It  further  appears  from  the  Commissioner's  letter  that  it  was  Rives's 
duty,  under  the  practice  of  the  service,  to  caqse  to  be  arrested  and 
pToeecuted  the  defaulting  deputy,  such  duty  not  forming  a  part  of  the 
duties  of  the  special  agents  of  the  Department. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  Collector 
Bives: 

Bills  for  telegrams  sent  to  insure  the  capture  of  J.  C.  Henry |93  90 

Paid  J.  P.  Parrant  $50,  and  8.  H.  Carrick  $50,  for  arresting  Henry 100  00 

Expenses  of  special  deputy  marshal  sent  in  pursuit 100  00 

Paid  different  attorneys  in  civil  suits  to  recover  amount  embezzled 581  67 

885  57 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  Collector  Bives  should  be  reim- 
bursed for  the  amount  expended  by  him  in  the  captnre  and  conviction 
of  Henry,  as  it  was,  as  appears  from  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Bevenue,  his  duty  to  cause  Henry's  arrest.  The  amounts  paid 
to  attorneys  in  the  civil  suits,  however,  should  not  be  allowed,  because 
such  suits  were  brought  by  the  collector  to  protect  himself,  as  he  was 
responsible  for  the  amount  of  the  embezzlement. 

The  committee  therefore  report  back  the  bill  with  the  following 
amendments:  Strike  out  the  words  ** eight  hundred  and  eighty-five 
dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents,''  in  lines  6  and  6,  and  insert  in  place  thereof 
the  words  "  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and  ninety  cents;" 
in  line  8,  strike  out  the  words  "prosecution  and  conviction;"  in  lines  9 
and  10,  strike  out  the  words  "and  the  recovery  of  the  money  embezzled;" 
and  recommend  that  the  bill  do  pass  as  amended. 
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Mat  S,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Garland,  from  the  Committee  on  Territories,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  aooompftny  bill  H.  R.  4713.] 

Tke  dmmittee  im  Territories j  having  had  under  oonHderatian  the  bUl  {E.  £. 
4713)  entitled  ^^An  act  requiring  the  governors  of  certain  Territories  to 
be  residents  of  said  Territories  at  least  two  years  preceding  appointment^^ 
beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

The  bill  seeks  to  limit  the  President  in  his  selection  of  governors  of 
the  Territories  of  Arizona,  Dakota,  Idaho,  Montana,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 
Washington,  and  Wyoming  to  persons  who  have  resided  in  those  Ter- 
ritories respectively  at  least  two  years  next  preceding  the  date  of  ap- 
poiiitanent.  The  law  now  controlling  this  matter  is  to  be  found  in  Be- 
Yued  Statutes,  section  1877,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  goTemor,  seoreta^,  chief  Justice,  and  associate  Jostices,  attorney,  and  mar- 
thai  of  erery  Territory  snaU  be  nominated,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
•f  the  Senate,  appointed  by  the  President. 

This  has  been  the  law  for  nearly  thirty-five  years^  and  the  committee 
sre  not  advised  of  any  such  troubles  or  difficulties  in  its  operation  that 
woald  require  a  change,  nor  have  any  reasons  been  given  why  this  gen- 
eral law  as  to  all  Territories  should  give  way  to  one  relating  alone  to 
the  T^ritories  named  in  this  bill.  Experience  has  shown  that  in  many 
instances,  owing  to  party  complications  and  unhealthy  alliances  in  the 
Territories,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  select  impartial  and  unprejudiced 
persons  competent  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  gov- 
emof  from  residents  of  the  Territories.  It  often  happens  that  schemes 
exist  in  the  Territories,  or  a  certain  policy  prevails  that  Oongress  is 
anxious  to  suppress  and  put  an  end  to,  with  which  every  resident  other- 
wise fit  to  be  governor  is  not  only  identified,  but  is  exerting  himself  to 
maintain  and  enforce,  and  to  limit  the  selection  to  residents  as  required 
by  this  bill  would  in  such  cases  amount  to  encouraging  strife  and  dis- 
cord, and  often  in  breaking  the  peace  and  violating  the  law  an  executive 
is  supposed  to  desire  to  keep  and  preserve  and  execute.  The  general 
law  has  wisely  left  the  President  free  to  select  these  officers  from  any 
part  of  the  country  he  may  choose. 

If  this  restriction  as  to  the  governors  is  valuable,  why  not  apply  it 
to  all  the  Territorial  officers  named  in  section  1877,  Revised  Statutes  t 
The  Territories  being  the  common  property  of  the  United  States  re- 
specting which  Congress,  representing  the  States,  has  power  to  make 
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all  needftil  roles  and  regolationSy  the  committee  can  see  no  good  reason 
why  these  Territorial  ofScers  may  not  be  selected  from  the  States  hav- 
ing an  interest  in  these  Territories. 

And  it  is  extremely  donbtfiil  whether  any  law  coold  limit  the  Presi- 
dent in  this  respect.  It  woold  seem  the  power  of  appointment  given  by 
the  Gonstitntion  (Art.  2,  sec.  2,  d.  2)  is  broad  and  without  limit,  and 
the  act  referred  to  (sec.  1877,  Bev.  Stat.)  bnt  enforces  that  power  as  to 
the  Territories.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  a  law  coold  as  well  re- 
strict the  President  in  this  matter  to  residents  in  any  one  State,  or  to 
persons  of  a  certain  height  or  weight  or  of  a  peculiar  complexion. 
Soch  a  law  woold  be  manifestly  impolitic  if  not  liable  to  constitutional 
objection. 

They  therefore  report  adversely  on  the  bill,  and  recommend  its  in- 
definite postponement. 
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IN  THE   SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  2, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Vi.Vtjllo^j  from  the  Gommittee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  bill  S.  1184.] 

TU  Oommittee  an  Penswnsj  to  whom  tro^  referred  the  InU  {8. 1184) /or 
(ke  relief  of  WiUiam  P.  Beid^  have  had  the  same  under  considerationj 
and  report  iu  follows  : 

William  P.  Beid  served  in  the  Mexican  war  and  was  pensioned  from 
SoYember  29, 1847,  at  the  rate  of  %S  per  month,  on  account  of  a  gun- 
shot wound  of  the  left  hand,  which  necessitated  the  amputation  of  the 
m\m  second  and  third  fingers  and  rendered  the  index  finger  useless, 
it  being  drawii  over  his  palm  so  that  he  could  not  hold  anything  in  his 
left  hand  in  the  performance  of  manual  labor.    During  the  late  war  he 
aerred  about  a  year  as  a  clerk  in  an  Ohio  regiment,  but  was  discharged 
ka  other  disabiUties.    His  pension  was  discontinued  during  this  service, 
hot  iras  restored.    The  surgeon  who  examined  him  at  that  time,  how- 
drer,  rated  his  disability  at  but  two-thirds  instead  of  total,  and  in  con- 
sequence he  was  allowed  but  $5^  per  month  from  February  14, 1863, 
nntil  September  4, 1873,  when  he  succeeded  in  again  securing  $8  per 
mouth  on  a  certificate  of  total  disability.    His  allowance  was  increased 
to  $12  per  month  from  October  31, 1883,  on  February  1  last,  but  his  ap- 
plieation  for  arrears  was  denied. 

In  the  papers  transmitted  from  the  Pension  OfSce  the  reports  of  all 
the  medioftl  examinations  made  through  a  series  of  years,  except  of  the 
one  which  is  the  basis  of  this  claim,  show  that  Beid's  disability  was 
rated  as  totaL  The  nature  of  the  disability  is  such  that  it  probably  has 
not  varied  to  any  extent  since  it  was  incuned.  Beid  claims  that  his 
pensaon  was  reduced  through  a  mistake  or  misconception  of  the  exam- 
imng  surgeon  in  1863,  and  the  bill  proposes  to  pay  him  $337.77,  the 
amoant  of  which  he  was  deprived  by  reason  of  this  erroneous  rating. 

If  the  other  surgeons  rated  Beid  correctly,  and  it  is  &ir  to  presume 
Uiat  they  did,  the  one  in  question  certainly  did  him  great  injustice;  and 
believing  this  to  be  the  case,  the  committee  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  bill  do  pass. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  2, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  HA3fPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  6.  589.] 

The  Committee  on  Military  AfEairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
589)  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  a  joint  resolution  entitled  ^^  Joint 
resdation  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  Tourth  Arkansas  Monnted 
Infantry  Yolnnteers,"  approved  March  18,  1870,  have  considered  the 
same,  and  they  report  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  adversely,  recommend- 
ing its  indefinite  postponement,  for  the  following  reasons : 

This  matter  was  referred  to  the  War  Department,  by  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  18th  January,  1883,  ana  the  Secretary  of 
War,  under  date  of  February  3,  following,  transmitted  a  reply  em- 
biacing  all  the  facts  in  this  case,  and  giving  satisfactory  reasons  why 
the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  18, 1870,  could 
not  be  carried  out  This  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  ttie  papers  accompanying  it,  are  to  be  found  in  Ex.  Doc.  No.  59, 
Forty-seventh  Congress,  second  session.  By  reference  to  this  docu- 
ment, it  will  be  found  tibattiie  Adjntant-Gheneral  says,  in  a  report  dated 
AngnstlT,  1882: 

Immediately  after  the  paasage  of  the  loint  resolution  referred  to  Tarions  rolls  of  this 
fi>rce  were  presented  by  claim  agents  and  others,  which,  upon  investigation,  were  found 
to  be  so  contradictory  as  to  clearly  indicate  an  attempt  to  defraud  the  Government ; 
sad  rabseqaently  every  effort  was  made  by  this  office  to  secure  proper  rolls  of  the 
force  through  Hon.  £.  Baxter,  late  actins  colonel,  Hon.  Logan  Roots,  M.  C,  and  the 
State  autiioritiee,  who  were  fully  advised  as  to  the  data  deemed  necessary  to  establish 
the  service  of  the  members.  To  thia  date  the  data  required  has  not  been  ftimishedy 
sod  if  it  were  so  difficult  a  matter  in  1870-^1  to  furnish  satisfactory  roUs,  how  much 
iiMse  difficult  it  win  be  after  a  lapse  of  twelve  years,  when  some  of  the  claimants 
snd  witnesses  are  deceased,  and  the  memories  of  those  livtuff  have  become  impaired. 
A  eompUance  with  the  law,  for  the  reasons  stated,  is,  at  this  date,  believed  to  be 
ifflpracdcable. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully ,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DRUM, 
A^utanUOmeral, 

The  Secretary  of  War  concurs  in  this  view  of  the  A^utant-Gheneral, 
and  your  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  fhrther 
consideration  of  tiie  bill. 
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May  5, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  GuLLOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  547.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  547) 
granting  a  pension  to  John  C.  F.  Beyland,  after  dnly  considering  the 
same,  report  it  back  and  recommend  favorable  consideration,  and  in 
sapport  of  their  report  submit  the  following  statement : 

It  appears  by  the  papers  in  this  case  that  John  C.  F.  Beyland  was 
employed  as  chief  clerk  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Clarks- 
burg, W.  Va.,  November  1, 1861,  salary  $100  per  month.  December  8, 
1861,  he  was  wounded  in  the  hip  joint  by  gunshot  wound  while  riding 
to  post  headquarters  of  the  department  at  Clarksburg,  W.  Ya.  He  was 
in  mihtary  hospital  and  under  care  of  United  States  surgeons  until  dis- 
cbargedfrom  service,  July,  1862,  a  cripple;  his  limb  shortened  at  least 
2  iiM^es.  The  records  of  the  Department  again  report  John  C.  F.  Bey- 
land as  civilian  clerk  in  Quartermaster's  Department  from  September 
11, 1862,  to  December  30, 1864,  at  salary  of  $100  per  month,  and  from 
January  1, 1865,  to  March  30, 1865,  at  $125  per  month,  when  he  waa 
finally  discharged. 

The  claimant,  in  his  original  application  for  pensi^  states  that  he 
was  sworn  into  service  by  a  general  order  of  Generjd  w.  S.  Bosecrans, 
whidi  directed  all  the  employes  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to 
be  "sworn  in."  The  War  Department  records  of  General  Bosecrans's 
oonunand  do  not  show  that  he  issued  an  order  directing  civil  employes 
in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  be  "  sworn  in."  December  14, 
1881,  General  W.  S.  Bosecrans,  replying  to  letter  from  Mr.  Beyland,  says 
*^h6  was  unable  to  recall  his  directions  about  quartermasters'  men  em- 
ployed in  the  service  in  West  Virginia."  He  is  under  the  impression 
Ruch  an  order  was  made  to  secure  "continuance  and  loyalty."  If  this 
order  was  made,  and  had  been  so  recorded,  the  nature  of  the  disability 
would  have  entitled  this  claimant  to  have  had  his  name  placed  upon 
the  pension-roll.  In  view  of  all  the  facts  we  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  bill  with  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  pension-roll,"  in  line  four,  and  insert  as 
follows :  "  subject  to  the  provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws, 
the  name  of  John  C.  F.  Beyland,  of  New  York,  wounded  at  the  post  of 
Clarksburg,  West  Virginia." 
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Mat  5, 1884.— Oidered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Cttixom,  fh>m  the  Committee  on  PensionSy  sabmitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  aocompany  biU  B.  1259.] 

The  Oommittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  1269) 
granting  arrears  of  pension  to  W.  N.  Berkley,  late  a  lieutenant  in  Oom- 
pany  K,  For^-eightii  Illinois  Yolonteers,  respectfolly  report  that  the 
claimant  has  decided  to  prosecute  his  application  for  increase  in  the 
Pension  Office,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed* 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  5, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  CuLLOM,  firom  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4707  and  S.  1657.] 

The  Committee  oti  PensUms^  to  whom  were  re/erred  the  bills  (E.  R.  4707 
and  8. 1657)  granting  a  pension  to  Louisa  F.  de  Kilpatrickj  widow  of 
Maj.  Oen.  Judson  KilpatricJcj  have  had  the  same  under  considerationy 
and  report  as  follows: 

The  petitioner,  Loaisa  Y.  de  Kilpatrick,  widow  of  Judson  Eilpatriek, 
late  captain  of  Company  H,  Fifth*  New  York  Volunteers,  and  brigftdier- 
geDerai  United  States  volunteers,  and  more  recentiy  minister  to  Chili, 
appeals  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  a  pension  for  the 
death  of  her  husband,  which,  it  is  alleged,  was  produced  by  wounds  re- 
oeired  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the*  late  war. 

That  General  Kilpatrick  did  receive  severe  wounds  in  said  service  is 
abandantly  set  forth  and  proven  by  Ai^Qutant  Q.  Owen  Moore,  who  was 
preeent  at  the  battle  of  Big  Bethel,  Ya.,  and  saw  General  Kilpatrick  at 
the  time  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  thigh,  and  present  when  the  wound 
▼as dressed;  and  also  by  Capt.  K.  M.  A.  Hawk,  of  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  Yolanteers,  and  Surgeon  Clinton  Helm,  who  were  present  at  the 
battle  of  Besaca,  Ga.,  when  Cteneral  Kilpatrick  received  a  gun-shot 
▼oond  through  upper  part  of  left  thigh,  and  saw  him  carried  from  the 
ileld,  pale  and  bleeding.  The  papers  in  the  Pension  Office  show  that 
the  soldier  was  mustered  in  as  captain  May  9, 1861,  and  appointed 
brigadier-general  June  18, 1863,  and  was  discharged  January  1, 1866 : 
and  that  he  was  pensioned  for  gun-shot  wounds  of  both  thighs,  receivea 
in  1861  and  1864.  He  died  December  2, 1881,  of  Bright's  disease  of  the 
kidneys.  The  widow  filed  her  claim  for  pension  August  8, 1882,  alleg- 
ing that  the  death  of  her  husband  was  caused  by  the  wounds  for  which 
he  was  pensioned.  The  marriage  certificate  and  the  certificates  of  bap- 
tism of  the  two  children  are  duly  proven  by  certified  copies  of  the  public 
records  of  Santiago,  Chili,  where  General  Kilpatrick  died. 

The  claim  was  rejected  because  the  widow  did  not  show  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Pension  Office  that  the  fatal  disease  resulted  from  the 
wounds  received  by  the  soldier  in  the  service.  To  rebut  this  position 
we  have  the  evidence  of  Saldias,  Herman  Schneider,  Felix  G^rbout,  and 
Paelmatapper,  physicians  at  Santiago,  properly  certified  through  the 
Department  of  State.    Saldias  testifies  as  follows : 

An  examination  held  by  several  doctors  of  the  faculty  showed  that  the  general  was 
■nffering  from  an  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  which  disease  was  the  resalt  of  the 
bwdships  experienced  dnring  the  late  war,  and  also  of  wounds  received  ia  th€^eara> 
<rf  1860  and  1861,  finally  resulting  in  his  death.  digitized  byT^-0(3glC 
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Dr.  Schneider  certifies : 

That  the  general  complained  at  hU  arrival  here,  in  Jaly,  1861,  of  having  pains  in 
the  lumbar  region,  which  soon  became  violent  and  were  accompanied  by  hi^h  fever 
and  entire  sleeplessness.  An  examination  showed  that  the  oanse  of  his  snffennjBf  was 
an  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  resulting  from  wounds  received  in  the  right  thigh  in 
the  late  war,  during  the  years  1660  and  1861.  He  died  after  extreme  suffering  on  the 
2d  day  of  December,  1881.  General  Kilpatrick  died  on  account  of  kidney  disease,  the 
latter  being  the  result  of  wounds  received  in  the  war. 

As  the  widow  failed  to  present  any  evidence  of  the  existence  of  kidney 
disease  prior  to  the  period  covered  by  these  certificates,  the  Pension 
Office  officials  were  not  disposed  to  give  the  latter  much  weight.  On 
this  point,  with  that  care  which  is  deserving  of  commendation,  they 
say: 

That  portion  of  the  certificates  executed  in  Santiago  which  sets  forth  the  hard- 
ships  and  exposure  of  the  service  of  the  deceased  as  contributing  causes  of  the  fatal 
disease  cannot  be  regarded  as  of  much  weight.  This  naked  statement  was  made  by 
physicians  more  than  fifteen  years  after  the  close  of  tho  war. 

Therefore,  for  the  lack  of  other  evidence,  and  with  a  proper  desire  to 
protect  the  Government  against  erroneous  opinions  on  the  part  of  at- 
tending  physicians,  the  Pension  Office  rejected  the  widow's  claim,  but 
recommended  it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  pursuant  to  the  joint 
resolution  of  May  29, 1830,  ^*  inasmuch  as  it  appears  that  her  claim  is  a 
meritorious  and  deserving  one,  which  cannot  be  admitted  under  the 
general  law,"  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  ^'  relief  should  be  granted 
by  special  act  of  Congress." 

General  W.  T.  Sherman,  in  a  letter  to  the  committee,  bears  testimony 
to  the  fact  that  General  Kilpatrick  served  under  him — 

with  a  courage,  dash,  and  enthusiasm  which  commanded  my  frequent  applause  ;  that 
he  was  badly  wounded  almost  in  my  presence  at  Resaca,  yet  in  a  few  days  was  again 
in  the  saddle  more  enthusiastic  if  nossible  than  before ;  that  he  rendered  most  valu* 
able  service  about  Atlanta*,  and  finally  commanded  aU  my  cavalry  to  Savannah, 
Goldsborough,  and  the  end  of  the  war. 

General  Sherman  strongly  ui^es  the  passage  of  the  bill,  saying  that 
"charity  to  this  lady  and  her  children  will  be  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  a  gallant,  patriotic  soldier." 

Senator  Sewell,  who  is  familiar  with  all  the  circumstances,  certifies 
that  Mrs.  Kilpatrick  is  absolutely  without  means  of  support  for  herself 
and  her  children  except  the  charity  of  some  friends. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  H.  B.  4707,  with 
the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "her,"  in  the  sixth  line,  and  insert  as 
follows :  "A  pension  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars  per  month." 
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May  6, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


3Ir.  McPhebson,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accumpauy  bill  S.  562.] 

The  Committee  on  Finance^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {8.  562)  for  the 
relief  of  Orville  HorwitZj  trustee  for  G.  A  J)e  Ford  &  Co.j  having  con- 
i\dere4  tht  saniej  submit  the  following  report: 

When  Ihe  act  of  July  20,  1808,  was  patjsetl,  George  T.  De  Ford  and 
William  Y.  De  Ford  were  tobacco  merchants  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
M.,  trdding  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  D.  De  Ford  &  Co.,  and  had  on 
band  at  that  time  a  large  stock  of  manufactured  tobacco  and  cigars, 
upon  which  all  taxes  impose<l  under  the  laws  as  they  then  existed  had 
been  fully  paid. 

But  the  ninety-fourth  section  of  that  act  required  that  all  tobacco  and 
cigaw  manufaetured  prior  to  the  i)a8sage  of  the  act,  and  remaining  un- 
^Id  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1809,  should  have  tax-paid  stamps  aiiixed 
to  the  packages  before  being  sold,  or  offered  for  sale,  even  though  a  tax 
had  been  paid  on  the  same  under  the  i>ro visions  of  former  laws. 

On  the  Ist  day  of  April,  1809,  the  said  firm  had  on  hand  a  large  lot 
of  cigars  unsold,  but  upon  which  all  taxes  required  by  laws  prior  to  the 
act  or  July  20,  1868,  had  been  fully  paid,  and  shortly  after  that  date  the 
said  firm  of  C.  D.  De  Ford  &  Co.,  in  order  to  put  a  i)ortion  of  these 
ci;rars  on  the  market,  under  protest,  purchased  tax- paid  stamps  of  the 
collector  ot  internal  revenue  at  Baltimore,  amounting  to  $1,347.25. 

Soon  thereafter  said  firm  conveyed  its  property  and  assets  to  the 
claimant, Orv'ille  Horwitz,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  its  creditors.  When 
the  said  trustee  took  possession  of  the  stock  he  found  a  large  lot  of 
cigHns  on  hand  upon  which  it  is  alleged  that  all  taxes  had  been  paid 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  20,  1808;  but  in  order  to  put 
them  upon  the  market  he  was  comi)elled  to  purchase  from  the  collector 
tax-paid  stamps  to  the  amount  of  $3,300.50. 

The  committee  referred  a  similar  bill  (S.  1613)  during  the  last  Con- 
greBs  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trciisury  with  the  request  that  he  give  the 
committee  such  information  on  the  subject  as  the  records  of  the  De- 
partment could  furnish,  with  such  suggestions  as  he  might  see  fit  to 
make. 

In  answer  the  Secretary  forwarded  to  the  committee  the  following 
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statemeDts  from  the  Gommissioner  of  Internal  Bevenae  and  the  col- 
lector at  Baltimore: 

Treasury  Dsparthent,  April  8, 1882. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yonr  letter  of  the  2lBt  ultimo,  iDclosing  bill  (S.  1513)  for  the  relief 

of  O.  Horwltz,  &c.f  and  aekinff  for  informatioD  and  sngeeetions  in  regard  to  the  same, 

I  have  the  honor  to  incloee  herewith  the  letter  of  the  Comniissioner  of  Internal 

Bevenue  of  the  6th  instant,  and  acoompanying  papers,  giving  a  history  of  the  claim. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  J.  FOLGER,- 

Secretary, 
Hon.  ISHAM  G.  Harris, 

Of  the  Committee  on  Finance^  United  Statee  Senate, 


Trbasury  Departmrnt, 
Office  of  Internal  Revenue, 

Wa$kingtonf  April  6,  18H2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  Senate  bill  1513,  •*  for  the  relief  of  Orville 
Horwitz,  trustee  for  C.  D.  De  Ford  ^  Co.,"  and  the  letter  of  Hon.  Isham  G.  Harris,  of 
Subcommittee  on  Finance,  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  to  you,  which  you  referred  to  this  office 
on  the  23d  ultimo  for  my  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  such  information 
as  the  files  of  this  office  furnish. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  **  directed  to  pay  to  Orville 
Horwitz,  assiguee  in  trust  of  William  Y.  De  Ford  and  George  T.  De  Ford,  copartners 
trading  as  C.  D.  De  Ford  and  Company,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  or  so  much  thereof  as  the  said  trustee  shall  prove 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  that  he  or  the  said  firm 
have  expended  in  the  purchase  of  revenue  stamps  used  by  him  or  them  to  stamp  pack- 
ages containing  cigars  upon  which  a  tax  had  been  previously  paid  under  the  revenue 
laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  manufacture  and  sale,  but  which  were  made  liable  to  be 
stamped  under  the  act  of  July  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight." 

The  tax  on  all  cigars  was  required  by  that  act  to  be  paid  by  stamps.  All  cigar» 
manufactured  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  remaining  unsold  on  the  Ist  day  of 
April,  1869,  were  required  to  have  the  tax-paid  stamps  affixed  before  being  sold  or 
offered  for  sale,  although  a  tax  may  have  been  already  paid  on  the  same,  under  the 
provisions  of  former  laws.    (Sec.  94, 15  Stat.,  164.) 

Messrs.  C.  D.  De  Ford  <&  Co.  were  dealers  in  tobacco  and  cigars  in  Baltimore,  and 
had  on  hand  a  large  stock  of  cigars,  upon  which  they  allege  the  tax  had  been  pai4 
nnder  the  provisions  of  law  existing  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  SO,  1868. 

A  large  portion  of  their  old  and  unstamped  stock  remained  on  hand  April  1,  1869, 
and  under  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  they  were  obliged  to  purchase  stamps,  and 
affix  the  same  to  the  boxes  containing  said  cigars. 

The  case  appears  similar  to  that  of  Messrs.  Hibben  &  Co.  and  R.  Loewenthal,  of 
Chicago,  for  whose  relief  acts  were  passed  in  1876,  and  also  to  that  of  James  E.  Mon- 
tell,  of  Baltimore,  respecting  which  I  addressed  yon  December  31,  IBdl. 

A  bUl  for  relief  has  recently  passed  Congress  in  the  similar  case  of  Roeenfeld  & 
Co. 

A  copy  of  a  report;  relative  to  the  case  of  C.  D.  De  Ford  &  Co.,  firom  E.  M.  Proud, 
esq.,  collector  of  third  district  Baltimore,  Md.,  dated  the  1st  instant,  is  inclosed. 

It  seems  just  and  equitable  to  give  these  parties  the  same  relief  that  has  been 
afforded  others  similarly  situated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

GREEN  B.  RAUM, 

ComnUstioner, 

Hon.  Charles  J.  Foloer, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury ^  Washington, 


Office  Collector  Internal  Revenue, 

;  Third  District  Maryland, 

Baltimoref  April  1,  1882. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  Wash- 
ington, with  the  following  information  : 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  30,  1868,  imposing  taxes  on  distilled 
spirits,  tobacco,  &c.,  Me^nrs.  C.  D.  De  Ford  &  Co.  were  dealers  in  tobacco  and  cigars 
in  this  city,  and  had  on  hand  a  large  stock  of  cigars,  upon  which  the  tax  had  been 
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paid  under  the  pioTiBiona  of  law  existing  prior  to  the  passage  of  that  act,  which  act 
ehsnges  the  mode  of  ooUecting  the  tax  on  cigars,  requiring  the  boxes  containing  them 
to  kare  slamps  affixed  thereto  denoting  the  tax-paid  cigars^  the  tax  on  which  had 
been  paid  nnder  the  provisions  of  former  acts,  were  allowed  to  be  sold  unstamped 
lutil  the  first  day  of  April,  1869,  after  which  date,  by  the  terms  of  section  94,  all 
cigsTB  of  every  description  were  to  be  taken  to  have  been  either  manufactured  or  im- 
ported after  the  passage  of  said  act,  and  should  be  stamped  accordingly.  Messrs.  De 
Ford  A  Co.  made  monthly  inventories  as  required  by  section  94,  and  on  April  1,  1869, 
still  had  on  hand  a  large  portion  of  their  old  unstamped  stock  which  they  had  been 
nnsble  to  dispose  of,  and  upon  which  they  were  afterwards  obliged  to  pay  the  tax  a 
second  time  by  purchasing  stamps  to  be  affixed  to  the  boxes  UDuer  the  provisions  of 
the  new  law. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Smith,  my  immediate  predecessor,  was  collector  of  this  district  at  that 
tune,  and  when  making  such  purchases  of  stamps  from  him  Messrs.  DeFord  &  Co.  wero 
in  the  habit  of  making  formal  protests  against  the  second  payment  required.  A  copy 
of  one  of  those  protests  now  on  the  files  ot  this  office,  and  a  copy  of  one  of  the  monthly 
inTentories  of  Messrs.  De  Ford  &  Co.  are  transmitted  herewith,  marked  respectively 
AandB. 

The  members  of  the  firm  of  C.  D.  De  Ford  &  Co.  stand  high  in  this  community  as 
men  of  integrity  and  of  strict  honesty  in  their  business  dealings. 

E.  M.  PROUD,  ColUctar. 
A. 

[Chailes  D.  De  Ford  &  Co.,  mannflMstiirere  of  leaf  tobaooo  and  cigars.] 

No.  37,  South  Gay  Street, 
Baltimaref  December  30,  1869. 
Dbak  Sir:  We  hereby  protest  against  the  payment  of  $50  this  day  paid  to  you  for 
stamps  to  be  applied  to  packages  containing  cigars  which  have  already  paid  the  tax 
required  by  the  laws  of  Congress  imposing  the  same,  believing  as  we  do  that  the  ex- 
action of  a  second  tax  upon  the  same  cigars  is  unconstitutional  and  in  violation  of 
erery  principle  of  right  and  Justice. 
We  remain,  very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  D.  DE  FORD  &  CO. 
RoBT.  M.  Smith,  Esq., 

Collector  Internal  Bevenuej  Distriot  Marylandf  Baltimore, 

B. 
[United  States  Internal  Bevenne.) 

Tobacco,  Snuff,  or  Cigar  Dealers'  Inventory. 

Iwttntorff  of  matmfaetured  todoooo,  enuff,  or  cigars  of  all  kinde  held  or  owned  by  Chae,  D. 
Ik  Ford  4r  Co,,  at  37  8,  Gay  street,  in  Baltimore,  in  the  third  collection  district  of  Mary- 
land,  on  the  Ut  day  of  December,  1868. 


Deacriptioii. 


ClMwiBg tobacco,  flnecot,  plug,  ortwiat 

Soiokiiig  tobaoco  with  portion  of  stems  remoTed 

Ciptft thoDsands. 


Pounds. 


8,088 
2,065 


1,149.475 


CHAS.  D.  DE  FORD  &  CO. 

I,  George  T.  De  Ford,  do  swear  that  the  above  is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
l>elief,  a  complete  and  correct  account  of  all  the  tobacco,  snnff,  snuif  liour,  and  cigars 
held  or  owned  by  Chas.  D.  De  Ford  &,  Co.  on  the  Ist  day  of  December,  1868,  and  that 
I  have  taken  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  make  this  account  complete  and  correct  in 
each  and  every  particular. 

GEO.  T.  DE  FORD. 
8wom  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1868. 

J.  E.  LAJSIB,  A.  A.,  Second  Division. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  examined  the  several  items  herein  stated,  and  found  them 
eonect. 

J.  E.LAMB,  ^.  J. 
Deckicbkr  1, 1668. 

In  view  of  the  facts  stated  by  the  Commissioner  and  collector,  the 
committee  recommend  that  the  bill  pass. 
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Ut  Session.       f  \  No.  503. 


IN^THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  6, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Camden,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  8.  993.] 

Tke  Committee  on  PensianSj  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {8.  993)  for  the- 
relief  of  Maria  O,  Dunbar ^  having  carefully  examined  the  same  and  the 
papers  therewith  submitted j  report: 

The  claimant  is  the  widow  of  Moses  C.  Danbar,  late  mosician  of  the- 
Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Yolnnteers,  who  died  Pebmary  20, 1874^ 
and  was  pensioned  at  the  rate  of  $8  per  month  from  the  date  of  her 
hnsband's  death.  The  claimant  makes  application  for  arrears  of  pen- 
non, under  the  act  granting  arrears  of  pension,  approved  January  26». 
1879. 

The  claim  was  rejected  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  soldier  filed  no  application  for  pension,  and  therefore  the^ 
claimant  is  not  entitled  to  arrears  of  pension  covering  the  period  of  the 
soldier's  lifetime  from  the  date  of  his  discharge  to  the  date  of  his  death. 

Tour  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  application  was  properly 
imected,  and  see  no  reason  why  relief  should  be  granted  by  special  act 
of  GoDgiess,  and  therefore  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  or 
thebilL 
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48th  Congress,  \  SENATE.  i  Report 

1st  Session.       i  \  No.  504. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  6, 1884.~C>rdered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  aocompany  bill  S.  13T7.] 

The  Committee  on  PensionSj  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {S.  1377)  granting 
apetmon  to  Jeremiah  F.  Swatzelly  having  carefully  examined  the  same^ 
report  oi  follows: 

The  applicant  filed  bis  claim  Jane  30, 1880,  asking  a  pension,  alleging 
that  in  October,  1865,  just  after  discharge,  he  was  attacked  by  rhen- 
matism  and  disease  of  the  liver,  contract  while  in  the  service  of  the 
UDited  States.  A  careful  review  of  the  case  was  made,  and  the  Com- 
miftRioDer  of  Pensions  rejected  the  same  for  the  reason  that  the  dis- 
ability was  not  contracted  in  the  service.  An  appeal  was  taken,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner 
in  the  following  words : 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

WasMngtoH,  July  16, 1883. 

Sut:  Herewith  are  retamed  the  papers  which  accompaDied  joUr  report  of  the  11th 
of  May  last  opon  the  appeal  of  Jeremiah  P.  SwatzeU  from  the  dedisioa  of  your  office 
ngrcting  his  claim  for  peDsinn,  No.  37d,890. 

The  said  Jeremiah  P.  Swatzell  was  enrolled  on  the  9th  of  April,  1865,  and  served  as 
lint  sergeant  of  Company  I,  Seventeenth  Kentucky  Cavalry  Volunteers,  until  the  20th 
of  September,  1H65,  when  he  was  mnstered  out  with  his  company.  He  states  that  he 
was  held  in  barracks  until  the  4th  of  October,  1865,  when  he  was  paid. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  18^,  he  filed  a  declaration  for  pension,  in  which  he  alleged  that 
''sboiit  the  8th  or  9th  of  October,  1865,  he  was  attacked  with  rheumatism  and  dis- 
esse  of  the  liver,  contracted  in  the  service  of  the  United  State?  from  exposure." 

He  states  that  while  in  the  service  ho  was  not  in  any  hospital  and  was  not  under  med- 
ical treatment,  but  did  dutv  daily  until  disohargfd  at  Louisville,  Ky.  The  officers  of 
the  applicant's  company,  whoso  testimony  has  l>een  filed  in  thecase^  have  no  personal 
koowledee  of  this  attack,  and  so  far  as  appears  from  their  affidavits  are  not  al»le  to 
give  evidence  of  any  value  as  to  its  origin  or  cause.  The  applicant  testifies  that  the 
physicians  who  rendered  him  medical  treatment  during  several  years  after  discharge 
are  not  now  living.  The  testimony  of  Dr.  Woodriue  is  the  only  medical  evidence  on 
file  as  to  the  applicant's  condition  since  discharge.  Dr.  Woodring's  knowledge  of  the 
case  does  not  extend  back  of  the  fall  of  the  year  1870. 

The  testimony  of  the  applicant's  neighbors  on  file  in  this  case  is  not  sufficient  to 
prove  that  his  disability  originated  from  causes  of  disease  to  which  he  was  exposed 
10  the  performance  of  his  duty  in  the  military  service. 

The  rejection  of  the  claim  upon  the  evidence  on  file  is  affirmed. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  M.  TELLER, 

Secretary, 

The  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

The  case  is  here  upon  the  same  state  of  facts  upon  which  the  Com- 
missioner  and  Secret  ry  of  the  Interior  decided  ag^ainst  the  application. 
No  new  evidence  is  produced,  and  the  proof  on  file  fails  to  connect  the 
alleged  disease  with  the  claimant's  military  service. 

The  committee  recommeud  that  the  bill  be  not  passed  by  the  Senate. 
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48th  Congbbss,  \  SENATE,  /  Bepobt 

Ut  Session.       ]  \  No.  505. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  6,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Allison,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  submitted  the  followiilg 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  biU  8.  862.] 

The  Gammiitee  an  Finance^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (8.  862)  for 
the  relief  of  Uriel  Crockery  have  considered  the  samey  and  respectfully 
report: 

On  the  6th  of  July,  1866,  Uriel  Crocker  gave  notice  to  the  Treasury 
Department  of  the  loss  of  the  bonds  described  in  the  bill,  and  notified 
the  Treasurer  not  to  pay  the  coupons.  Similar  notifications  were  sent 
to  the  Treasurer  from  this  date  until  the  year  1880. 

Mr.  Crocker  is  unable  to  account  for  the  loss  of  the  bonds,  save  only 
that  they  were  put  in  a  box,  which  was  locked  and  kept  in  a  bank  vault, 
he  having  the  key  to  the  box,  and,  on  the  date  indicated,  after  an  ex- 
amination of  the  box  he  was  unable  to  find  them.  He  believes  that 
they  were  at  some  time  dropped,  and  with  waste  papers  swept  up  and 
burned. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  date  of  February  7, 
1884,  states  that  these  bonds  appear  as  outstanding  on  the  books  of  the 
Department,  and  that  none  of  the  coupons  have  been  presented  for  pay- 
ment since  July,  1860.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  bonds  have 
not  been  found  since  July  5, 1866,  or  during  a  period  of  eighteen  years, 
so  it  is  probable  that  they  are  not  now  in  existence.  Existing  law  does  not 
authorize  the  Treasurer  to  pay  these  bonds,  for  the  reason  that  there  is 
no  evidence  that  they  have  been  actually  destroyed. 

The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  lapse  of  eighteen  years  is  a 
suflBcient  time  to  create  strong  presumption  that  the  bonds  have  been 
destroyed,  especially  as  the  bonds  matured  in  1881,  and  had  been  pre- 
viously called  and  no  sign  or  trace  of  them  appears  in  any  way ;  and 
during  all  this  time  no  coupons  have  been  presented. 

Mr.  Crocker,  the  claimant,  is  a  man  of  undoubted  respectability  both 
a8  to  character  and  means,  and  has  persistently  made  his  claim  at  the 
Treasury  Department  for  many  years. 

The  bill  requires  a  bond  of  indemnity  to  be  filed  with  the  Treasurer 
in  double  the  amount  authorized  to  be  paid,  which  in  any  event  would 
protect  the  Government  in  case  the  bonds  should  be  hereafter  found, 
which  is  not  probable. 

The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
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Ut  Session.       f  \  No.  606. 


IK  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  6, 1884.~Oideied  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Gockrbij:^  fix>m  the  Ck)mmittee  on  Military  AfEairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  bill  S.  2075.] 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  to  tohom  teas  referred  ihe  bill  {8.  2076) 
granting  condemned  cannon  to  the  Wamen^s  Soldiert?  Monument  Asso- 
eiaiion  of  Zfansing,  Mieh.j  have  duly  considered  the  aame^  and  submit  the 
/Mowing  rq^ort: 

For  the  reasons  stated  in  Senate  Beport  No.  107,  Forty-seventh  Gon- 
grew,  second  session,  made  by  this  committee  to  the  Senate  on  Febm- 
aiy  24, 1883,  and  the  aooompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
yoor  oommittee  recommend  that  tms  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  as 
it  would  be  a  useless  waste  of  time  to  be  passing  bills  to  donate  wnat 
eannot  be  nsed  for  the  purpose  desired. 
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nsr  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  6, 1864.«OTdered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  CociTRRTiTi,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Military  AfEEdrs,  submitted  the 

foUowing 

REPORT: 

[To  ftocompany  bill  8.  9076.] 

The  Cfammittee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {8. 2076) 
to  donate  condemned  cast-iron  cannon  and  cannon  balls  to  Post  41,  Orand 
Arm^  of  the  JBepublie.  D^artment  of  Michigan^  for  monumental  pur- 
poseSj  have  dtUy  considered  the  samcj  and  submit  the  following  report: 

For  the  reasoiiB  stated  in  Senate  Beport  No.  107,  Forty-seventh  Con- 
gress, second  session,  made  by  this  committee  to  the  Senate  on  Febra- 
ary  24,  1883,  and  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
^onr  committee  recommend  that  this  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  as 
It  would  be  a  nseless  waste  of  time  to  be  passing  bills  donating  what 
cannot  be  used  for  the  porpose  desired. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  6, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  MiTGH£L.r.,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bUl  S.  1866.1 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  jto  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {8. 1866)  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  John  T.  Itudy^  have  considered  the  same^  and  rq^rt : 

The  claimant,  John  T.  Bady,  unlisted  in  the  United  States  Signal 
Corps  October  1, 1878,  and  served  until  discharged,  May  1, 1881.  He 
filed  an  application  for -a  pension  (No.  467120)  in  the  Pension  Office  al- 
leging that  while  on  duty  on  the  Little  Missouri,  Dakota  Territory, 
about  June.  1879,  he  contracted  typho-malarial  fever  firom  exposure  and 
the  want  or  the  necessaries  of  life  and  proper  medical  treatment,  which 
caused  the  loss  of  sight  of  left  eye,  rheumatism  of  left  arm  and  shoulder, 
and  ulceration  of  the  soles  of  both  feet 

Your  committee  are  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions  under  date  of  April  22, 1884,  in  which  he  states : 

The  eridence  now  on  file  does  not  sastain  the  allegation  that  loss  of  sight,  rhenma- 
tim,  and  nlceration  of  feet  were  results  of  typho-malarial  fever,  bat  a  cnrsory  exam- 
inaljoo  leads  to  the  belief  that  the  claim  may  be  admitted  for  typho-malarial  fever, 
with  resalttng  tenderness  and  enlargement  of  the  spleen. 

In  view  of  this  statement,  your  committee  think  it  proper  to  recom- 
mend that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
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48th  Congress,  >  SENATE.  (  Rbpobt 

Ut  Session.       J  \  No.  509. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  6,  1834.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  MrrcHELLf  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  fol- 

lo.wing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompaDy  bill  S.  1363.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions j  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  {S.  1363)  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Frank  8.  Hilliard^  having  considered  the  same^  respect- 
f idly  report: 

The  claimant,  Prank  S.  Hilliard,  was  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany F,  Fifth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Militia  Volunteers,  July  16, 
1864,  for  one  hundred  days,  and  mustered  out  November  16,  1864.  He 
re-enlisted  and  was  mustered  in  as  a  second  lieutenant  of  the  Seventh 
Begimeut  of  United  States  Colored  Troops,  June  15,  1865,  and  dis- 
charge I  October  16,  1866,  at  Indiauola,  Tex.,  with  his  company. 

The  claimant  filed  his  application  for  a  pension  August  7, 1879,  alleg- 
ing that  at  Indiauola,  Tex.,  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1866,  he  con- 
tracted disease  of  the  kidneys.  The  claim  was  rejected  by  the  Pension 
Office  "because  the  records  of  the  War  Department  fail  to  show  the 
existence  of  alleged  disabilities  in  the  service,"  and  the  origin  in  the 
service  is  not  proved. 

The  testimony  shows  the  claimant  to  have  been  sound  and  healthy 
when  he  entered  the  service  the  second  time  in  1865.  There  is  no  record 
of  any  treatment  while  in  the  service,  but  claimant  swears  he  was 
treated  several  times  for  attacks  of  sickness  by  the  assistant  surgeon 
who  was  with  the  regiment.  Lieut.  J.  N.  Danforth  swears  that  the  claim- 
ant had  quite  a  sev^ere  attack  of  sickness,  contracted  in  the  service  and 
hue  of  duty,  after  which  he  did  not  regain  his  former  health  and  strength, 
and  that  he  had  during  such  service  other  attacks.  The  claimant  and 
Lientenant  Danforth  both  swear  that  the  situation  of  the  camp  at  Indi- 
anola  was  a  very  unhealthy  one,  built  on  a  shell  reef  but  a  few  feet  above 
high  water;  that  they  depended  on  rain-water,  and  that  drawn  from 
shallow  wells  sunk  in  the  sand  and  shell  formation,  for  their  water  for 
drinking  and  other  purposes.  This  water,  found  at  the  depth  of  2 
feet  or  more  from  the  surface,  rose  and  fell  with  the  tide,  and  was  so 
strongly  impregnated  with  lime  and  other  substances  as  to  be  totally 
nnfit  for  use. 

This  is  substantially  all  the  evidence  as  to  origin  in  the  service,  as 
the  assistant  surgeon  is  dead  and  his  testimony  cannot  be  procured; 
the  surgeon  was  absent  on  detached  service,  and  claimant  was,  during 
a  great  part  of  the  time  mentioned,  in  command  of  the  company.  The 
captain  was  a  Swede,  and  has  since  returned  to  his  native  country. 
Second  Lieutenant  Danforth  is  since  dead,  and  his  wife  states  that  all 
his  papers  have  been  destroyed,  to  which  his  affidavit  refers  for  data 
of  at)ove  f;icts. 

As  to  evidence  of  disability  since  discharge,  the  claimant  swears 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2  FRANK   8.   BILLIARD. 

that  soon  after  his  discharge  he  had  several  attacks  of  the  same  sick- 
ness, and  a  little  later  he  began  to  pass  blood  in  his  urine,  and  has 
never  since  been  free  from  it.  Lieutenant  Danforth  testified,  in  IS82, 
that  he  was  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  soon  after  claimant's  discharge 
he  was  totally  disabkd  and  incapacitated  for  performing  manual  labor, 
and  has  been  in  that  condition  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  since; 
that  he  saw  claimant  at  frequent  intervals  after  his  discharge,  and  knew 
of  his  disability  from  personal  observation.  A.  J.  Phipps,  general  agent 
of  the  Massachusetts  board  of  education,  was  a  neighbor  of  claimant, 
and  testifies  that  in  1807,  when  he  became  acquainted  with  him,  and  for 
some  time  subsequent,  he  was  afflicted  with  disease  of  the  kidneys,  and 
this  disease  continued,  either  totally  or  in  a  great  measure,  till  he  left 
for  California,  in  1875  or  1876. 

The  evidence  of  physicians  who  treated  him,  and  others,  shows  that 
the  disease  has  become  chronic,  and  that  he  is  permanently  disabled. 
The  examining  surgeon  rates  him  as  total,  second  grade,  or  $24  per 
month. 

The  examiner  in  the  Pension  Office,  upon  the  above  evidence,  made 
the  following  indorsement : 

From  my  examination  of  all  the  evidence  submitted  in  this  case,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  claim  should  be  admitted  for  disease  of  kidneys,  if  it  is  found  upon 
special  examination  that  said  disease  was  contracted  in  the  service  and  line  of  duty. 

A  special  examiner  in  California  thereupon  visited  the  claimant  at 
his  residence  in  Los  Angeles,  examined  him,  and  several  physicians, 
and  closed  his  report  by  saying: 

From  the  testimony  in  the  case,  I  believe  this  to  be  a  meritorious  claim,  but  recom- 
mend examination  in  Boston,  Mass.,  as  to  treatment  since  discharge. 

Thereupon,  a  special  examiner  in  Boston,  Mass.,  examined  a  number 
of  witnesses.    He  states: 

As  to  origin  or  treatment  in  service,  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  trace  of  offi- 
cers or  comrades,  as  the  Seventh  United  States  Colored  Troops  was  recruited  in 
Texas,  and  officered  by  representatives  of  all  parts  of  the  country. 

He  also  found  that  Dr.  Morrill,  who  treated  claimant  first  aft^r  his 
discbarge,  was  dead,  and  his  professional  records  had  been  destroyed. 
The  father  of  the  claimant  testified  he  began  to  complain  of  his  trouble 
very  soon  after  his  return  from  the  service,  and  long  before  he  con- 
sulted a  physician.    A  brother  testified : 

My  brother's  sickness  developed  itself  very  soon  after  his  return  from  the  Army, 
and  he  has  been  sick  ever  since;  he  did  not  seem  to  know  what  it  was,  and  did  not 
improve  under  treatment. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  this  examiner  the  case  was  rejected. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  tbat  in  view  of  the  death  of  the  sur- 
geon and  other  officers  tbe  origin  of  this  disease  has  been  fairly  estab- 
lisbed,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  unhealthy  character  of  the 
water  the  troops  were  compelled  to  use  for  more  than  a  year,  the  insid- 
ious nature  of  this  disease,  its  rapid  development  and  persistent  int^ac^ 
ability  to  treatment  by  some  of  the  best  phj'sicians  in  the  country,  they 
are  not  disposed  to  insist  upon  any  technical  doubt  as  to  the  period  of 
origin  as  against  this  claimant.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  good  sol- 
dier; he  was  a  healthy  man  when  he  entered  tbe  service,  and  tbe  fact 
is  he  has  hardly  seen  a  well  day  since  he  left  it ;  he  has  submitted  to 
several  dangerous  and  painful  operations,  and  is  now  unable  to  work, 
dragging  out  a  miserable  existence  in  a  distant  State.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  place  him  on  the  pension-roll,  and  your  committee  recommend 
that  it  do  pass. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  6,  1884. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

•  [To  accompany  bill  S.  475.  ] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions^  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  {8.  475)  grant- 
ing arrears  of  pension  to  Emily  Agnel,  have  considered  the  same,  and  re- 
speetfully  report: 

The  claimant,  Emily  Agnel,  is  the  widow  of  Hyacinthe  Robert  Agnel« 
a  professor  of  French  in  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point  He  was  appointed  in  1840,  and  was  continuously  on  duty  there 
QDtil  his  death,  February  10, 1871.  There  seems  to  be  no  question  as  to 
the  fact  that  Professor  Agnel  died  in  the  service  and  line  of  duty,  and 
two  witnesses  swear  that  his  death  was  caused  by  'intense  mental 
strain  and  application  to  his  duties." 

The  widow  filtd  her  application  in  the  Pension  Office  December  16, 
1880,  and  was  finally  pensioned  Juue  12, 1882,  at  the  rate  of  $30  per 
Ohmth  from  the  date  of  filing  such  application.  This  time  for  the  com- 
meucemeiit  of  the  pension  was  properly  fixed  under  the  act  of  March  3, 
1879.  Tlie  claimant  now,  by  the  present  bill,  asks  for  arrears  from  the 
death  of  her  husband,  February  lo,  1871,  until  December  16, 1880,  when 
her  present  pension  began.  To  support  this  cUim  the  claimant  has 
filed  with  this  cpmmittee  her  affidavit,  that  of  her  son  Francis  W.  Agnel, 
and  that  of  James  W.  Covert,  ex-inember  of  Congress  from  New  York, 
with  other  papers,  showing  the  following  facts : 

That  Professor  Agnel  left  an  estate  of  less  than  $1,000,  and  after  his 
decease  his  widow,  now  over  seventy  years  of  age,  depended  u^on  a 
sonin-Iaw,  Hiram  Cranston, for  counsel  and  assistance,  who  at  ber  re- 
qoest  instituted  inquiries  as  to  what  was  due  her  from  the  Government. 
She  swears  he  assured  her  there  was  no  provision  of  law  to  pension  her 
and  that  such  was  the  common  belief  at  the  military  post;  that  she 
became  impressed  with  this  belief,  or  otherwise  she  would  have  lost  no 
time  iu  filing  an  application ;  that  she  also  learned  of  an  application  made 
to  the  Pension  Office  by  the  widow  of  Professor  of  Ethics  and  Chaplain 
John  W.  French,  in  which  the  office  disallowed  his  claim  as  a  professor, 
and  only  allowed  him  a  pension  as  a  chaplain,  aud  that  ^he  concluded 
therefore  from  that  fact  that  it  would  prove  of  no  avail  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Comm.ssioner,  aud  finally  abandoned  all  idea  of  applying 
nnder  the  )>ension  laws.  She  further  swears  that  upon  laying  the  case 
before  her  Congressional  Representative,  James  W,  Covert,  she  was  ad- 
vised to  apply  toCongress  for  relief,  which  she  did  by  a  bill  introduced 
on  January  26,  1880  (H.  R.  3940,  Forty-sixth  Congress),  whieh^howr 
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ever,  failed  to  pass ;  and  that  it  was  after  the  last  day  of  June,  1880, 
when  under  the  advice  of  friends  and  an  attorney  she  resolved  to  apply 
to  the  Pension  Office  with  the  sole  idea  of  getting  the  case  before  the 
Attorney-General  for  an  opinion,  and  that  it  was,  as  she  anticipated, 
rejected  by  the  Commissioner,  but  a  favorable  opinion  finally  rendered 
by  the  Attorney-General.  She  also  swears  that  she  would  have  made 
application  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  in  the  first  instance  in- 
stead of  to  Congress  had  it  not  been  made  known  to  her  that  theDepar^ 
ment  failed  to  recognize  the  position  or  rank  her  husband  held  as  within 
the  provisions  of  the  pension  laws. 

The  affidavit  of  the  claimant's  son,  Francis  W.  Agnel,  is  substantially 
to  the  same  eflfect.  He  swears  Cranston,  with  whom  claimant  resided, 
investigated  the  subject  and  advised  her  an  application  for  pension 
would  prove  futile,  and  maintnined  this  opinion  till  his  death  in  1877; 
that  about  1877  claimant  was  informed  as  to  the  case  of  Professor 
French,  and  requested  the  affiant  to  investigate  it,  which  he  did,  and 
discovered  that  the  widow  of  said  Professor  French  was  to  that  date 
the  only  widow  of  a  professor  who  had  applied  for  a  pension  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  on  the  strength  of  her  hnsband's  professor- 
ship in  the  Army  or  the  Military  Academy,  and  that  it  had  not  been 
allowed;  that  he  so  informed  the  claimant,  and  they  both  concluded  it 
would  be  of  no  avail  for  her  to  make  application.  He  further  swears 
he  stated  the  case  to  his  Congressional  Representative,  James  W,  Cover*, 
who  advised  Congressional  action  as  the  only  measure  of  relief  open  to 
the  widow,  and  in  consequence  a  bill  was  introduced  but  failed  to  pass; 
that  finally,  on  his  advice,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  more  authoritative 
evidence  in  the  time  intervening  between  the  completion  of  the  second 
session  of  the  Forty-sixth  Congress  and  the  convening  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Congress,  and  for  the  use  of  the  committee  in  Congress,  and 
with  a  hope  of  obtaining  through  the  Department  of  the  Interior  a 
reference  to  the  Attorney  Gijneral,  and  that  the  latter's  opinion  might 
prove  favorable,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Pension  Office,  but 
subsequently  to  the  last  day  of  June,  1880. 

The  affidavit  of  ex-Representative  Covert  corroborates  the  above 
statements  in  regard  to  himself,  and  states — 

That  despite  my  nttermost  efforts  the  said  measure  failed,  and  that  from  and  in- 
clndiug  the  period  of  the  introduction  of  the  said  bill  and  for  some  time  subsequent  to 
the  last  day  of  June,  IStiO,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and  from  my  investiga- 
tion of  it  at  the  Pension  Bureau  and  elsewhere,  I  had  formed  the  impression  that 
Emily  Agnel  was  ineligible  for  pension  under  the  general  law,  and  that  her  sule  relief 
vested  in  Congress. 

The  papers  in  the  case  show  that  the  case  was  approved  by  the  ex- 
aminer in  the  Pension  Office  at  $30  a  month  and  certificate  was  made 
out.  Before  it  was  mailed  the  Commissioner  directed  it  should  be  can- 
celed and  a  new  one  issued  at  $8  a  month.  This  latter  was  canceled 
and  the  claim  rejected  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Febru- 
ary 20, 1882.  Upon  request  of  Hon.  Walter  A.  Wood,  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  was  submitted  to  the  Attorney-General  for  his  opin- 
ion, which  was  that  the  etfect  of  the  law  making  the  professors  of  the 
Military  Academy  a  part  of  the  Array,  and  the  law  relative  to  their 
appointment  and  retirement  is  to  make  them  commissioned  officers  of 
the  Army,  and  that  as  in  jpay  and  allowances  they  are  assimilated  to 
the  rank  of  colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel,  they  are,  in  case  they  con- 
tract disability  under  the  conditions  set  forth  in  section  4G93,  entitled 
to  pension  at  the  same  rate  as  officers  of  the  rank  of  colonel  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel. This  opinion  was  concurred  in  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  the  present  pension  allowed.  r    ^^^i^ 
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The  papers  in  the  case  of  John  W.  French,  referred  to  by  the  claim- 
ant in  this  case,  have  been  examined,  and  show  the  following  facts : 

Professor  French  died  July  8, 1871.  The  widow  filed  her  claim  Feb- 
roary  20, 1877,  and  it  was  admitted  June  6, 1877,  at  the  rate  of  $20  per 
month,  the  fiill  rate  allowed  a  chaplain's  widow.  The  fact  of  his  having 
heen  a  professor  was  entirely  ignored. 

December  17,  1877,  the  widow  filed  an  application  for  increase  to  $25, 
becaose  her  husband,  as  professor  of  ethics,  &c.,  at  West  Point,  was 
entitled  to  rank  as  major.    This  claim  was  rejected  January  15, 1878, 

On  the  groand  that  the  pension  laws  do  not  provide  for  professor  of  efchics,  and  at- 
torney so  informed.  The  appointment  as  chaplain  conferred  the  full  rank  as  captain 
and  no  more.  The  rank  claimed  for  (maior)  was  an  assimilated  rank  and  no  more. 
His  mere  relief  from  dnty  as  professor  would  have  stripped  him  of  rank  as  major. 

It  appears  that  this  case  then  remained  in  statu  quo  under  this  de- 
cision until  February  12, 1882,  when  a  communication  was  addressed  to 
the  Pension  Office  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  French,  alleging  that  Mrs.  Agnel 
hatl  been  pensioned  at  $30,  and  asking  whether  Mrs.  French  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  increase  she  had  before  claimed  as  a  professor's  widow. 
June  21. 1882,  Mrs.  French  formally  applied  for  correction  in  the  rate 
and  rank,  referring  to  decision  in  Mrs.  Agnel's  case  as  a  precedent. 
September  26,  1882,  there  was  a  reissue  to  correct  rate  and  service  to 
$25  from  the  date  of  the  death  of  Professor  French,  thus  giviug  her 
arrears  to  date. 

It  appears  the  question  was  submitted  to  the  Commissioner  by  the 
reviewing  clerk,  and  he  replied  as  follows: 

I  think  the  rate  of  pension  in  this  case  should  he  $25,  the  total  rate  of  major.  The 
qaeetion  involved  is  the  same  as  that  decided  in  the  claim  of  the  widow  of  Professor 
Agnel,  cited  by  you. 

It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  allegations  in  the  present  ca^e  as 
to  the  action  taken  and  position  held  by  the  Department  in  regard  to 
the  right  of  a  professor's  widow  to  a  pension  are  corroborated  by  the 
record.  The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  stales,  under  date  of  March 
4, 1884,  that  the  cases  of  Professor  French  and  Professor  Agnel  are 
the  only  cases  of  that  character  filed  in  his  office. 

The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  has,  further,  made  a  positive  recom- 
mendation in  this  case,  which  your  committee  deem  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  insert  in  extenso.    It  is  as  follows : 

Pension  Office,  March  26, 1884. 

SiK:  On  the  21st  instant  I  forwarded  to  the  honorable  Committee  on  Pensions; 
United  States  Senate,  the  application  for  arrears  of  pensMn  of  Mrs.  Emily  Agnel, 
widow  of  Prof.  Hyacinthe  Robert  Agnel,  certificate  No.  196076,  which  was  rejected 
on  the  ground  that  the  original  application  was  not  filed  in  this  office  until  December 
16, 1880,  and  from  which  date  the  pension  was  made  to  commence  as  provided  by  sec- 
tion 2;  act  approved  March  3,  1679. 

It  was  my  intention,  at  the  time  of  transmission  of  said  application  for  arrears,  to 
set  forth  the  eqnities  in.  the  claim,  but  through  inadvertence  they  were  omitted.  It 
tppears  that  shortly  after  the  death  of  the  claimant's  husband  correspondence  was  held 
with  this  office  as  to  her  title  to  pension,  and  the  office  decided  that  there  was  no  pro- 
Tision  of  law  under  which  she  could  be  granted  a  pension,  as  her  husband  was  not  reg- 
alarlv  in  the  service,  but  a  professor  of  French  in  the  Military  Academy.  Subsequently 
the  claimant's  son,  in  1877,  called  at  the  office  and  had  a  conversation  in  relation  to  the 
dftim  with  my  preidecessor,  who  the  son  states  informed  him  that  in  a  similar  claim  ad- 
Tenie  action  had  been  taken,  consequently  the  claim  could  not  be  favorably  considered 
onder  the  existing  laws.  Because  of  the  position  taken  by  the  office  the  claimant 
tbouffht  it  impracticable  to  file  her  claim  witn  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  sought 
rehef  through  Congressional  enactment  bv  filing  her  petition  in  January,  18H0,  some 
six  months  prior  to  the  eviration  of  the  limitation  prescribed  by  the  act  of  March  3, 
1879 ;  hence  it  appears  that  the  office  was  instrumental  in  the  delay  in  filing  the  appli- 
eatioo,  and  by  which  the  claimant  was  denied  the  pension  from  the  date  of  death  of 
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her  husband,  and  in  view  of  said  facts  which  establish  an  equity  of  which  I  cannot 
take  coftnizauce,  it  is  recommended  that  the  petition  of  the  claimant  be  favorably 
considered  by  Congress. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  DUDLEY,  CommtMiMier. 
Hon.  John  I.  Mitchell, 

Chair  wan  Committee  on  Peneione. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  in  this  case  your  committee  think  the 
widow  equitably  entitled  to  pension  from  the  death  of  her  husband, 
and  therefore  report  the  bill  with  recommendation  that  it  pass  with  the 
following  amendment,  viz: 

Insert  after  the  word  *^ directed,^  in  line  four,  the  following  words: 
^*  To  rea<ljndicate  the  pension  claim  of  Emily  Agnel,  widow  of  Hya- 
cinthe  Sobert  Agnel,  as  if  her  application  had  been  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  prior  to  the  first  da^^  of  July^  eight- 
een hundred  and  eighty  and." 
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May  6,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  priDted. 


Mr.  Hampton,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  1586. 1 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  bill  S.  1586, 
hftve  considered  the  same  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the 
Senate  adversely,  recommending  its  indefinite  postponement.  The 
ocMDinittee  have  been  brought  to  their  present  conclusion  by  the  aocom- 
puying  letter  from  the  S^retary  of  War. 

War  Department, 
Wa$hington  Ciiy,  May  3,  1884. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo^ 
inekMiDg  8.  1586,  Forty -eighth  Concern,  First  Session,  a  bill  **  For  the  relief  of  the 
■orrivinff  members  of  Company  6.  First  United  States  ArtiUery,"  and  requesting  to 
be  fornisDed  sach  infonnation  on  the  sabjeot  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  De- 
psrtment. 

In  >;eply,  I  beg  to  invite  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  report  dated  December 
^  1882,  Rom  the  Adjntant-General  of  the  Army,  on  8.  1985,  Forty-seventh  Congress, 
fim  MSiion,  a  bill  of  the  same  purport  as  the  one  now  under  consideration,  and  to 
nmark  that  the  records  of  this  Department  fail  to  show  any  ground  for  the  legisla- 
tion contemplated,  as  it  appears  that  the  members  of  the  above-mentioned  company 
performed  no  military  duty  other  than  what  was  incident  to  the  military  service. 
Tb«  bill  inoloeed  in  your  letter  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  reepeotfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN, 

Swretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Wade  Hampton, 

Of  OmmUUe  on  MiUtary  Affain,  United  States  Senate. 


War  Department,  Ai>jutant-General'8  Office, 

Washington,  December  22,  1882. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  inclosed  letter  of  Hon.  Lafayette  Grover,  of 
tbe  Senate  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  referring  S.  1985,  for  relief  of  the  surviv- 
log  members  of  Battery  G,  First  United  States  Artillery^  asking  the  views  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  thereon,  and  to  state  that  the  records  of  this  office  show  that  **  the 
battery  evacuated  Barrancas  Barracks  and  took  station  at  Fort  Pickens,  Florida,  on 
the  10th  January,  1861.  The  State  troops  of  Florida  and  Alabama  took  possession  of 
Bamncas  Barracks  and  Fort  Barrancas  on  the  12th.  The  property  which  we  were 
onable  to  carry  to  Fort  Pickens  feU  into  their  hands.  The  guns  at  Fort  Barrancas 
were  spiked,  the  powder,  fixed  ammunition,  cartridge  bags,  &c.,  were  removed  to  Fort 
Piekens.  On  the  11th  the  powder  at  Fort  McKee  was  destroyed  by  Lieutenant  Erben. 
United  States  Navy.  Preparations  made  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Pickens ;  men  stood 
at  tbe  guns  each  night  from  the  12th  to  the  26th  January.  On  the  29th  January, 
ijpeement  entered  into  between  the  War  Department  and  Colonel  Chase.  Colonel 
Chase  and  Senator  Mallory  assure  that  if  no  reinforcements  are  sent  to  Fort  Pickens, 
no  attack  shall  be  made,  and  all  preparations  for  attack  shall  be  discontinued.  Prep- 
arations for  the  defense  of  Fort  Pickens  still  continued." 
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The  battery  remained  at  Fort  Plokens  during  March  and  April,  1861,  being  incremaed 
hirty-nine  men  by  recruits  and  transfer.    April  30,  1861,  offioers  and  enlisted  men 
present,  eighty-five^  _  ^  I 

ery  lef         —  -         "  "  "  —..--—- 

leaving  two  batteries  at  Fort  Pickens. 


The  battery  left  Fort  Pickens  May  14, 1861,  for  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,      j 
'  Dg  two  batteries  at  Fort  Pickens. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  I 

R.  C.  DRUM, 

The  Hon.  Skcrbtart  of  War.  I 

^  I 
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I. 

SS80LXJTI(»r  OBDBBINa  THB  INQUIBf. 

Bt  thk  Sbkate  of  thk  Unitbd  States  of  Ambri9a. 

In  THB  SbNATB  of  THB  Unitbd  Statbs, 

January  29, 1884. 
The  foHowiDg  preamble  and  resolations,  introduced  by  Senator  Sher- 
mao  <m  January  11,  were  adopted  by  the  Senate : 

WbeKM  among  tlie  expressed  objects  for  which  the  Constitntion  of  the  United 
SUtM  was  established  were  those  to  establish  Jostice  and  insure  domestic  tranqnillity ; 
sod 

Wliereas  the  Constitation  provides  for  the  security  to  all  citizens  of  equal  civil 
T^htt,  and  to  all  citizens  the  privileges  and  immunities  that  belong  to  the  condition 
otdtizensbipy  and  that  the  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  shall  not  be 
denied  bv  the  United  States,  or  any  State,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  con- 
dition of  servitude;  and  further  provides  '*that  no  State  shall  deny  to  any  person 
witbin  its  jorisdiction  the  eqnal  protection  of  the  laws'';  and 

Whereas  among  the  privileges  and  immnnitieit  inherent  in  citizenship  are  the  right 
peaceably  to  aaaemble  for  the  consideration  of  questions  of  State  and  national  concern, 
sad  safely  to  diacuss  the  same,  and  the  right  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise  in  every 
State  freely  and  without  molestation  or  intimidation;  and 

Whereas  a  general  election  was  to  occur,  and  did  occur,  in  the  State  of  Virginia  ou 
the  6th  day  of  November,  1683;  and 

Whereas  it  is  alleged  and  currently  reported  in  the  public  press  that  on  or  about 
the  3d  day  of  November,  1883,  at  Dauville,  in  said  State,  a  large  number  of  peaceable 
eitizetts  of  the  United  States  and  of  said  State  were  violently  assailed  by  an  organized 
body  of  men  and  fired  upon,  and  several  of  them  killed,  by  said  armed  men  conspiring 
to  affect,  and  with  the  purpose  of  affecting,  the  resul  t  of  said  election  so  about  to  occur, 
hy  creating,  by  means  of^such  unlawful  violence  and  homicide,  a  state  of  alarm  on 
the  part  of^  peaceable  citizens  throughout  said  State,  which  should  induce  them  to 
leMn  from  voting  or  to  vote  differently  from  their  previous  intentions  at  said  elec- 
tion; and 

Wh^^vaa  it  is  alleged  that  all  the  victims  of  said  attack  were  of  one  race  and  of  one 
political  party,  and  all  their  assailants  of  another ;  and 

Whereas  it  is  alleged  that  the  anthorities  of  said  State  of  Virginia  have  not  brought 
■Dv  of  the  persons  connected  with  said  alleged  conspiracies,  violence,  and  homicides 
before  the  courts  of  Jastice  for  examination  or  trial,  whereby  the  eqaal  rights  of 
citizenship  and  the  eqnal  protection  of  the  laws  have  not  been  secured  to  all  the  people 
of  said  Bute;  and 

Whereas  a  general  election  was  to  occur,  and  did  occur,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 
ra  the  6th  day  of  November,  1883 ;  and 

Whereas  it  is  alleged  an<l  currently  reported  in  the  public  press  that  prior  to  said 
dectioD,  in  the  county  of  Copiah,  State  of  Mississippi,  there  was  an  organized  move- 
ment by  members  of  one  party  to  prevent  members  of  another  party  from  voting 
at  that  election,  and  to  prevent  the  free  and  open  discussion  and  expression  of  poli- 
tkal  opinions ;  that  this  purpose  was  carried  into  execution  by  organized  plans  of 
terror  and  violence ;  that  the  means  mied  for  that  purpose  were  by  lawless  and  or- 

Kffiised  mobs,  moving  by  night  and  by  day,  assaulting,  and  in  some  canes  killing, 
wfnl  votens  with  a  view,  by  terror  and  fear  of  violence,  to  deter  others  from  vot- 
ing; that  this  violence  was  committed  by  one  party  upon  the  members  of  another 
pwiy  with  a  view  to  deprive  the  latter  of  their  constitutional  rights,  and  extended 
thioaghout  the  said  county  of  Copiah  and  into  portions  of  other  counties  of  that 
State ;  that,  aa  a  part  of  this  general  plan  and  conspiracy,  one  J.  P.  Matthews,  a 
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peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen  of  Copiah  County,  was  warned  not  to  vote,  and 
npon  his  voting  on  the  day  of  election  was  mnrdered  at  the  place  of  election  by  a 
peivon  selected  for  that  purpose,  and  with  the  approval,  express  or  implied,  of  the 
officers  of  election,  and  no  effort  was  made  to  pnnish  the  morderers;  that  this  killing 
was  subiieqaently  approved  by  a  public  meeting  in  said  county,  composed  strictly  of 
members  of  one  party,  and  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas  certain  rumors  are  current  that  the  relatives  of  the  late  J.  P.  Matthews 
have  threatened  the  peace  of  society,  in  order  to  avenge  his  death,  by  killing  Demo- 
crats and  destroying  their  property :  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  bf  the  people  of  Copiah  Counly  in  mase  meetifig  aBsembted  fhie  day  at  the  eourU 
Jiou»e  of  said  county.  That  if  any  person  shall  be  injured,  or  an  attempt  made  to  iniore 
him,  either  in  person  or  in  property,  in  any  manner,  by  the  said  relatives  or  IHends  of 
said  J.  P.  Matthe^'JL  that  we  hereby  declare  that  we  will  hold  his  said  relatives  and 
friends  who  participate  accountable  for  the  same,  and  that  we  will  regard  them  as 
without  the  pale  and  protection  of  the  law,  and  common  enemies  of  society,  and  that 
we  will  visit  up^i^them  certain,  swift  retribution.    Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  so  long  as  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  said  J.  P.  Matthews  obey  * 
the  laws  and  become  good  citizens,  we  hereby  pled^  them  the  protection  of  the  law. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
society  and  the  welfare  of  all  races  and  classes  in  this  county  that  the  Matthews 
family  shall  keep  out  of  politics  in  Copiah  County. 

Mteolred  further  J  That  from  hei  ceforth  no  man  or  set  of  men  shall  organise  the  negro 
race  against  the  whites  in  this  county  and  if  it  shall  be  attempted  in  the  future,  we 
hereby  give  notice  that  it  shall  be  at  the  peril  of  the  person  or  persons  attempting  ao 
to  do. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  pledge  ourselves,  each  to  the  other,  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes and  our  sabred  honor,  that  we  will,  all  and  individually,  from  henceforth,  bold 
ourselves  in  readiness  to  enforce  the  foregoini;  resolutions,  and  to  meet  at  any  time 
upon  the  call  of  the  chairman  of  this  me«  ting. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee- of  twenty-four  from  each  supervisor's  district  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  to  present  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  brothers  and  sons  of 
the  late  J.  P.  Matthews,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  Copiah  Signal  and  the 
Crystal  Springs  Meteor. 

Resolved  by  the  citizens  of  Copiah  County  in  mass  meeting  assembled.  That  the  honors 
heretofore  worn — and  worthily  so— by  beat  No.  2  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  awarded 
to  beat  No.  3.    Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  this  resolution  is  by  no  means  intended  to  reflect  upon  the  past  and 
present  servicea  of  beat  No.  2,  but  to  show  our  appreciation  of  the  result  of  the  election 
of  the  ticket  in  beat  No.  3.    It  is  also 

Resolved,  That  the  clubs  continue  their  organizations,  and  consider  themselves  not 
disbanded,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  commit- 
tee. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  extended  to  the  Haaelhurst  brass 
band  for  their  services  on  this  occasion. 

J.  L.  MEADE,  Ch4nrman, 
JESSE  THOMPSON,  JB., 
C.  J.  ALLEN, 

SocreUtries. 

m 

And  whereas  it  is  alleged  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  have  utterly 
failed  and  nep^lected  to  protect  and  preserve  to  the  citizens  of  that  State  the  equal 
enjoyment  ot  civil  and  political  rights,  but  have  in  some  cases  contributed  to  their 
overthrow,  and  have  failed  to  puninh  or  bring  to  trial  persons  alleged  to  be  guilty  of 
the  conspiracies,  violence,  and  homicides  above  stated,  in  disregard  of  the  equal  rights 
of  citizenship  in  the  equal  protection  of  the  law  guaranteed  to  all  the  people  of  that 
State :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances  of  and  connected  with  the  said  alleged 
events,  and  into  the  condition  of  the  constitutional  rights  and  securities  before  named 
of  the  people  of  Virginia  and  Mississippi,  and  that  it  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  as 
soon  as  may  be ;  and  that  it  have  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  sit 
during  the  sittings  of  the  Senate,  and  that  it  may  employ  a  stenographer  or  stenog^ 
raphers.  • 

Attest  : 

ANSON  G.  McCOOK, 

SdoreUtry* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ALLEGED  ELECTION  OUTBAaES  IN  HISSIS8IPPL  Y 

IL 

SBSOLXmON  ATJTHOBIZINa  APPOINTMENT    OF   SUBCOMMITTEES    AND 
APPOINTMENT  OP  OPPIOEBS. 

In  thb  Senate  of  thx  United  States, 

Fthruary  4, 1884. 
Rmlkei^  That  the  investieation  into  certain  alleged  ocoorrencesHn  the  Statee  of 
Tirginia  and  Miasiaaippi  ordered  by  the  Senate  hj  its  resolution  of  January  29,  I8ii4, 
to  be  made  by  the  Committee  on  Priyileges  and  flections,  may  be  made  bv  any  sub- 
eommittee  thereof,  and  ibat  said  committee  or  soboommittee  shall  be  authorized  to 
proceed  to  said  States,  or  either  of  them,  and  to  sit  whererer  it  may  be  found  necessary 
ibr  the  pnrposes  of  said  investigation,  and,  if  necessary,  to  appoint  an  additional 
clerk,  and  that  the  expenses  of  said  inyestigation  be  paid  from  tne  appropriation  '*  for 
vpecial  and  aetect  committees,"  upon  vouchers  approved  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee making;  the  same ;  and  that  the  eommittee  have  authority  to  cause  its  proceed- 
ings and  testimony  taken  to  be  printed  £rom  time  to  time  as  it  may  see  fit,  exdusively 
for  ita  nae. 
Attaat: 

ANSON  G.  HcCOOK, 

Secretary. 

APPOINTMENT  OP  THE  SUBCOMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Senate  Gommittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections^ 
Febnxarj  5,  on  motion  of  Senator  Sherman  it  was 

Voitd,  That  a  subcommittee  of  five  members  be  appointed  with  power  to  take 
charge  of  the  Miasiasippi  investigation,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  be  chairman 
of  tJM  aabcommittee. 

The  Senators  selected  by  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  committee 
were— 

Senators  Hoar  (chairman),  Gameron,  and  Frye  to  represent  the  ma- 
jority. 

Senators  Saalsbury  and  Jonas  to  represent  the  minority. 

IV. 

APPOINTMENT  OP  OPPICEBS. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  committee,  in  Washington,  Feb- 
ruary 8,  William  E.  Barrett,  of  Massachaseits,  was  appointed  clerk ;  J.  L. 
Aodem,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  stenographer.  G.  B.  Beade,  clerk 
to  the  Senate  Gommittee  on  Bales,  was  subsequently  deputed  by  Ser- 
geaot-at-Arms  Canady  as  deputy  sergeant-at-arms,  and  accompanied 
the  committee  to  New  Orleans  in  that  capacity. 

V. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  eommittee  met  at  Washington,  D.  G.,  February  8,  March  18,  21; 
New  Orleans,  La.,  February  15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27. 

VI. 

PLACE  OP  HOLDINi^  THE  INVESTIGATION. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  committee  in  Washington,  February  8,  Senator 
Fr}  e  offered  the  following  resolution : 

iKfw/Md,  Thftt  the  eommittee  proceed  to  New  Orleana,  Law,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing tevtiiiiony. 
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After  discussion  a  vote  was  taken.    The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the 
result  was  announced:  Yeas  3,  nays  2,  as  follows: 
Yeas:  Senators  Hoar,  Cameron,  and  Fiye. 
Nays :  Senators  Sanlsbury  and  Jonas. 

VII. 

PATKENT  OF  WITNESSES  WHO  WEBB  NOT  SWOBN. 

At  th€  opening  of  the  session  in  New  Orleans  of  Fetnnary  26  the 
following  action  was  taken : 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  I  desire  to  state  that  several  witnesses  who  baine 
been  summoned  by  the  minority  of  the  committee  we  find  upon  exam- 
ination are  not  acquainted  with  any  facts  which  would  throw  additional 
light  upon  this  investigation,  and  therefore,  desiring  to  shorten  the  ex- 
amination as  much  as  i)ossible,  we  have  concluded  to  ask  that  they  be 
discharged  without  testifying.  The  sergean^a^arms  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  settle  with  them  until  he  had  the  authority  of  the  committee 
to  do  so.  I  understand  they  have  been  regularly  subpoenaed  and  came 
in  obedience  to  that  subpcBua.  I  did  not  examine  them,  because,  as 
Mr.  Sexton  informs  me,  their  testimony  would  be  merely  cumulative, 
and  I  had  requested  him  to  examine  thorooghly  his  list  and  purge  it 
from  all  witnesses  of  that  character. 

Mr.  Fbte.  Should  not  the  record  show  that  certain  witnesses  have 
been  called  and  remained  in  attendance  a  certain  length  of  lime  with- 
out examination,  so  that  the  reason  of  their  names  appearing  in  the  eer- 
geant-at-arms'  account  as  witnesses  may  be  shown,  although  their  tes- 
timony is  not  in  the  record.  Suppose  the  names  of  the  witnesses  be 
given  to  the  reporter  to  go  in  the  record  as  witnesses  snbpc&naed  at 
such  a  time  and  in  attendance. 

Mr.  Satjlbbuby«  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  necessary  to  go  into  the 
record.  I  only  speak  of  the  matter  so  that  the  sergeant-at-anns  may 
have  authority  to  pay  and  discharge  them. 

Mr.  Fbte.  Why  not  let  it  go  on  the  record  that  certain  witnesses 
having  been  discharged  without  having  testiied,  it  being  stated  that 
their  testimony  would  simply  be  cumulative  and  that  their  discharge 
would  save  the  time  of  the  committee,  the  committee  holds  and  in- 
structs the  sergeant-at-arms  that  such  witnesses  are  entitled  to  their 
witness  fees,  travel,  and  attendance  from  the  time  they  api)eared  here 
in  response  to  a  summons  up  to  the  time  of  their  discharge. 

The  Ghaibman.  The  sergeant-at-arms  will  furnish  these  names  to 
the  reporter  and  he  can  put  them  in  the  record. 

The  list  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

Witnesses  summoned  who  did  not  testify :  J.  6.  Hargraves,  A.  B. 
Guynes,  J.  M.  Weeks,  W.  K.  Cheek,  Luther  Chad  wick,  York  Sellman, 
W.  M.  Higdon,  W.  J.  Millsaps,  F.  J.  White,  WiUis  Barnes,  H.  J.  Hart- 
ley,  L  Forsythe,  T.  E.  Groome,  B.  E.  Shns,  J.  W.  Skelton,  C.  A.  Talia- 
ferro, A.  Mangold,  Elam  Robertson,  John  M.  Lowe,  G.  D.  Lowe,  T.  M. 
Warrell,  Tom  Eobinson.  T.  E.  Millsaps,  B.  W.  Millsaps,  Joseph  Purser, 
0.  M.  Williamson,  Jacob  Hechel,  K  K.  Miller,  and  W.  H.  Ferguson. 

Tin. 

ADMISSION   OF  KBWSPAPEB   AND   OTHKB   DOGXrUENTABT  XVIDBHOE. 

At  the  close  of  the  evidence  in  'Sew  Orleans,  February  27,  Senator 
Saulsbury  said : 
I  desire  to  put  in  evidence,  as  there  has  been  considerable  evidence 
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STD  here  taken  from  the  piM^ers  of  tlie  State,  &  oommnnicatioQ  wkfch 
id  in  tte  TiaieS'Democrat  fron  B.  F.  Garrett,  ehairmMi  of  the  Mad* 
ison  Coonty  coDUBittee,  relatMiii:  to  some  testimony  which  has  been 
l^vea  in  this  case.  I  have  not  objected  to  theother  side  patting  in  any 
extract  from  any  other  paper  that  was  appropriate. 

The  CHArBMAW.  We  pat  in  newspaper  extracts  tcom  thai  and  neigh- 
boring coanties  alleging  violence  at  the  perils. 

Mr.  JoH^AfL  Thja  is  fnm  a  neighboring  coanty— the  same  judicial  dis- 
tiiet. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  a  statement  of  facts  aboat  a  witness  who  has 
tesiiied  m  the  ease,  and  is  not  nnder  oath,  aiid  there  is  no  evidence  that 
it  was  written  by  the  person  it  parports  to  have  been  written  by. 

Mr.  Jon  AS.  1  will  state  that  the  superior  of  Mr.  Ware,  the  United 
States  district  attorney  for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  Judge  Lee,  a  very 
sarincnt  Be|>ablican,  was  here  to-day  aad  calted  our  attention  to  that 
letter  aad  nqoested  ns  te  get  it  in  as  possiUy  explanatory  of  some 
amttsn  ui  the  case.    The  snggestioB  came  entirely  from  a  Bepublican 


TheOsAOfcicAK.  It  does  not  seem  to  nM  a  eraipetentfwpn^^er  method 
$t  estabUskiag  the  fftcts. 

Mr.  SATrXiSBURY.  I  move  that  this  communication  from  B.  F.  Gmrrstt, 
ehmrman  of  the  Bepublioan  exeoative  committee,  dated  CMiton,  Miss.^ 
Febrnary  22, 1884,  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Times-Democrat,  re- 
lating to  testimony  taken  before  this  committee,  be  spread  on  the  records 
of  this  committee.    I  ask  that  it  be  inserted,  and  move  that  it  may  be. 

Mr.  Gamrron.  it  refers  to  the  testimony  of  Judge  Ware.  I,  for  my 
Mrt,  will  ooDsent  that  it  go  in  tf  the  committee  will  agree  that  Judge 
Ware,  by  letter,  may  answer  it 

Mr.  Frtr.  In  reply  to  the  request  I  desire  to  say  this:  I  have  put 
in  all  the  newspaper  utides,  I  think,  myself^  not  one  of  which  was  not 
an  editorial  fix>m  Oe  newspaper  itseit  I  have  not  undertaken  to  put 
in  a  letter  from  anybody.  Nobody  knows  wlMther  Mr.  Garrett  wrote 
that  letter  or  not,  or  whether  he  is  or  not  chairman  of  the  Bepublican 
ssmmittee.  There  was  one  letter  in  a  Democratic  pi^^er  I  wished  to  put 
is,  bat  I  refrained  from  putting  it  in  because  it  was  a  letter;  that  was 
in  the  Oopiahian  newspaper. 

Mr.  Baulsbury.  In  referenoe  to  that  I  will  say  that  I  do  not  know 
Mr.  Garrett,  and  I  did  not  see  him  write  this  letter,  but  I  have  not  the 
Isast  shadow  of  doubt  that  the  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Garrett,  di- 
leeted  to  the  Times-Democrat  of  this  city,  and  was  publlAed  at  his  re- 
quest and  by  his  authority.  While  I  do  not  know  the  fiact,  I  believe  it 
as  firmly  as  I  believe  I  am  in  this  committee-room,  and  I  think  it  but 
jast  tiiat  as  the  other  side  of  this  committee  has  introduced  everything 
that  it  saw  pn^^  to  introduce  from  the  newspapers  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  perhaps  elsewere-^after  they  have  done  tlu^  I  think  we 
have  a  right  to  insert  this  communication,  and  I  ask  that  it  may  be 
done,  and  if  it  is  to  beoverraled  I  want  it  to  be  otverruled  on  a  yea-and- 
aaj  vote  and  go  on  the  reccnds  of  this  committee. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  any  othm*  evidenoe  to  offer  t 

Mr.  Saulsburt.  I  have  no  further  evidence. 
The  Chairman.  The  chair  will  direct,  subject  to  appeal  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  this  paper  be  received  by  the  clerk,  subject  to  the  final  dis- 
pssitioB  of  the  committee  hereafter^when  we  close  the  case.  We  «re 
to  hear  Mi^|or  Barksdale's  evidendein  Washington,  and  the  committee 
will  then  determine  whether  they  will  admit  it:  I  think  probably  they 
wOL 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


Vni  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTBAGES  IN  HIS8I8SIFPL 

Mr,  Gamebon.  I  will  make  this  motion,  which  I  believe  is  in  order, 
that  the  farther  consideratioti  of  this  qoestion  be  postponed  until  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  after  it  reaches  Washington. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  result  was  annoonced :  Yeaa  3, 
nays  2,  as  follows : 

Yeas :  Messrs.  Hoar  (chairman),  Cameron,  and  Frye. 

Nays :  Messrs.  Sanlsbury  and  Jonas. 

The  paper  was  handed  to  the  clerk,  with  instmctions  to  write  a  note 
to  Judge  Ware,  calling  his  attention  to  the  communication,  saying  to 
him  that  it  has  been  offered  in  evidence  before  the  committee,  and  asking 
him  if  he  has  any  communication  which  he  would  like  to  make  in  ref- 
erence to  it,  to  be  offered  with  it. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Barksdale's  evidence  in  Washington,  March 
21,  Mr.  Hoar  said : 

At  New  Orleans  Mr.  Sanlsbury  offered  in  evidence  ^'a  letter  to  the 
Times-Democrat  of  Wednesday  the  27th  instant,"  in  regard  to  Jadge 
H.  B.  Ware,  who  had  been  a  witness  before  the  committee,  signed  ^^  B. 
F.  Garrett,  chairman  Bepublican  executive  committee."  The  committee 
voted  to  postpone  the  determination  of  the  question  whether  this  should 
or  should  not  be  admitted  as  evidence  until  we  met  in  Washington,  and 
directed  Judge  Ware's  attention  to  be  called  to  the  fact  of  the  letter, 
and  that  the  letter  had  been  offered  in  evidence.  The  question  is  now 
before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Fbye.  Has  Judge  Ware's  attention  been  called  to  it  t 

The  Chairman.  His  attention  has  been  caUed  to  it. 

Mr.  Fbye.  Did  he  make  a  reply  t 

The  Ghaibmak.  He  has  sent  a  reply  to  it,  and  I  impose  that  that 
letter  and  the  reply  be  admitted. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  committee,  in  all  candor  and 
in  all  frankness,  I  introduced  that  letter  because  there  had  been  vari- 
ous extracts  from  papers  offered  by  Mr.  Frye  and  put  in  without  objee* 
tion,  and  this  letter  appearing  in  the  Times  Democrat  from  the  chairoian 
of  the  Bepublican  executive  committee  of  Louisiana,  and  it  being  in 
response  to  testimony  given  by  Mr.  Ware,  I  offered  this  single  extract 
from  a  paper  simply  because  there  had  been  other  extracts  placed  in 
where  I  knew  that  those  extracts  were  not  such  matters  as  under  a 
proper  judicial  investigation  of  the  matters  committed  to  the  charge 
of  this  committee  should  be  offered.  I  offered  it  simply  because  others 
had  gone  in,  and  the  committee  declined  at  that  time  to  receive  it,  but 
gave  notice  that  the  attention  of  Mr.  Ware  should  be  called  to  it,  and 
tiiat  his  reply,  if  he  saw  proper  to  make  one,  should  come  in. 

I  submit  to  the  committee  whether  it  was  fair  treatment  to  the  mi- 
nority of  this  committee  to  keep  out  of  the  records  of  the  committee 
matter  which  had  been  offered  in  evidence  until  a  reply  to  that  evidence 
could  be  obtained  from  the  other  side,  because  while  we  may  talk  about 
there  not  being  sides  to  this  question,  the  whole  investigation  will  show 
conclusively  that  every  member  of  the  committee  has  regarded  it  as 
a  political  investigation,  in  which  were  the  majority  of  the  committee 
on  one  side  and  the  minority  on  the  other. 

The  Chaibman.  Not  a  personal  quarrel  between  Wheeler  and  Mat- 
thews. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  As  to  the  personal  quarrel  between  Wheeler  and 
Matthews  I  have  nothing  to  say  at^resent  about  that.  I  am  speaking 
of  the  action  of  the  committee  towJtrds  a  proposition  which  I  made, 
which  I  think  was  perfectly  fair  and  legitimate,  and  which  ought  to 
have  been  accepted  in  New  Orleans.    Now  it  is  for  the  committee  to 
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ay  whether  they  will  put  in  the  reply  or  not  For  my  part,  I  shall  not 
•bject  to  anything  that  the  committee  sees  proper  to  do.  I  shall  let 
±e  action  of  the  committee  stand  upon  itA  records 

The  Chaisman.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  majority  of  the  committee 
lave  taken  great  pains  in  every  respect  to  go  to  the  very  verge  of  their 
power  to  be  fair  to  the  minority  in  the  investigation.  We  have 
ioaght  to  provide  for  their  convenience;  we  have  songht  to  let 
b  anything  they  claimed  to  let  in,  and  to  let  them  have  their  own 
method  in  putting  in  what  they,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  think  is  their  side, 
uid  gave  them  blank  subpoenas  to  fill  out  at  their  discretion,  which 
aever  has  been  done  before  in  the  history  of  such  investigations,  so  far 
IS  I  know.  It  is  true  that  some  newspaper  articles  have  been  put  in, 
bat  because  some  particular  newspaper  articles  were  put  in  that  does 
30t  indicate  that  all  should  come  in.  It  was  competent  to  show  in  this 
investigation  (the  fact  of  the  newspaper  article  itself  was  a  fact  to 
flhow)  that  the  press  of  that  county  was  urging  certain  action  and  con- 
duct. To  show  whether  these  means  were  or  were  not  political  we 
showed  the  conduct  of  the  press,  the  political  press  of  the  county  being 
important.  This  is  offered  now  not  as  a  newspax)er  article,  but  as  a 
narrative  of  certain  facts  purporting  to  be  signed  by  Mr.  Garrett.  It 
does  not  come  within  the  theory  that  the  other  newspaper  articles  went 
in,  but  still,  in  order  to  have  no  possible  ground  of  Somplaint,  it  seemed 
to  me,  for  one,  that  it  was  better  to  let  it  in :  but  if  it  came  in,  justice  to 
the  party  that  it  was  put  in  for  the  sake  of  attacking  required  us  also 
to  receive  his  written  reply.  Therefore,  I  am  in  favor  myself  of  receiv- 
ing the  article  and  the  reply,  but  I  will  submit  the  question  to  the 
members  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  Before  that  is  done  I  want  to  reply  to  Senator 
Hoar's  statement  He  asserts  here  that  the  action  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee  has  been  perfectly  fair  to  the  minority  of  the  committee ; 
that  they  have  awarded  to  the  minority  subpoenas  to  summon  such  wit- 
nesses as  they  wanted.  That  is  true.  So  far  in  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee as  ample  provision  for  the  comfort  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee is  concerned  I  have  no  complaint  to  make,  but  I  do  say  that 
when  I  offered  this  paper,  after  extracts  from  papers,  and  several  differ- 
ent papers  not  published  in  Copiah  County,  not  published  in  papers 
fiimiliar  with  what  was  going  on  in  Copiah  County,  mere  editorials  and 
sqaibs  fh>m  editorials  in  newspapers  in  different  localities,  had  gone  in 
by  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  without  objection  on  the 
other  side,  I  did  think  it  was  a  little  ungracious,  at  least,  that  when  I 
offered  a  single  statement  contained  in  a  paper  relating  to  what  had 
been  said  before  the  committee  it  should  be  excluded,  and  that  its 
Qltimate  exclusion  depended  upon  whether  the  party  referred  to,  Mr. 
Ware,  should  see  proper  to  file  his  statement  in  reply.  So  you  file  his 
statement  in  connection  with  the  one  I  had  offered,  and  I  say  in  all  can* 
dor  that  is  not  such  treatment  as  I  think  we  should  have. 

The  Ghaibman.  But  this  was  a  personal  attack  on  Mr.  Ware,  on  his 
character. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  There  are  other  matters  of  complaint;  for  while 
brother  Hoar  has  seen  proper  to  say  that  the  committee  has  been  under 
all  circumstances  exceedingly  fair  to  the  minority,  there  is  another  mat- 
ter of  complaint.  This  committee  took  down  with  it  the  correspondent 
of  a  newspaper,  who  sent  out  to  a  paper  in  New  York,  and  I  am  told 
m  Boston,  one-sided  statements  of  testimony  that  was  given.  One  of 
the  articles  reached  my  hands,  and  I  called  the  attention  of  t^e  com- 
mittee to  it.    I  thought  there  was  a  personal  reflection  upon  myself  as 
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A  member  of  the  committee,  and  I  knew  tbat  thei^  was  very  great  Ib- 
justice  done  to  a  gentleman  who  was  there  upon  my  invitation,  for  I  had 
telegraphed  to  him  to  come  down,  and  I  was  informed  he  w«»ald  com« 
when  he  was  wanted.  *  I  knew  that  great  inj  astice  was  done  to  him,  and 
when  I  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  it  it  was  treated  in  & 
summary  manner,  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  the 
committee.  That  was  a  matter  of  which  I  had  a  right  to  complain,  and 
I  «ay  now  that  while  as  to  the  general  management  of  the  affairs  ot 
the  committee  I  have  no  complaint  to  make,  there  were  certain  things 
of  which  I  do  complain,  and  I  say  it  in  frankness,  because  whatever  I 
think  I  am  apt  to  speak. 

The  Ghazrhan.  I  wiU  make  one  r^ly  to  that.  This  gentleman  hai 
performed  his  duties  as  secretary  of  the  committee  with  great  ability, 
good-nature,  quickness,  thoroughness,  and  propriety,  and  he  had  a  per- 
fect right  in  his  capacity  as  a  newspaper  correspondent  to  give  a  nar- 
rative of  this  interesting  public  event.  He  had  no  right  to  make  ao 
attack  upon  aoy  member  of  the  committee,  and  he  did  not  do  aay  such 
thing.  It  is  not  in  the  least  a  refiection  upon  Mr.  Saulsbnry  to  say 
that  tike  person  who  sat  by  him  and  gave  oertadn  ccnnmunications  to 
him  was  or  was  not  a  person  of  a  certain  character.  I  suppose  he  sits 
by  his  client  when  he  defends  criminals,  and  receives  their  advice  about 
the  conduct  of  the  dkse,  as  every  lawyer  does. 

I  will  not  for  a  moment  imply  that  Afr.  Saulsbnry  does  not  £del  all  be 
says,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  he  is  very  much  mistaJcen  in  feeling  tbat 
there  is  anything  personal  to  him  in  regard  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
men  who  sat  by  Mr.  Saulsbnry,  and  who  swore  that  he  sat  by  Mr. 
Saulsbnry  and  had  been  his  adviser  in  getting  this  case,  and  addressed 
the  committee  several  times,  is  the  man  who  swore  that  if  General 
Grant  should  c<Mne  down  to  Mississippi  and  undertake  to  organize  a 
portion  of  his  feUow-oitizens  into  a  political  party,  as  they  had  a  perfect 
constitutional  right  to  do,  they  would  shoot  him. 

Mr.  Frye.  A^  he  is  the  man  who  wrote,  ^Oopiah  shakes  hands  with 
Yazoo." 

The  OHAiRMAif.  He  is  the  man  in  whose  handwriting  was  <<  Copiah 
shakes  hands  with  Yazoo,''  where  they  shot  a  man  in  the  back  for  being 
a  Bepublican  leader. 

Mr.  Saulsburt.  I  have  said  what  I  thought  about  the  propriety  of 
employing  a  man  who  made  partial  statements  about  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee. 

The  Chairman.  I  have  said  a  portion  of  mine.  I  will  now  put  the 
question.  Gentlemen  in  favor  of  admitting  the  letter  in  the  Times- 
Democrat  and  Mr.  Ware's  reply  will  respond  as  their  names  are  called. 

Mr.  Saulsbury.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  shall  decline  to  vote  upon  the 
proposition. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  result  was  announced :  Yeas  d, 
nays  0,  as  follows : 

Yeas :  Messrs.  Hoar,  Cameron,  and  Frye. 

Absent :  Mr.  Jonas. 

Not  voting:  Mr.  Saulsbnry. 
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Kr.  HoABy  flN>m  the  Oommittee  on  Privileges  and  Eleetions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

Ike  (kmtmUee  an  Privileges  and  Mectianej  who  were  directed  bjf  the  Senaie 
to  ii^re  into  certain  alleged  oeeurreneee  in  ike  State  of  Mimseippiand 
iKto  the  eonditian  of  ike  oonstitutiondl  rights  of  the  people  of  that  Btate^ 
he/ee  discharged  ihe  dut^  committed  to  them^  and  respectfuUg  report  the 
testknonf  thin  have  taken  and  iheir  conclusions  thereon : 

Cie  oommittee  entered  upon  its  task  with  almost  inexpressible  le- 
pngiuuioe.  Important  public  duties  demanded  the  constant  presence 
of  all  its  members  in  tiie  Senate.  An  investigation  of  the  question 
▼hetiier  communities  of  our  countoymen  have  committed  crimes  like 
tboee  sapposed  in  the  resolution,  brings  with  it  to  all  of  us  a  deep  sense 
of  personal  humiliation.  The  American  people  desire,  in  this  time  of 
imezampled  peace  and  prosperity,  to  debate  and  settle  other  questions 
than  those  merely  to  name  which  brings  disgrace  to  the  republic  itsel£ 

Nothing  can  be  more  justly  odious  than  to  use  such  investigations 
and  disclosures  as  political  instruments,  unless  it  be  to  commit,  profit 
by,  or  screen  the  crimes  which  are  investigated.  But  the  rights  in- 
iwbi  are  rights  declared  by  the  National  Oonstitution,  and  which 
tbe  National  Congress  is  bound  to  secure,  by  appropriate  legislation, , 
against  infringement  or  violation  by  any  State.  If  the  powers  already 
eniferred  apon  Oongress  by  the  Oonstitution  be  not  ample  for  their  pro- 
teetion,  it  will  be  our  duty  to  propose  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  the  granting  of  further  powers,  that  the  blessines  of  liberty  and 
tfae  equal  protection  of  the  laws  which  are  the  great  objects  of  the  Uon- 
stitntion.  and  the  right  to  votft  without  distinction  of  race  or  color,  on 
which  t^e  preservation  of  the  Oonstitution  depends,  may  not  fail 
through  the  neglect  of  any  State  in  its  duty. 

FBOTKOnON  OF  THB  BAIXOT  GUABAKTBBD  BY  THE  OONSTirUTION. 

The  proposition  that  the  protection  of  the  right  to  vote  secured  by 
the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amendments  to  the  Oonstitution  is  the  con- 
cern of  the  whole  people  needs  no  argument.  The  census  of  1880 
Bhows  6,632,000  colored  people  in  the  former  slave  States.  These  are 
eoonted  to  give  those  Stat^  their  representation  in  Congress  and  in 
the  Electoral  OoUege.  Forty-four  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives  and  forty-four  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  are  given 
to  those  States  by  this  population — a  weight  of  representation  in  the 
House  and  in  the  Electoral  Oollege  sufficient  to  have  changed  the  whole 
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oonrse  of  oar  history  in  the  past,  and  not  unlikely  to  determine  it  here- 
after. Mississippi  herself  owes  foor  of  her  seven  Bepresentativee  in 
the  House  to  her  colored  population.  The  States  of  Alabama,  Florida, 
Gteorgia,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia  have  fifty 
Bepresentatives,  twenty-six  of  whom  they  claim  only  by  reason  of  the 
3,821,820  colored  persons  upon  whom  the  electiye  franchise  has  been 
conferred. 

The  second  section  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  is  as  follows : 

BepreaentatiYos  ahaU  be  apportioned  amoBg  the  soTeral  8tatee  aooorduig  to  their 
xeBpeotiTe  nnmbers,  conntixig  the  whole  namber  of  pexeoDB  in  each  State,  ezclndinir 
Indians  not  taxed.  But  when  the  risht  to  vote  at  any  election  for  the  choice  ot 
electon  for  PreeldeBt  and  Vite-Tmmaenxt  of  the  United  Statea,  BepneeBtattTes  in 
CongreflSy  the  ezecntiye  and  Judicial  oflcesi  of  m  8tate,  or  the  membera  of  tb»  legia- 
lature  thereof  is  denied  to  any  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  such  State,  being  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  and  citizens  of  the  United  8tatesy  or  in  any  way  abridged,  eau^pt 
for  participation  in  rebeUion  or  other  oriaie,  the  basis  of  representation  therein  ahaU 
be  reduced  in  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  such  male  citisens  shaU  bear  to 
ibe  whole  number  of  male  eitizeas  twenty-one  yean  of  age  in  such  State. 

Tim  is  not  a  discretionary  power.  Itis  adnty  imposed  «pon  GoogreBS 
in  the  administration  of  the  greatest  pabHc  tnst  known  to  mankiiwl. 
To  the  inflexible  discharge  of  this  dn^  eveiy  Senator  and  Bepresenta- 
tive  is  bonnd  by  his  oath  of  office.  When  the  right  to  vole  at  any  elec- 
tion, whether  of  Bepresentative  in  Congress,  or  Presidential  electoFi 
or  of  the  executive  and  jadiclal  officers  of  a  State  or  the  members  of  tiie 
legislature  thereof  is  denied  to  any  of  the  male  citizens  thereof,  b^ng 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  in  ang 
way  ahtidgedj  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Congress  forthwith  to  reduce  the 
basis  of  representation  in  sach  State.  The  denial  here  contemplated  is 
not  that  alone  which  is  expressed  and  enacted  in  the  constitation  of  the 
State.  The  Constitution  does  not  here  use  the  phrase  denial  or  abridg- 
ment ''by  the  State,"  as  in  the  first  section  of  the  fourteenth  and  the 
first  section  of  the  fifteenth  article.  An  abridgment  in  any  way,  ao  it 
be  an  effectual  extinguishment  or  impairment  of  the  right,  demands 
the  instant  interposition  of  the  national  authority  to  prevent  the  wrcuig- 
doers  from  using  and  wielding  for  their  own  benefit  the  political  power 
'  of  which  they  have  robbed  their  fellow-citizens. 

HOW  THE  BIGHT  OF  SUFFBAOK  TUlY  BE  ABBIDOED. 

Iliis  abridgment  may  be  accomplished  in  many  ways.  It  is  not,  of 
course,  every  temporary  and  unimportant  interference  with  theaet  of  vot- 
ing by  individual  citizens  that  the  Constitution  contemplates,  and  which 
warrants  and  requires  the  action  of  Congress.  It  must  be  a  permaaent^ 
effectual,  unquestionable  impairment  of  tlie  right.  Suppose  that  in  any 
State,  or  in  any  district  or  county  within  a  State,  the  white  people,  or  any 
large  portion  of  them,  being  a  minority  of  the  whole  voting  population,  de- 
termine that  the  colored  men  shall  not  vote,  or  shall  not  vote  unless  they 
will  vote  with  one  party,  or  shall  not  vote  if  they  choose  to  vote  together 
for  the  same  party,  or  shall  not  attend  peaceable  assemblages  of  citizens 
called  to  consult  upon  the  common  good,  or  shall  not  have  the  right  to 
listen,  to  weigh,  and  be  governed  by  arguments  which  are  fair,  or  even 
such  as  their  political  opponents  choose  to  deem  unfair,  as  to  their  special 
interests.  Suppose  that  to  accomplish  this  end  this  minority  arm 
themselves,  threaten,  beat,  and  kill  influential  and  leading  colored  men, 
kill  or  attempt  to  kill  white  men  who  are  believed  to  have  influenoe 
with  them,  so  that  voters  enough  are  driven  fh>m  the  polls  to  enable 
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this  ooDspiriii;;  minority  to  appoint  the  officers  upon  whose  integrity 
depend?  the  honest  ascertaining  and  declaring:  the  results  of  elections 
in  fatore,  and  thereafter  these  results  are  fraudulently  so  delivered  as 
to  give  no  effect  to  the  votes  of  the  di<UA*auchiBed  class.  Suppose  that 
by  reason  of  this  conspiracy,  secret,  but  understood,  executing  its  pur- 
poses with  a  certainty  more  complete  and  terrible  Uiau  ever  attended 
due  process  of  law  in  a  civil  community,  every  {lerson  who  dares  to  lift 
his  voice  in  opposition  finds  his  life  and  property  insecure,  SSuppo^ 
that  sudi  conspiracy  take  possession  of  the  jury  box  so  that  no  c|rime 
committed  in  its  interest  can  be  indicted  or  punished.  Suppose  it  eleote 
md  has  under  its  control  sheriffs  and  magistratea  so  that  willful  mur- 
derers who  have  committed  their  crimes  in  obedience  to  its  behest  are 
Baffered  to  go  at  large,  and  mobs  left  unsubdued.  Suppose  it  is  able 
to  decorate  and  reward  with  public  honors,  at  public  cost,  criminals 
▼DO  do  its  bidding.  Suppose  the  chief  magistrate  arm  its  members  at 
the  expense  of  the  State.  Suppose  that  portion  of  the  political  associ- 
ates of  the  conspirators  who  do  not  join  in  the  commission  of  these 
erimes  content  themselves  with  feeble  whispers  of  pretended  disap- 
proval of  the  conduct  of  those  who  do,  while  they  are  ready  to  profit  by 
it,  to  screen  and  defend  it,  and  to  accept  the  offices  and  political  power 
▼hich  it  enables  them  to  usurp.  It  is  quite  immaterial  whether  such 
men  join  the  mob  or  not. 

THE  DUTY  OF  OONGBESS. 

When  such  a  state  of  things  becomes  established  and  permanent,  a 
wakm  question  of  Constitutional  duty  presents  itself  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Oongress:  Gan  it  in  such  case  affect  the  matter  that  a  few  of 
the  colored  race  are  permitted  to  perform  the  idle  ceremony  of  deposit- 
ing ballots  which  do  not  affect  the  result  t  Is  not  the  whole  race  dis- 
f^sochised  by  the  practical  denial  and  entire  abridgment  of  its  right 
tovotet 

We  would  deal  with  this  question  with  the  caution  due  to  its  gravity. 
Ihe  American  people  mean  to  award  to  every  section  and  State  and 
individual  their  fullest  Oonstitutional  rights.  They  will  bear  much,  as 
they  have  .already  borne  much,  rather  than  resort  to  questionable  or 
even  to  unusual  remedies.  But  they  cannot  permit  a  minority  in  the 
States  above  mentioned,  or  in  any  one  of  them,  to  double  its  political 
power  by  fraud  or  force,  and  thereby  to  impose  upon  the  wlude  country 
legislation  or  administration  to  which  the  mcgority  has  never  given  its 
assent  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  returning  conscience  of  Mississippi, 
or  such  preventive  or  remedial  laws  as  Ckmgress  may  enact,  may  pre- 
vent such  a  condition  of  things  from  becoming  permanent  in  that  State, 
as  shall  compel  Congress  to  enter  upon  the  discns^n  whether  her  repre- 
sentation in  Congress  must  be  diminished  by  a  number  proportioned 
to  these  of  her  legal  voters  whose  right  of  suffrage  is  practically  and 
eiEKtively  denied. 

Ko  election  for  national  officers  was  pending  in  Mississippi  in  1883. 
Ko  national  issues  were  involved,  unless  the  legislature  then  chosen 
should  be  called  upon  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  But  the  contest  was  between  a  great  national  organization 
and  its  opponents.  To  overcome  these  opponents  by  terror  and  crime 
in  one  year  will  surely  and  inevitably  prevent  them  from  asserting  their 
freedom  the  next  year.  W9  cannot  doubt  that  the  methods  which  deter- 
mined the  election  of  county  officers  in  Copiah  County  in  1883  will  be  in 
fnU  operation  so  far  as  they  may  be  needed  in  determining  the  vote  of 
MiSBiBsippi  for  Presidential  electors  and  members  of  Congress  in  1884. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  COlOaTTBE, 

lu  obedience  to  the  resolation  of  the  Senate,  the  committee  have  in- 
'  TAstigated  the  occarrenoes  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in  OopifiA  Goonty. 
They  have  been  unable  in  the  time  they  conld  properly  devote  to  this 
object  to  gain  any  farther  evidence  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Gonstita- 
tional  rights  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  not  dwelling  in  Copiah  than 
IS  afforded  by  what  was  proved  before  them  of  the  similarity  of  charac- 
ter and  opinion  of  the  people  of  that  coonty,  and  of  the  rest  of  the  State, 
from  numerous  extracts  from  the  press  which  were  laid  before  them, 
from  evidence  taken  by  the  Senate  or  House  in  former  years,  and  firom 
an  unsworn  narrative  of  events  in  the  neighboring  county  of  Madison, 
sent  ms  by  Judge  Ware,  assistant  United  States  district  attorney,  in 
answer  to  an  attack  upon  him  contained  in  a  newspaper,  and  receii^ed 
by  the  committee  imdeference  to  the  desire  of  two  of  their  associates. 

CHABAOTEB  OF  COPIAH  COUNTY. 

Copiah  is  a  county  of  a  little  less  than  35  by  40  miles  in  extent  It 
contained  in  1880  a  total  population  of  27,552,  of  which  13,101  were 
whites  and  14,442  colored.  Its  county-seat  was  Hazlehurst,  a  little 
town  containing  463  inhabitants.  It  is  divided  for  election  purposes 
into*  Ave  precincts,  called  beats,  whose  population,  according  to  the 
census  of  1880,  was  as  follows : 


Bflttt 

White. 

Colmd. 

Tn^l— ^ 

Total 

1 

8,414 
4,820 
1,886 
1,294 
2,787 

4,104 

5S 

7,Stt 
8,89 

2 

8 

6 

1 

8,  an 

4,171 

4 

5 

«,4M 

Total . 

18,101 

14,442 

0 

27,  SB 

The  population  is  chiefly  farmers  and  planters  of  cotton.  The  whites 
were  shown  by  the  testimony  of  many  Democratic  witnesses  to  stand 
high  in  character  and  intelligence,  as  compared  with  the  people  of  their 
race  throughout  the  State.  Ko  question  was  made  that  the  colored  peo- 
ple were  quiet,  orderly,  industrious,  and  law-abiding.  The  superintend- 
ent of  schools  testified  that  there  were  sixty-five  colored  schools  in  1883, 
which  number  increased  in  1884,  with  an  average  of  thirty  to  thirty-five 
scholars.  He  further  testified  that  the  teachers  of  these  schools  were 
all  colored,  generally,  perhaps  altogether,  Republicans  in  politics,  com- 
ing up  to  a  high  and  strict  standard  of  moral  character  and  of  literary 
attainment,  and  of  great  influence  with  their  race. 

The  county  had  been  Republican  since  the  readmission  of  the  State 
until  1875.  In  that  year  the  State  was  carried  by  tiie  Democrats  by  the 
processes  which  have  been  made  familiar  by  the  report  of  the  spedid 
committee  of  the  Senate  who  investigated  the  election.  Since  then  the 
vote  has  been  close.  The  majority  of  the  county  officers  have  been 
Democrats;  but  the  Republicans  had  chosen  a  majority  of  the  super- 
visors; a  board  invested  with  the  power  of  assessing  taxes,  directing 
the  county  expenditure,  and  selecting  grand  jurors. 

PBBPABINa  FOB  THB  ELEOTION. 

November  6, 1883,  an  election  was  held  for  county  officers,  including 
sheriff,  district  attorney,  supervisors,  and  clerk  of  the  courts,  and  for 
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members  of  the  Stote  legislature.  The  Bepublicans  made  no  nomina- 
tioDs  of  their  own  for  these  offices,  but  all  the  opponents  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  united  under  the  name  of  Independents,  and  placed  in 
nomination  a  ticket  composed  entirely  of  white  men,  who  were  conceded 
by  the  Democratic  witnesses  before  the  committee  to  be  excellent  men, 
unexceptionable  in  point  of  character  and  ability.  The  Democratic 
candidate  for  district  attorney  statod  in  his  campaign  speech  that  ^Hhere 
could  be  no  objectiouB  made  against  the  Independent  ticket,  and  if  the 
county  affairs  fell  into  their  hands,  they  could  rest  assured  they  were 
in  aafe  and  good  hands."  All  were  natives  of  the  county,  belonging  to 
respectable  fiamiliea.  As  the  canvass  went  on,  it  became  known  that 
some  five  to  seven  hundred  white  men,  who  had  previously  acted  with 
tiie  Democratic  party,  had  joined  the  Independents,  and  that  this  was 
Ukdv  to  render  certain  the  defeat  of  the  Democrats.  To  prevent  this 
result,  and  maintain  Democratic  ascendency,  was  unquestionably  the 
motive  for  the  crimes  which  it  becomes  our  duty  to  detail. 

PSOOEEBINGS  OF  THE  ABMED  OOMPANY. 

A  company,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  was 
Ofguiized  under  the  command  of  Erastus  Wheeler,  who  had  the  title 
of  migor.  These  men  were  mounted,  ninety  of  them  ieuined  with  guns, 
the  remainder  with  pistols,  buckled  round  them,  army  style,  or  hanging 
on  the  boms  of  their  saddles.  Of  this  company,  Mr.  Barksdale,  the 
member  of  Congress  fh)m  that  district,  testified:  ^^The  procession,  so 
fiv  as  I  knew,  the  citizens  who  composed  it,  were  among  the  best  in  the 
county,  a  good  many  of  them  planters  and  men  of  various  professions, 
living  in  the  country.''  This  opinion  is  abundantly  supported  by  that 
of  many  other  witnesses,  and  controverted  by  none. 

This  company  began  its  operations  about  the  time  when  the  debate 
dosed,  some  fourteen  days  before  the  election.  It  does  not  appear  that 
any  Bepublican  speech  was  made  in  the  county  after  the  Democratic 
'^procession,"  to  use  the  euphemism  of  their  member  of  Oongress,  began 
to  move. 

Beat  3  had  been  a  Bepublican  stronghold.  The  population  consisted 
of  2,338  colored  persons  and  1,536  whites.  But  pi^es  in  this  precinct 
▼ere  by  no  means  divided  by  a  color  line.  A  considerable  number  of 
white  men,  formerly  Democrats,  were  enlisted  in  the  Independent  move- 
ment About  two  weeks  before  the  election,  the  armed  company  above 
named  began  riding  about  the  country,  taking  with  them  a  cannon. 
They  hegsai  operations  at  the  lower  end  of  Beat  3,  but  for  twelve  days 
ranged  over  the  county.  Their  operations  were  very  largely  conducted 
at  night.  They  kept  up  a  constant  firing  with  their  guns  and  cannon. 
The  cannon  was  burst,  but  was  replaced  by  another.  These  disturb- 
ances, which  are  compared  by  several  witnesses  who  had  been  soldiers 
to  the  firing  in  a  hotly-contested  battle,  were  committed  in  the  dead  of 
night  in  the  localities  where  the  colored  \)eople  dwelt  in  large  numbers. 
They  kUled,  wounded,  whipped,  and  otherwise  outraged  a  large  number 
of  persons.  In  two  or  three  cases  it  is  claimed  that  the  person  ii\jured 
had  a  personal  enemy  who  had  joined  the  Democratic  mob,  and  under 
the  cover  of  their  society  had  gratified  his  own  hatred.  In  one  instance 
and  perhaps  in  two  this  may  be  true,  but  in  every  case  proved  before 
the  committee  the  persons  committing  the  crimes  avowed  it  as  their 
purpose  to  carry  the  election  for  the  Democrats.    In  every  instance  the 

Kwa  committing  the  offonse  was  a  Democrat  and  the  victim  a  Eepub- 
n  or  Independent. 
8.  Rep.  512 u 
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MUBDEB  OF  TOM  WALLIS. 

Between  1  and  2  o'clock  of  Thursday  night,  ten  days  before  the  elec- 
tion, Tom  Wallis,  a  respectable  colored  man,  waA  in  bed  in  his  own 
hopse  with  his  wife ;  their  baby  and  a  little  son  were  with  them  at  that 
end  of  the  house :  two  sons  occupied  the  other  part  of  the  dwelling. 
He  was  a  Republican  and  had  taken  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  politics. 
The  mob  broke  into  his  house,  took  him  from  his  bed,  and  attempted  to 
throw  a  rope  over  his  neck.  As  he  threw  up  his  arm  to  prevent  them 
he  was  shot,  five  guns  being  fired,  and  instantly  killed,  faUing  upon 
the  skirt  of  his  wife's  dress.  One  ball  went  through  the  neck  of  the 
husband  and  the  arm  of  the  wife.  There  were  about  twenty  persons 
armed  and  mounted  who  came  to  the  house.  The  road  fbr  30  yards 
firom  the  gate  was  ftill  of  armed  horsemen.  They  left  at  the  house  a  rope, 
and  a  leather  strap  made  of  a  piece  which  looked  like  a  gin-belt^  with  a 
handle  about  18  inches  long.  They  subsequently  passed  resolutions, 
which  were  sent  to  Mr.  Erastns  4iatthews  by  five  or  six  men  ^^  with 
guns  at  their  hips,"  that  if  <*  Frank  Thompson,  Marion  McCree,  Joel 
East,  or  Tom  Wharton,"  who  were  four  of  the  principals  in  the  trans- 
action, ^^  was  injured  in  any  way,  they  would  hold  the  Matthews  broth- 
ers responsible."  The  Matthews  brothers,  as  will  hereafter  appear, 
were  prominent  Bepublicans.  The  newspapers  state  that  Mrs.  Wallis 
has  died  of  her  wounds  since  her  examination  by  the  committee. 

On  the  Friday  night  before  the  election  they  came  to  the  Isham  Oil- 
more  house  again,  firing  off  their  guns  about  it;  some  of  the  shot 
struck  the  house.  At  the  same  time  they  burst  open  the  door  of  Isham 
Gilmore,  a  colored  man  in  the  neighborhood.  There  were  twenty  or 
thirty  of  them.  Wheeler^  who  was  in  command,  took  a  light  and  said 
(we  give  Oilmore's  narrative) : 

''  Hello,  Isham,  come  oat  and  set  down,  and  let  as  talk  aboat  politics."    I  wooldn't 

f>  oat.  The  reason  I  woaldn't  go  oat,  I  thoaght  of  old  man  Wallis,  and  thought  if 
got  oat  there,  while  I  was  talking  with  him  some  of  them  might  come  and  throw  a 
rope  oyer  my  head,  and  so  I  told  them,  **  No.  I  didn't  want  to  talk  about  poUtioB ;  I 
had  no  politics  to  talk  about.''  Ue  says,  '*  Well,  by  God,  what  is  yoa  gwtne  to  votef 
I  said,  **  I  don't  know  what  Fm  gwine  to  yote."  He  answered  me  back,  and  says, 
"  By  Qod,  if  yon  are  going  to  vote  the  Radical  ticket  yon  needn't  come  on  the  groand, 
bat  if  yoa  are  going  to  YOte  the  Democratio  ticket  yoa  can  come ;  by  God,  we  are 
going  to  kill  oat  the  whole  God  damn  seed  and  genwation  of  RadioaUsm."  •  •  * 
when  they  went  oat  the  eate  that  night  I  went  oat  the  back  door,  and  I  neyer  went 
back,  bnt  strayed  oat  ana  onl^  went  in  the  day,  and  lay  aronnd  in  the  fielda.  «  *  ' 
The  day  I  went  there,  Mr.  Matthews  there  gaye  me  the  ticket,  and  I  simply  thonsht 
to  myself,  now  I  have  got  the  ticket  in  my  nand,  and  rather  than  to  take  the  ticcet 
and  go  back  home  I  am  going  to  vote  the  ticket.  If  they  dont  kill  me  here  to-day 
they  won't  see  me  till  tibie  thing  will  be  done. 

Gilmore  voted,  but  he  staid  in  the  wood$  for  three  weeks.  He  tes- 
tified that  nearly  the  whole  setUement,  a  large  settlement  of  colored 
people,  did  the  same. 

WHIPPING  OP  HAia)Y  POBTNEB. 

On  the  night  that  Wallis  was  killed,  a  little  before  10  o^dook,  the 
same  crowd  went  to  the  hoase  of  an  old  man  named  Handy  Fortner. 
About  twenty  of  them  took  Fortner  firom  his  hoose  three  or  four  hun- 
dred yards  to  a  place  in  the  woods.  They  compelled  two  other  colored 
men  whom  they  found  in  the  house  to  hold  him  on  the  ground  whUe 
they  inflicted  a  most  brutal  and  cruel  whipping.  This  was  partly  done 
with  a  rope  and  partly  with  a  strap,  probablytfae  same  that  was  after- 
ward left  at  the  scene  of  the  murder  of  wallis.    He  was  terribly 
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lacerated.  While  they  were  beating  him  they  asked  him  <<how  he 
was  going  to  vote."  He  was  a  Republican,  bat  he  told  them,  in  his 
terror  and  agony,  that  <^  he  was  going  to  vote  the  Democratic  tickets" 
They  told  him  ^'if  he  voted  the  Bepnblican  ticket  they  woold  blow  his 
brains  oat."  They  also  whipped  the  two  colored  men  whom  they  found 
in  the  house,  to  compel  them  to  hold  Fortner,  and  accused  them  of 
being  Bepublicans,  and  of  voting  with  Matthews.  The  colored  men, 
thoagh  in  fact  Bepublicans,  promised  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Some  of  the  guns  in  the  hands  of  these  ruffians  were  new,  and  seemed 
like  Army  or  State  guns. 

SHOOTINGS  OF  FRANK  HATES. 

The  Saturday  night  before  the  election,  about  fifty  of  the  same  party 
broke  into  the  house  of  Frank  Hayes,  a  colored  Bepnblican,  where  he 
and  his  wife  were  in  bed  asleep.  They  shot  him  in  the  leg,  which  was 
broken  by  the  shot.  His  wife  was  also  shot  in  the  throat  and  through 
the  shoulder.  Hayes  was  badly  wounded,  and  disabled  for  any  work, 
▼hen  he  appeared  before  the  committee  on  the  23d  of  February. 

BUBNING  OF  DANIEL  OBITMP'S  HOUSE. 

About  a  ?reek  before  the  election  a  party  of  Democrats  set  fire  to  the 
boose  of  Daniel  Crump.  This  was  about  10  o'clock  at  night  Orump 
and  bis  sons  tried  to  extinguish  the  llames,  but  were  shot  at  by  the 
crowd  and  prevented.  The  house  was  totally  destroyed.  About  twenty 
persons  were  said  to  have  been  there,  of  whom  Orump  recognized  two, 
Little  and  Norman.  His  house  and  all  his  clothing  aiid  property  were 
burned  np.  This  was  a  clear,  plain  case  of  arson,  which,  by  the  law  of 
MisBissippi,  is  ca[>ital  and  not  bailable.  Crump  made  a  complaint  to 
HiUer,  the  Democratic  district  attorney.  They  were  arrested,  but  were 
allowed  bail.  A  few  nights  after  twenty-five  men  came  to  his  place 
and  threatened  to  kill  Crump  if  he  did  not  withdraw  his  complaint, 
which  he  did.  They  told  him  Matthews  was  dead,  they  thought  Oliver 
was  dead,  and  Mose  Smith  about  dead.  They  reckoned  to  kill  him 
that  night,  and  then  the  main  people  would  be  dead.  They  visited 
him  again  the  Wednesday  after  the  election  and  beat  his  son  and  son- 
m-iaw,  who  voted  the  Independent  ticket,  saying  they  were  going  to 
whip  every  one  who  voted.  Crump  had  a  lawsuit  pending  with  Little, 
which,  in  all  probability,  increased  Little's  rancor.  But  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  crime  was  one  of  the  series  of  outrages  committed 
for  the  purpose  of  striking  terror  into  the  opponents  of  Democracy  in 
Copiah  Ooonty. 

TASIKa  BEPDBIilOAN  TICKBTS. 

Orange  Oatchings  was  an  old  man  living  in  Beat  6.  The  Bepublican 
tickets  were  sent  out  to  him  on  the  Saturday  before  the  elation.  He 
had  given  them  to  a  neighbor  named  William  Campbell  to  distribute 
election  day.  On  Monday  night  he  heard  the  Democratic  mob  shoot- 
ing in  his  vicinity  and  saw  them  ride  by  ^Mike  men  on  dress  parade." 
TbBy  were  armed  with  guns.  About  4  o^clock  Tuesday  morning  they 
came  to  his  house,  cursed  him,  and  threatened  to  shoot  him,  telling  him 
if  he  did  not  produce  the  tickets  they  would  kill  him.  Catchings's  wife 
told  them  the  tickets  had  been  sent  to  Campbell.  The  crowd  took 
Catehings  with  them  down  to  Campbell's  and  there  took  the  tickets  and 
Allowed  him  to  return  home.    They  further  said,  ^*  Don't  you  go  to  the 
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polls.  If  yoa  are  going  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  come  od«  and 
tell  all  the  balance  of  the  negroes  if  they  are  going  to  vote  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket  to  come  on  to  the  polls ;  if  not,  stay  away."  Oatchings  did 
not  YOte.  The  other  colored  people  in  his  neighborhood  fled  to  the 
woods. 

JACK  THOMPSON  WABNED  TO  LEAVE  THE  OOUNTBY. 

Jack  Thompson  was  a  colored  man  fifty  years  old,  living  ifi  Beat  3,  and 
owning  property  there.  He  had  canvassed  the  connty  for  seven  weda. 
He  was  warned  by  a  white  Democratic  friend  with  whom  he  was  raised, 
and  who  had  known  him  all  his  life,  that  he  had  better  leave  the  coonty, 
and  by  a  woman  who  lived  with  a  colored  man  who  had  been  with  the 
bulldozing  crowd  that  they  were  going  to  make  him  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  or  kill  him.  He  saw  a  large  number  of  them  ride  by  on 
Sunday  evening  armed,  about  one  hund»9d  in  number,  some  with  veals 
over  their  faces.  The  cannon  and  guns  were  firing.  He  mounted  his 
horse  and  left  the  country. 

SWOBN  NOT  TO  VOTE. 

At  one  o'clock  Monday  night  before  the  election  the  <^  prooession" 
visited  the  house  of  Benjamin  Sandiford,  a  colored  Bepublican,  in  Beat 
6.  His  yard  was  filled  with  horses  and  men.  They  dragged  him  mi* 
dressed  from  Us  bed  into  the  yard,  seriously  injuring  him  by  striking 
against  the  door  x>ost,  and  compelled  him  to  swear  that  he  would  not  go 
to  the  polls.  They  returned  two  hours  later  and  cried  <<  Bring  in  yoai 
rope  and  let  us  hang  the  damned  son  of  a  bitch.''  The  negro  had  left 
his  house  and  lay  concealed  in  his  garden,  and  so  escaped. 

VISITATION  OF  SOLOMON  SMITH. 

Solomon  Smith  lived  in  Beat  2.  They  came  to  his  house  Monday 
nighty  just  at  dawn  of  day.  He  had  heard  them  riding  round  said  firiig 
all  night.  They  rode  round  his  house,  broke  down  tibie  door,  went  in, 
and  a&ed  him  for  the  tickets.  He  was  the  Sepublican  ticket  distrib- 
uter. They  said,  <<Ood  damn  you,  give  up  the  tickets,  or  we  will  shoot 
you."  He  gave  up  the  tickets.  One  of  the  ruffluis  knocked  him  down 
and  beat  him  over  the  head  with  a  large  horse-pistol.  They  took  the 
tickets  away.  He  thinks  they  ^^  made  a  clean  sweep"  of  the  houses  in 
his  neighborhood.  Their  horses  seemed  ^^  clean  rode  to  death."  He 
was  too  badly  ii^jured  to  go  to  vote  the  next  day. 

THE  "PEOCBSSION"  AT  WALLACE  GILMORE'S. 

About  two  or  three  o'clock  on  the  night  before  the  election  the  ^< pro- 
cession" visited  the  house  of  Wallace  Oilmore,  an  old  colored  mmu 
They  broke  in  his  door  as  he  lay  in  bed  with  his  wife;  He  counted 
nine  who  came  into  the  house,  and  fifteen  more  at  the  door,  besides  a 
large  crowd  out  at  the  fence.  They  were  armei  with  double-batreled 
guns  and  pistols.  They  dragged  him  out  of  the  house,  compelled  him 
to  get  on  his  knees,  presented  pistols  to  his  face,  demanded  how  he  was 
going  to  vote,  and  told  him  if  he  was  going  to  veto  the  Index>endeDt 
ticket  be  had  better  <'  dig  bis  hole  and  make  his  box  before  he  went" 
They  also  told  him  Print  Matthews  would  be  killed  the  next  day. 
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THOMAS  SmOLAlB'S  EXPERIENCE. 

Thomas  Sinclair,  a  colored  man,  living  in  Beat  3,  was  the  Democratio 
candidate  for  secretary  of  state  in  1869.  He  owns  abont  a  thonsand 
acres  of  land,  a  steam  mi]],  and  good  stocl^  of  all  kinds — sheep,  cows, 
hogs,  oxen,  wagons,  mnles,  and  horses.  He  had  joined  the  Independ- 
ent party,  but  left  the  coanty  for  fear  of  injury.  He  saw  these  bands 
ridmg  by  his  door.  They  were  all  white  Democrats.  He  says  the  col- 
ored peopM  generally  left  their  homes  and  fled  to  the  woods.  He  would 
gladly  sell  his  property  for  half  its  value  and  go  where  he  could  feel 
rhat  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  country  he  lives  in. 

METHODS  OF  THEABHED  COMPANY. 

William  Jordan  was  a  colored  man  living  in  Beat  3.  About  one  hour 
before  day,  Sunday  morning  before  election,  the  door  of  his  house  was 
broken  open  by  a  crowd.  Six  or  seven  presented  pistols  at  his  head. 
About  twenty  entered  his  house.  They  told  him  to  go  to  the  door  and 
loolt;  that  they  had  600  outside.  He  looked  out  and  saw  a  large  crowd 
on  horseback.    He  tells  the  rest  of  the  story  as  follows: 

They  asked  me  how  it  was  with  me  and  politics  to-night.  I  told  them  I  didn't 
know  anything  about  politics.  They  asked  me  didn't  I  Join  a  olnb  down  here  at  John 
Smith's.  I  touk  them  no,  I  never  Joined  a  clnb  in  my  life.  They  said  they  were  going 
Aioiisd  to  tell  we  black  P^le  how  to  yote,  and  they  said  they  were  not  jy^ing  to  vote 
hot  one  ticket  at  Tailhoit,Taesday  morning,  and  that  was  the  Demooratio  ticket,  and 
if  I  thought  I  couldn't  stomach  the  Democratic  ticket  I  hadn't  better  come  around  at 
all;  if  I  voted  any  other  ticket  except  the  Democratic  ticket  they  were  going  to  start 
Wednesday  night  after  the  election  and  have  a  regular  hog-kiUing  time ;  and  they 
«id  ihey  were  going  to  take  some  of  the  leaders  first.  Thev  told  me  to  stay  in  my 
house.  If  I  went  to  running  about  I  monght  get  shot,  and  they  would  be  back  ba> 
twixt  DOW  and  election  to  see.    So  I  went  to  the  woods. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  the  woods  f — ^A^  Exactly  one  week. 

STOBE  SHOT  INTO. 

John  Smith  has  lived  in  Be^'t  3  fifty  years.  Owns  land,  houses,  and 
cattle.  He  slept  on  the  counter  in  his  store.  Saturday  or  Sunday,  in 
the  ni^t,  they  shot  into  his  store.  The  bullets  ranged  along  where  he 
wa8  in  the  liabit  of  sleeping.  He  got  news  that  they  were  going  to  kill 
him.  and  took  to  the  woods,  where  he  remained  a  little  more  than  a 
week. 

MBANINO  OF  THE  NIGHT  BIDING. 

Alex.  (Johagen,  colored,  owned  property  in  beat  3,  for  which  he  paid 
about  ten  thonsand  dollars.  Five  men  came  to  his  door  Sunday  night 
before  the  election.  They  told  him  they  had  144  men  altogether.  There 
was  agang  at  the  gate.  He  afterward  heard  the  firing,  and  judged  the 
numbed  stated  was  correct.  The  men  who  came  to  his  door  went  in,  sat 
down,  and  asked  him  how  politics  was  running  in  that  part  of  the 
county,  and  told  him,  *' All  we  mean  is  this — we  mean  to  carry  this  elec- 
tion at  all  hazards.  We  are  tired  of  Bepublican  rule  here  and  we  don't 
intend  to  have  any  more  of  it"  They  then  asked  if  he  had  heard  of 
the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis.   He  went  to  the  polls,  but  did  not  vote. 

HOW  GOLOBKD  MEN  WEBE  INDUCED  NOT  TO  VOTE. 

Very  early  on  the  same  Sunday  night  six  men  entered  the  house  of 
ieff  Shields,  who  lived  in  Beat  3.    There  were  about  one  hundred  out- 
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side  armed  with  guDB  and  piBtolB.  They  told  him  they  were  round  elec- 
tioneering, and  demanded  whom  he  was  going  to  vote  for.  One  of  them 
pnt  a  piBtol  to  his  breast  and  demanded  that  he  should  promise  to  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  threatened  to  kill  him  if  he  refused.  He 
said  <^I  can't  do  that;  I  never  did  it  in  my  life."  One  of  them  said, 
^'  Throw  that  rope  in  here ;  we  will  hang  him."  They  began  to  prepare  the 
rope,  and  he  finally  promised  that  he  would  stay  at  home  and  not  vote. 
Erastus  Wheeler,  the  murderer,  came  onto  the  door-step  and  said,  <<01<1 
man.  by  God,  I  want  to  know  how  you  are  going  to  vote."  Shields  re- 
plied, "  I  told  those  gentlemen;  I  can  tell  you  no  more."  Wheeler  re- 
piled,  ^^  If  you  leave  here  Tuesday  to  go  to  Tailholt,  intentionally  to  vote 
the  Independent  ticket,  you  will  have  somebody  digging  your  grave, 
for  I  will  put  you  into  the  earth  as  certain  as  hell."  Shields  thinks  no 
colored  men  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  but  those  that  were  over- 
powered. 

FOBOED  TO  SWBAB  TO  VOTE  THE  DEMOOBATIO  TICKET. 

Just  before  midnight  on  Saturday  they  broke  open  the  house  of  Na- 
poleon Demar,  a  colored  man.  They  threw  a  rope  round  his  neck, 
struck  him  with  a  gun,  and  compelled  him  to  hold  up  his  hand  ana 
swear  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  His  house  was  surrounded  by 
armed  men  on  horseback.  He  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  elec- 
tion. 

On  Sunday  night  thirty-five  or  forty  of  them  went  to  the  house  of 
Henry  Edwards,  a  colored  Eepublican.  This  was  about  an  hour  before 
midnight.  One  of  them  presented  a  pistol  to  his  face;  asked  him  if  he 
was  going  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  The  negro  at  first  not  reply- 
ing, they  threw  a  rope  round  his  neck  and  choked  him  till  he  prom- 
ised to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  They  then  left  him  with  the  warn- 
ing that  if  he  voted  any  other  way  they  would  return  Wednesday  night* 

OTHEB  ASSAULTS. 

One  of  the  party  was  seen  on  election  *day  with  blood  on  his  shirt, 
which  he  said  came  from  a  negro  named  Mose  Smith,  from  whom  he 
had  taken  Eepublican  tickets,  and  whom  he  had  knocked  down  with  a 
"navy  six." 

Shortly  before  the  election  a  meeting  was  appointed  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  colored  Bepublican  club.  A  party  of  white  Democrats,  inclod- 
ing  Hargrave's  brother  of  the  Democratic  sheriff;  Hart,  who  shot  Bur- 
nett; Bailey  and  Morrison,  two  Democratic  lawyers,  and  others,  rode 
over,  broke  up  the  meeting,  and  compelled  Oliver,  who  was  to  speak, 
to  ride  before  them  back  to  Hazlehurst.  The  church  was  burned  the 
following  night.  Oliver  fled  to  the  woods,  where  he  lay  several  weeks, 
only  returning  after  getting  a  promise  of  protection  from  Meade,  the 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee. 

David  Bell  was  chairman  of  the  Bepublican  executive  committee,  and 
inspector  at  the  polls  at  Gall  man  precinct.  The  Monday  night  before 
tlie  election  some  fifteen  or  twenty  men  broke  into  his  house.  He  made 
his  escape  in  his  night-clothes  with  one  severe  blow.  He  supported  the 
Independent  ticket,  except  district  attorney,  for  which  office  he  sup- 
ported Miller,  the  Democrat.  Miller  obtained  for  him  the  place  of  mee- 
senger  at  the  State-house.  He  refused  to  give  the  committee  the  names 
of  the  persons  who  drove  him  from  his  house. 
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THE  BAND  AT  AINSWOBTH'S  STOBE. 

J.  W.  BoDdiirant  is  an  active  Bepablicati,  a  white  man,  dwelling  in 
Beat  3.  On  Friday  niglit  before  the  election  he  saw  this  armed  and 
moonted  band,  about  150  in  number,  at  Ainsworth's  Store,  a  neighbor- 
hood where  many  colored  people  live.  The  mob  shot  off  their  pistols 
and  cannon,  and  *^ hollered  and  whooped  and  yelled  around."  Ormond 
bad  made  a  Bepublican  speech,  and  it  was  reported  that  they  were  try- 
ing to  get  hold  of  him.  Bondnrant,  and  Ormond,  and  Erastus  Matthews, 
a  brother  of  Print  Matthews,  who  was  afterward  murdered,  went  up  to 
Erastus  Matthews's  store.  The  Democratic  band  came  round  the  store 
shouting,  "  Somebody  had  better  get  away  from  here."  They  turned 
their  cannon  toward  the  store  and  shot  it,  one  of  them  crying,  "Put  a 
log  chain  in  it  and  shoot  the  damn  thing."  Wheeler  was  in  command. 
They  rode  away  and  rode  back  and  fired  their  guns  into  the  store,  first 
two  pistols  or  guns,  and  then  a  continual  firing.  Two  balls  passed  be- 
tween Erastus  Matthews  and  Bondurant,  who  were  about  a  foot  apart. 
There  were  also  cries,  "Bring  them  out  and  swing  them  up  to  a  limb." 
This  was  between  9  and  10  o^clock  Friday  night  before  the  election. 

The  next  Monday  Bondurant  saw  a  young  man  named  Higdon, 
whom  he  knew,  who  belonged  to  the  company,  and  told  him  of  the 
alarm  felt  by  bis  sisters  and  other  female  relatives  in  his  house.  The 
reply  was  that  "  no  Democratic  women  were  scared."  Dr.  Jones  asked 
;oong  Digdon  what  his  father  thought  of  it.  He  replied,  "  He  told  me 
ti  go  ahead  and  carry  the  election." 

TACTICS  AT  POLITICAL  MEETINGS. 

His  impracticable  to  relate  with  full  detail  the  greater  part  of  the 
OQtrages.  Burnet,  the  chairman  of  the  Independent  executive  com- 
nittee,  was  advertised  to  speak  at  White  Oak  Church.  When  he  got 
there  he  found  Hargraves,  the  Democratic  sheriff,  Meade,  the  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  and  Dodds,  a  prominent  Demo- 
cratic lawyer,  and  Fulgum,  Democratic  candidate  fbr  supervisor  in  Beat 
4.  The  Democrats  came  in  whooping  and  yelling  in  crowds.  Fulgum  ac- 
costed Burnet  and  told  him,  "We  are  having  i>eace  and  quiet  down  here, 
and  we  don't  want  any  speaking."  Burnet  replied,  "  Mr.  Fulgum,  I 
want  you  to  understand  that  I  didn't  come  here  to  break  up  your  peace 
asd  quiet;  I  did  not  come  here  to  make  any  incendiary  speeches  or 
anjthiog  of  that  kind,  but  I  came  here  to  exercise  a  right  that  is  guar- 
anteed by  the  Constitution."  "  Well,"  he  said,  "I  have  come  to  you  to 
tell  you  that  we  don't  want  any  speaking,  and  you  had  better  not  speak." 
Burnet  replied,  "  I  came  here  to  speak,  and  I  am  going  to  speak,  and 
JOQ  men  here  can  murder  me  if  you  feel  so  dispos^  ]  but  I  will  guar- 
antee to  you  one  thing,  that  I  am  going  to  kill  some  of  you  whenever 
you  attempt  to  do  it ;  I  am  going  to  speak  right  here  on  this  ground. 
It  is  my  meeting;  you  were  not  invited  here,  and  you  are  trying  to  in- 
timidate me  and  keep  me  from  speaking."  The  ruffians  seem  to  have 
been  somewhat  daunted,  but  demanded  a  division  of  time,  to  which 
Boraet  consented.  But,  in  violation  of  the  agreeuieot,  Meade  made  a 
Tiolent  and  abusive  8])eech  after  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  of  the  Independent  executive  committee,  held  at  Hazle-  * 
hnrst  the  day  before  election,  was  broken  up  by  the  approach  of  the 
armed  mob.    Enochs,  the  Independent  candidate  for  chancery  clerk,  was 
advised  by  a  Democratic  friend  to  leave  town  the  day  before  election, 
ihich  he  did. 
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ESCAPE  OP  INDEPENDENT  LEADERS. 

Joseph  P.  Jones,  the  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  who  had 
lived  in  the  coanty  from  infancy,  was  warned  that  three  men  had  been 
elected  to  kill  him  on  the  first  opportunity.  On  Tuesday  evening,  about 
two  weeks  before  the  election,  he  rode  up  to  a  place  by  the  road-side 
Inhere  about  forty  Democrats  were  in  consultation.  A  proposition  was 
made  to  take  him  off  his  horse  and  hang  him,  but  the  migority,  fortu- 
nately, were  against  it.  After  the  election  forty  or  fifty  men  went  to 
his  house  armed,  for  the  purpose  of  hanging  him,  but  he  had  received 
iBiraming  and  made  his  escape  ixom  the  county. 

At  a  political  meeting  held  some  time  befoi^i  election,  near  Erastus 
Matthews's  store,  Charles  Allen,  then  and  now  clerk  of  the  Democratic 
executive  committee,  moved  that  they  ^<go  into  Matthews's  store  and 
buy  a  rope  and  take  Buf kin  out  and  hang  him."  Bufkin  was  an  infla- 
ential  Independent ;  served  in  the  Confederate  army;  had  beentreas- 
arer  of  the  county,  and  was  then  supervisor  in  Beat  3. 

PURPOSE  AND  RESUIiT  OF  THESE  OFFENSES. 

As  a  result  of  all  these  proceedings  the  Bepublican  meetings  ceased  a 
fortnight  before  the  election.  There  was  a  reign  of  terror  sJl  through 
the  county.  The  negroes  fled  to  the  woods.  There  was  no  desire  tc 
conceal  the  purpose  of  these  crimes  by  the  men  who  committed  them. 
Williamson,  the  mayor  of  Hazlehurst,  a  Democrat,  testified  that  theii 
purpose  was  to  carry  the  election. 

Bufkin,  a  Democrat,  testified  that  he  asked  Higdon,  one  of  the  leaders, 
if  they  were  going  to  kill  anybody,  and  he  said  yes.  As  he  passed  a 
mounted  crowd,  Womack,  a  Democrat,  asked  him  if  he  didn^  know 
what  was  up ;  said  they  were  going  to  clean  out  Beat  3 ;  going  to  clean 
it  out  by  Monday  night;  going  to  be  ready  by  Tuesday  morning  to  carry 
their  beat. 

A  Democratic  newspaper  said:  ^<The  Crystal  Springs  cannon  is  doing 
good  work  for  us  in  Beat  3.'' 

The  Bepublicans  sat  in  their  houses  every  night  expecting  to  be 
taken  out  and  killed.  The  crowd  were  heard  to  say  they  would  cany 
the  election  or  kill  every  Bepublican  in  Beat  3. 

Wheeler  made  several  speeches.  In  one  he  said  they  had  spent  a 
good  deal  of  time  trying  to  persuade  the  negro  to  vote  their  way,  and 
now  they  had  set  out  to  undertake  to  make  him.    In  another  he  said: 

They  were  ont  eleotioneeriDg ;  that  they  didn't  expect  to  ooaz  theae  colored  people 
an V  longer  to  vote ;  they  expected  them  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  if  they 
did  not,  he  would  kill  them  outright ;  that  he  had  pnlled  several  of  tnem  ont  and 
made  them  say  they  would  do  it,  and  that  that  election  had  to  be  carried  at  all 
hazards. 

The  audience  "  cheered  him  terribly.'^  At  the  same  or  another  speech 
he  said,  "  They  were  going  to  cany  Beat  3.  If  they  could  not  persuade 
the  negroes,  they  were  going  to  kill  out  the  leaders.'' 

A  conversation  was  overheard  between  Thompson  and  Beacham,  two 
leading  Democrats,  shortly  before  election.  One  said  to  the  other, 
'*  We  must  carr^  this  election  at  all  hazards,  and  the  only  way  to  do 
it  is  to  kill  the  ringleaders."  The  other  replied,  <*  Yes,  and  the  quicker 
it  is  done  the  better." 

The  Democratic  newspapers  seem  to  have  carefully  suppressed  any 
mention  of  the  crimes  which  would  call  attention  from  the  rest  of  the 
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eomtry.    The  Gopiab  Signal,  edited  by  Meade,  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic county  committee,  said  on  the  18th  Octooer — 

The  IndepeDdents  ont  in  BeAt  3  imaiEine  they  are  entitled  to  foil  poesession  of  the 
ifiun  in  that  locality,  bat  they  are  laborioff  under  a  grave  mistake.  The  Demoorata 
are  not  golntf  to  be  ruled  or  dictated  to  by  them  any  longer.  The  negroes  had  aa  well 
nodentand  this  now.  If  they  will  not  vote  with  the  Democrats  it  would  be  best  for 
them  and  the  country  that  they  refuse  to  participate  in  the  election.  The  weather 
Slight  be  warm  that  day,  and  they  might  possibly  get  sunstruck. 

THE  MUEDEB  OF  J.  P.  MATTHEWS. 

Bat  the  most  conspicaoos  crime  is  yet  to  be  reported.  J.  P.  Matthews 
vas  a  merchant  aboat  forty-five  or  six  years  of  age,  of  great  capacity 
and  energy  and  of  lar|;e  property.  He  and  his  wife  belonged  to  old 
and  respectable  Mississippi  families.  He  was  a  native  of  Copiah 
County,  as  was  his  father  before  him.  He  had  been  a  Union  man 
through  the  war.  He  had  two  sons  in  college  and  two  daughters  aged 
about  nineteen  and  sixteen  years.  The  wife  and  children  all  testified 
befiwe  the  committee.  It  would  be  difftcult  to  find  anywhere  a  family 
wfaoae  impression  as  they  appeared  before  the  committee  could  be  more 
attractive.  There  is  no  member  of  the  Senate  who  might  not  be  proud 
to  introduce  anywhere  as  his  own  the  four  children  who  came  to  tell 
QB  the  story  of  the  murder  of  their  father  for  no  other  offense  but  that 
of  bdng  a  Bepublican. 

MATTHEWS'  OHABAOTEB. 

Mr«  Matthews  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  successful  business 
men  in  Oopiah  County.  His  dealings  were  largely  with  Democrats. 
He  had  been  sheriff  of  the  county  six  years  by  appointment  from  the 
governor  and  once  or  twice  by  popular  election.  He  wais  alderman  of 
the  dty  of  Hazlehurst  year  before  last  He  was  extremely  public- 
fipiiited,  taking  a  great  interest  in  schools  and  a  liberal  benefactor  to 
churches.  Persons  in  trouble  and  distress  were  wont  to  resort  to  him 
for  sympathy  and  aid.  The  man  who  killed  him  was  his  debtor,  and 
had  been  hospitably  entertained  beneath  his  roof  a  fortnight  before  the 
murder.  There  never  was  a  charge  against  him  of  dishonorable  con- 
ducty  or  of  an  offense  against  the  law.  He  was  extremely  hospitable, 
enteTtaining  much  company.  He  had  more  influence  with  both  whites 
and  blacks  than  any  other  man  in  the  county.  Many  Democrats  would 
vote  for  him  who  would  vote  for  no  other  Bepublican.  Wheeler,  who 
killed  him,  had  solicited  his  supi>ort  for  the  office  of  mayor,  for  which 
he  proposed  to  be  a  candidate,  and  had  said,  ^^I  had  rather  vote  for  him 
than  for  any  man  that  is  running  for  office,  from  the  simple  fact  that  I 
sever  went  to  him  in  my  life  to  get  an  accommodation  that  I  didn't  get 
it"  His  wife  said,  <^He  always  helped  anybody  who  was  in  distress, 
no  matter  who  it  was.  They  never  came  to  him  and  went  off  without 
anything."  Mr.  Millsaps,  a  Democratic  clergyman  who  had  known 
Matthews  since  he  was  a  boy  and  to  whom  he  went  to  school,  testified: 

He  WM  a  very  pleaaant,  peaceable,  quiet,  jrood  man,  very  charitable,  generous,  and 
sodal  in  hia  diapooition.  I  can  say  ffeneraUy  that  he  was  as  good  a  man  as  was  in 
HailflhimCi  laaving  out  all  idea  of  reugion. 


Hitcheli,  editor  of  the  Oopiah  Signal,  the  Democratic  paper,  testified : 

>ple  there  re- 

/Google 


J.  P.  Ifatthewa,  personally,  was  a  yery  clever,  social  man,  but  the  people  there  re- 
pided  him  as  an  agiUtor. 
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Jadge  Bridewell,  an  intelligent  and  able  lawyer,  who  had  been  an 
officer  on  General  Hardee's  staff,  testified : 

I  can  ezpie^  his  character  in  three  words:  He  was  a  man  who  had  the  courage  of 
his  con  victions.  He  was  perfectly  honest.  I  never  heard  his  intesrity  oal led  in  qnes- 
tion.  He  was  a  verv  eenerons  man.  He  possessed  beyond  oontradiotion  the  qualities- 
which  are  described  by  the  word  *< manly." 

Williamson,  the  mayor  of  Hazlehnrst,  a  Democrat,  testified: 

He  was  a  man  who  was  regarded  as  a  very  clever  man,  personally  and  socially. 
He  was  generous;  a  man  who  had  a  ^ood  many  friends  belonging  to  the  different 
parties  in  the  county.  Outside  of  his  politics  Mr.  Matthews  was  very  well  liked. 
Of  course  they  didn't  like  his  politics. 

He  waa  of  small  stature ;  he  weighed  only  one  hnndred  and  thirty 
poands,  and  was  quite  lame. 

There  was  a  little  evidence  from  Mr.  Matthews's  political  opponents^ 
that  he  was  regarded  as  overbearing  and  violent  in  speech  and  had 
made  threats  of  violence.  There  was  no  evidence  to  sostain  this  charge 
other  than  mere  hearsay,  and  very  little  of  that,  except  the  statement 
from  two  or  three  witnesses  that  Matthews,  in  expectation  of  being 
killed  on  account  of  his  political  opinions,  had  declared  he  would  not 
die  unavenged,  and  had  instructed  his  family  to  hold  leading  Demo- 
crats responsible  if  he  were  murdered.  If  there  be  any  trutti  in  these 
statements  we' believe  them  greatly  exaggerated.  Whether  exagger- 
ated or  not,  few  persons  who  consider  the  provocation  will  be  disposed 
to  blame  him  severely. 

BETEBHINATION  TO    MX7BDEB  HATTHEV7S   UNLESS  HE  KEPT  OUT  OF 

POLITICS. 

The  Democratic  minorily  of  Copiah  County  regarded  Mr.  Matthewa 
as  the  leader  of  their  opponents  and  the  great  obstacle  to  their  taking 
possession  of  the  offices  in  spite  of  the  will  of  the  m^'ority.  They  de- 
termined to  kill  him  unless  he  would  abandon  politics,  and  so  to  strike 
terror  into  his  supporters. 

As  the  election  approached  this  purpose  became  well  known.  The 
conversation  between  two  active  Democrats,  to  the  effect  that  the  leaders 
of  the  Bepublicans  must  be  killed,  has  been  already  related.  The  night 
before  the  election.  Woods,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  coroner  and 
ranger,  said  that  Matthews  would  be  killed.  Hartley,  one  of  the 
Democratic  procession,  said,  after  the  death  of  Matthews,  that  he  knew 
he  was  to  be  killed  on  that  day  for  a  week  beforehand.  At  the  polls  at 
Tailholt,  early  in  the  morning  of  election,  in  a  crowd  of  Democrats,^ 
who  were  swearing  and  firing  their  pistols,  one  was  heard  to  say: 

Oh,  yes,  hy  Qod,  we  will  get  some  of  them  to-day.  We  would  have  got  Print 
Matthews  yesterday,  God  damn  him,  if  he  hadn't  crawled  into  his  hole. 

The  armed  crowd  who  broke  into  Wallace  Oilmore's  house  in  Beat  3* 
told  him  they  were  going  to  kill  Print  Matthews  to-morrow.  William 
P.  Ware,  a  highly  respectable  Democratic  merchant,  testified  that  he 
heard  before  the  election  that  the  crowd  had  passed  a  resolution  to  kill 
Matthews,  and  that  the  sheriff  had  been  notified  and  had  said  it  was 
out  of  his  power  to  stop  it.  Ware  warned  Matthews,  who  told  him  the 
sheriff  had  promised  him  protection  if  he  would  stay  in  town.  William- 
son, the  Democratic  mayor,  he-ard  Matthews  say  he  expected  to  be  killed. 
Myers,  the  Democratic  secretary  of  state,  met  young  Matthews  the  day 
of  the  murder,  as  he  was  taking  the  train  at  Oxford.  He  asked 
Matthews  what  he  was  going  home  for;  and  being  told,  said — 

He  knew  it  woold  be  done,  though  he  hadn't  heard  of  it;  he  knew  it  wonld  be  done 
that  day. 
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THE   AHMET)  BAND  AT  HAZLEHUBST. 

The  armed  band  we  have  described  came  into  Hazlehurst  with  their 
goDS  and  canDon  on  Monday,  the  day  before  election.  The  statement 
that  they  passed  a  resolution  to  kill  Matthews  before  they  entered  the 
town  rests  nx)on  hearsay  only.  Bat  as  they  approached  the  town  one 
of  them  was  heard  to  say,  as  he  rode  along  the  line,  ^'If  I  can  get  ten 
men  to  go  with  me  we  will  wind  matters  np.'^  The  reply  was,  "You  can 
get  as  many  backers  as  yon  want."  After  they  disbanded  in  the  evening 
they  were  heard  cursing  one  another  for  cowardice,  and  saying  "  Weknew 
joa  would  not  do  it  after  you  promised."  Both  these  declarations  prob- 
ably related  to  the  purpose  to  kill  Matthews  that  day.  When  they  were 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  town  a  colored  man  came  to  Matthews,, 
who  was  in  his  house,  and  told  him  he  had  just  overheard  a  plot  between 
Heade,  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee,  and  several  others,^ 
to  deputize  Matthews  to  quell  the  mob,  and  to  have  it  arranged  that  he 
sboold  be  killed  on  his  way  to  meet  them.  A  few  minutes  after  thia 
notice,  Sheriff  Hargraves  and  Meade  arrived  at  the  house.  Hargravea 
said: 

He  had  tried  to  get  somebody  to  go  out  and  make  the  airests,  and  that  he  wonldi 
depatiie  him  to  go  out  and  arreat  the  mob;  he  was  an  old  sheriff,  and  a  suitable  per- 

lOIL 

ILLTTHEWS  WABNED  NOT  TO  VOTE. 

Matthews  had  received  three  letters,  one  signed  '<  150,"  threatening  his- 
life.  He  told  Hargraves,  pointing  to  Meade,  tiiat  not  half  an  hour  be- 
fore he  had  been  informed  that  Meade  and  others  had  made  a  plot  to* 
aasassinate  him.  If  they  were  going  to  murder  him  they  might  just  as 
▼ell  come  there  and  murder  him  as  to  get  him  off  there  and  assassinate 
him.  Matthews  had  a  daughter  sick  in  bis  house.  He  had  previonsly 
demanded  protection  from  the  sheriff  and  from  the  city  marshal.  The 
aty  marshal  had  reported  this  request  to  Meade,  who  had  said  he  be- 
lieved there  was  no  danger,  and  had  called  at  Matthews's  store  to  assure- 
him  he  would  aid  in  protecting  his  family.  Matthews's  brother  said, 
they  would  protect  themselves.  Meade  told  him  he  ^<  would  play  heU 
at  diat"  Ab  the  crowd  came  into  town  Meade  went  out  and  met  them 
and  guided  them  away  from  Matthews's  house,  telling  them  of  the  pledge 
he  had  made  in  their  behalf.  They  went  to  the  court-house  and  were 
addressed,  as  they  sat  on  their  horses,  by  Mr.  Barksdale,  the  Democratio 
member  of  Congress  for  that  district.  There-is  a  conflict  of  evidence 
as  to  his  speech^  and  we  content  ourselves  with  referring  to  his  own  tes- 
timony, which  will  be  found  exceedingly  instructive.  After  the  speech 
they  passed  directly  by  Matthews's  house,  saying  as  they  passed  ^*  Some- 
body had  better  get  away  from  here."  After  passing  the  house  tJiey 
halted  and  passed  the  following  resolution,  which  was  handed  by  Meade 
to  one  McLemore  and  by  him  brought  to  Matthews's  house: 

Wboieaa  it  is  thought  that  the  pabUc  iotexest  will  be  subserved  by  Print  Matthews 
Abtentiag  himself  fiom  the  polls  on  election :  Therefore, 

B§  it  retoloed.  That  Print  Slatthews  be  ordered  to  keep  -within  his  own  incloeure  to- 
morrow. 

Adopted  by  citisens  of  Copiah  Connty,  this  the  5th  day  of  Noyember,  ISSSL 

Matthews  replied: 

This  is  a  Tery  strange  proceeding  in  a  republican  government.  I  think  I  have  as 
araeh  right  to  rote  as  any  one  of  von.  I  have  never  done  any  of  yon  any  harm.  I 
have  tried  to  be  oselnl  to  society  in  every  way  that  I  could.  Now,  Jolin,  you  have  got 
it  im  yow power  to  mmrier  me,  /  admit.    But  I  am  going  to  vote  ioHuorrow,  uule$$  you  do- 

This  message  was  delivered  to  Matthews  in  his  own  house  in  the^ 
presence  of  his  wife  and  daughter. 
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The  hoar  of  his  doom  approached.  After  breakfast,  not  far  ftom 
nine  in  the  morning,  the  election  ofBcers  opened  the  polls  just  acroBS 
the  street  from  his  honse.  By  the  cnstom  of  Mississippi  no  i)er80D8  are 
■admitted  to  remain  in  the  room  where  the  election  is  held  but  three  in- 
spectors, the  clerk,  and  a  challenger  representing  each  party.  Into 
their  presence  the  voters  are  admitted,  who  deposit  their  ballots  and 
4epait.  A  double-barreled  shotgnn  had  been  secretly  conveyed  be- 
forehand into  the  room  and  concealed  in  a  wood-box.  There  were  some 
Democrats  with  shotguns,  friends  of  Wheeler,  at  the  door.  Wheeler 
had  been  constituted  the  Democratic  challenger.  Matthews  was  se- 
lected by  the  Bepublicans  present  when  the  polls  opened  to  act  as  their 
representative.  He  said  he  had  to  go  home,  that  his  daughter  was 
sick,  but  he  would  vote  betbre  he  went.  Wheeler  and  he  sat  down  to- 
gether on  a  bench  and  talked  pleasantly  in  an  ordinary  tone.  What 
they  said  was  not  overheard.  But  Wheeler  himself  afterward  said  that 
he  said  to  Matthews,  "  Print,  I  would  not  vote  to-day  if  I  were  you.'' 
Matthews  went  to  tne  table  and  handed  his  vote,  open,  to  the  election 
officer.  The  officer  handed  it  back  to  him  and  asked  him  to  fold  it 
He  took  the  ballot  in  both  hands,  when  Wheeler,  who  stood  at  a  dis- 
tance of  18  feet  shot  him  with  both  barrels  in  the  breast.  Twenty- 
four  buckshot  lodged  in  him^one  charge  just  below  the  throat,  the 
other  between  the  breasts.  He  fell  instantly  dead  to  the  floor,  an 
American  citizen,  on  his  native  soil,  within  earshot,  of  his  home,  in  the 
act  of  casting  his  ballot.  A  man  braver  or  kinder  never  consecrated 
battle-field  with  his  blood. 

Wheeler's  son-in-law  and  other  young  men  with  arms  instantly  pressed 
into  the  polling  room,  by  the  back  door,  through  which  t^e  voters  were 
to  go  out.    The  front  door  was  at  once  locked. 

Matthews's  daughter  Mary,  a  girl  of  nineteen,  heard  the  sound  of  the 
gun  as  she  sat  on  her  father's  porch.    She  says  in  her  testimony : 

I  did  not  know  he  had  gone  nntil  I  went  thcoaj^h  the  honse  to  look  fo^  him.  and  I 
went  back  and  aaked  ma  if  he  had  gone;  she  said  she  reckoned  sd.  I  looked  all 
throni^h  the  honse,  and  oonld  not  see  him  anywhere,  and  then  I  went  ont  on  the 
front  porch  and  sat  down,  and  directly  I  heard  a  gnn  fire,  and  I  knew  what  it  was  as 
«oon  as  I  heard  it.  I  told  ma  I  heard  the  gnn,  and  I  knew  what  they  bad  done ;  and 
I  went  np  town  where  be  was,  and  they  bad  the  front  door  locked.  Mr.  Coggswell, 
one  of  the  inspectors,  was  on  the  onteide,  with  the  door  locked.  He  told  mel  conld 
not  come  in  there,  and  I  told  him  I  was  coming  in  any  way.  He  said  I  bad  no  busi- 
ness in  tbere,  and  conld  not  come  in.  I  told  him  I  inew  pa  was  in  there,  and  that 
they  bad  mnrdered  him,  and  that  I  was  going  in.  Mr.  Groome  came  along  and 
oanffht  bold  of  me,  and  carried  me  half  way  to  the  store,  and  I  tnmed  ronnd  ana  went 
back,  and  Mr.  CoggsweU  told  me  be  thought  I  bad  better  go  bome,  and  stay  there. 
I  tola  him  I  didn't  care  what  be  tbongbt,  that  I  was  going  in  tbere ;  that  it  was  none 
of  bis  business.  The  door  was  still  locked,  and  my  iJnele  Leon  came  in  a  few  oiin- 
ntes  and  they  broke  the  door  open  then,  and  we  went  in  and  found  my  father  dead. 

Wheeler  sat  unmolested  in  the  room  for  some  time,  quietly  reloading 
his  gun,  until  one  of  his  friends  suggested  be  had  better  go  to  the 
sheriff  and  deliver  himself  up.  He  went  to  the  sheriff  accordingly; 
was  taken  before  Lowe,  a  Democratic  magistrate,  then  a  candidate  for 
re-election  aud  reelected,  who  afterwards  united  in  electing  him  city 
marshal.  Lowe  went  through  some  form  of  holding  him  to  bail  in  the 
sum  of  $5,000,  which  was  promptly  furnished  by  three  leading  citizens, 
although  muixler  is  not  bailable  in  Mississippi,  and  the  whole  transac- 
tion was  unlawful.  The  sheriff  suffered  Wheeler  sdl  the  time  to  retain 
lus  gnn.  Twenty  minutes  after  the  murder  he  was  seen  sitting  at  a 
grocery  store  with  Meade,  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  comimttee, 
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each  with  a  doable-barreled  gun  in  his  lap.  He  remained  abont  the 
streets  of  the  town  daring  the  da]^ ;  stood  with  the  sherijff  for  an  hoar 
on  the  street  oomer  with  his  gan  in  his  hand,  <^  for  fear,"  as  the  sherift 
said,  <<  that  he  might  be  attacked";  attended  a  pablic  meeting  in  Hazle- 
hoTBt  the  next  day,  and  was  in  New  Orleans  daring  the  sessions  of  the 
oommittee  there.  He  has  remained  wholly  anmolested  in  Oopiah 
Goonty  from  that  day  to  this. 

HOW  THE  NEWS  OF  MATTHEWS'  MUBDEB  WAS  BEOEIYBD. 

The  tidings  of  Matthews's  death  was  received  by  the  Democrats 
ihnraghoat  (3opiah  Goanty  with  extravagant  demonstrations  of  joy. 
Meade,  the  Democratic  chairman,  at  once  telegraphed  the  news  to  othe? 
voting  places.  It  was  received  at  Crystal  Springs  at  abont  a  quarter 
past  nine.  A  gnn  was  then  fired  and  the  band  ordered  oat  who  played 
martial  music  for  an  hoar.  At  Martinsville  when  the  news  came  there 
was  a  proposition  for  a  salate,  bat  a  man,  who  had  been  a  leading  Demo- 
crat, told  them  if  there  was  a  salute  fired  he  would  kill  the  first  man  who 
did  it.  At  Tailholt^  in  Beat  3,  a  note  came  bringing  the  news.  It  was 
received  with  great  rejoicing,  shouting,  and  yelling  for  joy.  They  waved 
tibeirhats  and  formed  a  procession.    In  the  language  of  one  witness: 

Old  men  and  leading  men,  that  yon  wonld  think  would  shadder  at  murder  and  be 
bonoi^etenck,  J  oat  yelled  and  fairly  shoo  ted. 

In  Hazlehurst,  the  scene  of  the  murder,  a  cannon  was  at  once  fired. 
Mr.  Ware,  a  Democratic  merchant,  testifies  that  Meade  told  him  that 
fhe  cannon  was  fired  in  consequence  of  an  understanding  that  if  Mat- 
thews was  killed  they  were  to  fire  the  cannon.  Meade  denies  this;  but 
<m  carefiil  re-examination  of  his  testimony,  recalling  his  manner  and 
appearance  on  the  stand,  and  the  evidence  which  seems  to  connect  him 
with  these  transactions  almost  at  every  step,  we  are  constrained  to 
withhold  credit  from  his  denial.  At  any  rate,  the  demonstrations  of 
Joy  were  abundant.  The  band  was  kept  playing  on  the  streets. 
Orowds,  excited  and  jubilant,  thronged  into  Matthews's  yard,  and  about 
bis  houscu  where  his  dead  body  had  been  carried.  One  band,  in  some 
sort  of  military  array,  marched  to  his  house,  where  they  were  halted  by 
their  commander,  ana  poured  forth  a  flood  of  profane  and  indecent  lan- 
guage in  the  hearing  of  the  family.  A  crowd  of  150  presented  arms  to 
Mattbews's  brother  as  he  rode  into  Hazlehurst  with  his  family  after  the 
murder. 

BESOLimONS  OF  THE  MASS  MEETINO. 

On  the  next  day  a  large  and  enthusiastic  public  meeting  was  held 
in  the  oourt-honse  at  Hazlehurst,  at  which  Meade  presided,  and  Allen, 
seoretary  of  the  Democratic  committee,  was  secretary.  The  follow- 
iDg  resolutions  were  passed,  which  were  copied  in  the  handwriting 
of  Doddsy  an  eminent  Democratic  lawyer,  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
oommittee  in  the  absence  of  Meade,  who  sat  by  the  side  of  the  minority 
of  the  Senate  committee  at  the  hearing  as  their  adviser  in  the  conduct 
of  Uie  case.  The  reputed  author  of  the  resolutions  was  Mr.  Miller,  the 
district  attorney.  Mr.  Dodds,  who  copied  them,  refused  to  tell  who 
was  their  author,  andrefbsed  to  say  that  Miller  was  not  their  author: 

Whereas  eerCain  ramora  are  cnrrent  that  the  relatiree  of  the  late  J.  P.  Matthews 
luiTe  thieatened  the  peace  of  society,  in  order  to  avenge  his  death,  by  killing  Demo- 
ents  and  destroying  their  property:  Kow,  therefore, 

B$  it  rmohed  djr  tks  people  of  Copiah  County  in  maee-meeHng  aeeemhled  ikie  day,  at  ih^ 
men-hnm  ofetM  oount^f  That  if  any  person  shaU  be  ipjored,  or  an  attempt  made  to 
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tDjore  him,  either  in  person  or  in  property,  in  any  manner,  by  the  said  Telatiyes  or 
friends  of  said  J.  P.  Matthews,  that  we  hereoy  declare  that  we  will  hold  his  said  rel»- 
tives  and  friends  who  participate  accountable  for  the  same,  and  that  we  will  regard 
them  as  without  the  pale  and  protection  of  the  law  and  common  enemies  of  society, 
and  that  we  will  visit  upon  them  certain,  swift  retribution. 

Be  it  further  retolved,  That  so  long  as  the  Mends  and  relatiyes  of  the  said  J.  P.  Hai- 
thews  obey  the  laws  and  become  good  oiticens,  we  hereby  pledge  them  the  protection 
of  the  law. 

Beeolved  further^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is  necessary  to  the  safety  of 
flocioty  and  the  welfare  of  all  races  and  classes  in  this  county  that  the  Matthows 
family  shall  keep  out  of  politics  in  Copiah  County. 

Beeolved  further,  That  from  henceforth  no  man  or  set  of  men  shall  oijganize  the  negro 
race  against  the  whites  in  this  county,  and  if  it  shall  be  attempted  in  the  future,  we 
hereby  give  notice  that  it  shall  be  at  the  peril  of  the  person  or  persons  attempting  ao 
to  do. 

Beeolvedj  That  we  do  hereby  pledge  onrselTes,  each  to  the  other,  our  lives  and  for- 
tunee  and  our  sacred  honor,  that  we  will,  all  ana  individually,  from  henceforth,  hold 
ourselves  in  readiness  to  enforce  the  fore^ing  resolutions,  and  to  meet  at  any  time 
Qpon  the  call  of  the  chairman  of  this  meeting. 

Beeolved,  That  a  committee  of  twentv-four  from  each  supervisor's  district  be  Ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  to  present  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  brothers  and  sooa  of 
the  late  J.  P.  Matthews,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  Copiah  Signal  and  the 
Crystal  Sprincs  Meteor. 

Beeolved  hylhe  citiMfeue  of  CopUxh  County  in  maee-meetUia  aseemhledf  That  the  honors 
heretofore  worn,  and  worthily  so,  by  Beat  No.  2,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ewarded 
to  Beat  No.  3. 

Be  it  further  reeolved.  That  this  resolution  is  by  no  means  intended  to  reflect  npon 
the  past  and  present  services  of  Beat  No.  2,  but  to  show  our  appreciation  of  the  result 
of  the  election  of  the  ticket  in  Beat  No.  3. 

It  i»  aUo  reeolvedf  That  the  clubs  continue  their  organizations,  and  consider  them- 
selves not  disbanded,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive 
committee. 

Beeolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  extended  to  the  Hadehurst  braat  band 
for  their  services  on  this  occasion. 

J.  L.  MEADE, 

Chairman, 

Jbsse  Thompson,  Jr., 

C.  J.  Allbn, 

Seeretmriee. 

These  resolutions  were  served  on  the  family  of  Mr.  Matthews  as  they 
returned  from  the  ftineral.    They  need  no  comment. 

Yazoo,  with  which  Oopiah  desired  to  shake  hands,  is  the  coonty  with 
whose  history  of  crime  and  blood  the  country  is  familiar  j  the  ooon^ 
where  Dixon  was  shot  in  the  back,  the  county  whose  <^  best  citizens"  cele- 
brated last  Christmas  eve  by  murdering  the  United  States  collector  of 
internal  revenue  with  three  other  colored  citizens. 

At  this  meeting  Bailey,  the  lawyer,  and  captain  of  the  company  of 
which  Ynieeler  was  mcyor,  made  a  speech.  He  was  received  with 
tumultuous  applause,  and  siEud : 

My  friends,  yon  have  won  a  great  victory.  Democrats  we  were  and  Demoerats  we 
are.  We  have  got  a  Democratic  stock  of  oi&ceis.  By  the  next  election  we  hope  to 
have  a  Democratic  Congress. 

Some  one  called  out,  ^^Till  us  about  Beat  3."    He  went  on: 

Now,  I  will  tell  yon  something  ahont  Beat  3.  I  went  down  in  Beat  3,  me  and  my 
friend  Wheeler.  I  had  thought  to  stnmp  the  heat,  hnt  after  I  got  down  there  in  a 
porrion  of  that  ooantry,  we  came  to  tiie  condnsion  that  I  cpnld  do  more  in  the  saddle 
than  I  oonld  on  the  stnmp.  Therefore,  we  went  round  to  electioneer,  and  I  tell  yon 
when  we  started  ont  we  took  along  with  ns  something  lUce  this  [pnlluig  out  a  pistol]. 
I  teU  yon,  my  friends,  it  is  the  best  method  of  electioneering  I  have  ever  seen.  My 
friend  Wheeler  is  a  noble  lumd  to  electioneer.  We  woold  come  to  »  honse,  and  my 
friend  Wheeler  woold  get  right  down  and  go  right  in  and  take  a  seat  right  by  the  firs 
with  those  persons.  He  wonld  electioneer  a  few  minntes,  and  they  most  invariably 
agreed  to  vote  the  ticket  before  we  left.    Oh,  we  didn't  hurt  anybody. 
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HeoontiDued:' 

It  would  be  well  for  some  peraons  to  go  aroond  and  see  those  people  who  affiliate 
with  the  oppoeite  party  and  are  voting  different  to  us,  and  encoorage  them  to  come 
together  ind  rote  with  na.  If  they  agree  to  come  back  and  vote  with  ns,  srant  them 
alleoiirteey  and  be  peaceable  with  them,  bnt  in  the  event  that  that  shoula.  fail, then 
what  diall  we  do  t  [Lood  criee,  ''Kill  them  ont,  kill  them  out " ;  cheering,  and  after 
the  ohcering  sobeided,a  load  voice,  "Kill  them  oat  I'']  No;  I  woold  not  advise 
yon  to  kill  them  out;  but  I  helieoe  you  wUl  do  it  without  advice, 

Tbe  resolution  ^*that  the  dabs  continae  their  organizations^  and  con- 
sider themsdves  not  disbanded,  snbject  to  the  call  of  the  Democratic 
execatiye  committee,"  preserves  these  associations  for  fotore  ase  as  the 
TC^gnhir  Democratic  organization  of  Copiah  County. 

There  was  no  coroner's  inquest;  Dodds  and  other  lawyers  advised 
that  officer  that^  as  Wheeler  said  he  did  it,  such  a  proceeding  was  un- 
neeeasary. 

HONOBINa  THE  HUBDEBEB. 

Wheeler  was  elected  city  marshal  of  Hazlehurst,  about  three  weeks 
after  the  murder,  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen.  The  board  who  elected 
him  consisted  of  the  mayor,  J.  M.  Norman,  chancery  clerk ;  I.  K  Ellis, 
cashier  of  the  Merchants'  and  Planters'  Bank|  D.  S.  Burch,  a  school- 
teacher, now  appointed  by  the  governor  supenntendent  of  education 
for  the  county ;  and  Mr.  Lowe,  justice  of  the  peace,  chosen  to  that  office 
bj  the  people  of  Beat  1:  these  were  all  eminent  Democrats.  Wheeler 
was  also,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1884,  elected  a  delegate  by  the  temper- 
ance people  of  Copiah  County  to  appear  before  the  legislature  with  a 
memorial  in  their  behalf. 

Jordan,  the  city  marshal  of  Crystal  Springs,  met  young  Matthews 
on  the  cars  as  he  was  on  his  way  home  on  the  day  of  his  fother's  mur- 
der, and  said  to  him,  ^^  Well,  by  Gknl,  you  need  not  kick ;  you  can't  do 
a  daomed  thing  now." 

BHOOTINa  OF  A.  W.  BUBNETT. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  just  two  months  before  the  election,  Burnet, 
die  diairman  of  the  Independent  executive  committee,  learned  that  an 
iporaot  Democratic  negro  had  been  recommended  to  t^e  governor  as 
Bepublican  inspector  by  the  Democratic  committee.  He  waited  on 
Governor  Lowrie  and  remonstrated  against  the  transaction.  He  was 
waylaid  on  his  return  and  shot  by  Charles  Hart,  an  active  Democrat, 
afterwards  conspicuous  in  the  armed  mob.  Burnet  was  active  in  poll- 
tioa.  An  attempt  was  made  to  impeach  his  character.  But  it  was 
abundantly  shown,  even  from  the  most  hostile  sources,  that  his  char- 
aeter  stood  high,  except  as  affiscted  by  political  prejudice.  He  was  the 
onbr  lawyer  at  Hazlehurst  who  was  not  a  Democrat,  and  had  a  large 
and  growing  practice.  He  had  made  som6  political  speeches,  and  on 
<me  occasion  met  Oovemor  Lowrie  in  debate  and  divided  with  him 
the  time.  Hart  was  in  company  with  eight  Democrats,  among  them 
Bafley,  who  made  the  principal  speech  at  the  meeting  of  November  7, 
and  who  acted  under  Wheeler  as  captain  of  the  Democratic  company. 
As  Burnet  passed  them,  near  the  comer  of  the  hotel,  in  the  street.  Hart 
said,  <^  I  understand  you  say  you  didn't  make  sport  of  Bailey  the  other 
night"  Burnet  replie4  that  he  had  not  and  could  prove  that  he  had 
not  meotioned  Bailey's  name.  Hart  replied,  ^^  You  are  a  Ood  damned 
har,"  and  began  to  draw  his  pistoL    The  weapon  caught  in  his  pocket, 
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when  Bumet  drew  a  knife  and  strackat  Hart,  cutting  liis  clothes  in 
the  shonlder,  bat  not  wounding  him.  Bumet  then  ran  and  had  got 
about  twenty  feet  and  was  entering  the  hotel  when  Hart  shot  him 
tlirou^h  the  groin.  The  men  who  were  with  Hart  separated  in  different 
directions,  as  if  to  surround  and  head  off  Bumet  in  whichever  direction 
he  might  attempt  to  escape.  He  lay  several  weeks  in  great  danger  of 
his  life,  but  recovered. 

EFFECT  ON  THE  ELECTION. 

The  effect  on  the  election  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  state.  Instead  of 
the  anticipated  Independent  majority  of  300  to  500,  the  Democrats  car- 
ried the  county  by  2,000.  They  went  to  many  of  the  polling  places 
armed  with  guns,  and  fHghtened  the  Independents  from  the  polls.  At 
Spencer's  Mills  there  was  an  Independent  majority  of  70  at  noon,  bnt 
tiie  returns  indicated  a  total  Independent  vote  of  only  about  23  votes 
when  the^poUs  closed.  From  one  poll  the  Independent  election  officer 
was  driven  away.  At  another  the  Democrats  had  their  guns  concealed 
in  large  quantities  in  a  house  near  by.  One  prominent  Democrat 
remarked  at  Spencer's  Mills,  when  the  news  of  Matthewe^  death  was 
received,  '^All  we  have  to  do  hereafter  is  just  to  appoint  our  men 
and  let  tiiem  take  their  seats."  At  several  polling  places  the  negroes 
either  refrained  from  voting  or  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  on  compul- 
sion. At  one  the  Democrats  present  put  it  to  vote  whether  individual 
negroes  might  put  in  their  ballots,  and  admitted  only  such  as  voted 
their  way.  Wheeler  himself  was  one  of  a  squad  of  armed  men  who 
after  the  murder  led  up  negroes  to  the  ballot-box. 

BESPONSIBILITY  OP  THE  LOCAL  AUTHOBITIES. 

Subpoenas  in  blank  were  put  at  the  service  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee  and  by  them  intrusted  to  Messrs.  Dodds  and  Sexton,  who 
were  employed  by  a  meeting  of  prominent  gentlemen  in  Oopiah  County 
to  present  their  case  before  the  committee.  They  summoned  a  consid- 
erable number  of  persons  who  were  among  the  mob  under  Wheeler, 
but  dismissed  them  all  without  examination.  Instead  of  inviting  them 
to  tell  the  facts,  Sexton  took  the  stand  and  indulged  himself  in  guess- 
ing at  the  motives  of  the  malefactors  and  the  sentiments  of  the  Demo- 
crats of  Oopiah.  He  thought— and  a  few  other  witnesses  were  of  the 
same  opinion— that  these  outrages  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  the 
msyority  of  the  Democrats  of  that  community.  But  the  &cts  utterly 
refute  this  pretence.  The  crimes  were  going  on  for  weeks,  and  there 
was  never  an  exercise  of  authority  for  their  suppression.  Arms  were 
sent  from  the  govemor  to  the  sheriff  on  the  aftemoon  of  election,  by 
him  delivered  to  Meade,  and  from  him  went  into  the  hands  of  the  mob. 
The  sheriff's  house  was  yie  resort  of  active  members  of  the  mob  when 
they  came  to  Hazlehurscl  Application  was  made  to  the  sheriff,  and, 
after  repeated  shifts  and  evasions,  he  consented,  on  warrants  being 
obtained,  to  arrest  some  of  the  mob,  out  they  were  promptly  discharged 
without  bail  or  legal  recognizance  on  their  promise  to  appear  after  the 
election.  The  warrants  were  issued  by  a  magistrate  who  had  no  juris- 
diction, never  returned  to  him,  and  no  others  were  issued.  The  sheriff 
testified  that  he  applied  to  many  white  Democrats  to  aet  as  a  posse  to 
put  down  the  mob,  but  could  not  get  a  man  to  go.  The  grand  jury 
found  no  bills.  No  officer  of  justice  made  any  attempt  to  discover  the 
murderers  of  Wallis  or  the  men  who  committed  arson  on  the  dwelling 
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of  Crump  or  ontraged  Fortner.  There  was  a  complaint  before  a  mag- 
istiatc  of  the  shootinjj  of  Buruct  When  it  was  inquij  ed  who  appeared 
for  the  criminal,  the  answer  was  "The  Hazlehurst  bar.''  The  grand 
jory  found  n  •  bill.  Every  Democratic  officer  has  accepted,  without 
scrapie,  the  office  fruit  of  the  double  crime  of  murder  and  fraud. 

ATTEMPTS  TO  PALLIATE  THE  OUTBAGES. 

There  has  been  some  attempt  to  find  a  feeble  palliation  for  the  murder 
of  Matthews  by  representing  that  he  was  a  violent  man,  a  desperado, 
and  that  his  death  was  not  due  to  political  causes.  This,  at  least,  is  to 
be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  murderer,  that  he  himself  disdained  this 
contemptible  pretext.    Wheeler  declared  that — 

It  fell  to  his  lot  to  kill  him;  '«  •  •  that  he  had  nothing  against  Matthews,  bat 
tliat  he  had  pledged  himself  to  Beat  3  to  kill  him,  and  he  had  done  it  and  was  not 
aahaiDedof  it. 

On  the  13th  or  14th  of  February,  1884,  Wheeler  said  in  a  street-car 
in  Jackson — 

I  killed  Print  Matthews.  I  told  him  not  to  vote  and  he  voted,  and  I  killed  him. 
It  was  not  me  that  killed  him ;  it  was  the  party.  If  I  had  not  been  a  Democrat  I  would 
Dot  have  killed  him.  1 1  was  not  me,  bat  the  Democratic  party ;  and  now  if  the  party 
is  a  mind  to  throw  me  off,  damn  such  a  party. 

He  also  said  "It  was  my  lot.^ 

Nothing  appeared  in  the  evidence  indicating  a  purpose  to  throw 
Wheeler  off.  He  has  been  decorated  with  such  honors  as  that  com- 
munity had  to  bestow.  Few  of  the  numerous  Democratic  witnesses 
who  were  called  before  the  committee  would  consent  to  speak  of  Wheel- 
er's band  as  a  mob,  or  the  killing  of  Matthews  as  murder.  Meade, 
while  he  admitted  there  was  no  fear  of  the  Independents  getting  the 
offices  except  by  having  a  majority  of  the  votes  at  a  faii^  election,  frankly 
stated  that  rather  than  give  up  the  government  into  the  hands  "of  that 
igDorant  crowd  ^  he  would  be  willing  to  use  violence.  Of  the  resolution 
(Mrdering  Matthews  not  to  vote  he  declined  to  say  whether  he  approved 
it  He  thought  it  "a  little  ill-advised.''  He  approved  the  resolutions 
pussed  after  Matthews'  murder;  said  the  crowd  who  rode  about  the 
eoooty  were  generally  tax-payers,  bore  a  good  character,  and  were  some 
as  good  citizens  as  were  to  be  found  anywhere.  It  would  depend  upon 
drcumstances  whether  he  approved  their  going  after  midnight  to  the 
booses  of  colored  people  and  threatening  them  with  personal  injury  if 
they  did  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Dodds  said  that  if  General  Grant  should  come  into  Copiah  County 
and  undertake  to  organize  the  negro  race  against  the  whites  he  would 
be  killed  quicker  than  anybody  else.  He  further  emphatically  affirmed 
his  belief  in  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Democrats  of  Copiah  County, 
even  if  a  minority,  to  use  force  if  need  be  to  prevent  such  persons  as 
be  represented  the  other  party  there  to  be  from  obtaining  political 
power,  even  if  a  majority,  in  a  fair  election.  In  short,  the  whole  tone 
of  approving  with  faint  condemnation  the  crimes  we  have  related  can- 
not be  mistaken. 

The  mayor  of  Hazlehurst  issued  a  proclamation  calling  upon  the  cit- 
iiens  to  restore  order,  but  not  till  after  the  election,  although  he  knew 
of  the  offenses  long  before.  He  testified  that  he  thought  the  majority 
of  Democrats  there  were  in  favor  of  law  and  order,  but  he  refused  to  say 
that  he  thought  a  majority  of  them  were  in  favor  of  bringing  these 
offenders  to  trial  and  punishment. 

S.  Rep.  512-  — m  ^  , 
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Tho  sheriff  said  before  the  election  that  he  didn't  think  there  would 
be  much  peace  while  Matthews  lived. 

Mr.  Birdsong,  a  Democratic  witness  called-  to  prove  that  the  better 
<5lass  of  Democrats  disapproved  the  outrages,  was  asked  **  which  he 
thought  would  be  the  greater  calamity  to  Copiah  County,  to  have  the 
Independents  carry  the  county  or  to  have  these  outrages  happen,"  re- 
plied: 

It  is  very  hard  to  tell  which,  in  the  long  ran.  I  am  free  to  confess  that  the  neces- 
«itie8  of  the  case  required  such  desperate  remedies. 

There  was  little  abatement  of  the  spirit  of  ferocity  and  intolerance 
after  the  election.  Eobinson,  the  workman  who  prepared  the  vault  for 
the  inteiment  of  Matthews,  left  the  county  for  fear  the  Democrats  would 
kill  him.  The  laborers  on  the  land  of  James  M.  Matthews,  some  of  whom 
had  lived  with  him  seventeen  years,  were  ordered  to  leave,  and  the 
house  of  one  who  did  not  leave  when  ordered  was  fired  into.  The  laborers 
all  departed.  For  seven  or  eight  of  the  families  Mr.  Matthews  paid  the 
expense  of  transportation  to  Kansas. 

A  young  man  who  inquired  if  Wheeler  had  any  hard  feeling  against 
Matthews,  being  answerer',  "No,"  then  said  he  thought  it  a  cold-blooded 
murder,  had  three  pistols  presented  at  his  head,  and  was  compelled  to 
retrJBMit  his  statement. 

With  few  honorable  exceptions  the  Democratic  press  of  Mississippi, 
both  before  and  since  the  election,  has  given  its  warm  encouragement 
and  support  to  the  political  crimes  we  have  set  forth.  We  subjoin 
«ome  extracts,  which  show  both  the  exception  and  the  rule. 

THB  GHABGES  AGAINST  MATTHBWS. 

There  are  few  eaiiiest  and  influential  political  leaders  ajgainst  whom 
<;harges  are  not  made  by  their  opponents  quite  as  serious  as  any  that 
were  urged  against  Print  Matthews.  It  was  not  denied  that  he  was  an 
able  and  successful  business  man,  of  blameless  private  life,  never  charged 
with  an  offense  against  the  law,  public-spirited,  kind-hearted,  generous, 
brave.  He  and  his  wife,  apart  from  politics,  would  have  been  welcome 
in  the  best  society  anywhere.  It  was  alleged  against  him  that  he  pur- 
posed to,  arm  the  negroes.  Ko  evidence  was  produced  in  support  of 
this  charge,  and  its  preposterous  character  was  frankly  conceded  by 
some  of  the  Democratic  witnesses.  There  was  a  rumor  that  he  had 
made  a  violent  or  incendiary  speech.  No  man  was  fbund  who  had 
heard  such  a  speech  who  could  report  any  improper  sentiment  which  he 
had  ever  uttered  in  public.  A  report  of  one  of  his  speeches  was  laid 
before  ns  which  will  compare  favorably  in  moderation  of  tone  with  the 
political  speeches  of  many  men  who  stand  high  in  public  esteem  in  both 
parties.  It  was  charged  that  he  sought  to  make  a  race  issue,  to  organize 
the  negroes  against  the  whites.  But  no  evidence  whatever  appears  to 
support  this  charge.  We  do  not  remember  any  evidence  that  he  ever 
addressed  the  colored  people  as  such.  He  appealed,  as  was  his  right, 
to  the  people  of  Copiah  to  support  the  party  to  which  he  belonged,  by 
arguments  addressed  to  their  common  interests  without  regard  to  race. 
It  wa«  said  that  he  left  the  office  of  sheriff  in  debt  to  the  county.  This 
is  true.  He  had  a  claim  by  way  of  offset,  and  refused  to  pay  his  final 
balance  until  that  was  allowed.  The  supreme  court  held  that  by  the 
Mississippi  law  his  claim  could  not  be  paid  until  he  had  first  paid  over 
to  the  county  all  he  owed  it.  The  matter  was  then  considered  by  the 
State  revenue  agent,  Matlhews's  claim  fully  allowed,  and  the  balance, 
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after  it  was  credited,  at  once  paid  over  by  him.  He  was  ail  the  time 
entirely  responsible,  and  the  whole  proceeding  was  a  method  of  enforc- 
log  his  legal  claim.  No  snit  was  brought  against  him.  The  sait  where 
the  matter  was  determined  was  broaght  by  him  against  the  county. 

There  was  some  evidence  that  Matthews  occasionally  used  violent 
and  intemperate  language.  There  is  no*pretense  that  anything  of  the 
kind  tended  to  provoke  the  crime  which  caused  his  death.  Bnt  two 
in^ances  of  this  were  relied  on.  One  was  a  circular,  printed  with  the 
testimony,  in  which  Matthews  attacks  Colonel  King,  whom  years  after- 
wards he  8opi>orted  for  goremor.  The  circular  was  printed  in  the 
heated  and  notorious  campaign  of  1875.  It  is  abusive  and  in  extremely 
bad  taste.    Some  witnesses  testified  that  Matthews  in  1882  decliured — 

He  knew  the  circular  to  be  a  lie;  that  he  pablished  it  to  provoke  Einff  and  hi» 
friends  to  recent  it,  and  that  he  would  then  kill  every  damned  one  of  them,  and 
Bitch  thioogh  the  eoontry  killing  men  and  women. 

If  this  story  is  to  be  taken  seriously,  it  is  utterly  incredible.  The 
statement  was  said  to  have  been  made  to  three  or  four  zealous  political 
opponents,  two  of  them  strangers,  at  a  time  when  Matthews  knew  his 
own  life  was  in  great  danger,  and  when  all  of  the  white  people  of  his 
coQDty  were  Democrats  except  about  fifteen.  If  it  were  said  at  all,  it 
was  said  as  a  joke  or  burlesque  upon  some  of  the  rumors  about  him. 
Wirt  Adams,  the  State  auditor,  who  relates  it,  said  ^4t  did  not  seem 
to  carry  with  it  anj^  great  amount  of  earnestness.'' 

There  was  also  a  charge  that  he  speculated  in  county  orders  or  war- 
rants. He  did  no  more  than  was  done  by  the  Democratic  bank,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  show  that  he  used  any  improper  means  to  affect 
their  price.  The  Democratic  chancery  clerk,  who  testified  to  this  fact, 
stated  also  that  his  own  wife  engaged  in  the  same  speculation. 

WHY  MATTHEWS  WAS  KILLED. 

Matthews  was  slain  solely  because  he  was  an  eminent  and  influential 
Bepublican,  that  his  death  might  "Strike  terror  into  the  opponents  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  enable  that  party,  being  in  a  minority  of  legal 
votes,  to  take  posseesion  of  Copiah  County.  He  was  not  murdered  for 
aoy  intemperance  of  speech.  He  was  not  murdered  for  any  x>6rsonal 
qaahty  of  character.  He  was  not  murdered  because  he  advised  the  negro 
to  vote.  If.  every  fault  imputed  to  him  being  intensified  tenfold,  he  had 
idvised  the  negro  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  the  minority  now  calling 
itself  Mississippi  would  have  been  ready  to  clothe  him  with  office  and 
honor.  He  was  murdered  that  the  Democratic  party,  though  a  minority, 
night  possess  the  government  of  the  county  of  Copiah  and  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  might  send  Representatives  and  Senators  to  the  Na- 
tional Congress  without  constitutional  right. 

No  national  election  was  pending,  except  an  election  of  a  legislature 
authorized  to  elect  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  in  case  of  a  vacancy* 
Bat  these  crimes,  if  successful,  render  a  fair  national  election  impossi- 
ble. They  enabled  the  minority  to  appoint  the  officers  of  justice  who 
Hhould  protect  the  citizen  in  his  franchise.  We  believe  that  the  result 
of  the  next  election  in  Mississippi  will  have  no  relation  whatever  to  the 
^11  of  a  majority  of  her  people. 

They  say  in  defense  of  these  practices  that  they  are  necessary  to  pre- 
serve their  civilization.  We  do  not  see  the  necessity.  The  sooner  a 
civilization  perishes  which  is  founded  on  cheating  and  murder  the  bet- 
t^.    Better  that  the  waters  of  the  great  river  should  again  cover  the 
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land,  which  in  ages  it  has  formed,  than  that  it  should  be  occnpied  by 
a  State  which  breeds  her  yonth  to  fraud  and  assassination. 

The  census  shows  nine  Indians  in  Copiah  County.  We  are  happy  to 
report  that  there  was  no  evidence  implicating  any  of  them,  or  which 
tended  to  induce  the  belief  that  any  one  of  them  was  capable  of  the 
barbarities  which  are  disclosed. 

BEMEDIES' PROPOSED  BT  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  had  not  time  to  go  into  a  full  investigation  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  rest  of  the  State.  Upon  the  general  question  of  the  security 
of  constitutional  rights  in  Mississippi,  the  committee  can  only  refer  the 
Senate  to  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  who  think  Copiah  a  favorable 
Hx>ecimen  of  the  counties  of  that  State,  to  the  documentary  matter 
brought  to  our  attention  by  Judge  Ware,  to  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
Senate  committee  in  1876,  to  the  testimony  in  the  election  cases  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  to  the  numerous  declarations  of  the  Demo- 
cratic press,  and  to  the  crimes  well  known  and  unpunished,  such  as 
the  murder  of  Chisholm,  of  Patterson,  of  Dixon,  and  of  the  United 
States  collector  of  internal  revenue,  and  three  others  in  Yazoo,  whose 
blood-stained  hands  Copiah  is  so  eager  to  grasp.  No  legislation  deal- 
ing with  Mississippi  alone  should  be  enacted  without  an  investigation 
which  should  cover  all  parts  of  the  State.  Before  such  investigation  a 
national  election  will  have  taken  place,  at  which  the  temper  and  respect 
tor  law  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  will  undoubtedly  be  made  fully 
manifest 

It  iS' asked,  sometimes  with  a  tone  of  exultation  and  defiance,  what 
remedy  we  can  propose  for  these  things  f  Unquestionably,  so  long  as 
any  considerable  political  party  shall  deem  it  for  its  interest  to  counte- 
nance such  crimes,  the  remedy  will  be  attended  with  difficulty. 

But  they  little  understand  the  spirit  of  the  age,  the  temper  of  the 
American  people,  or  the  power  of  education  and  fireedom,  who  believe 
these  things  can  long  endure  when  held  up  to  the  daylight.  The  com- 
munities that  perpetrate  them  cannot  long  withstand  the  abhorrence 
and  indignation  of  the  country.  The  power  of  the  moral  sense  of  man- 
kind, the  sting  which  belongs  to  the  consciousness  of  having  outraged 
it,  which  Mr.  Webster,  sixty  years  ago,  deemed  strong  enough  to  turn 
the  scepter  which  Turkish  oppression  held  over  prostrate  Greece  to 
ashes  in  the  grasp  of  the  tyrant,  is  not  likely  long  to  fail  of  full  effect 
upon  the  people  of  an  American  State.  It  is  noticeable  with  what 
care  the  events  of  the  election  of  18S3  in  Mississippi  have  beea  kept 
from  the  columns  of  the  newspapers.  The  sensitiveness  of  most  of 
the  Democratic  witnesses,  who  were  above  the  level  of  mere  ruffianism, 
to  their  condition,  showed  itself  through  their  tone  of  bravado  and 
defiance. 

If  the  Constitution  has  not  powers  enough  in  its  arsenal  for  the  pro- 
t^ection  of  all  the  rights  it  confers  or  recognizes,  the  people  on  being 
satisfied  of  the  fact  will  confer  others. 

The  great  prizes  for  which  these  crimes  are  committed  can  be  kept 
from  the  grasp  of  those  who  commit  them  by  the  exertion  of  an 
unquestioned  constitutional  authority.  Each  House  of  Congress  is 
imperatively  required,  by  its  duty,  to  refuse  seats  to  persons  whose 
election  is  directly  or  indirectly  due  to  crime,  either  of  violence  or 
friiud.  The  boast  of  the  orator  at  the  meeting  held  on  the  day  after 
election  to  ratify  the  murder  of  Matthewi^  and  the  proceedings  of  what 
Mr.  Barksdale  calls  ^Uhe  procession^  in  Beat  3  must  not  be  realized. 
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The  committee  recommend  the  publication,  for  the  infonnation  of  the 
American  people,  of  the  testimony  they  have  taken. 

They  further  recommend  the  passage  of  Senate  bill  ]^o.  15.  whiek  is 
designed  to  afford  a  remedy  for  some  of  the  evils  which  are  disclosed. 
They  further  recommend  that  after  the  next  election  in  Mississippi, 
unless  the  same  shall  be  unquestionably  fair  and  free,  there  shall  be  a 
fall  investigation  of  the  condition  of  things  in  that  State,  with  a  view 
to  determining  the  question  whether  republican  govemmeut  exists 
there,  wd  whether  it  is  entitled  to  its  existing  representation  or  has 
forfeited  it  in  whole  or  in  part  by  reason  of  the  denial  or  infringement 
of  the  right  to  vote  of  any  portion  of  its  people. 

The  questions  of  submitting  to  the  Senate  further  legislation  and  of 
the  neoessify  of  conferring  new  powers  on  Congress  by  an  amendment 
to  the  Oonstitation  to  aflbrd  fhrther  protection  to  the  rights  of  citizens, 
we  reserve  for  further  consideration. 

GEO.  F.  HOAE. 
ANGUS  OAMEEOK 
JOHN  SHBEMAN. 
WM,  P.  PETE, 
E.  G.  LAPHAM. 


APPENDIX.  4 

BOUKD  TO  CABBT  A  WmTTB  ICAN'b  TICKBT. 

We  unul  h»Te  the  trinmph  of  the  white  man's  ticket:  we  wonld  be  more  than 
pleued  to  ne  the  colored  men  Join  onr  ranks,  and  should  tuey  do  so,  we  agree  to  give 
them  all  the  rights  snaranteed  them  by  the  Constitution.  We  do  not,  however,  prom- 
iae  them  aoTtung  impossible.  We  do  not  propose  for  them  to  dictate  to  ns,  bat  if 
they  trs  wiUing  to  aid  ns  in  seonring  a  good  goremment,  we  shaU  be  glad  to  receive 
tM.  In  Copiah  Conntv,  however,  we,  the  whites,  are  in  the  minority,  and  we  must 
esfiy  oor  points.  Ton  do  not  deserve  to  be  called  a  white  man  unless  you  vote  a 
wMte  maoPs  tieket.— Copiah  Signal  (Democrat),  July  6,  1883. 

OK  THE  AISRT  IK  OOPIAH. 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Brandon  Bepnblican  appears  quite  a  sensation  article  under 
the  caption  **  Hell  broke  loose  in  Copiah."  That  article  overdraws  the  picture  very 
rnneb,  and  we  wish  to  make  the  proper  correction.  Onr  people  have  been  in  a  stats 
«f  considerable  exoltement  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  air  has  been  full  of  runors  of 
•11  eorts,  whether  founded  in  fiict  or  not  we  could  not  tell,  but  they  thought  it  weU 
to  be  on  the  alert,  and  so  they  have  been.— Copiah  Signal  (Democrat),  September 
14,  loo3b 

LBAD  ADTISBD. 

BeoMmber,  remember  '66  and  76,  ye  white  men  of  Copiah.  Go  in  to  win.  Rouse 
np  sad  shake  the  lethargy  ftom  your  limbs.  •  •  *  Incendiary  speeches  have  but 
<nie  oooBter-ixritant— leacL^Crystal  Springs  Meteor  (Democrat). 

TBB  WAY  TO  WIK. 

OiTs  it  to  'em,  boys,  like  th^got  it  in  1875.  That's  the  way  to  win.— Copiah  Sig- 
nal (Dsmoerat),  Oetober  11, 1883. 

PBBPABZNG  THE  WAT. 

If  thers  is  one  name  more  detestable  and  abhorrent  than  another  to  a  Copiah  Dem« 
«cnt,  that  name  is  Matthews.— J.  L.  Meade's  address  to  Copiah  Democrats. 
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BS8T  FOR  THE  NBOROB8  KOT  TO  VOTE. 

The  Independents  oat  in  Beat  3  imagine  they  are  entitled  to  full  poflsession  of  the 
affaira  in  that  locality,  bnt  they  are  laTOrintr  nnder  a  grave  mistake.  The  Democrats 
are  not  goin^  to  be  ruled  or  dictated  to  by  them  an  v  longer.  The  negroes  had  as  well 
understand  tnis  now.  If  thev  will  not  vote  with  the  Democrats,  it  would  be  best  for 
them  and  the  country  that  they  refuse  to  participate  in  the  election.  The  weather 
might  be  warm  that  day  and  they  might  possibly  get  sun-struck. — Copiah  Signal 
(Democrat),  October  18,  1883. 

WHY  MATTHEWS  WA8  KUXBI). 

Every  bullet  that  was  shot  into  Matthews  will  be  worth  thousands  of  votes  to  the 
Benublicans,  because  it  will  be  said,  and  cannot  be  denied,  he  was  killed  on  account 
of  nis  politics  by  intolerant  Democrats. — Vicksburg  Post  (Independent  Democrat). 

WHY  THE  MURDER  OF  MATTHEWS  WAS  A  VIRTUE. 

Nobody  knows  yet  what  Print  Matthews  suffered  the  extreme  for.  It  was  not  be- 
cause he  was  voting  the  Republican  ticket,  nor  that  in  a  fair  and  honorable  way  he 
had  persuaded  negroes  to  do  it.  No,  it  was  not  for  that.  It  was  not  on  account  of 
politics  in  any  way.  He  had  organized  the  negroes  in  a  frenzied  spirit  of  hate  to  ao- 
iagonize  the  white  people  that  made  him  a  perpetual  danger  to  the  white  people. 
He  had  put  himself  outside  the  protection  of  the  civilized  white  men  of  Copiah,  and 
made  it  a  virtue  for  any  one  of  them  to  slay  him,  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 
The  slaving  of  such  a  man  under  such  circumstances  is  not  murder ;  however  it  may 
appear  technically,  it  is  Justifiable  homicide. — ^Meridian  Mercury  (Democrat). 

TWO  PROPOSITIONS  PROVED. 

Two  propositions  may  now  be  said  to  be  clearly  demonstrated  and  proved  (according 
to  Misussipni  Democratic  newspaper  authority):  first,  that  the  United  States  (Sev- 
emment  is  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  Confederate  government,  ami  ought  to  pay 
them ;  and  second,  that  Print  Matthews  either  killed  himself  or  instigated  his  own 
killing,  and  therefore  is  the  only  guilty  party. — Vicksburg  Post  (Independent  Demo- 
crat). 

HOW  NOT  TO  CRUSH  ANTI-BOURBONISM. 

Of  course  our  people  do  not  want  and  will  not  submit  to  a  rule  of  ignorance  and 
corruption,  but  this  can  be  averted  without  committing  such  a  terrible  murder  as 
was  that  of  Matthews,  and  without  pasning  such  foolish  and  intolerant  resolntio&s 
as  those  of  the  Hazlehurst  mass-meeting. —-vicksburg  Post  (Index>endent  Democrat). 

AN  AliTBRNATXYE. 

The  testimony  of  both  Bepublicans  and  Democrats  is  that  there  were  great  iirita* 
tion  and  anger,  because  the  blacks  were  solidlv  combined  under  the  leadership  of 
Matthews  against  the  whites.  This  led  to  Matthews'  destruction,  which  was  proba- 
bly the  most  merciful  and  effectual  solution  of  the  situation.  It  was  certainly  more 
merciful  and  just  than  to  kill  a  number  of  Matthews'  ignorant  followers. — VidLsboig 
Herald  (Democrat). 

TRUE  SOUTHERN  SENTIMENT. 

Instead  of  being  tortured  by  his  inquisitors,  Mr.  Barksdale  should  have  prised  tbe 
opportunity  to  hurl  in  their  faces  the  truth  about  the  sentiments  of  the  white  citizens 
of  Copiah,  of  the  State,  and  of  all  the  Southern  States.  The  truth  is,  that  they  will 
not  submit  to  negro  leaders.  Bather  than  do  it  they  ^oill  kill  them.  This  is  the  simple, 
valuable  truth,  and  the  sooner  the  whole  country  is  prepared  to  accept  it,  that  the 
two  races  may  adjust  their  own  relations,  the  better  for  all. — Vicksburg  Herald 
(Democrat). 

AN  EXPLANATION  THAT  MR.  BARKSDAUS  OBOTTED. 

Wh^  did  not  Mr.  Barksdale  tell  the  committee  the  plain  truth,  that  the  woids 
''Copiah  shakes  hands  with  Yazoo,"  meant,  and  could  only  mean,  ''Copiah  cou^t- 
ulates  Yazoo  upon  her  recent  triumph !"  That  would  have  been  manly  and  straight- 
forward, because  it  would  have  been  the  naked,  unadulterated  truth,  bnt  then  toere 
would  have  been  nothing  oracular  about  that,  and  Mr  Barksdale  would  have  lost  tbe 
opportunity  of  posing  like  a  fretful,  peevish  boy. — Vicksburg  Herald  (Democrat). 
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FAITHFUL  BULLBT8  AJUD  SABNS8T  BUCKSHOT. 

FinohliAek  presiding  oyer  a  oonvention  to  nominate  a  govemor  of  Louisiana,  le- 
ndndi  one  of  reconatraction  times.  If  snch  a  character  comd  preside  over  a  Bepabli- 
csn  oonvention  in  John  Sherman's  State,  or  Hoar's  State,  it  would  help  them  very 
maeh  to  ondentand  and  appreciate  what  the  white  people  of  the  South  had  to  con- 
tend with.  We  have  foith  that  it  would  satiate  their  appetite  to  investigate  every 
ease  where  a  negro  leader  stops  a  faithfhl  bullet  or  a  few  eamesv  buckshot. — Vicks- 
bug  Herald  (Democrat). 

AN  INDBPKNDXNT  VIEW. 

We  have  repeatedly  defied  those  who  are  disposed  to  condemn  the  Post  for  its  utter- 
SDoes  im  regard  to  the  Matthews  killing  to  name  a  single  word  or  sentence  of  ours  that 
would  or  ooold  be  used  by  the  Bepublioans  of  the  North.  We  renew  the  defiance. 
*  *  *  The  killing  of  Matthews  has  been  shown  beyond  the  possibilitv  of  doubt  bv 
.  the  most  skeptical  to  be  a  cold-blooded,  predetermined,  heinous  assassination,  insti- 
pted  by  the  i)exuocrats  of  Copiah  Ooonty,  aod,  since  the  perpetration  of  the  cowardly, 
inhuman  act,  oondoned  and  defended  by  them,  to  an  extent  next  in  shame  and  dis- 
ipoe  to  the  shocking  deed  itself.  Matthews,  unwarned  of  his  life,  was  shot  down 
uke  a  dog  beoanae  he  had  exercised  the  fundamental  right  of  free  government  of 
essting  a  i^ree  ballot ;  shot  by  the  calmly-appointed  tool  of  an  intolerant  and  blood- 
thinty  mob.  •  •  •  Then,  snch  things  being  true,  who,  knowing  any  distinction 
whatever  between  honor  and  dishonor,  and  cowardice  and  courage,  brutality  and 
hmuttdtv,  will  refase  to  denounce  and  condemn  them  t  We  are  not  of  those  who 
mnssle  their  oonacience  that  the  iniquities  and  villainy  of  any  man  or  party  may  go 
anhruided  and  onpnnished.  *  •  *  The- killing  of  Matthews  was  a  bloody,  bru^ 
murder,  and  the  arrogant  defense  of  the  ugly  crime  by  pretended  Democrats  cannot 
i^  it  nom  the  fatal  stain.  By  what  code  of  moral  or  political  ethics  are  men  who 
ieftod  snoh  crime  governed  T— Vicksburg  Post  (Independent  Democrat). 

THB  QUESTION  OF  BXMKDT. 

The  ffliennan  eommittee  bodes  no  good  to  us.  He  is  a  cold-blooded  statesman  and 
does  nothing  except  in  pursuance  of  a  very  definite  idea.  The  ii^ection  of  7,000,000 
frsedmen  into  the  social  ec6nomy  of  the  South  has  given  onr  section  almost  the  power 
of  choosing  a  Gove(mment  for  the  great  North  and  a  nation  of  50,000,000  people.  If  it 
eaa  be  shown  that  we,  who  were  so  lately  warring  on  the  (Government,  are  about  to 
Mwms  power  throneh  seising  by  violence  on  the  electoral  votes  of  this  extraneous 
raalaoon,  the  qoesSion  of  remedy  will  be  presented  to  the  so-called  loyal  States. — 
QnenTiBe  (Kisa.)  Review  (Democrat). 

WHAT  ABB  TOU  OODfO  TO  DO  ABOUT  ITt 

Bomposs  it  should  torn  out  that  the  Danville  and  Copiah  ai&irs  are  all  that  the 
Cuieiss  of  tlie  orsans  have  painted  them— what  do  the  organs  propose  to  do  about  it  f — 
▲tIsBta  (Qa.)  Constitation  (Democrat). 
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V^  I  :E3  W  S    OF    THE   MINORITY 


Mr.  8AxrLtS^XTi5t^ir,  fVoin  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec 
uiittecl  tlie  following  views  of  tho  minority: 

The  Tiuilex'^i  j:c^^^d  inenibers  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
tions,  to  Twrlfcoio  wns  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  direct 
qniry  into,  allt^^ed  oecurrences  in  Copiah  County,  in  the  Sta 
Bissippi,  iVi^sentlti^  entirely  from  the  statements  and  comiU 
taineil  in  tVie  reporfc  of  said  committee,  res|)ectfully  submit 
views  of  a,ffi*.ir»  in  sai<l  county  as  shown  by  the  testimony  of 
SMid  creiliVAe  vritiiesi*e.s  examined  by  the  committee. 

T\\e  wuiiensijj^iieil  fully  concur  in  the  assertion  of  the  comm 

**  iiot\\iii*5  ttui\  V>e   more  justly  odious  tlian  to  use  such  invc; 

flkT^«\  vliiM^losnres   a.s    political  instrument's,"  and  this  is  es])ec 

^^icA^eii  »u.ii\i  investi^itions  are  incepletl  and  conducted,  not  to 

«kT%^  eat»\>\\»li  tbe  truth,  but  by  distortion  of.  facts  to  mislead 

\to  miiul  a\it\  excite  iiopular  prejudice  in  order  to  advance  the 

intere^t^  of  a  p4>litic5al  organization.    The  history  of  legislativ 

gatious  proves  that  they  have  too  often  assumed  the  cliarac 

qniry  for  partisan  x)uri>oses  calculated  to  bring  "  persona)  hui 

upon  the  eotnniittee  charged  with  the  investigation,  and,  to 

extent,  dejjrailiitioii  upon  the  body  of  wliich  they  are  membei 

The  umlersigued  wouhl,  if  they  could,  ghully  exonerate  tli 

^ai.tiou  in   which  they  hav^e  been  compelled  to  tiike  part  from 

or  HUHpiciou  i^f  Si  partisan  purpose  and  design,  but  justice  to 

c^ntlor  compel  tliein  to  declare  it  as  their  conviction  that  the  i 

t^o«  ill  which  tbey have  been  reluctantly  eng iged  was oiiginatet 

<luot«Ml  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  itepublicau  party  in  the: 

iii£^  Presidential  Ciinvass  by  reviving  the  stories  of  outrige  « 

so    effectually  used  in  former  political  cami)aigns,  an  I  periiii 

nish   ail  excuse,  if  necessary,  for  rejecting  tlie  vote  of  Miss 

'C^Ijcs   elecl«>ral  college,  and  thereby  defeat,  as  was  done  in 

ol«5arly-expre8seii  will  of  the  American  peo|>le  in  the  choice  o 

d^'iit.       We  are  reminded  even  in  this  report  of  the  investi 

;SJis«»isi^il>I>i  in  187G,  and  we  are  prepared  to  believe  that  no  a 

t^kkeii  uiKiii  that  report  simply  because  the  appropriation  of 

^c^rsil  v«ire  of  Louisiana,  Florida,  and  South  Onrolina  was  foui 

eff«fetual  nieanure  than  the  rejection  of  that  of  Mississippi. 

Tlie  UDilersigned  are  fully  aware  of  the  responsil)iIity  whicl 
snine  in  thas  fiankly  avowing  their  conviction  that  the  invi 
f  nfo  the  coudition  of  affairs  in  Mississii>pi  was  set  on  foot,  pr 
SMB«1  cousuniuiateil  with  no  other  design  or  purpose  than  to  makt 
capital  to  be  used  in  aid  of  the  liepublicau  party  in  the  coming 

Sv  B«P-  ^12 ^T 
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but  they  woald  be  derelict  in  doty  to  the  Senate,  derelict  in  dnty  to  the 
people  of  Mississippi,  who  have  been  misrepresented  and  slandered  in 
the  preamble  to  the  resolution  directing  the  investigatioii  as  well  as  in 
the  unwarranted  statements  and  conclusions  of  the  committee,  if  they 
failed  to  declare  the  con\iction  which  every  step  in  the  inquiry  has 
forced  upon  their  minds.  For  the  justification  of  the  opinion  which  thej 
here  express  they  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  history  of  the  investi- 
gation from  beginning  to  end. 

ORIGIN    OP    THE   INVESTIGATION. 

On  the  23d  day  of  January,  1884,  the  resolution  directing  the  inquiry 
was  introduced  in  the  Senate  accompanied  by  a  preamble  reciting  that 
certain  allegations  had  been  made  *Mn  the  public  press"  (of  Hie  trath  of 
which  the  author  of  the  preamble  and  resolution  did  not  profess  to  have 
any  personal  knowledge)  charging  upon  the  Democratic  party  of  Copiah 
[  County  every  species  of  crime  known  to  the  vocabulary  of  unscmpulons 
'  politicians,  and  that  such  crimes  were  the  result  of  a  conspiracy  on  the 
part  of  the  white  men  of  the  county  by  violence  and  fraud  to  control  the 
election  in  said  county. 

The  further  charge  was  made  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi failed  and  neglected  to  do  their  duty,  but  contributed  to  the 
"  overthrow  "  of  the  "  civil  and  political  rights"  of  citizens  of  the  county, 
and  thereby  became  particeps  in  the  conspiracies,  violence,  and  homi- 
cides alleged,  upon  the  authority  of  the  press,  to  have  occurred.  These 
recitations  of  alleged  offenses  were  based  largely  upon  an  interview 
which  appeared  in  the  National  Republican,  published  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  with  one  A.  W.  Bamett,  on  the  29th  of  December,  1883 
(and  which  the  committee  have  incorporated  in  their  report),  and  upon 
personal  interviews  of  said  Barnett  with  members  of  the  committee, 
who  join  in  the  report.  Without  stopping  at  present  to  speak  of  Bar- 
nett and  his  damaged  reputation  for  veracity,  the  undersigned  desire 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  upon  mere  newspaper  gossip  and  the 
statements  of  an  adventurer  who  sought  to  command  attention  and  se- 
cure  a  Federal  office  by  proclaiming  himself  a  martyr  to  the  Republican 
party  an  indictment  is  deliberately  framed  against  the  people  of  Copiah 
County  and  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  introduced 
into  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  directing  an  inquiry  into  the 
charges  thus  made.  Can  any  one  doubt  the  purpose  and  object  sought 
by  the  inquiry  f  We  do  not  profess  to  be  "  discerners  of  the  thoughts 
and  intents  of  the  heart,"  but  we  are  not  so  blind  to  recent  political 
events  or  so  forgetful  of  the  part  which  the  cry  of  outrage  and  wrong 
has  played  in  partisan  campaigns  as  to  be  deceived  in  reference  to  the 
object  and  purpose  of  the  inquiry. 

At  every  recurring  Presidential  election  since  the  close  of  the  civil  war 
the  attempt  has  been  made  to  excite  the  prejudices  of  the  people  of 
the  Northern  States  by  accusations  of  outrage  and  wrong  in  the  South, 
and,  unfortunately,  these  stories  have  had  for  a  time  their  influence 
upon  the  unsuspecting  and  ignorant.  Time,  however,  has  shown  that 
many  of  the  charges  of  violence  and  bloodshed  heretofore  made  were 
unfounded  fabrications  promulgated  for  partisan  purposes,  and  known 
'  at  the  time  by  those  who  put  them  in  circulation,  and  availed  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  which  they  conferred,  to  be  false  and  un- 
founded. Who  does  not  remember  the  asserveations  of  injury  to  Eliza 
Pinkston  and  the  part  the  story  of  her  wrongs  played  in  justifpng  the 
action  of  the  returning  board  of  Louisiana  in  throwing  outnhe  votes 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


ALLEGED   EXiECTION  OUTRAGES   TN   MISSISSIPPL  XLY 

of  thoasands  of  the  electors  of  that  State  cast  for  Samuel  J.  Tildea  in 
1876,  aod  coantiog  the  State  for  Hayes  f  Who  does  not  remember  the 
pathos  with  which  her  wrongs  were  recounted  in  the  Eepublican  press, 
aud  even  recited  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  I  *  Yet  who  believes 
the  story  to-day;  who  does  not  understand  the  animus  that  prompted 
it!  These  stories  of  the  past  had  lost  their  potency,  and  other  tales  of 
oatrage  must  be  concocted  to  revive  the  slumbering  and  expiring  prej- 
udices which  had  heretofore  contributed  to  Republican  success.  To 
effect  this  object  the  investigation  into  affairs  in  Copiah  County,  Mis- 
Rissippi,  and  Danville,  in  Virginia,  was  conceived  and  brought  forth. 
This,  and  this  alone,  was  the  object  proposed. 

THE  INVESTIGATION. 

If  the  origin  of  the  investigation  had  left  any  doubt  as  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  instigated,  that  doubt  would  have  been  re- 
moved by  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted.  The  committee  may 
have  been  •^^  reluctant "  to  enter  upon  the  duty  assigned  them,  but  it 
was  obvious  from  the  beginning  that  they  did  not  intend  that  it  should 
foil  to  secure  the  desired  result  if  they  could  prevent  it.  If  to  ascertain 
the  troth  of  the  charges  alleged  against  the  people  of  Copiah  County 
and  the  authorities  of  the  State  ha^  been  the  object  proposed,  the  in- 
vestigation would  doubtless  have  taken  place  in  Copiah  County,  where 
it  was  alleged  that  crime  had  been  committed.  If  conspiracies  bad 
been  formed  for  the  perpetration  of  the  most  heinous  offenses,  subvers- 
ive alike  of  civil  and  political  rights  and  social  order  in  the  community, 
sorely  the  place  to  ferret  them  out  was  the  locality  where  they  existed. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  refutation  of  the  slanders  upon  which  the 
iovestigation  was  based  was  sought  to  be  avoided,  it  was  eminently 
proper  that  the  inquiry  should  be  held  outside  of  Copiah  County,  and 
oatdde  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Those  of  the  undersigned  who  were 
members  of  the  subcommittee  insisted  upon  conducting  the  investiga- 
tion in  the  county  and  State  where  the  violations  of  law  were  alleged 
to  have  occurred,  but  the  majority  of  the  sul)committee  determined  to 
hoM  the  inquiry  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Without  intending  to  in- 
timate that  the  selection  for  the  inquiry  of  the  custom-house  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans^  where  perjury  and  fraud  have  been  recognized  as  im- 
portant f;ictors  in  political  investigations,  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
availing  of  such  agencies  in  the  investigation,  the  undersigned  may  be 
permitted  to  say  that  such  selection  was  not  calculated  to  aid  in  the  as- 
certainment of  the  truth  or  to  force  the  conviction  that  such  a  result 
was  the  psiramount  desire  of  the  committee.  It  was  unjust  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Copiah  County,  whose  reputation  for  the  observance  of  law  and 
order  had  been  assailed,  and  who  had  been  charged  with  conspiracies  to 
oomoiit  violence  and  murder  to  prevent  Republican  success  in  the  local 
election  of  the  county,  that  the  investigation  should  have  taken  place 
at  the  distance  of  140  miles  from  the  county  and  outside  of  the  State 
of  which  they  were  citizens.  There  was  less  restraint  upon  witnesses 
disposed  to  swear  falsely,  and  less  opportunity  to  impeach  and  contra- 
dict theoi  in  so  doing. 

If  the  personal  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  committee  controlled 
the  selection  of  the  place  for  the  investigation,  perhaps  that  purpose 
ooold  not  have  been  better  served,  but  we  submit  that  such  a  considera- 
tion was  unworthy- of  a  moment's  thought  when  weighed  against  the 
lights  of  an  accused  and  maligned  community*. 

The  undersigned  feel  justified  in  referring  to  another  fact  connected 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


XLVI  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN*  MISSISSIPPL 

with  the  inveBtigatioD  showing  that  its  design  and  purpose  in  part  was 
to  mannfacture  partisan  literature  for  the  Presidential  campaign.  A 
correspondent  of  two  leading  Republican  papers  at  the  North — theNev 
York  Times  and  a  paper  in  Boston — was  selected  as  clerk  of  the  sab- 
committee,  who  sent  off  to  the  papers  with  which  he  was  connected 
while  the  investigation  was  in  progress  partial  and  distorted  state- 
ments of  the  testimony  taken,  which  were  copied  in  other  Bepublican 
pa))er8  throughout  the  country.  The  avocation  of  the  clerk  as  a  writer 
for  the  press  was  known  to  the  majority  of  the  committee  and  his  mis- 
representations of  facts  tolerated,  if  not  approved,  by  them.  It  may  be 
that  the  impropriety  of  publishing  garbled  statements  of  matters  de- 
tailed before  the  committee  did  not  occur  to  the  clerk,  but  the  members 
of  the  committee  resiK)nsil)le  for  this  appointment  would  certainly  have 
permitted  no  such  breach  of  decorum  unless  it  met  their  approval  and 
aided  the  general  purpose  and  design  of  the  investigation. 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  report  of  the  committee  likewise  furnishes  the  most  indubitable 
evidence  not  only  of  the  imrtisan  purpose  of  the  investigation  but  of 
the  unreliability  of  the  statements  and  conclusions  reached  even  by  a 
Senatorial  committee  when  party  interests  are  to  be  served  by  an  in- 
vestigation eomnutted  to  its  charge.  The  undersigtied  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  a  fair  and  impartial  jury  of  intelligent  men  listening 
to  the  testimony  taken  before  the  committee,  and  giving  due  weight  to 
the  evidence  based  n|H)n  the  character  of  the  witnesses  and  the  relia- 
bility of  their  statements,  would  unhesitatingly  have  arrived  at  con- 
clusions ilirectly  the  opi>o8ite  to  those  subioitted  by  the  committee.  The 
re|M)rt  evidently  ignored  or  purposely  disregarded  the  sworn  testimony 
of  the  moat  intelligent,  trustworthy,  and  reliable  citizens  of  Copiah 
County  and  gave  full  credence  and  belief  to  the  statements  of  persons 
some  of  whom  were  shown  to  be  destitute  of  cdaracter  for  veracity  and 
others  ap])arently  too  ignorant  to  understand  and  regard  the  obligation 
of  tlie  oaths  they  had  taken.  Assuming  that  the  wildest  rumors  freely 
detailed  before  tlje  committee  were  true,  and  that  unsupported  hearsay 
when  it  tended  to  establish  what  was  desired  to  be  proved  was  equally 
as  reliable  a^  the  truths  of  revelation,  the  majority  of  the  committee 
have  embodied  in  their  report  statements  not  only  unwarrante<l  by  the 
general  current  and  weight  of  testimony  but  at  variance  with  facts 
clearly  established  by  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  most  respectable  and 
reliable  men  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  COPIAH  COUNTY. 

There  has  been  an  evident  attempt,  not  only  in  the  preamble  and  reso- 
Intion  directing  the  investigation  into  affairs  in  Copiah  County,  hut 
throughout  the  entire  investigation,  and  in  the  report  of  the  committee, 
to  make  the  impression  upon  the  country'  that  the  white  people  of  Copiah 
County  (and  indeed  of  the  State  of  Mississippi)  are  a  turbulent,  disor- 
derly,*and  violent  people,  regardless  alike  of  the  claims  of  humanity  and 
the  obligations  and  duties  imposed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
land.  The  undersigned  feel  justified  in  saying  that  such  statements 
and  insinuations,  from  whatever  source  they  emanate,  are  not  only  un- 
warranted but  jiositively  contradicted  by  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
committee.  While  doubtless  there  are  in  Copiah  County,  as  in  eveiy 
other  community,  some  perpons  unmindful  of  their  duties  ascitizens,  and 
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reekless  alike  to  the  intersts  of  themselves  and  the  rights  of  others,  we 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  from  the  evidence  before  us  that  the  percentage 
of  such  persons  is  not  in  excess  of  that  in  mont  other  localities,  and  far 
less  tiian  obtains  in  many  other  placos,  and  that  the  number  of  crimes 
and  violations  of  law  committed  by  white  people  in  that  county  are  less 
in  number  and  less  aggravated  in  character  than  in  many  portions  of 
New  England  and  other  Northern  States  that  boast  uf  their  educational 
advantages  and  superior  civilization.  The  great  majority  of  the  white 
citizens  of  the  county  are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  living  on  their 
&nn8  and  pursuing  the  peaceful  methods  incident  to  their  avocations,  de- 
pendent to  a  large  extent  u|K>n  the  labor  of  the  colored  race,  their  owu  in- 
teest  and  that  of  their  families,  if  no  higher  motives,  require  the  culti- 
vation of  kindly  relations  between  themselves  and  their  employes.  Liv- 
ing thus  in  the  quiet  of  rural  life,  the  white  citizens  of  Copiah  County 
are  remarkably  conservative,  peaceful,  and-law  abiding,  as  the  follow- 
ing extracts  from  the  testimony  will  show : 

The  Eev.  W.  B.Bingham,  a'Presbyterian  minister,  pastor  of  a  church 
in  Hazelhurst,  and  superintendent  of  education  from  1876  to  1884,  tes- 
tifies as  follows : 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  citizens  of  Copiah  Connty  pretty  well  f — A.  YeH,  sir ;  I  am 
acqoaiuted  with  nearly  all  the  leadiug  citizens  in  this  way:  In  selecting  trustees 
thnmeboQt  the  connty  the  object  is  to  get  the  best  men  who  are  patrons  of  each 
•ehool  as  trustees  of  those  schools,  and  I  oiten  have  to  c(»nf*r  with  the  trustees  of  the 
schools  on  school  business,  and  in  that  way  have  formed  th«  acqnuintauce  of  nearly 
all  the  best  people  in  thf  county,  both  white  and  colored,  being  trustees  of  their  re- 
spective schools. 

Q.  What  are  the  characteristics  of  the  citizens  of  Copiah  Couuty  in  regard  to  a  love 
of  ordc-r,  intelligence,  and  their  general  character  f— A.  The  people  will  compare 
fiiTorably  with  the  people  of  any  neighborhood  in  which  I  have  ever  lived.  The 
people  are  noted  for  their  hospitality  and  as  law-abiding  citizens,  and  are  as  intelli- 
gent aod  moral  as  any  ptsople  with  whom  I  have  lived. 

Q.  Are  they  church-going  |>eople  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  are  quite  a  number  of  churches 
csUblished  throughout  the  couuty. 

Q.  What  state  are  you  fro'u  f-^A.  I  am  a  native  of  Alabama. 

Q.  Do  yon  find  they  compare  favorably  with  the  people  of  Alabam^if — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  thiok  so. 

Q.  And  with  the  people  of  other  communities  in  which  you  have  lived? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Hon.  S.  S.  Calhoun,  a  prominimt  member  of  the ;  bar  and  formerly  one 
of  the  judges  of  tbe  judicial  district  embracing  Copiah  Couuty,  in  his 
testimony  before  the  committee  (pages  470  aud  471)  says : 

8.  S.  Calhoun  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saclsbury: 

Qoestion.  Where  do  you  reside? — Answer,  I  live  m  Jackson,  Miss. ;  have  been  liv- 
hig  there  for  a  year  and  a  half. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  profession  or  business f — A.  I  am  a  practicing  lawyer  at 
Jackson. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  npon  the  bench  of  your  State  ?— A.  Ye«,  sir;  I  was  on  the  bench 
for  about  six  and  a  half  years.  I  served  one  full  term  and  was»  reappointed  in  May 
and  reKipwl  the  15th  of  October. 

Q.  What  counties  were  embraced  in  your  jadicial  district! — A.  The  ninth  district 
eiDbnices  the  counties  of  Yazoo,  Madison,  Hinds,  and  Copiah. 

Q.  How  often  do  you  hold  court  in  Copiah  County  t — A.  Twico  a  year. 

Q.  You  were  in  that  county  holding  the  terms  of  that  court  twice  a  year;  on  any 
other  occasions? — A.  I  hold  two  tenns  a  year ;  I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  held  a  special 
term  in  Copiah. 

Q.  Hsd  yon  an  opportunity  of  becoming  pretty  w»*ll  acquainted  with  the  people 
of  Copiah  Connty  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  the  population  of  that  county  by  their  gen- 
eral appearance,  and  was  acquainted  with  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  county.  I  had  such  acquaintance  with  them  as  a  circuit  judge  would 
naturally  have  of  a  pcNOple  over  whom  he  presided. 

Q.  What  is  year  estimate  of  the  white  people  of  that  county  as  good,  law-abiding 
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citizens  T — A.  I  regard  thero  as  fairly  np  to  those  of  any  coanty  in  the  filiate.  The 
ttuth  in  reference  to  tjiat  is,  I  think  the  people  are  very  mnch  the  same  the  inrorld 
oyer.  You  will  find  about  the  Bame  of  good  and  evil  in  all  civilized  countries,  »nd 
Copiah  County  stands  about  as  well  as  any  of  them  that  I  know.  Of  course,  tliere 
are  counties  perhaps  io  the  8tate,  and  many  coniitieM  in  other  States,  which  ba-ve 
had  greater  advantages  than  Copiah  County,  and  that  may  be  more  elevated  in  point 
of  education  and  general  enlightenment;  but  I  think  as  good,  honest  people,  they 
will  compare  well  with  any  people  I  know  of.  There  are  bad  men  there  and  g:<K>d 
men,  in  about  the  same  proportion  as  elsewhere. 

The  following  is  tbetestimoD.y  of  T.  H.  Hargrave,  sheriff  of  the  coanty, 
on  this  point.  Mr.  Hargrave  is  a  gentleman  of  high  standing  in  his 
count}',  nniversally  esteemed  for  integrity  and  honesty,  and  of  a  most 
amiable  disposition,  as  his  patience  and  forl^earance  fully  demonstrated 
during  a  tedious  and  not  very  courteous,  and  sometimes  offensive,  crosa- 
examination.    (See  page  564:) 

*  T.  J.  Hargravb  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsburt  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  reside  T— Answer.  In  Hazlehnrst. 
Q.  Are  yon  the  sherifif  for  that  county  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  you  tirst  elected  sheriff  f— A.  I  was  first  elected  in  November,  18B1. 
Q.  And  re-elected  at  the  last  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  is  the  term  of  ofl9ee  t— A.  Two  years. 
Q.  You  were  re-electeil  in  IdSJT— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  sheriff  of  the  couuty,  I  suppose  you  have  a  very  general  aoquaintanoe  with 
he  people  of  the  county  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  have. 

Q.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  character  of  the  white  people  of  that  county  «» 
peaceahle  and  law-abiding  citizens?— A.  To  take  them  as  a  whole,  I  think  they  irili 
compare  favorably  with  the  people  of  any  other  county  in  the  State. 

W.  G.  Wilkinson,  in  reference  to  the  general  character  of  the  white 
people  of  Copiah  County,  testifies  as  follows.  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  intelligent  citizens  of  the  county,  against  whom 
no  word  of  censure  or  reproach  was  uttered  by  the  most  malignant  par- 
tisan.   (See  page  522 :) 

W.  C.  Wilkinson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsburt  : 

Question.  Where  do  j-on  reside  T — Answer.  At  Crystal  Springs. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  and  occupation  f— A.  I  am  a  merchant. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  white  people  of  your  section ;  are  they  a  conaerra- 
tive,  law-abiding  people  f 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  in  the  county  T 

Mr.  Saulsburt.  Yes;  in  the  county  and  in  your  locality. 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  as  g(K>d  as  can  be  had  anyw  here.  The  county  is  composed  gener- 
ally of  small  farmers;  of  white  men  who  are  small  farmers,  and  they  are  always  law- 
abiding,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  Christian  people. 

Q.  That  is  the  general  character  of  the  pe«>ple  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  general  char- 
acter. A  few  years  ago  1  served  on  the  grand  ^ury,  and  in  my  capacity  as  foreman,  in 
making  my  report,  I  took  occasion  to  call  attention  to  the  remarkably  peaceable  oharae- 
ter  of  the  peonle;  that  there  were  so  few  crimes  against  the  person  report^-d  to  Hm 
grand  jury.  Nearly  all  the  criuies  reported  were  those  of  petty  thefts  ^y  negroes,  and 
where  white  men  were  involved  it  was  for  illegal  liquor  selling.  Owing  to  the  strict 
laws  on  the  subject  uiauy  indictments  of  that  class  were  found.  That,  and  cairyin^ 
concealed  weapons,  constituted  about  the  principal  ofifenses. 

Mr.  G.  8.  Dodds,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  the  county,  to  whose  testi- 
mony we  may  have  occasion  to  refer  in  other  connections,  speaks  of  the 
white  people  of  the  county  as  follows.  Mr.  Dodd's  ftrank  Mud  candid 
manner  in  delivering  liis  testimony,  as  well  as  his  known  high  char- 
acter, must  have  impressed  the  entire  committee  most  favorably.  (See 
page  489 :) 

Q.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  people  of  Copiah  County,!  suppose  t— A.  Yea, 
sir;  I  have  been  raised  in  the  county,  and  I  do  not  suppose  there  are  nfty  white  men 
in  the  county  that  I  do  not  know  personally. 
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Q.  I  will  ask  yon,  from  yonr  knowledge  of  the  white  men  and  Democrate  of  that 
county,  whether  the  large  uinjority  of  the  while  uieu  and  Democrafs  of  that  coanty 
wrt  uot  in  favtir  of  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  in  the  community,  and  are  not 
rood  eitizeusf — A.  They  aro,  nndonbtedly,  from  this  fact:  We  have  borne  a  great 
deal  there,  our  people  have,  and  we  have  gone  through  with  heated  oanvasnes,  and 
we  have  subuiitUad  to  corruption  in  office  there,  to  our  treasury  bt'ing  robbed,  our 
warrants  being  put  down,  and  all  that,  ami  in  the  face  of  all  that,  up  to  the  present 
trouble,  I  do  not  bnlieve  there  had  ever  been  within  the  limits  of  Copiah  County,  so 
fu  as  my  iufonuation  goes,  any  disturbance  growing  out  of  politics  or  anything  in 
eoDoectioD  with  it. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Audre,  an  intellifjent  witness  produced  before  the  commit- 
t^  and  examined  in  reference  to  tbe  character  of  the  people  of  the 
ooiinty,  spoke  as  follows  (page  477) : 

A.  F.  Andre  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f— Answer.  In  Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Q.  Have  you  lived  there  several  years f — A.  Yes,  sir;  r.wenty-five  years. 

Q.  You  are  a  foreigner  by  birth f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  bom  in  Sweden. 

Q.  Are  you  a  naturalized  citizen  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  the  people  of  Copiah  County  pretty  well? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  them. 

Q.  The  white  people  and  the  Liemooratsf — A.  I  think  I  know  them  all. 

Q.  What  kind  of  people  are  they  f  Are  they  a  jieace-loving,  order-loving  people,  or 
the  Ttxenm  f— A.  I  have  found  them  to  be  peaceable,  goo<l  people,  aH  good  as  I  have 
met  with  anywhere  else  that  I  have  been. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  a  good  deal  over  the  world,  have  yon  not  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  lived  in  various  communities  f — ^A.  I  have  lived  in  Canada,  and  I  lived  in 
the  Stale  of  Nevt  York  when  I  was  a  young  man,  and  have  traveled  some  in  Europe. 

Q.  And  yon  find  these  people  as  good  an  average  class  of  citizens  as  you  find  else- 
whetpf — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  I  have  found  anywhere. 

Q.  A  peaeeable,  law-abiding,  religious  people  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Sylvester  Gwin,  esq.,  who  was  born  and  resided  for  more  than  fifty 
years  in  l^linsissippi,  and  is  auditor  of  pablic  accounts  of  that  State,  re- 
siding in  the  city  of  Jackson,  and  having  a  general  acquaintance  with 
the  wiiite  people  of  Copiah  County,  speaks  of  them  in  the  following  com- 
plimeutary  terms  (page  466) : 

Q.  What  is  your  estimate  of  that  county,  of  the  white  men  and  Democrats  of  that 
coonty  as  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens  t — A.  I  do  uot  believe  that  there  is  a 
better  element  of  white  men  anywhere  than  there  is  in  Copiah  County.  They  have 
•Iways  been  regarded  as  a  proud,  high-toned  people,  the  people  who  form  the  oiti- 
lenship  of  that  county ;  it  has  been  so  regarded  aud  the  county  has  often  been  spoken 
of  throaghout  the  State  as  contaiuing  an  elegant  class  of  people,  always  alluded  to  in 
that  way.  It  is  a  large  county,  and  has  a  great  many  white  people  in  it  and  a  great 
nsnj  negnies.     It  is  amoug  the  largest  tax-paying  counties  in  ihe  State. 

Q.  Do  yon  believe  that  any  large  percentage  of  the  white  people  of  that  oonnty 
would  eneonrage  or  ever  did  encourage  lawlessness  and  violations  of  law  and  order 
in  thateonnty  t — A.  I  do  not ;  on  the  contrary  I  believe  they  would  discourage  any- 
thing of  the  sort. 

Jodge  T.  E.  Cooper,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  Mis- 
nttnppiffor  many  years  a  resident  of  Copiah  County,  testifies  also  to  the 
good  character  of  the  people  of  the  county.    ( Page  453.) 

<}.  Ton  have  lived  a  gooil  many  years  in  Copiah  County  t— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  And  know  its  people  very  well  f — A.  I  think  I  have  a  general  acquaintance  with 
them 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  people  of  Copiah  County,  especially  of  the 
Draiorratic  portion  of  that  people,  for  peace  and  law  and  order ;  are  they  good  citi- 
imi  or  otherwise  f — ^A.  I  think  it  is  an  average  coanty  of  the  State  or  of  the  United 
fitttetb  I  think  the  people  are  abont  the  same  there  as  elsewhere— have  their  virtnea 
md  their  faults. 

Q.  Ton  think,  then,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  people  are  law-abiding,  orderly, 
good  citizens  r— A.  I  do. 

Q.  And  that  they  have  only  the  nanal  proportion  of  disorderly  and  tnrbalent  peo- 
ple f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Always  to  be  foand  in  commnnities  of  the  same  population  1 — A.'  Yes,  sir. 
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CANVASS  AIO)  ELECTIONS. 

There  was  an  election  to  be  held  in  Copiah  County  for  members  of  th« 
le^slafure  and  certain  local  offices.  No  member  of  Congress  was  to  be 
voted  lor,  nor  was  a  Senator  to  Selected  by  the  legislature.  The  elec- 
tion was  purely  lo<*al  and  conld  have  in  its  resnlts  no  possible  bearing 
upon  questions  with  which  any  department  of  the  General  GovemmcDt 
had  the  least  concern.  Ui  til  within  the  last  few  years  no  interference 
with  or  inquiiy-  into  the  local  elections  of  the  States  of  the  Union  has 
been  deemed  necessary  or  proper,  and  this,  we  believe,  is  the  first  in- 
stance in  the  histoiy  of  the  country  where  such  an  inquiry  has  been  at- 
tempted by  either  House  of  Congress  unless  where  the  right  of  some 
claimant  to  a  seat  in  one  House  or  the  other,  or  the  election  of  Presiden- 
tial electors,  was  involved.  The  county  had  for  a  number  of  years 
been  generally  Democratic,  but  candidates  on  the  opposite  side  would 
sometimes  be  elected  to  minor  positions. 

There  was  no  Republican  ticket  nominated,  but  the  party  opposed  to 
the  Democracy  assumed  the  name  of  Independents,  and  its  candidates 
with  one  or  two  exceptions  were  persons  who  had  never  claimed  to  be 
Bepublican.  Candidates  were  placed  in  nomination  for  the  various  offices 
by  both  parties  some  weeks  before  the  election,  and  the  canvass  com- 
menced by  joint  discussions  by  s))eakerK  on  the  respective  sides.  Seven- 
teen joint  meetings  were  arranged  and  held,  accompanied  with  the  usual 
interest  which  such  discussions  excite,  but  no  disturbance  of  the  peace 
or  diHonler  of  any  kind  occurred.  The  ap)>ointments  for  joint  meetings 
terminated  some  twelve  or  fouiteen  days  before  the  day  of  election,  and 
afterwards  various  club  and  other  Democratic  meetings  were  held  in 
different  parts  of  the  county,  both  in  the  day  time  and  at  night  as  is 
usual  in  every  State  and  county  in  the  Union  where  elections  are  to 
take  place.  The  candidates  of  the  Independent  party,  as  it  was  called, 
decided  to  hold  no  separate  meetings,  but  this  determination  resulted 
from  no  apprehension  of  distui  bauce  or  opposition  to  their  doing  so  if  they 
desired,  but  from  a  belief  that  a  tnrther  contest  was  nseless  or  that  a 
private  and  personal  canvass  would  prove  more  successful.  The  adoption 
of  this  policy  by  the  Kepublican  candidates  was  regaided  by  some  voters 
as  an  abandonment  of  the  contest  and  doubtless  contributed  to  increase 
the  majority  against  them.  Several  Democratic  meetings  just  prior  to 
the  election  were  held  in  beat  3,  one  of  the  subdivisions  of  the  county, 
and  persons  attending  them  formed  in  procession  in  going  to  and  re- 
turning therefrom,  accompanied  by  a  band  of  music  and  taking  with 
them  a  cannon  to  announce  the  meeting  as  is  sometimes  done  by  botii 
parties  in  that  State;  some  of  the  persons  in  the  procession  likewise  car- 
ried guns,  but  no  proof  was  ofiered  to  show  that  any  person  in  any  of 
these  processions  ever  attempted  to  injure  any  person  with  the  arms  in 
their  possession.  The  report  of  the  committee  represents  that  this  com- 
pany began  Jts  operations  about  the  time  the  debates  closed,  some  foor- 
teen  days  before  the  election,  and  insinuates  that  thereafter  and  because 
of  its  presence  no  liepubliran  speech  was  made  in  the  county. 

Both  these  representations  are  untrue.  In  fact  no  procession  was 
formed  until  Thursday  or  Friday  prior  to  the  election  on  Tuesday,  and 
until  the  day  preceding  the  election,  when  it  came  into  Hazlehnrst  to  at- 
tend a  meetingaddressed  by  Major  Bark  sdale.  These  processions  existed 
only  in  beat  3  where  Democratic  meetings  were  being  held.  Leon  Mat- 
thews, the  Independent  candidate  for  the  pffice  of  sheriff,  in  response 
to  suggestive  interrogations  si>oke,  in  his  examination-inchief  ofa  mob 
as  he  termed  it  parading  the  county  for  weeks,  but  on  cross-examina- 
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tioD  was  compelled  to  admit  that  he  never  Raw  the  company  until  Mon- 
day before  the  election  when  it  came  into  Hazlehnrst,  although  he  had 
beoi  in  the  comity  and  had  canvassed  the  county  thoroup^hly.  The  In- 
dependent candidate  for  chancery  clerk  never  saw  or  henrd  of  the  pro- 
cession untiT  Monday,  although  he  testified  that  he  had  been  actively 
canvassing  every  part  of  the  county  prior  to  that  time. 

For  effect  the  committee  and  some  of  the  witnesses  chose  to  term  these 
processions  mobs,  but  they  were,  in  fact,  nothing  more  or  less  than 
political  processions  diftering  only  from  similar  processions  in  other 
partsof  the  country  in  taking  along  a  cannon  and  other  fire-arms.  These 
processions,  as  is  shown  by  the  testimony,  wei'e  composed  largely  of  farm- 
ers and  other  persons  living  in  the  county,  most  of  whom  were  shown 
to  be  good  citizens,  to  whom  no  crime  has  ever  been  imputed.  Doubt- 
less there  were  also  some  thoughtless  and  rash  young  men  in  the  pro- 
cession, some  of  whom  may  have  indulged  in  impi*oper  methods  to  in- 
flnence  the  result  of  the  election.  Some  acts  of  violence  may,  in  a  few 
histances,  have  been  committed  by  heedless  youths  or  reckless  pien  or 
what,  in  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  wit  masses  was  more  probable,  by 
persons  who  took  advantage  of  these  occasions  to  avenge  private  griev- 
soces  in  the  hope  of  diverting  suspicion  from  themselves. 

From  whatever  cause  or  causes  any  of  the  alleged  acts  of  violence 
may  have  occurred  or  by  whom  committed  they  meet  the  unqualifi(*d  dis- 
approval of  the  undersigned,  as  we  are  sure  they  do  of  all  good  citizens 
of  Cqpiah  County.  We  cannot,  however,  withhold  the  expression  of  our 
convictions  based  upon  the  evidence  before  us,  that  these  alleged  acts 
of  lawlessness  in  that  county  are  greatly  magnified  iu  number  and  ex- 
aggerated in  character  in  the  report  of  the  committee.  Acts  of  violence 
wliolly  unconnected  with  politics,  resulting  from  xiersonal  animosities, 
aie  gravely  charged  in  the  repoit  as  political  outrages  without  justifi- 
cation, and  contrary  to  facts  established  by  the  testimony.  1  f,  however, 
the  undersigned  were  to  admit  (which  they  cannot  with  due  regard  to 
the  truth)  that  a  condition  of  affairs  existed  in  Copiah  County  as  rep- 
rehensible as  is  alleged  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  we  should  be  at 
a  loss  to  conceive  what  excuse  or  justification  it  could  furnish  for  an  in- 
vestigation by  a  committee  of  the  Senate.  The  right  of  no  Senator  to 
a  seat  in  the  Senate  nor  the  act  of  any  Federal  oflicer  was  involved  in 
the  inquiry.  Why  then  should  the  Senate  interfere  in  a  matter  ])urely 
local,  and  send  out  a  committee  of  the  bodj'  to  assume  jurisdiction  of  a 
matter  with  which  it  has  uo  rightful  concern.  Had  no  partisan  pur[)ose 
been  to  serve  no  such  inquiry  wouhl  have  been  instigated,  and  no  such  re- 
port been  made  by  the  committee  detaileil  for  the  humiliating  service. 
It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  however,  that  the  instigators  and  aiders 
in  this  partisan  enterprise,  eager  to  avail  themselves  of  every  rumor  of 
violence  and  wrong,  which,  by  contortion  and  misrei)resentation  could 
be  charged  to  the  Democratic  party,  have  been  unable  to  find  by  the 
most  diligent  inquiry  any  locality  in  the  whole  country  except  Danville, 
in  Virginia,  and  Copiah  County,  in  Mississippi,  where  the  slightest  po- 
litical disturbance  has  occurred. 

A  few  years  ago  the  inventive  genius  of  party  leaders,  aided  by  car- 
pet-bag allies  could  invent  calumnies  and  slanders  against  every  com- 
monity  in  the  Southern  States,  but  with  equal  desire  to  avail  them- 
selves of  similar  means  to  assist  the  Republican  party  in  the.  coming 
Presidential  election  they  have  not  the  boldness  to  charge  the  least 
offense  against  the  Democratic  party  in  any  State  except  at  the  places 
named. 

The  canvass  in  the  county  wa«  attended  with  considerable  excite- 
ment, growing  in  part  out  of  the  management  of  the  flgarncj^l^^  ' 
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the  connty.  At  the  election  of  1881  a  m^ority  of  the  sopervisora  of 
the  county  chosen  were  Kepnblieans.  They  went  into  office  on  the  flret 
Monday  in  January,  1882,  and  held  office  for  two  years.  When  they  en- 
tered into  joffice  the  county  was  ont  of  debt,  except  a  debt  of  t3,000  dae 
the  school  fund,  and  had  a  surplus  of  tl3,000  to  the  credit  of  the  gen- 
eral fund  leaving  a  clean  balance  in  the  treasury  of  tlO,000,  They  ran 
the  county  in  debt  and  issued  warrantsto  teachers  of  the  public  schools 
and  other  persons  having?  claims  against  the  county,  which  they  were 
compelled  to  sell  at  large  discounts,  and  which  were  brought  up  by 
speculators,  one  of  whom  was  J.  P.  Matthews,  who  seems  to  have  eon- 
trolled  the  official  action  of  the  supervisors.  In  addition  to  depleting 
the  treasury,  this  board  of  supervisors  involved  the  county  in  a  debt 
of  between  tl5,000  ami  t20,000,  to  be  paid  by  taxes  levied  upon  the 
people  of  the  county.  The  apprehension  that  the  success  of  the  Inde- 
pendent ticket  in  1883,  some  of  the  candidates  of  which  were  members 
of  the  old  board  of  supervisors,  would  continue  the  further  management 
of  the  afl'airs  of  the  county,  produced,  with  other  causes,  not  only  a  gen- 
eral interest  in  the  election  on  the  part  of  tax-payers,  but  an  earnest 
determination  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  dreaded  calamity. 

Here  follows  some  of  the  testimony  in  reference  to  the  matters  re- 
ferred to. 

J.  M.  NoRMAX  recalled.    (Page  544): 
By  Mr.  Saulsbruy  : 

QueHtioD.  Yon  are  the  cbau eery  clerk  of  Copiah  County  t— Answer.  I  haveibeeB. 

Q.  When  waa  yonr  term  out  f — A.  In  Jannary  laat. 

Q.  As  cliancery  clerk  waa  it  or  not  yonr  dnty  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  hoai- 
netis  of  the  officers  of  the  county  at  tlie  close  of  their  trrmsT — ^A.  Yea,  sir;  I  audited 
the  acconnts  of  public  officers. 

Q.  I  will  ask  yon  what  was  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  Copiah  Connty  when 
the  board  of  Hupervisore  came  into  office  T — A.  In  the  county  general  fnnd,  in  ronad 
numbers,  there  was  about  $13,000  in  cash.  There  was  a  scoool  debt  of  probably 
$3,000.  about. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  county  when  they  went  ont  of 
office  f — A.  The  county  was  in  debt,  and,  as  near  as  I  can  come  at  it  (no  report  of 
the  treasurer  having  been  made  for  a  month  or  two  before  my  term  expired),  it  was 
between  $15,000  and  $20,000  that  the  ccmnty  was  in  debt,  as  I  estimated  it. 

Q.  That  was  on  the  general  fundt—A.  No,  sir;  not  entirely  on  the  general  fund. 
I  think  tho  county  must  have  been  in  debt  $12,000  or  $13,000  on  the  general  fund. 

J.  L.  Meade  (page  552),  a  lawyer  of  the  county,  being  interrogated  as 
to  the  causes  of  the  excitement  in  the  connty,  said: 

Q.  Was  there  or  not  much  excitement  during  the  political  canvas  in  yonr  ooonty  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  deal  of  excitement;  the  excitement  ran  very  high. 

Q.  State  some  of  the  canses  which  led  to  that,  which  produced  tluit  excitement  io 
the  county  in  the  canvas.— A.  The  canses  were  numerous ;  it  would  be  difflooU  to 
state  all  of  them.  One  was  the  fear  that  Mr.  Matthews  and  his  crowd  would  eon- 
tinue  or  would  get  possession  of  the  connty  government.  Another  was  that  we  were 
constantlT  in  apprehension  of  danger — I  mean  of  a  personal  nature  or  obaracter^ 
from  Mr.  Matthews's  language,  from  his  threats,  and  from  his  conduct.  I  remember 
on  one  occasion  it  was  currently  reported,  and  generally  believed,  it  seemed  to  me, 
that  Mr.  Matthews  ha<l  iuNtructed  the  negroes  to  attend  a  certain  meeting  thai  he 
had  called  in  the  town  of  Hazlebnrst,  and  to  come  armed.  That  caused  some  excite- 
ment. When  Mr.  Burnet  was  shot  it  was  stated,  and  came  from  the  other  side,  thai 
it  was  done  by  order  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee.  That  created  indignt^ 
tion,  and  that  caused  some  excitement.    There  were  various  other  things. 

William  Oliver  (page  293),  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
mills  at  Weston,  a  man  of  great  intelligence  and  integrity,  likewise  tes- 
tifies among  other  things  on  this  point,  an  extract  &om  which  is  here 
given : 

By  Mr.  Saulsburt  : 
Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  people  of  that  county  as  a  general  rale  are  ss 
clever  and  worthy  people  as  those  of  most  any  other  section  of  ^h<(-^tf^|ff  MlMi** 
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Bippif— A.  Ten,  BIT ;  I  wiU  tell  yon  id  regard  to  my  opinion  abont  them.  I  think  like 
this:  I  have  been  there  for  thirteen  years.  I  hope  yon  will  not  consider  me  a  ready 
witness,  bnt  I  wonld  like  to  give  yon  a  little  history  of  my  experience.  For  thirteen 
years  I  have  been  there  and  I  have  observed  the  politics  of  the  connty  and  its  prog- 
ress, and  I  know  that  the  people  have  borne  a  great  deal  of  bad  government  in  that 
eonnty,  and  they  are  very  sore  over  it,  and  as  a  matter  of  conrse  that  makes  the  prop- 
erty-holders and  better  class  of  the  people  there  j^enerally  Democrats.  I  think  that 
is  the  canse  of  it,  for  with  onr  board  of  snpervisorH,  and  the  manipulation  of  onr 
eooDty  affairs,  the  offices  there,  a  great  deal  is  involved  ;  onr  assesHment  of  taxes  and 
eolleetion  of  taxes  and  so  on.  The  board  of  supervisors  regulate  all  those  things  and 
the  warrants  and  the  connty  affairs,  and  a  great  deal  is  involved  in  that  matter,  and 
we  own  a  great  deal  of  property  iu  Copiah  Connty,  and  we  feel  an  intenest  in  having 
good  government;  we  certainly  do,  and  I  think  the  better  class  of  people  are  law- 
sbidiog.  Of  conrse,  in  the  Democratic  party,  as  well  as  in  any  other  party  in  any 
country,  they  have  some  of  the  bad  element.  Whisky  often  times  gets  the  better  of 
them  and  inflnences  them  t«>  do  things  they  ought  not  to  do,  and  under  excitement 
st  times  many  things  are  done  that  the  better  class  of  |)eople  do  not  approve.  But 
I  think  the  maiority  of  them  are  the  bfst  element  among  the  white  people.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  that  covers  the  entire  voting  population  of  the  county.  But  the 
intelligent  and  best  element  are  in  fkvor  of  law  and  order.  I  have  talked  with  a 
Rreat  many  who  regret  anything  else  except  having  thiugn  done  in  a  peaceable,  law- 
fol,  and  qniet  way.    This  is  my 'Opinion  of  onr  people. 

It  id  not  at  all  sarprising  that  the  people  of  Copiah  County,  who  had 
felt  in  oommon  with  the  citizens  generally  of  MisniMsippi  the  oppressions 
aod  wrongs  of  carpet-bag  government  under  Ame^,  when  they  experi- 
enced again  under  Republican  leaders  manipulating  the  votes  of  ignorant 
negroes  for  selfish  purposes,  the  exactions  which  robbed  them  of  their 
piO|)erty,  should  be  indignant  and  excited,  and  determined,  if  possible, 
to  prevent  its  continuance.  They  understood  full  well  that  the  success 
of  the  Independent  ticket  would  result  in  additional  burdens  upon  them- 
aelves  and  further  robberies  of  the  treasury  to  increase  private  fortunes 
and  enrich  a  few  men,  and  evei*y  impulse  of  patriotic  duty  to  the  county 
as  well  as  a  jnst  regard  to  self  interest  demanded  that  they  should,  if 
possible,  by  all  fair  means,  prevent  such  a  calamity.  The  result  of  the 
election  is  attributed  in  the  reiwrtof  the  committee  to  violence  and  in- 
timidation of  voters  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  of  the  county ;  but 
otbtt  causes  more  in  consonance  with  facts  might  have  been  found  had 
tbe  committee  been  so  disposed. 

The  fact  that  tbe  Bepublican  leaders  had  sought  to  accomplish  their 
purpose  by  attempting  to  transfer  the  members  of  their  party  to  an  in- 
dependent organization,  composed  of  unsuccessful  chronic  Democratic 
.  office-seekers,  disgusted  many  Kepublican  voters  and  induced  some  of 
tliem  to  remain  from  the  polls  and  others  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 
The  virtual  abandonment  of  the  contest  by  tbe  Independents  two  weeks 
before  the  election  likewise  diminished  the  vote  for  that  party  and  in- 
ereased  the  majority  for  the  Democratic  candidates.  These  and  other 
causes  to  which  we  could  refer  are  the  true  explanation  for  the  large 
Democratic  majority  iu  the  county. 

AXXEGEB  GRIMES. 

The  ondersigned  desire  to  be  as  respectful  and  courteous  to  their  as- 
iocfates  on  the  committee  as  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  Senate  and  the  country 
will  permit,  and  it  is  with  painful  regret  that  they  are  compelled  to  de- 
elare  that  the  report  of  the  majority  conceals  the  real  facts  in  many  in- 
•tances  disclosed  by  the  testimony,  and  seeks  to  impose  upon  the  countiy 
atatements  not  only  unsnstained  but  positively  contradicted  by  the  evi- 
dence before  tbe  committee. 

In  their  anxiety  to  convict  the  Democratic  party  of  Copiah  County 
of  conspiracy  in  the  commission  of  murder,  arson,  and  other  crimes,  the 
auyority  of  tlie  committee  seem  to  have  forgotten  the  oj^li^t^on  which 


LIY  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN   MISSISSIPPI. 

their  position  as  Senators  and  members  of  the  committee  charged  with 
the  in  vestigation,  imposed  upon  them,  to  state  fairly  the  facts  established 
by  the  proofs. 

THE  KILLING  OF  THOMAS  WALLIS. 

In  reconntinfir  the  wrongs  which  they  are  pleased  to  charge  upon  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  county,  they  instance  the  mnrder  of  a  negro 
man  by  the  name  of  Tom  Wallis^  who  was  killed  some  ten  days  or  two 
weeks  before  the  election  by  parties  unknown,  but  supposed  to  be  by 
perbons  actuated  by  revenge  for  some  real  or  fancied  wrong.  The  kill- 
ing of  the  man  was  as  universally  condemned  in  Copiah  County  as  mur- 
ders could  be  in  any  community,- and  no  charge  or  insinuation  that  it  re- 
sulted from  political  motives  was  suggested  until  the  inventive  genias 
of  A.  W.  Barnett  concocted  and  circulated  the  slanderous  rei)ort.  The 
grand  jury  of  the  county,  a  majority  of  whom  were  Eepublicans  and  In- 
dependents, fully  investigated  this  homicide,  and  we  give  the  sworn 
testimony  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  grand  jury  in  reference  to  the 
facts  elicited  (p.  511): 

S.  P.  Beaciium  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbdry: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? — Answer.  In  Copiah  County. 

Q.  How  lon^  have  you  resided  in  Copiah  County? — A.  I  lack  a  little  of  being  thera 
sixty  years.    I  was  bom  there. 

Q.  Were  you  on  the  grand  jury  there  at  the  last  session? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  action,  if  any,  was  taken  by  the  grand  jury  in  refereoo* 
to  the  alleged  killing  of  one  Wallis,  a  colored  man? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  tried  to  ^et  at 
it,  but  we  could  not  get  at  anybody  at  all. 

Q.  Did  the  grand  jury  use  every  effort  they  could  to  find  out  about  it? — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
we  snninioiie<l  every liody  that  we  thought  would  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Had  you  the  wife  of  Wallis  there f— A.  We  had;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  interrogate  her  as  t^  who  killed  Wallis;  if  so,  state  what  she  aaid. — A^ 
I  do  not  recollect  exactly  what  she  said;  she  said  that  she  did  not  know  any  of  th« 
parties. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  rest  of  the  family  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  she  had  some  sods  there. 

Q.  Did  they  say  they  knew  anything  about  it? — A.  No, sir.  There  was  one  in  tho 
house  at-tlie  time  it  happened,  but  he  ran  out  of  the  back  door,  and  ran  off  and  did 
not  see  it. 

Q.  They  did  not  know,  then,  who  the  parties  were  who  killed  Lim? — A.  No,  sir; 
they  said  not. 

Q.  Was  that  grand  jury  composed  exclusively  of  Democrats,  or  partly  of  Democrats 
and  partly  of  Republicans,  or  Independents  f— A.  There  were  5  Republicans,  3  lode- 
pendents,  an<I  y  Democrats.     We  have  sixteen  on  the  grand  jury  there. 

Q.  Was  there  any  motion  made  in  reference  to  the  Wallis  case  as  to  whether  a  tras 
bill  should  be  found  or  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  Did  any  of  these  jurors  vote  against  ignoring  the  bill? — ^A.  I  think  every  ens 
did.     I  do  not  think  there  was  a  man  voted  for  it  under  the  evidence  we  had. 

Q.  My  question  was,  if  any  one  of  them  voted  against  ignoring  the  bill?-  A.  No, 
sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  did.' 

Q.  They  all  voted  to 'find  no  true  bill  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  Who  did  the  grand  jury  summon  before  it  to  investigat-e  the  Wallis  case  ? — A.  I 
think  we  got  the  evidence,  all  we  could,  from  the  wife  of  the  man  Wallis,  and  tben 
had  them  subpccnaed. 

Q.  Who  did  they  subpcena  besides  the  widow  of  Wallis  ? — A.  We  had  her  cliildren, 
all  that  we  could  iind  there. 

Q.  Anybody  else  ?— A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  the  jury  of  inquest.  There  was  a  jury  of 
inquest  held,  and  we  had  those. 

Q.  Wlio  were  they  ?— A.  They  were  black  men,  most  of  them,  and  some  white  men. 

Q.  Can  you  give  tho  names  of  any  of  them? — A.  I  can  give  the  name  of  one.  I 
recollect  Lewis  JackSon. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  grand  jury  came  t.o  the  conclusion  thai  it  was 
utterly  impossible  to  ascertain  who  had  committed  that  offense? — A.  We  thought 
this,  that  it  might  come  out  eventually  who  did  do  it,  but  we  could  not  get  at  it. 
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John  B.  Hiddleton,  an  intelligent  farmer,  residing  in  beat  3,  in  Co- 
piah Coanty^  was  examined  in  respect  to  the  killing  of  Wallis,  and 
ga?e  Uie  following  accoant  of  the  matter  from  the  information  he  had 
received,  saying  that  he  had  not  known  of  anybody  who  believed  that 
he  was  killed  for  political  causes  (p.  409) : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis,  or  the  causes  which  led  to 
it  t— A  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge.  Wallid  was  killed  about  4^  miles  from 
where  I  lived. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  CAUses  which  were  generally  assigned  by  the  community  or 
any  portion  of  Hf — ^A.  It  b  believed  by  many  men  in  that  country  that  some  man 
vent  there  bnnting  bis  son.  There  was  one  man  at  the  coroner's  inquest,  and  he  said 
that  from  what  his  son  stated  he  was  satisfied  thfre  was  a  company  of  men  there  hunt- 
ing him,  and  when  they  got  down  they  asked  for  him,  and  a  light  occurred  in  the 
house,  a  gnn  was  fired,  and  the  father  was  killed.  It  is  believed  that  some  one  went 
there  for  bim,  and  this  old  man  made  a  fight  and  was  killeil. 

Q.  What  did  they  go  after  the  sou  for  f— A.  Well,  he  was  a  sort  of  bad  character. 
One  of  the  Matthewses  here  knows  that  his  boys  were  all  bad  men  ;  he  had  uorked 
them  on  his  contract  farm.  It  is  believed  by  soiuo  that  he  was  killed  on  account  of 
•oniething  else. 

(2.  Is  it  believed  by  anybody  or  by  many  people  that  he  was  killed  for  political 
eaasesT — A.  I  do  not  know  of  anybody  who  believes  it.  I  do  not  believe  politics  had 
anything  to  do  with  it  in  the  world.  I  know  my  neighbors  did  not  believe  tluit  poli- 
tics bad  anything  to  do  with  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis.  Tom  was  a  quiet  old  man 
himft-lf. 

Q.  He  did  not  take  much  part  in  politics f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Had  he  made  himself  ofiensive  in  politics  to  anybody  f — A.  I  never  heard  of 
aoythiog.  If  that  be  the  case  there  was  a  good  many  who  were  killed.  There  was 
one  killtA  near  me  a  few  weeks  ago — a  Democratic  colored  man — a  very  infiuential 
one. 

Q.  Bot  not  from  political  causes  f — A.  I  do  not  think  so.  He  was  assassinated  on 
the  road-side  in  broad  open  daytiiue. 

Q.  The  opinion  is  it  was  done  by  some  private  enemy? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  a  Democratic  colored  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  his  name  wsis  Kin  Harrison. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 
Q.  That  was  since  the  election  f — A.  Yes.  sir.  I  do  not  think  politics  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  killing  of  these  colored  people.  I  wuut  to  give  my  opinion  on  the  kill- 
u>K  of  a  good  many  of  the  colored  p«*ople  in  our  county.  They  shoot  one  another, 
fij^bt  one  another,  and  cut  one  another  a  great  deal  abont  their  women.  I  am  sat- 
ii^Sed  that  Kin  Harrison  was  killed,  but  wo  could  not  pntve  it  (we  investigated  it  two 
days),  that  he  was  killed  about  another  one's  wife,  but  we  could  n(»t  prove  it.  I 
think  a  great  deal  of  their  cutting  and  shooting  and  difficulties  occnr  Justin  that 
way. 

We  refer,  also  in  this  connection,  to  the  testimony  of  James  S.  Sexton, 
esq.,  a  prominent  hiwyer  of  Ilsizlehurst,  found  on  pap:e  575  of  the  printeci 
testimony,  and  which  will  heherealter  inserted  in  the  appendix  to  these 
Tiews,  bearing  upon  the  killing  of  Wallace  and  other  ciinies  (ciiarged  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  the  Democratic  party),  and  in  which  it  is 
shown  that  these  alleged  crimes  were  wholly  unconnected  with  politics, 
and  not  believed  to  have  been  political  even  by  the  parties  injured  or 
any  one  else  until  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  use  them  in  trying  to 
make  a  "case''  against  the  Democrats  of  the  county.  Yet  with  such 
evidence  before  them  the  majority  of  the  committee  to  carry  out  the 
objects  proposed  by  the  investigation  attribute  the  homicide  of  Wallace, 
as  veil  as  other  crimes,  to  political  account. 

WHIPPIKO  OP  HANDY  FOBTNEB. 

Another  instance  of  violence,  which  is  paraded  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  as  a  Democratic  outrage,  is  the  whipping  of  iiandy  Fortner 
some  ten  days  or  two  weeks  before  the  election.  This  matter  was  in- 
vestigated by  the  grand  jnry  and  Fortner  was  summoned  to  give  evi- 
dence in  the  case,  and  said  that  be  did  not  know  who  whip|)ed  him,  bat 
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supposed  a  man 'who  bad  a  grudge  against  him  for  reasons  which  he 
gave,  yet  the  committee,  ignoring  his  statement  before  the  grand  jury, 
cites  this  offense  as  a  crime  perpetrated  in  pursuance  of  a  conspiracy  on 
the  part  of  the  Democrats  of  the  county  to  commit  violence  on  Bepab- 
licana  to  deter  them  from  voting  the  Independent  ticket.  We  give  the 
sworn  statement  of  Fortner  before  the  grand  jury  at  a  time  when  he  had 
not  been  instructed  how  to  swear  in  aid  of  the  Repnblican  party  as  shown 
by  the  testimony  of  H.  A.  Earns,  foreman  of  the  grand  jury : 

Q.  Did  you  have  Handy  Fortner  before  you  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  ue  give  evidence  before  the  grand  jniy  f — A.  YeB.  sir;  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  show  bis  wonndsf — A.  Yes,  sir;  be  was  askeil  by  some  of  the  memben 
of  the  errand  jnry  to  sbow  where  be  bad  been  shot.  I  examined  bis  back  myself,  and 
he  showed  his  back  to  the  members  of  the  gi  and  *nry. 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  evidence  implicating  anybody  T — A.  1  can  only  tell  yon  in  his 
language — I  can  give  you  as  near  as  possible  what  occurred.  I  told  him  after  admin- 
istering the  oath  to  him — I  asked  him  what  statement  be  bad  to  make,  and  he  went 
on  to  state  abont  an  armed  body  of  men  coming  to  his  house  at  night  and  coming  io to 
the  yard,  and  I  believe  he  said  he  slipped  out  of  the  bouse  and  got  on  the  outside  into 
the  gallery,  and  they  came  in  and  took  bold  of  him  and.  took  him  out  and  to  the 
woods  and  whipped  him.  I  then  asked  him  tbequestion  if  be  recognized  any  of  those 
parties.  He  said  that  he  did  not ;  that  he  thought  he  did.  I  asked  him  if  he  could 
see  their  faces,,  or  if  they  were  disguised.  He  said  to  a  certain  extent  they  were,  and 
that  he  did  not  know  them.  He  stated  he  had  his  suspicious  who  they  were.  1  asked 
him  then  whom  he  suspected,  and  went  on  and  told  bim  if  he  knew  who  it  was  thst 
the  members  of  the  grand  jury  were  not  allowed  to  disclose  anything  told  by  wit- 
nesses, and  they  would  regard  that  thing  as  secret,  and  that  he  conld  give  it  without 
any  fear  of  anything  any  evidence  that  he  might  wish  to.  He  said  that  he  conld  not 
say  who  it  was,  but  he  bad  a  suspicion ;  he  judged  from  shape  of  form,  of  body,  but 
not  from  feature.  I  asked  bim  who  he  thought  it  was,  and  he  said  be  thought  it  wss 
Frank  Thompson.  I  asked  why  he  thought  so,  what  brought  about  that  conclnsion, 
and  he  said  that  the  man  who  took  bim  out  he  thought  was  Frank  Thumpson,  and  the 
reason  for  thinking  so  was  that  he  asked  him  how  many  wives  be  had,  and  Thomp- 
son wus  the  only  man  who  ever  accused  bim  of  having  two  wives.  I  asked  him  if 
that  was  his  reason,  and  he  said  yes,  that  was  his  reason,  in  connection  with  having 
some  trouble  with  him  in  court,  and  he  having  a  grudge  against  him.  I  said  to  him, 
can  you  say  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  in  the  presence  of  this  grand  jury 
that  it  was  Frank  Thompson  that  took  you  out  and  whipped  yon,  and  he  said  he 
conld  not.    That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  testimony. 

Q.  And  the  grand  jnry  declined  to  find  a  true  bill? — A..  Yes,  sir.  I  took  a  vote  on 
that  question,  and  there  was  not  a  single  member  of  the  grand  jury  that  voted  in 
favor  of  finding  a  bill  against  him. 

Q.  Six  of  them  were  colored  men,  you  sayf — A.  Five  or  six  Were  colored  men. 

Q.  And  eight  of  independent  politics? — A.  Yes,  sir:  including  the  colored  men. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  investigate  other  cases? — A.  We  heard  of  a  good  many 


where  pRrtit*s  repri'senting  Democratic  clubs  had  gone  out  to  political  speakings. 
We  found  bills  and  indictments  against  parties  for  carrying  concealed  weapons:  tut 
is  there  were  instances  where  they  would  go  to  a  public  speaking  and  wonld  poll 
out  their  pistols  and  shoot.    We  found  bills  against  parties  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Did  yon  indict  any  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  indicted  Democrats  on  the  evi- 
dence of  anybody  who  came  before  us.  We  endeavored  to  do  our  duty  impartiallj 
and  in  an  impartial  manner 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  that  grand  Jnl^  and  your  own  disposition,  do  yon 
think  that  bills  would  have  been  found  against  parties  accused  if  they  conld  have 
been  identified  in  those  cases,  if  proper  evidence  had  been  offered? — A.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  every  man  ot  that  grand  jury  would  bave  done  bis  whole 
duty  under  the  oath  that  he  took. 

THE  BURNING  OF  DANIEL  CBUMP'S  HOUSE. 

Still  another  crime  recklessly  charged  in  the  report  against  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  county  is  the  burning  of  Daniel  Crump's  house.  The 
committee  knew  at  the  time  they  signed  the  report  that  Crump  had 
gone  to  his  counsel  and  told  him  who  burned  his  house,  and  that  the 
reason  for  their  doing  so  was  a  protracted  lawsuit  in  which  he  was 
engaged  with  one  of  the  men.    That  in  consultation  with  J.  S.  Sextos, 
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mq^j  who  was  his  counsel  in  his  litigation,  he  never  charged  or  intim<ated 
that  it  grew  ont  of  politics  or  had  any  political  significance  whatever. 
We  shall  give  in  the  appendix  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Sexton,  a  gentle- 
man of  great  intelligence,  high  social  and  professional  standing,  and,  the 
strictest  integrity,  becaase  it  explains  many  things  relating  to  matters 
investigated  by  the  committee,  bat  insert  here  an  extract  from  his  tes- 
timony referring  to  the  killing  of  Wallis,  the  whipping  of  Fortner,  and 
the  bamiDg  of  Crump's  house: 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  aDything  about  these  ontrages  wliicb  have  been  testified  to;  have 
yon  investigated  any  of  those  things  T — A.  I  know  that  during  the  canvass  in  that 
coiinryy  during  the  aeaaiou  of  the  circuit  court  which  met  just  immediately  preceding 
the  election,  there  was  a  man  named  Wallis  killed,  and  I  remember  thert^  was  a  gooa 
deal  of  talk  about  it  in  the  town.  I  remember  distinctly  that  in  every  conversation 
regarding  that  killing  there  was  never  one  word  said  that  connected  it  with  politics, 
cr  wilh  any  crowd,  and  I  know  the  crowd  they  called  the  mob  which  went  down  into 
beat  3  did  not  go  there  until  a  number  of  days  after  Wallis  had  been  killed,  and  I 
know  it  never  Bad  any  political  significance. 

Q.  Did  any  Indepencfent  or  Republican  charge  it  T — A.  I  do  not  think  any  Inde- 
pendent or  Kepublican  living  ever  thought,  or  thinks  now,  that  that  was  the  case. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  that  is  going  rather  far. 

The  Witness.  I  heard  the  matter  discussed  constantly  about  the  killing  of  Wallis 
there,  and  heard  it  denounced  as  an  outrage,  but  I  never  heard  any  man  say  that  it 
hadany  political  connection  whatever.  I  have  heard  it  was  connected  with  a  law- 
suit in  which  gentlemen  there  are  interested.  Then,  about  the  burning  of  Daniel 
Crump's  house,  I  have  been  astonished  to  see  attempted  exaggerations  of  these  offenses. 
Some  of  them  are  bad  enough  as  it  is  without  exaggeration.  The  burning  out  of 
Cramp  had  uo  more  political  connection  than  a  fire  here  in  town  would  have  to-night. 
Mr.  Conn  on  the  one  side  and  myself  and  Mr.  Miller  on  the  other  side  were  repivsent- 
iag  Daniel  Crump  in  that  lawsuit,  which  carried  with  it  considerable  feeling,  and  in 
which  there  was  more  interest  taken  than  had  been  shown  in  alon^^  time  in  a  lawsuit 
in  that  oonoty,  and  quite  a  number  of  wituesses  had  been  examined,  with  a  large 
ncord  taken  in  the  chancery  court,  consuming  really  half  of  this  last  summer.  It 
was  a  heated  contest  between  litigants  there ;  and  incidenr.  to  that  suit  that  was  pend- 
iag  was  another  suit  involving  the  question  of  title  to  some  land  on  which  this  Crnmp 
lived  that  he  had  purchased  from  Mr.  Littb*.  Crump  came  to  me  after  this  burning 
ocearred  and  told  me  just  in  so  many  words  (whether  it  is  true  or  not  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  state)  that  it  was  Aleck  Little  and  Tom  Norman  who  did  it.  Little  being  the 
man  with  whom  he  had  the  litigation,  and  Norman  his  brother-in-law  and  the  trustee 
in  the  deed  of  tmst  we  had  attempted  to  keep  from  having  enforced  on  his  property : 
that  they  were  present  in  his  yard  shooting  at  him  that  night  when  he  ran  out  ana 
saw  those  men  there.  And  I  know  as  well  as  I  live  that  that  had  no  political  connec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Did  Crump  believe  it  had  any  T — A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  believe  it.  He 
consulted  with  me  frequently.  I  took  a  list  of  the  witnesses.  They  are  in  my  office 
to-day.  and  the  district  attorney  and  I  have  talked  about  it,  and  about  its  being  a 
great  outrage  that  should  be  punished  in  that  county. 

.  Q.  Has  Crump  consulted  you  about  itf — A.  Yes,  sir ;  frequently.  I  think  I  was  at 
Louisville  or  Cincinnati  at  the  exposition  when  this  occurred,  and  when  I  came 
home — no;  it  was  later  than  that ;  but  I  was  present  when  Crump  came  in  to  make 
out  this  affidavit.  The  tirst  I  knew  of  it  he  came  to  me  to  prosecute  these  men,  and 
it  is  a  charge,  which  if  a  man  is  convicted  of,  he  has  to  suffer  death.  I  asked  him 
what  was  his  ability  to  pay  a  fee.  Duriug  this  long  contest  he  had  not  paid  us  a 
cent.  I  thought  it  was  a  cousiderable  undertaking  to  prosecute  men  there  for  their 
lives,  and  I  thought  he  had  no  means  that  he  could  pay  a  fee  with,  and  I  told  him 
that  the  magistrate  could  only  commit  him.  and  I  was  satistied  that  he  would  do  his 
duty  in  that  regard,  or  it  would  come  up  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  grand  Jury, 
who  could  investigate  the  case  fully,  and  I  was  satistied  that  Mr.  Miller  would  do  his 
foil  dntj  in  the  investigation  of  that  oa  e.  I  know  Crump  never  said  a  word  about 
its  having  political  connection  whatever.  Now,  about  the  case  of  Handy  Fortner. 
-Kg  man  I  have  ever  heard  mention  it  has  ever  spoken  of  it  as  being  connected  with 
politics  in  any  manner  whatever.    These  a««  three  cases  I  remember. 

Q.  Was  not  Fortner  engager  in  litigation  with  the  mau  he  suspected  of  doing  itf — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  understand  in;j,  from  conversation  I  had  with  him  about  it. 

Q.  From  all  yon  have  heard  from  tne  witnesses  here,  and  all  you  know  of  your  own 
knowledge,  as  a  citizen  of  Copiah  County  engaged  in  this  canvass,  do  you  believe 
that  these  eases  grew  out  of  politics? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not ;  in  fact,  I  have  every  evi- 
dence that  they  did  not.  These  cases  I  have  mentioned  were  not  connected  with  pol- 
ities in  any  way  whatever. 
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The  following  extract  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dodds  throws  maeh 
light  apon  this  and  other  matters  nnder  investigation  (see  page  491) : 

Q.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  believed  In  Copiah  Coanty  that  the  offenses  which  have  been 
•poken  of  here,  the  whippings  and  burnings,  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis,  Slc,  were  not 
tn«  rraalt  of  political  excitement  or  promoted  at  all  by  politics,  bat  the  acts  of  indi- 
vidnals  who  t<»ok  advantage  of  the  excitement  npon  political  subjects  in  tbeoonDty 
to  veut  their  spleen  and  spite  on  these  individuals  T — ^A.  There  is  no  question  that 
quite  a  number  of  these  acts  of  lawlessness  which  have  been  detailed  here  grew  oat 
of  a  state  of  affairs  Just  such  as  I  feared  would  arise  under  that  resolution,  and  just 
such  as  Mr.  Gall  Matthews  afterwards  stated  did  exist.  The  killing  of  Tom  Wallis 
occurred  to  the  bcHt  of  my  recollection  some  three  weeks  before  this  political  excite- 
ment rau  so  high,  and  at  that  time  I  do  not  think  it  was  thought  by  but  a  few  people 
that  ir.  had  any  connection  with  politics.  It  was  generally  represented  that  it  grew 
out  of  some  little  lawRuit  they  had  down  there,  some  little  individual  trouble.  The 
burning  of  that  man  Dan.  Crump's  house,  I  think  I  can  state  positively  fh>m  mj  con- 
nectioti  with  a  case  between  that  man  and  other  parties  there,  had  no  connection 
whatever  with  politics.  And,  as  your  question  suggested,  in  my  Judgment,  quite  s 
number  of  those  sets  of  violence  were  committed  by  persons  who  took  advao- 
tHge  of  the  political  situation  to  vent  their  personal  spleen  against  these  par- 
ties, and  while  they  may  have  represented  themselves  as  belonging  to  this  crowd 
or  mob,  as  it  has  been  termed,  down  in  beat  3,  I  feel  assured  that,  in  several 
instances  where  parties  were  whipped  there  and  even  shot,  that  that  crowd, 
bad  as  it  ham  been  represented,  had  no  connection  with  it;  that  it  was  parties 
who  were  taking  advantage  of  their  presence  down  in  that  country  to  vent  their 
pefMHial  Hpleen  againnt  these  parties.  I  want  to  state  another  thing,  though.  Some 
time  after  those  resolutions  nad  been  passed,  Mr.  Gall  Matthews,.whom  I  had  coa- 
vernations  with,  came  to  Mr.  Sexton  and  myself,  at  Mr.  Sexton^s  office,  and  told  as 
and  related  to  us  the  cireumstance  of  this  man  whom  they  charged  with  burning  their 
father^H  gin.  He  paid  on  his  way  to  t-own  he  had  met  this  man  in  the  swamp,  and 
that  the  party  had  taken  advantage  of  these  resolutions  now  to  abuse  and  villify 
him,  knowing  that  his  hands  were  tied,  or  l>elieving  that  they  were  tied,  and  if 
they  Mhonld  do  him  bodily  harm,  that  under  those  resolutions  the  Democratic  party 
would  take  it  up  and  make  him  suffer  the  consequences.  He  furthermore  said  tu  as 
tliat  there  were  several  of  his  personal  enemies  down  there  that  were  doing  the  same 
thing;  tliey  were  taking  advantage  of  those  resolutions  to  wreak  thrir  vengeance 
agaiuHt  hiui  perwmally,  and  he  appt^led  to  us  to  know  if  we  could  not  in  some  way 
B  np  it.  Mr.  8extoii  and  I  told  him  that  we  felt  powerless  in  the  matter;  that  men 
who  were  mean  enough  t^  take  advantat^e  of  a  thing  of  that  kind  w^re  beyond  the 
influence  of  anybmly.  One  of  them  was  a  man  who  uned  to  be  with  the  Independent 
party  ;  he  watt  the  chief  of  the  Independents  or  Republicans,  or  whatever  yon  call 
tlieii'i,  hjid  bei^n  manager  fur  Mr.  Gall  Matthews  down  on  his  convict  farm,  but  they 
had  fallen  out  and  became  deadly  enemies.  He  said  that  man  had  taken  advantai^e 
of  it  and  was  goading  bim  and  disturbing  his  labor  down  there  ;  had  met  one  of  his 
negroes  in  the  lane  and  had  given  him  so  much  time  to  get  away  from  there  ;  and  be 
came  and  asked  us  if  there  was  not  some  way  to  stop  that  thing:  that  if  there  was 
not  he  would  have  to  abandon  his  property.  Mr.  Sexton  and  I  told  him  if  weoonld 
devi.se  any  means  whatever  to  reach  these  difficulties  ho  was  complaining  of  we  would 
certainly  do  it;  that  we  thought  it  was  a  great  outrage  and  ought  to  l^  st«»pp©d;  it 
would  be  ruinous  to  the  labor  system  there,  aside  from  the  lawlessness  of  theconduet. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Matthews  attribute  the  interference  with  his  labor  on  the  part  of  thoee 
per^ons  to  ]>olitical  animoHity  or  to  private  grievances  they  hadf — A.  He  said  they 
were  peritonal  enemies  of  his  who  were  taking  advantage  of  the  political  attitude  of 
affairs  at  that  time  to  wreak  their  perstmal  vengeance  on  him. 

Q.  1  ask  you  it  you  and  Mr.  Sexton  and  other  good  p«*ople  would  not  have  exerted 
all  the  iudnence  yon  had  to  protect  him  in  all  his  just  rights  f — ^A.  Ye^,  sir,  we  would, 
and  so  told  him. 

SHOOTING  OP  SUBNET. 

The  undersif^ned  will  now  call  attention  to  the  statements  made  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  in  reference  to  the  shooting  of  one  A.  W. 
Burnet  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Charles  Hart.  The  statement  of  the 
committee  is  the  version  of  Burnet  himself  of  the  affair,  with  the  usual 
variations  from  the  facts  so  noticeable  thronghoat  the  entire  report 
The  committee,  in  order  to  give  weight  to  the  testimony  of  Bamet,  not 
only  on  this  point  but  others  in  relation  to  which  he  testified,  beoome 
volunteer  indorsers  of  his  character  and  standing  in  the  community  in 
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which  he  resided.  This,  perhaps,  was  a  duty  which  the  committee  felt 
tiiat  they  owed  him  for  the  services  rendered  iu  originating  and  prose- 
cuting the  investigation.  A  brief  statement  of  those  services  may, 
perhaps,  be  proper  as  explanatory  of  the  eulogy  pronounced  upon  the 
witness  by  the  committee.  A.  W.  Burnet  had  resided  for  some  time 
in  Copiah  Connty,  and  had  claimed  to  be  a  Democrat,  but  failing  to 
secure  the  recognition  which  he  desired  in  the  last  canvass  became  an 
Independent.  He  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  but  Judge  Wharton,  in 
his  testimony  (page  442),  says :  <'  As  to  his  professional  character,  his 
character  for  legal  learning,  I  think  he  has  none,  or  as  little,  perhaps, 
as  any  member  of  the  bar  in  my  district  with  the  bench  and  bar.''  And 
again :  ^^  He  had  but  one  case  of  any  importance  in  court  that  I  recol- 
lect)  or  ever  had  one."  After  the  election,  some  time  in  December  last, 
be  came  to  the  city  of  Washington,  doubtless  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing a  Federal  appointment  of  some  kind,  and  to  aid  his  enterprise  by 
proclaiming  himself  a  martyr,  on  the  29th  of  the  same  mouth  he 
caused  to  1^  published  in  the  National  Bepublican  an  interview  setting 
forth  his  own  grievances  and  various  acts  of  cruelty  which  he  said  had 
been  oommitt^  by  the  Democratic  party.  His  interview  embodied  the 
allegation  of  crimes  found  in  the  report,  and  was,  in  connection  with 
other  statements  made  to  members  of  the  committee,  the  basis  of  the 
investigation.  He  accompanied  the  committee,  without  expense  to 
himself,  to  New  Orleans  as  their  guest  in  the  private  car  paid  for  by 
the  Government,  and  became  not  only  a  prosecuting  witness  but  one 
of  the  advisory  counsel  of  the  committee  during  the  investigation.  He 
narrated  in  his  testimony  with  great  particularity  and  no  little  amplifi- 
cation the  stories  of  outrage  and  wrong  recited  in  his  ^'  interview"  pub- 
lished in  the  National  Bepublican,  but  was  compelled  to  admit,  upon 
cross-examination,  that  with  the  exception  of  his  difficulty  with  Hart 
nearly  everything  he  related  was  hearsay  and  not  matters  within  his 
own  knowledge.  His  character  for  truth  was  greatly  damaged  by  the 
testimony  of  several  witnesses,  some  of  whom  declared  that  they  Vould 
not  believe  him  on  oath,  and  others,  while  hesitating  to  express  them- 
selves decidedly  on  that  point,  showed  very  plainly  that  they  had  not 
a  very  high  appreciation  of  his  character.  (See  testimony  of  Judge 
Calhoun,  page  471 ;  L.  F.  Chiles,  page  515;  G.  S.  Dodds,  page  502.) 

The  report  of  the  committee  represents  that  Burnet  was  waylaid  by 
Hart  and  eight  Democrats,  and  shot  by  Hart.  .A  more  unwarranted 
statement,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  his  being  waylaid  by  anybody,  was 
never  made,  and  the  accusation  against  eight  Democrats,  or  any  one 
Democrat  except  Hart,  of  complicity  with  the  affair,  illustrates  the 
reckless  character  of  many  statements  in  the  report,  which,  if  unpro- 
tected by  the  shield  of  Senatorial  authority,  would  furnish  a  good  cause 
of  action  for  slander  by  the  parties  defamed.  The  facts  are  simply 
these:  Several  gentlemen  happened  to  be  standing  on  the  street  in 
front  of  the  hotel,  among  them  Mr.  Hart;  when  Burnet  came  along 
some  words  passed  between  the  two  men,  and  Hart,  according  to  Bur- 
net's statement,  called  him  a  <<  damned  liar,"  whereupon  Burnet  made 
at  Hart  with  his  '^  dirk  knife,"  and  Hart  ran,  and  Burnett  ran  after  him, 
and  struck  him  with  his  dirk  knife,  and  cut  his  clothes ;  Hart  then  drew 
his  pistol,  and  turned  and  shot  Burnet.  This  is  the  whole  affair ;  ac- 
cording to  Burnet's  own  statement,  no  one  of  the  other  persons  done 
or  said  anything  showing  complicity  with  the  affair.  Upon  this  state 
of  facts  it  is  heralded  to  tho  world  that  Buruet  was  waylaid  by  Ra^t 
and  eight  other  Democrats  and  shot.  Burnet  remained  with  the  com- 
q.  Eep.  512 VI 
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mittoe,  wben  in  New  Orleans,  and  returned  to  Washington  in  their  car 
hired  by  the  Government,  and  has  since,  we  are  informed,  received  the 
"  martyr's  crown''  in  the  shape  of  a  Federal  appointment. 

WALLACE  GILLMORE. 

The  committee  embodies  in  their  report  an  account  of  indignities 
alleged  to  have  been  perpetrated  on  a  negro  man  by  the  name  of  Wallace 
Gilmore.  It  is  not  alleged  that  he  was  injured  in  person  or  property, 
but  visited  by  **the  procession"  and  greatly  annoyed  in  the  .manner  de- 
scribed in  the  report.  The  account  of  this  visitation  is  based  solely  on 
the  statement  of  Gilmore  himself,  and  the  undersigned  are  not  a  little 
surprised  that  any  reliance  should  be  placed  upon  anything  he  said. 
The  negro  was  so  drunk  when  he  was  examined  by  the  committee  that 
he  did  not  know  what  beat  of  the  county  he  lived  in.  and  no  court  of 
the  country  with  any  regard  to  its  own  dignity  would  have  permitted 
the  man  to  have  testified  while  in  such  a  state  of  intoxication.  The 
report  does  not  describe  his  manner  or  quote  his  language  entire  while 
giving  his  evidence,  doubtless  because  his  style  was  comical  and  his 
language  profusely  profane.  The  vulgarity  and  profanity  6f  this  drunken 
witness  was  disgusting,  and  certainly  no  reference  would  have  been  made 
to  him  or  his  statement  in  the  report  had  he  not  been  relied  upon  to 
prove  that  J.  P.  Matthews  was  to  be  killed.  An  examination  of  his 
testimony  will  show  its  incredibility  and  will  excite  suqirise  that  the 
least  importance  could  be  attached  to  it  by  a  Senatorial  committee  fully 
conscious  of  the  man's  condition  when  it  was  delivered,  and  necessarily 
aware  of  its  utter  unreliability  in  every  particular.  (See  his  testimony 
pages  215,  2L6,  217.)  The  undersigned  have  not  time  tc  refer  in  detail 
to  all  the  statements  of  violence  and  wrong  recounted  in  the  report 
An  analysis  of  several  of  the  instances  cited  would  show  that  if  they 
are  not  wholy  incredible,  they  are  wonderfully  magnified  and  colored, 
both  in  the  testimony  and  the  report.  They  desire,  however,  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  although  every  instance  of  insult  or  injury  to 
person  or  property  which  occurred  in  the  county  from  any  cause  are 
narrated  with  amplification  and  embellishments  and  are  attributed  to 
political  account  almost  every  occurrence  given  happened  in  beat  3  of 
the  county;  it  will  be  found  also,  by  looking  into  the  statements  given 
by  parties  testifying  to  wrongs  and  threats  to  themselves  and  to  the 
apprehensions  thereby  excited,  that  most  of  them  went  to  the  polls 
and  voted  at  the  election  notwithstanding  their  intimidation.  This 
fact  is  so  inconsistent  with  the  expressions  of  tear  drawn  from  the  wit- 
nesses by  inquires  for  that  purpose  that  the  ta'es  of  wrong  will  be  taken 
with  proper  discount  by  impartial  and  fair-minded  men,  notwithstand- 
ing the  inflated  importance  sought  to  be  given  them  by  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

That  some  indignities  and  injuries  were  inflicted  upon  a  few  colored 
men  in  beat  3  just  prior  to  the  election  we  do  not  doubt,  and  that  in 
some  instances  these  indignities  and  injuries  were  inflicted  by  thought- 
less and  lawless  men,  with  a  view  to  intimidate  and  prevent  the  persons 
injured  from  voting  the  Independent  ticket,  may  also  be  true,  but  that 
any  large  number  of  such  cases  occurred  we  do  not  believe,  nor  do  we 
believe  that  such  wrongs  were  either  known  to  or  approved  by  the 
great  body  of  white  men  resident  in  that  locality  or  in  Copiah  County; 
and  the  attempt  to  connect  an  entire  community  with  lawless  deeds, 
and  to  charge  complicity  with  ciime  on  innocent  men  with  a  view  of 
thereby  promoting  party  interests,  is  equally  culpable  and  reprehensible 
as  the  crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed.  . 
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J.  P.  MATTHEWS. 

Several  pages  of  the  report  of  the  committee  are  devoted  to  the  life, 
character,  and  death  of  J.  P.  Matthews,  who  was  shot  and  killed  by  one 
Erasmus  Wheeler  on  the  morning  of  the  election.  The  undersigned 
would  certainly  allow,  without  comment,  any  eulogy  upon  the  deceased, 
however  highly  colored,  which  partisan  zeal  could  suggest,  if  the  tribute 
was  not  inspired  by  a  purpose  more  sacred  to  the  li^arts  of  the  enlo- 
^8  than  the  i)erpetuation  of  the  memory  of  the  man.  It  is  with  the 
most  sincere  reluctance  that  we  are  compelled,  even  in  justice  to  truth, 
to  say  aught  that  may  seemingly  reflect  upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews. The  labored  attempt,  however,  of  the  committee  to  fasten  his 
killing  on  the  Democrats  of  Copiah  County  will  not  only  justify,  but 
demands  that  the  truth  shall  be  stated,  not  for  the  purpose  of  reviving 
oDsavory  memoi  ies  of  the  deceased,  but  for  the  vindication  of  the  living 
who  have  been  wantonly,  unjustifiably,  not  to  say  malignantly,  charged 
with  complicity  in  a  crime  of  which  they  are  as  innocent  as  the  men  who 
signed  the  report.  The  undersigned  have  no  word  of  excuse  or  pallia- 
tion for  the  crime  of  Erasmus  Wheeler,  nor  any  sympathy  with  the 
criminal  act  with  which  he  is  charge<l.  On  the  contrary,  so  far  as  they 
are  informed  of  the  character  of  the  offense,  they  hold  both  him  and  his 
act  io  utter  abhorrence  anddetestatiou.  How  far  the  accusation  of  com- 
plicity with  his  crime,  deliberately  brought  and  published  to  the  world 
for  poUtical  effect  against  the  whole  body  of  Democrats  of  Copiah  County, 
fiadls  in  crimiuality  below  his  act,  we  shall  leave  to  the  future  reflections 
of  those  who  make  it  to  determine. 

Erasmus  Wheeler  and  J.  P.  Matthews  were  both  citizens  of  Hazle- 
horst^  and  according  to  Wheeler's  statement  to  Dr.  Pitts,  were  on 
friendly  terms.  On  the  Saturday  night  preceding  the  election  affida- 
Tits  were  made  by  one  of  the  brothers  of  Matthews  and  another  man, 
at  the  instance,  as  was  reported  and  believed,  of  J.  P.  Matthews  (who 
was  present),  for  the  arrest  of  several  persons,  including  Wheeler,  and 
warrants  of  arrest  were  issued  thereon.  Wheeler  and  Matthews  met 
on  the  morning  of  the  election  in  the  room  where  the  election  was  to  be 
held  and  had  some  conversation  in  an  undertone  not  heard  by  the  offi- 
o»8  of  the  election  present  in  the  room.  No  other  persons  were  in  the 
room,  the  doors  of  which  were  closed.  Matthews  and  Wheeler  separated 
and  the  former  had  just  deposited  his  ballot,  when  Wheeler,  who  was 
some  distance  from  him,  fired  a  gun,  which  hiid  not  been  seen  by  the 
officers  of  election,  and  Matthews  fell  mortally  wounded.  A  pistol  was 
found  at  his  side,  which  was  proved  to  be  his  own;  but  whether  it  fell 
oat  of  Matthews's  hand  or  his  pocket  no  one  present  was  able  to  say. 

Wheeler  avowed  his  act  and  delivered  himself  up  to  the  sheriff,  and 
▼as  held  by  the  mayor  in  a  bond  of  $5,000  for  his  appearance  at  court. 
Wheeler  was  indicted  at  the  next  term  of  court  for  murder  by  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county,  refused  bail  and  put  upon  trial,  and  the  un- 
dersigned are  informed,  on  the  plea  of  self-defense  was  acquitted  at  the 
trial.  The  undersigned  know  nothing  of  the  evidence  produced  before 
the  court  on  the  part  of  the  defense,  and  have  expressed  their  opinions 
of  the  offense  solely  on  the  statements  detailed  before  the  committee. 
Assuming,  however,  that  the  homicide  was  deliberate  murder,  the 
crime  was  that  of  Wheeler  alone ;  no  one,  so  far  as  the  proof  shows, 
knew  of  bis  intention  or  abetted  his  act.  He  confessed  the  killing,  but 
i  opUeated  no  one  as  accessory  before  or  after  the  fact,  and  there  is  no 
evidence,  circumstantial  or  otherwise,  which  justifies  a  rational  belief 
of  eomplicity  on  the  part  of  any  human  being  with  the  transaction. 
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The  committee  nndertake  to  find  authority  for  their  accusation  against 
the  entire  Democratic  party  of  the  county  from  what  a  drunken  man 
in  the  street-cars  in  Jackson  pretending  to  personate  Wheeler  said. 
The  drunken  man  was  unknown  to  the  witness  who  testified  to  his 
maudling  utterances,  and  there  was  not  the  least  ground  to  believe 
that  the  man  was  Wheeler  even  if  the  witness  himself  was  to  be  be- 
lieved. They  also  quote  an  expression  of  Wheeler's  to  Dr.  Pitts  that  it 
fell  to  his  lot  to  do  what  he  did,  which  was  sought  to  be  construed  as  a 
declaration  of  Wheeler's  that  by  casting  of  lots  it  fell  on  him,  but  they 
conveniently  omit  the  published  statement  of  Dr.  Pitts  to  be  found  on 
page  609  of  the  testimony  denying  that  Wheeler's  language  or  his  owh 
testimony  was  intended  to  convey  any  such  meaning.  The  fact  is  the 
Investigation  started  out  on  the  theory  that  political  capital  could  be 
made  for  the  Eepublican  party  by  charging  the  commission  of  crimes 
of  whatever  character  in  Copiah  County  to  political  account,  and  that 
the  whole  Democratic  party  of  the  country  was  responsible  therefor,  and 
no  evidence  is  required  to  sustain  that  theory  by  those  who  conceived 
it  and  no  amount  of  proof  to  the  contrary  is  sufficient  to  overthrow  it 
in  their  estimation. 

The  statement  of  Wallace  Gilman,  the  drunken  negro  to  whom  refer- 
ence has  been  heretofore  made,  is  also  cited  by  the  committee  to  prove 
a  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  of  the  county  to  kill  Mat- 
thews. On  the  incoherent  utterances  of  a  drunken  negro  too  ignorant 
if  he  had  been  sober  to  understand  fuUy  the  obligation  imposed  by  the 
oath  he  had  taken,  and  so  intoxicated  at  the  time  he  testified  that  the 
committee  ought  not  to  have  allowed  him  to  be  sworn,  the  white  Dem- 
ocrats of  a  whole  county  are  arraigned  before  the  country  in  a  written 
report  of  one  of  the  standing  committees  of  the  Senate  as  coconspira- 
tors to  commit  a  deliberate  murder.  If  the  committee  themselves  be- 
lieve it  it  only  illustrates  the  irrational  credulity  of  which  men  in  ex- 
alted stations  may  become  the  victims  as  well  as  others. 

In  order  to  show  the  enormity  of  the  crime  which  they  recklessly  im- 
pute to  the  Democratic  party  of  Copiah  County  the  committee  in  their 
report  dwell  at  great  length  on  the  high  character  and  many  virtues 
which  they  ascribe  to  Mr.  Matthews.  His  character,  whether  good  or  bad, 
could  neither  increase  nor  diminish  the  heinousness  of  the  offense  if  he 
was  murdered  nor  affect  the  crime  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  count)' 
if  guilty  of  a  conspiracy  to  efi'ect  that  end. 

The  undersigned  had  no  disposition  to  enter  into  such  a  field  of  in- 
quiry and  would  gladly  have  avoided  a  duty  so  disagreeable  if  it  had 
not  been  forced  upon  them  by  the  committee  in  the  purpose  evinced  of 
impressing  the  country  with  the  magnitude  of  the  crime  with  which  it 
is  sought  to  connect  the  Democratic  party  of  Copiah  County.  Mr.  Ma^ 
thews  like  all  others  had  his  faults  as  well  as  virtues,  and  they  were  as 
marked  in  his  character,  according  to  the  evidence,  as  that  of  most 
other  men.  He  possessed  some  traits  of  character  which  endeared  him 
to  those  who  were  his  friends,  and  others  well  calculated  to  provoke 
and  irritate  those  who  were  not.  He  was  at  times  kind  and  generoos, 
and  frequently  violent  and  vindictive;  he  was  said  to  be  inflammatoiy 
in  his  public  speeches,  and  denunciatory  and  threatening  in  his  private 
utterances.  He  carried  arms  upon  his  person,  and  was  regarded  by 
many  (as  several  of  his  brothers  were)  as  ready  if  not  eager  for  a  firay. 
In  a  community  where  concealed  weapons  are  generally  carried  by  il 
classes,  notwithstanding  the  laws  of  the  State  prohibit  the  practice,  it 
is  not  strange  that  homicides  occur,  for  unfortunately  the  reason  of 
man  does  not  at  all  times  control  the  passions  which  the  friction  and 
antagonisms  of  life  sometimes  excite. 
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Althongh  there  was,  so  far  as  the  UDdersigoed  are  informed,  no  justi- 
fication or  excuse  for  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews  by  Wheeler,  he  was, 
from  the  character  given  him  b}^  witnesses,  just  snch  a  person  as  would 
be  likely  to  come  into  collision  with  others  sooner  or  later  that  would 
end  seriously  if  not  fatally.  His  unpopularity  was  ascribed  by  wit- 
nesses to  various  causes — ^ii*ascibility  of  temper;  brooking  no  opposi- 
tion; violent  and  denunciatory  language  toward  political  opponents; 
controlling  through  the  supervisors  under  his  influence  the  selection  of 
grand  jurors  with  a  view  of  securing  the  indictment  of  persons  opposed 
to  him  politically,  and  protecting  those  who  followed  his  leadership ;  and 
the  management,  through  the  same  supervisors,  of  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  county  to  the  detriment  of  the  people  and  the  advancement  of 
his  private  interests  as  a  speculator  in  warrants  were  some  of  the  causes 
which  rendered  him  unpopular  with  a  large  class  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county.  In  1875,  during  a  heated  political  canvass,  he  issued  and  circu- 
lated an  inflammatory  circular  assailing  the  character  of  a  number  of 
prominent  Democrats,  among  them  Benjamin  King,  who  was  at  that 
time  a  leading  Democrat.  Subsequently  he  acknowledged  that  the 
drcnlar  was  "  a  pack  of  lies,''  and  that  his  jiurpose  in  issuing  it  was  to 
get  np  a  difficulty  with  Ben  King  and  his  Democratic  friends  in  that 
county.  That  King  was  to  attend  at  one  of  the  precincts  of  Copiah 
Goonty,  and  if  he  took  up  the  circular  and  got  into  trouble  with  him  ha 
intended  to  kill  him  and  every  white  man  in  the  count3\  That  he  had 
five  hundred  negroes  well  armed  and  had  armed  eighty  of  them  himself. 
(See  testimony  of  E.  G.  Wall,  page  463,  &c.)  Extracts  from  the  testi- 
mony illustrative  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Matthews  is  here  given,  and 
the  circular  referred  to  is  appended  to  their  views. 

Hon.  T.  J.  Wharton,  judge  of  the  ninth  judicial  district  of  Mississippi, 
emhracing  Copiah  and  three  other  counties  of  the  State,  an  able  jurist 
and  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity  and  honor,  testifies  as  follows  (see 
I>age438): 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury  : 

Q.  I  wiU  DOW  repeat  tbo  qnestion  which  I  propounded.  Has  it  or  has  if.  not  been 
*  general  compUinfc  in  Copiah  County  that  all  the  ffrand  juiies  of  that  county  had 
been  manipulated  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  political  opponents? — A.  I  answer 
your  qnestion  in  its  terms ;  it  has,  very  earnestly  and  very  emphaticaUy* 

Q.  I  want  to  follow  that  with  another  question.  Has  it  not  been  generally  asserted 
and  believed  that  it  was  throuffh  the  influence  of  Mr.  Matthews  that  the  grand  Juries 
were  thus  manipulated  f — ^A.  Whether  with  or  without  foundation  I  know  not,  but  he 
was  represented  to  me  as  the  controlling  spirit  in  thH  matter.  I  did  not  know  Mr. 
MaUhews  personally,  and  had  never  seen  him  in  my  life  to  my  knowledge  until  that 
term  of  the  court. 

Q.  Had  yon  or  had  you  not  an  interview  with  Print  Matthews  in  Hazlehurst  some 
•hort  time  before  the  election  ? — A.  The  last  term  of  the  Copiah  court  began  on  the 
fimrth  Monday  of  October  last,  which  I  believe  was  al>ont  the  24th  day  of  the  month. 
The  election  occurred  on  t  he  7th  of  November  succeed  ing.  I  had  concluded  the  labors  of 
the  court — the  entire  docket,  civil  and  criminal,  with  the  exceptiou  of  the  class  of 
eases  in  which  Mr.  Miller,  then  (^  candidate  for  district  attorney,  and  actively  engaged 
in  the  canvass,  was  counsel.  It  had  been  agreed  between  him  and  opposing  counsel 
that  those  cases,  with  the  permisnion  of  the  court,  should  stand  over  until  after  the 
election,  to  enaole  him  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  canvass.  Accordingly  on  the 
Tharsday  evening  preceding  the  election  on  the  following  Tuesday,  the  ^randiury 
having  concluded  their  labors  and  made  an  official  report,  they  were  discharged  for 
thA  term.  It  was  then  about  dusk.  The  court  adjourned  over  uutil  the  following 
Wednesday  morning,  when  it  would  meet  only  to  consider  Mr.  Miller's  cases.  Pass- 
ing from  the  court- room,  which  was  above  stairs,  t.wo  men  stood  midway  of  the  stair- 
ease.  Getting  nearer  to  them  I  saw  that  one  was  Mr.  Gall  Matthews,  a  brother  of 
Print  Matthews,  and  the  other  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Thompson.  As  I  got  up  to 
them  the  first  word  I  heard  passing  between  them,  and  they  were  standing  almost  in 
eontact,  was  this:  With  his  finger  almost  thrust  into  Mr.  Matthews's  face,  and  with 
a  moat  threatening  demonstration,  Mr.  Thompson  said,  '<  Go  slow,  sir ;  go  slow,  sir  I" 
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with  Ibe  finger  almost  thrast  into  the  face  of  Mr.  Matthews,  "Go  slow,  sir!"  His 
whole  manner  waB  so  threatening  and  so  violent  that  it  cansed  me  to  say  instantly,  "I 
arrest  yon  both  ;  there  shall  be  no  disturbance  here!''    They  separated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  Mr.  Thompson  was  that  T — A.  I  did  not  know  the  man.  I  learned  that  it 
was  Mr.  F.  M.  Thompson.  He  had  been  pointed  out  to  me  in  the  court-room  as  a  wit- 
ness in  a  case.  The  parties  separated,  Mr.  Matthews  going  up  into  the  oourt-room 
and  Mr.  Thompson  following  me  down  the  stairs.  He  said, ''Judge,  I  am  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  altercation  between  that  man  and  myself.  Passing  him,  I  spoke  to 
hiu.  politely,  and  he  insulted  me,  as  you  heard."  That  was  all  that  I  recollect  We 
separated.  Tl  at  night,  an  hour  or  two,  perhaps,  after  that  time,  Major  Foote,  the 
district  attorney,  and  myself,  whooccnpiea  the  same  room  at  the  hotel,  were  standiof 
upon  the  street  near  the  hotel  with  a  party  of  friends,  and  Print  Matthews  passed  and 
called  Major  Foote  aside.  He  quickly  returned  and  said  to  me,  **  Mr.  Matthew^wishes 
to  see  us  at  our  room." 

Q.  Who  did  he  call  aside  f — ^A.  Print  Matthews  passed  and  called  Major  Foote,  the 
district  attorney,  aside.  Major  Foote  quickly  returned  and  said  to  me,  "Mr.  Mattheirs 
wishes  tn  see  us  at  our  room."  Entering  the  room,  I  observed  that  Mr.  Matthews  was 
under  a  high  state  of  excitement.  Major  Foote  lay  down  upon  the  bod.  BIr.  Mat- 
thews drew  up  a  chair  near  to  me.  He  said :  "Judge,  I  am  very  sorry  that  you  wit- 
nessed the  altercation  upon  the  stairway  between  my  brother  and  Mr.  Thompson." 
I  replied :  "  1  am  very  ghid  I  did ;  I  am  onite  sure  that  I  saved  the  life  of  one  or  both 
by  instantly  ordering  tnem  under  arrest."  Mr.  Matthews  said  that  Mr.  Thompson, in 
company  with  an  armed  posse,  all  disguised^  went  to  the  house  of  a  peaceable,  unof- 
fending negro  man — whose  name,  if  be  gave  it,  I  do  not  recollect — at  the  hour  of  mid- 
night, and  mnrdered  him  in  cold  blood  one  night  last  week.  "And  now  I  have  infor- 
mation that  another  armed  body  of  men  will  leave  this  town  to-night  on  a  similar 
marauding  or  murderous  expedition."  Said  I:  *^Who  are  they,  Mr.  Matthews  f  Give 
me  their  names  and  I  will  immediately  dispatch  the  sheriff  with  a  posse  in  pursuit  of 
them,  with  a  wairant  for  the  arrest  of  every  man  of  the  party,  let  him  be  of  what  race 
or  political  party  he  may."  He  said  that  would  amount  to  nothing;  that  the  sheriff 
would  probably  decline  to  execute  the  process;  that  the  matter  hsSi  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  grand  jury  before  its  adjournment  and  they  had  taken  no  action 
upon  it;  that  it  was  in  vain  to  appeal  to  the  officers  of  the  law  for  the  protection  of 
himself  or  any  of  bis  family  or  party  ;  that  there  was  a  conspiracy,  as  he  believed,  to 
murder  him  and  his  brothers,  or  members  of  his  family,  and  all  for  a  mere  honest  dif- 
ference of  political  opinion ;  that  he  had  had  four  uncles  mnrdered  in  cold  blood,  bnt 
that  the  death  of  the  last  one  of  them  had  been  avenged;  that  on  taking  leave  of  hit 
two  sons,  who  ^\ent  off  to  the  university  at  Oxford  a  few  weeks  before,  nolding  their 
hands  in  his  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  said  to  them  :  "My  sons,  I  know  not  at 
what  moment  you  will  be  summoned  home  to  avenge  the  assassination  of  vour father.^ 
And  they  replied,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that  they  would  be  ready  to  obey  the  snm- 
mons.  "Now,"  he  said,  "  when  this  crisis  is  forced  upon  us,  and  my  family  are  to  be 
exterminated — we  who  have  lived  here  all  our  lives  and  have  all  our  interestn  here— 
there  are  three  or  four  men  I  would  like  to  kill  (not  naming  them)  and  then  I  would 
never  lay  my  head  upon  a  pillow  nor  sleep  beneath  the  roof  of  a  house  while  1  live, 
but  accept  it  as  a  declaration  of  war  against  my  race  and  my  family ;  I  would  pro- 
claim war  myself  against  the  hnnian  race,  and  go  to  the  woods  and  \>e  a  wild  mao.'^ 

Q.  Do  I  nnderstand  you  that  this  is  what  he  said  to  his  sons,  or  that  the  part  aboat 
their  coming,  when  they  were  summoned  ended  it? — A.  I  am  repeating  the  conver- 
sation. It  made  such  an  impression  on  my  mind  that  I  conld  repeat  it  the  same  as  if 
it  had  been  taken  down  by  a  stenographer. 

Q.  I  ask  you  where  what  he  told  you  about  his  sons  stopped? — A.  They  were^ing 
off  to  Oxford  University  a  few  weeks  before,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  said  to 
them:  "My  sons,  you  do  not  know  at  what  moment — I  do  not  know  at  what  mo- 
ment— you  may  be  summoned  home  to  avenge  the  assassination  of  your  father,"  and 
they  replied,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that  they  would  be  willing  to  obey  the  sum- 
mons. 

By  Mr.  Jonab  : 
Q.  The  balance  or  remainder  is  what  he  said  to  youf— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  then  said, 
I* Mr.  Matthews,  1  am  astonished  at  what  you  say.  You  have  come  here  professedly 
in  the  interest  of  peace,  of  law,  and  of  order,  to  consult  the  judge  and  district  atto^ 
ney  in  reference  to  abuses  and  violations  of  law  threatened  or  committed,  and  when 
asked  to  give  the  names  of  the  parties  you  decline  to  do  so,  and  say  that  if  process 
were  issued  for  them  the  officers  of  the  law  would  not  discharge  th'eir  duty ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  you  utter  the  most  violent  and  inceudiary  language  I  have  ever  heard 
from  human  lips.  I  implore  you  to  desist.  It  is  such  language,  repeated  upon  the 
one  side  or  the  other,  which  may  precipitate  a  conflict  in  Copiah  County,  the  result 
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of  which  DO  Duin  cao  foresee.  The  public  mind  is  in  a  very  high  state  of  excitement. 
We  are  passing  through  a  very  bitter  political  contest.  The  passions  of  men  on  both 
•idet  are  suflSciently  aroused  and  all  good  men  ought  to  make  an  effort  to  allay  them." 
The  interview  e^deid  there.    Mi^^r  Foote  was  the  only  other  witness. 

Hon.  L.  E.  Cooper,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  Missis- 
rippi,  testifies  to  a  conversation  he  at  one  time  had  with  Mr.  J.  P. 
Matthews,  from  which  we  take  the  following  extract.    (See  page  451 :) 

Q.  Did  yon  know  J.  P.  Matthews  and  his  brothers  well  f~A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  character  and  reputation  of  J.  P.  Matthews  and  family 
in  thecounty  and  in  the  community  for  peace  and  quiet  and  the  observance  of  law  and 
oMtf ;  were  they  peaceable  men  or  otherwise? — ^A.  Some  of  the  Matthews  brothers 
were  considered  violent  men  and  not  peaceable.  I  think  Mr.  Leon  Matthews  was 
considered  a  quiet  man. 

Q.  How  was  it  with  J.  P.  Matthews  T — A.  J.  P.  Matthews  was  a  passionate  man, 
and  disposed  to  be  overbearing  and  dictatorial.  I  do  not  kuow  that  I  ever  heard  of 
anj^reat  number  of  difficulties  that  he  was  engaged  in,  but  I  know  that  he  was 
eonaidered  a  dangerous  man,  a  passionate  man. 

Q.  Had  he  the  reputation  of  generally  carrying  arms  and  being  ready  to  fight  f — 
A  Yes.  sir ;  1  think  he  generally  carried  arms  and  was  ready  to  fight. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  using  generally  language  calculated  to  inflame  the  people  in  the 
eonuDonity  in  which  he  lived  and  to  stir  up  discord  among  the  people  f — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
politically.    Politically  he  was  an  exceedingly  violent  man. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  making  any  threats  against  yourself  or 
Judge  Haves? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  of  Mr.  Matthews  making  threats  against  Judge 
Mayes  and  myself  in  the  canvass  of  1875.  Judge  Mayes  and  Mr.  Matthews  married 
asters.  That  year  I  was  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  and  Judge  Mayes  was 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee.  During  the  progress  of  the  canvass  we  were 
informed  that  Mr.  Matthews  (or  1  was  so  informed)  hsSi  made  some  threats.  I  re- 
member that  Judge  Mayes  and  myself  talked  the  matter  over,  and  we  concluded  that 
we  ooght  to  arm  ourselves,  not  so  much  against  Mr.  Matthews,  not  altogether  against 
Mr.  Matthews,  but  that  we  ought  to  arm,  and  we  made  arrangements  U>  get  a  couple 
of  jpiitola,  hot  we  did  not  get  tnem :  at  least  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  that  because  of  these  threats  of  Mr.  Matthews  ?~A.  It  was  because  of 
those  threats  and  other  matters.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  said  that  he  ex- 
pected to  be  killed  during  the  canvass,  and  that  some  sort  of  responsibility  would 
rest  on  the  executive  committee.  He  made  charges  that  the  executive  committee  in- 
tsoded  to  have  him  killed.  I  asked  him  about  it,  or  took  him  up  in  some  way  in  the 
eoart  where  he  was,  and  he  said  yes,  he  expected  to  be  killed ;  that  he  thought  we 
wanted  him  killed,  and  that  he  had  determined  not  to  die  unavenged,  or  if  he  did 
die  that  he  should  not  l>e  unavenged.  He  told  me  that  he  had  by  his  will  provided 
that  110,000  should  bo  set  aside  and  employed  in  the  procuring  of  assassins  to  as^assi- 
aate  Jnilge  Mayes,  Captain  Harris,  myself,  and  some  other  gentleman  whose  name  I 
have  forgotten,  if  I  ever  knew  who  the  fourth  man  was. 

Q.  In  case  he  should  be  killed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  told  you  that  personally  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  personally.  He  told  me 
that  while  he  expected  to  be  killed  some  day  that  hict  brothers  would  avenge  his 
death ;  that  they  nad  a  family  compact  by  which  his  death  was  to  be  avenged. 

John  Fore,  a  nephew  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews's  wife,  who  had  boarded 
in  his  family,  and  acted  as  his  deputy  when  he  was  sheriff  of  the  county, 
says  in  reference  to  the  character  of  J.  P.  Matthews  and  his  brothers, 
on  page  602: 

John  Fore  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  JoxAS : 

Qofstion.  Where  do  you  live  ? — Answer.  I  live  in  Lincoln  County,  Mississippi. 

Q.  Did  you  formerly  live  in  Copiah  County  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  native  of  that  county  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  connected  with  the  Matthews  family  in  any  way  ? — A.  I  am  a  nephew 
of  Gall  Matthews  and  Print  Matthews,  by  marriage. 

Q.  A  nephew  of  their  wives?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  deputy  sheriff  for  Print  Matthews  when  he  held  office? — A.  At 
times,  when  I  was  living  with  him,  I  served  as  his  deputy. 

Q.  You  knew  Mr.  Print  Matthews  very  intimately  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  with  him  a  good  deal  during  election  times  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  character  ?  Was  he  a  peaceable  or  violent  man  in  his  disposition, 
u  far  as  political  matters  were  concerned  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  he  was. 

(J.  You  do  not  think  he  was  a  peaceable  man  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  he  what  yoa  would  call  a  violent  man  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  shonld  say  that  he 
was. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  habit  of  nttering  threats  against  people  with  whom  he  was  at 
political  enmity? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  an  imprudent  man  in  that  way  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  very  imprudent. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  who  was  in  the  habit  of  cursing  and  denouncing  his  political  op- 
ponents or  other  enemies  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  who  was  in  the  habit  of  going  armed  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  carried 
arms. 

Q.  Was  he  what  ^  on  would  call  a  determined  and  desperate  man  in  case  of  personal 
quarrel  or  difficulty  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  Print  Matthews  make  any  threats  in  case  he  or  any  of  hiB 
family  were  hurt ;  and,  if  so,  what? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  a  good  many  threats 
that  he  had  made. 

Q.  Mention  some  of  them. — A.  I  have  heard  him  abuse  the  Democrats  and  curse 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  that  if  any  of  his  family  were  hurt  he  would  kill  Demo- 
crats, from  the  cradle  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Q.  By  way  of  vengeance  t— A.  1  do  not  think  he  could  have  actnally  meant  that, 
for  he  was  a  man  that  when  he  would  gc-t  in  a  passion  would  go  on  and  curse  and 
swear  ri^ht  smartly.  I  heard  him  tsay  those  things  in  the  presence  of  his  family.  I 
was  at  his  house  at  the  time.  About  the  time  that  he  said  that  he  waa  fixing  up  a 
circular  that  he  was  proposing  to  put  out ;  I  think  it  was  about  Mr.  Mayes  and  Mr. 
Frank  Thompson  and,  may  be,  one  or  two  others. 

Q.  What  year  was  that ;  do  you  remember  f — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  not  thought 
much  about  it.  I  think  it  was  somewhere  along  about  1875.  I  do  not  know,  but  I 
have  seen  the  circular. 

Q.  Was  it  the  circular  in  which  he  attacked  Bon  King  and  others  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  vou  heard  him  make  such  remarks  since  then  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  posi- 
tively that  I  heard  him  make  snch  remarks  as  that.  I  have  heard  him  go  on  and 
curse  and  abuse  the  Democrats  j>retty  severely. 

Q.  Would  he  curse  and  abuse  individual  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  do  it  sometimes  to  their  faces  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  habit  of  keeping  many  arms  at  home,  do  yon  know  t — A.  I  have 
seen  a  good  many  there  about  his  house — pistols^ 

Q.  Not  guns? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  believe  I  have  ever  seen  a  shotgun  in  his 
hands.    He  kept  two  pistols  himself— Derringers — that  he  carried  with  him  in  his 

Eants  pocket  all  the  time.  I  was  with  him  a  good  deal,  and  boarded  with  him.  I 
ave  seem  him  put  them  in  his  pocket;  one  in  each  pocket,  and  I  have  seen  him  with 
them  often. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  other  brothers  of  Mr.  Matthews  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  they  are  men  of  the  same  character. — A.  Yea,  sir ;  they  are 
of  the  same  character ;  I  do  not  believe  that  they  are  qnite  as  dangerous  as  Print 
Matthews  was.  I  have  had  difficulty  with  them  all,  but  I  consider  rant  Matthews 
worse  than  I  do  the  rest. 

Q.  But  yon  consider  them  all  violent  men  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  all  men  who  were  in  the  habit  of  carrying  arms? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q   And  men  ready  for  a  fight  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Apt  to  quarrel  with  people  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

THE  BESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  MEEJING  AT  HAZLEHUBST. 

On  the  day  after  the  killing  of  Matthews  rumors  were  rife  in  the  town 
of  Hazlehurst  that  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  deceased  were  aboat 
to  put  into  execution  his  oft-repeated  threats  that  his  death  would  be 
avenged.  An  intense  excitement  pervaded  the  community,  under  the 
influence  of  which  a  meeting  wds  held  and  passed  resolutions,  which 
met,  as  they  deserved,  the  unqualified  condemnation  of  the  people  of 
Copiah  County.  No  one  of  unprejudiced  mind  who  listened  to  the  wit- 
nesses on  this  point  can  for  a  moment  believe  that  these  resolutions  ex- 
pressed the  general  sentiments  of  the  people  there.  In  the  language  of 
one  among  many  of  the  witnesses  on  this  point: 

A  majority  of  the  people  of  that  county  do  uot  indorse  these  rpsolutions.  *  *  .' 
They  do  not  express  the  feeling  of  those  men  who  passed  them  there  under  any  ordi- 
nary circumstances.  •  •  •  When  men  are  excited  and  stirred  up,  their  fean 
aroused,  and  they  are  prejudiced  to  some  extent,  they  will  sometimes  do  things  that 
in  cooler  moments  they  would  not  think  of  doing. 
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Reprehensible  and  indefeDsible  as  these  resolutions  are  they  do  not 
justify  the  inferences  which  the  majority  of  the  committee  seek  to  draw 
from  them,  nor  the  accusation  against  the  people  of  an  entire  county  of 
which  they  are  made  the  basis.  Their  object  was  to  prevent  the  execn- 
tioD  of  the  threats  above  alluded  to,  and  to  stop  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  and  this  object  they  accomplished. 

RESULT  OF  THE  ELECTION. 

The  result  of  the  late  election  in  the  county,  in  favor  of  the  Democratic 
ticket  by  a  large  majority,  is  attributed  in  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
the  violence  and  crimes  charged  in  the  report  to  that  party.  We  do  not 
doabt  that  to  a  limited  extent  the  election  was  effected  in  one  or  two 
precincts  from  apprehensions  of  trouble  growing  out  of  the  excitement 
attendant  upon  a  heated  contest.  The  death  of  Mr.  Matthews  on  the 
morning  of  the  election  also,  perhaps,  had  a  discouraging  effect  upon 
his  party  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived,  but  at  almost  every  other  pre- 
cinct the  election  was  quiet  and  orderly,  and  no  disturbance  of  any  mag- 
nitude occurred.  The  testimony  of  several  witnesses  disclose  the  fact 
that  the  Independent  party  virtually  abandoned  the  contest  two  weeks 
before  the  election,  holding  no  meetings,  which  naturally  discouraged 
their  voters  and  abated  their  zeal,  and  led,  perhaps,  to  some  of  them 
voting  the  Democratic  ticket.  Again,  it  is  in  proof  that  some  of  the 
Republicans,  dissatisfied  with  the  attempt  of  the  leaders  to  take  over 
the  Republican  vote  to  the  support  of  candidates  that  had  formerly  been 
Democrats  and  chronic  ofiSce-seekers  in  that  party,  and  also  were  not 
men  of  very  high  character  at  any  time,  and  still  claimed  to  be  Demo- 
<aiit8,  either  remained  from  the  polls  or  vot^d  the  regular  Democratic 
ticket  These  facts  account  largely  for  the  increased  Democratic  ma- 
jority, and  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  there  had  been  no  excitement  from 
any  cause  the  Democratic  candidates  would  have  been  elected  at  least 
by  the  usual  majority. 

The  preamble  to  the  resolution  directing  the  investigation  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  charge  in  substanc^e  that  the  authorities  of  the 
State  failed  in  their  duty  in  maintaining  '<  the  equal  enjoyment  of  civil 
and  political  rights",  but  contributed  to  their  overthrow.  Nothing 
could  be  more  foreign  to  the  fact,  as  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of 
Jndge  Wharton,  page  436,  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Earns,  foreman  of  tho 
grand  jury,  page  293,  &c.,  the  testimony  of  Sheriff  Hargrave,  page  666, 
ftc,  and  that  of  other  witnesses  who  were  examined. 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  notice  further  this  and  many  other 
unsupported  statements  promulged  to  sustain  the  theory  upon  which 
this  investigation  was  commenced.  The  whole  investigation,  as  shown 
by  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted,  the  suggestive  questions  pro- 
pounded to  witnesses  who  were  summoned  to  testify  against  the  white 
people  of  the  county ;  the  discredit,  not  to  say  disrespect,  manifested  to- 
waid  witnesses  who  testified  to  facts  opposed  to  the  theory  of  the  in- 
vestigation, as  well  as  the  gross  perversion  of  fact«  discoverable  through- 
out the  report,  show  conclusively  that  the  purpose  and  aim  of  the  inquiry 
has  not  been  to  ascertain  the  truth  but  to  make  a  political  campaign 
document  and  furnish  matter  for  inflammatory  stump  speeches  in  the 
coming  canvass.  Nothing  could  be  allowed  to  obstruct  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  purpose.  Neither  private  character  nor  the  reputation  of 
a  whole  community  has  been  deemed  too  sacred  for  sacrifice  to  such  an 
object. 
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REMEDIES  PROPOSED  IN  REPORT. 

The  committee  propose  as  remedieA  for  the  great  wrougs  they  nnjustlj 
impute  to  the  Democratic  party  of  Copiah  County  three  things: 

First.  The  publication  for  the  information  of  the  American  people 
of  the  testimony  they  have  taken. 

Second.  The  passage  of  Senate  bill  No.  15,  known  as  the  Edmunds 
bill. 

Third.  An  investigation  of  the  condition  of  things  in  Mississippi 
after  the  next  election. 

In  reference  to  the  first  recommendation  the  undersigned  have  only 
to  say  that  the  publication  of  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee 
will  follow,  of  course,  but  that  it  can  give  to  the  American  people  any 
valuable  information  we  utterly  deny,  unless  it  be  such  as  will  confirm 
the  conviction  which  they  idready  entertain  that  the  purpose  of  the  in- 
vestigation was  to  furnish  stories  of  violence,  outrage,  and  wrong  to  be 
used  in  the  approaching  Presidential  canvass. 

The  Edmunds  bill,  No.  15,  will  be  fully  examined  when  it  comes  up 
for  consideration  in  the  Senate,  and  its  provisions  need  not  therefore 
be  here  discussed ;  but  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  will,  we 
are  sure,  neither  add  a  single  vote  in  its  favor  in  the  Senate  or  commend 
it  to  favorable  consideration  in  the  country. 

The  bill  referred  to  contains  no  provisions,  so  far  as  we  can  under- 
stand them,  applicable  to  the  occurrences  under  investigation.  Its  en- 
tire scope  seems  to  be  to  transfer  the  whole  domain  of  municipal  law 
from  the  State  courts  to  the  Federal  courts  in  all  cases  where  a  person 
of  color  may  be  brought  in  either  as  a  party  litigant  or  a  juror  or  a  wit- 
ness. The  recommendation  of  that  bill,  with  the  manifest  certainty  of 
its  not  becoming  a  law  by  this  Congress  at  least,  is  a  confirmation  of 
the  party  purposes  which  this  entire  proceeding  is  designed  to  subserve. 

The  recommendation  that  there  shall  be  a  full  investigation  of  Missis- 
sippi, with  a  view  to  its  disfranchisement  in  whole  or  in  part  after  the 
next  Presidential  election,  unless  the  same  shall  be  unquestionably  foir 
and  free,  is  obviously  intended  as  a  menace  to  that  State  to  deter  its 
citizens  from  casting  its  electoral  vote  contrary  to  the  party  which  the 
majority  of  the  committee  represent.  They  deny  that  any  election 
which  is  not  favorable  to  their  own  party  is  either  fair  or  free — certainly 
not  unquestionably  so — a  more  flagrant  and  abhorrent  attempt  to 
bulldoze  an  entire  State  by  threatening  to  disfranchise  its  people  and  to 
destroy  its  autonomy  cannot  be  found  in  the  annals  of  coustitutionid 
government. 

The  people  of  Mississippi  doubtless  have  a  just  apprehension  of  parti- 
san investigations,  which  are  generally  nothing  more  or  less  than  pub- 
lic scandals,  from  which  any  community  might  desire  to  be  exempt,  but 
we  know  of  no  reason  why  they  should  shrink  from  a  fair  and  impartial 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  State,  unless,  indeed,  it  be 
the  reflection  that  Congress  could  be  more  appropriately  employed  in 
attention  to  its  own  legitimate  business.  One  of  the  objects  proposed 
by  "  an  investigation  "  after  the  election,  stripped  of  disguises,  is  plainly 
foreshadowed  by  the  committee,  namely,  a  desire  to  curtail  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  State  in  Congress  and  in  the  electoral  college. 

The  adoption  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion increased  the  representation  of  Mississippi  and  other  States  having 
large  negro  populations  both  in  Congress  and  in  the  electoral  college, 
and  gave  them  a  political  power  greater  than  that  before  possessed. 
This  result  was  doubtless  anticipated  by  the  men  who  proposed  and 
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favored  the  adoption  of  that  amendment,  bnt  they  expected  by  the  aid 
of  the  newly  enfranchised  citizens  to  control  those  States,  and  thereby 
establish  their  party  permanently  in  power  in  the  Government.  Now, 
when  they  see  that  the  result  anticipated  will  not  be  realized,  and  that 
the  increased  political  power  conferred  by  that  amendment  upon  the 
Sonthem  States  may  contribute  to  the  defeat  of  their  party  in  the  con- 
tool  of  the  Government,  they  would  doubtless  gladly  nullify  the  effect 
of  that  amendment  and  find  some  excuse  for  depriving  not  only  Missis- 
sippi but  other  States  of  the  increased  representation  to  which  they  are 
DOW  entitled. 

The  undersigned  would  inquire.  Why  postpone  the  proposed  investi- 
gation until  after  the  election  T  The  committee  had  already  virtually 
declared  that  there  was  no  <<  security  for  constitutional  rights  in  Mis- 
sissipi  f  why  then  should  the  proposed  investigation  be  deferred  until 
after  the  election  T  The  reason  is  obvious.  Mississippi  may  possibly 
choose  electors  favorable  to  the  Bepublican  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and  in  that  case  no  investigation  will  be  needed,  but  if,  as  is  most 
probable,  Democratic  electors  shall  be  chosen,  and  the  choice  of  Presi- 
dent shall  be  determined  by  her  vote,  an  investigation  "  after  the  elec- 
tion" may  furnish  an  excuse  for  the  rejection  of  her  vote  or  the  count- 
ing it  for  the  Bepublican  candidate,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  Louisi- 
ana and  Florida  in  1877.  However  adroitly  concealed  under  verbiage, 
this  is  the  evident  purpose  of  the  committee  in  the  recommendation  of 
''an  investigation  after  the  electicm," 

The  duty  of  the  undersigned  in  this  regard  is  perhaps  discharged  by 
exposing  the  animus  of  the  recommendation,  but  they  feel  justified  in 
saying  that  "  they  little  understand  the  spirit  of  the  ag:e,  the  temper 
of  the  American  people,"  who  suppose  that  they  will  again  submit  to  a 
defeat  of  their  will  in  the  choice  of  a  President,  as  was  the  case  in  1877. 
Neither  electoral  commission  nor  armed  soldiery  around  this  Capitol 
▼ill  prevent  the  installation  in  the  Presidential  office  of  the  man  ele- 
vated to  that  position  by  the  voice  of  his  countrymen.    The  reproach 
brought  upon  our  system  of  government  by  occurrences  which  placed  in 
the  chief  executive  office  of  the  Government  a  man  who  had  been  de- 
feated at  the  polls  is  too  keenly  felt  by  the  people  of  the  country  to 
jostify  the  belief  that  they  will  tolerate  for  a  moment  the  suggestion  of 
their  repetition.     And  the  undersigned  can  but  express  their  surprise 
at  the  temerity  that  ventures,  however  covertly,  to  avow  a  purpose  so  de- 
structive to  the  peace  and  honor  pf  the  country. 

ELI  8AULSBXJEY, 
B.  F.  JONAS, 
Z.  B.  VAKGB, 
JAS.  L.  PUGH. 
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ISnXMONT   OF   J.     8.   8KXT0N,  BSQ.,  RKLATIKO  TO  VARIOUS  HATTERS  UNDER  INYES- 

TIOATION. 

Jameb  8.  Sbxton  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

QneatioD.  Toa  live  in  Hazlehnrstf — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  lonx  have  yoa  lived  there  f — ^A.  I  have  lived  there  four  years.  I  was 
imned  in  Copiah  County. 

<).  Are  yoa  a  member  of  the  barf — A.  Yes,  sir :  I  have  been  practicing  law  there. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehnrst  during  all  the  last  election  campaign,  or  in  Copiah 
Cooniy  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  saw  a  good  deal  of  what  was  going  on  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  testimony  of  some  witness  it  is  stated  about  Mr.  Joe  Bailey — do  yon  know 
himt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  a  lawyer  there  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  stated  that  he  made  an  exceedingly  -violent,  excitable,  and  inflammatory 

r»eh ;  did  you  hear  that  f~A.  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  Mr.  Bailey  make  two  speeches. 
Saturday  nif^ht  he  had  been  down  in  beat  3.  The  appointment  had  been  made,  I 
think,  by  the  executive  committee.  Mr.  Bailey  came  in  about  9  o'clock  at  night,  im- 
mediately after  this  excitement  on  the  streets  in  reference  to  these  warrants  for  the 
men  to  be  arreeted.  He  came  in  and  made  a  speech  to  the  club  that  night,  and  I  re- 
member distinctly  some  of  the  remarks  that  he  made,  I  think  made  in  answer  to  ques- 
tkms  asked  him.  There  were  some  old  men  present,  conservative  citizens,  and  Mr. 
Bailey  went  on  to  tell  about  being  in  beat  3  electioneeriug,  and  I  remember  that  he 
Mid  (be  rather  addressed  some  of  his  remarks  at  that  time  to  some  of  the  older  gen- 
tlemen present),  '*  While  we  have  been  going  around  electioneering  and  all  this,  and 
making  considerable  demonstration,  I  assure  you  we  have  committed  no  crime,  and 
done  nothing  that  the  older  men  and  thinking  people  of  the  county  could  condemn." 
That  waf«  on  Saturday  night.  I  heard  Mr.  Bailey  make  that  statement  in  reference  to 
what  they  had  done  in  beat  3.  On  the  day  after  the  killing  I  remember  the  speech 
made  by  Mr.  Bailey,  and  I  was  very  much  astonished  to  hear  the  testimony  of  some 
one  here  yesterday  in  reference  to  it.    Mr.  Bailey  made  a  speech  to  that  excited  crowd 

<).  Was  that  the  meeting  that  passed  the  resolutions  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Some  parts  of 
his  speech  were  very  conservative  indeed.  I  know  he  went  on  to  say,  among  other 
tbines,  that  we  had  had  a  considerable  victory  there,  and  in  the  time  of  victory  we 
ahonld  show  our  magnanimity.  Somebody  said  to  you  that  Mr.  Bailey  jerked  out 
his  pistoL  He  did  that,  but  in  this  connection,  and  I  was  astonished  to  find  Mr. 
Bailey  there  with  a  pistol  on  him.  He  said,  '*  They  accuse  us  of  being  bulldozers 
and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  and,"  he  says,  '*  this  is  the  kind  of  instruments  they  per- 
suade our  friends  with  down  in  beat  3,"  pulling  out  his  pistol  and  speaking  of  the 
opposition,  and  the  only  demonstration  made  by  Democrats  was  in  response  to  just 
such  appeals  as  that.  I  think  that  was  nncalled  for  and  unbecoming,  because  he  is 
a  man  of  intelligence,  and  1  was  surprised  to  see  him  Jerk  out  his  pistol,  but  he  did  it 
to  make  that  explanation.  So  far  as  saying  they  were  going  to  kill  anybody  is  con- 
cerned, I  heard  that  expression,  **  We  will  kill  them  out,"  and  it  came  from  a  gentle- 
man named  Womack,  who  is  one  of  the  most  intense  men  I  ever  saw  in  my  life,  and 
who  was  drinking  at  the  time.  I  remember  that  expression.  Somebody  said  that 
the  crowd  hollowed  out,  **  We  will  kill  them  out."  I  know  that  it  was  Mr.  Womack 
who  said  that. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  these  outrages  which  have  been  testified  to ;  have 
yon  investigated  any  of  those  things  f — A.  I  know  that  during  the  canvass  in  that 
county,  dunng  the  session  of  the  circuit  court  which  met  just  immediately  preceding 
the  election,  there  was  a  man  named  Wallis  killed  and,  I  remember  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  talk  about  it  in  the  town.  I  remember  distinctly  that  in  every  conversation 
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regarding  that  killing  there  was  never  one  word  said  that  connected  it  with  polities, 
or  with  any  crowd,  and  I  know  the  crowd  thej  called  the  mob  which  went  down  iatc 
beat  3,  did  not  go  there  until  a  number  of  days  after  Wallls  had  been  killed,  and  I 
know  it  never  had  any  political  significance. 

Q.  Did  any  Independent  or  Republican  charge  it  f — A.  I  do  not  think  any  lode- 
pendent  or  Republican  living  ever  thought,  or  thinks  now,  that  that  was  the  case. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  that  is  going  rather  far. 

The  Witness.  I  heard  the  matter  discussed  constantly  about  the  killing  of  Wallis 
there,  and  heard  it  denounced  as  an  outrage,  but  I  never  heard  any  man  say  that  it 
had  any  political  connection  whatever.  1  have  heard  it  was  connected  with  a  law- 
suit in  which  gentlemen  there  are  interested.  Then,  about  the  burning  of  Daniel 
Crump's  bouse,  I  have  been  astonisheil  to  see  attempted  exaggerations  of  thee e  offenses. 
Some  of  them  are  bad  enough  as  it  is,  without  exaggeration.  The  burning  oat  of 
Crump  had  no  more  political  connection  than  a  fire  herein  town  would  have t(»-night 
Mr.  Conn  on  the  one  side  and  myself  and  Mr.  Miller  on  the  other  side  were  represent- 
ing Daniel  Crump  in  that  lawsuit,  which  carrini  with  it  cons'derable  feeling,  and  in 
which  there  was  more  interest  taken  than  had  been  shown  in  a  long  time  m  a  law- 
suit in  that  county,  and  quite  a  number  of  witnesses  had  been  examined,  withalarge 
record  taken  in  the  chancery  court,  consuming  really  half  of  this  last  summer.  It  was 
a  heated  contest  between  litigants  there ;  and  incident  to  that  suit  that  was  pending 
was  another  suit  involving  the  question  of  title  to  some  land  on  which  this  Cramp 
lived  that  he  had  purchased  from  Mr.  Little.  Crump  came  to  me  after  this  burning 
occurred  and  told  me  just  in  so  many  words  (whether  it  is  true  or  not  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  state)  that  it  was  Aleck  Little  and  Tom  Norman  who  did  it,  Little  being  the 
man  with  whom  he  had  the  litigation,  and  Norman  his  brother-in-law  and  the  trustee 
in  the  deed  of  trust  we  had  attempted  to  keep  from  having  enforced  on  his  property; 
that  they  were  present  in  his  yard  shooting  at  him  that  night  when  he  ran  out  and 
saw  those  men  tnere.  And  I  know  as  well  as  I  live  that  that  had  no  political  connec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Did  Crump  believe  it  hadany  f— A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  believe  it.  He 
consnltod  with  me  frequently.  I  took  a  list  of  the  witnesses.  They  are  in  my  office 
to-day,  and  the  district  attorney  and  I  have  talked  about  it,  and  abont  ito  being  a 
great  outrage  that  should  be  punished  in  that  county. 

Q.  Has  Crump  consulted  yon  about  it  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  frequently.  I  think  I  was  at 
Louisville  or  Cincinnati  at  the  exposition  when  this  occurred,  and  when  I  came 
home — no ;  it  was  later  than  that ;  but  I  was  present  when  Crump  came  in  to  make 
out  this  affidavit.  The  first  I  knew  of  it  he  came  to  me  to  prosecute  these  men,  and 
it  is  a  charge  which  if  a  mau  is  convicted  of  he  has  to  suffer  death.  I  asked  him 
what  was  his  ability  to  pay  a  fee.  Dnriug  this  long  contest  he  had  not  paid  os  a 
cent.  I  thought  it  was  a  considerable  undertaking  to  prosecute  men  there  for  their 
lives,  and  I  thought  he  had  no  means  that  he  could  pay  a  fee  with,  and  I  told  him 
that  the  magistrate  could  only  commit  him,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  he  would  do  his 
duty  in  that  regard,  or  it  would  come  up  before  the  next  meetinff  of  the  grand  jo^, 
who  could  investigate  the  case  fully,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  Mr.  Miller  would  do 
his  full  duty  in  the  investigation  of  that  case.  I  know  Crump  never  said  a  word 
about  its  having  political  connection  whatever.  Now,  abont  the  case  of  Handy 
Fortner.  No  man  I  have  ever  heard  mention  it  has  ever  spoken  of  it  as  being  coo- 
nected  with  politics  in  any  manner  whatever.    These  are  three  cases  I  rememter. 

Q.  Was  not  Fortner  engaged  in  litigation  with  the  man  he  suapected  of  doing  itf— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  understanding,  from  conversation  I  had  with  him  about  it 

Q.  f^m  all  you  have  heard  from  the  witnesses  here,  and  all  yon  know  of  your  own 
knowledge,  as  a  citizen  of  Copiah  County  engaged  in  this  canvass,  do  yon  believe  that 
these  cases  ^rew  out  of  politics  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  db  not ;  in  fact  I  have  every  evidence 
that  they  did  not.  These  cases  I  have  mentioned  were  not  connected  with  politics  in 
anv  way  whatever. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  people  of  Copiah  Countj^,  especially  the 
Democratic  people  of  Copiah  County? — A.  It  is  just  as  good  as  it  is  anywhere.  I 
have  lived  there  until  I  am  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  ana  I  have  nev^  seen  a  diffi- 
culty in  that  county  until  this  date  that  I  remember  Just  now.  I  believe  the  people 
there  are  as  quiet  and  law-abiding  as  they  are  anywhere. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  after  the  election  which  passed  the  resolutions  which 
have  been  introduced  here  about  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  testi- 
fied abont  that. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  passage  of  those  resolutions  ? — A.  Mr.  Birdsong 
has  testified  to  the  part  I  took.  I  was  very  much  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  roo- 
lutions  and  tried  to  speak  against  tbem,  but  just  about  the  time  I  was  getting  up  in 
the  audience  there  was  an  old  gentleman  of^our  county  there,  who  has  lived  in  the 
county  a  long  time  and  represented  the  county  in  the  legislature,  got  up  to  say  some- 
thing against  it  and  I  saw  from  the  disposition  of  the  crowd  that  I  could  not  do  auy- 
thing. 
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Q.  Were  the  resolntioiis  pasaed  in  the  midst  of  very  inteiiBe  excitement  f~ A.  Yen, 
sir;  I  have  never  seen  any tninff  like  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  they  were  the  resalt  of  the  cool  Judgment  of  even  the  people  who 
paased  themf — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  idea  they  were.  I  saw  demonstrations  there  by 
men  whom  I  know  in  the  ordinary  walks  oi  life  are  as  quiet  as  anybody  in  the  world. 
I  saw  tham  Tote  in  a  way  I  know  they  would  not  have  voted  under  ordinary  circum- 
■tances;  and  I  know  it  resulted  from  the  intense  excitement  growing:  out  of  the  kill- 
ini^of  Mr.  Matthews,  which  was  considered  a  very  extraordinary  affair,  and  there  was 
ft  Tery  extraordinary  public  feeling  there  at  large. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  those  resolutions  expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Copiah 
County  t—A.  I  know  they  do  not ;  they  do  not  express  the  feeling  ot  those  men  who 
passed  them  there,  under  any  ordinary  circumstances.  My  experience  with  men  is 
this:  That  when  they  are  excited  and  stirred  up,  their  fears  aroused,  and  they  are 
prejadioed  to  some  extent,  they  will  sometimes  do  things  that  in  cooler  moments  they 
woold  not  think  of  doing.  I  know  a  very  large  majority  of  the  people  of  that  county 
do  not  indorse  those  resolutions. 

Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  intense  excitement  that  existed  in  Copiah  County 
jost  immediately  previous  to  the  election  f — A.  There  was  just  this  about  it.  The 
people  of  that  county  had  been  ruined  almost,  a  number  of  years  ago,  under  a  Repub- 
liean  administration  there,  which  administration  Mr.  Matthews  seemed  to  control. 
That  was  suppressed  in  lrj75,  and  from  that  time  until  this  last  election,  the  Democrats 
have  been  in  power  there,  in  the  main,  and  the  government  had  been  very  good.  In 
some  instances  officers  have  not  done  their  duty.  In  one  instance  a  Democrat  de- 
faulted there.  Well,  for  several  years  prior  to  this  last  campaign,  there  had  been  a 
little  falling  off  in  the  Democratic  party  of  a  certain  element.  For  instance,  there 
were  quite  a  number  of  men  who  would  come  into  the  Democratic  party  and  ask  for 
oiBee,  and  be  constantly  crying  for  office  of  some  kind,  and  just  as  soon  as  they  were 
disappointed  they  would  desert  it,  and  Mr.  Matthews  would  pick  up  anybody  of  that 
kind.  He  had  about  2,200  ne|rro  votes  in  his  pocket,  and  he  would  pick  up  anybody 
objectionable  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  anybody  disappointed  in  the  Democratic 
psity,  and  undertake,  with  the  negro  vote,  to  foist  those  objectionable  Democrats  on 
the  white  people  of  the  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Yon  are  .speaking  now  of  this  particular  campaign  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  of  this  par- 
ticular campaign.  And  as  evidence  of  it,  this  man  Bridewell,  who  was  a  candidate 
for  the  legislature,  had,  to  my  knowledge,  been  before  several  Democratic  conven- 
tioDs  begging  for  office,  and  the  Democrats  would  never  nominate  him.  Mr.  Enochs 
and  Mr.  McNeil  are  of  the  same  category,  and  Leon  Matthews  and  Mr.  Barlow  were 
sbont  the  only  men  on  the  ticket  who  had  not  been  chronic  office-seekers  of  the  Dem- 
oriatie  party.  When  they  were  disappointed  it  seemed  to  be  Mr.  Matthews's  dispo- 
otioD  to  make  friends  with  them,  and  take  this  solid  vote  and  elect  them,  and  when- 
ever these  men  went  over  to  Mr.  Matthews  and  to  the  negroes  they  would  undertake 
the  most  objectionable  methods  of  arraying  the  negroes  against  the  white  people  in 
one  sense;  not  in  the  sense  that  they  must  go  to  war  with  them,  but  they  would  ap- 
peal to  their  prejudices,  and  denounce  the  Democrats  as  being  thieves  and  scoundrels 
who  would  swindle  them.  And  the  negroes  are  a  peculfar  people ;  they  are  iffuorant, 
and  they  have  considerable  prejudice,  and  these  men,  by  appealing  to  them  simply  to  * 
■ene  their  own  purposes,  would  stir  up  an  excitement  there  and  embitter  the  races 
just  in  that  way^  and  it  was  all  to  serve  their  own  ends.  We  had  suffered  there 
under  the  administration  of  the  county  officers.  I  made  an  examination  of  the  hooka 
oiyself,  and  I  know,  according  to  the  treasurer's  report,  when  this  last  board  of 
supervisors,  who  were  elected  as  Independents,  went  into  office,  there  was  some 
$13,000  cash  in  the  treasury.  And  I  know  the  last  report,  made  by  an  Ii\4ependent 
treasorer,  showed  there  was  only  79  cents  in  the  common-school  fund  of  that  county, 
tod  the  connty  waa  in  debt  at  that  time  some  $16,000.  The  people  were  outraged 
about  that.  VSrhile  there  had  been  some  improvements  made,  the  people  felt  it  waa 
altogether  disproportionate  to  the  way  the  funds  of  the  county  haci  been  exhausted. 

By  Mr.  8aul8bury  : 

Q.  Was  this  Independent  ticket  that  was  presented  to  them  composed  of  the  men 
of  the  character  yon  have  described  entirely  T~A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was.  That  is  my  delib- 
erate judgment ;  I  know  the  men  personally. 

Q.  Did  you  see  this  so-called  mob  at  any  time  f — A.  Tea,  sir ;  I  saw  what  they  term 
here  a  mob. 

Q.  Explain  the  position  of  that  mob,  who  they  were.— A.  My  understanding  of  that 
matter  is  simplv  this:  There  were  some  appointments  in  beat  3,  a  strongly-contested 
beat,  and  in  which  there  were  a  number  of  Indep«'ndents  who  were  fellows  just  as 
oTerbearing  as  they  dared  to  be,  men  in  the  habit  of  intimidating  their  neighbors 
there.    These  men  went  down  there  to  do  just  as  much  good  as  they  could  in  the  way 
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of  eleotitmeeriDK  in  our  favor,  making  speeches  and  encoaragiog  onr  own  men.  I 
made  a  speech  there  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  oar  men  commenced  as  early  as  that  to 
try  to  b;ioy  np  each  other  there  in  order  to  get  shut  of  this  man  Bof  kin,  who  was  a 
Republican  of  beat  3  and  on  the  board  of  supervisors.  In  order  to  carry  that  beat, 
and  in  order  that  it  might  not  be,  as  they  termed  it,  a  disgrace  to  the  connty,  they 
began  their  canvass  early  in  the  action  and  onr  men  went  down  to  assist  them,  and  I 
am  satisHtnl  that  the  men  who  went  there  never  exhibited  any  violence  to  any  one. 
The  crowd  has  been  immensely  exaggerated.  I  do  not  believe  from  what  I  know  of 
the  men,  I  would  not  believe  it  from  any  witness  who  has  taken  the  stand  and  sworn 
to  it,  knowing  their  character  at  home,  I  cannot  bo  made  to  believe  it,  that  the  men 
I  saw  in  that  crowd  who  came  into  Hazlehurst  had  been  shooting  into  negro  houses 
or  taking  them  out  and  beating  them,  much  less  killing  aud  maiming  them  in  any 
way. 

Q.  You  think  they  were  men  who  from  their  general  character  and  repntation  woald 
be  incapable  of  such  acts  f — A.  That  is  my  candid  opinion.  There  were  some  men  in 
that  crowd  who  were  rough  men  and  who  delighted  in  being  so,  and  they  possibly 
m:iy  have  been  guilty  of  some  of  those  acts.  But  I  know  a  large  majority  of  them 
are  immensely  exaggerated.     I  know  that  from  my  knowledge  of  the  people. 

Q.  In  the  high  state  of  public  excitement  some  people  may  have  taken  advantage 
of  it  in  order  to  settle  their  private  quarrels  F  — A.  I  think  there  is  no  question  about 
that.  I  am  as  confident  as  I  am  that  I  live  that  what  they  term  *'  the  mob  *^  had  no 
more  to  do  with  the  killing  of  this  man  Wallis  than  I  had  to  do  with  it,  or  with  tb« 
whipping  of  Handy  Fortner,  and  I  know  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  burning  of 
Crump*s  house. 

Mr.  Saulsbury.  Is  there  anything  further  yon  wish  to  state  f  « 

The  Witness.  No,  sir;  nothing  specially. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Ton  used  a  phrase  just  now  in  yonr  description  of  the  campaign  of  lt583,  and  the 
reason  for  the  excitement  in  that  campaign,  that  there  were  2,200  negro  votes  in  Mr. 
Matthews^s  pocket.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  expression? — A.  I  mean  by  that  that 
Mr.  Matthews  had  absolute  control,  in  my  judgment,  of  them.  I  believe  they  would 
vote  for  the  devil  if  he  put  him  on  his  ticker. 

Q.  How  many  negro  votes  are  there  in  your  county  f — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  have 
an  idea  that  there  are  about  2,500.  I  think  perhaps  there  were  300  negroes  in  that 
county  that  Mr.  Matthews  could  not  control. 

Q.  You  think  there  were  more  negro  votes  than  white? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  more  thau  5,000  registered  voters  in  the  county  f — A.  That  is  a  matter 
easily  ascertained  ;  I  never  have  examined  the  registration  of  that  county. 

Q.  You  say  that  there  was  no  shontiug  about  cleaning  Matthews  out,  or  whatever 
the  phrase  is,  by  the  crowd,  but  only  by  one  man  that  you  know  ? — A.  I  say  the  ex- 
pression **  We  will  kill  them  out''  fell  from  the  Him  of  a  man  named  WomacK. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  heard  every  shout  in  that  excited  crowd  f— A.  I 
beard  that  as  distinctly  as  I  hear  your  voice,  and  I  know  it  fell  from  his  lips  and  no 
other  man's. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  yon  heard  every  shout  that  came  from  the  others  of  the 
crowd? — A.  No,  sir;  but  such  an  extraordinary  expression  as  that  would  havestmck 
me. 

Q.  If  you  did  not  hear  it  it  would  uot  have  struck  you  T — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  And  you  mean  to  say  that  you  heard  all  the  shouts  that  came  from  the  others  of 
the  crowd  f — A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  heard  everything  that  was  said,  but  I  am  certain 
if  the  crowd  had  hollowed  it  out  I  would  have  noticed  it. 

Q.  If  any  other  man  says  he  heard  such  shoutayou  cannot  say  that  it  is  not  true. 
Now,  did  they  permit  thin  old  gentleman.  Major  Barry,  to  speak,  or  did  they  shout  so 
that  he  could  not  be  heard  f — A.  Major  Barry  did  not  undertake  to  speak  at  any  con- 
siderable length ;  he  declined  to  speak ;  be  got  up  and  said,  **  I  obiect  to  the  passage 
of  those  resolutions.  I  am  willing  to  bold  a  man  responsible  for  all  that  he  doe:},  but 
I  am  uot  willing  to  go  so  far  aJs  to  say  what  those  resolutions  do  say,  that  they  will 
hold  him  responsible  for  whatever  crimes  may  be  committed  in  the  community;'' 
about  that  time  there  was  considerable  uproar,  and  ho  sat  down. 

Q.  Did  you  agree  to  any  part  of  those  resolution*  or  approve  of  them  f— A.  No,  sir. 
There  is  one  expression  in  the  resolutions 

Q.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  a  particular  one. — A.  Let  me  explain  one  thing. 
I  think  that  the  real  gist  of  those  resolutions,  if  they  had  any,  and  they  seem  to  con- 
vey a  good  deal,  seemed  to  consist  in  the  impression  that  the  people  of  that  county 
had  made  up  their  minds  that  a  fewdesigniug  men  could  uot  take  the  negro  vote  and 
organize  it  against  the  wTiite  people,  and  thereby  disrupt  society  and  break  up 

Q.  They  said  if  any  man  undertakes  to  organize  the  negro  race  against  the  whites 
it  will  be  at  his  peril;  that  is  what  the  resolution  says. — A.  If  there  is  anything  par- 
donable in  those  resolutions  it  is  that  expression,  and  those  who  have  suffered  under 
that  know  of  it. 
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Q.  Too  approye  of  that? — A.  I  do  not  approve  of  giviup^  notice  to  the  world  that  we 
vill  kill  them  or  that  a  man  shall  do  certain  things  at  his  peril;  but  I  do  object  that 
any  designing  men  shall  control  the  negro  vote  over  the  people. 

Q.  VHieu  joa  say  that  no  person  or  set  of  designing  meo  should  be  permitted  to  or- 
ganize the  negro  vote,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  that  snonld  be  prevented  if  the  negroes 
and  designing  men  should  happen  to  constitute  the  ui^Jority  f — A.  I  say  if  they  are 
the  majority  I  think  we  had  better  get  ont  of  the  country  and  not  kill  them.  I  am  in 
isTor  of  a  iniOority  rule,  and  if  we  cannot  stand  it  we  will  have  to  leave. 

Q.  If  they  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  you  will  have  to  stay  there  and  endure  it 
or  go  away  f — ^A.  Tea,  sir;  that  is  ray  idea.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying 
that  the  negroes  of  that  county  are  all  thieves  or  all  designing.  The  truth  is  the  ne- 
grws  constitute  the  best  element  of  the  opposition  to  the  Democrats  in  that  county, 
and  there  are  a  number  of  good  negroes,  men,  who  if  not  misled  and  their  passions  not 
appealed  to  or  their  prejudices  aroused,  who  would  accumulate  some  property.  They 
are  generally  improvident  and  would  never  accumulate  much  so  far  as  that  is  con- 
ctfued,  bat  they  would  undertake  to  do  their  duty  in  the  way  of  supporting  the  Gov- 
enment  and  paying  their  taxes.  They  are  not  a  hostile  people  as  a  race,  and  not  in- 
clined, except  when  stirred  up  by  designing  mt^n,  io  run  counter  to  the  white  race. 
Tbey  are  rather  inclined  to  take  counsel  of  the  whites,  and  strange  as  it  may  seem 
there  are  a  large  number  of  negroes  there  who  would  ^o  tii  their  employers  and  take 
their  advice  on  any  qnestiou,  who  would  risk  their  lives  in  the  hands  of  attorneys, 
place  their  families'  lives  in  the  hands  of  doctors,  who  during  a  political  campaign, 
and  after  bearing  such  men  as  they  are  in  the  habit  of  hearing  there,  notwithstand- 
ing these  men  had  intrusted  their  property  and  rights  to  them,  they  could  no  longer 
reason  with  them,  and  they  would  leave  a  room  or  a  meeting  in  order  to  keep  from 
hearing  them  speak  on  politics. 

Q.  And  actnally  vote  against  those  good  men  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  their  privilege. 
I  haYe  aeeo  n^roes  who  could  not  actually  read  a  word  pretending  to  read  the  news- 
papers, and  saying  that  the  Democrats  had  passed  certain  laws,  £o.  Sol.  Smith,  for 
instance,  reads  the  newspaper  half  the  time  wrong  side  upwards  and  then  instructs 
them  abont  the  laws  the  Democrats  have  passed,  and  they  cheer  it  to  the  echo. 

Q.  When  yon  were  asked  by  Mr.  Saulsbury  if  there  was  anything  yon  would  like 
to  add  to  your  answers,  you  said  there  was  nothing  you  wished  to  say  particniarlv. 
When  I  ask  you  a  question  I  do  not  want  you  to  go  on  with  a  general  discourse.  If 
there  is  anything  you  deem  important,  of  course  you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  tell 
it  Bnt  I  want  to  ask  now  in  regard  to  some  particular  points,  and  I  would  like  to 
hare  you  confine  your  answers  to  the  questions ;  if  there  is  anything  you  wish  to  add 
before  yon  leave  the  stand  yon  shall  have  the  fullest  opportunity.  Now,  are  not  the 
colored  people  in  that  county  quite  desirous  of  having  their  children  educated? — A. 
They  seem  to  evince  that  desire,  judging  from  the  way  they  send  them  to  school,  and 
from  the  interest  they  take  in  it.    I  believe  they  do. 

Q.  Qoite  as  mnch  so  as  the  least  affluent  class  of  the  whites,  are  they  not  f— A.  I 
rather  believe  they  are. 

Q.  One  witness  testified  they  were  more  so,  or  at  any  rate  onite  as  much  so,  and  he 
vasyoor  Democratic  superinten  ent  of  schools. — ^A.  I  thiuK  so,  irom  the  way  ihey 
attend  schools  and  the  disposition  they  show  to  send  their  children  to  school. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  this  complaint  which  you  make  that  the  persons  who 
have  left  yonr  party  and  gone  in  with  the  other  party  are  the  men  who  sought  office 
and  did  not  get  It,  and  that  there  is  wastefulness  and  extravagance  in  the  manage- 
ttent  of  the  finances  by  yonr  opponents,  is  a  common  complaint  everywhere  of  the 
party  that  is  ont  against  the  party  that  is  inf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  that  there  are 
each  complainta  made  always  by  the  party  that  is  opposed  to  the  dominant  party; 
hat  I  know— furthermore,  I  have  read  something  of  parties  in  this  country,  and  know 
something  of  their  existencet — hat  in  no  place,  except  in  the  South,  are  the  people 
siirronnded  with  the  peculiar  circumstances  that  surround  us ;  that  is  to  say,  where 
the^  are  presented  with  a  vote  that  is  such  a  large  factor  in  elections,  and  that  is  so 
easily  misled  and  misguided. 

Q.  I  understand  that.  I  understand  that  ^ou  have,  at  the  South,  whether  it  is 
right,  or  just,  or  wise,  to  encounter  this  peculiar  fact  that  the  current  of  events  has 
BMide  yonr  former  slaves,  who  were  slaves  without  the  fault,  certainly,  of  the  present 
or  last  generation  of  men,  on  an  equality  with  yon  in  voting,  which  is  a  very  rare  and 
impresAivo  event  in  history.  Bnt  still  you  recogoize,  do  you  not,  the  fact  that  they 
have  thb  constitutional  right  f — A.  To  the  fullest  extent. 

Q.  Given  to  them  without  their  fault,  or  witliout  their  doing  anything  to  get  it 
^lemaeivrs;  given  to  them  by  a  force  outside  of  their  own  T — A.  I  would  not  have 
blamed  them  if  they  had  tried  to  get  it. 

<j.  And  yon  reoog^nize  that  these  colored  people,  during  the  war,  were  faithful  and 
friendly ;  while  their  masters  and  masters'  sons  were  at  the  war  tbey  staid  at  home 
and  ^nerally  kept  the  peace  f — ^A.  I  was  a  child  then,  but  that  is  the  general  im- 
piesBon,  and  I  think  it  is  true. 
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Q.  Ton  have  a  feeling  not  nnfriendly  to  the  neffro  luce  so  far  as  that  is  conoernedr 
I  do  not  speak  of  yourself  personally^  but  your  wmte  people  have  t— A.  I  know  I  have 
a  friendly  feeling. 

Q.  Do  yon  doubt  that  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  people,  the  white  Demo- 
crats of  yonr  countv,  agree  with  what  Mr.  Dodds  stated  the  other  day  was  his  opin- 
ion, that  this  bull-dozing,  as  it  is  called,  while  an  evil,  is  preferable  to  permitting 
the  negroes  and  this  bad  class  of  whites,  if  in  the  majority,  to  rule  and  control;  that 
it  is  better  to  prevent  it  by  force  than  to  have  it  done? — A.  I  never  have  discussed 
that  question  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  express  an  opinion. 

Q.  Ton  have  told  us  in  regard  to  many  things  wbat  yon  thought  other  people  be- 
lieved.— ^A.  Upon  that  particnlar  question  I  am  not  prepared  to  express  an  opinion. 
I  know  that  a  large  number  of  people  there  are  generally  very  conservative  in  their 
feelings,  and  are  opposed  to  violence  in  any  form,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
they  would  submit  to  almost  anything  that  could  be  endured  rather  than  to  resort  to 
revolutionary  methods. 

Q,  Do  yon  not  regard  Mr.  Dodds  as  one  of  the  law-abiding  and  conservative  peo- 
ple of  the  county  f— A.  Mr.  Dodds  is  a  conservative  man,  and  I  was  surprised,  and  so 
expressed  myself  yesterday,  at  Mr.  Dodds'a  testimony  on  that  particular  point.  How- 
ever, he  is  a  man  as  capable  of  taking  care  of  himself  as  I  am,  and  as  capable  of 
Judging.    I  mean  by  that  in  any  intellectual  difference  of  opinion. 

Q.  Have  you  investigated  the  particulars  of  this  whipping  of  Handy  Fortner  your- 
self?—A.  Not  personally ;  I  heard  this 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  what  you  heard.— A.  I  insist  on  ^vlng  my  explanation  of  the 
matter.  I  have  heard  the  attorney  of  the  man  whom  it  is  supposed  whipped  Fortner 
state  that  he  himself  believed  that  that  matter  was  a  personal  matter  and  not  a  po- 
litical one. 

Q.  But  if  those  persons  asked  Fortner  how  he  was  going  to  vote,  and  told  him  that 
he  must  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  or  be  a  thousand  miles  from  the  polls  on  election 
day,  if  that  is  true  would  you  not  change  your  opinion  on  that  subject  f — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  would,  for  this  reaaon :  If  this  gentleman  went  and  whipped  him  on  ac- 
count of  a  lawsuit,  he  would  attribute  it  to  most  any  other  motive  ana  undertake  to 
make  common  cause  with  a  large  number  of  Democrats  in  this  violation  of  the  law. 
It  IS  very  probable  they  might  have  gone  there  and  whipped  him  on  account  of  some 
private  grievance,  and  yet  attribute  it  not  to  the  lawsuit  but  to  the  fact  tiiat  he  was 
a  Repubucan. 

Q.  It  would  have  about  the  same  effect  on  the  negro  if  a  Democrat,  with  other 
Democrats,  went  there  and  whipped  him  and  told  him  ne  must  either  vote  the  Demo- 
oratio  ticket  or  be  absent  from  the  election  on  election  day.  Do  you  think  that 
helps  it,  so  fiir  as  the  negro  is  concerned,  that  the  man  had  a  personal  spite  t — A.  Not 
BO  xar  as  the  negro  is  concerned  in  the  least.  I  would  say  iu  addition,  that  this  gen- 
tleman who  testified  as  to  wbat  Fortner  said  before  the  grand  jury,  I  know  will  not 
lie,  and  men  on  their  oath  and  not  on  their  oath  will  tell  you  what  I  believe  to  be 
true,  that  it  is  very  questionableabout  anybody's  going  to  Fortner's  and  talking  about 
how  he  should  vote,  though  I  have  no  question  about  nis  being  whipped. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  that  he  was  in  a  state  of  terror  before  the  grand  Jurv  f^^-A.  No. 
sir ;  I  think  not.  I  know  the  character  of  the  men  on  the  grand  jury,  and  Mr.  Eamee 
said  he  assured  him  that  if  he  had  anything  to  say  he  should  be  protected  in  it,  and 
would  call  any  of  the  witnesses,  if  he  had  any,  and  I  do  not  believe  after  that  assur- 
ance the  negro  had  anv  fear. 

Q.  It  is  barely  possible  if  an  indictment  was  found  against  Th<Hnpson  or  any  other 
of  these  Democratic  gentlemen,  Fortner  might  think  they  would  avenge  them- 
selves f — ^A.  I  do  not  believe  they  would.  The  law  is  not  a  farce  in  our  State.  When- 
ever a  man  is  indicted,  arraigned,  and  tried,  as  I  have  seen,  you  will  see  that  there 
Is  some  meaning  in  it.  Yon  get  a  man  in  the  clutch  of  the  law,  and  he  is  not  so  apt 
to  go  out  and  whip  men  as  you  imagine.  It  is  before  they  get  indicted  and  not  after 
they  get  into  the  hands  of  the  authorities  that  they  do  these  things. 

Q.  But  in  these  two  instances  von  attribute  it  to  suits  at  law  T — ^A.  Yea,  sir;  but 
bring  them  in  and  indict  them  for  those  offenses  and  for  assault  and  battery,  and 
they  would  be  the  last  men  in  the  world  to  attack  those  negroes  any  more. 

Q.  I  shall  look  then  with  considerable  intt* rest  to  see  whether  Has  Wheeler  is  hung 
or  not.  I  think  you  said  you  heard  the  speech  of  Mr.  Bailey  when  he  flourished  this 
pistol  t— A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  also,  have  testified,  I  think,  that  ^ou  heard  a  speech  of  his  a  few  days  before 
the  election  f— A.  That  was  on  Saturday  night  when  he  came  in  ftt>m  beat  3. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Bailey  say  iu  that  speech  on  Saturday  night  that  he  heard  there 
was  a  warrant  for  his  arrest? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  he  was  not  going  to  be  arrested  until  after  election  f — A.  No,  air.  Mr. 
Bailev  said  he  understood  there  waa  a  warrant  for  his  anest ;  that  he  was  to  be  ar- 
rested as  a  common  vagabond  and  disturber  of  the  peace,  and  he  said  that  he  had  not 
disturbed  the  peace  or  i>een  engaged  in  the  riotous  conduct  they  accuaed  him  oi,  and 
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I  im  rare  that  he  never  had.  Any  snch  expreesion  as  that  would  strike  me  as  re- 
msrkahle,  and  I  know  I  should  remember  it.  We  are  not  a  lot  of  brigands  np  there ; 
we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  hearing  men  swear  they  will  resist  the  officers  of  the  law, 
and  will  abide  their  own  pleasure  abont  it.  Such  things  are  not  common  in  that 
State,  little  as  yon  may  be  disposed  to  believe  it. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  yon  about  one  other  matter.  Did  you  receive  a  letter  or  comnyt- 
oicatiou  fh>m  anybody  advising  yon.  to  call  a  meeting,  or  to  have  a  meeting  called, 
to  express  disapproval  of  this  killing  of  Print  Matthews  f — A.  Not  a  line ;  1  am  cer- 
tain that  I  never  received  a  line  from  any  one  in  reference  to  that  matter. 

Q.  Or  in  reference  to  any  of  these  outrages  or  matters  that  have  been  going  on  f — 
A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  Une. 

Q.  Or  any  verbal  message  from  any  onef~A.  No,  sir ;  no  verbal  message  from  any 
one.    I  was  in  Jackson  and  .discussed  the  matter  with  quite  a  number  of  men  there. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  or  discuss  the  question  of  calling  a  meeting  to  either  denounce 
or  express  disapproval  of  these  proceedings  or  this  crime  of  Wheeler's  f— A.  Not  for  a 
moment;  I  never  dreamed  of  it. 

Q.  Or  expressing  disapproval  of  these  resolutions  f— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did.  I  spoke  to 
one  or  two  men  abont  it.  I  remember  having  spoken  to  Mr.  Dodds  abont  it,  and  I 
think  I  spoke  to  Judge  Mayes  about  it. 

Q.  To  anybody  else  f— A.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  discuss  it  with  anybody  in  Jackson  f— A.  Judge  Cooper  spoke  about  it 
with  me  in  Jackson,  and  I  think  I  talked  with  General  George  the  night  he  left  for 
Washington. 

Q.  Did  he  not  advise  it  t — A .  I  do  not  know  that  he  did.  I  think  I  suggested  to  him 
that  I  would  be  glad  if  something  of  the  sort  would  be  done. 

Q.  Did  yon  conclude  not  to  do  it  for  the  reason  that  it  was  likely  that  the  same  ele- 
ment which  took  possession  of  this  other  meeting  would  take  possession  of  any  other 
one  that  yon  called  t — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  was  qnite  busy  at  that  time  and  it  takes  consid- 
erable effort  to  get  a  meeting  of  citizens  in  Copiah  County,  and  there  is  hardly  any 
man  who  will  undertake  of  his  own  accord  to  work  up  a  meeting  of  a  large  number 
of  eitisens  there.  After  these  resolutions  were  passed,  which  I  considered  very  un- 
just towards  the  Matthews  family,  and  unjust  towards  ourselves,  I  thought  if  theie 
was  a  mass  meeting  (because  the  other  was  not  a  mass  meeting),  and  they  would 
pass  resolutions  regretting  the  cironmstanoes  that  had  arisen  and  would  say  that 
those  resolutions  were  not  the  sentiment  of  the  people  it  would  be  a  good  thing  and 
I  think  so  yet.  Bat  I  failed  in  my  pur^se,  not  really  in  my  purpose,  but  I  did  not 
earry  ont  what  I  thought  of,  from  the  simple  faet  that  it  was  a  greater  undertaking 
than  I  had  time  to  attend  to. 

Q.  There  was  do  difficulty  in  getting  np  the  other  meeting?— A.  No,  sir;  it  was 
the  day  miUr  the  election.  The  killing  of  Print  Matthews  was  a  very  extraeiiiiuary 
thing  m  our  connty,  and  there  were  quite  a  number  of  men  who  came  in  there,  and 
there  were  a  number  of  excited  men  there,  such  aa  is  incident  to  any  otlrar  couuty 
where  there  has  been  trouble. 

Q.  How  many  cases  had  yon  on  the  docket  of  the  circuit  court  at  the  last  session  f  •-*- 
A  I  never  have  oounted  my  oases. 

Q.  Had  yon  more  than  eight? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  good  many  more  than  eight; 
I  most  have  bad  twenty  cases.  But  I  am  surprised  that  a  committee  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  should  be  going  into  the  investigation  of  that  matter. 

Q.  But  the  minority  has  gone  into  an  investigation  of  Mr.  Burnet's  cases? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  but  I  never  have  published  at  large  what  kind  of  a  practice  I  had  in  Copiah 
Connty. 

Q.  Yon  will  allow  me  to  be  a  judge  of  the  propriety  of  pntting  my  question.  I  wieAi 
to  ask  yon  how  many  yon  have  been  employed  in  ? — A.  Twenty  or  thirty,  I  think.  I 
am  a  young  attorney,  and  have  only  been  there  in  practice  a  few  years.  Mr.  Burnet 
has  been  practicing  law  much  longer  than  I  have.  I  believe  I  was  at  Hariehurst  a 
jear  before  Mr.  Burnet  came  there,  though  I  am  not  certain  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbubt  : 

Q.  Yon  wonld  not  like  to  measure  your  standing  at  the  bar  by  the  standing  of  Mr. 
Bnmet,  woold  yon?— A.  No,  air;  I  wonld  not. 

Q.  What  is  his  standing  at  the  bar,  as  they  choose  to  refer  to  Mr.  Burnet  as  a  law** 
Ter?— A.  I  am  not  in  the  nabit  of  discussing  the  standing  of  my  brother  attomeysi 
hot  it  is  Tery  onenviable  in  Copiah  Connty  and  also  in  Hinds  County. 

By  the  Chaibmaw  : 

Q.  He  is  the  only  Republican  lawver  at  Hazleburst,  exoept  Judge  Millsaps,  who 
voted  the  Demoeratic  ticket  at  the  last  election  ?•— A.  Mr.  Bnmet  never  thought  of 
being  a  Bepablican  until  he  went  toWashington  City.  I  will  tell  you  what  I  heard 
him  say— ^ 

Q.  I  insltl  on  your  answering  the  question.    I  ask  yon  whether,  in  yonr  judgment^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LXXVin     ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN   MISSISSIPPI. 

he  is  the  only  antl-Demooratic  lawyer  in  yoar  coanty  except  Jndge  MilUape  f — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  at  Hazleharst  f — A.  There  is  a  yooDg  man  named  Mayes  there  that  I  nev^ 
considered  mnch  of  a  Democrat. 

Q.  But  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election? — A.  I  donbt  it.  Now, 
i^referetice  to  Mr.  Baruet's  Republicanism 

Q.  Did  not  this  Mr.  Mayes  introduce  the  public  roeakers  at  the  Democratic  meet- 
ings at  the  last  campaign? — A.  None  that  I  remember  of.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  ffo  into  Mr.  Mayes's  character.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Print  Matthews, 
and  had  a  habit  of  voting  for  him.  I  am  sorry  I  mentioned  his  name.  In  reference 
to  Mr.  Burnet's  Republicanism  I  was  going  to  say  that  when  he  was  nominated  two 
Tears  ago  for  tbe  State  senate,  going  on  to  express  his  views  of  politics,  he  announced 
himHell  a  National  Greenbacker,  but  I  suppose  they  are  not  in  power  in  Washington 
and  have  no  gifts  to  confer,  and  that  accounts,  I  suppose,  for  his  being  a  Repubbcan 
in  Washington  and  a  Greenbacker  in  Copiah  County. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  Does  he  call  himself  a  Republican  there  f — A.  No,  sir ;  and  he  would  hardly 
have  submitted  to  have  been  called  a  Republican  there  either. 
Q.  Then  he  is  not  the  only  Republican  lawyer  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  You  have  referred  to  a  Mr.  Mayes  and  stated  that  you  did  not  consider  htm  much 
of  a  Democrat.  Did  he  or  not  address  the  Democratic  club  during  the  last  political 
campaign  in  your  county  f~ A.  Yes,  sir;  but  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  vote  the 
Radical  ticket  from  top  to  bottom. 

Q.  But  he  did  address  the  club f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  remember  he  did. 

Q.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  club  f— A.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  think  probably  he  was. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Maves  call  it  the  Radical  ticket? — A.  That  is  my  impression. 

Q.  He  meant  the  anti-Democratic  ticket  that  was  running  in  the  county  at  that 
time  f~A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  called  it  i&  Independent  ticket  or 
not,  but  he  told  me  positively  that  he  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  any  Democrats  on  tbe 
ticket ;  but  he  talked  a  dozen  ways  abont  it.  At  any  rate  I  know  that  Mr.  Burnet's 
character  at  the  bar  was  never  determined  by  his  politics ;  I  know  that,  and  I  know 
to-day  there  are  Republican  lawyers  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  who  stand  just  as 
fairly  as  any  lawyers  do ;  I  know  one  at  least  who  stands  Just  as  fiurly  as  anybody ; 
and  I  know  the  cnancellor  of  our  district  was  one  of  the  most  pronounced  Republicans 
I  have  ever  known,  and  he  has  been  appointed  for  two  successive  terms  and  has  been 
reappointed  and  served  as  chancellor,  and  no  man  in  Mississippi  is  respected  more 
than  he  is. 

Q.  Then  you  think  there  are  two  decent  Republican  lawyers  in  the  State  of  Missia- 
sippif — A.  les,  sir;  two  gentlemen  I  consider  first-rate  men,  and  there  is  another  one 
here  in  this  buildine,  Mr.  Lee;  I  have  the  highest  respect  for  him.  But  I  have  no  re- 
spect for  the  men  wno  are  Republicans  in  one  county  and  Greenbackers  in  another 
and  Democrats  in  another. 

The  subcommittee  then  acUoumed  until  Wednesday  morning,  February  27, 1684. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Wedneada^  February  27, 1884. 
The  subcommittee  met  pursuant  to  a4joumment.    Present,  Messrs.  Hoar  (chair^ 
man),  Cameron,  Frye,  Sanlsbury,  and  Jonas. 

The  examinatiuu  of  witnesses  was  resumed,  as  follows : 

J.  S.  Sexton  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  £.  F.  Bufkin  say  anything  abont  running  any- 
body out  of  tbe  county  f  If  so,  state  it. — ^Answer.  I  beard  Mr.  Bufkin  say  a  few  days 
after  the  election,  at  the  time  that  he  spoke  of  in  bis  testimony  here,  when  this  board 
of  supervisors  was  in  session  in  Hazlehurst,  at  the  comer  of  Mr.  Subat's  store,  in  the 
preseuce  of  several  gentlemen,  that  be  and  this  man  Joe  Bondurant,  on  the  night  after 
the  election,  were  at  his  house,  and  he  said  he  proposed  to  Bondurant  that  they  should 
go  down  and  have  some  fun  out  of  Ormon,  who  was  a  Republican.  He  said  that  Mr. 
Bondurant  first  decline<l  to  go,  but  he  said  he  had  some  whisky  there,  and  he  gave 
them  two  or  three  drinks  of  whiaky,  and  after  awhile  they  went  down  to  Ormon's 
house  and  called  at  tbe  gate,  and  he  said  as  soon  as  they  called,  Ormon  declined  to 
come  out,  and  I  think  he  said  he  ran  out  the  back  way,  and  he  said  they  shot  at  him 
a  time  or  two  to  scare  him,  not  to  hurt  him,  and  the  next  day  Ormon  came  to  his  house 
and  said  there  had  been  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  down  there  shooting  and  shot  his 
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liooM  all  to  pieces.  He  said  Ormon  had  left  the  country  and  lie  bad  never  seen  him 
•ioee,  bat  be  had  seen  a  letter  from  him,  which  was  written  from  Pelehatcbee,  in 
Rankin  Connty. 

Q.  IsBufkin  a  Republican  T — A.  Tea,  sir;  and  so  is  Ormou.  Mr.  Bnfkin,  the  other 
dty,  said  they  shot  off  their  pistols  from  the  gallery  and  aronnd  and  abont  his  own 
hoofle.  Bat  he  stated  to  me  in  conyersation  that  he  went  to  Ormon's  honse  and  told 
me  what  I  have  stated. 

Q.  Was  this  man  who  went  with  Bafkin  and  Bondurant  a  Republican  also  f — ^A. 
Tet,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  three  were  Republicans — Bufkin  and  the  other  two  men  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
or  anti-Democratic  ;  I  think  they  were  all  straight  Republicans. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Bafkin  intend  to  convey  the  impression  that  it  was  because  this  man 
was  scared  at  his  shooting  that  he  ran  off? — A.  That  was  my  understanding,  and  that 
is  what  he  intended  to  convey  ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Camerox  : 

Q.  It  might  be  well  enough  to  tell  what  he  said,  and  leave  it  to  others  to  Judge  of 
the  intention  f — A.  I  have  stated  fully  what  he  said. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury: 

Q.  You  heard  Mr.  Bufkio's  testimony  here  the  other  day  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  statement  he  made  previonslyf — A.  No,  sir; 
he  testified  here  the  other  day  that  on  that  night  he  shot  off  a  couple  of  rounds  from 
his  pistol  in  his  gallery,  and  the  statement  that  he  made  to  me  was  that  they  went 
down  to  Ormon'a  Jionse  and  shot  them  off;  that  is  just  the  difference. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  anything  about  David  Bell,  a  negro  witness  who  has  testified  here, 
and  of  his  coming  to  yon  and  trjring  to  get  a  chance  to  summon  the  witnesses  T — ^A. 
Bell  came  to  my  ofiice  one  day  week  before  last.  I  suppose  he  had  leanied  that  I  had 
been  selected,  or  was  expectmg  to  come  down  here;  he  came  and  sat  in  my  office  a 
few  minutes  and  asked  me  if  I  expected  to  take  any  part  in  this  investigation.  I  told 
him  probably  I  woald.  He  then  asked  me  if  he  could  do  me  any  good  as  a  witness. 
That  was  the  first  proposition  he  put.  He  wanted  to  be  summoned  as  a  witness.  I 
told  him  I  did  not  know,  and  asked  him  what  he  knew.  He  detailed  some  little 
■atten  about  Mr.  Matthews  being  a  violent  man  and  that  he  had  written  to  Mr. 
Matthews  that  bis  extreme  course  in  politics  was  driving  men  off  from  the  party.  I 
aald  I  did  not  want  him  as  a  witness.  Then  he  wanted  me  to  have  him  appointed 
marshal  of  this  committee  to  summon  witnesses  up  there,  and  said  if  I  would  do  it  he 
woald  consult  with  the  darkies  who  would  be  summoned  down  here.  He  said  the 
niggeTB  thought  this  was  a  big  thing,  but  there  was  no  use  of  their  going  crazy  about 
it,  and  1  e  would  tell  them  that  they  had  to  leave  there  or  testify  favorably  to  our 
fide,  if  he  was  appointed.  I  thought  he  was  after  a  bribe,  and  I  told  him  I  would 
hsTe  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  has  a  job  now  in  the  legislature  as  a  porter,  I  believe. 
He  is  always  hunting  little  jobs  about. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  an.\  thing  about  why  armed  men  went  to  Spencer's  mill  or  to 
Brown's  store  or  both  places  T  If  so,  state. — A.  On  the  day  of  the  election  a  young 
man  named  Bill  Higdon  come  in  fVom  Spencer's  mill  very  much  excited  and  said  that 
Ed.  Matthews,  who  testified  the  other  day,  had  five  double-barreled  shot-guns  in  his 
boose  a  few  yards  from  the  polling  precinct,  and  I  think  he  said  a  man  named 
Miocber  had  raised  a  difficulty  with  some  of  our  friends  on  election  day,  and  there 
was  enough  of  them,  and  it  was  snffioienHy  dangerous  to  create  considerable  trouble 
there  and  they  came  to  town  for  assistance,  and  Mr.  Joe  Bally,  Pooler  Britton,  and 
•everal  others  got  horses  and  went  out  there  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  our  friends 
in  the  event  there  was  a  general  conflict  there,  which  they  thought  was  very  immi- 
nent at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  they  or  not  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  disturbance,  or  was  it  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  a  disturbance  by  the  protection  which  they  proposed  to  af- 
ford to  Democrats  f — A.  They  had  no  idea  of  making  a  disturbauoe,  I  think.  I  know 
^ey  were  appealed  to  to  go  there,  because  disturbance  was  threatened  upon  the  other 
side;  and  at  Brown*s  store  a  young  man  came  in  from  there  late  in  the  evening;  he 
vas  sent  to  me  to  get  me  to  go  out  there,  and  he  stated  there  was  a  large  number  of 
negroes  out  there  and  there  wer'^  but  a  few  white  men  there,  and  the  negroes  were  all 
fltaoding  around  there,  and  some  of  them  hail  guns,  and  he  said  the  white  people  there 
wers  afraid,  very  uneasy,  and  wanted  some  help.  I  could  not  find  any  horse  at  all  at 
the  livery  stable,  and  I  telegraphed  to  Bir.  Wilkinson,  at  Crystal  Springs,  that  there 
was  serious  trouble,  and  to  send  some  help  down  there. 

Q.  What  was  your  object  in  doing  that? — A.  It  was  to  get  assistance  in  the  event 
of  the  negroes  undertaking  to  raise  a  row  there,  but  it  was  not  to  start  up  a  riot  or 
anjthing  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Or  to  intimidate  or  to  prevent  the  negroes  irom  voting  f — A.  No,  sir.  They  had 
•ent  down  when  I  telegrapned  to  town.    The  votes  had  not  been  counted.    The 
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negroes  vere  staudiug  aronnd  there,  and  they  were  led  by  a  nesro  named  Lewis 
Brown.  Yon  talk  about  these  lamb-like  negroes;  I  know  that  that  negro,  Lewis 
Brown,  is  as  brave  as  Caesar.    They  expected  a  serious  conflict  there. 

Q.  Do  yno  know  the  reasons  that  were  assigned  for  the  passing  of  the  resolutions 
which  bad  been  referred  to  here  f — ^A.  To  some  extent,  I  do.  I  have  heard  some  gen- 
tlemt^n  wbo  were  present,  and  who  took  part  in  the  resolutions,  talk  about  the  reason 
they  were  passed,  and  they  assigned  this  as  a  reason  :  it  was  just  a  common  rumor, 
as  current  as  anything  could  be,  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  made  those  threats  and 
talked  about  his  will,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  and  he  was  attended  by  a.body  of 
men  who  were  desperate,  known  to  be  men  of  courage,  and  the  people  there  were 
uneasy,  and  they  were  afraid  there  was  going  to  be  further  violence,  and  a  part  of 
the  men  who  voted  for  those  resolutions,  I  am  satisfied  from  what  they  say,  voted  for 
them  as  a  quietus,  to  stop  their  troubling  them  further.  I  have  heard  men  say  if 
those  resolutions  had  not  been  passed  there  would  have  been  a  dozen  good  men  killed 
there ;  that  while  the  resolutions  were  bad  in  themselves,  they  had  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting further  bloodshed.    I  heard  that  reason  assigned  for  it. 

Q.  If  there  is  any  other  statement  you  wish  to  make  you  can  do  so. — ^A.  There  Lb 
notjiing  else. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  Wliat  reasons  were  assigned  at  the  meeting  for  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  f— 
A.  The  resolutions  speak  for  themselves. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  you  that :  I  asked  you  what  reasons  were  assigned  at  the  meeting 
for  the  passage  of  those  resolutions  f — ^A.  Do  yon  think  you  can  make  me  testily  to  a 
state  of^facts,  whether  I  know  it  or  notf 

Q.  I  ask  you  to  state  if  vou  know. — ^A.  I  heard  no  reasons  assigned.  There  is  a 
preamble  there  which  speaks  for  itself. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  you  about  the  preamble. — A.  Well,  I  wish  to  make  that  answer. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  reason  assigned  in  the  meeting  for  the  passage  of  the  leeola- 
tions  f — ^A.  I  think  I  did.  I  probably  heard  men  speaking  of  those  resolutions,  bat 
the  reasons  were  set  forth  in  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions. 

Q.  You  are  a  lawyer,  and  I  ask  yon  to  state. — A.  I  do  not  remember  hearing  any 
man  in  a  speech  state  why  the  resolntions  must  be  passed,  but  I  think  that  was  the 
general  impression  of  the  crowd,  that  there  was  danger  of  further  serious  trouble. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  your  impression  of  the  crowd ;  I  ask  you  to  state  what  reasons,  if 
any,  you  heard  assigned  in  the  meeting  for  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  f— A.  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  heard  any  assigned  from  the  bench,  or  firom  any  public  speaker 
in  the  crowd. 

Q.  Or  nny  where  f — A.  I  cannot  recollect  that  I  heard  any  reason  assigned  whatever 
fh>m  anybody,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  was  the  general  impression. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  what  you  were  satisfied  of. — ^A.  I  shall  not  stop  when  yon  get 
ready.    I  shall  answer  in  the  way  I  please. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  again  the  reasons  you  heard,  if  any,  assigned  at  the  meeting  for 
the  passage  of  the  resolutions  T — A.  I  refer  you  to  my  previous  answer. 

Q.  What  was  that  ? — ^A.  You  can  have  it  read. 

(The  stenographer  read  the  answer  referred  to.) 

The  Witness.  That  is  Just  my  memory  of  it. 

Q.  Who  informed  you,  after  the  passage  of  the  resolntions,  what  his  or  their  rea- 
so*  s  were  for  voting  for  them  f — A.  I  have %eard  several  men  talk  of  it ;  among  others 
I  heard  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Dodds  say  that  they  were  satisfied  the  effect  of  those  reso- 
lutions was  to  keep  down  trouble  there.    I  remember  those  two  men. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Miller  or  not  elected  district  attorney  on  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the 
last  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir,  he  was. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Dodds,  who  has  been  a  witness  before  the  committee,  was  the  other 
one  f->A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  the  only  twof— A.  No,  sir;  I  have  heard  others  talk  about  it,  but  I 
cannot  recall  their  names.  I  reckon  you  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  a  man  cannot  call 
to  memory  every  conversation  and  name  of  the  men  that  took  part  in  that  conversa- 
tion so  long  afterwards. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  was  it  when  Mr.  Dodds  assigoed 
to  you  his  reasons  for  voting  for  them  f— A.  Mr.  Dodds  and  I  discussed  those  resolu- 
tions immediately  after  their  passage.  We  talked  about  it  first  and  last  twenty  times, 
and  Mr.  Miller  and  I  talked  about  it  often,  and  Mr.  Conn  and  I.  I  think  we  have 
talked  about  this  matter  frequently,  and  I  have  t^ilked  to  a  number  of  oitiKens  there 
about  it,  among  others  to  Judge  Mayes,  and  Judge  Peyton,  though  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  they  made  the  same  statement  that  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  IkiNdds  made  in  refer- 
ence  to  them.    But  we  talked  about  them  very  often  there. 

Q.  Yon  stated  that  some  of  the  persons  with  whom  you  had  talked  thought,  sl> 
though  the  resolntions  were  wrong  in  themselves,  if  I  understood  yon  oorrecuy,  stUl 
the  effect  of  them  was  to  prevent  further  bloodshed  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  Mr.  Dodds  state  that  to  yoo,  or  anything  to  that  effect  f— A.  I  do  not  re- 
member that  Mr.  Dodds  did. 

Q.  Who  did?— A.  I  think  I  heard  Mr.  Miller  say  so ;  I  know  I  heard  him  say  so ; 
probably  I  have  heard  others  say  so. 

Q.  Have  yon  heard  any  others  state  that  f — A.  I  cannot  recall  any  other  names 
jast  DOW,  though  I  am  batisfied  1  have  heard  other  gentlemen  express  the  same  opin- 
ion. 

Q.  Who  directed  these  armed  men  to  go  to  Spencer's  Millf — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that 
any  one  direcred  them  to.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  gentlemen  there  who  were 
ready  to  go  if  they  could  have  gotten  horses.  I  know  it  was  very  troublesome  to  get 
horsBs  there  to  go,  and  I  know  that  I  saw  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Britton,  among  others, 
^ing  out.  I  have  no  idea  that  they  were  directed.  I  think  when  the  appeal  came 
m  they  volnnteered  their  services. 

Q.  Who  requested  or  directed  the  armed  men  to  go  to  Brown's  store  f  — A.  I  never 
saw  any  armecl  men  go  to  Brown's  store.  I  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Wilkinson  at  Crystal 
Spriugs  rhat  there  was  daDscr  of  serious  conflict  at  Brown's  store  and  to  send  help  if 
he  coald.  I  do  not  know  wnether  any  hel  i>  went  or  not.  I  have  heard  that  some  men 
started,  and  afterwards  heard  that  there  was  no  trouble  there  and  then  turned  back. 
I  do  Dot  know  that  of  my  own  kuowledge. 

J.  8.  Sbxtox  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Saulsburt  : 

QneetioD.  Yoa  said  that  you  took  an  active  part  in  the  last  canvass,  I  believe  f~ 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  1  took  au  active  part  in  it. 

Q.  Ton  were  generally  acquainted  with  tne  purposes  and  designs  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  that  coauty,  were  yoa  f— A.  As  much  so,  I  suppose,  as  any  man  in  the 

COQQty. 

Q.  Did  you  avor  know  of  or  hear  of  any  rumor,  purpose,  or  intention  on  the  part  of 
Erastos  Wheeler  or  of  any  person  else  to  commit  violence  or  take  the  life  ot  J.  P. 
Matthews  t— A.  Not  one  line  or  syllable. 

Q.  Do  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  people,  mingling  with  them,  believe  there 
wsif  any  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  Wheeler  with  any  person  else  in  the  county  for 
the  pnrpoae  of  taking  his  lifef — A.  I  have  no  idea  that  there  was,  and  I  have  so  ex- 
preaaed  myself  a  hundred  times  in  reference  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Cambbok  : 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  yon  have  heard  how  the  gun  with  which  Wheeler  killed  Mr. 
Matthews  was  brought  into  the  room  where  the  killins^  occurred  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  have 
heard  cue  or  two  reports  about  gnus.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Morristm  had  a  gnu  after  the 
bUiBg,  and  I  have  iieard  some  talk  guns  there,  but  I  never  have  known,  and  never 
beard  any  one  say,  how  that  gun  was  brought  there  or  when  it  wan  brought  there. 
I  do  not  know  aoything  about  that.    I  was  at  work  in  my  office  on  this  Cook  case— 

Q.  Of  coarse  I  did  not  suppose  yon  knew  how  it  was  brought  there.— ^  A.  I  was  go- 
ins  to  make  an  explanation.     I  was  working  in  my  office  on  the  Cook  case 

The  Chairman.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  make  that  explanation,  unless  it  is 
•omething  that  is  necessary. 

The  WmrBSS.  It  is  not  neoessarv,  perhaps.  I  Just  wanted  to  add  that  I  was  per- 
fectly astonished  when  I  heard  of  tt.    I  never  dreamed  of  Mr.  Matthews  being  killed. 

Tmufomr  of  georoe  j.  mortimer  relaung  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in 

COPIAH    COUNTY. 

Okoroe  J.  MoRTiXKR  swom  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Qoestioo.  Where  do  you  live  f— Answer.  At  Crystal  Springs,  Copiah  County,  Mis 
•iKippi. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  T— A.  About  twenty-five  years. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics  T— A.  I  am  a  Republican. 

Q.  Have  yoa  been  a  Republican  for  several  years  f^A.  I  have  been  a  Republican 
ftlways  aince  the  party  was  organized  in  the  State. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  canvassed  Copiah  County? — A.  Tes,  sir;  I  have. 

Q.  Freanentlyf— A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  interest  of  the  Republican  party  f  — A.  I  canvassed  the  county  for  the  con- 
■titational  convention  of  1869,  and  repeatedly  since.  If  you  will  allow  me  the  privi- 
lege I  will  state  that  yesterday,  supposing  that  I  would  come  before  you  to-day,  I  sat 
down  for  a  half  an  hour  and  jotted  off  about  what  I  wish  to  say,  and  1  can  read  it 
now,  and  I  will  submit  it  to  the  committee  as  my  statement  under  oath.  It  is  not 
Tsry  long;  I  can  read  it  in  five  minutes. 
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Q.  Yoa  Bobmit  that  as  vonr  evidence,  thenf—A.  Yes,  sir. 
The  witness  read  as  follows : 

SBNATE  IKVR8TI6ATION, 

New  Orleans,  Februarjf  25, 1884. 
Georob  J.  Mortimer: 

Have  lived  in  Copiah  County,  Mississippi,  past  twenty-five  years;  occnpation, 
farmer  and  some  in  public  life;  a  Union  man  before  the  war,  and  a  Repoblican  er^ 
since ;  been  mayor,  postmaster,  a  magistrate,  and  the  first  connty  superintendent  of 
free  schools  for  two  years;  canvassed  the  county  and  met  the  Democrats  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1869  and  1870  for  constitutional  convention;  was  not  a  candidate;  advo- 
cated election  of  one  white  man,  one  colored,  which  was  done;  canvassed  the 
county  for  U.  8.  Grant,  and  carried  it,  1,200  majoritv,  about  400  whites  voting  with 
Republicans;  have  canvassed  and  voted  for  every  National  Republican  Presidential 
election ;  may  do  so  again  ;  believe  that  Arthur,  Blaine,  Logan,  or  Grant  would  more 
than  double  any  vote  ever  cast  for  the  Indepenaent  ticket,  so  called,  at  last  election 
in  the  county, 

Public  sentiment  is  growing  more  and  more  tolerant.  I  have  declaimed  and  written 
and  spoke  publicly  and  privately,  fully  and  fearlessly;  never  was  molested  or  inter- 
rupted, except  by  a  few  rowdies  I  disregarded.  The  people  listen  and  learn  of  all  the 
issues  before  the  two  patties,  and  are  not  excited  only  on  race  issue,  black  against 
whites.  This,  of  course,  inflames  the  worbt  passions  of  both  colors;  never  approved 
of  violence ;  do  not  now.  Know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge  of  killing  or  out- 
rages at  last  local  election ;  know  some  causes  that  led  inevitablv  to  this  result 
Family  feuds,  private  wrongs  on  the  part  of  a  few,  took  advantage  of  the  excitement 
consequent  on  an  election  to  seek  revenges ;  nine-tenths  of  the  people  are  law-abid- 
ing, peaceable,  and  industrious.  Democrats  as  well  as  Republicans.  There  is  not  one 
hundred  men  in  the  county  to  defy  the  laws  or  that  would  deny  or  abridge  the  right 
to  vote  to  any  man  as  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  gnaranteed. 

A  few  irresponsible  men  have  done  all  the  wrong  that  has  been  done.  Killings 
occnr  elsewhere,  all  over  the  United  States,  at  elections,  in  cities  and  in  the  eountry. 

Copiah  County  remained  quiet ;  no  riots  or  bloodshed  at  elections,  while  several 
counties  neighboring  have  had  these  troubles.  The  conservative  element  of  both 
sides  here  kept  the  peace  and  obeyed  the  laws ;  held  fair  elections.  Ben.  King,  two 
vears  ago  Inaependent  candidate  for  governor,  a  native,  and  personally  a  very  popu- 
lar man,  honest  and  able  lawyer,  only  carried  the  county  by  a  small  (12)  minority. 
McNeil,  Independent,  ran  ahead  of  J.  P.  Matthews  some  hundred  votes.  The  oppo- 
sition fh>m  both  sides  was  against  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews.  Personally,  Mr.  J.  P.  Mat- 
thews was  kind  to  his  family  and  clever  to  connections.  In  politics  everybody  knows, 
and  his  own  friends  and  relatives  testify,  was  a  **  violent  man,  abusive  in  his  Ian- 

faage,  intolerant  in  speech,  and  rash  in  his  conduct.''  Personally,  we  were  friendly, 
have  voted  for  him  three  terms  as  sfaeritt';  have  told  him  his  course  was  detrimental 
to  the  public  interest  and  the  Republican  party.  His  speculations  in  the  connty 
finances  had  brought  us  all  into  disrepute  and  the  county  in  debt;  asked  him  to  desist 
Some  of  his  relatives,  all  the  white  Republicans,  and  many  of  the  blacks  withheld 
their  support  from  him  for  these  reasons. 

The  opposition  in  our  county  is  not  to  Republicans  or  Republicanism,  but  to  bis 
modes  and  methods.  The  constant  fklling  on  in  his  vote  proves  this.  Ho  and  bis 
brothers  (except  Leon)  are  considered  unscrupulous — making  money  rather  than  party 
or  principle  their  aim.  The  feeling  was  very  bitter  a|§:aiust  Matthews's  leadership,  as 
he  sought  to  control,  and  did  larg^y,  the  county  affairs,  board  supervisors,  treasurer, 
and  other  officials.  I  never  heard  or  knew  of  anybody  threatening  his  life.  I  do  not 
believe  he  thought  he  would  be  killed,  or  anybody  else,  nor  do  I  believe  the  Demo- 
cratic party  are  at  all  responsible  for  his  killing. 

The  Democrats  made  their  nominations  in  convention,  and  so  did  the  Independents. 
I  saw  no  Republicanism  in  either ;  nothing  but  a  revival  of  the  old  hates  by  the  In- 
dependents. I  tried  to  reason  with  them  that  they  could  not  succeed,  and  if  they  did 
they  were  powerless  for  good;  that  in  arraying  the  negroes  under  the  Matthews tbej 
drove  off  all  the  whites.  And  most  of  the  whites  withdrew  from  them  and  voted  for 
the  Conservative  Democrats,  and  clubs  of  negroes  did  the  same. 

An  average  vote  was  polled,  about  3,800.  The  Independents  were  beaten  over 
2,000.  The  Republican  party  in  the  county  never  was  or  will  be  beaten  so  largely. 
I  vote  at  Crystal  Springs.  The  election  there  was  perfectly  quiet  and  fair ;  no  man 
hindered  from  voting  as  he  pleased.  Many  negroes  voted  Conservative  Democratic 
tickets.  For  twenty  years  there  has  always  been  some  Democrats  among  the  negroes. 
I  know  them  well  all  over  the  county ;  I  can  give  names. 

All  the  trouble  in  Copiah  County  has  been  largely  exaggerated.  Nobody  woold 
have  hurt  Mr.  Burnett.  As  reported  in  the  National  Republican,  Washington,  over 
twenty  statements  are  not  true  in  fact.  He  is  excitable,  impulsive,  and  an  unsafe 
connselor;  thought  to  be  a  clever  man  of  a  good  family.  I  am  not  here  as  the  wit- 
ness of  any  party,  but  summoned  by  the  committee,  not  knowing  from  which  side. 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN   MISSISSIPPI.     LXXXIII 

I  ref^ard  the  fall  import  of  my  oatb,  to  **  tell  the  tnith,  the  whole  trnth,  and  noth- 
ing bat  the  troth ; ''  am  ready  to  comply  as  far  as  in  me  is.  I  would  like  to  state  I 
talked  to  hnndreds  of  the  negroes,  as  well  as  the  whites ;  was,  just  previous  to  the 
election,  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  and  the  universal  sentiment  was  Hargraves, 
the  present  sheriff,  had  made  an  excellent  sheriff;  had  made  an  efficient,  satisfactory 
oiBeer  to  all ;  thAt  Ed.  Brown,  the  clerk,  was  kind  and  considerate,  and  proved  to  be 
the  most  popular  man  on  the  ticket;  that  their  oppc»nent«,  while  clever  men,  were 
inexperienced  and  untried ;  and  that  a  man  can  be  in  Mississippi  a  Republican  and  be 
respected,  though  all  men  are  taken  on  trial,  so  to  speak ;  and  while  some  intimida- 
tion and  outrage  may  be  inferred  or  proven,  yet  not  enough  to  change  materially  the 
results  of  the  late  election ;  and  that  I  have  and  will  continue  to  condemn  ail  vio- 
lence in  both  parties,  as  solving  no  questions  in  dispute,  but  as  demanding  swifb  jus- 
tice at  the  hands  of  the  courts.  Any  party  to  succeed  must  deserve  the  confidence 
of  the  country,  and  this  the  Independent  party,  so  called,  in  Mississippi  and  Copiah 
Coiioty  had  utterly  failed  to  inspire  the  people  with. 

I  wrote  that  hnrriedl^  in  mj  room  ana  I  want  to  swear  to  that  as  true  and  which 
I  can  stand  by.  That  is  the  impression  made  on  my  mind.  I  may  be  incorrect.  I 
do  not  say  my  deductions  are  all  correct. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  You  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  voted  with 
the  Conservative  Democrats.  It  was  a  local  election,  with  no  politics  that  I  could 
eee  in  it  at  all.  It  was  a  question  whether  they  should  have  the  affairs  of  the  county 
eeoDomically  administered,  and  who  were  the  best  men  to  do  it. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  Print  Matthews  was  killed  on  election  morning  f — ^A.  Do  I 
believe  itf  I  have  heard  evidence  which  makes  me  believe  it;  yes,  sir.  I  will  tell 
jon  what  I  think.  I  regret  the  killing,  and  I  safd  it,  too.  on  the  streets  of  Crystal 
eprioga,  and  I  can  name  the  men  I  said  it  to.  I  have  said  that,  and  I  will  stand  by 
it.    I  do  not  believe  in  any  killing. 

CIRCULAR  ISSUED  AND  CIRCULATED  BY  J.   P.   MATTHEWS  IN  1875. 

r»  ik«  wter$  of  Copiah  County  : 

On  account  of  sickness,  and  arranging  the  tax-books,  and  our  court  coming  on,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  see  all,  and  there  has  been  a  great  many  false  reports  circulated 
to  injure  me,  I  take  this  method  of  correcting  them.  In  the  first  place  there  was  a 
report  circulated  that  I  had  sent  for  all  the  colored  men  to  come  to  Hazlehurst  on  the 
11th  of  September,  armed,  the  author  of  which  could  never  be  found ;  the  intention 
of  which  was  to  prevent  the  colored  people  from  coming  to  the  speaking.  I  supposed 
to  be  a  trick  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  to  stir  up  the  people  and  an  ex- 
caie  to  buy  guns  to  try  to  intimidate  the  Republicans. 

id.  The  brave  and  heroic  Dr.  E.  A.  ^owan,  who  (he  says)  slapped  Kas  Wheeler  in 
tbe  month,  and  backed  old  Tom  Wheeler  out,  and  candidate  for  the  legislature,  and 
asys  when  he  gets  there  he  will  have  a  law  passed  to  prohibit  any  man  from  buying 
a  warrant  for  less  than  its  face  value.  How  simple  the  man.  Says  he  would  not  do 
•0€h  a  things  it  is  wrong ;  but  forgets  to  tell  that  I  waited  with  him  for  part  of  the 
tax-list  he  paid,  so  as  he  could  buy  some  more  warrants,  as  he  had  not  purchased 

re  enough ;  so  he  is  one  of  the  speculators.  This  man  has  been  going  around  over 
county  telling  willful,  malicious  lies  on  me,  some  of  which  I  will  mention,  and, 
at  tbe  same  time,  says  he  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  them,  as  he  is  represent- 
mg  tbe  people.  For  instance,  at  Brown's  Store  he  said  that  I  had  forged  J.  C.  Martin's 
name  to  tax-receipts,  and  when  informed  that  it  was  a  lie  he  stated  that  J.  A.  Lamp- 
kin,  of  Beanregaiti,  was  his  author,  and  went  further  to  say  that  J.  F.  Thompson  was 
L.'t  author.  Knowing  or  believing  that  L.  was  a  gentleman,  I  dropped  him  a  note 
to  know  the  facts.  Rowan  came  to  answer  for  L.  I  telegraphed  L.  to  answer  my 
note;  he  replied  Bowan  would  answer  it.  I  telegraphed  for  an  answer  again.  L.  dis- 
patched :  '*  I  repeated  to  Rowan  what  Frank  Thompson  said.  J.  A.  L.''  I  dispatched 
to  L. :  ** Did  Thompson  say  I  forged  tax-receipts  f  "  I  then  telegraphed  for  an  answer; 
none  came.  I  then  telegraphed  demanding  an  answer.  L.  answered :  *'Not  answer- 
ing your  demand ;  but  I  and  three  or  four  others  heard  Thompson  say  so.''  So  yon 
se*  it  is  hard  to  get  at  these  things ;  and  finally  it  rests  on  some  outcast  that  would 
<iiamce  any  gentleman  to  notice. 

This  man,  James  Franklin  Thompson,  I  will  tell  you  who  he  is.  He  is  the  man  that 
a  few  years  ago  was  thought  and  believed  by  the  community  to  be  the  assaf>sin  of 
Ja^Mr  N.  Decell.  a  ^oung  man  raised  in  the  lower  part  of  Copiah,  and  harmless  man. 
My  reason  for  believing  it  is,  Decell  told  me  not  more  than  one  hour  before  he  breathed 
bit  last  that  Thompson  was  the  man  that  killed  him,  and  I  believe  the  dying  man 
told  the  truth ;  he  also  gave  the  cause,  which  I  withhold  for  the  present.  And  even 
this  year,  Thompson  induced  his  old  aunt  to  move  to  his  place  to  live  with  him ;  and 
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as  soon  as  he  got  what  the  old  woman  had,  he  shoved  her  off  the  door-step,  draggged 
her  to  the  gate,  and  throwing  a  few  of  ner  things  over  the  fence,  drove  her  ofl^ 
claiming  that  the  most  valuahle  was  his — that  she  had  given  them  to  him.  Thns  we 
see  he  robhed  his  old  aunt.  My  author  is  old  aunt  Nancy  Minton,  his  aunt  that  was 
bruised  by  his  hands  and  brutally  robbbed.  Now,  I  denounce  the  author  of  the  forg- 
ery a  base  liar  and  a  cowardly  brute,  and  I  believe  that  Rowan  knew  it  was  a  lie, 
but  told  it  to  obey  his  master  and  try  to  injure  me. 

Then  I  have  understood  Judffe  Mayes  has  been  ventilating  me  considerably,  and 
has  talked  some  about  my  old  father.  My  broUier-in-law  ought  to  go  slow.  He 
knows  I  have  taken  him  out  of  the  gutters  in  his  sprees,  when  no  decent  man  ought 
to  have  touched  his  filthy  carcass,  and  defended  him  when  a  candidate  for  office  to 


keep  out  of  the  army,  when  the  people  charged  him  (pretty  justly)  with  stirring  up 
the  old  bank  claims  and  oppressing  them,  and  stirring  up  the  Leonard  suits  which 
unsheltered  such  men  as  old  William  Brown  and  John  Blankenship,  and  the  old  widow 


McLurg,  and  a  great  many  others.  Now,  judge,  go  slow  on  my  old  father;  you  got 
his  land.  But  you  are  at  liberty  to  ventilate  my  record  from  1840  to  date.  While  I 
have  done  many  things  like  these,  I  have  regretted  the  necessity,  but  never  the  act. 

Then  there  is  King,  the  old  war  horse  and  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  party. 

A  man  who  is  never  at  peace  or  on  friendly  terms  with  any  two  members  of  his 
family  at  the  same  time ;  a  man  whom  I  am  informed  preferred  staying  all  night  with 
John  Bennington  (a  very  clever  colored  man  I  must  say)  in  preference  to  staying  with 
his  own  color,  I  suppose  trying  to  carry  his  party  down  to  social  equality ;  he  is  the 
man  that  bought  his  gold  pen  to  sign  the  ordinance  of  secession,  ana  done  as  much  as 
any  other  man  to  tear  down  the  beet  Government  in  the  world  and  bring  on  the  war, 
and  done  as  little  to  defend  his  country  as  any  other.  He  volunteered  and  went  off 
as  first  lieutenant,  and  induced  every  poor  boy  and  man  to  go  with  him,  as  the  peo- 
ple had  confidence  in  him,  was  anxious  their  boys  should  go  with  him,  but  when  the 
regiment  was  formed  and  he  ^ot  beat  for  major,  like  a  cowardly  brute  slapped  a  poor 
soldier  in  the  mouth  with  his  swoid,  left  the  poor  boys  intrusted  to  his  care,  re- 
signed, and  come  home  and  ran  for  piettv  office  to  keep  his  corrupt  carcass  whole; 
but  the  people  that  had  intrusted  their  children  with  mm  repudiated  him,  and  then 
we  find  nim  in  the  militia,  where  he  got  the  name  of  colonel  that  he  now  disgtiaces, 
and  never  was  during  the  war  in  range  even  of  their  largest  guns,  and  new  has  a 
large  store  and  a  deed  of  trust  on  the  shelter  of  every  widow  and  orphan  of  the  Con- 
federate dead  in  his  reach,  and  buys  widows'  and  inen's  warrants  as  cheap  as  my 
father  does,  and  instead  of  paying  them  the  money  like  a  gentleman  he  gives  them 
goods  out  of  the  store  at  about  three  prices,  when  the  fact  is,  what  hurts  King  he  can't 
eet  all ;  yon  get  more  for  a  warrant  at  50  cents  in  money  than  75  cents  in  trade :  but  my 
lather  always  paid  as  much  in  cash  as  King  did  in  goods.  There  is  no  man  tnat  buys 
more  than  King  and  pays  his  customers'  tax  with  them ;  and  in  addition  to  getting 
the  par  value  he  charges  15  ner  cent.,  which  he  gets  for  every  warrant  he  buys  at  S5 
cents  $1.15.    If  he  tells  you  ne  gives  yon  the  face,  the  trade  brings  it  to  25  cents. 

King  is  also  the  man  that  run  a  doggery  in  partnership  with  Jo.  Goodman,  a  negro, 
near  Pine  Ridge,  and  sold  negro's  whisky  to  boys  for  cotton,  knowing  it  was  stolen, 
and  the  poor  negro  stands  indicted,  when  King,  the  professional  foreman  of  the  grand 
Jury,  ought  to  be ;  also  he  is  the  man  that  imported  one  of  his  nephews,  in  the  shape 
of  a  human  being,  by  the  name  of  W.  K.  Deasou,  to  Beauregard,  to  act  'as  mayor,  as 
the  honest  people  had  elected  a  man  that  would  not  call  him  master,  and  his  nephew 
was  allowed  double  fees  in  violation  of  law,  and  thus  this  leader  robbed  the  honest 
people ;  even  when  the  court  stopped  his  carpet-bag  mayor,  then  the  robber  called 
the  council  and  repealed  all  the  town  ordinances,  and  the  corporation  has  no  laws,  ex- 
cept some  minor  ordinances  to-day.  He  is  also  telling  around  that  I  willed  one  of  my 
brothers  a  sum  of  money  to  kill  him  and  the  executive  committee.  He  lies.  My  will 
is,  that  when  King  and  the  executive  committee  hire  me  murdered,  as  I  have  heard 
that  they  intended  doing,  then  in  that  case,  I  wanted  my  family  to  appropriate  all  I 
owned  to  have  their  families  to  feel  the  need  of  a  father  as  well  as  my  little  children. 

Now,  these  are  the  men  that  are  going  round  abusing  me  and  my  family,  and  tell- 
ing their  lies,  simply  because  they  can't  rob  the  county  as  it  was  when  they  had  J.  C. 
Martin  in,  that  they,  and  especially  King,  controlled. 

I  was  born  and  raised  here  in  your  mitlst,  and  I  have  tried  to  serve  you  as  sheriff 
in  the  past  so  as  to  offend  none.  I  have  never  allowed  my  politics  or  anything  else 
to  influence  me,  but  tried  to  do  my  duty  towards  every  man.  I  have  no  ill  will 
towards  any  man  on  account  of  his  views.  I  have  always  deemed  it  my  duty  to  ao 
commodate  every  man,  and  have  always  done  so  regardless  of  political  differences, 
and  I  do  not  believe  any  Democrat  can  say  he  ever  knew  my  politics  by  my  acts  in 
the  office,  or  in  any  of  my  private  or  official  acts  with  them,  and  if  I  am  elected,  gen- 
tlemen, I  pledge  you,  as  in  the  past,  I  will  serve  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  not  a 
flingle  man  shall  know  my  politics  by  my  official  acts. 

I  never  was  a  Democrat  or  a  Secessionist.    I  always  do  what  I  believe  to  be  right. 
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1^  opponent,  Mr.  Cook,  is  a  clever  man,  although  he  wears  his  red  pants,  which,  in 

Sroptnion,  means  another  war;  hut  he  done  no  fighting  in  the  last,  and  was  not, 
e  myself,  crippled. 

Now,  compare  my  record  with  his,  and  if  yon  can  conscientiously  vote  for  me  and 
I  am  eleeted,  I  stand  rcNidT  to  accommodate  all  men  of  all  parties  officially  alike,  and 
BO  man  wOl  he  more  thankful  than  your  hurohle  servant, 

J.  P.  MATTHEWS. 


THE  ELECTION  OF  1883  IN  MADISON  COUNTY.^ 

I. 

Statement  of  B.  F.  Oarrett,  chairman  Rej^hlican  executive  committee* 

[Printed  in  ib«  Kew  Orieani  Times-Democrat,  FebruAry  27, 1884.] 

FUSION  IN  MISSISSIPPI— HOW  IT  OPERATES  IN  MADISON  COUNTY— TBR  CHAIRMAN  OF 
THK  REPUBLICAN  COMMITTEE  GIVES  THE  SENATE  COMMITTEE  SOME  INFORMATION 
▲BOUT  ONE  OF  ITS  WITNESSES. 

•  Canton,  Miss.,  F^mary  22, 1884. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  lUnee-Detnoerat : 

I  deeire  to  refute  the  unjust  reflection  of  Judse  H.  R.  Ware  hefore  the  Senatorial 
inTeetiffating  committee  upon  the  Democrats  of  Madison  Connty.t  I  do  tbis  nnsolis- 
hed.  lam  a  native  of  this  county.  I  own  real  estate,  and  have  for  several  years 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city  and  county.  I  bave  been  an  active  partici- 
pant in  the  politica  of  the  county  since  1875.  I  have  alwaysworked  unceasingly  for 
the  Republican  party.  I  am  now,  and  have  been  for  five  consecutive  years,  chairman 
of  the  Republican  executive  committee  of  this  county.  On  tbe  4th  of  June,  1883,  the 
Repnbliean  executive  committee  and  the  Democratic  executive  committee  agreed  to 
divide  the  offices  equally  between  the  two  parties,  and  thus  was  brought^about  what 
is  known  as  the  **  fusion  movement.''  By  tne  above  agreement  neither  party  lost  its 
identity.  Both  parties  were  recognized  and  represented.  There  was  do  need  of  any 
other  ticket,  ana  would  not  have  been  had  it  not  been  for  a  few  malcontents,  greedy 
and  ''8|K>iling  "  for  office.  The  Indenendents,  b;^  the  aid  of  Republicans,  carried  tbe 
coQoty  in  18B1.  We  affiliated  with  tnem,  believing  such  a  course  would  bring  to  us 
that  political  peace  which  we  desired.  Many  months  had  not  elapsed  before  they 
showed  the  '*  cloven  foot.'' 

The  James  Hill  Congressional  campaign  found  them  sadly  wanting.  Instead  of 
•ympathv^  if  not  support,  we  had  their  opposition.  To  some  of  them  ''Mr.  Hill's  hair 
was  too  Kinky  ";  to  others,  "this  was  a  white  man's  country."  For  this  reason,  and 
another  more  important,  namely,  the  reviving  of  race  troubles,  the  Republicans 
tiioaght  it  best  to  adopt  a  plan  with  more  hopeful  results.  We  have  accomplished 
the  Quired  results. 

Judge  Ware  says  :  "In  Madison  County  the  Independents  formally  withdrew  their 
ticket  on  account  of  open  threats  that  were  made  to  kill  the  leaders  of  the  party  if 
tbey  insisted  on  continuing  their  ticket  in  the  field."  This  does  the  Democrats  of 
Madison  County  a  great  injustice.  If  the  judse  had  said  that  several  colored  Fusion- 
ista  were  bulldozed  by  his  allies  here  he  would  have  more  correctly  stated  the  case. 
Judge  Ware  was  a  candidate  for  district  attorney  in  this  judicial  district.  He  was, 
indeed,  an  independent  candidate,  not  beins  nominated  by  any  party.  The  Repnb- 
licans  of  this  county  had,  in  the  division  of  the  offices,  agreed  to  support  the  Demo- 
eratic  nominee.  Judge  Ware  endeavored  to  get  us  to  break  our  promise  and  support 
him.  We  emphatioafly  declined.  He  then  began  to  canvass  in  a  secret  way  our 
strong  Fusion  districts,  and  raised  the  race  issue  in  its  fullest  sense.  The  Independ- 
eota  had  no  issue  to  present  to  the  people  and  had  to  manufacture  campaifcn  thunder 
to  arouse  the  passions  and  prejudice  of  the  blacks.  The  Democrats  submitted  to  all, 
desiring  a  peacefol  election,  until  a  circular  (whose  author  is  Judge  Ware)  was  dis- 
trihnted  in  this  county.  The  circular  was  so  incendiary  that  the  chairman  of  the  In- 
dependent committee  denounced  it,  saying  it  would  incite  race  troubles.  Were  it  not 
lor  its  length  I  would  give  it  in  full.  However,  extracts  will  convince  the  unpreju- 
diced of  its  vileness: 

"What  appened  in  1875  to  put  the  Republicans  out  of  power,  and  why  is  it  that  the 
Republicans  for  eight  years  have  had  no  ticket  in  the  field  f    You  all  know  the  reason 

*  For  dJscQMion  oonoendng  admiMioii  of  thMe  papers  see  psge  —  of  tbe  extracts  tcom  the  JoumsL 
f  See  page  ISS  of  the  teethnoay. 
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why.  The  shotgun  policy.  The  Tazoo  plan  did  the  work,  and  has  kept  BepablicaoB 
from  the  polls  ever  since.  Who  has  done  this  f  You  all  know  it  is  the  Democratic 
party. 

'*  Mr.  Miller  is  also  a  candidate  for  district  attorney.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  tried 
to  get  a  law  made  for  a  whipping-post  for  yourselves,  wives,  and  daughters. 

*' The  Democrats  tell  you  that  Fusion  is  for  peace  and  harmony.  What  does  this 
mean  f  It  means  if  yon  vote  as  they  want  they  will  allow  yon  to  vote,  but  if  you 
don't  vote  with  them  they  will  not  allow  yon  to  vote  in  peace.'' 

"  If  we  elect  the  Fusion  ticket,  what  sort  of  peace  and  harmony  will  you  have  next 
year  when  we  want  to  vote  for  a  Republican  President  f  The  same  sort  of  peace  and 
harmony  we  had  in  1875." 

The  jadge  is  evidently  not  familiar  with  the  politics  of  this  county.  We  had  a 
peaceful  and  quiet  election  here  in  1875,  the  result  of  a  fusion  or  compromise  ticket, 
just  the  same  as  that  elected  here  last  November.  If  we  have  the  same  peace  and 
quiet  this  year  (which  we  will  have  unless  the  Independents  stir  up  strife),  the  Re- 
publicans of  the  State  and  nation  will  say,  <*  Well' done,  faithful  servants." 

Again,  he  lays  aside  the  robe  of  modesty,  and  says,  **  every  vote  for  Fusion  is  a  nail 
in  the  coffin  of  the  Republican  party.  Every  vote  for  the  Independent  ticket  and  H. 
R.  Ware  is  a  nail  in  the  Democratic  coffin." 

The  contents  of  the  circular  from  which  I  take  the  above  extracts  aroused  the  Demo- 
crats throughout  the  connty.  The  sheriff,  who  waH  a  candidate  for  re-election  on  the 
Independent  ticket,  had  also  usurped  powers  which  the  Democrats  said  were  illegal, 
and  to  which  they  would  not  submit.  Notwithstanding  the  provocation,  no  violence 
was  done  these  would-be  leaders.  The  Independent  ticket  was  not  withdrawn,  as  the 
returns  will  show. 

The  only  thing  done  to  prevent  men  frgm  voting  was  done  by  the  Independents.  I 
vote  in  the  west  ward,  city  of  Canton.  Every  man  voted  there  that  wanted  to  on  the 
day  of  the  election.  The  Independents  knew  weeks  before  the  election  that  they 
were  defeated.  Thev  want  some  pretext  to  get  the  sympathy  of  the  Administration 
and  to  capture  the  Federal  patronage.  Whenever  a  colored  man  is  a  candidate  and 
defeated  the  election  is /air;  when  an  Independent  is  defeated  the  '<  ballot-boxes  are 
stuffed." 

In  a  card  dated  Nov.  19, 1883,  in  the  State  Ledger,  a  paper  published  in  Jackson, 
Miss.,  Judge  Ware  says  he  is  responsible  for  the  circular  distributed  in  this  connty  on 
the  eve  of  the  election. 

In  writing  of  this  I  am  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than  to  perpetuate  the  present 
state  of  feeling  between  the  races  in  this  county.  I  feel  it  my  duty  as  a  Republican 
and  citizen  to  exonerate  the  good  people  of  Madison  from  such  an  unjust  imputation. 

The  Republicans  have  several  important  county  officers  as  the  result  of  the  recent 
election.  The  angel  of  peace  is  in  our  midst,  and  never  since  the  emancipation  have 
the  whites  and  blacks  been  on  such  friendly  political  terms. 

Investigating  committees  and  **  all  sorts  politics  "  will  not  bring  us  the  much  needed 
peace.  The  New  York  Times  has  the  right  conception  of  our  troubles.  If  the  Admin- 
istration will  cease  to  aid  these  disgruntled  office-seekers  I  believe  the  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  political  troubles  will*  be  things  of  the  past.  I  long  to  see  the  day 
when  every  county  in  this  State  can  say,  as  Madison,  *'  Peace,  good  wOl  to  all;  malice 
toward  none." 

B.  F.  GARRETT, 
Chairman  Rtpublican  Exeoutive  Committee. 
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New  Orleans,  La.,  Friday^  February  15, 1884 
The  sabcomniittee  met  at  the  call  of  the  chairmaD. 
Present,  all  the  members,  Messrs.  Hoar  (chairman),  G amebon,  Fbyb, 
Saulsbuby,  and  Jonas. 

Leon  Habbis  Matthkws  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Question.  You  are  a  brother  of  J.  P.  Matthews  f — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Familiarly  known  as  "Print''  Matthews! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  man  who  was  killed  on  election  day  at  Hazlehnrstt — A.  Ye6, 
sir. 

Q.  How  old  are  yon  t — A.  I  am  about  32  years  old. 

Q.  Where  have  you  resided  since  your  birth  t — ^A.  In  Copiah  County, 
Mississippi. 

Q.  How  long  had  your  father  resided  in  Mississippi  before  you  t — ^A. 
All  his  life. 

Q.  What  members  of  the  family  are  there  living  there  f — ^A.  There 
is  oiy  father,  and  there  are  ten  children  of  us. 

Q.  All  living  there  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  business? — A.  I  am  merchandising. 

Q.  A  copartner  of  "Print"  Matthews f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  candidate  for  any  ofQce  in  the  last  election  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir:  for  sheriff. 

Q.  You  may  state  what  that  election  was,  and  when  it  was. — A.  It 
was  on  the  6th  of  last  November,  for  county  officers  and  members  of  the 
legislature. 

Q.  Were  town  officers  elected  at  the  same  time.f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  after  were  they  elected  f — ^A.  About  two  weeks,  I  think. 

Q.  Is  Hazlehurst  an  incorporated  city  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Represented  by  a  mayor,  aldermen,  and  council! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  active  in  politics  during  the  last  campaign? — A.  Yes, 
sir:  I  tried  to  be. 

Q.  What  part  did  you  take  preparatory  to  the  election  f — ^A.  Well,  I 
canvassed  the  county,  and  rode  all  over  the  county,  I  suppose. 
1668  CONG — 00 1  ' 
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""QjOK  between  colored  and  white  voters,  aboat  what  is  the  registra- 
•tion  of  that  county! 

The  Witness.  The  total  registration  ! 

Mr.  Fbte.  Yes. 

A.  It  is  between  4,500  and  5,000;  maybe  a  little  over  5,000. 

Q.  How  does  it  stand  as  between  colored  and  whites  f — A.  It  has 
been  claimed  by  the  whites  that  they  were  in  the  majority,  and  it  is 
daimed  by  the  colored  that  they  are  in  the  majority.  I  don*t  snppase 
that  there  is  mnch  difference  either  way,  but  I  am  inclined  to  thiuk 
that  the  colored  is  in  the  majority. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  last  registration  that  was  taken  ! — A. 
^o,  sir;  I  don't  know  that  I  am.  The  registration  has  been  revised  ko 
mnch,  and  been  scratched  about  so  much,  that  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to 
test  the  vote  by  looking  on  the  books.  {Sometimes  they  erase  a  mau's 
name  when  he  leaves,  and  sometimes  they  don't,  you  know. 

Q.  Was  a  canvass  taken  as  between  Democrats  and  Independents  or 
Republicans  at  the  last  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  how  did  the  parties  standi 

Ihe  Witness.  You  mean  as  to  strength! 

Mr.  Fbye.  Yes;  as  to  numerical  strength. 

A.  Well,  we  thought  the  Independent  ticket  would  be  elected  by  400 
or  500  majority. 

Q.  How  many  white  Independents  does  your  canvass  show  f — ^A.  I 
think  we  have  got  600  or  700,  that  is  what  we  thought,  what  we  could 
find  out  by  making  a  canvass. 

Q.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  result  on  election  day  as  between 
the  parties. 

The  Witness.  How  the  vote  was  counted! 

Mr.  Fbte.  Yes;  I  mean  in  numbers  only. 

A.  Well,  the  Democratic  ticket  was  elected  by  some  2,000  majority, 
maybe  more;  in  the  neighborhood  of  2,000.  That  is,  it  was  countea 
that  way ;  the  final  result  was  returned  that  way. 

Q.  How  was  that  political  campaign,  active  or  otherwise  ? — A.  It 
was  pretty  active  towards  the  last 

Q.  Will  you  state  briefly  the  methods  pursued  by  the  opposition  and 
the  Independent  party,  prior  to  the  election  f — ^A.  Well,  there  were  ap- 
I>ointments  put  out  by  the  Independent  ticket,  and  the  Democratic  legis- 
lators met  speakers  on  the  opposite  side,  and  they  canvassed  the  county 
thoroughly;  that  is,  filled  all  their  appointments  around.  They  bad 
some  bttle  disturbance  in  their  speakings.  On  one  or  two  occasions 
there  was  a  little  disturbance,  but  it  didn't  amount  to  any  fighting  or 
anything  like  that;  it  was  just  hard  words,  and  speakers  interrupted, 
&c.,  and  hissed  at.  The  members  of  the  Indepepdent  ticket  were  hissed 
at  by  the  other  side. 

Q.  Was  there  any  organization  made  against  you? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
after  they  closed  their  appointments,  why  then  they  commenced  to  have 
a  pretty  lively  canvass,  organizing  clubs  all  over  the  county. 

Q.  1  want  you  to  state  about  that. — ^A.  Just  before  the  election,  also, 
they  started  out  in  armed  mobs  or  bodies  of  men,  and  ranged  over  the 
country  and  killed  some  and  shot  others,  and  took  some  out  and  whipped 
them  severely,  and  put  the  rope  around  some,  I  believe ;  they  djdnt 
hang  any  of  them  until  they  were  dead. 

Q.  How  large  an  organization  was  that ! — A.  Well,  when  I  saw  it, 
theie  was  a  hundred,  perhaps  a  hundred  and  fifty. 

Q.  State  whether  they  were  armed  and  mounted. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
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were  anned  and  monnted :  some  of  them  did  not  have  guns.  Yon 
woald  call  it  an  armed  mob.    Guns  were  plentiful  all  over  the  county. 

Q.  Were  the  operations  of  that  company  notorious  in  Hazlehnrst^ 
talked  about  by  everybody  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  state  what  outrages  were  committed  around  in  the  coun- 
try portion  of  Oopiah  County  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  two  weeks  before 
the  dection  there  was  a  body  of  them  startea  out  from  the  lower  end 
of  b^t  3  and  whipped  three  colored  men ;  whipped  one  of  them  severe!  v« 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  Is  the  witness  speaking  of  matters  of  his  own 
knowledge? 

Mr.  Fbys.  Not  entirely.    I  asked  him  to  speak  of  the  public  reports. 

The  Witness.  I  saw  where  he  was  whipped,  this  one  I  was  speak- 
ing o£ 

Mr.  Fbye.  You  saw  him  after  he  was  whipped  t 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  a  colored  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  saw  one  after  he  waa 
killed.  This  same  crowd,  they  whipped  these  four.  That  is  the  crowd 
that  is  said  to  have  killed  this  other  one  and  shot  his  wife. 

Q.  What  was  that  man's  name  who  was  killed? — ^A.  Tom  Wallis. 

Q.  What  part  of  Copiah  Gounty  was  that  ? — ^A.  That  was  the  south- 
western part 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  see  him  after  he  was  shot? — ^A.  I  don't  recollect 
whetiier  it  was  Friday  or  Saturday.  I  think  he  was  killed  Thursday 
night,  and  he  lay  all  day  Friday,  and  I  think  it  was  Saturday  that  I 
saw  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  bullet-holes  he  had  in  him  ? — ^A.  I  didn't 
see  the  wounds ;  they  just  told  me. 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  wifid? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  she  shot  ? — ^A.  I  didn't  see  where  she  was  shot.  I  saw 
her  sitting  in  the  house,  and  they  showed  me  where  the  shot  went  in  the 
top,  went  in  the  quilt  that  was  hanging  up.  I  looked  in  and  saw  the 
COTpfie:  I  saw  where  the  bullets  went  in  the  door. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  else  that  they  did? — A.  From  hearsay  they 
did  a  great  deal  down  there ;  I  do  not  know  anjrthing  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge, except  what  occurred  at  Hazlehurst  afterwards.  When  I  saw  the 
mob  they  were  in  Hazlehurst;  they  marched  into  Hazlehurst  there, 
and  paraded  the  streets. 

Q.  How  long  was  tjiat  before  the  election  ? — A.  That  was  the  day  be- 
fore the  election. 

Q.  You  may  state  the  parade  that  they  made  then. — A.  Well,  they 
came  into  the  town  and  marched  around  the  public  square  and  back  to 
the  oomt-hou^e,  and  were  addressed  by  Major  Barksdale. 

Q.  The  present  member  of  Congress? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  then  they 
marched  back  through  the  town  and  around,  and  came  up  by  my 
brother's  house,  in  front  of  his  gate,  and  marched  down  some  three  or 
foor  handred  yards  to  our  store,  and  in  front  of  our  store,  and  Mr.  Faler's 
store  next  door  to  us ;  they  halted  and  held  a  consultation  for  a  little 
while,  and  sent  a  messenger  up  to  my  brother's  house ;  they  waited 
there  until  he  dune  back ;  when  he  came  back  and  reported  to  them 
they  consulted  a  little  and  got  on  their  horses  and  went  off. 

Q.  Were  you  there  in  your  brother's  house  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  in  the 
store;  my  brother  was  up  at  the  house. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  message  they  brought  your  brother! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

-Q.  What  was  it?— A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  give  the  words;  it 
has  been  published;  it  was  warning  him  not  to  vote  next  day. 

Q.  Was  that  crowd  armed  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Prior  to  that  did  they  burn  a  church,  a  colored  church  t — A.  Well, 
there  was  a  church  burned. 

Q.  A  colored  church  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  t«here  was  an  attempt  to  organize 
a  club  out  there  one  night  at  the  church. 

Q.  A  colored  club  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  there  was  a  posse  of  men  from 
Hazlehurst  went  out  there,  and  the^^  got  scared  and  didn't  organize  and 
left  the  ground  and  scattered.  There  was  a  colored  man  named  Oliver 
went  out  to  organize  them,  and  they  found  them  out  there;  he  was  on 
horseback,  and  they  abused  him  some,  and  a  night  or  so  afterwards  the 
church  was  burned ;  may  be  the  next  night,  I  do  not  know,  but  it  was 
burned  up. 

'    Q.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  what  message  your  brother 
sent  to  them  1 — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  only  what  they  told  me. 

Q.  At  the  time  that  Major  Barksdale  addressed  this  mob,  had  it 
marched  in  from  the  country  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  had  bfsen  raiding  over 
the  country  for  some  time. 

Q.  Did  they  have  their  arms  with  them  when  they  were  addressed  ?— 
A.  I  was  not  at  the  speaking  and  could  not  say. 

Q.  They  had  them  with  them  as  they  marched  up  to  the  boildiug, 
did  theyt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  they  had  a  cannon? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  had 
a  cannon  all  over  the  country  firing. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  time  had  they  been  firing  a  cannon  over  the  coun- 
try before  the  election  !— A.  For  several  days.  They  went  to  my 
brother^s  store — ^I  have  a  brother  who  has  a  store  in  the  country — and 
they  went  to  his  house,  a  big  body  of  them,  and  shot  at  his  store,  and 
he  in  the  house,  and  there  were  several  holes  in  it. 

Q.  They  fired  into  the  store  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  shot  the  cannon  all 
around. 

Q.  While  riding  around  through  the  country,  they  were  firing:  for  the 
fortnight  before  the  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  firing  at  all  times,  and  they 
waited  on  my  brother  the  next  morning  with  a  lot  of  resolutions. 

Q.  The  one  who  had  a  store  in  the  country  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  those  resolutions  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  them? — A.  It  went  on  to  say  that  if  cer- 
tain parties  were  injured  in  any  way,  in  person  or  property,  I  think  it 
read,  if  there  was  any  injury  done  to  them  in  person  or  property,  that 
they  would  hold  the  Matthews  family  personally  responsible,  and  noth- 
ing short  of  their  blood  would  satisfy. 

Q.  What  were  the  relations  between  Mr.  Print  Matthews  and  the 
white  people  in  that  neighborhood,  the  Democrats  and  allt — ^A.  Well, 
we  had  been  doing  business  there,  and  our  custom  was  as  much  or  more 
from  the  Democratic  people  of  the  country  as  it  was  from  the  Bepubli- 
cans,  as  far  as  that  was  concerned. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  business  t — A.  It  was  a  furnishing 
business;  credit  under  this  deedof-trust  system. 

Q.  Explain  that;  you  furnished  goods  to  themt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
men  who  were  in  that  mob  were  then  owing  us«  and  they  have  run  their 
property  off  under  that  deed  of  trust,  and  I  am  going  to  have  a  warrant 
issued  for  their  arrest  for  removing  the  property. 

Q.  What  is  the  custom  there  of  your  house  in  dealing  with  these 
people ;  what  is  the  credit  and  method  of  doing  business  f — ^A.  Well,  if 
we  think  a  fellow  will  not  pay,  we  take  a  mortgage  on  his  crop  and  stock 
for  the  payment  of  the  supplies  through  the  year,  in  the  teAU 

Q.  Then  the  credit  is  a  year,  generally  f — A.  Y^  sir,  WeU^in  Octo- 
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ber  and  November,  when  the  cotton  comes  in,  then  the  accoaut  is  due. 
We  make  it  dae  sometimes  the  first  of  October  or  November. 

Q.  And  these  dealings  were  as  mnch,  or  more,  with  the  Democrats  as 
they  were  with  the  other  side  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir  j  and  the  man  who  killed 
my  brother  has  got  an  open  acconnt  there  unsettled. 

Q.  What  were  the  relations  between  your  brother  and  Eas  Wheeler  t 
—A.  They  were  friendly. 

Q,  He  was  the  man  who  killed  him,  was  he  not ! — A.  Yes,  sir.  They 
were  jiwfectly  friendly.  Not  two  weeks  before  the  election,  another 
brother  and  myself  loaned  him  $200  to  bay  cattle  with. 

Q.  What  is  his  fall  name  f — A.  Erastus  Wheeler. 

Q.  Had  he  been  at  your  brother's  house  and  dined,  or  anything  like 
that,  recently  ! — A.  Yes,  sir.  A  short  while  before  the  election  he  was 
at  our  house,  at  my  brother's,  and  took  tea. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  prior  to  the  day  of  the  election  to  indicate  ill 
feelings  between  your  brother  and  this  Ras  Wheeler  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not 
a  word  that  anybody  ever  knew  of.  He  had  solicited  us.  He  was  a  can- 
didate for  mayor. 

Q.  At  this  time  f — A.  Before  the  election  came  ofP,  this  man  Wheeler 
was  a  candidate  for  the  town  election ;  and  I  have  heard  him  myself 
ask  my  brother  to  support  him  in  the  mayor's  election ;  and  he  was 
aroQDd  there  frequently;  in  other  words,  electioneering,  to  get  his  sup- 
port in  the  mayor's  election. 

Q.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  what  took  place  there  on  election 
day.— A.  Soon  after  the  polls  were  opened  my  brother  went  in  and  pre- 
sented bis  ticket  to  vote,  and  they  shot  him,  killed  him ;  Wheeler  did. 

Q.  He  went  in  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  t — A.  Yes,  sir  5  as  soon 
as  the  polls  were  opened. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  in  the  morning  f — A.  He  and  I  had  breakfast 
at  the  table  together,  but  I  got  through  before  he  did,  and  I  got  up 
and  asked  him  if  he  was  coming  to  the  store,  and  he  said  he  was.  I 
went  to  the  store,  and  I  found  a  wagon  standing  there  with  cotton,  and 
I  boQgbt  the  cotton ;  it  was  a  custom  of  ours;  and  I  bought  the  cotton^ 
and  about  the  time  I  closed  the  trade  my  brother  stepped  up,  and  I 
asked  him  to  go  in  and  settle  with  Mr.  Buckley,  and  I  would  take  some 
tickets  and  go  across  the  railroad.  There  are  two  voting  precincts  in 
Hazlehurst,  one  on  each  side  of  the  railroad;  and  I  told  him  I  would  go 
across  the  railroad  and  distribute  tickets,  and  as  soon  as  the  polls  were 
opened  I  would  come  back ;  and  he  said  go  ahead,  and  I  expected  to  go 
over  there  and  distribute  the  tickets  and  come  back.  But  before  I  got 
back  he  was  killed. 

Q.  How  did  you  first  learn  that  he  was  killed  t — A.  There  was  a  col- 
ored  man  told  me  there  was  a  gun  fired  across  the  street.  I  saw  the 
crowds  were  agitated  around,  and  seemed  to  be  excited  in  some  way, 
and  it  created  some  curiosity  in  my  mind  before  this  darky  told  me. 
As  soon  as  he  told  me  I  broke  over  there.  The  door  was  closed  where 
the  voting  was  to  be  held :  the  polls  was ;  the  door  was  shut^  and  I 
shoved  it ;  I  think  I  shoved  it  a  second  time  before  they  opened  it ;  and 
then  I  went  in,  and  he  was  killed.  I  don't  recollect  seeing  but  three 
or  four  parties  in  there — the  inspectors.  I  recollect  asking  one  of  the 
inspectors  who  did  it. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  that  Wheeler  had  done  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  then ;  take  your  brother  home  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  shot  just  as  he  was  voting,  was  not  het — A.  The  inspect- 
ors say  thut  he  handed  his  ticket  in,  and  they  were  looking  for  his 
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name  to  mark  it,  to  check  it,  and  just  as  they  called  his  name  oot,  and 
the  ticket  was  dropped  in,  the  gun  was  fired ;  they  shot  him  with  both 
barrels  in  the  breast.  However,  before  I  got  over  to  where  he  was 
killed,  I  met  a  sqnad  of  six  or  eight  men  with  guns,  but  I  did  not  x>ay 
much  attention  to  them.  I  think,  though,  the  Wheelers  were  in  the 
crowd. 

Q.  Were  they  white  men! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  they  had  gnns. 

Q.  Were  there  any  colored  men  there  with  gunst — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
didn't  see  any. 

Q.  Well,  what  followed  after  the  death  of  your  brother,  on  Tuesday, 
the  day  of  the  election,  I  mean,  so  far  as  the  town  was  concerned;  did 
this  mob  disband  t — ^A.  They  left  that  evening  and  rode  off,  and  that 
night  there  was  another  wing  of  them  came  through  town  and  went  out 
in  an  easterly  direction,  and  raided  over  the  coun^  there,  and  took  the 
tickets  away  from  the  colored  people  which  I  had  sent  out  by  them  to 
be  voted  the  next  day. 

Q.  But  that  was  before  the  election  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  night 
before  the  election. 

Q.  They  went  out  and  raided  the  eastern  part  and  whipped  a  num- 
ber of  negroes? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  they  lashed 
any  of  them,  but  they  bruised  them,  and  beat  them,  and  knocked  them 
about. 

Q.  But  I  refer  now  to  the  time  after  the  death  of  your  brother;  what 
did  they  do :  did  they  disband! — ^A.  I  do  not  know;  they  were  in  arms 
all  day  on  tne  streets. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  want  to  know ;  what  were  they  doing! — ^A.  Just 
parading  over  the  streets.  I  saw  five  or  six  with  guns  take  a  darky  up 
to  the  polls  and  march  him  back ;  I  don't  know  whether  they  were  forc- 
ing him  or  whether  he  went  along  voluntarily ;  but  at  any  rate,  they 
went  along  with  him  with  their  guns,  and  Wheeler  was  one  of  the  men. 

Q.  Did  they,  the  next  day,  parade  the  streets! — A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
were  over  the  streets,  not  on  horseback,  though,  as  they  went  the  day 
before,  but  they  were  on  the  streets  in  squads  with  guns. 

Q.  Were  they  firing  at  all! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  heard  no  guns.  They  fired 
a  cannon  soon  after  my  brother  was  kiDed. 

Q.  How  frequently  did  they  fire  that  cannon  after  he  was  kiUed!— 
A.  Ouly  once.    I  think  it  was  about  the  time  they  got  into  the  house. 

Q.  What  do  you  know,  if  anything,  about  a  public  meeting  that  they 
held  subsequently  where  they  passea  resolutions  ! — ^A.  I  do  not  know- 
any  thing,  only  just  what  I  have  heard  about  that.  I  saw  the  resolu- 
tious. 

Q.  Were  they  delivered  to  the  house  of  your  brother  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir  j 
handed  to  his  son. 

Q.  Did  the  committee  present  them! — A.  No,  sir;  therewas  ouly  one 
man  that  presented  them,  but  he  said  that  he  did  it ;  that  it  was  a  vol- 
untary act  of  his ;  that  they  had  appointed  a  number  of  men  to  present 
those  resolutions. 

Q.  How  many ;  four  to  a  beat! — A.  I  think,  may  be,  it  was  four  to  a 
beat;  I  am  not  certain  about  the  number,  but  it  was  a  number  of  men 
to  be  selected,  and  he  asked  them  not  to  do  it ;  told  them  that  there 
was  sickness  at  my  brother's  house,  and  he  would  not  like  for  a  crowd 
of  men  to  go  there,  and  he  asked  them  that  he  might  carry  it  himself 
quietly  to  the  house. 

Q.  That  was  before  your  brother  was  buried  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Well,  it 
might  have  been  the  day  on  the  return  from  the  burial,  but  I  am  not 
satisfied  about  it;  I  don't  recollect  about  the  time.    It  might  have  been 
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before  or  just  after  the  burial.    I  was  not  at  the  hoase  at  the  time  he  de- 
livered it 

Q.  Was  any  account  of  that  murder  published  in  the  Copiah  papers  t-^ 
A.  Nothings  except,  maybe,  a  notice  that  he  was  killed,  or  something. 
Tbere  was  no  account  of  it. 

Q.  Where  was  the  first  account  published  t — A.  I  do  not  recollect 
what  paper  I  saw  it  inl 

Q.  Was  it  in  a  New  Orleans  paper t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  it  was  m 
the  New  Orleans  Times-Democrat. 

Q.  Were  any  accounts  published  in  the  papers  of  the  beating  and 
killing  of  Tom  Wallis,  the  burning  of  the  church,  &c.t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
saw  that    I  saw  it  in  the  Hulls'  paper,  at  Jackson. 

Q.  But  not  in  the  Copiah  County  papers  t — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  in  the 
Tribune. 

Q.  What  is  the  Tribune,  politically  t — ^A.  It  is  an  Independent  paper, 
I  reckon,  or  a  Oreenbacker,  I  don't  know  which.  It  is  opposed  to.  the 
Democracy,  I  know,  from  the  tone  of  it. 

Q.  What  family  did  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  leave  t — ^A.  He  V?ft  a  widow 
and  five  children. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  them  since  that  time  t — ^A.  They  moved  to 
Oxford,  Miss.,  directly  after  he  was  killed.  His  sons  were  going  to 
school  at  Oxford  at  the  time,  and  I  advised  his  wife  to  go  there. 
Q.  They  now  reside  there:  all  of  them f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q-  In  regard  to  this  crowd  of  armed  men,  mounted  men,  as  you  say, 
scoanng  the  country  before  the  election ;  did  they  say  anything  of  their 
parpoaes,  what  they  were  doing  it  fort — A.  Oh,  it  was  said  by  all  of 
thera  that  they  were  going  to  carry  the  election,  and  if  they  could  not 
cany  it  one  way  they  would  carry  it  another.  Some  would  say  carry 
it  by  tihot  guns,  and  I  heard  one  speaker  say  that  they  would  carry  it 
if  they  had  to  carry  it  to  the  extent  of  the  knife.  I  do  not  know  what 
he  meant  by  that 

Q.  What  were  the  arms  these  men  were  carrying  who  were  mounted; 
what  kind  of  arms  t — A.  They  were  shotguns,  and  some  had  pistols, 
nd  some  may  have  had  rifles.  I  never  noticed  the  kind.  I  noticed 
ODc  man  with  the  ammunition  for  the  cannon.  He  attracted  my  atten- 
tion because  be  had  so  much  of  it  buckled  about  him  on  his  saddle  and 
all  around.    He  carried  the  ammunition  for  the  cannon. 

Q  During  the  fortnight  before  the  election,  was  this  body  of  men 
scattered  over  the  country? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  from  reports  they  were  going 
over  the  country  all  around,  and  these  deeds  were  committed  all  round* 
I  was  not  in  the  country,  though,  and  I  did  not  see  them  with  my  own 
eyes,  and  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge.  But  they  were  evi- 
dcaitly  in  the  country,  and  there  are  plenty  of  witnesses  to  testify  to 
the  fact 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  who  were  in  this  mounted  band  f — A, 
Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Can  you  name  some  of  them  t 

A  By  thinking  I  could  name  twenty  or  thirty,  1  reckon.  Do  you 
▼ant  the  names  of  some  of  them  t 

Q.  Well,  can  you  give  the  politics  of  those  whom  you  know  t — ^A. 
Only  what  they  say,  and  their  actions  is  proof. 

Mr.  Baulsbubt.  He  is  testifying  to  the  acts  of  individuals ;  had  he 
Dot  better  give  the  names  of  the  parties  themselves  ! 
The  Witness.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  give  them,  if  you  want  them. 
The  Chairman.  The  question  was  whether  they  were  all  of  one  party. 
^Ir.  Saulsbuuy.  You  have  a  right  to  conduct  your  examination  as 
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yoa  please,  bat  at  tbe  same  time  the  witness  was  asked  wbo  the  parties 
were,  and  he  said  he  conld  name  them,  and  there  he  was  stopped.  I 
would  prefer  that  the  witness  should  give  their  names. 

The  GHAiBaiAN.  I  asked  Mr.  Frye  to  ask  the  witness  who  the  parties 
were,  and  what  their  politics  were,  with  a  view  of  seeing  whether  they 
all  belonged  to  one  party  or  not,  and  not  with  a  view  of  getting  their 
names.  %ut,  at  the  same  time,  year  suggestion  i^  entirely  proper,  and 
the  names  should  be  asked  for  silso. 

By  Mr.  Frye  : 

Q.  Well,  you  may  give  the  names  of  the  parties,  so  far  as  you  remem- 
ber them. — A.  There  was  Mr.  Erastus  Wheeler;  Mr.  John  McLemore; 
J.  L.  Meade,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  and  ed- 
itor of  the  mouth-piece  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  town  and  in  tbe 
county. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  his  paper! — A.  The  Copiah  Signal.  There 
was  also  Joe  Purser  and  a  Mr.  Gamp — I  believe  his  name  is  Mose  Camp, 
but  1  do  not  know  exactly — and  Bill  Higdou. 

Q.  Were  there  any  young  lawyers  in  the  town  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany t — A.  Yes,  sir';  this  Joe  Purser  was  a  lawyer,  that  1  mentioned 
there.  Well,  those  are  the  fellows  that  stopped  in  front  of  the  store, 
right  within  a  few  feet  of  me,  and  that  is  enough,  I  reckon.  I  could 
mention  more,  but  I  might  accidentally  be  mistaken  and  get  them  mixed. 
There  was  a  bushel  of  them,  that  I  could  mention,  in  the  general  raid 
over  the  town  that  day.    John  B.  Mayes  was  in  it. 

Q.  I  do  not  understand  you  that  this  whole  crowd  of  one  hundred 
or  more  traveled  at  the  same  time  through  the  country ;  they  went  ia 
squads,  did  they  not  f — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  in  squads 
or  all  together;  sometimes  they  said  there  were  two  or  three  hundred 
together,  and  sometimes  not  so  many.  I  believe  there  were  said  to  be 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  in  this  first  squad,  where  they  killed  Tom 
Wallis.  They  left  a  rubber  strap,  which  they  had  for  whipping,  about 
three  or  four  feet  long,  and  a  rope. 

Q.  How  thick  was  that  strap  f — A.  It  was  a  gin-belt,  I  forget  how 
many  ply,  but  one  of  the  thickest  gin-belts  you  see.  It  was  about  that 
long  [indicating  about  four  feet  long],  and  had  a  handle  jbout  that 
long  [indicating  about  .a  foot  long],  and  shaped  out  just  as  if  it  was 
made  for  the  purpose ;  and  they  leit  a  rope  there  also — a  small  grass 
rope. 

Q.  You  saw  this  rope  and  this  thing  they  whipped  with  ! — A.  Yes, 
sir :  I  had  it  in  my  hand. 

Q.  Had  your  brother  been  speaking  in  this  canvass  t — ^A.  Yes,  sin 

Q.  How  much!— A.  He  had  made  four  speeches. 

Q.  All  of  them  in  discussion,  or  did  he  speak  alone  ! — A.  I  do  not 
know.  I  heard  two  in  discussion,  and  of  the  other  two  one  was  not. 
I  heard  it  also ;  but  there  was  one  I  did  not  hear.  I  don't  recollect 
whether  he  had  any  opponent  or  not.    It  was  made  in  the  country. 

Q.  Those  were  the  only  four  speeches  he  made! — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I 
heard  three  of  them. 

Q.  Was  your  brother  active  politically! — A.  Well,  he  had  ^ood  in- 
fluence. He  generally  kept  all  the  points  np  against  the  oppositioji,  and 
made  his  case  as  strong  as  he  could  when  the  canvass  opened.  He  had 
been  a  candidate  himself  before. 

Q.  Had  he  been  elected  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

y  Was  he  a  can(li<late  for  alderman  the  year  before  in  Hazlehnrst!^- 
A.  Yes,  fckir ;  and  he  was  elected. 
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Q.  How  did  his  vote  compare  with  any  other  man's  vote  the  year  be- 
fore t — A.  I  conld  not  say  without  looking  it  up.  I  could  not  swear  to 
it  accurately.    I  know  he  beat  an  old  citizen  there  in  the  town. 

Q.  Did  he  not  receive  the  largest  vote  that  was  thrown  for  alder- 
nuui  T — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  But  he  was  elected  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  elected,  but  I  could 
not  say  as  to  the  vote. 

Ql  Had  he  also  been  elected  sheriff  of  the  county  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  how  long  had  he  served  as.sheriff  f — A.  Ho  served  two  years. 
He  served  six  or  eight  years — six  years,  I  think,  under  appointment, 
after  the  surrender. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  serve  under  election? — A.  I  don't  recollect 
whether  he  was  elected  for  two  terms  or  one  term.  He  was  elected  one 
term  I  know  of,  and  maybe  two  terms,  but  I  am  not  satisfied  which. 

Q.  This  year  that  he  was  elected  alderman — that  was  year  before 
last — ^who  was  elected  mayor  f — A.  Mr.  B.  C.  Williamson. 

Q.  Was  he  an  Independent  or  Bepublican  f — ^A.  I  could  not  state  his 
politics. 

Q.  Was  he  the  candidate  against  the  Democrats  f — A.  Yes,  he  was 
the  candidate  against  the  Democrats ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  they  used 
IM>]itics  in  the  election. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  they  had  politics  in  that  election  f — A.  No, 
sir.  Now,  some  men  may  be  so  i)rejudiced  t^at  they  won't  vote  for  a 
man  for  anything — that  is,  in  opposition  to  their  politics,  you  know — while 
others  wilL  For  instance,  a  Democrat  will  vote  for  a  Bepublican  if  he 
is  a  good  man ;  and  some  men  mix  their  ticket,  while  others  won't. 

Q.  What  was  the  disposition  of  your  brother  f 

The  Witness.  In  what  respect  t 

Mr.  Fbye.  Well,  did  he  have  quarrels  with  his  neighbors  ! — ^A.  No, 
sir;  I  do  not  know  of  his  having  more  than  one  or  two  real  quarrels ; 
he  was  not  a  quarrelsome  man  at  all. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  his  ever  having  ti'onble  with  Bais  Wheeler  t — A.  I 
never  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  for  this  killing  other  than  that  he  had 
received  a  notice  not  to  vote,  and  yet  voted? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q«  Was  he  regarded  as  a  leader  of  the  Republicans  in  that  county  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  in  that  county. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect  in  Hazlehurst  upon  the  vote  that  day  of  killing 
him;  how  many  Bepublican  votes  were  thrown  in  Hazlehurst t — A.  I  do 
not  recollect.  I  have  seen  it,  too,  but  I  never  charged  my  memory  with 
it  There  were  no  votes  hardly  cast,  though,  comparatively  speaking; 
that  is,  on  the  Independent  ticket. 

Q.  Yes,  I  mean  on  the  Independent  ticket ;  how  was  the  other  vote, 
do  yon  knowf — A.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  state  it ;  I  do  not  recollect ;  I  have 
seen  it,  of  course,  but  I  never  charged  my  memory  with  it. 

Q.  Your  town  election,you  say,  was  about  a  fortnight  laterf — A.  Yes, 
sir:  about  two  weeks. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Wheeler  elected  to  any  office  at  that  town  election  t — 
A.  No,  sir;  he  was  made  marshal  by  the  aldermen  after  they  were 
elected. 

Q.  Do  the  aldermen  elect  the  marshal  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  aldermen  all  Democrats  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  serve  as  marshal  t — ^A.  He  resigned  two  or  three 
days  ago,  I  have  heard.  I  do  not  know  that  he  has  resigned  yet;  it  is 
Just  nimor  in  the  town. 

Q.  Has  Wheeler  ever  been  tried  for  the  crime  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Have  yon  ever  talked  with  him  since  the  murder  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  of  anything  that  yoar  brother  had  said  or  done  cal- 
culated to  lead  to  this  murder f — A.  Ko,  sir;  nothing;  except  that  he 
tried  to  get  this  sheriff  and  the  people  to  stop  it  when  they  were  raid- 
ing over  the  country ;  he  went  to  the  sheritf  and  tried  to  get  him  to  stop 
it,  and  he  didn't  do  it ;  he  said  he  had  no  authority  to  do  it,  I  believe. 
And  the  next  evening,  after  they  visited  my  brother's  store  and  shot 
into  it,  he  came  up  to  Hazlehurst,  he  and  Dr.  Barlow ;  and  Dr.  Barlow 
had  a  petition  from  a  lot  of  citizens  down  there  asking  the  sheriff  to 
stop  it,  that  it  was  terrifying  the  country,  and  he  thought  it  was  his 
duty  to  stop  it.  They  went  to  the  sheriff,  and  he  said  he  could  not  stop 
it  unless  they  would  make  an  affidavit.  Well,  my  brother,  T.  B.  Mat- 
thi\'S,  and  Dr.  Barlow,  made  an  affidavit  before  the  mayor  for  the  ar- 
rest of  these  parties — parties  that  he  knew— and  carried  it  to  the  sheriff, 
and  he  did  not  know  who  he  would  get  to  serve  it.  But  at  any  rate  he 
comes  down  to  our  house  while  we  were  at  the  supper  table ;  some  per- 
son knocked  at  the  door;  knocked  at  the  gate ;  and  I  went  out,  and  it 
waii  the  sheriff,  Hargrave,  and  J.  L.  Meade. 

Q.  The  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committeet — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  and  John  Lowe,  a  deputy  of  the  sheriff;  and  they  wanted  to  see 
Print;  and  directly  he  got  through  his  suppco*  he  came  out,  and  Har- 
grave told  him  that  he  had  tried  to  get  somebody  to  go  out  and  make 
the  arrests,  and  had  not  got  any  one,  and  that  he  would  deputize  him ; 
that  he  was  a  suitable  person ;  that  he  had  been  an  old  sheriff,  and  un- 
derstood the  business,  and  that  he  was  a  suitable  person  for  him  to  dep- 
utize to  go  out  and  arrest  the  mob.  Well,  my  brother  said  to  him  that 
he  was  informed,  not  longer  than  half  an  hour  ago,  that  that  was  the 
programme  of  Mr.  Meade,  to  have  him  deputized  to  go  out,  and  send  a 
poseic  of  men  along  with  him,  and  he  was  to  be  killed.  Hargrave  said 
that  he  would  not  do  anything  of  that  kind,  nor  had  any  motive  of 
that  kind.  Well,  then  I  asked  him  in  the  parlor;  told  him  to  come  in 
and  take  a  seat;  that  I  wanted  to  show  him  something.  My  brother 
had  got  a  letter  out  of  the  post-office  signed  by  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
which  went  on  to  recite  a  good  deal,  and  I  asked  him  into  the  parlor 
and  read  that  letter  to  him. 

Q.  Well,  was  it  threatening  your  brother f — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  I  read  that 
to  him,  and  I  told  Hargrave  that  it  looked  very  strange ;  tnat  it  looked 
to  us  that  it  was  a  concocted  plan  between  them  to  do  this,  because  we 
had  been  notified.  A  party  had  told  my  brother  that  he  had  overheanl 
Mr.  Meade  say  this;  and  after  getting  this  letter  for  him  to  come  down 
to-day  I  told  him  I  thought  it  looked  mighty  rotten,  and  I  asked  Har- 
grave if  he  would  not  think  so  under  the  circumstances,  and  he  said 
yes,  he  would ;  but  he  would  pledge  me  his  word  that  he  meant  nothing 
by  it. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
Q.  Was  Hargrave  a  candidate  for  re-election  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon  : 
Q.  Was  Mr.  Meade  present  when  this  conversation  took  placet— A. 
Yes,  sir ;  and  my  brother  pointed  to  him  and  said«  <<  This  man  Meade." 

By  Mr.FBYE: 
Q.  State  whether  or  not  your  brother^  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Meade, 
and  pointing  to  Mr.  Meade,  informed  Hargrave  that,  not  half  an  hour 
before,  a  conversation  between  Meade  and  others  had  been  overheard| 
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and  that  in  that  conversation  this  job  to  have  him  appointed  a  sheriff 
was  provided  lor. — ^A.  That  was  the  conversation. 

Q.  That  was  the  conversation  wiiich  he  reported  to  Hargrave,  and 
Meade  did  not  deny  it? — ^A.  Mr.  Meade  sat  for  a  few  minutes  and  did  not 
say  a  word ;  Hargrave  in  the  mean  time  was  talking,  and  directly  he 
says,  *^  Only  for  its  being  in  your  house  1  would  not  take  as  much  as 
that,''  or  something  of  that  kind ;  that  was  the  purport  of  his  answer. 

Q.  And  this  was  tbis  armed  mob  that  Hargrave  wanted  your  brother 
to  arrest  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  which  you  say  Mr.  Meade  was  a  member! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  letters  and  notices  did  your  brother  receive,  do 
yon  remember ?-^A.  Three,  I  believe;  he  received  three  and  my  other 
brother  one. 

Q.  Is  this  one  of  them,  a  copy  of  itt  [Handing  a  paper  written  in  lead 
pencil  to  the  witness.] — ^A.  [After  examining  the  paper.]  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  copies  of  the  others  f — A.  1  haa  the  original.  I  have  not 
got  it  in  my  i>ossession ;  another  party  has  it. 

Q.  Have  you  the  originals  of  the  others? — A.  No,  not  the  original  of 
that  paper  you  have ;  &at  I  have  not  got.  That  was  the  day  before  the 
election. 

Q.  This  is  dated  the  6th  of  November,  1883?— A.  We  have  got  the 
one  Uiat  was  dropped  in  the  post-ofiQce,  and  the  one  that  was  handed 
my  brother;  we  have  got  the  originals  of  them. 

Mr.  Fbyb.    I  will  read  this : 

Whereas  it  is  thought  that  the  pnbllo  interest  will  be  snbserved  by  Print  Matthews 
abseDting  himself  from  the  polls  on  election :  Therefore, 

Be  it  reaolwd,  That  Print  Matthews  be  ordered  to  keep  within  his  own  inolosure 
to-morrow. 

Adopted  by  citizens  of  Copiah  County  this  the  5th  day  of  November,  1883. 

[To  the  witness.]  He  showed  all  of  these  notices  to  Hargrave,  did  he 
not,  or  you  did,  at  the  time  f — A.  I  showed  the  other  one.  He  did  not 
showtiiat  one.    That  had  not  come  out  then. 

Q.  Well,  was  any  attempt  made  by  the  sheriff  to  arrest  these  peo- 
ple t — ^A.  i^ot  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Q.  Were  any  of  them  arrested  within  your  knowledge  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  A.  W.  Burnett — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  he— a  citizen  of  your  town  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  a  lawyer. 

Q.  ABepublicant — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  shot  at  any  time  before  that  election  f — A.  Well,  I  say  a 
Bepublican.  He  claimed  to  be  a  Greenbacker  for  a  long  time.  I  think 
about  the  time  of  the  election  he  claimed  to  be  a  Republican. 

Q,  He  was  anti-Democratic  at  any  rate t— A.  Yes,  sir;  at  any  rate 
he  was  opposed  to  the  Democracy. 

Q.  Was  he  chairman  of  the  committee! — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  organized  for  the  canvass. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  ho  was  shot  there  in  town  in  the  early  part 
of  the  canvass  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  shot. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  he  remained  sick  at  the  hotel  after  he  was 
shot! — ^A.  No,  I  cannot  ^ive  the  exact  time,  but  I  think  it  was  some 
two  weeks,  though. 

Q.  Where  was  he  carried  from  the  hotel  t — ^A.  He  was  carried  across 
the  street  to  a  part  of  the  hotel  that  was  occupied  for  sleeping  rooms, 
across  the  street. 

Q.  Subsequently  to  that,  where  was  he  carried  ! — A.  After  two  weeks, 
after  he  was  able,  we  carried  him  to  our  house. 
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Q.  How  long  did  he  remain  at  your  house  t — A.  Fp  to  the  election, 
the  night  before. 

Q.  Was  that  at  Print  Matthews's  house t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  did  he  leave! — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  wetit  to  Crystal  Springs. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  been  back  since f — A  Yes,  sir;  he  came  back  to 
Hazlehurst  after  the  election. 

Q.  He  came  back  to  your  brother's  funeral,  did  he  not! — A.  Yes^sir. 

Q.  ArethesetwosonsofMr.MatthewsatcollegeatOxfordt— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  are  their  names  ! — A.  Simon  Suggs  Matthews  is  one,  and 
the  other  is  James  Meredith  Matthews. 

Q.  Were  they  at  home  before  the  election,  either  of  them  ! — ^A.  Yes, 
sir ;  Meredith  was  at  home — I  reckon  it  was  the  Sunday  before  election, 
maybe — from  school. 

Q.  Immediately  after  the  shooting  of  your  brother,  did  this  company 
march  down  to  your  brother's  house  with  their  cannon! — A.  No,  sir; 
they  shot  the  cannon  across  the  bridge  from  our  house. 

Q.  How  far  out ! — A.  Well,  I  suppose  it  is  as  far  from  here  as  to  across 
the  street  [indicating],  or  maybe  a  little  further. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  band  of  mntiic! — A.  They  had  a  band  organized 
and  playing  that  evening,  I  recollect. 

Q.  They  did  have  a  band  playing  that  evening  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't 
recollect  whether  there  was  any  music  at  the  time  the  cannon  was  shot 
or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Handy  Fortner  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wasn't  he  whipped  by  a  part  of  this  band  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  he 
says. 

Q.  I  was  going  to  ask  you  if  you  saw  him  afterwards. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
saw  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he  went  before  the  grand  jury  and  gave 
their  names. 

Q.  The  names  of  the  men  who  whipped  him! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  indictment  found  f — A.  Not  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Q.  Did  you  see  his  wounds  when  be  was  before  the  executive  com- 
mittee!— ^A.  No,  sir;  I  never  looked  all  over  him.  I  saw  his  arms 
where  he  was  hurt;  but  he  told  me  ihat  he  was  cut  all  to  pieces;  I 
could  have  looked,  but  I  didn't  care  to  look  only  at  his  arm. 

Q.  Was  the  matter  called  to  the  attiiution  of  United  States  district 
attorney  to  see  if  something  could  not  be  done! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  attempts  that  were  made,  other  than  that  you 
have  spoken  of,  to  stop  this  beating  and  killing  around  Copiah  County 
there  before  the  election. 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  trying  in  any  way  to  stop  it! 

Mr.  Fbye.  Yes. 

A.  I  was  not  at  home ;  but  when  I  came  home  they  told  me  that  Ed., 
my  brother,  went  to  Jackson  to  see  something  about  it.  I  do  not  know 
if  Print  didn't  go  with  him;  I  wouldn't  say  positively;  but  I  was  out 
in  the  canvass,  and  they  were  in  town,  and  when  1  came  home  they 
told  me  he  had  gone  up  to  Jackson  to  see  if  something  could  not  be 
done  about  it;  but  I  could  not  stiite  to  whom  they  applied. 

Q.  Was  it  a  notorious  fact  in  town  that  Frank  Hayes  and  wife  were 
shot  before  the  election  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  it  was  reported  they  were 
both  killed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  anything  was  ever  done  about  it! — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  it  was  reported  that  Daniel  Crump's  house 
was  burned  in  the  night. — ^A.  Ye^,  sir.    I  wai^  interested  in  Crump ;  he 
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wa8  a  castomer  of  mine,  and  be  came  in  and  reported  that  he  had  been 
barued  oat. 

Q.  Was  anything  done  abont  thatf — ^A.  No,  sir;  nothing  that  I  ever 
heard  of;  oh,  yes :  they  were  arrested,  bnt  I  don't  know  what  became 
of  tbc  case ;  I  had  him  go  and  make  an  affidavit  against  them. 

Q.  Tbey  were  arrested ;  did  anything  ever  come  from  itt— A.  I  think 
maybe  they  compromised  it  in  some  way ;  got  him  to  stop  it ;  at  any 
rate  there  was  nothing  done  about  it;  I  could  not  say  positively  what 
Wda  iloin»,  with  it. 

Q.  Was  there  an  Orange  Gatchings  whipped,  toot — A.  He  was  ram- 
med and  jammed  about ;  I  would  not  say  what. 

Q.  Aud  four  others  at  the  same  time! — A.  Yes;  three  or  four  the 
Bame  ui^ht ;  they  were  hunting  the  tickets  we  sent  out,  and  they  dragged 
them  alK>ut. 

Q.  Wliat  do  you  do  about  tickets;  how  do  you  get  your  tickets 
aroQiid  through  the  country  there  t — ^A.  They  have  them  printed,  and 
Beleci  certain  men  to  carry  them  there,  and  distribute  them,  and  not 
let  them  get  lost  or  destroyed,  generally  a  day  or  so  before  the  election. 

Q.  They  distribute  them  to  their  neighbors  so  that  they  may  have 
tickets  when  they  come  to  the  polls t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  or  on  the  day  of 
the  c](*ctioii  distribute  them. 

Q.  These  five  men  were  whipped  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  those 
tickets  they  had  t^ A.  That  is  what  they  say;  they  went  and  jerked 
them  around  and  asked  them  for  the  tickets,  and  I  think  Orange  (this 
\&  only  hearsay)  told  them  that  Bing  Sandifer  had  them,  and  they  went 
to  Bing  and  jerked  his  shoulder  out  of  place  in  the  scuffle  and  bruised 
him  about ;  1  don't  know  whether  they  clubbed  him  or  attacked  him 
^Ith  their  fists,  or  how  it  was,  but  they  hurt  his  shoulder,  making  him 
tell  where  the  tickets  were. 

Q.  Did  they  get  the  tickets! — ^A.  Yes,  sir :  I  think,  so. 

Q.  Weie  there  a  good  many  instances  of  tneir  thus  attempting  to  ob- 
tain the  tickets  that  had  been  sent  outt — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  one 
other  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  What  is  thatf — A,  In  the  neighborhood  of  Crystal  Springs,  at 
Galiman  precinct,  the  ticket  was  to  be  voted 

Mr.SAULSBURT.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  evidently  a  very  loose  method 
of  examination,  and  I  only  want  to  know  to  what  extent  it  is  to  go, 
whether  it  is  to  be  continued — this  mode  of  examination  as  to  rumors — or 
whether  the  witnesses  are  to  be  confined  to  matters  within  their  personal 
knowledge.  I  make  no  obiection  to  this  mode  of  procedure,  provided  it 
is  to  be  the  mode  of  procedure  to  be  continued  throughout  this  investi- 
gation. It  is  very  evident,  and  this  gentleman  states,  that  he  does  not 
know  alH)at  these  matters,  except  that  the  negroes  said  they  were 
whipped  and  jerked  about  to  make  them  give  up  the  tickets.  It  is  not 
a  matter  within  his  personal  knowledge,  but  he  is  giving  the  testimony 
as  hearsay  testimony.  If  that  is  to  be  continued  throughout  the  investi- 
gation, 1  have  no  objection.  If,  however,  it  is  to  be  indulged  in  at  pres- 
ent, and  finally  there  shall  be  a  resort  to  a  more  legal  mode  of  taking 
testimony,  I  shall  object  to  its  being  taken  at  the  present  time. 

The  Chairman.  I  suppose  the  present  fact  to  be  ascertained  is  the 
exiBtence  of  rumors  and  accounts  of  these  outrages  and  murders  con- 
nected with  political  movements  as  affecting  the  election.  Then  those 
tacts  ai-e  to  be  proved  afterwards  by  other  sources.  Of  course,  if 
they  ahould  end  there,  why  we  should  not  consider  that  anything  had 
been  proved. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  My  object  in  speaking  now  I  will  stat«  distinctly. 
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If  the  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution — ^if  T  may  use  that  term- 
are  allowed  to  indulge  in  hearsay  evidence  as  to  rumors  of  matters  which 
are  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in  Copiah  County — matters  of  which 
they  have  no  personal  knowledge — then  I  shall  claim  the  right,  as  I  sup- 
pose my  colleague  in  the  minority  will,  that  when  we  come  to  examine 
our  witnesses  on  our  side  of  the  question  we  shall  not  be  restricted  in 
the  examination  either.  I  want  a  distinct  understanding  now,  at  the 
start,  aa  to  the  mode  in  which  this  investigation  is  to  be  conducted.  I 
do  not  object  to  this  mode  of  investigation.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
the  gates  shall  be  wide  open  and  that  everything  shall  come  in,  whether 
based  upon  personal  knowledge  or  merely  hearsay  evidence;  but  I  want 
the  same  rule  applied  to  both  sides  of  this  investigation  that  is  indulged 
in  on  the  part  of  one.  I  state  thus  frankly  and  as  succinctly  as  I  can 
the  position  I  occupy  as  a  member  of  the  committee.  , 

The  Chaibman.  Speaking  only  for  myself,  I  suppose  the  same  rule 
will  be  applied  to  both  sides,  if  there  be  sides  in  the  investigation ;  but 
at  present  it  seems  to  me  it  is  within  the  scope  of  the  investigation  to 
learn  whether  there  was  a  reign  of  terror  in  that  county  to  an  extent 
which  would  affect  the  election,  growing  out  of  the  rumors  of  crime  of 
this  character  upon  the  persons  who  were  active  or  interested  on  one 
fiide,  and  that  is  the  fact  which,  so  far,  Mr.  Frye  has  put  in.  I  suppose 
any  fact  which  comes  within  the  same  principle,  no  matter  which  side  it 
affects,  would  be  received  by  the  committee, 

Mr.  Fbte.  I  do  not  mean,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  violate  even  the  rules  of 
evidence  which  prevail  in  the  examination  of  witnesses  before  com- 
mitters. I  asked  the  witness  if  certain  things  were  notorious  in  town — 
that  is,  if  there  was  notoriety  given  to  certain  things  in  town,  or  com- 
mon talk  that  such  and  such  things  had  happened.  The  witness  fttmkly 
stated,  in  every  instance,  where  he  had  personal  knowledge  and  where 
he  had  not.  Ide  did  not  disguise  an^'thing.  He  said  in  certain  cases  he 
had  no  personal  knowledge,  but  that  was  the  common  talk,  and  I  only 
intended  to  put  it  in  that  way ;  and  certainly,  speaking  for  myself,  I 
should  not  object  if  the  other  side  put  it  in  that  it  was  common  talk  in 
town  that  these  colored  men  beat  Democrats  to  get  their  tickets  away 
firom  them. 

The  Chaibman.  When  that  comes  up  we  will  consider  it.  Mr.  Mat- 
thews has  testified  to  one  fact  within  his  personal  knowledge;  that  is, 
that  his  brother  died,  and  that  he  died  suddenly  at  the  p^oUs^  that  he 
heard  a  gun  fired,  and  saw  his  brother  dead,  with  wounds  in  his  breast 
I  suppose  it  would  be  competent  if  some  other  person,  an  active  Eepub- 
lican,  who  did  not  see  that,  were  to  testify  that  he  heard  of  it  twenty 
minutes  after,  and  that  it  was  well  known  all  through  the  country,  and 
thereupon  there  were  no  Eepublican  votes  cast  at  that  election.  It 
does  not  prove  the  death  of  Mr.  Matthews  by  hearsay,  but  it  proves  the 
effect  of  that  death  upon  the  election,  and  indicates  whether  or  not  it 
was  a  mere  isolated  crime  like  crimes  committed  elsewhere,  or  whether 
it  was  a  crime  with  large  and  important  political  results.  I  suppose 
this  gentleman,  who  was  an  active  politician,  and  employed  men  to  cir- 
culate the  tickets  of  one  party,  and  who  says  it  was  reported  to  him  that 
those  persons  who  had  tickets  were  whipped  until  they  were  found  and 
taken  away  from  them;  that  that  information  coming  to  his  knowledge 
does  not  prove  the  fact,  but  the  fact  that  it  was  well  known  and  had 
contributed  to  the  reign  of  terror  in  the  county  which  affected  this  elec- 
tion is  the  point  at  present. 
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ByMr.  Fbyb: 

Q.  Please  state  whether  or  not  there  was  also  talk  in  the  community 
of  an  assault  on  Dave  Bell,  a  Bepnblican  inspector. — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  I  have 
heflffd  that 

Q.  And  also  an  assault  at  night  on  Solomon  Smith  f — A.  Yes ;  I  have 
heari  of  the  assault  on  Solomon  Smith. 

Q.  And  on  Napoleon  Demarst— A.  I  might  have  heard  of  that;  I 
did  not  have  any  personal  knowledge  of  it ;  I  do  not  recollect  as  to  that. 
I  sappose,  maybe,  I  have  heard  of  it,  but  I  do  not  recollect,  there  are  so 
many  of  them. 

Q.  At  Hazlehurst  did  men  appear  armed  on  election  day  t — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  saw  plenty  of  arms. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  Bepublicans  armed  that  you  sawt — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  "know  how  it  was  at  Tailholt  precinct;  whether  they  car- 
ried arms  there  or  nott — ^A.  Nothing,  only  I  have  heard  that  they  had 
goDS  there. 

Q.  Now,  what  was  the  effect;  were  there  other  cases  of  assault  aud 
hei^g  and  shooting  that  were  current  in  the  community  before  the 
dectiont— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Witness,  what  was  the  effect  on  the  day  of  election  of 
1^  tiiese  rumors;  what  was  the  effect  on  the  colored  people  t — ^A.  Well, 
sir,  they  just  scared  them  into  the  woods  some  time  before  the  election. 
They  did  not  sleep  in  their  houses;  they  lay  out.  Some  ventured  to 
the  poUs  and  some  did  not;  some  went  to  tiie  polls  and  did  not  vote; 
were  sciured  off. 

Q.  You  have  been  there  at  prior  elections  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  not  the  colored  men,  as  a  rule,  when  it  is  peaceable,  evince  a 
demre  to  votet — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  always  vote,  or  heretofore  have. 

Q.  What  ticket  do  they  vote? — ^A.  They  vote  the  Bepnblican  ticket. 
Dearly  all  of  them,  in  Gopiah  County. 

Q.  Are  there  any  Democratic  colored  men  amongst  themt — ^A.  There 
are  two  or  three  who  claim  to  be  Democrats.  I  do  not  think  there  was 
in  thiB  ]ast  election  more  than  four ;  there  might  have  been  possibly, 
hot  Dot  more  than  three  or  four  or  Hve  noted  ones.  They  might  have 
been  induced  to  vote,  or  hired  in  some  way,  and  voted  secretly,  but 
there  are  no  public  Democratic  colored  people.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  votes  they  cast;  1  could  not  say,  because  I  do  not  know  how 
numy  colored  people  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  I  know  there 
were  only  three  or  four  in  the  county  who  were  thought  to  be  Demo- 
crats. 

Q.  Have  you  any  papers  here  which  show  just  the  vote  on  that  day 
in  Copiah  County  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  the  year  before f — A.  No,  sir;  not  here;  I  suppose  I  might 
find  tbem  by  looking  them  up. 

Q.  The  term  "beat'^  has  been  used  two  or  three  times.  What  is  a 
beat!— A.  Well,  we  have  got  five  supervisors'  districts ;  the  country  is 
divided  into  five  districts,  called  beats  1 , 2, 3, 4,  and  6,  and  beat  3  is  where 
the  most  of  these  outrages  were  committed ;  that  beat  was  largely  Re- 
pnblican ;  the  raids  were  made  mostly  in  beat  3. 

Q.  What  are  the  election  oflBcers  in  a  beat;  you  have  a  supervisor! — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  how  raauy  rnsi>ectors  do  you  have  at  each  precinct  on  elec- 
tion day  ! — A.  On  election  day  they  have  three  inspectors  at  each  poll- 
ing: place. 

Q.  And  51  supervisor  iit  each  beat ! — A.  The  supervisors  are  for  the 
ei)uuty  at  large,  these  live  supervisors;  like  the  legislators,  for  instance. 
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Q  And  in  each  beat  there  are  several  polling  places  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  How  manv  members  are  there  of  yoor  fiimily  in  Copiah  Goonty, 
who  are  voters  T — A.  Five. 

Q.  Including  your  brother  who  was  killed! — A.  No,  sir;  six  with 
him.    One  moment;  I  will  have  to  count.    Yes,  six,  including  my  fiather. 

Q.  Have  you  a  large  family  besides,  therein  the  county,  besides  your 
brothers,  father,  and  immediate  relatives,  and  so  ont — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
hsLVQ  only  got  one  relative,  I  believe,  in  the  county,  on  my  father's  side. 

Q.  Were  you  all  present  in  Hazlehurst  on  the  day  of  the  eleeticmf — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  there,  weren't  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  there. 

Q.  And  your  brother  who  was  killed  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  some  of  the  other  members  of  your  family,  who  were  voters! 
— A.  Two  others. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  no  Republican,  to  your  knowledge,  was  armed 
on  the  day  of  the  election.  Was  not  your  brother  armed  t — ^A.  Well, 
no  man  had  a  gun. 

Q.  You  said  arms.  I  was  going  to  ask  you,  were  you  armed  on  that 
day  t — ^A.  I  mean  guns.    I  do  not  know  what  a  man  has  under  his  coat. 

Q.  Had  you  arms  in  yourst — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  pistol. 

Q.  Had  you  any  other  arms  besides  a  pistol? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  brother  who  was  killed  armed t — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  a 
pistol  on  him;  I  think  they  found  a  pistol  on  the  floor  after  he  fell. 

Q.  Had  he  any  other  arms  about  him  t — ^A.  No,  sir.  He  might  have 
had  a  pocket  knife. 

Q.  Were  any  other  Bepublicans  armed  to  your  knowledge,  arms 
meaning  pistols  as  well  as  gunst — A.  They  had  pistols. 

Q.  Did  any  of  them  have  knives  besides  t — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  off 
except  pocket-knives. 

Q.  These  outrages  and  whippings  you  speak  of  you  say  you  learned 
by  hearsay.  You  did  not  see  any  of  those  whippings  inflict^,  did  you  t — 
A.  No^ir.    I  saw  some  gross  outrages. 

Q.  Well,  I  am  speaking  of  these  whippings  and  these  searchings  fo^ 
tickets  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  that  all  from  hearsay  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  these  tickets  were  taken  from  these  people 
of  your  own  personal  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir;  only  from  hearsay.  I 
know  they  didn't  vote  them  that  day.  Our  candidates  were  there  and 
could  not  find  their  tickets;  they  had  taken  them  away,  and  they  went 
from  one  precinct  to  another  to  get  tickets  and  went  back. 

Q.  What  candidate  was  that? — ^A.  That  was  Mr.  Enochs. 

Q.  What  was  he  running  for! — ^A.  For  chancery  clerk. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  public  meeting  which  passed  these  res* 
olutions  to  which  you  have  alluded? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  that  meeting  except  from  what  you  saw  in 
the  public  prints  ?— A.  That  is  all,  and  what  I  hear. 

Q.  The  minority  of  the  testimony  you  have  given  is  to  outrages  com- 
mitted by  men,  and  bodies  of  men,  armed,  throughout  the  country.  That 
is  given  from  hearsay,  is  it  not  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  the  biggest  evidence  is  I 
saw  the  dead  body  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  man  killed  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  saw  the  blood  on  his* 
body.  . 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  whipped? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  saw  nobody  killed 
or  whipped. 
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Q.  And  none  of  these  oatrages  were  committed  in  your  presence  t — 
A.  No,  sir;  except  fcdlows  on  the  highway  with  guns,  hollowing  and 
making  all  sorts  of  noises. 

Q.  How  often  did  yon  meet  those  men  on  the  highway  t — ^A.  I  saw 
them  in  Hazl^urst  the  day  before  the  election,  parting  the  streets. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  political  meeting  there  tnat  day  t — ^A.  Not  that  I 
know  of 

Q.  Was  that  tiie  day  M^jor  Barksdale  addressed  the  people  t— A. 
TeSySir. 

Q.  There  was  a  political  meeting  therci  then  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose 
theiewas. 
Q.  And  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress,  was  he  not? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  he  spoke  there  that  day  t— A.  Yes,  sir.    I  don't  recollect  his 
bemg  advertised. 
Q.  But  there  was  a  political  meeting  f~ A.  Yes^  sir. 
Q.  On  what  other  occasion  did  you  see  them  in  any  number  riding 
aboat  the  country  and  terrorizing  the  country,  armed  men.  at  night  or 

day,  in  large  bodies  t — ^A.  I  never  saw  them  before  then.    In  187& 

Q.  We  are  not  speaking  of  1875 ;  we  are  investigating  this  matter. — 
A  I  do  not  know  that  I  saw  them  only  that  day  and  night. 

Q.  Well,  tiie  day  and  night  you  allude  to  is  the  day  and  night  before 
the  election  f — ^A.  Yes.  Well,  I  did  not  see  them  at  night  either;  I  only 
beard  their  horses. 

Q.  Then  you  only  saw  them  in  Hazlehurst  on  the  day  before  the  elec- 
tion f— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  might  possibly  have  seen  them  ride  out  of  town 
bef(^  that  several  times.  I  was  not  about  town  much,  though ;  I  was 
inthe  country  ^ectioneering. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  meet  them  in  the  country  t — A.  No,  sir ;  my  canvass 
was  about  over  before  l^at. 

Q.  Did  they  trouble  or  disturb  you  at  allt — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  made 
me  feel  bad. 
Q.  Did  they  trouble  you  or  offer  you  any  violence! — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  they  stop  you  on  the  road  ! — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  they  interfere  with  your  canvass  by  violence,  or  outrage,  or 
mtimidationt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  when  and  where. — ^A.  Well,  we  had  a  man  to  canvass  for  us 
and  they  stopped  him  and  went  to  his  house.    That  is  hearsay,  too. 

Q.  But  I  am  speaking  of  youroelf  t — ^A.  They  scared  him  out  of  the 
eonntry,  and  would  not  allow  them  to  go  in  the  neighborhoods  where  we 
expected  colored  support. 

Q.  Ton  made  an  accurate  canvass  in  that  whole  county  yourself  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  best  I  could;  and  had  these  other  men  do  it. 
Q.  Ton  rode  over  it  yourself  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  much. 
Q.  Did  you  go  through  every  beatt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  How  long  were  you  engaged  in  that  canvasst — A.  Three  or  four 
or  five  weeks. 

Q.  Daring  that  time  did  you  meet  any  of  these  bands  of  armed  men  t 
—A  I  met  parties  belonging  to  the  armed  men. 

Q.  Did  yourself  meet  these  bodies  of  armed  men  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  be- 
eaose  I  was  not  in  the  country  much.  They  only  started  a  short  time 
before  the  election.  I  was  in  one  part  of  the  county  where  they  were 
riding  on  one  Thursday  before  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis ;  and  Saturday 
I  happened  there  and  saw  his  corpse,  but  I  did  not  meet  them.  That 
was  done  at  night. 

Q.  But  was  any  outrage  or  violence  ever  offered  to  you  f — A.  No, 
air. 
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Q.  Was  any  offered  to  your  brother  before  this  a£Eur  in  which  be  waa 
killed  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  to  your  father,  or  any  of  that  family t — ^A.  No.  sir;  nothingr 
more  than  these  drop  letters  and  mmors.  We  coold  hear  plenty  of 
mmors  abont  what  this  man  or  that  man  woald  say. 

Q.  Yon  say  drop  letters.  Do  yon  know  who  those  letters  came  from  f 
— ^A.  They  were  signed  ^^  150.'^ 

Q.  Y on  do  not  know  the  handwriting.  There  were  no  names  attached 
to  that,  were  there  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  anonymous  letters  dropped  in  thepostoffloet — A.  Yes, 
sir,  but  of  the  same  tone  as  those  that  did  have  names,  though,  and 
delivered  by  the  parties. 

Q.  What  letters  had  names  that  were  delivered  by  the  parties! — 
Well,  I  do  not  know  that  there  were  any  names.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  was  a  name  to  that  document  or  not,  but  I  know  it  was  delivered 
by  a  member  of  the  club. 

Q.  You  have  not  mentioned  any  letters  signed  by  name! — ^A.  WeDL, 
those  resolutions  I  am  speaking  of. 

Q.  But  they  are  not  letters.  The  resolution  is  another  thing.  None 
of  these  letters  you  received  were  signed  by  themt — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  about  in  Hazlehurst  the  day  of  the  election  t — ^A.  YeB, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  trouble  or  molest  yout — ^A.  Well,  as  soon  as  the 
murder  occurred  I  was  not  on  the  streets. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  Hazlehurst  since t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Conducting  your  business — carrying  it  on! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  troubled  or  molested  since! — A.  No,  sir;  but  I 
was  warned  to  be  careful,  and  I  have  been  careful. 

Q.  Has  any  violence  or  outrage  been  offered  to  your  flBunily! — ^A.  I 
do  not  know  whether  you  would  call  it  an  outrage  or  what  it  was.  My 
sister  went  down  to  the  train  one  night  to  meet  another  sister,  and  there 
were  men  in  masks,  with  great  long&lse  whiskers,  there,  and  they  shined 
the  lamp  around  there  at  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  they  are! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  say  any  thing! — ^A.  I  think  they^  maybe,  grunted  or  blated 
like  a  wolf  or  something ;  made  a  peculiar  noise. 

Q.  You  are  still  carrying  on  business  in  Hazlehurst! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chaibman.  It  might  be  convenient  to  put  in  the  census  state- 
ment of  the  population  of  these  beata,  &c.  I  will  read  it,  and  would 
like  to  have  the  stenographer  take  it  down.  The  census  of  1880  shows 
the  population  of  Ck>piah  County  to  be  27,552 : 

Beat  No.  1,  inolnding  Hazlehurst  town,  in  1880  contained 7,518 

Hazlehurst  town  itself 463 

Beat  No.  2 — 5,623 

That  is  made  up  of  Beaoregard  town,  peculation 517 

Wesson  town 1,707 

BeatNo.3 3,889 

Beat  No.  4 4,171 

Beat  No.  5  (which  inclndes  Crystal  Springs  Tillage) 6,458 

Crystal  Springs  village  itself 915 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Q.  What  is  the  occapation  of  the  people  of  Copiah  County  outside  of 
these  villages  1 — A.  They  are  farmers  principally.  They  raise  cotton 
mostly. 

Q.  What  is  the  occupation  of  the  people  of  the  town  of  Hazlehurst  t — 
A.  It  is  like  all  other  towns.  There  are  some  business  men  there,  and 
there  is  a  heap  of  loafers;  and  there  are  merchants  and  lawyers. 
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Q.  There  is  no  maniifactariDgt — A.  ISo,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Hazlehorst  the  oounty  seat;  is  the  coart-hoase  there t — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  I  understand  from  Mr.  Jonas  that  the  town  of  Beanregard  has 
been  destroyed  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  Wesson,  a  manufacturing  townf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  a 
mannfacturing  town;  cotton  and  wool. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Q.  In  giving  the  names  of  these  people  where  outrages  were  rumored; 
state  whether  or  not  they  were  all  Bepublicans,  that  is,  opposed  to  the 
Democratic  party. 

The  Witness.  Those  that  were  outraged  f 

Mr.  Fbye.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  all  Republicans. 

Q.  You  may  also  state  whether  or  not  the  men  in  the  organized  com- 
pany, so  far  as  you  knew  them,  were  Democrats. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
were. 

John  Meredith  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Question.  You  are  the  son  of  Mr.  Print  Matthews  t — Answer.  Yw, 
sir. 

Q.  How  old  are  yout — ^A.  I  will  be  twenty-one  in  June. 

Q.  Where  are  you  living  now  t — ^A.  In  Oxford,  Miss. 

Q.  Are  you  in  college  there! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  your  brother  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  brother's  name  Y — ^A.  Simon  Suggs  Matthews. 

Q.  Is  your  mother  there,  and  your  two  sisters  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  are  living  there! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  last  November  election  were  you  at  Hazle- 
horst t— A.  I  was  there  Saturday  and  Sunday  before  the  election;  1 
came  from  college  down  there. 

Q.  At  your  fether's  house! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  when  did  you  leave;  Sunday  night! — A.  Yes,  sir;  Sunday 
evening. 

Q.  For  Oxford!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  you  there  again  ! — A.  When  I  was  telegraphed  for 
after  £»ther  was  killed. 

Q.  When  did  you  arrive  ! — A.  At  1  o'clock  at  night. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  committee  what  passed  under  your  observation 
ihBt  Saturday  and  Sunday  that  you  were  at  your  father's  house. — ^A. 
Well,  when  Dr.  Barlow  asked  my  father  to  go  with  him,  with  this  peti- 
tion of  sixty  men  from  beat  3,  to  Hargrave,  asking  for  protection,  he 
weat,  and  I  went  along  with  him. 

Q.  You  are  speaking  of  the  petition  that  Mr.  Matthews  spoke  of,  the 
former  witness,  as  being  signed  by  sixty  or  eighty  men  asking  for  pro- 
tection for  the  people! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  with  Dr.  Barlow  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  took  place. — ^A.  They  asked  Hargrave  for  protection 
of  the  people,  and  I  believe  told  him  that  if  he  could  not  get  anybody 
to  go  out  there,  if  they  would  deputize  those  sixty  men,  that  they 
would  protect  themselves  if  authorized  to  do  it,  and  they  would  stop  it. 
He  said  he  could  not  do  anything  without  affidavits  were  made,  and  an 
hour  or  so  passed  in  conversation  there  in  the  town,  and  they  went  down 
to  the  drug  store;  the  mayor  of  the  town  was  a  druggist  there,  also. 
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Q.  What  was  the  mayor's  namet — ^A.  Williamson.  But  in  the  mean 
time  my  uade  came  in  £rom  the  country.  He  had  a  store  oat  <m  his 
plantation,  and  he  broaght  some  shot  that  he  had  picked  np  there  that 
they  had  shot  throngh  his  house  the  night  before,  and  he  also  broaght 
a  resolution  that  two  men  came  back  the  next  morning  and  handed  him, 
and  which  affiled  to  himself  and  all  the  family,  women  and  children. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  resolution  Y — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  read  it.  I  doa't  re- 
member the  substance  of  it  now ;  I  believe,  though,  it  is  here  some- 
where 'j  I  don't  know  whether  they  have  it  or  not.  But  Barlow  and 
these  other  one  or  two  men  that  came  with  him,  also  my  uncle,  made 
out  affidavits  against  what  men  they  knew  that  were  in  the  mob,  and 
Mr.  Williamson  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  to  be  arrested. 

Q.  Now  wait  a  moment.  Do  you  know  how  many  they  made  oat 
the  warrants  against  f — A.  I  do  not,  but  they  had  several,  a  good  many, 
all  that  they  knew. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  names  f — ^A.  I  know  that  they  made  tfaem 
out  against — I  heard  them  calling  over  the  names — Frank  Thompson, 
and  a  fellow  named  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  Bailey,  and  I  do  not  know  who 
else.    I  heard  the  names  at  the  time,  but  I  do  not  remember  now. 

Q.  These  warrants  were  given  to  the  sheriff  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  took  place! — ^A.  I  asked  the  mayor  about  them  and  he 
told  me  they  were  never  served  nor  never  returned  to  him;  they  w^e 
not  returned  served  or  unserved.  We  were  occupied  there  at  the  drog 
store  until  about  half  past  eight  o'clock  at  night.  We  started  to  the 
house  and  we  met  a  negro  man,  and  he  called  pa  off  and  had  a  talk  witli 
him,  and  as  we  walked  on,  pa  said  that  he  had  just  overheard  a  conversa- 
tion of  Mr.  Meade  and  several  others ;  that  they  had  fixed  to  i^point  him 
to  go  out  and  arrest  these  men  and  would  send  other  parties  sdong  that 
would  kill  him  before  he  got  there :  that  he  would  never  come  back 
alive.  But  we  didn't  give  much  credit  to  the  report,  and  while  we  were 
sitting  down  to  supper  these  men  came  to  the  gate. 

Q.  Who  were  they  t — A.  Mr.  Hargrave  and  his  deputy,  Mr.  Lowe, 
and  Mr.  Meade. 

Q.  Meade  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  was 
he  nott— A.  Yes,  sir.  Pa  did  not  go  out  at  first ;  he  waited,  I  b^eve, 
until  he  got  through  supper.  But  I  was  out  there  when  he  came  oat; 
I  do  not  remember  whether  I  was  the  first  one  that  went  out  or  not ;  I 
do  not  remember;  but  I  was  there  when  he  came  out.  Mr.  Hargrave 
told  him  that  he  had  concluded  to  deputize  him  to  go  out  and  arrest 
this  mob ;  that  he  was  an  old  sheriff  and  understood  the  business,  and 
he  thought  he  was  the  proper  man  to  do  it.  Pa  told  him  that  not  a 
half  hour  before  that  he  had  been  informed  of  a  plan  that  Mr.  Meade 
and  others  had  fixed  upon  to  assassinate  him.  I  think  he  told  them 
that  if  they  were  going  to  murder  him  they  might  just  as  well  come 
there  and  murder  him  as  to  get  him  off  there  and  assassinate  him ;  and 
my  uncle,  the  witness  last  on  the  stand,  invited  him  in  the  parlor,  and 
they  went  in  there,  and  there  were  three  letters  read,  drop  letters.  I 
do  not  know  whether  they  were  dropped  in  the  post-office  or  not,  but  I 
heard  the  letters  read. 

Q.  Threatening  your  father? — A.  Yes,  sir;  one  was  signed  <<150,'' 
and,  I  think,  one  '^  Citizens,"  and  I  do  not  know  what  the  other  was 
signed,  probably  ^'  X "  or  something.  Hargrave  and  all  disclaimed 
knowing  anything  about  it,  as  a  matter  of  course ;  they  went  along  out, 
and  the  next  morning  was  Sunday  morning ;  part  of  the  mob  came  in 
town  Saturday  night,  and  I  suppose  they  were  there  Sundi^'  morning; 
I  know  they  went  back,  for  I  saw  many  going  back  on  horses  and  mules 
with  their  shotguns  on  Sunday  morning ;  some  of  the  crowd,  I  know 
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that  wanantB  had  beeo  issaed  for  their  arrest  and  placed  in  the  sheriff's 
hands  the  nirht  before,  and  it  was  generally  anderstood,  and  I  heard, 
that  he  had  deputized  these  men  to  go  out  after  the  others — the  very 
vien  that  i^davits  has  been  made  ont  against. 

Q.  The  men  against  whom  warrants  had  been  made  ont  had  been 
d^atised  by  him  to  go  and  stop  the  others  t — ^A.  Tes,  sir.  The  reason 
why  I  was  there  was  I  got  a  leave  of  absence  from  college  to  attend  the 
8ti^  fair;  one  of  the  professors  went  with  me,  and  I  wrote  him  that 
we  wonld  spend  Sunday  home ;  come  down  Sunday  morning  on  the  mail 
tram,  which  gets  there  at  5  c^doc^;  bnt  we  got  to  Jackson  Thursday 
Dight  and  spent  Friday  in  Jackson,  and  I  was  in  conversation  with 
Judge  Wharton,  the  circuit  judge  of  that  judicial  district 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  leading  Democrat  there  t — ^A.  I  dont  know  whether  he 
leads  mudi ;  yes,  he  might  be  a  leader  there  too ;  he  leads  what  he  can : 
he  gave  me  to  understand  in  an  hour  and  a  hajrs  conversation  I  had 
with  him,  that  there  was  going  to-  be  trouble  in  Copiah  County,  and  that 
it  was  gom^  to  be  pretty  bad,  and  that  it  would  either  take  place  the 
next  day,which  was  Saturday,  orontheday  of  election;  so  I  didn't  wait  for 
fiooday :  I  went  home  that  night ;  I  had  promised  the  chancellor  to  be 
\mk  on  Monday  for  recit^ation,  and  pa  insisted  that  I  should  go  back  on 
SoDday  evening ;  I  asked  him  to  let  me  stay  and  he  said  no,  he  did  not 
thiok  there  was  going  to  be  anything ;  that  he  had  sort  of  expected  it, 
hot  he  thought  if  there  had  been  anything  it  would  have  been  Satur- 
day. Hethoughteverythingwouldgoon  smoothly;  he  did  not  think  th^ 
wcmld  try  to  do  anything,  though  he  concluded  to  go  with  me  to  Jack- 
son and  see  Mr.  Lowry,  the  governor ;  the  sheriff  had  refosed  to  give 
assistance  and  he  went  to  Jackson,  so  he  told  me,  and  applied  to  the 
governor  for  protection.  I  left  him  at  Jackson  and  went  on ;  I  received 
a  td^^m  Tuesday  afterwards,  about  12  o'clock. 

Q.  Of  the  death  of  your  father  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  then  I  went  down ;  the 
^ecretaiy  of  state  was  on  the  train,  and  when  we  got  on  and  he  got  off^ 
there  were  about  twenty  boys  down  to  the  train  with  him,  and  he  step- 
ped off  and  asked  one  of  the  boys  what  we  were  going  home  for,  and  he 
told  him,  and  then  he  told  me  that  from  what  was  said  he  knew  it  would 
be  done,  although  he  had  not  hei^  of  it,  but  he  knew  it  would  be  done 
that  day. 

Q.  That  was  the  secretary  of  state t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  secretary  of 
.state,  Mr.  Myers.  I  was  sitting  in  the  car  at  Jackson,  and  there  was  a 
pretty  good  crowd  got  on  the  train,  and  there  were  tliree  men  walked 
through  the  car  (I  do  not  know  that  they  were  in  uniform),  but  one  had 
a  sword  buckled  around  him,  and  all  bad  guns ;  one  was  named  Bobin- 
son  (a  young  man),  one  named  McDaniel,  and  the  other  G^eral  or  Colonel 
Powell,  I  do  not  kiiow  which ;  bnt  just  before  we  got  to  Crystal  Springs 
Mr.  McDaniel  came  through  the  car  and  told  me  that  his  lieutenant 
would  like  to  see  me  in  the  baggage  car.  I  told  him  to  tell  his  lieuten- 
ant if  he  wanted  to  see  me  I  was  in  that  car.  Id  a  few  minutes  the 
three  men  came  into  the  car  where  I  was  and  said  that  they  had  been 
sent  down  by  the  Gk)vemment  with  guns  and  ammunition  to  preserve 
tiie  peace,  and  one  thing  and  the  other,  and  offered  their  assistance, 
their  protection,  to  me.  I  told  them  I  didn't  think  it  was  necessary, 
and  besides,  if  it  was,  I  did  not  think  the  assistance  they  would  give 
would  be  of  any  benefit  to  me,  or  acceptable.  At  Crystal  Springs  Mr» 
Jordan,  one  of  the  Democratic  bulldozers,  came  in  the  car  and  took  a 
seat  by  me;  he  is  marshal  of  Crystal  Springs;  he  told  me  that  he  had 
jost  come  from  Hazlehurst  on  the  train  they  met  there,  t^at  he  had  just 
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come  up  to  meet  me^  and  he  broached  the  subject  and  commenced  talk- 
ing about  the  murder,  that  it  was  a  great  outrage^  and  all  this  kind  of 
thing,  to  start  out  on ;  and  he  asked  what  I  proposed  to  do  aboat  it.  I 
told  him  that  I  didn't  know  if  I  could  do  anything ;  that  I  did  not  know. 
Then  he  said,  <^  Well,  by  Ood,  you  need  not  kick ;  you  can't  do  a  damned 
thing  now."  I  told  him  that  pix)bably  I  could  not,  but  that  every  dog 
had  his  day,  sooner  or  later.  About  that  time  young  Mayes  and  young 
Ware  came  in  the  car  and  told  me  they  had  come  up  to  meet  me,  and 
understood  that  Wheeler,  Hart,  Bailey,  and  the  crowd  were  to  meet  my 
brother  and  myself  at  the  train  and  have  a  fuss  and  probably  kill  us, 
and  that  they  had  come  up  on  the  train.  We  got  to  Hazlehurst  and  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Wheat,  one  of  the  professors  of  Greek  at  the  university, 
came  down  with  us,  and  my  brother  was  with  her,  and  I  was  with  tibese 
two  young  men  and  we  passed  through  the  crowd.  They  did  not  say 
anything  to  me,  neither  did  I  to  them.  They  seemed  to  be  employed  in 
unloading  their  guns. 

Q.  They  had  their  guns,  did  they  t^-A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  their  guns. 
Then  Wednesday  the  band  was  playing  on  the  street  and  the  cannon 
shot  once  I  know,  if  not  more. 

Q.  That  was  after  your  father  was  killed  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  had 
speaking. 

By  the  Ghaibsian: 
Q.  Your  father  was  killed  Tuesday  and  this  was  on  Wednesday  t — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  they  had  speaking;  I  do  not  think  it  was  in  the  court-house; 
I  think  it  was  in  the  street,  probably  on  the  gallery  over  the  bank.  I 
know  it  was  not  in  the  court-house,  because  I  could  hear  the  speaking 
distinctly  fh)m  that  house,  that  is,  his  voice,  and  the  hollowing  and  yell- 
ing and  everything  of  that  kind,  the  shooting  of  cannons,  the  playing 
of  the  band,  and  the  marching  ai'ound.  And  they  held  a  mass  meeting 
that  day :  I  was  not  there  and  do  not  know  what  they  did,  only  what 
was  handed  me.  They  did  not  bury  the  corpse  though  until  Thursday; 
it  was  impossible  to  get  the  vault  finished,  and  the  workmen  were  afraid 
to  work  at  night;  they  just  worked  in  the  day-time. 

By  Mr.  Pb YE: 
Q.  They  were  afiraid  to  work  at  night  you  say  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  And 
Thursday — well,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  night,  and  Wednesday  all 
day,  nearly  eveiybody  was  going  all  over  the  streets  all  day  and  all 
night  with  their  guns.  You  could  see  them  at  any  time  of  night  or  day 
that  you  wanted  to.  I  heard  they  kept  the  roads  guarded,  but  I  do  not 
know  how  true  that  is.  I  heard  that  they  kept  the  roads  guarded  and 
turned  back  a  good  many  of  our  friends  who  wanted  to  come  in ;  but 
there  were  many  of  them  came  through  the  woods  though,  and  slipped 
in.  Then,  just  as  I  stepped  out  of  the  carriage  on  returning  from  the 
burial,  and  before  they  had  all  returned,  a  man  named  Jehu  Butler 
walked  up  to  the  fence  and  called  me  out,  and  went  on  to  .say  that  he 
hoped  that  I  would  not  think  hard  of  him  of  what  he  had  done,  &c  He 
had  these  resolutions  in  his  hand  and  said  they  were  sent  there ;  that 
the  mass  meeting  had  appointed  four  from  each  supervisor's  district, 
making  twenty  from  the  five  districts,  or  beats  rather,  to  deliver  these  the 
day  before,  whUe  the  corpse  was  in  the  house;  but  he  told  them  that 
rather  than  to  do  that  (he  was  on  good  terms  with  the  family)  he  would 
volunteer  and  bring  them  the  next  day  alter  the  burial  if  they  would 
do  that,  and  I  believe,  after  several  men  insisting  on  it,  he  said  two  or 
three  men  got  them  to  do  the  same  thing,  to  postpone  it  until  after  the 
burial;  I  think  Dr.  Uatis  for  one;  and  they  concluded  to  let  him 
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hriDg  them  the  next  day,  and  he  handed  them  to  me  aa  soon  as  I  re- 
turned from  the  burial.  1  Btaid  there  about  a  week,  I  believe,  and  day 
and  night  this  same  thing,  shot-guns  all  over  town,  night  and  day,  and 
they  were  there  when  I  left. 

Q.  Have  you  got  a  copy  of  those  resolutions  t — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I 
have  them  with  me.  My  trunk  did  not  get  here,  and  I  think  they  are^ 
3dl  in  my  trunk. 

Q.  The  former  witness  referred  to  several  different  resolutions  in 
the  course  of  his  testimony.  There  was  a  resolution  sent  to  Mr.  Mat- 
thews prior  to  election  day,  but  these  resolutions  now  referred  to  are 
&e  resolutions  sent  after  tiie  death  of  your  father,  and  delivered  to  you 
by  this  gentleman.  Please  look  and  see  if  those  are  the  resolutions  to 
which  you  refer  [handing  the  witness  a  paper]. — ^A.  les,  sir;  I  think 
they  are. 

Q.  Mr.  Fbte.  Will  you  please  read  themt 

The  witness  read  as  follows : 

WheTeas  certain  minors  are  current  that  the  relatives  of  the  late  J.  P.  Matthews 
haTe  threatened  the  peace  of  society,  in  order  to  avenge  his  death,  hy  killing  Demo- 
ctftU  and  destroyinff  their  pioperty;  Now,  therefore, 

B€  it  re$olvtd  oy  ike  P^om  of  CoptoA  County  in  mats-meeUng  asBembled  ihi$  day,  at  the 
wai'kouBe  of  aaid  county,  Thtkt  if  any  person  shall  he  injured,  or  an  attempt  made  to 
injure  him,  either  in  penon  or  in  property,  in  any  manner,  hy  the  said  relatives  or 
foends  of  said  J.  P.  Matthews,  that  we  hereby  declare  that  we  wiU  hold  his  said  rela- 
tives aud  friends  who  participate  accountable  for  the  same,  and  that  we  will  re|^rd 
them  aa  without  the  pale  and  protection  of  the  law  and  common  enemies  of  society, 
and  that  we  will  visit  upon  them  certain,  swift  retribution. 

Bt  UfMrtkfr  rtwlvod,  That  so  long  as  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  said  J.  P.  Mat- 
thews obey  the  laws  and  become  good  citizens,  we  hereby  pledge  them  the  protection 
oftheUw. 

Bnofvcd  fmrther.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is  necessary  to  the  sitfety  of 
•odety  and  the  welfare  of  all  races  and  classes  in  this  county  that  the  Matthews 
family  shall  keep  out  of  politics  in  Copiah  County. 

Rmlved  further,  That  mmi  henceforth  no  man  or  set  of  men  shaU  organize  the  negro 
nee  against  the  whites  in  this  county,  and  if  it  shall  be  attempted  in  the  fhture,  we 
hereby  give  notice  that  it  shaU  be  at  the  peril  of  the  person  or  persons  attempting  so 
to  do. 

Bmfeed,  That  we  do  hereby  pledge  ourselves,  each  to  the  other,  our  lives  and  for- 
toiMs  and  our  sacred  honor,  that  we  will,  all  and  individually,  from  henceforth,  hold 
oueelTea  in  readiness  to  enforce  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  to  meet  at  any  time 
npoD  the  call  of  the  chairman  of  this  meeting. 

Betolved,  That  a  committee  of  twenty-four  from  each  supervisor's  district  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  to  present  a  copy  of  theee  resolutions  to  the  brothers  and  sons  of 
the  late  J.  P.  Matthews,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  Copiah  Signal  and  the 
CiTBtal  Springs  Meteor. 

BetoMl  hy  Me  dtigene  of  Copiak  County  in  man  meeting  aeeembled,  That  the  honors 
heretofore  worn,  and  worthily  so,  by  beat  Ko.  2,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  awarded 
to  beat  No.  3. 

Be  U  further  reeoived,  That  this  resolution  is  by  no  means  Intended  to  reflect  upon  the 
past  sDd  present  servioee  of  beat  No.  2,  but  to  uiow  our  appreciation  of  the  result  of 
the  election  of  the  ticket  in  beat  Ko.  3. 

It  italeo  reeoived.  That  the  clubs  continue  their  organizations,  and  consider  them- 
selves not  disbanded,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairmian  of  the  Democratic  executive 
eommittee. 

Beeohfed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  extended  to  the  Hazlehurst  brass  band 
for  their  services  on  this  occasion. 

f  J.  L.  MEADE, 

Ckaimum, 

J186B  Thompson,  Jr., 

C.  J.  Allen, 

Secretariee, 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 
Q*  Mr.  Meade  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee,  was  he  ti— 
A.  Yes,  air. 
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Q.  Who  were  these  secretaries,  Democrats  and  white  ment— A.  Tea, 
sir. 

Q.  Men  of  fiur  standing  in  society  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  sappose  so. 

Q.  Beat  No.  3  was  the  beat  in  which  your  father  was  killed,  was  itf — 
A.  No,  sir;  he  was  killed  in  beat  No.  1.  Beat  No.  3  is  a  great  B^mb- 
lican  beat.  There  are  abont  three  to  one  Bepublican  votes  or  Independ- 
ent votes  more  than  Democratic  votes. 

Q.  Three  to  onet — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  probably  more  than  that. 

Q.  Was  it  carried  Democratic  at  this  last  election  t*-A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  reason  that  he  wants  them  transferred  to  beat 
3  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Beat  No.  2,  which  had  borne  the  honors  np  to  that  time,  what  was 
that  t — A.  Wesson  is  in  beat  No.  2,  and  I  think  that  old  Oliver — I  know 
he  does,  if  one  of  those  operatives  refuses  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket 
they  will  discharge  him.    I  know  they  did  it  once. 

Q.  So  that  that  beat  is  Democratic  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  has  worn  the  honors  as  the  Democratic  beat  t — Jl»  Xes, 
sir. 

Q.  I  simply  wanted  to  know  whether  beat  No.  2  was  a  Democratic 
beat. — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  a  Democratic  beat. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  facts  within  yoor  knowledge  in  regard  to  this 
matter  t-- A.  I  do  not  remember  any. 

Q.  How  soon  after  the  burial  of  yoor  father  did  yonr  family  leave  for 
Oxford  f— A.  They  arrived  at  Oxford  on  the  29th  of  November. 

Q.  Have  yon  been  back  to  Hazleharst  since! — A  Yes,  sir;  I  was 
back  there  abont  two  weeks  ago ;  not  quite  two  weeks  ago. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  when  you  were  there  see  this  organized  com- 
pany of  men  t 

The  Witness.  Before  the  election  t 

Mr.  Fbyb.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  I  saw  them,  a  good  many  men,  go  oat  with  sbotgmis 
Sunday  morning. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  them  Satorday  t->  A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  in 
town  Sativday. 

Q.  Were  they  mounted  ment — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  should  you  say  that  you  saw  go  out  t — ^A.  They  did  not 
go  out  all  together.  You  would  see  may  be  three  or  fonr  at  a  time,  and 
may  be  you  would  see  one  go  and  in  a  minute  another  go,  and  direetly 
six  would  go,  just  in  that  way. 

Q.  Scattering  sdongt — ^A.  Yes.  sir,  scattering  along;  and  I  saw  some 
ride  np  and  stop  at  the  gnnsmitn's  shop  and  get  guns,  and  then  go  on. 

Q.  What  kind  of  guns  did  those  men  carry ;  Springfield  rifles  or  mos- 
kets  or  shotguns  1 — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that:  I  did  not  notice  the  gnns 
particularly.    It  looked  as  though  they  mignt  be  shotguns. 

Q.  Have  you  any  of  those  original  resolutions  t — ^A.  I  have  the  original 
resolution  that  was  sent  the  evening  before  the  election. 

Q.  Have  yon  that  with  yout — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  haven't  it  in  my  i>ocket; 
I  think  it  is  in  my  trunk,  which  failed  to  ge^  here;  I  have  the  original 
resolution,  which  you  read. 

Q.  Then  this  is  a  copy  of  the  resolution  which  was  sent  to  your  father 
by  this  organized  company  of  men  before  the  election,  the  one  which  1 
read,  which  is  written  in  pencil  and  dated  November  5, 1883  [handing 
the  paper  to  witness]  t — ^A.  [Alter  examining  the  paper.]  I  do  not  think 
that  contains  all  of  it. 

Q.  If  yon  have  the  original,  I  wish  you  wonld  bring  it  with  yon. — 
A.  I  have  the  original  which  my  mother  has ;  she  says  it  is  tiie  orig- 
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iiialy  and  I  have  it.  I  was  not  there  when  the  lesolntion  was  brooght. 
I  do  not  think  that  contains  qnite  all  of  the  resolutioD. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Bas  Wheeler,  who  killed  your  father! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  business  in  Hazlehurstt — A.  He  is  a  cattleman. 

Q.  A  man  on  familiar  terms  with  your  father! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  they  were  friendly  with  each  other! — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  firiendly. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  seen  Mr.  Wheeler  at  your  father's  house! — A.  I 
never  saw  him  at  the  house,  I  have  seen  him  at  the  store;  before  I 
left  there,  there  was  never  a  day  scarcely  passed  but  what  he  would 
come  around  and  sit  and  talk  for  an  hour  or  two. 

Q.  Was  he  a  customer  at  your  uncle's  store  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  have  credit  there! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anything  which  took  place  at  home  to  disturb  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  ! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anything  outside  of  politics,  I  mean  ! — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  your  father  make  any  speeches! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
hesurd  him  make  two. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  those  speeches  calculated  to  arouse  hostil- 
ity f— A.  Kothing  whatever;  at  one,  he  and  Mr.  Miller  divided  time. 

Q.  What  Miller  was  that ! — ^A.  The  Democratic  candidate  for  district 
attorney. 

Q.  They  divided  time  you  say  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  complaint  at  that  time  that  your  father's  speech 
was  incendiary! — ^A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Miller  state  something  about  it  himself  in  a  public 
speech  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  stated  that  there  could  be  no  objections  made 
s^^ainst  the  Independent  ticket,  and  if  the  county  affairs  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Independent  ticket  they  could  rest  assured  they  were  in 
safe  and  good  hands,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  it  amounted  to  that 
in  his  speech. 

Q.  He  made  no  complaint  of  your  father's  method  of  talking! — A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  men  on  the  Independent  ticket  yourself! — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  all  of  them  white  men! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  so;  on  the 
ooanty  ticket,  I  know  they  were. 

Q.  Men  of  fair  standing  in  the  community  there! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  father  had  been  sheriff! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Qnite  a  number  of  years! — ^A*  I  do  not  know;  I  think  he  was 
sbanS  seven  or  eight  yeart. 

Q.  Was  there  any  complaint  made  that  he  did  not  settle  his  accounts 
And  pay  over  the  balance  1 — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  he  is  the  only  sheriff, 
though,  who  has  ever  gone  out  of  the  office  that  was  not  sued  (that  is 
where  the  bondsmen  were  not  sued  by  the  county)  as  a  defaulter;  he  is 
the  only  one. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  father  having  any  difficulties  there  which 
ahoold  lead  to  this  matter! — A.  None,  whatever;  he  was  a  man  who 
never  had  any  difficulty. 

Q.  What  was  his  disposition ! — A.  He  was  a  man  who  never  got 
mad,  and  never  had  any  difficulties:  I  never  have  know  him  to  have 
bat  one  or  two  little  difficulties,  ana  none  lately. 

Q.  Was  he  a  lame  man  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  large-sized  or  small-sLsed  man! — A.  He  was  a  small  man ;  he 
weighed  135  pounds,  I  believe. 

Q.  You  never  have  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Wheeler  since  the 
morder!--A.  No,  sir. 
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Ahos  W.  Bxtbkbt  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Qaestion.  Were  you  formerly  a  resident  of  Hazlehorst  f — Answer. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  are  yon  t — ^A.  I  was  thirty-one  the  12th  day  of  this  monUi. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  f — ^A.  Lawyer. 

Q.  At  Hazlehurst  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  practicing  lawyer  there! — A.  I  have 
been  practicing  therefor  three  years. 

Q.  Were  you  bom  in  Mississippi  t — ^A.  I  was  bom  in  the  adjoining 
county  to  Oopiah,  Hinds  County. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Gopiah  CSounty  t — ^A.  Since  Janaarv^ 
1879. 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  people  of  CSopiah  CSounty  f — ^A. 
Well,  yes,  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  them.  I  was  the  nominee  on 
the  ticket  for  the  State  senate  in  1881^  and  canvassed  Copiah  and  Clai- 
borne Counties,  the  two  counties  forming  a  senatorial  district. 

Q.  Were  you  elected  t — ^A.  Ifo,  sir:  they  did  not  elect  anybody. 

Q.  You  were  tiie  Republican,  the  Greenback  or  Independent,  candi- 
date!— A.  Yes,  sir.  We  had  a  fusion  of  all  elements  in  opposition  to 
the  Bourbon  Democracy. 

Q.  Were  you  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  in  this  last  elec- 
tion f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  chairman,  and  this  was  a  fusion  between  the 
Bepublicans  and  the  Independents  of  Copiah  County.  They  first  elected 
Col.  Ben.  King  chairman,  but  in  consequeoce  of  ill-health  he  could  not 
serve,  and  then  I  was  elected  to  fill  the  position. 

Q.  While  acting  as  chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  what  ac- 
tion, if  any,  did  you  take  in  the  early  part  of  September  touching  a 
supervisor  or  inspector! — ^A.  It  was  advertised  thirty  days  in  advance 
that  the  State  board  would  meet  on  the  4th  to  name  the  county  com- 
missioners of  election.  We  held  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee 
on  Monday,  and  they  decided  that  I  and  Mr.  Matthews  should  go  to 
Jackson. 

Q.  You  and  Print  Matthews  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  man  who  was  killed; 
and  try  to  get  our  man  appointed.  We  had  recommended  some  fifteen 
good  white  men  to  represent  us  on  the  election  commission  for  that 
county.  We  had  learned  fix)m  good  authority  that  J.  L.  Meade,  the 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  had  recommended  a 
colored  man  who  was  then  electioneering  for  the  Democratic  ticket,  and 
he  was  a  very  illiterate  fellow  also.  The  executive  committee  decided 
that  I  must  go  to  Jackson  and  by  all  means  defeat  this  appointment, 
for  if  he  was  appointed  we  should  just  abandon  the  canvass  at  once— 
it  would  not  be  of  any  use  to  go  any  further. 

Q.  Did  you  got— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  defeat  the  appointment  t — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  good  man  appointed! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  return  t — A.  I  returned  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember ;  on  Tuesday  night. 

Q.  On  the  6th  of  September,  without  going  into  the  details  of  what 
led  to  it,  state  what  took  place  about  this  shooting. — ^A.  Well,  on  the 
6th  of  September,  as  I  left  my  room  on  the  moming  of  the  6th,  and  was 
passing  the  corner  of  the  hotel,  a  kind  of  a  dead-head  of  a  young  fellow 
around  there  that  did  nothing 

Q.  Had  he  been  formerly  connected  with  a  Democratic  paper  f — ^A., 
He  had  formerly  been  a  compositor  on  the  Signal,  the  paper  that  Mr.* 
Meade,  the  chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  is  editor  of. 
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By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  What  is  his  name  t — A.  Charles  Hart.  You  can  find  out  his  oc- 
eapation  from  some  Democrat ;  I  don't  care  to  tell  that 

Mr.  Saulsbuht.  I  thought  you  said  he  was  a  compositor. 

The  Witness.  WeU,  he  had  been ;  but  he  was  doing  something  else 
at  this  time.  He  remarked  to  me,  he  says,  <*  I  understand  that  you  say 
you  didn't  make  sport  of  Bailey  the  other  night."  I  remarked  to  him 
that  I  had  not,  and,  furthermore,  I  could  prove  that  I  never  mentioned 
Bailey's  name.  And  he  remarked,  *'  You  are  a  Qod  damned  liar,"  and 
commenced  drawing  his  pistoL  His  pistol  caught  in  his  pocket,  and  I 
got  hold  of  my  knife  and  made  a  lick  at  him,  and  he  ran  about  fifty  yards 
away,  and  I  saw  that  he  was  going  to  shoot  me,  and  just  as  I  got  to  the 
door  lie  shot  me  right  through  there  Tindicating  the  groin]. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  Uiere  with  this  Hart  at  the  time  this  took 
place  t^A.  I  think  there  were  eight. 

Q.  Democrats  t — A.  All  Democrats. 

Q.  Were  they  standing  near  him  t — ^A.  All  right  in  a  group ;  and  just 
as  I  came  along  they  separated.  After  what  took  place,  I  concluded 
they  separated  for  the  purpose  of  killing  me,  whichever  way  I  went. 
There  were  two  went  north,  just  above,  in  the  direction  I  was  going,  and 
two  of  them  went  south,  and  there  were  two  that  came  east,  and  then 
there  were  three  that  stood  right  there  at  the  comer,  Hart  standing 
right  at  the  comer  of  the  hotel,  and  Bailey  and  another  fellow  stood 
here  [indicating],  at  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees,  so  that  as  I  got  in 
front  of  Hart,  Bailey  would  be  at  my  back,  so  that  if  I  attempted  to 
shoot  him  he  would  shoot  me  in  the  back. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  pistol  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  knife  was  it  you  had  t— A.  I  had  a  dirk  knife. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  confined  from  your  wound  t — A.  I  was  con- 
fined, I  think  it  was  for  five  weeks. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  hotel  f— A.  I  staid  at  the  hotel  four 
weeks. 

Q.  You  were  dangerously  sick  &om  it  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  think 
I  was.  For  about  a  week  I  was  dangerously  sick,  and  I  think  the 
Democrats  once  telegraphed  to  the  papers  and  reported  me  dead.  That 
is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Q.  After  you  got  so  as  to  be  moved,  where  did  you  go  t — ^A.  I  was 
taken  then  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Matthews. 

Q.  That  is  to  the  residence  of  Print  Matthews,  the  man  who  was  killed  T 
—A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  there  t — ^A.  I  remained  in  his  house 
two  weeks. 

Q.  What  two  weeks  were  they  f — ^A.  They  were  about  the  first  part 
of  October,  I  guess. 

Q-  Now  state  what  you  personally  know  touching  these  outrages,  or 
this  band  of  men  in  Copiah  County,  and  the  time  you  remained  there 
at  tiie  house  of  Mr.  Matthews. — ^A.  Well,  as  the  chairman  of  the  ex- 
ecative  committee,  when  these  outrages  were  perpetrated  they  would 
report  them  to  me.  At  the  time  when  they  murdered  Tom  Wallis  and 
shot  his  wife,  and  beat  up  Handy  Fortner  I  had  him  come  into  Hazle- 
harst  on  Monday,  the  day  our  executive  conmiittee  met.  I  took  this 
darky  myself  and  I  examined  him  in  person,  and  he  was  literally  cov- 
ered with  welts  all  over  him. 

By  Mr.  SAxn^SBXTBT : 
Q.  Who  was  that;  Fortner  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  Handy  Fortner.    I  then 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28  ALI^OED  ELECTION   OUTRAGES  IK  HI88I88IPPL 

carried  him  before  the  executive  committee  when  we  met,  and  we  tiien 
discossed  what  we  should  do  in  order  to  protect  onrsdves.  I  for  one 
thought  we  ought  to  meet  these  outrages 

Mr.  Fbye.  No  matter  what  the  discussion  was ;  what  did  you  do  t 

The  Witness.  Well,  I  had  already  at  that  time,  btfoie  this  hap- 
pened (this  outrage  was  prepetrated  on  Thursday  night),  I  had  already 
appealed  to  Captain  Hargrave^  the  sheriff,  and  told  him  that  he  ought 
to  intercede  and  stop  these  things.  Well,  he  gave  me  no  satisfiACtioa 
at  all  in  regard  to  it.  Then  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  United  States  as- 
sistant district  attorney,  appealing  to  him  and  telling  him  what  had 
been  done,  and  what  had  token  place,  and  that  I  had  appealed  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  and  stated  to  him  that  the  governor  had  placed 
arms  in  the  hands  of  this  mob.  I  also  sent  him  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  men  the  parties  recognized,  and  asked  him  to  commence  prosecutions 
on  information ;  that  it  would  save  the  lives  of  many  good  citizens,  and 
that  it  would  also  save  us  votes ;  that  they  were  bulldozing  people,  and 
not  only  the  colored  people,  but  white  people  were  driven  from  their 
homes  and  were  sleeping  in  the  woods  with  nothing  save  ttie  canopy 
of  heaven  as  a  covering.  I  sent  this  letter  by  ^nd.  I  thoo^t 
it  was  very  necessary  for  it  to  get  there  at  any  early  date,  and  I 
sent  it  up  by  Mr.  6.  E.  Matthews.  I  placed  in  the  letter  the  Mst  of  tiie 
men,  and  the  United  States  attorney  sent  me  word  back  that  he  ooold 
not  do  anything :  that  he  was  powerless  to  render  any  assistance.  Then 
it  went  on  until  Monday.  On  Saturday  evening  preceding  the  election 
they  shot  Frank  Hayes  and  his  wife:  then  ibey  bIbo  came  to  me;  I 
again  went  to  Captain  Hargrave,  Mr.  Matthews  was  along  with  me,  and 
I  appealed  to  him  ;  I  can  repeat  my  language  to  him ;  I  said  '^  My  God, 
captain,  are  you  going  to  sit  here,  the  peace  ofiBcer  of  this  county,  hav- 
ing taken  an  oath  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  let  these  people  be  mur- 
dered and  outraged  in  any  such  way  f  "  I  said  <<  You  are  not  only  vio- 
lating your  oath,  but  you  are  failing  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  suffering 
humanity."  He  remarked  to  me,  said  he,  '^I  can  do  nothing  without 
an  affidavit."  At  this  time,  Mr.  T.  E.  Matthews,  a  merchant  in  beat  3, 
came  in ;  they  had  driven  him  from  his  store,  and  he  reported  to  me 
that  they  had  shot  some  half  a  dozen  holes  in  his  house,  and  one  \m31 
just  missed  his  head.  Hargrave  having  told  me  he  could  do  nothing 
without  an  affidavit,  I  went  before  the  mayor  and  drew  up  the  affidavit 
myself,  and  Ed.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Barlow  too,  signed  it  On  the  filing 
of  that  affidavit  the  mayor  issued  a  warrant.  I  stood  there  and  saw 
him  issue  it.  He  placed  that  warrant  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff^  and 
that  warrant  has  never  been  returned  to  this  day;  I  have  that  from 
Mr.  Wilson;  I  was  attorney  in  the  case,  and  I  know  it  was  not  returned 
while  I  was  there. 

Q.  Were  any  arrests  made,  to  your  knowledge! — ^A.  "So  arrests  were 
made  at  aU.  The  identical  men  against  whom  this  affidavit  was  made, 
on  Sunday  morning,  T.  J.  Hargrave  was  standing  on  the  street,  and  he 
sent  those  identical  men  back  into  beat  3  with  guns  to  put  down  tbe 
mob.  I  have  got  the  names  of  those  men  in  my  xK>cket.  Mr.  Matthews 
was  there  on  the  comer  also  at  the  same  time  when  they  went  out  on 
Sunday  morning.  These  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  in- 
corporated in  that  affidavit,  and  against  whom  the  charge  was  pre- 
ferred for  outraging  citizens  in  beat  3.    E.  B.  Wheeler 

The  Ghaibman.  Is  that  Bas  Wheeler  t 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  the  man  who  murdered  Matthews. 

Mr.  SAxn-SBUBT.  who  elsef 
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The  Wimosss.  J.  W.  Bailey,  J.  W.  Purser,  Kenben  Momson,  Charles 
Hart  (that  is  the  man  who  shot  me),  J.  F.  Thompsou,  Marion  McCree, 
Joel  East,  Frank  Davis,  Ernmitt  Spenoer,  J.  B.  Middleton,  Bill  HigdoD, 
J,  P.  Wood. 

The  Chaibmak.  As  this  is  a  conclusion  of  the  list  of  names,  I  think 
it  is  a  good  place  to  adjourn. 

The  suboommittee  thereupon  a4Joumed  until  Saturday  morning,  Feb- 
roary  16^  1884. 


Nsw  Orleans,  La.,  Saiwda/yy  February  19, 1384. 
The  subcommittee  met  pursuant  to  a^onrnment    Present,  Messrs. 
Hotr  (chairman),  Cameron,  Fiye,  Saulsbury,  and  Jonas.    The  taking 
of  testimony  was  resumed  as  follows : 

Amos  W.  Bushbt  recalted. 
ByMr.  Pbyb: 

Question.  Were  any  arrests  made,  within  your  knowledge  f — ^Answer* 
There,  on  that  morning,  when  we  were  standing  on  the  street,  Mr* 
Bail^  remarked  that  thi^re  had  been  a  warrant  issued  for  him,  but  that 
be  did  not  propose  to  be  arrested  until  after  the  election ;  that  he  had 
important  business  to  attend  to. 

Q.  Were  there  any  arrests  made,  within  your  knowledge  f — ^A.  I  will 
oome  to  that  in  a  minute.  Let  me  get  this  straight,  as  it  comes  right 
io  there,  during  that  time.  Mr.  Bailey  remarked  that  he  had  important 
bosinees  to  attend  to  before  the  election }  that  he  was  then  going  out 
to  quell  the  mob.  They  went  on  to  the  country  then  on  Sunday 
moniing.    A  few  hours  after  that  I  heard  the  cannon  shooting. 

Q.  On  Sunday! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  on  Sunday  morning,  about  ten  or  fifteen 
nules  away,  I  suppose,  by  the  sound  of  it,  and  he  returned  then  on 
MoDday.  They  went  to  beat  3  on  Sunday,  and  they  did  not  come 
bade  mitil  Monday.  When  they  returned  they  returned  with  a  mob  of 
150  men.  On  Monday  morning  they  got  into  town  about  10  o'clock. 
We  heard  the  cannon  and  the  shooting  of  guns  for  an  hour  before  they 
reached  the  town.  When  they  got  within  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
the  town,  Oapt.  T.  J.  Hargrave,  the  sheriff^  and  J.  L.  Meade,  the  chair- 
man  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  went  out  and  met  them.. 
Hargrave  and  Meade  rode  at  the  head  of  this  mob,  as  we  termed  it, 
and  as  they  passed  the  comer  just  opposite  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Matthews,  myself  and  his  family  were  sitting  there.  His  daughter* 
coonted  the  shotguns,  the  number  of  men  who  had  gums.  My  recoUec- 
^00  is  that  she  counted  ninety. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbubt  : 
Q.  You  are  speaking  now  of  what  you  were  informed  and  not  of  what 
you  know. — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  was  sitting  right  there  by  her  when  she 
ooanted  the  men  as  they  passed. 

By  Mr.  Fryb: 
Q.  She  made  it  ninety  with  shotguns! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  with  shotguns, 
aad  muskets.    The  balance  of  them  had  pistols  buckled  around  them 
in  army  style.    Some  of  them  had  them  on  the  horn  of  the  saddle. 

Q.  W^re  they  all  mounted f — A.  All  mounted;  yes,  sir.    They  then 
.marched  down  the  southern  portion  of  South  street,  and  up  around  by 
the  court-house,  and  in  making  the  second  circuit  they  passed  on  the- 
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west  Bide  of  the  railroad,  Mr.  Matthews^  residence  was  on  the  east  side, 
about  150  yards  from  his  front  gate.  As  they  passed  there,  we  were 
still  sitting  on  the  gallery,  and  one  and  then  another  would  holler  out 
that  ^<  somebody  had  better  get  away  from  here." 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  else  they  said  t — A.  Well,  they  did 
say  something  about  '^somebody  was  mighty  sick,'*  or  something  like 
that;  I  don't  remember  the  exact  words,  but  I  remember  this  expres- 
sion that  they  used,  and  all  of  them  had  it,  and  they  would  all  repeat 
it,  and  that  would  go  clear  back. 

Q.  Through  the  line f— A.  Yes,  sir;  through  the  line.  Well,  then, 
after  they  made  this  parade  of  the  town  they  went  to  the  court-house 
and  M^or  Barksdale  addressed  them. 

Q.  You  were  not  there  when  he  addressed  themt — A.  Ko,  sir;  bat  I 
could  hear  the  speaking  from  where  we  were. 

Q.  The  court-house  is  near  by  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  not  very  fax  ofL 
I  could  not  hear  distinctly  enough  to  hear  what  he  was  saying,  but  I 
could  tell  there  was  a  speech  going  on. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 
Q.  Did  you  know  the  voice :  could  you  distinguish  who  was  speak- 
ing t— A.  Yes,  sir;^  I  am  famiuar  with  Major  Barksdale's  voice.    I  have 
heard  him  often. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  After  he  got  through  speaking  what  was  done  f — A.  After  he  got 
through  speaking — in  the  mean  time  Mr.  Matthews  had  gone  to  some  of 
the  leading  citizens  there  and  told  them  that  his  daughter  was  in  a 
critical  condition  and  that  he  would  hate  for  these  armed  men  to  come 
to  his  house  and  disturb  his  family;  and  he  talked  to  Dr.  A.  B.  Pitts;  I 
was  present  when  he  talked  to  him. 

Q.  Is  he  a  leading  man  there! — A.  Yes,  sir^  he  is  a  leading  physi- 
cian. He  asked  Dr.  Pitts  to  go  and  intercede  with  Hargrave  and  Meade, 
and  for  God's  sake  not  to  let  them  come  to  his  house  and  disturb  his 
family ;  and  Dr.  Pitts  agreed  to  do  it,  and  he  left  immediately  and  went 
to  see  them.    Dr.  Oatis  was  another  man  who  went. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Hargrave  and  Meade  then  told 
us  and  Mr.  Matthews  that  they  should  not  cross  the  road  and  go  about 
his  house  at  all ;  that  they  would  see  that  they  did  not  go  there.  Aft/ix 
M^or  Barksdale  got  through  speaking  though,  he  hs^  complimented 
them  so  highly  it  seems 

Q.  No  matter  about  that;  you  did  not  hear  it  t— A.  No,  sir;  well,  at 
any  rate,  after  he  got  through  addressing  them  they  mounted  their 
horses  and  marched  directly  by  his  gate. 

Q.  Did  they  make  any  demonstrations,  or  say  anything  f — A.  Only 
repeating  as  before  that  '<  somebody  had  better  get  away  frt>m  here.'' 
I  was  not  sitting  on  the  gallery,  but  I  was  just  on  the  corner  below  the 
house  and  they  were  repeating  that  remark  when  they  passed  me,  that 
"  somebody  had  better  get  away."  They  marched  down  the  street  then, 
and  just  in  front  of  the  store  of  J.  P.  Matthews,  a  brother,  and  Mr. 
Faler  &  Go.:  there  they  stopped  and  held  a  consultation.  They  re- 
mained standing  there  for,  I  suppose,  some  fift^een  or  twenty  minutes. 
I  saw  Mr.  Meade  then  hand  John  McLemore  a  paper,  and  he  loped  off 
up  to  Mr.  Matthews's  residence  with  it.  I  remained  there  about  five 
minutes,  I  suppose,  and  then  I  walked  on  up  to  the  house.  As  I  walked 
into  the  gate,  Mr.  McLemore  was  just  coming  out.  Mr.  Matthews  came 
out  of  the  parlor  and  sat  down  on  the  gallery,  and  I  asked  him  what 
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Mr.  HcLemore  was  doing  ap  there— -what  he  had  come  for.  He  said 
that  <'he  eame  to  serve  a  resolution  on  me  to  tell  me  that  I  most  stay 
at  home  to-monow  and  that  I  mnst  not  vote." 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  resolution! — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  see  it  until 
afterwards. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  afterwards  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  it  afterwards. 

Q.  Was  it  the  resolution  which  was  read  here  yesterday! — ^A.  That 
was  the  resolution,  I  should  say,  a  literal  copy  of  the  one  I  read;  and 
he  told  me  that  the  resolution  was,^  that  he  must  stay  inside  of  his  own 
indosure  to-morrow.  My  recollection  at  the  time  then  was,  that  he  told 
me  that  there  was  some  provision  in  it  for  him  to  leave  home,  but  I  see 
that  it  is  not  so,  but  that  he  must  not  vote.  I  asked  him  what  answer 
did  he  make  to  it,  and  he  told  me  what  answer  he  gave  Mr.  McLemore. 
He  said  that  he  told  Mr.  McLemore  that  that  was  a  very  strange  pro- 
ceeding in  a  republican  government;  that  he  thought  he  had  as  much 
right  to  vote  as  any  one  of  them,  and  that  he  had  never  done  any  of 
them  any  harm ;  that  he  had  tried  to  be  useful  to  society  in  every  way 
that  he  could;  and  he  said  ''Now  John,  you  all  have  got  it  in  your 
power  to  murder  me  I  admit,  but,"  says  he, ''  I  am  going  to  vote  to- 
morrow unless  you  do  kill  me.''  And  he  asked  me  then  if  I  thought 
that  he  returned  the  proper  answer,  and  I  told  him  that  I  thought  he 
did;  that  if  1  was  in  his  place  I  would  as  soon  die  as  be  in  a  country 
and  be  disfranchised  and  have  my  political  freedom  taken  away  from 
me. 

Q.  What  became  of  this  company  of  men  when  Mr.  McLemore  re- 
turned to  themf — A.  When  McLemore  returned  to  them  they  filed  left 
and  marched  out  west  of  the  town. 

Q.  Did  they  give  orders  in  military  style f— A.  Yes,  sir;  E.  B. 
Wheeler  was  in  command. 

Q.  That  is  Bas.  Wheeler  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  Erastus  Wheeler. 

Q.  &e  was  in  command  you  say  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  in  command. 

Q.  Then  they  marched  out  of  townf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  on  Monday  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  on  Monday  evening. 
That  was  about  5  o'clock ;  it  was  just  after  the  4  o'clock  north  bound  pas- 
senger train  passed  north;  I  suppose  about  half  past  4  o'clock. 

Q.  Now,  stop  right  there  one  moment.  In  regard  to  your  wound,  it 
bad  80  tar  recovered  as  to  enable  them  to  move  you,  and  they  moved 
yon  to  Mr.  Matthews's  house. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  Print  Matthews's  house. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  remained  at  Print  Matthews's  house  from  that  time  until 
yoa  finally  lefbt — A.  Until  the  election;  until  the  night  previous  to  the 
election,  when  I  went  to  Orystal  Springs. 

Q.  Now,  what  portion  of  that  time  were  you  able  to  be  out  and  around 
attending  to  the  executive  business  of  this  committee! — ^A.  I  presided 
at  the  first  meeting,  and  the  first  meeting  I  presided  at  after  I  was  shot 
was  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  October;  that  was  the  first  meeting  at 
which  I  presided  as  chairman  after  I  was  shot.  But  then  I  had  been 
ap  and  able  to  walk  around  in  the  town  with  my  sticks,  and  every  day 
I  woidd  go  out  on  the  streets. 

Q.  Then,  for  a  fortnight  before  the  election  you  were  out  and  around 
town  generally  1 — ^A.  For  two  weeks  I  was  generally  over  the  town  elec- 
tioneering and  sending  canvassers  wherever  I  thought  there  was  any 
work  necessary  to  be  done. 

Q.  First  state  what  you  yourself  saw,  during  that  fortnight,  of  the 
operations  of  this  mounted  and  armed  body  of  men. — A.  Well,  on  Mon- 
day night  then,  after  they  had  gone  out  of  town,  they  cami^  back,  and 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


32  ALLEGED  ELECTION   OUTRAOfiS   IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

they  were  speaking  at  the  conrt-hoase  again  that  night.  That  night 
there  was  a  company  of  tiiem  passed  over  the  bridge  going  east.  I  do 
not  know  where  they  went,  only  what  was  the  current  report  and  not 
denied  by  anybody  as  to  what  they  did  that  night. 

Q.  I  have  not  come  to  that  jnst  yet :  I  will  ask  yon  that  by  and  by.. — 
A.  They  went  oat  east  then,  and  on  Monday  night  at  eleven  o'clock,  at  a 
qaarter  past  eleven,  I  left  the  residence  of  Mr.  Matthews,  and  I  went  to 
liie  depot  to  take  the  train  to  go  to  Crystal  Springs.  I  was  to  manage 
that  box. 

Q.  That  was  in  Oopiah  CSonnty  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Copiah  Coonty,  just 
ten  miles  north  of  Hazlehnrst. 

Q.  In  what  beat! — ^A.  In  beat  5.  When  I  went  to  the  train  Msqot 
Barksdale,  the  Congressman,  and  J.  L.  Meade  were  there.  I  staid  at 
the  honse  until  I  knew  that  the  train  wonld  be  on  time  so  that  I  woold 
not  be  delayed  at  the  depot,  because  I  felt  that  they  might  do  me  some 
violence  there,  the  crowd  of  them,  and  I  walked  up  just  as  they  were 
in  the  act  of  taking  the  train.  Mi^or  Barksdale  was  going  to  Jackscm. 
He  had  made  a  speech.  Mr.  Meade  then  said  to  M%jor  Barksdale  t^iat 
*'  Somebody  had  better  get  away  fix)m  here."  M%jor  Barksdale  relied 
*<  I  expect  they  had."  I  was  under  the  impression  at  the  time  that  the 
remarks  were  intended  for  me,  that  he  saw  me  there,  and  made  use  of 
the  remark,  and  I  retained  that  impression  until  a  telegraphic  message 
reached  Crystal  Springs,  at  a  quarter  past  nine,  that  Mr.  Matthews  had 
been  shot  at  the  ballot-box. 

Q.  During  that  fortnight  did  you  see  these  men  around  with  guns, 
hear  the  firing  of  cannon,  or  anything  of  that  kindf  During  the  whole 
fortnight  what  did  you  hear  and  see  yourself  of  these  rioters  1 — A.  For 
two  weeks,  not  exactly  two  weeks  either,  but  for  twelve  days  it  was  just  a 
continual  firing.  It  reminded  me  of  the  bombardment  of  the  city  of  Vicks- 
burg.  In  every  direction  you  could  just  hear  guns  all  night  long,  it 
was  just  a  continual  shooting;  in  any  direction  from  Hazlehur^t  you 
could  hear  them  shooting.  It  was  not  only  in  beat  3,  but  in  beat  4  and 
beat  5.  We  had  carried  these  beats  in  every  election,  and  for  12  days 
preceding  the  election  it  was  just  an  armed  mob  over  that  country.  You 
could  not  go  in  any  direction  that  you  did  not  meet  a  squad  of  lumed 
men,  and  they  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  I  heard  Bailey  say  that  ^*  we  are 
going  to  carry  the  election  or  kill  you  Independent  Bepublicans ;  we  are 
going  to  have  the  offices  or  kill  them,"  that  is  the  expression  they  used; 
they  didn't  hesitate  to  use  that  expression  on  the  street. 

Q.  Did  they  have  the  cannon  most  of  the  time  with  themt — ^A.  They 
had  two  cannon.  They  bursted  one  in  beat  3,  and  they  left  that  one, 
and  they  had  a  cannon  at  Hazlehurst,  and  they  had  a  cannon  at  Crystal 
Springs.  When  they  first  carried  their  cannon  out  to  beat  3  at  Hazle- 
hurst, they  bursted  it  putting  in  large  charges;  out  they  went  to  Crystal 
Springs  and  got  another  cannon ;  and  I  have  a  newspaper  which  says 
that  ^Hhe  Crystal  Springs  cannon  is  doing  us  good  work  out  in  beat  3.^ 
They  had  been  there  for  three  weeks.  Now,  there  is  no  one  who  will 
deny  that  it  was  just  a  reign  of  terror  there. 

Mr.  Jonas.  That  is  not  testimony,  is  itf 

The  Witness.  Well,  I  say  that  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  it  was  a 
reign  of  terror;  that  we  sat  every  night  expecting  that  mob  to  come 
there  and  take  us  out  and  kill  us. 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 
Q.  Were  there  rumors  current  in  the  village  of  Hazlehurst  of  out- 
rages coQunitted  during  those  two  weeks! — A.  It  was  just  general 
Every  day  there  would  come  in  a  report. 
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Q.  Were  there  also  reports  made  to  yoa  as  chainnan  of  the  execu- 
tiye  committee  1 — A.  Every  day  they  came  to  me  and  appealed  to  me 
for  protectioiL  They  came  to  me  from  beat  3  and  told  me  that  their 
crops  were  destroyed  in  the  field ;  that  they  were  sleeping  out  in  the 
woods^and  that  they  were  afraid  to  stay  in  their  houses. 

Q.  Were  you  or  not  a  justice  of  the  peace! — A.  No:  they  appealed  to 
me  as  chairman  of  the  committee  to  intercede  and  get'  it  stopped. 
One  man  came  to  me;  he  was  picking  cotton  in  a  field,  and  they  got 
alter  him,  and  he  took  to  the  swamp  and  he  never  returned  to  his  field 
any  more. 

Mr.  Fbte.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  proiK)se  to  ask  the  witness  to  state  the 
varioos  outrages  where  parties  came  and  entered  complaint  to  him  as 
ehairman  of  the  Bepublican  committee,  and  also  to  state  the  various 
outrages  which  were  common  talk  in  the  town  of  Hazlehurst  before 
this  election. 

Mr.  Saulsbtjby.  We  do  not  object  to  any  line  of  investigation  that 
yoa  see  proper  to  adopt  if  it  is  understood  that  we  may  pursue  the 
Bame  line  hereafter,  if  we  see  proper. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand,  Mr.  Frye.  that  as  at  present  advised, 
my  own  vote,  speaking  for  one,  would  be  tnat  we  should  not  admit  the 
nmor  of  a  fact  as  establishing  the  fact  itself,  but  that  the  existence  of 
tbe«e  reports  may  be  shown  to  have  had  an  effect  on  the  election, 
whether  they  Lad  a  political  result,  and  to  that  extent  they  would  be 
competent    Of  course,  the  same  rule  should  be  applied  to  both  sides. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  There  are  two  modes  of  taking  evidence.  I  believe 
we  are  all  lawyers,  and  my  own  judgment  is  that  in  investigations  before 
legislative  committees  the  nearer  you  can  adhere  to  the  legal  rules 
which  govern  the  admission  of  testimony  the  better  it  will  be.  But  ex- 
pmeoce  has  shown  that  in  all  investigations  (and  I  have  been  on  several 
eomiected  with  these  committees,  and  I  have  read  the  reports  of  others) 
ecnnmittees  are  apt  to  let  in  reports  and  let  in  rumors.  They  are 
political  investigations,  and  the  parties  conducting  them  generally  let 
in  everything  that  tends  to  make  for  their  side  of  the  investigation. 
Whether  they  have  been  Bepublican  or  Democratic  committees  that 
has  been  a  rule  usually  observed.  Hence,  I  do  not  object  now  to  the 
admission  of  every  kind  of  rumor  for  what  it  is  worth,  whether  for  the 
porpose  of  establishing  its  effect  on  an  election  or  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  political  document  for  campaign  purposes.  I  do  not  object 
to  it  at  all,  with  the  distinct  understanding,  however,  that  when  we 
come  to  examine  into  the  other  side  of  this  question  we  shall  be  at  lib- 
erty to  introduce  reports  and  rumors,  surmises  and  suspicions,  for  what 
they  are  worth,  whether  they  bear  on  the  result  of  the  election  in  Mis- 
sissippi or  whether  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  campaign  pre- 
ceding a  Presidential  election.  We  do  not  object,  therefore,  to  this  line 
of  evidence,  but  we  do  say  now.  gentlemen,  that  if  you  propose  to  show 
rumors  and  suspicions  at  all,  for  any  purpose,  when  we  come  to  examine 
on  onr  side  of  the  question  we  do  not  want  to  have  an  objection  inter- 
posed that  these  rumors  which  we  are  seeking  to  put  into  the  testimony 
are  not  relevant  because  they  do  not  bear  upon  the  election  in  Missis- 
sippi or  in  Copiah  County.  We  want  them  there  for  our  own  purposes 
if  yon  put  them  in  for  your  purposes,  whatever  those  purposes  may  be. 
And  we  want  that  rule  adhered  to.  We  do  not  object  at  all.  If  these 
nimors  are  to  be  excluded,  let  them  all  be  excluded  on  one  side  and  the 
other,  bnt  if  they  are  to  go  in,  let  them  all  go  in,  on  one  side  and  the 
other,  without  restriction  or  limitation. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  myself  admit  for  a  moment,  that  if  these  crimes 
1663  CONCI — 00 3 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


34  ALLEGED  ELECTION  OUTRAGES  IK  UISSISSIPPI. 

which  have  been  testified  to  really  existed,  that  they  are  political  qnes- 
tioDS,  or  that  there  are  two  sides  to  the  investigation,  one  side  of  which 
sympathizes  with  the  criminal,  while  the  other  side  does  not.  I  do  not 
suppose  anybody  admits  that.  It  woald  be  almost  uncivil  to  deny  such 
a  thing  to  anybody.  Bnt  we  cannot  of  course  determine  the  questions, 
which  will  come  up  in  the  witnesses'  evidence,  by  making  stipulations, 
beforehand  as  to  what  will  be  admitted  by  and  by.  All  I  can  say  my- 
self, is,  to  repeat  what  I  have  already  said,  that  we  do  not  vote  for  the 
admission  of  this  testimony  on  the  grouna  that  rumor  establishes  the 
fact,  unless  the  rumor  itself,  with  its  result  in  affecting  the  votes  at  an 
election,  be  a  fact,  and  of  course,  if  that  be  established,  as  I  think  this 
is,  it  is  competent  in  that  point  of  view ;  that  there  was  a  rumor  of  out- 
rages which  excited  terror  in  the  community  and  prevented  the  election. 
If  the  outrages  are  shown  to  exist  hereafter  they  are  connected  with  it ; 
if  they  are  not  shown  to  exist  you  have  only  got  the  fact  that  there 
being  one  or  two  crimes,  the  air  was  filled  with  rumors  which  affected 
the  election. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Besolutions  adopted  by  a  meeting  have  been  introduced,, 
and  certain  warning  messages  which  were  sent.  It  may  be  necessary 
for  us  to  show  that  rumors  prevailed  throughout  the  county  of  danger 
to  lives  and  property  on  either  side;  that  the  necessity  for  this  meeting 
was  caused  by  the  public  apprehension  that  was  felt,  and  the  necessity 
of  banding  together.  A  rumor  can  play  quite  as  important  part  on 
one  side  as  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Fbte.  But  I  was  confining  my  question  to  notorious  threatening 
facts,  with  the  understanding  that  they  were  to  be  excluded  hereafter^ 
provided  they  were  not  shown  to  be  facts.  If  a  murder  is  committed 
in  the  streets  of  New  Orleans  to-day  and  we  are  here,  and  it  is  commit- 
ted in  front  of  the  custom  house;  while  we  do  not  see  it,  I  take  it  that 
any  one  of  us  would  be  permitted  to  testify  that  there  was  a  murder 
that  broke  up  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  although  we  did  not  see 
the  murdered  man  and  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  My  ques- 
tion did  not  propose  to  go  any  further  than  that. 

Mr.  Jonas.  We  do  not  make  any  objection  to  the  question  at  all. 

The  Ghaibman.  Mr.  Saulsbury  made  no  objection,  but  he  said  that 
he  wanted  an  understanding  that  the  same  rule  was  to  be  applied  to 
both  sides.  Now,  if  you  should  come  in  with  some  rumor,  which  was- 
very  remarkable,  to  establish  a  fact,  not  such  a  one  as  Mr.  Jonas  alludea 
to,  I  should  not  want  Mr.  Saulsbury  to  say  by  and  by,  **  Why  we  waived 
our  objection  to  a  rumor  heretofore  with  the  stipulation  that  we  would 
have  the  same  rule  apply  to  us,  and  you  are  not  applying  if  Therefore 
I  state  the  rule  now. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  I  want  to  state  this,  right  here.  I  stated  before 
that  we  all  knew  what  were  the  rules  governing  the  admission  of  testi- 
niony,  for  we  are  lawyers  who  have  practiced  in  the  courts,  and  that 
there  were  but  two  ways  in  this  investigation,  either  to  restrict  ourselves, 
strictly  to  the  mode  of  investigation  adopted  in  legal  proceedings,  or 
else  to  throw  down  the  bars  and  let  rumors  come  in  for  what  they  were 
worth.  Now,  I  do  not  object  to  pursuing  either  of  these  lines,  but  I  do 
object^  I  say  frankly  and  candidly  that  I  do  object,  that  the  chairman 
of  this  committee,  or  any  member  of  this  committee,  shall  stop  me  if  I 
want  to  prove  a  rumor.  If  rumors  are  let  in  at  all  I  want  the  privilege 
of  letting  in  rumors  when  I  come  to  examine,  and  not  leave  it  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  members  of  this  committee  whether  those  rumors  are 
admissible  or  not.  They  might  rule  out  one  admission  (I  do  not  say 
that  they  would  do  it)  or  one  rumor  which  is  very  important  to  one  side 
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of  the  qaestioD,  and  let  in  a  ramor  on  the  other  side  very  important  to 
tiiat  side.  I  say  adhere  to  the  legal  rales  and  exclude  all  ramors^  or  let 
all  roiDors  come  in  for  what  they  are  worth.    That  is  the  true  principle. 

The  Chairman.  I  differ  with  you,  Mr.  Saulsbury,  in  your  opiuion 
fliat  there  are  two  ways  of  conducting  an  investigation,  one  to  exclude 
and  one  to  admit,  though  I  agree  with  Mr.  Jonas  exactly  as  he  stated 
the  case. 

Mr.  Jonas.  A  class  of  testimony  has  gone  in  without  objection,  on 
oar  statement,  and  of  coarse  if  the  committee  were  to  exdude  such 
testimony  on  our  side  the  fact  itself  would  speak  to  the  country  and 
therefore  I  have  no  objection  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Fryb: 

Q.  Yon  may  state,  as  nearly  in  their  order  as  yon  can,  the  outrages 
ramored  or  carrent  among  the  people  in  Hazlehurst  during  the  fort- 
Dight  preceding  the  election.—  A.  Well,  before  I  begin  to  state  rumors, 
let  me  tell  what  has  come  under  my  own  observation  and  what  is  not 
nimor.  On  Monday  they  broke  up  the  meeting  of  our  executive  com- 
mittee in  Ilazlehurst. 

Mr.  Cameron.  State  what  they  did. 

The  Witness.  I  am  going  to.  They  came  In  there  and  a  member  of 
the  committee — ^no,  not  a  member  of  the  committee,  but  a  Bepublican 
—passed  them  on  the  road  and  warned  us  they  were  coming,  and  of 
their  intention  and  purposes.  They  came  into  Hazlehurst,  and  came 
right  in  front  of  a  hall  where  we  were  holding  our  meetings,  and 
tnroed  the  cannon  right  to  Mr.  Matthews's  store,  and  one  of  them 
hollered  out,  **  Look  out,  we  have  got  it  loaded  with  shot,''  and  they 
turned  it  right  loose  at  the  store,  and  the  filling  or  wadding  of  the 
caDDon  fell  on  the  pavement  right  in  the  front  of  his  store,  and  then 
one  ftfllow  remarked,  ^^  Let's  put  in  a  log-chain  and  shoot  the  damned 
thing  all  to  pieces,"  And  they  were  breathing  out  threats  all  around 
there;  it  was  general,  that  they  intended  to  kill  ns  or  have  that 
election ;  t4ireats  that  they  were  going  to  kill  the  Independents  and 
Bepnblicans  or  carry  that  election.  They  did  not  hesitate* to  state  it. 
That  was  on  Monday  before  election,  and  our  executive  committee  was 
to  be  held  on  that  very  day.  We  were  actually  in  session  when  they 
came  in  town.  I  heard  of  their  coming  and  left  the  committee  room 
and  was  standing  in  Mr.  Matthews's  store  door  when  they  turned  this 
cannon  there,  and  one  fellow  says,  ^^  Let's  put  in  a  log-chain  and  shoot 
the  damned  thing  all  to  pieces."  We  were  standing  in  the  door.  That 
was  not  hearsay ;  that  is  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  State  anything  else  of  your  own  knowledge. — ^A.  My  own  knowl- 
edge goes  further  of  there  being  one  continual  fire.  I  can  use  a  com- 
parison to  illustrate  what  this  leminded  me  of;  it  leminded  me  of  the 
battle  of  Baker^s  Creek.  When  they  went  half  a  mile  up  town,  there 
was  just  one  continual  shooting  of  musketry,  and  ever  and  anon  they 
woald  fire  the  cannon  as  though  they  were  coming  into  town.  A 
person  woold  have  thought  there  was  a  regular  battle  going  on.  It 
went  like  a  fire  in  a  canebrake,  the  continual  shooting,  just  as  fast  as 
they  could.  Then  what  came  under  my  own  knowledge  again  was,  that 
T.  J.  Hargrave--and  this  was  published  in  the  organ  edited  by  J.  L. 
Meade 

Q.  A  Democratic  organ  t — A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  sap- 
pose  it  wonld  not  be  hearsay  at  alL 

Mr.  Jonas.  Have  you  the  paper! 
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The  Witness.  I  think  I  have  the  pai>er  in  my  valise  with  the  tele- 
gram. If  I  have  not,  and  cannot  get  it,  of  course  I  am  allowed  to  prove 
the  contents  of  it  if  I  can  get  the  paper. 

Mr.  Fbye.  State  what  it  was ;  yon  need  not  argne  the  question. — 
A.  T.  J.  Hargrave,  on  the  murder  of  Tom  Wallis,  the  day  aft«r  he  was 
murdered,  on  Thursday  night  or  Friday,  he  telegraphed  to  Governor 
Lowry  to  send  him  down  troops*  as  he  was  expecting  a  disturbance. 
Shortly  after  he  sent  another  telegram  countermanding  that  order,  and 
telling  him  to  send  him  so  many  guns  and  so  much  ammunition,  and  he 
wt)uld  keep  the  peace.  Gk)vemor  Lowry,  in  compliance  with  that,  sent 
him  down  forty  guns  and  three  thousand  rounds  of  cartridges,  as  I  heard 
the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  state ;  that  part  of  it,  about 
the  three  thousand  rounds  of  cartridges,  is  hearsay.  I  saw  the  guns 
unloaded,  and  I  saw  Hargrave  place  those  guns,  or  part  of  them,  in 
the  hands  of  these  men  who  went  out  on  Sunday  morning. 

Q.  In  this  mob  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  had  these  identical  guns,  going 
out  to  conciliate  the  mob  and  the  men  against  whom  affidavits  were 
then  pending,  and  the  warrants  had  been  issued.  Now  as  to  the  out- 
rages, that  were  notorious  and  not  denied  by  any  one,  which  were  cur- 
rent all  over  the  county.  I  will  state  first  those  that  came  under  my 
observation  as  an  attorney,  and  wherein  I  was  prosecuting  attorney. 
The  first  was  the  shooting  into  Mr.  Matthews's  store ;  he  brought  in 
the  bullets  and  exhibited  them  to  me;  and  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis, 
and  the  shooting  of  his  wife  through  the  shoulder,  and  the  pursuit  of 
Frank  M.  Buf  kin,  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  hunting  him 
to  kill  him ;  he  was  a  Republican.  Well,  they  reported  them  to  me 
and  got  me  to  draw  up  the  affidavit.  I  drew  up  the  affidavit  and  Mr. 
Matthews  and  H.  H.  Barlow,  two  merchants  in  beat  3,  they  signed 
it.  I  stood  by  the  justice  of  the  peace  until  he  issued  the  warrant;  he 
carried  that  warrant  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  T.  J.  Hargrave,  and 
that  warrant  has  never  been  returned  to  this  day.  I  was  particular  to 
ascertain  the  fact  from  a  justice  of  the  peace  if  it  had  been  returned, 
as  I  was  attorney  in  the  case,  and  it  has  never  been  returned. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  cases  t — A.  Another  case  was  the  shooting 
of  Frank  Hayes  and  his  wife.  That  was  notorious  and  not  denied  by 
any  one.    It  was  talked  about  all  over  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Were  they  colored  people! — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  colored  people. 

Q.  Were  Wallis  and  his  wife  colored  p^plet — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were 
colored. 

Q.  Was  there  any  breaking  up  of  colored  meetings! — A.  They  broke 
up  a  colored  meeting  about  lour  miles  northeast  of  Hazlehurst.  They 
went  there  one  night  and  broke  it  up.  I  had  a  talk  with  the  men  who 
were  in  that  crowd — some  of  them.  They  told  me  that  they  had  a  vigi- 
lance committee  to  see  that  the  colored  people  did  not  organize  any 
Bepublican  clubs. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  talked  with  the  men  who  were  in 
the  crowd  that  broko  up  the  meeting — ^the  Democrats! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
talked  with  those  men. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 
Q.  Give  us  the  names  of  those  men. — A.  Bube  Morrison  was  one 
and  John  Hargrave  was  another^-a  brother  to  the  sheriff 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 
Q.  They  told  you  what!— A.  That  they  were  the  vigilance  committee 
to  look  after  the  Bepublicans  and  see  that  they  did  not  organize  in  a 
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dob,  and  Morrison  spoke  of  it  in  a  langhing  way^  and  said  how  he  had 
made  Charlie  Oliver  step  it  from  there  home. 

Q.  Was  Charlie  Oliver  a  colored  man  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  colored 
man,  and  he  had  a  wooden  leg,  and  they  called  him  '^ peg-leg" ;  and  he 
lays,  '^  I  tell  you  we  made  old  peg-leg  move  lively  last  night  from  this 
cborch  down  here  where  he  had  gone  to  organize  a  Republican  club." 

Q.  Was  the  church  afterward  burned  t — A.  On  the  next  night  the 
ehorch  was  burned. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  any  other  cases  t — A.  I  will  tell  something  else, 
though,  that  is  not  hearsay,  right  there  in  connection  with  that  church. 
Od  that  evening  I  recognized  the  voices  of  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Wirt 
Nonnan  as  they  passed  the  residence  of  Mr.  Matthews  going  in  that 
direction— on  the  night  of  the  21st,  when  the  church  was  burned. 
These  same  men,  the  night  previous,  that  had  broken  up  the  meeting, 
were  in  the  crowd.  Mr.  Bailey  has  a  very  peculiar  voice;  it  is  a  deep 
baritone,  and  a  person  who  has  once  heard  it  will  always  recognize  it 
afterward  wherever  he  hears  it.  Wirt  Norman  was  the  son  of  the 
ehancery  clerk. 

Q.  Wliat  did  you  heart — A.  I  just  recognized  their  voices  talking  as 
they  were  going  out  in  that  dii*ection,  and  that  night  the  church  was 
burned.  That  is  hearsay,  but  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  church 
was  burned. 

Q.  That  was  the  church  where  the  colored  people  were  the  day  before 
trying  to  organize  a  clubf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  church. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  other  cases  t — A.  The  next  outrage  that  I 
remember  was  the  hanging  of  Napoleon  Demars'  son.  This  man  was  in 
his  house,  and  they  got  pretty  close  to  it  before  he  heard  them,  and  he 
jumped  and  hid  between  the  mattress  and  the  bed.    They  took  his  little 

000  and  they  hung  him  up  to  make  him  tell  where  his  father  was.  He 
finally  told  them  where  his  father  was,  and  they  then  pulled  him  out  of 
the  bed  and  they  took  him  out,  and  with  menances  and  threats  they 
made  him  take  an  oath  that  he  would  support  Hargrave  and  the  entire 
Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  How  about  Orange  Catchingst — ^A.  Orange  was  the  man  who 
earned  the  Republican  tickets  out  to  Brown's  store. 

Q-  For  distribution t — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  distribution.  On  Monday  night 
th^  men  crossed  the  bridge  and  went  east,  as  I  was  telling  you.  They 
went  out  there  and  they  whipped  and  abused  several  until  they  found 
where  the  tickets  were,  and  they  took  their  tickets  from  them  and  de- 
stroyed them.  On  the  day  of  election  our  candidate  for  chancery  clerk 
went  there  and  the  tickets  were  all  destroyed,  and  he  came  to  Crystal 
Springs,  where  I  was,  after  tickets  to  carry  to  Brown's  store.  At  Forest 
Hill  the  tickets  were  sent  there  by  a  colored  man  named  Solomon  Smith. 
They  went  to  his  house  on  Monday  night  and  they  abused  him  terribly, 
and  forced  him  to  give  up  the  tickets  and  destroyed  them.  He  came  to 
me  and  I  examined  him  myself,  and  I  saw  the  welts  on  his  head.  I  saw 
where  they  had  given  him  blows  with  the  pistol  across  here  [indicating]. 

1  examined  that  myself;  it  was  a  big  scar.  He  told  me  the  result  of  the 
election;  that  they  did  not  vote  at  all;  that  they  had  no  tickets;  that 
they  had  all  been  taken  from  them  on  Monday  night  and  destroyed. 

Q.  How  about  Daniel  Crump  and  his  wife  t — ^A.  That  is  a  case  where 
I  was  the  attorney.  He  came  to  me  a  few  days  before  the  election,  on 
Saturday  preceding  Tuesday,  the  Gth  of  November,  and  I  made  the  affi- 
davit for  him  in  that  case.  A  warrant  was  issued,  and  before  the  trial 
of  that  case  I  was  compelled  to  leave  there  myself.  I  suppose  the  case 
is  still  pending  there;  nothing  has  been  done  with  it. 
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Q.  What  was  that  fort — A.  They  burned  his  house. 

Q*  In  the  night f— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  done  at  about  11  o^dock  at 
night.  They  stood  out  and  shot  at  him  as  he  made  his  escape  from  the 
burning  house.  He  recognized  two  of  the  men  who  were  in  the  mob, 
and  the  affidavit  was  made  against  those  two.  He  said  there  were  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  yourself,  whether  these  people  were  ever  arrested 
or  nott — A.  1  do  not  know.  About  that  time  I  received  a  warning  to 
get  away  fh>m  there. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  other  current  rumors  of  outrages  about  that 
time  prior  to  the  election f — A.  Tes,  sir;  atOallman;  we  had  an  in- 
spector there  that  we  had  recommended  for  our  inspector  at  that  box, 
Mr.  B.  F.  Burrage,  a  white  man,  but  they  concluded  they  would  ap- 
point a  colored  man  named  Dave  Bell.  They  took  him  out  on  Monday 
night  and  gave  him  a  thrashing,  and  then  on  the  day  of  election  they 
took  the  ballot-box  from  him 

Q.  No  matter  about  that,  if  you  do  not  know  about  it. — ^A.  That  is 
all  I  know  in  regard  to  their  taking  him  out  of  the  house. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury  : 
Q.  Who  was  this  that  they  whipped,  a  colored  manf — A.  Yes,  sir; 
Dave  Bell  was  a  colored  man. 

By  Mr.  Feye: 

Q.  Were  you  out  and  around  in  the  county  some  for  the  fortnight 
before  the  election  t — A.  I  made  one  speech  in  the  county. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassing  any ;  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  were 
you  out  in  any  part  of  the  county  t — A.  I  am  going  to  tell  that  After 
I  had  staid  at  Mr.  Matthews's  residence  for  a  week 

Q.  Now  if  you  will  tell  it  in  my  way  instead  of  your  own  way,  we  will 
get  along  better  ^  if  you  will  answer  m^'  single  question,  were  you  oat 
and  around  any  in  the  county  prior  to  the  election,  yes  or  no  t — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  anything  touching  the  effect  of  these  outrages 
upon  the  colored  people  around  in  the  county  t — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  thej 
were  all  frightened  and  scared  to  death. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  sleeping  at  home  or  in  the 
woods,  or  anything  of  that  kindt — A.  I  know  there  were  colored  peo- 
ple on  my  father's  place  that  slept  in  the  woods  at  night.  I  know  that 
of  my  own  knowledge;  it  came  under  my  own  observation. 

Q.  Now  I  want  to  take  you  back  for  a  moment  to  something  else. 
You  were  shot  the  6th  of  September.  How  long  after  that  was  it  that 
the  court  sat? — A.  That  was  on  the  6th  of  September,  and  the  court  sat 
cm  the  4th  Monday  of  October. 

Q.  And  you  remained  sick  until  about  that  timet — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not  remain  in  bed,  but  I  was  sick ;  I  was  up,  however. 

Q.  Did  you  undertake  yourself  to  secure  a  prosecution  of  your  assail- 
ant t — A.  I  did.  I  got  Mr.  Matthews  here  to  go  over  and  see  Mr.  Mil- 
ler for  me. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democratic  lawyer! — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  Democratic  lawyer, 
and  then  candidate  on  the  ticket  for  district  attorney. 

Q.  Did  you  succeed  in  obtaining  any  lawyer  of  the  Hazlehurst  bar  to 
prosecute  your  case  ! — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Where  did  you  sendt — A.  I  got  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  then  to  tele- 
graph to  Brookhaven  for  Mr.  Cassidy. 

Q.  Was  anything  ever  done  with  your  case  t — ^A.  He  was  bound  over 
to  the  circuit  court. 
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Q.  When  did  the  circuit  court  sitt — A.  On  the  fourth  Monday  in 
October.  When  they  sat,  the  grand  jury  ignored  the  case  entirely. 
They  did  not  call  me  before  them,  and  they  did  not  call  the  mayor  who 
tried  the  case.  They  did  not  call  Bufkln,  an  eye-witness  to  the  trans- 
action, and  did  not  make  any  investigation  whatever  of  it. 

Q.  And  no  indictment  was  found t— A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  indict- 
ment found.  I  will  state  right  there  in  connection  with  that  that  this 
young  man  who  shot  me  ran  away  until  it  was  communicated  to  him 

Mr.  Saulsbvbt.  Who  was  that:  what  was  his  namet 

The  Witness.  His  name  was  Hart.  He  left  that  country,  and  no- 
body l^new  where  he  was.  As  soon  as  it  was  reported  to  him  how  the 
grand  jury  stood  and  had  been  fixed  up  he  returned  there  and  took 
part  in  all  these  mobs,  and  was  in  that  armed  crowd  of  150  that  came 
into  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Now,  on  the  5th  day  of  November,  in  the  night,  you  left — ^the 
night  before  the  election,  did  yout — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  may  state  anything  that  transpired  touching  this  inquiry 
from  that  time. 

Tbe  Witness.  Not  in  regard  to  my  being  shot! 

Mr.  Fbts.  No.  I  do  not  remember  whether  you  have  stated  in  re- 
gard to  a  letter  which  you  received  threatening  your  life  and  ordering 
jou  to  leave,  or  not. 

The  Witness.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Mr.  Frye.  Well,  I  want  yon  to  go  on  there. 

The  Witness.  1  believe  I  have  a  copy  of  that  in  my  pocket  here. 
Bat  I  have  not  gotten  through  with  what  has  come  under  my  observa- 
tion with  regard  to  their  bulldozing  and  intimidation. 

Mr.  Feyb.  You  may  go  on. 

The  Witness.  I  went  then  to  Crystal  Springs,  and  I  have  related 
the  conversation  that  Mr.  Meade  and  Major  Barksdale  had  at  the  train. 
In  going  up  on  the  train  an  old  friend,  R.  G.  Wingate,  came  up  and 
spoke  to  me,  and  he  said  '^I  am  so  glad  to  see  you  on  here  and  leaving 
Hazlehurst.^  1  said  **  Why  f^  He  says,  "  Miller  made  a  speech  in  Wes- 
«on  to  night '^ 

Q.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  candidate  for  district  attorney f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  he  was  a  party  to  this  whole  business;  ''and  from  his  speech,"  he 
sayg,  "There  won't  be  an  Independent  or  Eepublican  left  living  to-mor- 
row in  Hazlehurst."  And  he  says,  "  J.  P.  Matthews  is  certain  to  be 
killed."  I  replied  to  him,  "  Oh,  I  think  they  are  just  trying  to  intimi- 
date us.  They  know  we  have  got  a  great  majority  on  them,  and  this  is 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  us  from  voting."  I  said,  "  I  don't 
apprehend  anything  of  the  kind.  There  has  been  an  armed  mob  all  day 
in  Hazlehurst  shooting  over  the  streets,  but,"  I  says,  "  we  are  going  to 
vote  to^ morrow  anyway."  "Well,"  he  says,  "you  see  I  am  not  often 
fooled,  and  as  soon  as  I  heard  his  speech  I  took  a  train  to  go  to  Utica 
to  vote  against  it."  He  says,  "  I  am  not  any  such  Democrat  as  that, 
to  indorse  any  such  speeches  or  to  instigate  the  people  to  such  crimes 
as  that"  At  Crystal  Springs  I  stopped  at  the  May  House.  The  next 
morning  I  got  up,  and  at  half  past  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  was  on  the 
streets. 

Q.  That  was  on  election  day f — A.  Yes,  sir;  on  election  day:  on  Tues- 
day morning.  I  was  out  on  the  streets  electioneering  for  tiie  ticket, 
and  at  a  quarter  past  9  a  telegram  was  received  that  Mr.  Matthews  haa 
been  kill^,  and  immediately  they  circulated  it  very  fast  all  among  the 
colored  voters. 

Q.  Who  sent  that  telegram,  do  you  know  t — ^A.  J.  L.  Meade. 
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iairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  t — ^A.  YeSf  sir.  They  im- 
mediately came  to  me  to  know  about  it.  and  I  told  them  that  there  was 
nothing  in  it;  that  it  was  done  simply  to  beat  us,  and  because  th^ 
thought  it  would  intimidate  us  and  keep  us  firom  voting.  I  then  wrote 
out  a  telegram^  and  got  Mr.  McNeil  to  send  it  to  a  firiend  at  Hazlehurst, 
to  know  if  it  was  the  case,  and  he  answered  that  it  was  a  fact  that  he 
was  shot  down  at  the  polls  that  morning.    I  knew  the  election  was 

S^one^  so  £Eur  as  that  was  concerned,  when  he  was  kiUed  at  HaEelhuTrt, 
or  that  was  a  box  we  always  carried.  Shortly  after  he  was  killed— 
I  suppose  about  an  hour  after — a  committee  of  two  came  to  me  and 
told  m&— I  will  give  their  names;  they  are  Democrats,  and  tiiese  gen- 
tlemen can  have  them  summoned  here.  The  names  are  Willis  Barnes, 
and  his  son.  Will  P.  Barnes.  They  came  to  me  and  called  me  Amos* 
I  had  boarded  in  the  fiunily  there,  and  they  knew  me.  He  said,  <<Be 
mighty  quiet;  you  are  going  to  be  killed  here.  Don't  you  electioneer 
any  more,  or  hand  out  any  more  tickets.''  He  says,  ^^  We  have  come 
to  you  as  friends  to  tell  you  not  to  do  it"  I  replied,  I  says, "  Well,  Will, 
I  know  you  all  have  got  it  in  your  power  to  murder  me  now  here,  but 
I  will  tell  yon  one  thing:  whenever  yon  come,  I  don't  care  if  there  ia 
forty  thousand  of  yon,  I  am  going  to  kill  somebody.  I  have  behaved 
myself  asagentleman.  You  have  not  heard  me  speak  aword  disresfiect- 
fiil  of  anybody."  He  says,  "No,  I  have  not,  but,"  he  says,  "it  is  a  mob 
which  is  enraged,  and  they  have  been  talking  about  just  handling  you." 
I  said, "  I  cannot  help  it."  He  says,  "  For  God's  sake  don't  say  that,  for," 
he  says,  "  you  know  I  am  a  friend  to  yon ;  you  have  boarded  with  oL 
and  I  don't  want  to  see  you  hurt,  and,"  he  says ;  "you  go  to  the  hotel  and 
stay  there."  Well,  I  did.  I  left  the  streets  then,  and  I  went  to  the 
hotel,  and  when  the  first  train  came,  about  12  o'clock,  I  suppose,  I  took 
the  train  to  go  to  Hazlehurst  I  felt  it  was  my  duty  to  go  there ;  that 
Mr.  Matthews  had  been  a  good  friend  to  me,  and  taken  care  of  me  when 
I  was  sick,  and  watched  over  me.  Ooing  down  on  the  train  there  were 
seventy-five  or  one  hundred  men  on  the  train  with  pistols  and  guns. 
About  half  way  between  Ghillman,  a  way  station,  a  flag  station  between 
Crystal  Springs  and  Hazlehurst,  they  began  to  shoot,  and  I  thought 
they  were  drinking  right  sharp  of  whisky,  and  I  called  Mr.  James 
Stewart  to  me,  and  I  says  "Jim,  I  am  going  to  be  murdered,"  and  he 
says  "No."  He  says, "  I  am  going  to  try  to  keep  it  off,  but,"  he  says,, 
"you  keep  mighty  quiet,  and  don't  say  anything"  He  says,  "I  am 
going  to  try  to  keep  it  down.  I  am  not  with  you  politically,  but  I  know 
you  are  a  gentleman,  and  I  am  going  to  try  to  keep  them  from  doing 
it."  "Bu^"  I  says,  "I  have  alrSauly  heard  one  man  say  that  they  are 
going  to  open  the  ball  on  me  when  they  get  to  Hazlehurst."  "  Well,*^ 
he  says,  "  you  keep  quiet,  and  don't  say  anything,  and  I  will  do  my 
best  to  save  you,  Burnet."  When  they  gotto  Gallman — ^I  had  paid  my 
fare  to  Hazlehurst,  and  the  train  did'nt  stop  at  Gallman — ^I  saw  it  was 
death  anyway,  and  I  stepped  Out  and  jumped  off  the  train,  and  stopx>ed 
at  Gallman.  While  I  was  there,  I  told  Mr.  Gallman  that  I  thought  it 
would  be  a  piece  of  ingratitude  on  my  part  for  me  not  to  go  to  those 
people  down  there,  suffering  as  they  were;  that  I  would  stay  there  un- 
til night,  and  then  slip  into  Hazlehurst,  and  get  up  to  the  house  wiOiout 
those  fellows  seeing  me.  He  says,  "  Burnet,  I  am  siyprised  at  youf 
you  ought  to  have  better  sense  than  that.  It  will  be  an  act  of  suicide 
on  your  part  to  go  there."  He  says,  "  Don't  you  know  every  road  is 
guarded  t"  I  says,  "That  may  be  all  tnie,  but  I  feel  it  is  a  duty,  that  I 
ought  to  go  there";  and  he  just  said,  "You  shall  not  go  there";  he 
says,  "You  shall  not  go."    I  remained  there  until  3  o^clock,  when  the 
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north-boond  train  can^,  to  get  tbe  news  direct  firom  Hazlehnrst.  I 
met  a  man  th^i  (this  is  not  evidence,  of  course),  and  he  told  me  the 
particnlars. 

Q.  The  i)articulars  of  Mr.  Matthews's  murder  I — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  About 
quarter  past  four  Mr.  Oallman  took  me  in  his  buggy  and  started  to 
take  me  to  father's,  who  lived  on  the  line  of  Hinds  and  Copiah  Oouuties. 

As  were  starting  I  met  Mr.  T.  J.  Parker 

Q.  A  Democrat! — A.  Tes,  sir;  a  Democrat;  and  I  says,  <^I  want  to 
ask  you  a  question  as  a  friend  and  I  want  you  to  answer  it.  Do  you 
think  it  would  be  safe  for  me  to  goto  Hazlehnrst f "  He  said,  '^Toa 
have  asked  me  as  a  friend,  and  I  propose  to  tell  you  as  a  friend.  Don't 
you  go  there."  Then  I  related  to  him  what  I  had  heard  about  Major 
Barksdale's  speech,  which  I  don't  suppose  it  would  be  competent  for  me 
to  state. 

Q.  1^0  matter  about  that — ^A.  Well,  we  got  to  father's  about  12  o'clock 
at  night 

Q.  ThatwasonWednesdaynightf — A.  Yes,sir;  on  Wednesday  night. 
When  we  drove  up  to  the  gate  and  I  hallooed,  the  family  recognized 
my  voice  and  they  all  rushed  out.  A  brother  had  just  come  from  Utica, 
where  Mr.  Wingate  had  voted,  the  man  I  had  met  on  the  train  at  Hazle- 
hnrst as  I  was  leaving.  He  had  come  from  there,  and  they  were  all  very 
uneasy  about  me,  and  he  was  just  starting  out  to  hunt  me.  From  what 
Wingate  said  they  knew  that  Mr.  Matthews,  and  may  be  more,  would 
be  kHled.  I  ataid  all  night  at  my  father's.  The  next  day  I  concluded, 
as  I  thought  probably  the  excitement  had  died  down,  I  would  go  by 
way  of  Utica,  take  tbe  Jackson  and  Natchez  road  to  Jackson,  and  then 
go  to  Hazlehnrst.  My  mother  insisted  upon  my  staying ;  she  did  not 
want  me  to  leave  and  was  very  uneasy  about  it.  I  promised  her  I 
would  come  back  from  Jackson ;  that  I  would  only  go  there  to  hear  the 
paiticolars.  But  she  was  not  satisfied  for  me  to  go  without  my  brothei^s 
going  along  with  me.  My  brother  went  with  me  to  Jackson,  and  there 
I  met  Mr.  George  Dodds. 

Q.  A  Democrat f — A.  Yes,  sir,  a  Democrat;  he  was  the  ex  tempore 
ehairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  in  Mr.  Meade's  ab- 
sence for  about  two  weeks  during  the  canvass.  I  took  Mr.  Dodds  in 
the  dining-room,  and  he  and  my  brother  sat  down  there  and  talked.  I 
ibid,  "George,  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  to  Hazlehnrst,  and  I  had  a 
very  narrow  escape  to  save  my  life,  but  I  want  to  know  the  particulars 
about  the  murder  of  Mr.  Matthews."  '*  Well,"  he  says,  "  Wheeler  came 
to  me  and  talked  to  me  about  his  case,  related  the  circumstances  of  the 
death  and  all,  and,  just  between  us  here,  it  was  one  of  the  most  delib- 
erate and  cold  blooded  murders  I  ever  heard  of.  I  told  him,  after  he 
had  related  the  facts  to  me,  that  there  was  more  room  for  him  in  Texas 
than  in  Copiah  County."  Then  I  asked  Mr.  Dodds  if  he  thought  I  could 
get  down  there  with  safety.  He  said,  "Yes;  you  come  and  go  down 
with  me,  and  I  will  guarantee  that  you  will  not  be  hurt."  I  remarked 
to  him — I  says,  **I  want  to  be  frank  with  you,  and  I  just  tell  you  if  I  go 
there  under  your  pledge  of  protection,  and  there  is  any  attempt  to  do 
me  violence,  I  am  going  to  kill  you  the  first  man."  And  he  says, "  Well, 
now,  Amos,  that  is  my  opinion,  that  you  will  not  be  hurt;  but  I  would  not 
like  to  make  such  a  contract  as  that  with  you,  or  agree  to  such  a  thing 
as  that  But,"  he  says,  "you  come  and  go  down  with  me.  The  family 
are  just  frantic;  they  are  plumb  derang^,  as  it  were,  from  the  sudden 
death  of  Mr.  Matthews,  and  they  have  confidence  in  you,  and  they  would 
like  to  see  you."  I  agreed  to  go  down  with  him.  Brother,  though,  had 
more  precaution  than  I  had.    He  talked  and  talked  to  me,  and  said, "  I 
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-would  not  go  down  there  in  tho  night.  Yon  wait  until  morning  and  go 
•down."  I  took  his  advice^  and  waited  nntil  tiorning,  and  went  down 
on  the  mail  train  that  arrived  at  Hazlehnrst  at  about  5  o'clock  (hardlj 
light)  in  the  morning.  I  got  off  the  train  and  started  for  Mr.  Mat- 
thews's  house^  and  as  I  got  off  from  the  depot  I  saw  two  men  in  the 
shadow  of  a  lamp- post  with  guns,  and  I  turned  back  and  went  into  the 
depot  until  daylight.  Then  I  went  down  under  the  bridge  and  a  high 
embankment  and  came  up  under  the  embankment,  and  then  I  went  up 
to  the  house.  When  I  got  in  the  grandmother  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews 
was  there,  and  she  was  very  much  excited  to  see  me,  and  was  uneasj 
about  me,  and  said  she  was  so  sorry  to  see  me  come  there,  that  they 
were  going  to  kill  me:  that  they  had  heard  them  hollering  for  me  when 
the  train  came  on  Tuesday  morning  from  Crystal  Springs,  and  she 
wished  I  had  staid  away,  because  she  believed  they  would  kill  me  be- 
fore I  could  get  away  from  there.  I  told  her  no,  I  did  not  think  they 
would  do  me  any  violence  then.  About  nine  o'clock  I  walked  down  to 
the  stockyaid  of  J.  P.  Matthews  &  Bro.,  and  there  were  w)me  colored 
men  in  from  beat  3,  and  they  asked  me  what  in  the  world  I  was 
doing  there,  and  told  me  to  get  away;  that  they  had  heard  something 
on  the  street,  and  for  me  to  take  their  advice  and  leave.  Well,  that 
night  I  left  on  the  11.15  train  and  went  to  Jackson.  I  told  the  family  I 
would  be  back  on  Friday  night  at  eleven  o'clock.  W  hile  at  Jackson, 
Mr.  Matthews  here  and  this  young  man  right  here,  there  had  been  a  letter 
dropped  to  me  in  the  post-office,  and  he  copied  the  threatening  x>ortion 
of  that  letter  and  sent  it  by  a  special  messenger  to  Jackson. 

Q.  To  you! — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  colored  man  didn't  find  me  in  time, 
but  Miss  Mary  Matthews  sent  a  telegram  to  me  not  to  come  home  that 
night,  and  I  got  the  telegram,  and  didn't  come.  After  that,  I  got  his 
letter  advising  me  not  to  come,  but  to  go  to  father's  and  stay  there;  not 
to  come  back  to  Hazlehnrst.  So  I  then  went  to  father's,  and  I  was  taken 
down  there  with  typhoid  fever,  and  I  remained  in  bed  until  I  left  on 
the  23d  for  Washington  City,  and  have  been  there  ever  since. 

Mr.  Jonas.  The  23d  of  what! 

The  Witness.  The  23d  of  December.  I  was  down  for  five  weeks  with 
the  fever. 

By  Mr.  Feye: 

Q.  Have  you  left  Hazlehnrst  finally  t — ^A.  Certainly,  I  have  left  finally. 
I  do  not  believe  my  life  would  be  safe  there. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  your  docket  since  you  left! — A.  I  will  relate 

that.    When  I  went  to  father's  I  felt  that  it  was 

'  Q.  No  matter  about  that;  tell  what  has  become  of  your  docket! — ^A 
Every  important  case  that  I  had  was  nolle  prossed^  and  run  over ;  just 
wiped  off  the  docket.  I  want  to  tell  you  about  the  letter  I  wrote  to  the 
circuit  judge  about  my  cases.  At  father's  I  wrote  a  letter  to  T.  J. 
Wharton 

Q.  Who  is  hef — A.  He  is  the  circuit  judge.  I  told  him  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  there  being  an  armed  mob  at  Hazlehnrst,  I  did  not 
feel  that  I  had  any  security  for  my  life  there,  and  would  ask  that  he 
pass  all  my  cases  until  I  could  get  there  to  attend  to  them ;  that  under 
the  circumstances  I  did  not  feel  it  would  be  safe  for  me  to  go  there. 
Well,  every  important  case  involving  any  amount  was  just  wiped  right 
off  the  docket. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  intend  to  go  back  there  to  livet — A.  I  would  not  go 
back  there  to  live  for  the  county  and  all  that  is  in  it. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews,  or 
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^  Print"  Matthews,  as  he  is  called t — A.  I  have  been  acquainted  with 
Print  Matthews  ever  since  1871  or  1872. 

Q.  Have  you  b^n  at  his  house  a  good  deal  f — A.  Since  I  have  lived 
in  Hazlehurst,  nearly  three  years,  I  have  been  at  his  house  a  great  deal. 
Q.  And  at  his  store f — A.  Tes,  sir,  and  doing  a  great  deal  of  his  busi- 
ness. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  J.  P.  Matthews  as  to  his  character  for 
X>eace  and  quietness? — A.  Mr.  Matthews,  speaking  from  my  standpoint 
and  what  I  know  of  him,  I  think  was  one  of  the  most  generous,  chari- 
table, and  order-loving  men  in  the  world.  He  was  a  great  man  to  keep 
within  the  law,  and  as  evidence  of  that  he  has  been  in  public  life  there 
in  Copiah  County  all  of  his  life,  and  there  has  never  been  a  charge 
against  him  of  dishonorable  conduct ;  there  has  never  been  a  record  in 
the  court  against  him  tor  any  crime,  and  he  is  the  only  sheriff  that  that 
connty  has  ever  had«  going  back  as  far  as  I  have  had  any  knowledge  of 
politics,  to  1868,  he  is  the  only  sheriff  who  has  ever  passed  out  of  that 
office  with  a  clear,  clean  record. 

Q.  What  were  his  habits  at  home,  in  the  house,  as  to  hospitality? — 
A.  He  was  one  of  the  kindest  men  as  to  his  family  that  I  ever  saw. 

Q.  Did  he  entertain  much  company? — A.  His  house,  you  might  say, 
was  just  a  regular  hotel.  I  was  there  a  month  with  him,  and  I  know 
I  did  not  stay  there  a  day  unless  they  had  company,  men  from  the 
conntry  who  stopped  with  them. 

Q.  Was  he  an  irritable,  easily  disturbed  man,  or  a  quiet  man? — ^A.  I 
don't  believe  he  had  an  enemy.  I  never  heard  a  man  say  he  had  any- 
thing against  him,  except  his  politics;  that  is  all  they  would  say.  So- 
daXly  he  was  the  finest  man  anywhere. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  of  influence  in  politics? — A.  He  had  more  influ- 
ence than  any  man  in  that  county. 
Q.  Influence  with  what  voters? — ^A.  With  both  white  and  black. 
Q.  Could  he  control  their  vote  very  largely  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.    There 
were  many  men  who  would  vote  for  him  on  any  ticket;  no  matter  if 
they  were  Democrats  they  would  vote  for  him  if  they  would  not  vote 
fcH*  the  balance  of  the  ticket,  *  I  knew  men  of  that  kind. 
Q.  Do  yon  know  Ras  Wheeler,  who  shot  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  were  the  relations  between  Ras  Wbeelerand  Mr.  Matthews? — 
A.  They  were  of  the  most  friendly  nature,  and  I  speak  not  from  what 
Mr.  Matthews  said,  but  from  what  Mr.  Wheeler  himself  said.    When 
I  was  in  the  act  of  leaving  Matthews  to  visit  my  father,  after  I  had  got 
so  that  I  could  ride,  I  met  Wheeler  at  Mr.  Matthews's  store,  and  he  was 
talking  to  me,  and  he  told  me,  said  he,  ^^  Burnet,  I  want  you  and  Print 
to  nse  your  influence  for  me;  I  am  a  candidate  for  mayor,"  and,  he  says, 
^Tou  know  that  Matthews  has  big  influence  here,  and  I  think  he  ought 
to  eive  it  to  me,  because  he  and  I  have  been  the  best  of  friends;''  and, 
be  says,  *^  Between  us,  1  had  rather  vote  for  him  than  any  man  now  that 
is  running  for  office,  from  the  simple  fact  I  never  went  to  him  to  get  an 
acoomroodaiion  in  my  life  that  I  didn't  get  it." 

Q.  Was  there  anything  up  to  the  day  of  Mr.  Matthews's  death,  that 
joa  know  of,  to  disturb  these  relations  between  them? — A.  Nothing  in 
the  world  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  In  this  last  election  what  part  had  Mr.  Matthews  taken;  had  he 
been  unusually  active  or  unusually  quiet? — A.  In  this  last  election  Mr. 
Matthews  was  unusually  quiet.  He  was  a  man  who,  whenever  he  un- 
dertook anything,  went  in  to  win;  he  had  great  energy,  and  there  was 
no  cessation  of  his  work  as  long  as  the  battle  was  going  on,  or  as  long 
B8  the  canvass  was  going  on.    He  was  a  hard  worker.    But  this  time 
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he  told  me  that  he  had  had  many  hard  timed  in  politics;  he  had  suf- 
fered in  1875  great  ostracism,  and  that  they  had  marched  there  with 
his  cofBn  before  his  door,  and  he  had  concladed  to  quit,  and  he  was 
very  glad  that  we  had  centered  on  Leon  and  to  leave  him  oat,  as  he 
was  a  yoang  man.  But  he  made  some  speeches.  I  was  present  when 
he  made  a  speech  that  the  Democrats  say  was  incendiary.  I  have  a  re- 
port of  it  in  a  Democratic  paper,  and  there  was  not  anything  inflamma- 
tory in  it  that  any  reasonable  man  could  take  exception  to.  I  have  got 
that  speech,  published  in  a  Democratic  paper. 
Q.  What  Democratic  paper! — ^A.  The  Gopiahian. 

By  the  Chairman; 
Q.  That  is  not  Mr.  Meade's  paper t— A.  No,  sir;  that  is  Yanoe^s  pa- 
per. 
Q.  Where  is  that  published? — A.  It  is  published  at  Hazlehnrst. 

ByMr.  Peyb: 

Q.  Have  you  that  paper  heref — ^A.  I  have  it  down  in  my  room.  I 
did  not  bring  my  valise  up ;  I  did  not  think  I  would  get  to  it  this  morn- 
ing. I  have  got  that  paper  and  can  make  an  exhibit  of  it  as  a  part  of 
my  answer  to  that  interrogatory. 

Q.  It  was  Mr.  Matthe  ws's  brother,  who  testified  yesterday,  who  was  the 
candidate  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  In  regard  to  his  character  for  peace  and  qaiefe 
I  might  go  on  to  state  that  when  these  men  were  perpetrating  all  these 
outrages,  I  publicly  spoke, it  out  on  the  street  that  it  was  the  act  of 
dastardly  cowards ;  that  men  who  would  go  and  drive  a  poor  defense- 
less man  firom  a  sleeping  wife  and  murder  him,  and  then  shoot  her,  and 
go  around  and  drive  women  and  children  out  in  the  woods  at  nig^ht, 
were  assassins.  I  did'nt  care  what  party  got  it  up,  or  who  they  were. 
And  Mr.  Mattnews  told  me,  he  says,  <^  Amos,  you  speak  out  too  plainly. 
That  is  all  true,  that  these  men  who  do  these  things  are  all  cowards; 
but,''  he  says,  '^you  are  endangering  the  lives  of  all  of  us  in  talking  in 
that  way."  Ue  says,  ^'So  far  as  I  am  individually  concerned  they  may 
kill  me,  but  I  don't  want  them  to  murder  my  wife  and  children,  and,'' 
he  says,  <<  don't  talk.  Of  course  that  is  all  true,  but,"  he  says,  ^*a  mob 
has  got  no  reason,  and  you  see  it  is  an  armed  mob,  and,"  he  says,  ^^  let 
us  keep  quiet;  it  is  better  for  them  to  kill  four  or  five,  or  fifteen  or 
twenty  of  us  men,  than  to  go  ahead  and  murder  women  and  children^ 
and  so  just  keep  quiet  and  brook  things  the  best  way  we  can." 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  having  any  troubles  previous  to  that  election 
with  any  body,  any  altercations  or  quarrels  of  any  kind;  I  mean  daring 
the  fortnight  before  the  election t — A.  Ko,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  any 
thing. 

Q.  Is  there  any  thing  else  that  you  think  of  that  you  wish  to  testify  to  t^ 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  something  else  in  regard  to  the  canvass  that  I  made 
myself  that  I  want  to  testify  to,  because  I  expect  them  to  bring  these  dem- 
ocrats here  to  substantiate  j  ust  what  I  say  about  it.  W  hen  I  left  Mr.  Mat- 
thews's  house  to  visit  my  father,  just  after  1  got  op,  I  made  one  speech  in 
the  country,  at  White  Oak  Church.  Mr.  Matthews  was  to  meet  me  t-here 
on  that  day  and  speak  with  me.  He  did  not  come,  and  I  went  to  the  p&ce. 
When  I  got  there  I  found  T.  J.  Hargrave,  the  sheriff,  J.  L.  Meade,  the 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  and  Qeorge  S.  Dodds. 
The  men  came  in  whooping  and  yelling,  in  crowds,  and  just  before  the 
time  arrived  for  the  speaking,  a  committee  of  one  came  to  me,  Mr.  F. 
L.  Fnlgum,  who  was  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  snperviaor 
in  beat  four.    He  came  and  said  to  me,  ^<  We  are  having  peace  and  quiet 
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down  here,  and,"  he  says,  ^*  we  don't  want  any  speaking."  I  says,  ^^Mr. 
Fnlgom,  I  want  yon  to  nuderstand  that  I  didn't  come  here  to  break  up 
your  peace  and  qniet;  I  did  not  come  here  to  make  any  incendiary 
speeches  or  anything  of  that  kind,  bat  I  came  here  to  exercise  a  right 
that  is  guaranteed  by  the  CJonstitution."  "  Well,"  he  says,  "  I  have  come 
to  you  to  tell  you  that  we  don't  want  any  speaking,  and  you  had  better 
Dot  speak."  "Well,  now,"  I  says,  "I  will  tell  you  this :  I  came  here  to 
speak  and  I  am  going  to  speak,  and  you  men  here  can  murder  me  if  you 
feel  60  disposed,  but  I  will  guarantee  to  you  one  thing,  that  I  am  going 
to  kill  some  of  you  whenever  you  attempt  to  do  it;  I  am  going  to  speak 
right  here  on  this  ground.  It  is  my  meeting,  you  were  not  invited  here, 
and  you  are  trying  to  intimidate  me  and  keep  me  from  speaking."  I 
says,  "You  know  my  father  is  a  tax  payer  in  this  county,  and  you  have 
boarded  at  his  house  and  been  treated  as  a  gentleman,  and  I  want  to 
ask  you  if  you  are  treating  me  as  a  gentleman  when  you  come  here  and 
tell  me  that  I  shall  not  speak."  "Oh,  no,"  he  says,  "I  don't  mean  to 
say  that  you  hhall  not  speak,  but  then  we  must  have  a  division  of  time." 
I  says,  "That  suits  me  exactly;  I  want  a  square  division  of  time,  and  I 
am  willing  to  give  it  to  you."  I  divided  time  with  Mr.  Dodds.  Mr. 
M^de  was  there,  and  they  all  agreed  that  I  should  open  the  debate  bx 
one  hour  and  have  thirty  minutes  to  dose.  I  closed  on  my  thirty  min- 
utes, and  this  man  Meade  got  up  and  he  began  his  speech  by  denounc- 
ing ilr.  Matthews  in  the  most  violent  terms,  and  Colonel  Cook,  the  ex- 
sherifi^  was  being  prosecuted  and  sued  for  a  large  debt  he  owed  the 
ooanty,  and  he  said  that  Matthews  had  instigated  it,  and  he  went  on  to 
iise  very  violent  language  in  regard  tb  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Meade  was  not  a  party  to  that  arrangement  of  a  division  of 
time^  was  het — A.  No,  sir;  but  he  acted  mean  enough  to  come  in  after 
making  the  agreement  to  close  the  discussion,  and  after  I  bad  given 
them  an  equal  division  of  time.  I  told  Mr.  Fulgum  also  in  that  same 
coDTer^ation  that  I  had  four  good  men  there  who  said  they  were  going 
to  stand  by  me  and  see  that  I  did  speak,  and  he  said  then  that  that  was 
all  rights  and  that  he  would  use  his  influence  to  have  peace  and  quiet. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  you  desire  to  state? — A.  I  believe 
that  is  about  all.  Well,  at  Crystal  Springs  there  is  one  thing.  At  the 
firing  of  the  canaon  at  Hazlehurst,  shortly  after  the  telegram  was  re- 
ceived that  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed,  they  fired  off  a  gun ;  and  then  the 
members  of  the  band  were  ordered  out,  and  they  came  out  and  they 
took  the  band  stand  just  in  front  of  the  railroad  and  the  hotel,  and  they 
pkyed  martial  music  there  for  about  an  hour.  I  had  a  copy  of  that 
letter  that  they  wrote  me. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  How  is  it  that  you  have  not  the  originals  of  these  documents? — 
A  I  will  state  to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  the  Democratic  part  of 
the  committee^— 

Q.  We  represent  the  United  States  Senate. — A.  Well,  whoever  you 
represent,  if  you  want  them  I  will  state  to  you  that  T.  J.  Wharton,  the 
circuit  judge,  has  that  letter  in  his  possession  now,  and  I  submitted 
this  to  him  and  he  said  it  was  a  literal  copy  of  the  letter  which  was 
handed  to  him. 

Hr.  Fbte.  Mr.  Jonas  simply  wanted  to  know  if  yon  had  the  original 

The  Witness.  No.  sir;  T.  J.  Wharton,  the  circuit  judge,  has  it, 
tfaoagh.  It  was  handed  to  him  with  the  request  that  he  intercede  in 
my  behalf;  I  thought  it  was  very  wrong  that  t^ey  diould  be  persecut- 
ing me;  I  had  done  nothing. 
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Mr.  Fete.  Produce  the  copy  if  you  have  it 

The  Witness.  I  have  my  letter  here  to  the  United  States  district 
attorney  Bhowing  that  I  appealed  to  all  the  authorities  for  protection, 
but  I  don't  believe  that  I  have  the  other  with  me  here. 

By  Mr.  Fryb: 
Q.  Who  is  the  district  attomeyt — A.  It  is  the  assistant  United 
States  attorney,  H.  B.  Ware.     Mr.  Lee,  the  district  attorney,  was  ab- 
sent at  the  time,  and  it  was  very  urgent,  and  I  sent  the  letter  by  hand. 

By  Mr.  Satjlsbxjby  : 

Q.  What  are  Mr.  Ware's  politics! — ^A.  He  is  a  Bepublican. 
By  Mr.  Feyb: 

Q.  As  chairman  of  the  Independent  executive  committee,  and  as 
candidate  the  year  before  for  the  Senate,  and  active  in  politics,  yon 
canvassed  this  county  pretty  thoroughly,  did  you  nott — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  state  how  the  county  stands  as  to  the  registration  of  col- 
ored and  white  voters  t — A.  The  county  stands  by  the  census  of  1870 — 
the  colored  vote  is  180  in  the  majority.  By  the  census  of  1880  it  is 
about  even.  There  is  not  forty  votes  difference  by  the  census.  By  the 
registered  vote  of  Copiah  County  the  blacks  are  in  a  majority. 

Q.  How  much  of  a  majority  f — A.  They  are  about  100  in  the  majority 
by  the  registered  vote.  I  know  this  from  the  fact  that  as  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee  I  was  api)ointed  as  a  committee  with  Mr.  Leon 
Matthews  to  look  after  the  registration  and  see  that  our  vote  was  ro- 
istered properly  and  right. 

Q.  How  many  white  men  in  Copiah  County  belong  to  the  Indpend- 
ent  Oreenback-Kepublican  party  T — A.  There  are  between  800  and  1,000^ 
I  think. 

Q.  Then  you  claim  the  majority  ot  registered  black  and  white  voters 
to  have  been  several  hundred  over  the  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
claimed  all  the  time  that  we  would  elect  our  ticket  by  a  thousand 
majority. 

Q.  In  beat  three  how  does  it  stand  f — A.  In  beat  three  I  think  our 
mjyority  in  1881  wae  between  three  hundred  and  fbur  hundred. 

Q.  In  a  vote  how  large f — A.  1  don't  remember  the  vote  exactly.  I 
remember  the  majority  better  than  I  do  the  vote,  from  the  sknple  fact 
that  it  is  tabulated  after  the  election,  giving  the  majority  at  each 
precinct 

Q.  Would  it  be  two  to  one,  or  three  to  one,  or  what! — A.  Kearly  two 
to  one,  I  think. 

Q.  Beat  No.  2  was  what  in  politics? — A.  We  called  that  the  Gibraltar 
of  the  Democratic  party;  that  is  the  term  we  gave  it. 

Q.  That  is  the  beat  from  which  the  honors  were  transferred  to  beat 
three  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  beat. 

Q.  Beat  three  having  become  entitled  to  itt — ^A.  Beat  three  having 
ca«t  a  more  solid  Democratic  vote  than  beat  two. 

Q.  Now,  as  to  the  colored  men  as  voters.  What  ticket  do  they  vote 
in  Copiah  County  t — A.  In  Copiah  County  the  Democrats  had  five  col- 
ered  men  members  of  their  club  at  Crystal  Springs.  They  had  three 
at  Hazlehurst  also,  and  outside  of  those  1  do  not  know  of  a  colored 
Democrat  in  the  county.  The  colored  people,  as  a  general  thing,  will 
vote  any  ticket  in  preference  to  anything  that  has  a  Democrat  to  it. 

Q.  How  many  of  Mr.  Matthews'  speeches  did  you  heart  He  made 
four,  you  say. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  only  heard  one. 
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By  the  Ghaibhak: 

Q  Did  yoa  hear  other  political  Bpeeches  on  your  side  in  the  cam- 
paign  f — ^A.  Yen,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  how  many  yourself  t — ^A.  I  only  made  one,  and  that 
was  at  White  Oak. 

Q.  How  many  meetings  did  yon  attend  in  the  course  of  the  cam- 
pat^  f — A.  I  attended  a  joint  discnssiou  between  the  Democratic  can- 
didates for  the  legislature  and  the  independent  candidates  at  Green's 
Stote. 

Q.  Now^  without  going  into  or  repeating  the  speeches,  what  were  the 
sobjects  which  the  speakers  spoke  about  In  the  first  place,  was  there 
aoything  said  in  the  Republican  speeches  of  a  violent  or  inflammatory 
character,  in  your  opinion  f — ^A.  In  those  speeches  that  I  heard  the  only 
thing  I  heard  calculated  to  get  up  any  feeling  was  from  Dr.  Bowan. 
fle  went  on  and  in  his  speech  denounced  everybody  who  were  not 
Democrats  as  being  traitors  to  their  country. 

Q.  I  am  askin;^  about  Republican  speeches  f — A.  In  those  speeches 
there  was  nothing  in  the  world  that  could  be  considered  inflammatory 
or  calculated  to  stir  up  a  man's  feelings  in  the  least,  nothing  per^onaL 

Q.  What  were  the  nature  of  the  arguments,  and  to  what  subjects  did 
they  relate  f — A.  It  was  the  proving  on  the  Democrats  of  their  ballot-box^ 
faffing  by  the  evidence;  reading  affidavits,  made  by  Democrats  them- 
selves, that  at  a  certain  box  they  had  changed  the  returns,  that  the 
commissioners  of  election  had  changed  them,  and  proving  it  up  in  such 
a  way  that  they  could  not  deny  it. 

Q.  Was  there  any  appeal  to  the  negro,  to  a  race  feeling  against  the 
whites  f — ^A.  I  never  have  heard  the  negro  mentioned  in  auy  speech  ex- 
cept on  the  part  of  the  Democrats. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  You  say  you  are  a  lawyer,  I  believe! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  study  lawf — A.  I  studied  law  at  Lebanon 
University. 

Q.  Where  is  thatt — ^A.  At  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  at  the  Cumberland  Uni- 
Tendty,  located  at  Lebanon,  Tenn.  I  studied  law  under  Judge  Car- 
mthers. 

Q.  Where  were  you  admitted  to  practice  lawf — A.  In  the  town  of 
flajdehnrst,  in  Mississippi. 

Q,  When  was  thatt — A.  In  the  spring  of  1877,  by  the  chancelor,. 
Judge  Peyton,  who  is  now  chancellor. 

Q.  Were  you  admitted  upon  any  diploma  from  the  institution  f — A.  I 
was  admitted  on  my  diploma  from  there  and  an  examination.  I  was  ex- 
amined by  Judge  Cooper,  now  on  the  supreme  bench,  and  Mr.  Willing* 

Q.  Where  did  you  reside  at  the  time  of  your  admission  f — A.  Li 
Hinds  County,  just  across  the  Copiah  line. 

Q.  And  you  came  into  Copiah  County  for  admission  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
The  court  was  in  session,  and  I  wanted  to  get  into  practice.  In  our 
state  you  apply  before  any  of  the  courts,  the  supreme  court,  the  cir- 
cuit court  or  the  chancery  court. 

Q.  You  speak  of  having  a  docket  and  having  important  cases  striken 

from  the  docket  because  of  your  absence.    Will  you  name  some  of  the 

imijortant  cases  which  you  had  f — A.  I  will  name  one  case,  a  case  of 

mandamus  against  the  circuit  clerk.    That  case  involved  about  a  thou- 

I  sand  dollars. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  that  casef — ^A.  It  was  O.  E.  Matthews  V8^ 
E.  W.  Brown,  circuit  clerk. 
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Q.  What  other  important  case  did  yoa  havet — ^A.  In  another  easel 
was  the  attorney  in  prosecuting  Mr.  Cook  in  his  defUcation  to  the 
counly. 

Q.  What  Cook  t— A.  W.  W.  Cook. 

Q.  Who  was  the  plaintiff  in  the  caset — A.  The  State  of  MiBsissippL 
He  was  sued  on  his  bond  as  sheriff  of  the  county. 

Q.  By  whom  were  yon  employed  to  prosecute  in  that  casef — ^A.  I 
was  employed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Copiah  County. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  involved  in  that  case  or  claimed  to  be  duet 
— A.  There  were  three  suits.  He  was  sheriff  three  terms,  and  there  was 
a  suit  on  each  of  his  bonds. 

Q.  It  was  on  an  official  bond,  then  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  three  suits  cover- 
ing in  all  about  $25,000.  By  the  code  of  the  State,  they  recover  30  per 
centum  damages.  The  three  suits  for  damages  amounted,  I  suppose,  to 
$25,000. 

Q.  What  other  important  cases  of  yours  were  stricken  off! — A.  Moet 
of  the  other  cases  were  small  cases.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  those 
were  stricken  off 

Q.  These  two,  then,  were  the  only  important  cases. — A.  Yes,  sir.  The 
fact  is,  the  others,  a  good  many  of  tbem,  had  been  continued  at  Mr. 
Millei^s  suggestion  ^  he  was  candidate  for  district  attorney.  He  insisted 
on  my  accommodating  him  and  letting  those  cases  pass  over,  and  I  wrote 
the  circuit  judge  a  letter  specially  asking  him  to  pass  all  my  cases  nntiL 
I  could  come  there. 

Q.  You  were  chairman,  I  understand,  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Republican  party  of  Copiah  County  at  the  time — at  the  last  elec- 
tion. — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  would  call  it  Bepublicaa 
or  not.  It  was  a  fusion.  The  committee  was  composed  of  about  half 
Bepublicans  and  about  half  of  what  you  would  term  Independents. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say,  in  the  early  part  of  your  testimony,  tliat 
you  had  a  difficulty  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hart,  if  I  have  got  the 
name  correctly. — ^A.  I  did  not  have  any  difficulty  with  him;  he  attacked 
me  on  the  street    That  is  the  name. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Hartf — A.  As  to  the  character  and  standing  of  Mr. 
Hart,  owing  to  the  position  I  occupy,  I  do  not  think  I  ought  to  say  any- 
thing;  I  leave  it  for  others  to  testily  about.  Of  course  I  have  no  very 
good  feeling  for  the  man,  and  I  would  rather  leave  that  for  other  men 
to  testify  to. 

Q.  How  did  that  difficulty  occur f  Bepeat  it;  I  want  it  again. — A.  I 
went  to  Jackson  on  the  night  of  the  4th.  I  went  for  the  purpose  of  de* 
feating  a  colored  man  whom  the  Democrats  had  recommended  to  repre- 
sent the  Bepublican  party  of  the  county  as  commissioner  of  elections. 

Q.  I  am  not  inquiring  about  what  took  place  before. — ^A.  This  is  all 
connected  with  it;  I  am  going  to  give  you  the  complete  story. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  if  Mr.  baulsbury  asks  you  in  cross-examina- 
tion a  particular  fact  or  part  of  the  narrative,  you  should  be  careful  to 
confine  your  answer  to  what  he  asks.  You  have  given  the  narrative. 
Kow,  Mr.  Saulsbury  asks  you  a  question  as  to  the  actual  occurrence  of 
the  attempt  upon  you  which  you  have  related,  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  Saulsbxjbt.  Yes ;  because  I  want  to  inquire  hereafter  into  that 
fiict.    I  want  him  to  state  how  it  occurred. 

The  Witness.  I  am  going  to  state  that  now.  At  my  room  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  Mr.  Matthews  came  to  my  room 

Q.  Oh,  that  has  not  any  connection  with  Mr.  Hart ;  that  occurred 
near  the  hotel!    Limit  yourself  to  that—A.  Well,  I  was  going  to  my  ^ 
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<dloe  or  plaoe  of  busineBS,  and  I  saw  Mr.  Hart  with  several  others  stand- 
ing on  the  comer  of  the  street. 

Q.  Where  were  they  f— A.  Bight  at  the  hotel — right  at  the  southeast 
comer  of  the  hotel.  As  I  was  passing  between  Mr.  HxiH  and  Mr. 
Bailey,  Mr.  Hart  remarked,  ^*I  understand  yon  say  that  yon  did  not 
make  any  slighting  remark  about  Mr.  Bailey."  I  told  him  I  did  not,  and 
could  prove  that  I  did  not.  ^^  Well,"  he  says,  ^^you  are  a  damned  liar," 
aod  commenced  to  draw  his  pistol.  I  snatched  my  knife  and  struck  at 
him,  and  as  he  ran  I  struck  him  right  on  the  shoulder  and  cut  his  coat. 

Q.  Had  he  any  pistol  in  his  hand  pointing  to  you  at  that  timet — ^A. 
I  saw  it  in  his  pocket;  he  pulled  it  out  of  his  pocket. 

Q.  Then  yon  made  an  assault  on  him  with  a  knifef — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
say  that  he  gave  the  damned  He,  and  was  drawing  a  pistol  at  the  same 
time. 

Q.  He  was  not  pointing  at  you^  was  het — ^A.  Ko,  but  he  gave  the 
damned  lie  and  was  drawing  it. 

Q.  Where  did  you  cut  himf — ^A.  1  didn't  cut  him  at  all,  I  just  cut 
his  coat  in  the  shoulder,  and  I  wished  afterwards  I  had  been  closer  to 
kill  him,  and  I  would  not  have  been  shot,  for  I  suffered  a  good  deal. 

Q.  When  he  ran  did  yon  follow  him  at  allt — ^A.  I  could  not  follow 
him  because  I  was  crippled.  I  was  tr3ring  to  get  away  firom  there.  I 
knew  my  life  was  in  danger.  I  knew  any  way  I  went  I  would  be  killed, 
and  they  left  me  for  dead.  There  is  a  newspaper  man  here  now  who 
wrote  np  my  obituary. 

Q.  Before  Mr.  Hart  shot  you  were  you  hurt  at  allt — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
had  been  broke  up  with  a  horse. 

Q.  But  not  fix>m  any  injury  that  you  received  at  the  hands  of  any- 
bodyt— A.  2^0,  sir. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you,  in  your  examination  in  chief,  that  Mr. 
Hart  ran  when  you  cut  himt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  act  of  running  when  you  struck  him  with  your 
koifet— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  in  the  act  of  running  and  drawing  his  piolol. 

Q.  Running  from  you  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  of  course ;  we  were  both  running. 

Q.  The  shooting  of  you  by  Hart,  was  after  you  had  cut  Hart  with  a 
knife,  as  I  understand  your  testimony  t — ^A.  xes,  sir;  that  was  it. 

Q.  How  long  after  you  had  cut  him  t — A.  He  ran  for  about  fifty  yards 
and  turned  around  and  shot  me. 

Q.  How  far  off  was  he  firom  you  when  you  cut  him  t — ^A.  I  suppose 
about  fifty  yards.  It  was  about  as  far  as  from  Senator  Cameron  there 
to  that  far  comer.    [Indicating.] 

By  the  Chaibmak  : 
Q.  I  think  there  is  some  misunderstanding;  I  think  you  mean  rods. 
—A.  I  think  it  was  about  fifty  feet. 

By  Mr.  Sattlsbuby: 

Q.  About  fifteen  yards  then  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  After  that  time  you  were  confined  to  your  bed  or  house  for  some 
timet — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  confined,  I  think,  about  four  weeks  at  the 
botd.  Mrs.  Matthews  can  tell  better  about  that  than  I  can :  she  was 
there  and  waited  on  me.  I  was  suffering  so  much  that  I  did  not  keep 
moch  note  of  the  time. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  that  yon  were  shott — A.  My  recollection  is  that 
Monday  was  on  the  4th  of  Septembcur,  and  I  think  it  was  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  of  September.  I  wjU  tell  you  what  I  measure  the  date 
by.  It  was  exactly  two  months  from  the  date  I  was  shot  that  Mr 
Matthews  was  killed. 
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Q.  I  want  to  llx  the  time  you  were  confiDed  in  the  house.  I  under- 
Btand  YOU  were  four  weeks  at  the  hotel  and  one  week  at  Mr.  Matthews 
house  f— A.  I  state  that  as  my  recollection. 

Q.  Tou  have  testified  to  certain  outrages,  as  they  are  called^  which 
occurred  at  that  time  of  which  you  had  notice.  I  want  to  get  this  &ct 
out }  were  these  outrages  matters  of  which  you  had  peiBonai  knowledge 
which  occorred  while  you  were  confined  to  your  roomt — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
that  I  state  I  had  personal  knowledge  of  I  think. 

Q.  But  I  mean  of  these  outrages  in  beat  3,  the  killing  of  WaUis, 
the  whipping  of  others;  were  they  matters  of  your  own  knowledge t— 
A.  I  did  not  state  that. 

Q.  They  were  matters  of  information  only  t — ^A.  They  were  currently^ 
reported  all  over  the  town  and  the  county. 

Q.  You  give  them  then  as  matters  of  rumor  and  of  current  report  t— 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  of  i)ersonal  knowledge  t — A.  But  not  denied  by  any  one. 
And  then  I  was  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  these  cases,  some  of  them, 
and  dxew  up  the  afiidavits. 

Q.  Let  us  come  to  the  affidavits.  You  say  yon  went  before  the  mayor 
and  drew  up  affidavits,  which  were  signed,  asking  for  the  arrest  of  cer- 
tain parties  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  those  affidavits  made  before! — ^A.  The  mayor  of  Hazle- 
hurst,  E.  G.  Williamson. 

Q.  Who  were  included  in  those  affidavits  upon  which  warrants  were 
to  be  issued  for  their  arrest  f— A.  I  have  given  the  names  of  them.    £. 

B.  Wheeler— 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  want  those  names  repeated  t 

Mr.  SAX7LSBUBY  [reading  from  his  memoranda].    E.  B.  Wheeler,  J. 

W.  Bailey,  J.  W.  Parser,  Beuben  Morrison,  Charles  Hart— that  is  the 

man  who  cut  you  is  itf 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Satjlsbuby  [continuing  to  read).  J.  P.  Thompson,  Marion 
McCree,  Joel  East,  Prank  Davis,  Emmitt  Spencer,  J.  B.  Middleton, 
and  a  man  named  Higdon:  those  are  the  ones! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  made  these  affidavits,  do  you  sayf — A.  T.  E.  Matthews. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  not  mentioned  J.  P.  Wood. 

The  Witness.  Yes,  he  was  another,  also.  T.  E.  Matthews  and  H. 
H.  Barlow  made  the  affidavits. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  You  did  not  sign  any  of  the  affidavits  yourself;  you  simply  drew 
themt — ^A.  That  is  SSL 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  parties  coming  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Matthews 
for  the  purpose  of  having  him  appointed  a  deputy;  that  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  came  there,  you  say,  with  Mr.  Wood  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting Mr.  Matthews  appointed  a  deputy^f  I  understand  your  testimooy 
in  chief  right  t — ^Yes,  sir ;  it  was  T.  J.  Hargrave  and  J.  L.  Meade  and 
John  Lowe. 

Q.  What  occurredatthat  interview;  were  you  presentt— A.  YeB,8ir; 
I  was  present, 

Q.  What  occurred  at  that  interview! — ^A.  We  had  been  down  in  the 
town 

Q.  I  want  to  know  what  occurred  at  the  interview;  not  what  oc- 
cuired  down  town  f — ^A.  They  came  m.  Mr,  Leon  Matthews  was  at  sap- 
I>er  and  they  came  in  the  parlor.  Mr.  Hargrave  remarked  to  Mr.  Mat- 
thews that  he  had  come  todepntize  him  to  go  out  and  arrest  that  mob; 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


ALLEGED  ELECTION   OUTRAGES  IN  MISSISSIPPI.  51 

that  he  was  an  old  sheriff  and  knew  how  to  do  it.  Mr.  Matthews  said 
to  him  ^^Captain,  I  have  been  informed,  not  more  than  half  an  honr  ago, 
that  there  was  going  to  be  jnst  such  a  thing  as  that  gotten  op  to  hare 
me  kflled."  At  that  time  Mr.  Leon  Matthews  pnlled  oat  the  letter  that 
Mr.  Matthews  had  received,  a  threatening  letter,  telling  him  what  would 
be  done  with  him  in  case  there  were  any  outrages  perpetrated  in  any 
part  of  the  coanty,  or  if  anybody  was  killed  what  he  would  suffer,  &c. 
Then  Mr.  Matthews  remarked,  he  says,  ^*  Now  this  looks  mighty  strange 
to  me.  I  am  a  leading  Republican  here  and  every  one  of  you  who  has 
made  a  speech  has  denounced  me  as  one  of  the  meanest  men  in  the 
world,  and  have  said  that  I  am  at  the  bottom  of  this  whole  independ- 
f  Dt  move,  and  if  I  was  out  of  the  way  the  whole  thing  would  drop.  It 
looks  as  though  there  was  something  in  it;  that  it  is  a  conspiracy  to 
have  me  murdered."  After  reading  Uiis  letter  Captain  Hargrave  was 
frank  enough  to  say  that  it  did  have  that  appearance,  but  he  pledged 
his  word  and  honor  that—— 

Q.  He  denied,  so  far  as  he  knew,  that  there  was  anything  in  itf — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Meade  say  on  that  occasion  t  That  is  what  I  want 
to  get  at— A.  Mr.  Meade  went  on  and  got  a  little  wralhy  there,  and 
Q^  some  cuss  words. 

Q.  He  did  not  admit  there  was  any  such  conspiracy  t — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  he 
did  not  admit  it. 

'  Q.  Didnt  Mr.  Meade  repudiate  that  idea  as  an  insult  to  him,  that  he 
should  be  charged  with  any  such  thing! — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  acquiescence  on  his  part,  or  inference  from  anything 
that  he  said  that  he  had  any  knowledge  of  such  a  conspiracy  if  I  under- 
stand yoa;  he  repudiated  itf 

The  WiTHESS.  In  that  conversation  t 

Mr.  Saiixsbuby.  Yes;  I  am  confining  myself  to  that  conversation. 
Now,  joa  have  spoken  of  several  outrages  which  were  reported  to  you — 
the  killing  of  Wallis,  the  shooting  of  somebody  else  and  his  wife,  the 
whipping  of  others,  and  disorders  generally ;  I  understood  you  to  say 
those  were  matters  of  information  and  not  matters  of  personal  knowl- 
ed|e.— A.  I  said  that  they  were  from  current  report. 

Q.  Well,  not  matters  of  which  you  had  cognizance  yourself  f — A. 
Only  as  the  attorney  in  the  Wallis  case. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  see  the  outrages  committed  yourself  f — ^A.  Oh, 
no,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  have  spoken  of  the  killing  of  Matthews — a  very  unfortunate 
affair— you  did  not  see  thatt — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  left  Hazlehurst  lor  the  purpose  of  going  to  Crystal  Springs, 
or  some  place,  to  superintend  the  election  yourself;  you  were  not, 
therefore,  in  Hazlehurst  on  the  day  of  the  election  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  remain  up  to  the  2dd  of  December,  at  the  time 
you  started  for  the  city  of  Washington! — A.  I  remained  in  bed,  at  my 
father^  sick  with  typhoid  fever. 

Q.  How  far  was  that  from  Hazlehurst  t — ^A.  About  18  or  20  miles. 

(j.  In  a  different  county,  was  itf — ^A.  Well,  I  can  tell  you  the  dis- 
tancefit  is  23  miles  fh>m  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  What  county  was  that  int — ^A.  It  is  right  on  the  line  of  Oopiah 
and  Hinds;  his  residence  is  just  in  Copiah  Ooun^. 

Q.  Too  were  then  in  Oopiah  County  up  to  the  time  you  left  for  Wash 
iogtoD  iu  Deoembert — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  do  you  say  you  left  in  December  f — A.  My  recollection 
uonthe23d. 
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Q.  Yoa  remained  iu  Washington  from  that  time  until  yon  started 
here,  did  yout — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  any  conversations  with  any  one  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton with  reference  to  this  Copiah  affairt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  general 
conversations  with  them. 

Q.  Be  good  enongh  to  state  now  with  whom  yon  conversed  in  refer* 
ence  to  this  affair. — ^A.  One  of  the  men  that  I  conversed  with;  J  con- 
versed with  Senator  Frye,  I  think. 

Q.  Who  else? — ^A.  I  conversed  with  Mr.  Holland,  Major  Barksdale's 
messenger. 

Q.  Who  else  f  I  want  to  know  the  parties  with  whom  yon  conversed.— 
A.  I  think  I  told  these  facts  to  Senator  Sherman. 

Q.  Yoa  reported  these  facts  to  Senator  Sherman;  what  time  was 
thatt — ^A.  That  was  after  he  had  offered  the  resolution  to  investigate 
these  outrages. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  have  any  conversation  with'Senator  Sher- 
man prior  to  the  offering  of  those  resolutions t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 
I  never  met  him. 

Q.  Was  or  was  not  your  object  in  going  on  there  for  the  purpose  of 
tiying  to  have  an  investigation  into  this  aflbir;  was  not  that  the  busi- 
ness which  took  you  to  Washington? — ^A.  Partly.  My  business  was  to 
go  there  and  see  this:  If  we,  as  Republicans  here  in  the  South,  were  to 
be  murdered  like  dogs  and  have  no  more  protection  than  the  worms 
that  crawl  in  the  street;  to  see  if  the  National  Oovemment  would  sit 
idly  by  and  see  that  done.  I  had  api>ealed  to  all  the  authorities  I  knew 
of  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  protection  and  could  not  get  it;  and 
that  was  partly  my  object,  and  that  is  partly  my  object  now,  to  appeal 
for  my  p^ple  who  are  there  yet  and  see  that  they  have  some  protection. 

Q.  Your  object,  you  say,  in  going  to  Washington  was  partly  to  see  if 
there  could  not  be  some  inquiry  into  this  affair! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  those  gentlemen  that  you  say  you  conferred  with 
there  to  get  up  an  investigation t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  General  Chalmers  in  refer^ice  to 
this  affair  there f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  talked  with  General  Chalmers,  and  I 
talked  to  Mr.  John  T.  Hull. 

Q.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  furnish  the  names  of  parties  to  be  sum- 
moned before  this  investigating  committee  to  any  person  in  the  city  of 
Washington t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  gave  some  of  the  names.  I  gave  the 
names  of  some  of  those  men  who  had  been  outraged  and  been  shot 

Q.  Were  you  not  acting  as  prosecuting  witnesses  usually  act  in  crim- 
inal cases ;  were  you  not  furnishing  the  information  upon  which  was  to 
be  predicated  this  investigation  to  the  gentlemen  in  Washington  t^A. 
No.  sir ;  I  was  not  doing  that  specially. 

Q.  You  gave  tbem  the  names  of  persons  to  summon! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  give  them  facts  upon  which  to  base  the  iiivestiga- 
tiont — ^A.  Certainly;  I  gave  them  the  names  of  all  the  witnesses  that 
I  knew,  every  man  that  I  knew  that  had  been  outraged.  I  tiiought  they 
were  the  best  witnesses  of  that  fact. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  them  with  a  list,  or  name  to  them  a  list,  of  the 
different  outrages  that  you  say  had  occurred  in  the  county  t— A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  gave  them  a  list  of  the  different  men  that  I  believed  had  been 
outraged. 

Q.  Did  you  confine  yourself  in  your  list  of  names  of  outrages  that 
had  occurred  in  Copiah  County  to  matters  within  your  own  knowledge, 
or  did  you  furnish  them  the  names  of  persons  outraged  that  you  had  no 
personal  knowledge  of,  except  from  information  t — ^A.  I  fbmished  ihfxn 
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those  that  I  had  persoDal  knowledge  of  as  being  the  attorneys  in  the 
case  for  them,  and  then  I  ftumished  those  that  it  was  the  current  mmor 
had  been  outraged,  and  many  of  them  I  had  seen,  and  seen  the  bruises 
anthem. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  a  written  list  of  these  different  outrages  that  had 
oeewred  in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  did  you  just  speak  of  them ;  did 
yoQ  furnish  them  in  writing  to  the  parties t — ^A.  I  gave  the  names  on  a 
slip  of  pfq)er  of  the  men  and  what  had  been  done. 

Q.  How  many  interviews  had  you  with  Senator  Sherman  with  refer- 
ence to  this  matter! — A.  I  never  had  any  interview  at  all  with  him. 

Q.  Yon  said  you  conversed  with  him. — A.  Yes,  I  did ;  I  went  to  his 
room  and  saw  him.  When  Senator  Sherman  introduced  the  resolutions 
I  Mt  an  int^^st  in  them,  and  I  went  then  and  saw  Senator  Sherman  in 
regBxA  to  the  resolutions,  to  see  what  their  object  was.  and  so  on,  and 
then  he  said  to  me  that  the  Committee  on  Elections  bad  that  matter 
nnda-  consideration,  and  Senator  Hoar  was  the  chairman,  and  for  me 
to  see  him. 

Q.  Now,  referring  again  to  General  Chalmers,  did  you  or  not  make  an 
arrangement  with  General  Chalmers  to  interfere  to  procure  an  investi- 
gation ;  didn't  you  through  him  seek  to  procure  this  investigation  t — 
A.  I  did  not,  sir.  I  simply  stated  to  him  the  facts  that  had  come  un- 
der my  observation,  and  made  the  same  declaration  to  him ;  that  I 
thoui^t  that  if  we,  as  American  citizens,  had  to  stay  down  there  and 
be  murdered  for  voting  the  Bepublican  ticket,  that  the  United  States 
Government  ought  to  let  us  know  it,  and  let  us  either  get  away  from 
there  or  cease  voting. 

Q.  I  believe  you  came  on  the  same  train  with  this  committee  from 
Washington  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  summoned  t — ^A.  In  Washington  City. 

Q.  Who  summoned  yout — ^A.  Mr.  Beade. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  summons ;  verbal  or  written  t — ^A.  A  written  sum- 
mons. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  itt— A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.  I  did  not  ask  for  a 
copy  of  it 

Q.  Who  defrayed  your  expenses  in  your  trip  hereto  A.  I  will  defray 
my  own  expenses,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  for  your  visit  down  here,  sir  1 — ^A.  No,  sir  j  I  have 
not  done  it  yet. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Were  you  examined  before,  in  Washington,  by  this  committee  or 
any  members  of  it,  before  leaving?— A.  Mr.  Frye,  I  think,  asked  me 
some  questions  in  regard  to  what  I  knew. 

Q.  Did  he  get  from  you  full  details  of  all  you  knew  T — A.  No,  sir ;  he 
did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  make  written  memoranda  of  what  you  knew  t — A.  I  really 
do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  You  ought  to  know  f— A.  Well,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  he  take  down  any  memoranda  when  you  gave  him  your  testi- 
mony!—A.  I  don't  think  Mr.  Frye  was  writing  any  while  I  was  talking. 

Q.  How  many  days  before  the  committee  left  Washington  did  you 
see  Mr.  Frye  and  converse  with  him  f — ^A.  I  saw  him,  I  believe,  the  day 
bdbre,  or  two  days  before. 

Q.  Madnt  you  seen  him  previous  to  that  t— A.  I  saw  bim  the  evening 
I  was  subpoenaed. 

Q.  Hadn't  you  seen  him  from  the  day  that  you  were  notified  by  Sena- 
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tor  Sherman  that  the  Oommittee  on  Privileges  and  Eleetions,  of  which 
Mr.  Hoar  was  chairman,  had  charge  of  the  matter  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  Mr.  Hoar  after  thatt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  not  referred  by  him  to  Senator  Pryef — ^A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  see  Senator  Fiye  again  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  converse  particularly  with  Senator  ^^e  about  this  case 
then  f — A.  I  told  Mr.  Frye,  as  I  recollect,  everything  I  knew  about  this 
matter,  with  the  exception  of  articles  from  the  papers  and  the  resolution 
that  was  served,  and  the  letter  to  me  telling  me  to  leave ;  I  do  not  think 
I  had  those  with  me. 

Q.  But  you  fhmished  him  with  information  as  to  all  those  matters  I— 
A.  I  told  Mr.  Frye  of  every  outrage  that  had  come  under  my  observa- 
tion. 

Q.  The  information  that  yon  gave  Mr.  Frye  was  of  as  full  a  character 
as  that  which  you  have  given  the  committee  to-day  t — ^A.  Oh,  no;  I 
don't  think  so. 

Q.  Well,  it  was  in  your  power  to  have  given  as  fhll  testimony  there 
as  you  have  given  to-day,  wasn't  it  t— A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was 
or  not 

Q.  Was  not  your  memory  as  good  then  as  nowt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  remember  all  those  facts  then  which  you  have  detailed 
heret — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  furnish  a  list  of  names  and  of  all  these  outrages  to 
Senator  Frye  at  that  timet-— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Oould  you  not  have  done  itf— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  have  yon  got  any  information  since  t — A.  I  have  got  the 
name  of  one  man  who  was  shot  since. 

Q.  The  balance  you  knewt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  seeing  and  consulting  with  Senator  Frye,  you  came  right 
down  here  with  the  committee,  didn't  yout — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  the 
names  of  several  who  were  whipped. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  them  f — A.  I  got  them  since  I  came  here. 

Q.  Are  any  of  those  the  persons  and  occurrences  you  gave  as  per- 
sonal knowledge? — ^A.  No,  sir;  current  rumor. 

Q.  All  the  facts,  then,  within  your  personal  knowledge,  yon  knew  in 
Washington  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  greater  portion  of  the  facts  you  have  detaOed  yon  knew 
in  Washington  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

*   Q.  And  you  detailed  them  to  Senator  Frye  at  the  time  t — ^A.  I  did 
not  go  into  particular  detadls. 

Q.  You  could  have  done  it  if  you  desired  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  certainly. 

Q.  Therefore,  if  the  committee  desired  to  take  your  testimony,  they 
could  have  taken  it  as  well  there,  as  here,  couldn't  they  t — A.  I  ao  not 
know.  Mr.  Frye  said  they  were  in  a  great  hurry.  They  started  on 
Tuesday,  and  Monday  I  think  was  the  &rst  time  I  had  any  special  talk 
with  Mr.  Frye. 

Q.  Just  try  and  fix  your  memory  about  that  now. — ^A.  It  was  on 
Monday. 

Q.  But  didn't  you  see  and  talk  to  Senator  Frye  before  Monday  about 
this  thing  t— A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Didn't  you  do  it  before  Saturday  t  Didn't  you  do  it  early  m  the 
week  before  t — A.  I  don't  recollect  whether  it  was  Saturday  I  saw  him 
or  not. 

Q.  You  had  several  interviews  with  Senator  Fryef — ^A.  I  only  had 
two  that  I  recollect.  One  was  before  this  ;  I  don't  know  but  what  it 
was  on  Saturday. 
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Q.  I  only  want  to  show,  my  olgeet  is  to  ghow,  that  yoor  teBtimony 
ooold  have  been  tak^i  jnst  as  easily  in  Washington  as  here  without 
Xmttlng  the  country  to  the  expense  of  Mnging  yon  down  here ;  and  I 
want  to  show  that  yon  had  conversations  with  Senator  Frye  and  de- 
tailed facts  to  him  which  yon  could  have  testified  to  before  the  com- 
mittee in  Washington.    Is  not  that  truet — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  f — A.  No,  sir ;  because  I  have  papers  now 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  piqpers;  they  coald  have  been  added. 
Yon  had  knowledge  of  those  papers,  had  you  nott — A.  Yes,  sir;  but 
they  were  not  in  my  possession  then. 

Q.  What  papers  do  you  refer  to  t — A.  The  letter  written  by  Mr.  Ma^ 
thews  threatening  his  life. 

Q.  That  has  b^n  put  in  evidence  by  other  parties,  by  Mr.  Matthews's 
brother  and  son  t — A.  No,  sir;  that  letter  is  not  in  nere  now. 

Mr.  Fbte.  That  is  another  letter. 

The  Witness.  Then  I  have  the  resolutions  which  were  passed,  which 
were  served  on  T.  E.  Matthews,  the  merchant  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Have  you  put  those  in  evidence  now  f — A.  No,  sir;  not  yet 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  about  what  you  have  put  in  evidence  here. — A. 
I  say  I  have  them,  and  they  are  to  go  in. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  consultation  with  the  Republican  members  of 
the  committee  as  to  the  propriety  of  going  to  Hazlehurst  to  take  this 
testimony  t — A.  I  think  they  asked  me  what  I  thought  about  it,  and  I 
was  frank  to  tell  them  that  I  thought  an  investigation  there  at  Hazle- 
hurst would  be  a  perfect  farce;  that  the  Democrats  still  kept  up  their 
organization,  and  they  would  intimidate  the  colored  people  and  keep 
them  away,  and  if  they  got  wind  of  them  there  they  would  stand  at  the 
door  and  wink  at  them  and  point  their  finger  at  them,  as  much  as  to  say 
to  them,  *^  Now  you  tell  anything  and  we  will  kill  you  for  it." 

Q.  And  you  advised  them  therefore  not  to  go  there  to  take  the  testi- 
mony f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  to  go  anywhere  in  Oopiah  County  f  What  advice  did 
you  give  to  the  committee;  that  is  what  I  want  to  know.  Do  you  mean 
to  say  that  when  they  asked  you,  you  advised  them  not  to  go  to  Copiah 
County  for  the  reason  that  you  have  stated? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  any  advice  as  to  going  to  Ja^sonf — ^A.  No, 
sir;  as  well  as  I  recollect,  my  advice  was  to  make  the  investigation  at 
Oxford,  Mississippi. 

Q.  What  were  your  reasons  for  advising  them  to  go  to  Oxford? — A 
My  reasons  were  to  get  the  investigation  out  of  the  reach  of  this  dead- 
head element  that  were  in  that  mob  so  that  they  could  not  dead-head 
their  way  there  in  order  to  get  to  the  committee  room  and  intimidate 
and  terrify  witnesses  and  go  around  the  country  and  keep  them  away. 
That  was  my  object 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  <^  mob"? — ^A.  By  a  mob  I  mean  men  in 
arms  in  violation  of  the  law,  going  and  intruding  on  men  in  their  pri- 
vate homes,  and  disturbing  the  peace  and  enjoyment  of  their  homes, 
and  killing  people. 

Q«  Did  you  expect  that  to  be  going  on  at  Hazlehurst  when  this  com- 
mittee got  there? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  expected  they  would  inaugurate  it 
right  away. 

Q.  Has  it  been  going  on  since  you  left  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  had  you  any  knowledge  that  anything  of  the  kind  would 
ooeur  there  when  this  committee  came  there? — ^A.  I  had  already  seen 
what  they  had  done  during  the  election,  and  I  knew  that  this  was  partly 
an  investigation  of  fhtuds  perpetrated  during  that  election.    Here  is 
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the  way  I  reasoned  about  it,  and  the  way  I  told  it  to  the  committee:  If 
they  would  perpetrate  these  frauds  and  marder  men  to  keep  them  from 
voting,  they  would  certainly  murder  them  to  keep  them  from  bringing 
the  facts  out  before  the  public. 

Q.  Then  you  tried  to  impress  upon  the  committee  that  they A. 

No.  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Who  do  yon  allude  to,  to  the  men  or  the  committee  t— A.  I  allude, 
most  assuredly,  to  this  mob  and  to  the  witnesses ;  that  they  would 
murder  the  witnesses  before  they  would  let  them  come  up  and  testify. 

Q.  Did  you  intimate  to  this  committee  at  all  that  their  personal  sitfety 
would  be  in  any  manner  endangered  by  going  to  Copiah  Oonnty  t— A. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Q.  Try  and  think  if  you  did  or  not. — ^A*  I  do  not  think  I  did,  because 
I  knew  that  this  committee  was  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States  Government,  and  they  dare  not  hurt  any  of  theuL 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  reason  that  you  wanted  the  committee  to  go  to 
Oxford,  so  that  they  would  be  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States 
Government t — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  because  there  was  a  Federal  court  there t — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  have  told  you  my  reasons. 

Q.  Was  not  that  one  of  the  reasons  f — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  have  just  told 
you  the  principal  reason  that  I  gave  Mr.  Frye,  and  he  can  tell  you  that 
it  was  to  get  an  investigation  outside  of  the  community  of  men  who 
participate  in  these  frauds,  and  murdered  these  men  to  keep  them 
from  voting,  and  shot  the  cannon  at  the  polls — ^to  get  it  out  of  their 
reach,  so  that  they  could  not  dead-head  their  way  to  it. 

Q.  In  doing  that  you  desired  to  get  the  committee  entirely  away  from 
the  county  of  Copiah  t — A.  I  had  rather  see  it  away  from  there. 

Q.  Were  all  the  people  of  Copiah  County  engaged  in  these  mobs  t^ 
A.  No,  sir;  but  the  good  people  who  are  there  are  afraid  to  speak  out 
against  it  and  antagonize  it. 

Q.  The  highest  estimate  you  have  made  of  these  mobs  is  150  or  200 
isn't  itf — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  highest  I  ever  saw. 

Q.  What  is  the  Democratic  vote  in  Copiah  County  t — A.  I  suppose 
about  2,000. 

Q.  Then  there  was  not  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  them  engaged  in 
these  demonstrations  f — A.  There  are  more  than  that  in  the  county  at 
times,  if  I  may  state  general  rumor  about  it;  150  is  as  many  as  I  saw 
ih  a  body. 

Q.  And  those  kept  moving  about  from  one  part  of  the  county  to  an- 
other; sometimes  they  went  east  and  sometimes  westt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Therefore  there  were  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  people  engaged 
in  these  things? — A.  I  don't  know  what  per  cent. 

Q.  And  although  they  were  armed  and  on  horseback,  they  were  at* 
tending  political  meetings,  weren't  theyt — A.  I  don't  know;  They  a^ 
tended  that  meeting  in  Hazlehnrst. 

Q.  That  was  a  political  meeting;  Major  Barksdale  spoke,  did  he 
not! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Therefore,  in  order  to  keep  the  committee  away  fix>m  this  mob  yon 
wanted  to  keep  them  away  from  the  whole  people  of  Copiah  County  t— 
A.  Not  so  much  to  keep  them  from  the  people  of  Copiah  County  as  from 
these  men. 

Q.  This  handful  of  men  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  But  outside  of  this  handftil  of  men  there  are  5,000  voters  in  Copiah 
County,  are  there  notf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  something  over  5,000. 

Q»  And  the  committee  would  not  go  there,  it  would  not  be  proper  for 
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them  to  go,  in  your  opinion,  because  there  were  some  150  or  200  armed 
men  riding  about  ana  committing  outrages  before  the  election  t — ^A.  I 
do  not  say  the  committee  would  be  in  any  danger;  I  say 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  policy  of  taking  evidence  there. — ^A.  Well, 
jast  as  I  have  given  it  before  I  state  it  now,  that  tbe  investigation 
would  have  been  a  farce  there. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  any  reasons  why  they  should  not  go  to  Jack- 
sonf— A.  I  thmk  I  told  them  that  Jackson  would  be  badly  crowded  at 
this  season;  that  the  legislature  was  in  session,  and  they  would  have 
diffionhy  in  getting  rooms. 

Q.  Was  there  any  suggestion  made  about  Wesson? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
did  not  hear  anything  about  Wesson. 

Q.  Or  Giystal  Springst— A.  No,  sir. 

ByMr.  Fkyb: 

Q.  Didn't  you  say  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Senator  Hoar, 
and  didn't  yon  say  to  me,  that  you  thought  the  membiBrs  of  the  com- 
mittee would  be  treated  with  entire  courtesy  in  Copiah  County  and  at 
Hazlehurstt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  recollection;  and  I  told  you,  also, 
that  they  would  do  it  for  the  reason  tl^at  they  knew  you  were  under  the 
protection  of  the  United  States,  and  they  would  do  it  in  order  to  plaster 
the  thing  over. 

Mr.  Fbyb.  That  is  all.  I  want  to  put  in  some  papers  by  and  by.  I 
want  to  recall  young  Mr.  Matthews— J.  M.  Matthews — ^for  a  moment. 

J.  H.  Matthews  (recalled). 
By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Qaestion.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  any  attempts  that  were 
made  to  secure  counsel  in  Hazlehurst  to  prosecute  the  men  who  did  the 
shooting  of  Burnet ;  did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  that  matter  f— ^ 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  whose  request  f — A.  Mr.  Burnetts. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  f — ^A.  He  requested  me  to  see  Mr.  Miller. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Miller  t — ^A.  He  was  an  attorney  there  at  the  bar, 
and  afterwards  elected  district  attorney  on  the  Democratic  ticket 

Q.  He  was  on  the  ticket  then  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  him  1 — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  took  place  between  you  and  himt — ^A.  I  met  him  on  the 
street,  and  we  sat  down  in  front  of  a  house,  on  the  steps,  and  got  to 
talking  about  it  I  told  him  that  Mr.  Burnet  had  sent  me  to  him ;  that 
he  would  rather  he  would  take  charge  of  the  case  if  he  would  do  it; 
and  that  I  wanted  to  see  that  somebody  took  charge  of  the  case ; 
that  1  did  not  expect  Mr.  Burnet  would  live,  and  the  doctor  didn't 
think  so,  and  that  Bumet  had  requested  me  to  go  to  him.  I  told  him 
also  about  young  Hart  when  he  was  called  before  Uie  mayor,  and  asked 
if  he  had  an  attorney,  and  who  it  was,  and  he  replied  that  the  Hazle- 
hunt  bar  was  his  attorney,  and  Mr.  Miller  spoke  up  and  said  that  he 
had  met  Mr.  Meade  that  morning,  and  he  told  him  that  he  had  seen 
most  of  the  bar,  and  that  they  had  gone  into  it,  and  that  he  had  just 
pledged  the  whole  bar  for  his  defense.  And  Mr.  Miller,  in  connection 
with  that,  said  that  Meade  told  him  that  Hart  was  a  Democrat,  and  he 
thought  they  all  ought  to  go  in  and  defend  him.  He  said  he  told 
Meade  that  while  Hart  was  a  Democrat  that  he  was  not  that  kind  of  a 
Democrat;  at  least,  he  would  not  defend  Hart  free  of  charge,  just 
because  he  was  a  Democrat,  for  shooting  Bumet,  though  he  said  he 
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would  not  prosecate^  be  would  not  defend,  and  preferred  not  to  take  the 
prosecntion. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  the  attorney  was  obtained  Anally  t— A.  At 
Brookhaven. 

Q.  Is  that  oatside  of  the  oonntyt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  in  Lincoln 
connty. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbxtby: 

Q.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  candidate  at  that  time  for  o£Eloe|  was  he  nott — 
A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  nominated.  I  don't  know  that  he  had 
been  nominated  by  the  Democrats }  but  I  believe  he  had. 

Q.  Did  he  not  decline  to  be  connected  with  the  prosecution  in  that 
case  simply  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  office  before  the 
people  of  the  county,  and  did  not  desire  to  be  connected  with  the  case 
at  that  time  t — ^A.  Ko,  sir ;  he  did  not  state  those  reasons  for  it. 
.  Q.  Was  there  any  fee  tendered  to  him  or  to  any  other  counsel  there? 
— ^A.  I  did  not  see  any  tendered  to  him. 

Q.  He  was  simply  talked  to :  there  was  no  retaining  fee  offered  to  him 
so  far  as  you  knowt — ^A.  I  dia  not  see  any  offered. 

Mrs.  Maby  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fb YE: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  now! — ^Answer.  At  Oxford,  Missis- 
sippi. 

Q.  Is  your  whole  family  with  you  at  Oxford!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  ago  did  you  leave  Hazlehurstf — ^A.  I  left  there  in  No- 
vember, on  the  2(>th  of  the  month. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  there  with  the  expectation  of  ever  returning  t — ^A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  your  family  with  you  expecting  any  of  them  to  re- 
turn there  to  livef — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  expect  any  of  them  to  go  back 
there  to  live. 

Q.  Why  will  not  you  or  your  family  go  back  to  Hazlehurst  to  live;  is 
not  your  property  theret — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  husband  had  a  good  deal  of  real  estate  there,  didn't  he  t— A. 
Yes,  sir;  he  had  some. 

Q.  And  considerable  property  outside. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  will  not  you  and  your  whole  &mily  go  back  to  Hazlehurst 
to  live;  in  other  words,  are  you  afraid  to  go  back  there  to  live  with  your 
fiunily  f — ^A.  Well,  I  think  tilieir  resolutions  were  enough  for  me  to  take 
my  children  and  leave  there. 

Q.  ^d  to  remain  away  t — A.  Well,  I  intend  to. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  lived  in  Hazlehurstf — A.  I  have  been  living 
there  12  years. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  lived  in  Copiah  County  f — ^A.  I  was  bom  and 
raised  there. 

Q.  All  of  your  family  residents  of  Mississippi  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  go  to  Oxford;  had  you  two  boys  in  college  there!— 
A.  YeflL  sir;  my  two  oldest  children  were  there. 

Q.  Tney  are  now  in  college,  are  theyf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  What  was  your  husband's  business,  a  merchant! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  been  merchandising  ever  since  you  and  he  had  been  living 
at  Hazlehurst! — A.  Yes,  sir;  after  he  was  sheriff.  He  was  sheriff  for 
some  time,  and  then  went  to  merchandising. 

Q.  He  was  elected  once  or  twice  sheriff,  was  he  not! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And  also  appointed  sheriff  f— A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  anything  and  hear  anything  of  this  crowd  of  mounted 
and  armed  men  aroand  Hazlehnrst  at  the  time  of  the  election  t — A.  Yes^ 
sir. 

Q.  State  what  yon  saw  and  heard  t — A.  Well,  I  saw  them  on  the 
streetoj  they  passed  my  house. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  shonld  yon  think  there  were  f — A.  Well,  I  reckon 
there  were  75  of  them. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  them  just  before  they  sent  a  resolution  to  your  hus- 
band f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Weie  they  armed  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  gunsT — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anything  when  they  rode  by  your  house  t — 
A.  They  said,  ^^  Somebody  had  better  get  away,"  ^<  Somebody  was  mighty 
Biek,"  two  or  three  times. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  who  said  thatt — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  were 
four  or  five  of  them. 

Q.  Did  they  shout  as  they  went  by  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  holler- 
ing. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  they  stopped  a  short  distance  from  the 
house T— A.  Yes,  sir;  they  stopped  right  at  the  bridge,  near  the  hou8e>. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stop  f — A.  I  don't  know  how  long;  a  few  min- 
utes. 

Q.  Following  that  stop,  did  a  man  come  to  your  house  with  a  mes- 
sage, a  resolution  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  it  t— A.  Mr.  John  McLemore. 

Q.  You  may  state  what  took  place  when  he  came  to  the  house. — ^A. 
He  rode  up  to  the  gate,  and  asked  Mr.  Matthews  to  come  out;  and  he 
asked  him  to  come  in,  and  gave  him  a  chair ;  and  he  talked  to  him 
a  while;  and  he  said  that  he  wanted  to  see  him  privately,  and  stepped 
in  the  hall  and  handed  that  resolution  to  him ;  and  I  stepped  in  there 
and  read  it  myself. 

Q.  Yon  read  it  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Matthews  handed  it  back 
to  him,  and  I  asked  him  to  give  it  to  me;  and  I  saved  it  and  put  it  in 
my  trunk. 

Q.  Have  you  got  it  now  t — ^A.  It  is  at  home  in  the  trunk  at  Oxford. 

Q- 1  will  read  to  you  a  resolution  which  has  been  testified  to  here  in 
the  committee:  '' Whereas  it  is  thought  that  the  public  good  will  be 
nbeerred  if  Print  Matthews  should  abstain  from  visiting  the  polls  on 
election  day,  Resolved  by  the  citizens  of  this  town  that  the  said  Print 
Matthews  be  advised  to  remain  within  his  own  inclosnre  on  election 
day."   Is  that  the  resolution  you  refer  tot— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  one. 

Q.  Yon  read  that,  and  have  the  original  at  home  nowf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  your  husband  say  to  Mr.  McLemore  t— A.  He  told  him 
he  was  going  to  vote ;  that  they  might  murder  him.  but  he  would  cast 
hiB  vote;  that  it  was  his  privilege  and  right;  that  he  had  as  good  a  right 
to  vote  as  he  had,  or  any  of  the  rest  of  them,  and  that  he  should  do  it 

Q.  Did  this  man  then  leave f — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  went  back  to  the  mob, 
And  reported  what  was  said. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  mob  again  that  night  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  What  did  they  dot— -A.  They  traveled  around  the  streets  until 
^AajoT  Barksdale  went  to  speak,  and  then  they  went  up  there,  and 
whooped  and  hollered  and  cut  up. 

Q.  Was  there  firing  around  town  there  that  day  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 


Q.  Did  you  hear  any  firing  yourself  t — ^A.  Yes,' sir. 
Q.  How  much  t — A.  I  don^t 


t  know,  but  a  good  deal  of  it. 
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Q.  Had  yon  heard  any  before  around  anywhere  In  the  town  t— A.  Fo, 
sir.    Weill  as  they  came  in  in  the  morning  they  came  in  firing. 

Q.  They  wonld  come  into  town  in  the  morning? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  they  were  ont  in  the  country  in  the  night  f — A.  GHiat  is  what 
they  said,  that  they  had  been  riding  all  night 

Q.  And  in  the  morning  they  would  come  in  firing  T — A.  Yea,  sir. 
They  were  in  there. 

Q.  The  next  day  was  election  day.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Wheeler! — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  frequently  been  at  your  house  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  visited 
the  house. 

Q.  Had  he  eaton  at  your  table  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  Not  a  great  while  be- 
fore that  he  had  taken  dinner  or  tea  there  one  night. 

Q.  Were  your  husband  and  Mr.Wheeler  on  good  tormst— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  difficulty  between  themt — A.  They  never 
had  any. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  your  husband  ever  had  any  difficulties  with  any 
of  the  neighbors? — ^A.  He  never  had  a  difficulty. 

Q.  Was  he  a  peaceable,  quiet  man  in  the  neighborhood  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  he  at  home  t— A.  He  was  very  quiet  and  peaceable 
everywhere. 

Q.  Did  he  or  not  keep  open  house  T  Did  you  have  much  company?— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  we  always  had  company. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  had  dealings  with  Democrats  the 
same  as  with  Bepublicans  in  his  store  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  just  the  same. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  anything  was  done  to  your  hus- 
band other  than  political  reasons  ? — ^A.  That  is  all,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  you  see  this  crowd  of  men  on  election  day  after  your  husband 
was  killed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  part  of  them. 

Q.  Where  were  they? — A.  On  the  streets  and  some  of  them  at  the 
gate  and  some  of  them  in  the  yard. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  they  were 
doing;  standing  around. 

Q.  Making  a  noise? — ^A.  Well,  in  the  daytime  they  had  the  band 
out  and  the  cannon  firing  and  rejoicing. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Burnet  at  your  house  along  about  that  time? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  there? — ^A.  He  had  been  there  a  week  or 
ton  days,  I  believe.  After  he  was  able  to  go  fh>m  the  hotol  he  was 
moved  to  our  house. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Burnet  leave  your  house  ? — A.  He  left  Monday 
night  before  the  election. 

Q.  When  did  he  next  returu  to  your  house  ?— A.  On  Thursday,  I  be- 
lieve— ^Wednesday  or  Thursday. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  second  resolutions,  the  long  list 
of  resolutions  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  them.    They  kept  them. 

Q.  They  kept  them  from  you.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any 
difficulty  in  getting  men  to  work  for  a  burial-place  after  the  dose  of 
day  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  difficulty? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  told  the  negro  that  dug 
the  vault  that  he  would  have  to  leave  there ;  that  they  would  kill  him 
if  he  dug  it.  He  fixed  the  vault  and  left,  and  he  has  not  lived  there 
since.  He  has  not  come  back.  He  did  not  quite  finish  it  He  did  not 
finish  the  cement.  We  had  that  done  week  before  last  This  man, 
Bobinson,  did  not  stay  to  finish  it  up. 
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Q.  Did  your  husband  take  part  in  social  life  in  HadehaFst  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Was  he  connected  with  any  of  the  chnrohes  there  t — ^A.  He  be- 
longed to  no  chnrch.  He  wonld  go  to  any  chnroh  or  attend  all  of  the 
churches,  first  one  and  then  the  oUier. 

Q.  Did  he  sabscribe  to  the  chnrchest — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  helped  to 
support  all  of  them,  and  helped  to  boild. 

Q.  Was  he  liberal  in  his  sabsmptionsf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  did  he  take  when  neighbors  were  poor  and  sick  t — A. 
He  always  helped  anybody  who  was  in  distress,  no  matter  who  it  was. 
They  never  came  to  him  and  went  off  withont  anything.  He  divided 
with  them. 

Mr.  Fbye.  That  is  all,  nnless  yon  wish  to  say  something  else. 
By  the  Oh  airman  : 

Q.  I  wonld  like  to  ask  you  a  qnestion.  I  woald  like  to  ask  yon  if 
joa  ever  heard  your  husband,  in  private  or  anywhere,  endeavor  to  ex- 
cite the  hatred  or  angry  feeling  of  any  class  of  people  against  any  other 
class,  either  in  politics  or  any  other  way  t» A.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not  that 
land  of  a  man. 

Q.  What  was  his  speech  abont  his  neighbors,  as  to  being  kindly  or 
angiy;  what  was  his  habit,  whether  he  was  a  man  of  kindly  and  affec- 
tiimate  feeling  toward  his  neighbors  or  otherwise  t — ^A.  He  was  kind  to 
them  and  the  neighbors  aU  liked  him.  They  had  nothing  against  him, 
as  they  wonld  say,  except  his  politics.  The  people  there  in  Hazelhurst 
seemed  to  like  him. 

Hiss  Mabt  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr,  Fbyb: 

Question.  How  old  are  yon  f — Answer.  I  am  19  yeacs  old. 

Q.  Ton  are  living  at  Oxfoid  with  yoar  mother  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  living  at  home  abont  election  time  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  been  at  homef — A.  I  had  been  at  home  all  the 
fall— since  sammer. 

Q.  Yon  may  state  what  yon  saw  while  yon  were  at  home  prior  to  that 
ele^on  of  this  mob  that  is  spoken  about  t — A.  I  saw  them  come  in 
town  Monday  morning.  As  they  were  coming  in  Mr.  Meade  and  Mr. 
Hargrave  went  out  and  met  them  and  came  in  with  them.  They  rode 
in  town  and  said  they  were  not  coming  on  that  side  of  the  railroad  ^ 
but  they  came  on  that  side  and  went  all  throngh  the  town,  and  then 
came  back  right  by  onr  house. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  count  the  arms  yourself  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  arms  did  you  count f — ^A.  Double-barreled  shotguns. 

Q.  How  many  guns  did  you  count  in  the  mobt — A.  I  counted  ninety* 

Q.  Did  they  make  any  noise  t — ^A.  They  were  hollering  aU  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  distinguish  anything  that  was  saidf — ^A.  Only  that/^  some- 
body had  better  get  away ;  some£>dy  was  mighty  sick." 

Q.  Was  that  repeated  by  many  of  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  many. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  go  away  and  make  a  halt  anywhere  f — A.  It  was 
in  Uie  evening.  They  came  to  the  foot  of  the  bridge  and  stopped  there, 
ttd  we  thought  they  were  all  coming  to  the  house;  but  our  physidan 
went  to  them  and  told  them  that  my  sister  was  very  sick  and  asked 
tl^eni  not  to  do  it.  They  went  to  the  bridge  then,  and  we  were  told 
tbey  were  on  their  way  to  the  house  then.    They  stopped  there  awhile^ 
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and  then  turned  around  and  went  back  to  the  oourt-hooae,  and  th^i 
eent  the  resolations  by  Mr.  John  McLemore. 

Q.  That  resolution  which  jour  mother  has  described?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  it  and  heard  itt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  your  father's  reply  to  that  resolution  1 — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  that  man  f — ^A.  He  told  him  that  he  was  gwag 
to  vote  unless  they  murdered  him  before  he  voted ;  that  they  could  not 
do  anything  but  kill  him,  and  if  he  was  not  murdered  before  that  he 
was  going  to  vote;  that  he  had  as  much  right  to  as  any  of  them,  and 
he  was  going  to  exercise  his  right. 

Q.  Did  you  see  this  mob  of  men  again  after  that  Monday  night  t — 
A.  I  did  not  see  them  all  together. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  in  separate  squads  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Around  town  f  ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing  on  Tuesday  t — A.  I  did  not  see  them  on 
Tuesday. 

Q.  On  Wednesday  t — ^A.  They  were  around  town.  They  had  their 
guns  all  the  time. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  cannon  and  fire  it  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  And  a  brass  band  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  played  it  Tuesday  night 
and  Wednesday  night. 

Q.  On  election  <&y,  on  Tuesday,  you  were  at  your  house  t — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  when  your  father  left  to  vote t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not  know  he  had  gone  until  I  went  through  the  house  to  look  for  hun. 
and  I  went  back  and  asked  ma  if  he  had  gone;  she  said  she  reokonea 
60.  I  looked  all  through  the  house  and  could  not  see  him  anywhere, 
and  then  I  went  out  on  the  front  porch  and  sat  down,  and  directly  I 
heard  a  gun  fire,  and  I  knew  what  it  was  as  soon  as  I  heard  it. 

Q.  You  waited  until  you  heard  the  gun  fire,  and  knew  what  it  was 
in  a  minute  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Qi  Then  what  did  you  dot — A.  I  told  ma  I  heard  the  gun,  and  I  knew 
what  they  had  done,  and  I  went  up  town  where  he  was,  and  they  had 
the  front  door  locked. 

Q.  You  went  to  the  town  meeting-house  and  tried  to  get  into  the 
doort — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  at  the  door  t — A.  Mr.  Gox,  one  of  the  inspectors ;  he  was 
on  the  outside  with  the  door  locked. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  you  T — ^A.  He  told  me  I  could  not  come  in 
thercs  and  I  told  him  I  was  coming  in  anyway.  He  said  I  had  no  busi- 
ness in  there,  and  could  not  come  in.  I  told  him  I  knew  pa  was  in  there, 
and  that  they  had  murdered  him,  and  that  I  was  going  in.  Mr.  Groome 
came  along  and  caught  hold  of  me  and  carried  me  half  way  to  the  Btmej 
and  I  turned  around  and  went  back,  and  Mr.  Ooz  told  me  he  thought  I 
had  better  go  home  and  stay  there.  I  told  him  I  didn't  care  what  he 
thought,  that  I  was  going  in  there ;  that  it  was  none  of  his  busiiuess. 
The  door  was  still  locked,  and  my  uncle  Leon  came  in  a  few  minutes  and 
they  broke  the  door  open  then,  and  we  went  in. 

Q.  And  found  your  father  deadf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Wheelerf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Was  your  father  on  good  terms  with  himf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  house  frequently? — ^A.  He  was  there  last 
spring.    I  remember  one  evening  he  was  there. 

Q.  Did  he  trade  at  your  father's  store  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  yon  ever  know  of  their  having  any  difflooltyt— -A.  I  never 
did. 

Q.  What  wa8  your  father's  disposition  amongst  his  neighbors;  kindly 
and  peaceable,  or  otherwise  t— A.  He  was  the  most  peaceable  man^  I 
thinky  I  ever  saw.  He  was  always  after  people  about  saying  things; 
always  telling  them  that  they  talked  too  much,  and  it  could  not  do 
them  any  good  to  say  it,  and  they  might  as  well  just  keep  it  to  them- 
selves; that  it  was  no  use  to  go  around  saying  anything,  even  if  it  was 
tnie. 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  trouble  with  his  neighborst — ^A.  He  never  did. 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  trouble  with  a  Mr.  Mitchell,  or  any  such  name  as 
thatt— A.  No,  sir;  it  was  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mitchell.  I  don't  know 
what  the  difficulty  was;  but  Uie'day  Burnet  was  shot  Mr.  Mitchell  was 
in  town,  and  two  of  the  Wheelers  were  carrying  their  guns  idl  around 
town,  looking  after  him.  He  was  over  at  the  hotel  where  Burnet  was, 
and  he  asked  my  uncle  to  go  up  the  street  with  him  to  meet  Wheeler, 
and  my  uncle  said  he  was  a  friend  to  botii  parties,  and  he  would  not  go 
with  either  one,  and  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 

Q.  Bo  he  would  not  take  any  part  in  the  contit>versy  1 — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  the  resolutions  were  brought  on  Thurs- 
day!—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  those  resolutions?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  were  they  brought;  was  it  the  day  3'our  flather  was 
buried f— A.  They  were  brought  just  as  we  got  back  from  the  burial; 
ma  had  not  got  back  yet;  just  us  children  had  gotten  back. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  you  wish  to  testify  to  before 
tlie  committee? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Mias  Jessik  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Pbyb: 

Qaestion.  You  are  another  daughter  of  Mr.  Print  Matthews? — ^An- 
8wer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  flow  old  are  you? — A.  Sixteen. 

Q.  Are  you  living  now  with  your  mother  at  Oxford? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  expect  to  go  back  to  Hazlehurst  to  live? — A.  No, 
air:  I  don't  believe  we  will. 

Q.  You  were  at  home  for  the  fortnight  before  election,  were  you  not? 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  sick  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Confined  to  your  bed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  You  were  the  sick  daughter  who  has  been  talked  about  in  this 
inveatigation  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  this  crowd  at  any  time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them 
on  Monday. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  at  any  other  time  than  on  Monday? — A, 
When  they  went  out  on  Monday  evening. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  after  your  father  was  killed  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  gun  and  the  band  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  How  fiir  was  your  house  from  the  railroad  depot — a  short  dis- 
tance?—A  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  And  how  Cor  from  the  county  buildings — a  short  distance  ? — ^A. 
Tea,  air. 

Q.  Gonld  you  hear  men  talking  out  of  doors  as  fieir  as  up  to  the  court- 
house?-A  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  If  a  man  was  making  a  speech  on  the  oonrt-honse  steps  conld  yoo 
hear  it  in  yoor  house t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that;  we  conld  hear  the 
noise. 

Q.  Yon  know  Mr.  Burnet,  who  has  been  a  witness  here  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  who  stopped  at  your  house  for  some  length  of  time  f— A. 
Yes,  air. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  he  ieftf — ^A.  Yes,  sin 

Q-  You  may  state,  if  you  please,  if  you  heard  anything  from  this 
crowd  touching  Burnet  at  that  time ;  about  the  time  he  left. — ^A.  The 
evening  he  was  to  come  back  I  heard  that. 

Q.  What  evening  was  thatf — A.  On  GDuesday  evening,  on  the  mixed 
train. 

Q.  On  the  day  of  the  election  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  heart — A.  There  was  a  crowd  of  men  going  to  the 
train  with  guns  and  just  hallooing  ^^  Burnet" 

Q.  And  yon  saw  the  crowd  and  heard  them  hallooing  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  t — A.  I  didn't  do  anything. 

Q.  Was  there  a  dispatch  sent  to  Burnet  f — ^A.  My  brother  sent  a  let- 
ter on  the  evening  train,  and  my  sister  sent  a  dispatch  later  in  the 
evening. 

Q.  Advising  him  not  to  come  back? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  not  return  on  that  Taesday  night t — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  did 
not  return  until  Thursday  morning. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  of  your  father  having  any  difficulty  with  bis 
neighbors,  either  Democrats  or  Bepublicanst — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  of  his  being  quarrelsome  at  all  with  any  of 
them,  or  have  altercations,  or  anything  of  that  kindt — ^A.  No,  sir;  he 
was  very  qaiet. 

Q.  What  was  his  disposition  1 — ^A.  He  was  very  quiet  and  had  one 
of  the  best  dispositions  I  ever  knew. 

Q.  He  was  a  lame  mant — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  small  or  large  sized  man  t — A.  About  the  size  of  my  oldest 
brother. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  committee  bringing  those  resolutions  notifylug  him 
to  leave— or  the  Long  resolutions t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  just  one  man  broaght 
them.    We  had  just  gotten  out  of  the  hack. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  what  he  said  t — A.  No ;  Meredith  went  to  the  fence, 
to  the  gate,  to  him.    I  was  sitting  on  the  porch. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 
Q.  What  was  your  father's  full  namet — A.  John  Prentice  Matthews. 

S.  S.  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Pbyb  : 

Question.  What  is  your  full  name  T — Answer.  Simon  Suggs  Matthews. 

Q.  How  old  are  you  t — ^A.  Eighteen. 

Q.  In  college  now,  at  Oxford,  with  your  brother? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  at  home,  were  you,  prior  to  the  election  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  been  absent  before  that  timef — ^A.  Since  the 
first  of  Octoba*. 

Q.  What  day  did  you  go  hornet — ^A.  I  went  home  Tuesday  and  got 
there  at  12  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  notice  of  the  death  of  your  father,  and  go  home 
on  that  account f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  received  a  dispatch. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  after  you  returned  home;  did  you  see  any  o 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


ALLEGED  ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN  MISSIS8IPPL  65 

these  men? — A.  When  I  got  off  the  train  there  was  a  crowd  of  76  or 
100  Uiere  with  gona. 

Q.  What  were  they  doingt — A.  They  were  just  standing  there  hal- 
looing.   As  I  passed  by,  one  of  them  spoke  to  me — a  boy;  he  had  a 
Bin  on  his  shoulder ;  and  I  saw  the  town  marshal,  a  young  man  named 
cMaster,  and  he  spoke  to  me  as  I  passed. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  demonstrations  on  their  part  that  day  beyond 
that;  you  went  right  home  to  the  house t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  them  again  that  dayf — ^A.  At  night. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  finng  that  day  t — ^A.  It  was  night  when  I  got 
home. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  of  them  on  Wednesday? — A.  I  saw  them  on 
tiie  street  with  their  guns. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  fire  a  cannon  t — A.  Fo,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  music  that  dayf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  on  Thursday,  was  it,  that  your  father  was  buried  t — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  the  Long  resolutions  were  brought) — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  saw  them  delivered  on  the  return  Irom  the  funeral  t — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  mother  had  not  got  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  I  understand,  you  and  the  whole  of  the  family  have  left  there  f — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  your  father's  immediate  family  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  are  now  living  at  Oxford  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  the  intention  to  move  back  to  Hazlehurst  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
think  not 

Q.  Is  it  believed  by  the  family  to  be  safe  to  go  back  there  to  live  t— 
A  No,  sir. 
I  Q.  What  have  you  to  say  about  your  father's  disposition  f — A.  I  know 

!  nothing  more  than  what  hM  been  said. 

Q.  Ton  agree  with  the  others  T — ^A.  Yes,  sur. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  him  to  have  any  ijuarrels  or  troubles  t — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Was  he  considerable  of  a  political  leader t— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was 
Mid  to  be  by  some. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  speeches  in  that  campaign  f — ^A.  Yes, 
flir :  I  heard  him  make  one. 

Q.  Where  was  that? — ^A.  It  was  in  the  court-house  at  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Was  the  time  divided  there  f — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  speaking  with  him  f — ^A.  Bob  Miller. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  calculated  to  stir  up  the  colored  men  against 
the  whitest^ A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  stir  up  any  ill  feeling  t — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  anything  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

The  subcommittee  then  a4joumed  until  Monday  morning,  February 
1668  ooNa— 00 5 
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New  Orleans,  Mondayj  February  18,  L884. 
The  subcommittee  met  pursaemt  to  Hdjonroment    Present,  Messrs. 
Hoar  ^chairman),  Cameron,  Frye,  Saulsbury  and  Jones.    The  examina- 
tion  01  witnesses  was  resumed  as  follows: 

David  Bell  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fryb  : 

Quesion.  What  part  of  Copiah  County  do  you  live  int — ^Answer.  I 
live  about  six  or  seven  miles  north  of  Hazlehnrst 

Q.  What  voting  precinct! — A.  Gallman. 

Q.  Were  you  inspector  at  the  polls  at  that  precinct! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bepublican  inspector  t  A. — ^Republican  inspector. 

Q.  Were  you  also  chairman  of  the  Bepublican  county  committee! — A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  read  and  write! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  the  owner  of  property! — A.  I  own  some  live  stock. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Copiah  County  !— A.  About  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years. 

Q.  Were  you  formerly  a  slave! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  what  happened  to  you  the  Monday  night 
before  the  last  election! — A.  About  :2  or  3  o'clock  in  the  night  there 
were  some  men  came. 

Q.  How  many  men! — A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  As  near  as  you  can  tell! — A.  I  reckon  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Q.  White  men,  or  black! — ^A.  White  men.  Wt'll,  I  was  asleep  when 
they  hailed  at  the  door;  my  wife  was  up  with  a  light  and  they  came  to 
the  gallery  and  hailed,  and  she  run  to  the  bed  and  waked  me  up ;  then 
they  rushed  in  and  taken  me  out. 

Q.  Did  they  push  the  door  in  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  took  you  out! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  What  did  they  do  ! — A.  They  had  a  talk  with  me,  and  turned  me 
loose  and  told  me  to  go,  and  I  started  ofif,  and  as  I  started  off  some  of 
them  give  me  a  lick  on  the  shoulder,  a  very  severe  one  which  sent  me 
down  on  my  hands,  but  I  got  up  and  made  out,  and  they  struck  at  me 
again  but  didn't  hit  me  the  next  time.  Then  I  went  to  the  house,  and 
through  the  house,  and  out  in  my  night  clothes,  and  made  my  way  off. 
That  was  about  the  end  of  it. 

Q.  Were  those  men  armed  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  guns. 

Q.  Were  they  masked! — A.  !No,  sir;  they  weren't  masked. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  them! — A.  I  might  have  known  some  of 
them,  but  I  never  kept  recollection.  I  might  have  seen  some  of  them 
before. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  who  they  were  if  yon  did  know  them ;  I  am 
simply  asking  you  did  you  know  any  of  them  ! — ^A.  I  suppose  I  might 
have  knowed  some  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  some  of  them  ! — A.  I  bad  seen  some  of  them 
before. 

Q.  Were  they  Democrats  ! — A.  I  dont  know  as  to  that. 

Q.  Were  not  those  that  you  did  see  and  did  know,  Democrats!— >A 
Kow  the  last  election,  it  was  a  little  kind  of  mixed,  you  know — Independ- 
ents, Independent  Bepublicans,  and  Independent  Democrats,  and  kind 
of  mixed. 

Q.  Give  me  the  names  of  those  yon  did  know,  and  I  can  tell  whether 
they  were  Democrats  or  not. — ^A.  I  don't  recollect  their  names  veiy  dis- 
tinctly. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  decline  to  give  their  names,  Mr.  Bell  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  reason  yon  will  not  give  ns  the  names  of  the  men  who 
came  there  and  drove  yoa  oat  of  the  honse  t — A.  I  don't  deem  it  expe- 
^ent  to  do  so. 

Q.  Did  you  return  to  your  house  that  night  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  sleep  f — A.  I  didn't  sleep  no  more  that  night. 

Q.  The  next  day  was  Tuesday,  was  itt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Election  day  t — ^A.  Election  day. 

Q.  What  did  those  men  tell  you  about  election  day,  if  anything — 
aboat  voting  or  anything  elsef — A.  I  decline  to  tell. 

Q.  Why  do  you  decline  to  tellf  Did  they  threaten  you  f — A.  Some 
of  tiiem  talked  back  pretty  rash  to  me,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Q.  Did  they  say  anything  to  you  about  voting  the  Eepublican  tickett — 
A.  I  suppose  they  was  a  lot  of  drinking  fellows,  and  I  didn't  pay  much 
attention  to  what  they  said  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  have  tickets  with  you  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  take  them  away  from  you  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  with  themf — A.  They  destroyed  them. 

Q.  Yoa  had  the  tickets  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  them,  had 
yoaf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  tickets  were  they  that  you  had — Bepublican  tickets  t — ^A. 
Well,  except  for  the  district  attorney,  R.  N.  Miller. 

Q.  You  had  E.  N.  Miller  on  your  tickets,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  can- 
didates were  Bepublicans,  were  they  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Aft^  the  election,  did  a  mob  of  men  visit  your  house  again  f — A. 
1  will  have  to  tell  you  about  hearsays,  I  reckon. 

Q.  Why  about  hearsay  f  Were  you  not  attacked  t — ^A.  I  was  pretty 
dose  there. 

Q.  You  were  not  in  your  house  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  that  you  did  not  sleep  in  your  house  after  the 
first  night  that  they  came  up  there  ? — A.  It  was  a  good  while. 

Q.  As  nearly  as  you  can  tell,  how  longt — A.  Probably  a  couple  of 
weeks. 

Q.  Where  did  you  sleep  f — A.  For  a  while  I  slept  in  the  cotton-house 
backof  my  kitchen. 

Q.  Where  else  did  you  sleep  t— A.  I  went  a  few  miles  from  my  house 
to  a  neighbor  of  mine  that  I  staid  with. 

Q.  What  made  you  sleep  away  from  home  f — A.  I  had  business  about. 

Q.  Was  that  the  reason  f  What  made  you  sleep  out  of  your  house  t 
Were  you  afraid  of  being  visited  again  f — ^A.  There  was  some  talk  of 
them  visiting  me  again ;  1  don't  really  know  the  fact. 

Q.  Did  they  not  visit  you  again  after  the  election  f  Did  they  not  go 
to  your  house  t — A.  My  wife  said  they  did. 

Q.  Did  they  ^o  in  f — A.  She  said  so. 

Q.  Is  your  wife  heret — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  colored  people  up  in  that  section  of  the  country  alarmed 
aboot  that  time  before  the  election  t — A.  There  was  rumors  to  that 
effect 

Q.  Did  a  good  many  of  them  sleep  away  from  homet — A.  That  was 
the  general  rumor. 

Q.  Were  there  some  guns  fired  around  in  the  neighborhood  t — ^A. 
Wen,  yes,  sir;  I  would  hear  guns  occasionally  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  they  struck  you  with  on  the  shouldert — A. 
Ko,  sir;  I  don't  know  what  it  was;  1  didn't  see  it;  I  thought  it  was  a 
gan;  it  was  some  very  heavy  thing. 
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By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  What  position  did  yoa  hold? — ^A.  Chairman  of  the  Bepnblican 
executive  committee  of  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Mr.  Burnet  said  that  he  was  chairman  of  the  executive  committee. 
—A.  He  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  Camebon.  No,  he  said  that  he  was  chairman  of  the  Index>endeDt 
Democratic  committee,  not  the  Republican  committee. 
QYou  had  two  parties? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  chairman  of  the  Bepublican  executive  committee?— A 
Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  a  disti  net  organization  from  the  Independent  Democratic 
organization? — ^A.  In  part  it  was.  There  was  a  kind  of  fusion  between 
the  Republicans  and  Independents;  they  agreed  on  one  ticket, or  partly 
agreed:  they  weren't  exactly  harmonious  in  every  respect. 

Q.  You  said  that  some  persons  came  to  your  house;  drinking  persons 
I  understood  you  to  say? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  came  to  your  house  and  took  you  out  and  talked  with  yoaf 
— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  one  of  them  struck  you? — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  blow  that  you  received?— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was 
fhe  only  one. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  struck  you? — ;A.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  some  tickets  which  you  say  they  took  from  you?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  tickets  were  tliey? — A.  Independent,  Republican, 
and  Democrat  mixed. 

Q.  A  kind  effusion  ticket? — A.  The  Independents  and  Republicans 
had  fused  and  made  up  a  ticket;  and  besides  that,  I  had  got  a  ticket 
printed  containing  the  names  of  the  Republican  nominee  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Q.  So  you  had  some  tickets  of  all  sorts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  election,  did  you? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  intimidated  and  prevented  fh>m  voting! — ^A.  Ifo, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  the  colored  people  generally  in  your  neighborhood  vote  there? 
— ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  they  voted  pretty  generally. 

Q.  They  were  not  intimidated  and  prevented  from  voting  ?^ — ^A.  No, 
sir:  not  at  my  box. 

Q.  You  said  you  remained  out  from  home  some  two  weeks? — ^A.  Tes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  staid  about  at  different  places ;  you  said  you  had  business 
around? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  business  about. 

Q.  Did  you  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Matthews  about  two  weeks  before 
the  election,  in  reference  to  the  canvass  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  write  to  him  on  that  occasion  that  he  was  carrying  on 
fhe  canvass  too  vigorously  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  about  the  poiport 
of  my  letter.  I  had  went  down  on  White  Oak  and  around  in  beat  4  to 
ascertain  how  things  was — ^how  our  party  was  standing  and  so  forth— and 
I  found  that  it  was  standing  up  pretty  well;  the  speakers  was  to  speak 
in  that  beat  that  week  at  two  or  three  points.  After  a  thorough  exami- 
nation I  had  arrived  at  Crystal  Springs  on  Saturday  and  wrote  to  Mr. 
Mathews  that  I  thought  it  was  useless  to  have  any  other  speaking  there. 
Mr.  Burnet  and  him  had  instructed  me  to  make  an  appointment  for  him. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  you  did  not  write  to  him  not  to  be  so  violent  in 
their  speeches,  &c.  ? — ^A.  I  didn't  use  that  term  "violent,^ 

Q.  What  was  the  impression  you  aimed  to  convey  in  that  letter? 

The  Chaibkan.  I  think  that  is  going  too  far.         .  , 
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By  Mr.  Gamebon  : 
Q.  Yon  may  state  as  nearly  as  yoa  can  what  yoa  did  write. — A. 
After  I  went  to  the  neighborhood  and  saw  that  oar  party  was  doing  very 
well,  I  declined  to  make  the  appointment  for  Mr.  Bamet  to  speak  there^ 
and  wrote  to  Mr.  Matthews,  and  in  my  letter  I  told  him  to  inform  Mn 
Burnet  that  I  didn't  think  it  was  necessar^t :  that  there  was  a  good 
many  colored  people  there  that  said  they  didn't  care  to  go  out  to  any 
more  speaking,  and  I  thought  if  they  were  let  alone  they  woold  Toto 
M  they  thought  proper.  I  had  been  in  the  habit  of  canvassing  eveiy 
election  and  taking  an  active  part  in  the  county,  and  I  knew  pretty  weU 
the  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  so  when  I  arrived  at  Crystal  Spring8| 
I  wrote  this  letter  to  Mr.  Matthews  at  Hazlehurst. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbubt  : 

Q.  When  were  yoa  summoned  to  appear  before  this  committee  t — A. 
On  Thursday. 

Q.  Have  you  or  have  you  not  ever  sought  to  be  summoned  before  this 
committee,  or  to  be  deputized  by  the  marshal  to  serve  subpcenas  on 
anybody  f — A.  I  don't  see  why  we  should  go  into  that. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  you  did  not  go  to  Mr.  Sexton  and  ask  him  to 
haye  you  summoned  to  testify,  and  have  you  appointed  as  deputy  mar- 
Bhal,  in  order  to  subpcena  witnesses  to  appear  before  this  committee 
for  the  Democrats  f— A.  To  testify  for  the  Democrats  f  Oh,  no,  sir:  I 
didnt  teU  him  that 

Q.  What  did  yon  say  to  him  f — ^A.  I  said  to  him  this :  ^<  I  expect  to  go 
down  to  New  Orleans  and  get  a  position  to  summon  witnesses ;  I  dont 
think  onr  colored  people  should  go  down  there  excited  or  nothing  that 
way,  and  suppose  that  they  are  going  to  turn  the  world  over  just  by 
testifying  before  that  committee."  I  wanted  to  tell  the  teycts  and  noth« 
ingmore. 

By  Mr.  Cahbbon  : 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  you  were  snbpoduaed  t — A.  At  Jackson. 

Q.  How  long  had  yon  been  at  Jackson  at  that  time  f — ^A.  I  went  up 
ihm  the  third  day  of  January ;  I  had  been  home,  though,  off  and  on, 
bat  I  was  in  business  there. 

Q.  What  was  your  business  at  Jackson  f — ^A.  Porter,  or  assistant 
fiergeantat-arms  in  the  senate. 

Q.  Is  the  majority  of  the  Mississippi  senate  Bepublican  or  Demo- 
cratic f— A.  Democratic. 

Q.  Then  you  received  that  place  from  the  Democratic  party,  did  youf — 
A.  I  snppose  Mr.  Miller— -I  don't  suppose  he  helped  me  neither. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Miller f — A.  District  attorney  of  our  district;  he  la 
the  man  that  I  was  telling  you  I  put  his  name  on  the  ticket. 

Q.  Then  Mr.  Miller  induced  the  other  Democrats  to  give  you  that 
place,  did  hef— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  did. 

Bblik A.  Wallis  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 
Question.  You  live  in  Copiah  County,  do  you  1 — Answer.  Yes,  sir* 
Q.  You  are  the  widow  of  Thomas  Wallisl — A.  Yes,  sir. 
it.  Thomas  Wallis  was  killed^  was  he  f — A.  Yes^  sir. 
Q«  When  Y — A.  Friday  morning  before  the  election. 
Q.  Friday  morning  before  the  last  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  TV  ho  killed  him  Y — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  what  yoa  saw  in  regard  to  the  matter. — A^  The 
men  came  there  to  my  gallery  and  hailed. 

Q.  How  many  men  Y — ^A.  I  don't  know,  sir,  how  many  there  was. 

Q.  A  dozen  f — A.  I  think  there  was  more  ^an  a  dozen. 

Q.  Twenty  Y — A.  I  i*eckon ;  I  conldn't  tell  yon  how  many  there  was. 

Q.  Did  they  come  on  horseback  Y — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  have  gnns  Y — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it  Y — ^A.  It  wasn't  in  the  day ;  it  was  in 
the  night 

Q.  What  time  in  the  night  Y — ^A.  It  mnst  have  been  between  one  and 
two  o'clock. 

Q.  Yon  and  yonr  husband  were  in  the  house  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  bed  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Who  else  was  in  the  house  Y — A.  None  but  my  baby  and  my  other 

le  son  in  that  end  of  the  house  I  was  in. 

Q.  What  did  you  first  hear  Y — ^A.  They  hailed,  and  I  heard  them  when 
they  hailed. 

Q.  What  did  thdy  do  Y — ^A.  They  called  and  told  him  to  grt  up  and 
open  the  door  and  kindle  a  light^  and  he  was  trying  to  kindle  a  light 
up  and  couldn't  kindle  it  up  as  quick  as  they  wanted^  and  they  told  him 
to  make  haste ;  he  told  them  to  give  him  a  little  tune,  and  they  said 
*^  damn  little  time,"  and  they  told  him  to  open  the  door,  and  I  told  them 
the  door  wasn't  fastened,  and  they  shoved  it  once,  and  it  didn't  shoire 
open  because  a  chair  was  against  it,  and  they  shoved  it  again,  and  that 
tune  it  flew  wide  open  and  knocked  the  chair  from  behind  it,  and  two 
come  in,  and,  as  well  as  I  could  see,  there  was  about  five  or  six  on  the 

SkUery;  I  couldn't  teU  you  how  many  there  was — ^me  in  the  house  and 
em  out  of  doors. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  after  they  got  iuY — ^A.  They  asked  Tom  who 
was  he,  and  he  told  them  he  was  Wallis;  they  asked  him  which  one  of 
the  Wallises,  and  he  told  them  old  man  Wallis;  they  asked  him  what 
was  his  given  name,  and  he  told  them  Tom  Wallis;  then  they  told  him 
he  was  the  man  that  they  was  after;  that  they  had  a  writ  for  him.  But 
when  they  hailed,  my  other  son  asked  them  who  it  was,  my  son  that 
was  in  the  little  back  room,  and  he  said  it  was  the  sheriff  from  Brook- 
haven  ;  he  said,  ^^  Which  sheriff  Y  "  and  he  told  him  ^'  Mr.  Gummings  from 
Brobkhaven."  When  Tommy  told  them  he  was  Tom  Wallis,  they  said 
he  was  the  man  they  was  after;  he  said,  <^ All  right,  you  are  the  very 
one  1  am  after";  and  Tom  says,  ^^  All  right";  and  when  they  said  they 
had  a  writ,  one  of  them  pulled  a  line  out  of  his  pocket  and  started  to 
put  it  over  his  neck. 

Q.  A  rope,  you  mean  Y — A.  Yes.  sir.  When  he  went  to  put  it  over,  he 
throwed  up  his  hand  and  said,  <^Hold  on,  gentlemen,"  and  as  soon  as  he 
•aid  that,  one  of  them  shot  him.  Then  they  hollered  to  them  that  was 
outside  to  come  in,  and  they  came  in  fh)m  the  gallery  and  pulled  him 
out,  and  when  they  got  him  to  the  door,  his  axe  was  lying  at  the  door, 
and  he  catched  at  the  axe  and  got  hold  of  the  handle. 

By  the  Chaibhan: 

Q.  Who  did,  Thomas  Y — A.  Yes,  sir.  And  another  one  shot,  and  he 
ahot  sort  of  up  inside  of  the  house  and  it  went  through  the  ceiling  of 
the  house,  and  another  one  shot  and  it  went  up  through  the  gallery  and 
up  in  the  top  of  the  house,  and  another  one  shot  right  through  the  door 
and  tliat  went  through  his  neck. 
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By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Q.  It  went  throagh  your  arm  and  through  his  neok  t— Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  he  was  dead  f — ^A.  Tes,sir;  he  fell  right  on  my  dress-tail 
behind. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stay  there  t — A.  They  didn't  stay  a  minnte 
after  they  shot  him. 

Q.  Did  they  do  anything  more t — A.  Theyjnst  went  and  jomped  right 
on  their  horses  and  went  right  off. 

Q.  Are  there  many  colored  people  liying  aronnd  in  that  neighborhood  t 
^A.  Tes,  sir;  right  smart. 

Q.  Did  they  threaten  them  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  do,  take  to  the  woods f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stay  away  fh)m  their  honses  at  night  f— A. 
Two  or  three  weeks. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  they  went  tot — ^A.  To  the  woods,  most  of 
thm  did. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  stay  f — A.  Sometimes  in  the  woods  and  sometimes 
ov^  to  my  sister's  honse. 

Q.  tiow  long  was  yonr  arm  soref — ^A.  It  ain't  quite  well  yet. 

Q.  Whioh  arm  was  it  f — ^A.  My  left  arm.  I  can't  do  a  thing  with  my 
arm  now. 

Q.  How  many  children  have  yont 

The  Witness.  With  me,  or  all! 

Mr.  Fbte.  All. 

A.  I  think  I  got  nine. 

Q.  How  many  at  home  with  yon  there  t — A.  I  ain't  got  but  two. 

Q.  What  did  yon  do  with  them  when  you  were  sleeping  out  in  the 
woodsf— A.  Carried  them  with  me. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  your  wounded  arm! — ^A.  I  carried  it  with 

Q.  Did  you  have  anybody  to  take  care  of  itt — ^A.  No,  sir;  nobody 
bat  my  baby. 

Q.  How  many  nights  did  you  sleep  out  of  the  house  f — ^A.  Four 
weeks. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  visited  your  house  again  f — A.  They 
came  the  night  before  the  election  again.  They  didn't  go  in  the  house 
that  time:  they  came  out  in  the  rosSi  and  shot  all  over  the  house,  and 
aD  around,  and  went  ri^ht  on  up  the  road. 

Q.  Firing  their  guns  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  should  you  say  they  fired  f — A.  I  don't  know ;  ] 
ooQidn't  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Were  they  firing  around  there  occasionally  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  firing  frighten  the  negroes f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  reckon  it 
fiiriitened  them ;  wey  run  off  in  the  woods. 

Mr.  Jonas.  It  seems  to  me  t^at  Senator  Frye  supplies  the  evidence,, 
and  the  witness  agrees  to  it.  I  think  it  would  be  better  not  to  lead  the 
witness  in  that  way. 

Q.  Was  your  husband  a  Bepublicanf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  take  an  interest  in  politics  t  Did  he  generally  votef — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  leather  strap,  or  any  sort  of  a  strap,  left  by  them  at 
your  house  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  strap  was  itt— A.  It  was  made  out  of  a  piece^ 
tbat  looked  like  a  gin  belt. 

Q.  Did  it  have  a  handle  to  itf— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  loug  was  tbe  handle  f — ^A.  About  that  long  [indicating  about 
eighteen  inches] ;  and  the  belt  was  about  that  long. 

Q.  Did  they  leave  a  rope  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  a  rope  was  it  t — A.  About  as  long  as  a  plow  line. 

Q.  How  long  after  your  husband  was  killed  was  he  buried  Y — ^A.  He 
was  killed  Friday  morning  before  day,  and  we  buried  him  Saturday, 
I  think. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Are  you  sure  about  the  time  your  husband  was  killed  t— A.  I 
think  they  killed  him  Friday  morning. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  it  was  Friday  morning  before  the  election,  or  two 
weeks  before  the  election t-^ A.  No,  sir;  it  wasnt  two  weeks  before  the 
election.  I  think  it  was  Thursday  ni^ht  or  Friday  morning.  I  can't 
recollect  exactly,  but  I  think  it  was  Fnday  morning,  before  day. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  what  month  it  was  in  t — A.  No,  sir;  I  dont 
recollect  it ;  but  you  all  know  what  time  the  election  was. 

Q.  You  niink  it  was  Friday  before  the  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  less  than  a  week  before  the  election ;  the  election  was  on 
Tuesday. — ^A.  He  was  killed  just  four  days  before  election;  yon  can 
count  it  up  what  you  please. 

Joseph  Wallis  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fryb  : 

Question.  Are  you  the  son  of  this  woman  who  has  just  testified  t— 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  are  you  1 — A.  Thirty-seven  years  old  the  11th  of  next 
August. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Eepublicanf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  home  the  night  your  father  was  killed  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  were. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  what  you  know  about  it. — A.  I  was  th^e 
the  night  they  came  there,  and  when  they  came  they  hollered  at  the 
gate  three  or  four  times,  and  I  couldn't  catch  the  voices  and  I  never 
said  nothing.  Me  and  my  wife  was  lying  down,  and  she  shook  me  and 
asked  me  did  I  hear  who  that  was  calling,  and  she  said,  ^^  Why  don't  yoa 
answer  t "  And  I  said,  " I  ain't  going  to  answer  until  I  catch  the  voice: " 
and  this  time  the  dogs  barked  at  them,  and  they  hailed  and  came  right 
in  the  yard,  and  the  dogs  run  under  the  house,  and  they  said,  ^^  Raise  a 
light,"  and  some  of  us  hailed  them,  1  believe  it  was  brother  Tim,  and 
asked  who  was  it  t  And  he  says,  ^'  The  sheriff  from  Brookhaven."  He 
asked  his  name,  and  he  said  ^'  Cummings."  1  said  to  my  wife,  '^  Yes, 
that  is  Sheriff  Oummings  of  Brookhaven."  I  had  had  two  or  three  little 
fights  down  in  Brookhaven,  and  I  thought  they  was  after  me,  and  so  I 
got  up  and  went  out  of  doors,  behind  the  house,  in  the  field.  And  this 
time  they  hollered  again,  "  Baise  a  light,"  and  the  boy  said,  "  Won't  you 
give  me  a  little  timet "  And  they  said,  '*  Damn  little  tiihe."  And  by 
this  time  he  had  lit  the  candle,  and  they  said,  ^'  Open  the  door,"  and  ma 
says,  ''Push  it;  it  ain't  fastened; "  and  they  pushed  the  door,  and  1  heard 
it  open.  I  wasn't  in  that  room,  I  was  in  another  room  when  they  <^ame 
up  on  the  gallery,  and  when  they  pushed  the  door  open  I  wa«  out  behin<l 
the  house.  I  heard  him  say,  "Who  lives  here  f"  Pasays, ''Old  man  Wallis." 
He  says,  "Which  one  of  the  Wallises;  what  is  your  given  name!"  Pa  says 
"TomWallis."  He  says,  "You  are  the  one  we  have  got  a  writ  for."  I  wasn't 
in  there,  but  I  heard  the  fuss  in  the  house,  and  they  says,  "  Come  in. 
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men,  come  in ; "  and  pa  says,  ^^  Gome  here,  boys,''  and  that  was  the  last 
word  I  heard  him  say.  About  the  time  he  said  that  I  heard  five  gans 
fired,  jost  like  that  [imitating  the  sound  of  guns]  as  fast  as  they  could 
fire.  When  I  heard  that  I  broke  back  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and 
when  I  got  back  they  had  done  killed  him,  and  the  last  one  was  going 
oat  the  gate,  and  I  run  up  by  the  side  of  him  at  the  gate,  and  I  says,  '^  Who 
is  yonf "  He  looked  up  in  my  foce,  and  never  said  nothing,  and  I  stepped 
OQt  right  ahead  of  him,  and  there  stood  six  or  seven  right  at  the  gate : 
and  I  run  out  among  them  and  says,  ^^  Who  is  you  t ''  and  they  never  said 
nothing,  and  by  this  time  I  looked  up  the  road,  and  it  was  plumb  flill  of 
men  ana  horses,  I  reckon  for  thirty  yards  up  the  road.  I  went  back  in 
the  house,  and  pa  was  laying  down  there  dead,  and  ma  was  shot  through 
the  arm  here. 

Q.  Were  those  men  armed  f — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  they  was  armed;  I  saw 
the  guns.    I  went  right  out  where  I  could  see  them. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  there  after  that  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  stayed  there  every 
night  after  that. 

Q.  You  stayed  in  the  house  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  come  there  again f — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  didn't 
eome  in  the  house. 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  afterwards  t— A.  I  heard  shooting. 

Q.  Around  there  f — ^A.  They  came  one  night  after  that,  I  believe  the 
night  before  the  election.  My  mother  just  quit  home  finally,  and  I  told 
her  J  would  stay  there ;  that  if  they  wanted  to  get  me  they  could  get 
me  jast  as  well  anywhere  else  as  at  home;  tbey  was  rambling  every 
which  way,  and  I  knew  they  would  kill  me  just  as  quick  one  place  as 
another,  and  it  never  scared  me,  only  the  night  I  run  out  on  them,  and 
they  could  have  killed  me  then  as  well  as  any  time,  and  afterwards,  I 
wasn't  afeared,  so  I  made  up  my  mind  to  stay  home. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  on  election  day  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  right  on  and 
Toted  like  I  always  have. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  menf — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  any 
of  them ;  I  saw  them  in  the  dark ;  it  was  dark  and  I  couldn't  tell  who 
they  were. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  whether  they  were  white  men,  or  black  f — A.  They 
were  white  men,  but  then  I  couldn't  t«ll  their  names,  who  they  were; 
th^e  was  a  white  man  walked  out  with  a  double-barreled  shotgun 
right  aside  of  me  by  the  gate. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  know  who  he  wast — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know 
who  he  was. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  the  night  before  the  election  when  they  were  up 
there!— A.  They  came  along  by  our  house  and  shot  four  or  five  guns 
offsmd  struck  the  house. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  that  night  t — A.  I  never  went  out  in  the 
it>ad  to  see  how  many.  The  shot  struck  the  house.  Me  and  my  wife 
was  lying  down,  and  I  never  got  up  until  they  passed.  When  they  quit 
fihooting  and  went  on  up  by  Uncle  Elias  Gillmore's  house,  I  heard  them 
op  there  at  his  house. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing  up  at  his  house  f — A.  I  heard  knocking  up 
there,  and  he  said  they  broke  his  door  down ;  I  wasn't  up  there. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  tbem  firing  any  after  they  left  your  house  f — ^A.  Oh, 
yes;  they  were  shooting  up  by  Mr.  Matthews's  store. 

Q.  Which  Matthews  is  thatf — A.  Bas.  Matthews.  They  shot  all 
thronirh  the  Htore,  plumb  through  the  store,  and  through  goods-boxes, 
and  throogh  the  counter,  and  the  ball  fell  right  at  the  counter. 
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By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  Did  you  see  all  that! — ^A.  I  saw  where  it  was  done;  I  went  there 
next  morning. 

By  Mr.  Feye: 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  cannon  with  them  that  night  T — A.  I  heard  it,  I 
didn't  see  it;  I  saw  a  piece  of  it  next  morning  that  they  had  basted  offl 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  often  they  fired  the  cannon  that  night;  how 
often  did  yon  hear  itt — ^A.  I  heard  it  abont  foor  times  that  nighty  down 
below  ns  and  np  above. 

Q.  Was  this  a  country  neighborhood  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  the  can- 
non fire  three  times  below  as,  and  after  they  went  ap  towards  the  store, 
I  heard  it  fire  ODce,  I  think. 

Q.  How  far  did  yon  live  from  Hazleharstt — ^A.  Fifteen  miles;  I 
think  it  is  fifteen  miles  fh)m  the  store  to  Hazleharst. 

Q.  Are  the  people  who  live  around  there  generaUy  colored  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  there  are  more  darkies  than  white  folks  in  that  settlement;  there 
is  only  a  few  white  people  there. 

Q.  What  county  was  that  t — A.  Copiah. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote  t — ^A.  I  voted  at  a  place  called  CentenniaL 

By  the  Ghaibhan  : 

Q.  What  beat  f — A.  I  disremember  now  what  beat. 
By  Mr.  Fb YE: 

Q.  The  name  of  the  precinct  is  Centennial  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  What  time  was  your  £Etther  killed  f — A.  He  was  killed  on  Friday 
morning  between  midnight  and  day;  I  don't  know  what  time. 

Q.  YHiat  Friday  morning  was  it  t — A.  I  don't  know  what  Friday 
morning. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  was  itt — ^A.  I  don't  know  exactly; 
it  frightened  me  so  I  don't  know  how  lon^  it  was. 

Q.  Was  it  more  than  a  week  t — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  or 
not. 

Q.  You  stayed  at  home  all  the  time  and  you  voted  f — ^A.  I  did,  bat 
I  was  bothered  so  I  didn't  hardly  have  no  sense. 

Q.  You  had  sense  enough  to  stay  there T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  sense 
enough  to  stay  there,  but  I  didn't  take  no  notice  of  how  long  it  was. 

Q.  Your  mother  said  that  the  killing  occurred  the  Friday  before  the 
election  t — A.  He  was  killed  before  the  election,  but  I  dont  know  ex- 
actly what  time  it  was. 

Q.  Was  he  not  killed  more  than  four  days  before  the  election  t— A 
I  wouldn't  swear. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  so  t — ^A.  I  don't  know.  If  I  knowed  I  would 
teUyou. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  he  was  buried  t — ^A.  I  know  when  he  was 
buried. 

Q.  When  was  thatt — A.  He  was  buried  the  Saturday  after  he  got 
killed  on  Friday. 

Q.  Was  he  not  buried  more  than  three  days  before  the  election  f — A. 
I  don't  kuow  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Q.  Had  your  father  any  enemies  in  that  county  f — ^A.  He  had  one. 

Q.  Had  he  any  outside  of  politics,  I  mean  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  didnt 
have  none  in  politics  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Had  he  any  otherwise  t^  A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Had  he  any  troubles  with  any  of  his  neighbors! — ^A.  None  with 
Done  of  his  neighbors  around  there.  I  think  he  had  a  fuss  with  Frank 
Thomiison  about  eleven  years  before  he  was  kiil^.  Ftank  Thompson 
was  the  onus  man  my  fiEkther  ever  had  a  fuss  with. 

Q.  Has  he  had  any  trouble  since  then T— A.  No,  sir;  with  none. 

Q.  Had  he  not  tried  to  get  some  warrants  against  somebody  t — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  not  made  charges  against  anybody  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  any  trouble  or  difficulties  with  anybody,  Uying  to  get 
them  into  court  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  none  at  all ;  he  was  a  very  quiet  old  man. 
and  didn't  bother  nobody,  white  or  black,  and  all  the  white  men  around 
Uiere  respected  him  mightily  because  he  wbuldn'ft  give  no  one  a  sassy 
word,  gocxl,  bad,  nor  indifferent  He  was  a  mighty  easy  old  man,  about 
forty  or  fifty  years  old,  and  the  white  men  all  spoke  well  of  him. 

Q.  Were  those  that  were  in  that  crowd  that  night  Frank  Thompson's 
neighbors  f — ^A.  I  don't  know ;  I  didnt  know  them.  If  I  had  knowed 
them  I  would  have  told  you. 

Q.  Tou  do  not  know  anything  about  them  t — ^A.  I  havent  said  Frank 
Thompson  was  there;  I  don't  know  he  was  there. 

Tnc  Wallis  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
ByMr.  Fbye: 

Qaestion.  You  are  another  son  of  Thomas  Wallis  who  was  killed  f — 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  live  at  home  at  the  time  your  father  was  killed  f — A.  Yea^ 
sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  house t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  in  the  house. 

Q.  How  old  are  you  t — A.  Gwine  on  23  years,  if  I  don't  make  no  mis- 
takes. 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  what  happened  f — A.  The  night  before  he  got 
killed,  I  think  there  was  about  fiiteen  men  there,  as  near  as  I  could  see. 

Q.  On  horseback  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  on  horseback. 

Q.  Armed  f — ^A.  Armed. 

Q.  What  with  f — ^A.  Double-barreled  shotguns  and  pistols.  The  night 
he  got  killed,  when  they  come  in  the  house,  before  they  come  in,  they 
hollered  '^ Hello!"  I  asked  them  who  was  tnat;  they  said  ^^Cummings 
from  Brookhaven,  deputy  sheriff,"  and  then  they  went  on  to  bust  the 
door,  and  told  him  to  get  up  and  make  a  light  mighty  quick ;  when 
they  said  that,  I  was  mad,  and  I  said,  ^^If  I  was  you  I  would  let  them 
make  a  light  for  themselves.  If  they  can  make  a  light  any  quicker  than 
I  could,  1  would  let  them  make  it."  He  said,  ^<  Open  the  door."  When 
he  said  that  I  told  pa,  *^If  he  wants  to  open  it  any  quicker  than  you  can 
open  it,  let  him  open  it  himself;  let  him  open  it  his  own  self."  Ma  told 
them  the  door  wasn't  fastened,  and  then  they  pushed  it  open  and  went 
on  in  the  bouse,  and  went  to  put  the  rope  around  his  neck,  and  he  hol- 
lered, *^Hold  on,  men,  hold  on:"  and  he  called  Jake,  1  believe.  Brother 
goes  to  him  when  he  called  Jake,  and  then  ma  called  me,  and  I  jumped 
np  oat  of  bed  in  my  night  clothes  aiid  started  out  on  the  gallery,  and 
then,  like  this  was  the  house,  and  I  got  on  the  gallery  at  the  door,  and 
jnst  opened  the  door,  and  a  man  drawed  a  pistol  at  me,  and  I  pushed 
the  door  to  and  run  back  through  the  door  out  that  way,  and  before  I 
ooald  get  back  out  that  door  through  the  house  and  around  the  gallery 
they  had  done  diot  him  and  gone  out  on  the  big  road. 

Q.  How  many  shots  were  fired  t — A.  Five,  I  believe,  if  I  don't  make 
no  mistake— five  or  six. 
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Q.  Did  they  shoot  yoar  mother  f — A.  Yes^sir;  right  there  on  the 
arm. 

Q.  Where  was  your  fother  hitt— A.  Right  throagh  there  [pointing 
to  his  neck]. 

Q.  Did  he  hftve  more  than  one  shot  f— A.  It  looked  like  more  than 
one. 

Q.  Was  he  shot  anywhere  else  except  in  the  neckf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he 
was  shot  in  the  back. 

Q.  Did  yon  stay  at  home  after  thatf — ^A.  I  stayed  at  home  one  or 
two  nights. 

Q.  Then  where  did  you  go  t — ^A.  I  stayed  in  the  woods. 

Q.  How  long  did  yon  stay  in  the  woods! — A.  I  believe  it  was  a 
month,  first  one  place  and  then  another;  I  was  scared  to  stay  at  home. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  mounted  and  armed  men  aronnd  throngh  that 
section  afterwards  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whent — ^A.  I  seen  them  the  Friday  before  the  election,  I  beUeve, 
or  Saturday,  down  to  Centennial,  to  the  speaking;  I  don't  know  how 
many  there  was;  the  road  was  full. 

Q.  Armed  ment — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  every  one  of  them  had  guns. 

Q-  On  horseback! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  do  any  shootingf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did  do  shooting 
when  they  came  on  back. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  anything  of  a  cannon  aronnd  there  t — ^A.  I  heard  a 
icannon;  I  never  saw  it. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  hear  itf— A.  I  couldn't  tell  yon  how 
many  times  I  heard  it. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  that  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote  t— A.  I  voted  ^t  Centennial. 

Q.  Did  you  and  your  brother  go  together! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  guns  up  around  Centennial  that  day  f — ^A.  I  didnt 
see  any. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
,    Q.  What  day  was  your  father  killed  f — ^A.  I  think  he  was  killed  on  a 
Thursday  night,  between  1  and  2  o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  f 

The  Witness.  How  long  before  the  election  f 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. 

A.  I  believe  it  was  a  week  before  the  election,  if  I  don't  make  no 
mistake. 

Q.  Was  it  not  longer  than  that t— A.  No,  sir;  it  wasn't  no  longer 
than  that,  if  it  was  that  long. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  sleep  out  in  the  woods  before  you  went  backf^ 
A.  I  don't  know;  I  was  skeered;  I  didn't  keep  the  time  when  I  went 
back. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  how  many  days  you  had  been  outf — ^A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Your  mother  said  your  fiftther  was  killed  the  Friday  before  the 
election. — ^A.  I  don't  know  how  long  it  was  before. 

Q.  You  say  you  had  been  out  in  the  woods,  and  on  Friday  before 
the  election  you  saw  these  armed  men  going  to  the  meeting  at  Cen- 
tennial t — ^A.  I  said  it  was  either  Friday  or  Saturday. 

Q.  That  was  not  the  day  your  father  was  killed  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  after  he  was  killed,  was  it  notf^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  days  f— A.  I  don't  know;  two  or  three. 

Q.  Was  it  a  week! — A.  I  don't  know  how  many  days;  I  didn't  keep 
any  remembrance  of  the  days. 
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Q.  That  was  Friday  or  Saturday  before  the  election  f— A.  Yes,  sir; 
it  was  one  of  them  days. 

Q.  Yon  were  oat  in  the  woods  t — ^A.  I  was  not  oat  in  the  woods  when 
they  went  down  there  that  day ;  I  was  in  the  honse. 

Q.  Bat  I  mean  yon  were  sleeping  in  the  woods  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  Friday  or  Saturday  before  the  election,  and  that  was 
not  the  day  your  father  was  killed,  was  it  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Several  days  afterwards  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  afterwards. 

Mr.  Fbye.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  the  second  Friday  preceding 
the  Tuesday  of  the  election ;  she  made  a  mistake ;  it  was  two  weeks, 
lacking  two  or  three  days. 

Handy  Fobtneb  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Qoestion.  Where  do  you  livel — Answer.  I  live  anywhere  now. 

Q.  Where  did  you  live  at  the  last  election  time  t — A.  I  lived  in  Copiah 
County. 

Q.  What  part  of  Copiah  County! — A.  At  Bayou  Pierre,  on  a  place 
caUed  Wheeler  place,  owned  by  Bas.  Matthews. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  in  lived  Copiah  County  t — A.  Three  years. 

Q.  Were  yoa  in  Copiah  County  the  fortnight  preceding  the  election  f 
^A  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  there  the  time  of  the  election. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  county  during  the  two  weeks  before  the  elec- 
tion f— A.  I  was  in  there  three  years. 

Q.  You  may  state  what  happened  to  you  shortly  before  the  election, 
if  anything. — A.  1  was  the  first  one  that  the  bulldozers  got  on,  the 
Tery  first  one.  I  reckon  they  used  me  worse  than  any  one,  but  they 
didnt  kill  me. 

Q.  Tell  this  committee  just  what  took  place. — ^A.  They  came  in  on 
me  Thursday  nighty  I  think  between  10  and  11  o'clock,  if  I  mistake  not. 
I  heard  them  say  it  was  Friday  night,  but  I  think  it  was  Thursday 
sight  that  they  started  out  They  hailed  at  the  door,  and  when  I 
heard  them  I  slipped  out  in  the  gallery,  and  when  I  got  to  the  gallery 
they  knocked  at  the  door,  and  my  granddaughter  called  out  and  asked 
who  it  was,  and  they  said  it  was  Wes.  Dunbar.  They  were  after  a  fel- 
low for  stealing  a  man's  mule  in  Claiborne  County.  I  made  myself 
safe  when  1  he^rd  that,  for  I  knowed  I  hadn't  done  nothing,  and  so  I 
Btotd  my  ground.  He  opened  the  back  door,  and  passed  through  and 
opened  another  door,  and  I  was  in  the  gallery,  and  they  walked  up  to 
me  and  told  me  I  was  the  man  they  were  hunting  for.  They  asked  me 
how  many  wives  I  had,  and  I  told  them  one,  and  hardly  that.  They 
said  "You  are  tiie  man  who  stole  the  horse  in  Claiborne  County,"  and 
they  wanted  me  to  stand  trial.  I  told  them  no  I  didn't.  They  said  ^^  We 
will  show  you,"  and  they  made  me  cross  hands,  and  tied  me.  When 
they  got  me  oat  of  the  gate  they  made  me  go  their  way,  and  that  was 
in  the  woods  like,  and  they  took  me  down  three  or  four  hundred  yikrds 
from  the  honse,  and  I  told  them  if  they  were  going  to  kill  me  that  was 
as  good  a  place  as  any,  for  I  wanted  to  be  where  my  family  could  find 
me.  Then  they  stripped  me,  and  made  me  lay  down,  and  Bob.  West 
was  on  my  feet,  and  Henry  Pollard  was  on  my  head — Henry  Pollard 
married  my  granddaughter — and  Mr.  Thompson  was  on  one  side,  and 
Marion  MeCree  on  the  other,  and  they  had  the  ropes  doubled  four  dou- 
ble, and  whipped  me  until  I  had  no  feeling.  They  wouldn't  allow  me 
to  holler;  they  had  a  gun  pointed  at  me  to  keep  me  from  hollering, and 
they  whipped  me  until  I  had  no  feeling  at  all,  and  when  they  got 
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throagh  Joel  East  took  a  strap  and  worked  on  me  with  it.  Joel  East 
is  Thompson's  son-in-law. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  strap  t — ^A.  Whipped  me  with  it. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  whip  yonf — A.  I  reckon  he  struck  me  abont  thirty- 
five  or  forty;  they  whipped  me  until  I  had  no  feelings.  I  was  whipped 
until  I  was  nothing  but  just  a  bruise  of  blood. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  to  you  during  this  process! — ^A.  They  asked 
me  what  I  was  going  to  vote. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  themt — A.  I  told  them  I  was  going  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket.  They  told  me  God  damn  me  not  to  vote  the  Bepob- 
lican  ticket,  if  I  did  they  would  blow  my  brains  out,  and  if  I  was  seen 
within  a  hundred  miles  of  there  next  morning,  they  would  blow  my 
brains  out.    That  is  what  they  told  me. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  tiieret — ^A.  About  twenty,  as  nearly  as  I 
can  recollect. 

Q.  Did  they  come  on  horseback  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  have  guns t— A.  Yes,  sir;  guns  and  pistols. 

Q.  Did  they  do  any  shooting  with  them  t — A.  No,  sir ;  not  a  bit 

Q.  Were  they  masked  f  Did  they  have  their  faces  covered  up  t— A 
Yes,  sir ;  they  didn^  have  false  faces,  they  were  smutty.  But  I  knowed 
some  of  them  by  their  talk.  I  knowed  Frank  Thompson ;  I  had  been 
with  him  two  years.  He  was  the  only  man  that  accused  me  of  having 
two  wives.  When  I  sued  him  for  settlement,  he  accused  me  of  having 
two  wives  and  tried  to  have  me  arrested,  and  I  knowed  him  by  that. 
1  knowed  no  man  in  Claiborne  County  would  have  accused  me  of  hav- 
ing two  wives  but  him.  They  proclaimed  that  they  were  men  from 
Claiborne  County,  and  that  I  had  stole  a  mule  from  that  county. 

Q.  DijlA  you  vote  on  election  day  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  precinct  t — A.  CentenniaL  I  was  the  first  one  that 
brought  the  tickets.    I  didn't  expect  to  live  one  hour,  but  I  did. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  after  you  voted  t — A.  In  the  woods. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  the  woods  f — A.  About  two  or  three 
months. 

Q.  How  long  should  you  think  it  was  before  the  election  when  they 
whipped  you,  ten  days  t — A.  They  whipped  me  on  Thursday,  and  the 
election  was  Tuesday,  I  think.  • 

Q.  The  next  Tuesday,  or  Tuesday  a  week  t — ^A.  It  might  have  been 
a  week ;  it  was  either  one  of  those  two  things.  ^ 

Q.  As  soon  as  you  were  whipped,  did  you  go  home  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  gof — A.  I  laid  in  the  woods. 

Q.  Didp  many  color^  people  live  in  the  woods  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  lots  of 
them :  my  folks  all  left  home,  but  my  cattle  would  stay  there,  and  I 
would  stay  around  in  the  day  to  watch  my  cattle,  but  at  night  I  was 
gone.  Beallv,  I  was  sheered,  and  I  would  lay  around  in  the  woods 
where  I  could  see  the  house  in  the  day  time.  If  I  could  find  an  old 
house  or  a  little  old  cabin  I  would  sleep  in  there,  and  never  stayed  in 
my  house  unless  it  was  raining  so  that  I  knowed  that  the  water  was  up 
in  Bayou  Pierre  so  that  they  could  not  cross,  and  then  I  would  stay 
in  my  house. 

Q.  Did  you  see  or  hear  anvthing  of  mounted  men  through  that  neigh- 
borhood t — A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  give  them  a  chance;  I  didn't  want  to 
see  them,  and  I  didn't  allow  them  to  see  me.  I  was  the  same  as  the 
rabbit  in  his  hollow. 

Q.  Did  you  afterwards  go  before  the  Bepublioan  Independent  execu- 
tive committeef — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  just  as  soon  as  I  ever  got  a  chance  I 
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dipped  to  Beauregard,  and  taken  the  train  down,  and  went  before  them^ 
aad  showed  them  what  had  been  done  to  me. 

Q.  Showed  year  back  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  stripped  my  breeches  down, 
and  showed  them  the  braises  to  the  grand  jniy,  and  let  them  look. 

Q.  Was  it  not  after  the  election  that  yoa  went  before  the  grand 
jury t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  go  before  Mr.  Bnmet,  of  the  Bepnblican  committee, 
beibre  the  election f^ — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  all  done  after  the  election. 
The  same  day  I  went  before  the  committee  I  wient  before  the  grand  juty. 

Q.  Mr.  Barnet  was  not  there  in  town  after  the  election,  was  hef — ^A. 
I  saw  him  the  day  they  baried  Mr.  Matthews,  bnt  he  told  me  not  to  go 
go  to  the  conrt-honse;  if  I  did  I  wonld  get  a  pop  in  my  back. 

Q.  Yoa  saw  him  abiont  the  time  Wallis  was  killed  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  where  you  had  got  hart  after  Wallis  was  killed  f — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  before  the  election. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  a  few  days 
before  the  election. 

Q.  Did  yoa  exhibit  yoar  scars  to  the  grand  jnry  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever,  since  then,  been  called  before  themf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  Barnet  go  np  with  yoa  to  the  door  of  the  grand  jary- 
room  and  show  yon  inf — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  attended  to  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  white  men  were  there  who  took  part  in  beating  yon ;  did 
yoa  knowf — A.  Joel  East,  Frank  Thompson,  Ike  East,  and  Marion 
McCree. 

Q.  Are  any  of  those  men  heref — A.  I  don't  know  whether  they  are* 
ornot 

Q.  Yoa  spoke  of  two  men  who  took  hold  of  yoa,  and  said  that  one  sat 
on  your  head  and  one  on  yonr  feet. — A.  They  are  here. 

Q.  Are  they  colored  men  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  how  they  happened  to  do  that! — A.  The  white 
men  made  them  do  it,  and  they  whipped  them  good  and  made  them  sit 
close  down  on  me ;  they  didn't  want  to  do  it;  I  tiied  to  be  still,  but 
they  whipped  me  so  bad  that  I  had  to  wangle. 

Q.  What  are  their  names f — A.  Robert  west  and  Henry  Pollard. 

Q.  Was  one  of  them  your  son-in-law  ! — A.  Henry  Pollard  married  my 
granddanghter. 

Q.  Did  they  find  them  at  yonr  house  f — ^A.  One  of  them  lived  with 
me  and  one  of  them  was  there  by  some  means. 

Q.  You  say  they  whipped  them  and  compelled  them  to  do  it ;  did 
yoa  see  them  whip  themf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  thepi  whip  them. 

By  Mr.  Baulsbubt  : 

Q.  Who  whipped  yont — ^A.  Joel  Bast  and  Frank  Thompson  and 
Xarion  McCree  whipped  me. 

Q.  Who  is  Joel  Eastf  Xs  he  the  son-in-law  of  Frank  Thompson f— 
A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  say  you  sued  Frank  Thompson  some  time  before  thatf — ^A 
Yes,  sir ;  I  reckon  that  is  the  reason  I  got  that  terrible  beating — trying 
to  scare  me  off  firom  my  trials.  We  had  two  trials  and  I  beat  him,  and 
I  think  he  was  trying  to  scare  me  off  from  my  trial. 

Q.  Yon  think  the  reason  yon  were  whipped  was  because  of  the  suit  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  it,  because  I  haven't  done  nothing;  I  only  sued 
him  for  my  rights.    I  havent  done  nothing  to  nobody. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


80  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN  MI881fi8IPPI. 

Q.  Joel  East,  one  of  the  parties  who  whipped  yoa,  was  the  son-in-law 
of  Thompson  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  McGree  a  neighbor  of  Thompson's  t — A.  He  wasn't  a  very 
dose  neighbor,  but  old  acquaintance,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon  : 

Q.  What  did  those  men  or  any  of  them  say  about  the  election  at  the 
time  the;  were  whipping  you  t — A.  They  asked  me  how  I  was  going  to 
vote,  and  they  were  hurting  me  so^  I  told  them  I  was  going  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket.  They  told  me  if  I  would  vote  the  Republican  ticket, 
they  would  blow  my  brains  out ;  and  they  told  me  if  I  was  caught 
within  a  hundred  miles  of  there  the  next  morning  they  would  blow  my 
brains  out. 

Q.  Where  have  you  been  since  that  time  t — ^A.  I  have  been  just  knock- 
ing around.  I  got  out  of  that  place  as  soon  as  I  could.  Mr.  Matthews 
sent  hands  from  his  place  to  mind  my  crop.  I  minded  the  cattle  the 
best  I  could  until  he  got  hands,  and  then  I  went  over  to  Lincoln  County. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuey: 
Q.  Who  were  witnesses  for  you  in  the  trial  Y — A.  My  son  and  son-in- 
law  and  daughter,  and  his  witnesses  were  my  witnesses ;  we  all  plead 
the  same. 
.  Q.  Was  Wallis  one  of  your  witnesses! — A.  No,  sir. 

The  Chatkman.  He  means  by  that  that  the  testimony  of  the  oth^ 
man's  witnesses  was  favorable  to  him. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
•    Q.  Who  was  your  lawyert — A.  That  man  [pointing  to  Mr.  Burnet]. 

Henby  Pollabd  (colored)  sworn  and  exiunined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Can  you  read  and  write  f — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  house  of  the  last  witness,  Fortner,  when  he  was 
whipped! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  happened.  How  long  was  it  before  the  election  t— A 
About  a  week. 

Q*  State  what  time  of  night  it  was  and  what  was  done  t — A.  It  was 
a  little  after  10  o'clock  in  the  night. 

Q.  Now  tell  the  story. — A.  They  came  there,  and  I  was  fixing  to  go 
to  bed,  and  I  heard  somebody  run  around  the  house,  and  I  jumped  and 
went  in  the  house,  and  never  heard  them  until  they  said  hello;  they 
said  hello  twice,  and  then  my  wife  opened  the  door,  and  when  the  door 
hung  to  again  they  pushed  it  open  with  their  hands,  and  one  went  on 
each  side  of  the  door  and  peeped  in  to  see  who  was  in  there;  and  one 
came  in  with  a  rope— had  the  rope  in  his  breast,  this  way— and  a  pistd 
in  his  right  hand ;  and  I  was  standing  between  the  two  beds,  and  they 
asked  me  who  was  me,  and  I  told  him  my  name  was  Henry  Pollard; 
and  they  asked  me  who  was  that  laying  on  the  bed,  and  I  told  them 
Bob  BaUy;  they  asked  me  who  was  setting  by  the  fire-place,  and  I  told 
him  Bob  West ;  then  they  asked  me  who  lived  here,  and  I  told  them 
Henry  Fortner;  then  they  asked  me  who  is  Henry  Fortner^  and  I  told 
them  he  was  around  in  his  room ;  they  went  around  there  in  the  room 
and  met  him  and  asked  him  who  was  that,  and  he  told  him  Andy  Fort- 
ner; and  then  he  said  where  is  that  mule  ne  stole  in  Claiborne  County, 
and  he  told  him  he  don't  know ;  the  sheriff  of  Claiborne  County  was  up 
there  and  his  trial  was  up  there;  he  told  him  he  hadn't  done  nothiug; 
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they  told  bim  yes  be  bad,  and  one  man  got  between  bim  and  tbe  door, 
and  tbat  man  told  him,  Ood  damn  bim,  to  come  on,  and  not  say  a  damned 
word,  and  be  conldn't  do  nothing:  we  told  bim  not  to  say  nothing,  if  be 
did  tbey  would  kill  bim ;  then  they  came  on  through  with  bim,  and 
them  mens  out  there— one  of  tbe  mens  out  there — told  bim  **  Better  get 
them  boys.''  Frank  Thompson  said,  "  Walk  on  out,  boys,"  and  we  bad 
to  go  on  cot.  Then  tbey  got  us  down  there,  and  told  us  to  get  around 
there;  tbat  is  what  tbey  brought  us  there  for — to  bold  bim  down  and 
pall  his  pants  off;  and  we  pulled  bis  pants  off,  and  tbey  told  bim  to 
get  down,  and  before  be  could  get  down  good,  Frank  Thompson  was 
whipping  bim;  and  he  made  me  get  at  bis  bead  first,  but  I  couldn't 
hold  him  tight  enough,  and  then  they  made  me  go  from  his  bead  to  bis 
feet  and  let  Rob  go  to  bis  bead ;  and  then  tbey  bit  me  and  Rob  a  lick 
apiece,  and  kept  whipping  bim.  and  we  couldn't  bold  bim  still  enough  and 
they  hit  us  again,  and  every  time  he  would  wiggle  they  would  bit  us ; 
tiien  one  patted  me  on  tbe  shoulder  and  told  me  I  voted  with  tbe  God- 
damn Mattbews. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  witb  Matthews! — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  told  tbem  no, 
«r,  I  didn't.  Then  be  allowed  we  would  vote  any  way  to  get  away;  I 
told  him  no,  sir;  tbat  I  would  vote  tbe  Democratic  ticket.  Then  be 
asked  us  wbat  is  Democrat,  and  we  told  bim  they  wei*e  straightout 
Democrats.  Then  tbey  got  done  whipping  Andy  and  told  uo  to  give 
bim  a  rubbing,  and  told  us  tbey  wouldn't  bother  us  if  we  would  leave, 
and  if  we  di<hi't  leave  tbey  would  come  back  the  next  night  and  hang 
08.  I  told  tbem  then  I  would  go  tbat  nighty  and  be  said  if  I  didn't  be 
woold  blow  my  God  damn  brains  out.  I  said  then  I  would  go  soon  in 
the  morning  when  I  got  up,  and  then  be  told  us  to  march  on  abead  of 
them;  and  one  man  who  was  over  there  be  wanted  to  shoot  us,  and  we 
begged  and  told  bim  we  were  going,  and  when  tbey  come  back  there 
we  wouldn't  be  there;  we  told  tbem  we  were  going  off,  and  tbey  told  us 
to  go  on  abead  of  tbem,  and  we  got  on  abead  of  tbem,  and  one  of  tbem 
was  pleading  and  wanting  to  shoot  us,  and  tbey  said,  ^^No,  don't  shoot, 
they  will  leave;"  and  then  tbey  told  us  to  break  and  run,  and  we  run  and 
left  Andy  down  there. 

Q.  How  many  times  do  you  tbink  they  struck  him;  could  you  tellf — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  how  many  licks  tbey  struck  bim,  but  I  know 
how  many  licks  tbey  struck  him  witb  tbat  strap. 

Q.  ^ow  many  t— A.  Five  licks  witb  tbe  strap.  Frank  Thompson  bad 
the  rope  doubled  around  his  wrist  and  told  tbem  tbat  was  not  the  tbin^ 
to  whip  him  witb,  but  tbat  tbat  was  tbe  tbing  to  whip  bim  witb,  and 
then  he  quit. 

Q.  How  many  times  do  you  tbink  tbey  struck  bim  witb  tbe  ropet — 
A  I  don't  know,  sir,  bow  many  times. 

Q.  Was  it  a  great  many  or  a  fewt — ^A.  There  was  a  good  many  of 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  these  menf — ^A.  I  knowed  alL 

Q.  Who  were  tbey  t — ^A.  Frank  Thompson,  and  Marion  McCree;  be 
was  the  first  one  that  came  in. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  other  men  riding  about  tbat  country  witb  gunsf 
—A.  No,  sir;  I  wasn't  there. 

Q.  At  any  other  time  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  tbe  only  tbing  of  tbe  kind  you  sawf — ^A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  in  this  crowd  altogether  t — A.  I  don't  know 
how  many  there  was;  I  was  too  scared  to  count. 

Q.  Were  there  as  liiany  as  twenty f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  tbere  was  a  good 
many  of  them. 
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By  Mr.  Jonab: 
Q.  Did  yon  vote  at  the  election  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  did  yon  vote! — A.  GentenniaL 
Q.  Voted  the  Republican  ticket! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Were  yon  a  witness  in  the  lawsuit  of  Andy  Fortner  against  Frank 
Thompson t — A.  No,  sir;  I  wasn't  a  witness. 
Q.  You  did  not  know  anything  about  thatt — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chaieman: 
Q.  How  old  are  youl — A.  Twenty-one. 
The  Chairman.  That  lawsuit  was  eleven  years  ago. 
Mr.  Jonas.  No,  I  understand  this  lawsuit  is  still  pending. 

BoBEBT  West  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Ghaibhan  : 

Question.  Were  you  at  Fortner's  house  the  night  these  witnesses 
have  been  telling  about! — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  marry  his  granddaughter! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  related  to  him  in  any  way! — ^A.  No,  sirj  I  wasn't  any 
relation;  I  just  went  there  on  a  visit. 

Q.  State  what  happened. — A.  I  went  there  that  night;  I  was  sick; 
I  had  been  having  chills  for  a  week,  and  I  thought  I  would  go  over  to 
Dr.  Ford's,  and  walk  that  far  that  night,  and  ride  over  there  the  next 
morning.  It  was  late  in  the  evening;  I  got  there  and  took  a  chair  and 
set  down,  and  they  all  went  to  bed  but  me  and  old  man  Andy's  grand- 
daughter, and  there  was  a  light  fixed  to  go  to  bed,  and  the  dog  began 
to  charge  and  rare,  and  directly  somebody  stepped  up  on  the  gallery 
and  hollered  "hello!''  twice.  I  wouldn't  say  nothing,  because  I  didn't 
live  there.  I  asked  Henry's  wife  why  she  didn't  hail  them,  and  then 
she  says,  "Who  is  that!"  and  then  he  said,  " Wes.  Dunbar";  and  then 
she  stepped  to  the  door  and  pulled  it  back  and  walked  back  of  it  until 
she  got  it  open,  and  then  there  was  seven  or  eight  men  came  into  the 
house^ — there  was  twelve  altogether,  but  seven  of  them  came  into  the 
house — and  about  five  I  think  out  doors  on  the  gallery.  I  was  setting 
by  the  fire.  They  went  back  where  the  old  man's  wife  was  laying  on 
the  bed,  and  turned  the  cover  off  of  her  and  looked  at  her,  and  asked 
Henry  who  was  that  laying  on  the  bed,  and  he  told  them  it  was  Bob 
Baily;  and  they  asked  him  who  was  that  setting  by  the  fire,  and  be 
said  Bob  West;  and  they  asked  him  who  was  keeper  of  the  house,  and 
he  said,  "Andy  Fortner";  then  they  said  "Who  is  keeper  of  this  house!" 
and  he  said  "Andy  Fortner."  They  said,  "  That  is  the  fellow  1  am 
after;  we  have  got  a  summons  for  you  for  stealing  horses";  he  said 
"No,  I  haven't  done  it."  They  said,  "By  God,  we  know  what  you  have 
been  doing;  cross  your  hands."  Andy,  I  don't  think,  wanted  to  cross 
his  hands,  and  they  said,  "  Come  here,  boys,"  and  several  of  them  came 
and  tied  him.  As  they  were  going  to  start  they  said.  "  Hadn't  we  better 
get  those  other  two  boys,  too  !"  and  they  said,  "  Yes^and  then  they 
come  back  and  got  me  and  this  other  one.  I  said,  "We  haven't  done 
nothing."  They  said,  "Oh,  well,  we  know  you  ain't  done  nothing.''  I 
said,  "Well,  what  do  you  want!"  They  said,  "I  will  tell  you  what  I 
want  with  you  when  we  get  you  down  there."  We  got  along  a  little 
piece  further,  I  dont  know  how  far,  and  I  asked  again,  and  they  siud, 
"Oh,  by  God,  I  tell  you  I  ain't  going  to  tell  you;  dont  ask  so  many 
God  damn  questions."  I  said,  "All  right."  When  we  got  down  as  far 
as  they  went  there  was  five  more  men;  and  when  we  got  down  there 
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two  stood  iD  the  crowd  wbere  we  were,  and  the  balance  was  all  around. 
They  Raid,  "  Now,  boys,  got  ready,"  and  two  of  them  grabbed  Andy. 
They  said,  "Boys,  we  want  you  to  pull  off  his  breeches  and  hold  him  a* 
tight  as  ever  a  nigger  was  held.''  I  said,  "All  right,  all  righf;  and  in 
tiying  to  slip  his  galluses  there  was  something  the  matter  so  they 
wooldn't  come  off  and  I  didn't  want  to  break  them,  and  I  had  nothing 
to  cat  them  loose  from  him.  He  wasn't  noticing  particularly,  and  then 
he  noticed  me,  and  he  said,  "  This  other  God  damn  nigger  is  trying  to 
toro  him  loose."  I  said, "  No,  I  am  only  trying  to  get  it  off  without  tear- 
ing it"  They  said,  <<Damn  his  gallus;  tear  it  loose;"  and  we  got  them 
o£^  I  don't  know  how,  and  then  they  told  us  to  get  on  him^  and 
I  got  on  his  feet  and  Henry  on  his  head,  and  they  commenced  hitting* 
him,  and  I  suppose  they  hurt  him  pretty  bad  at  the  start,  because- 
he  was  hard  to  hold,  and  they  asked  Henry  couldn't  he  hold  him,  and 
he  said  *'No."  Then  they  said,  "You  come  down  and  hold  his  head — 
JOQ  are  a  damn  sight  better  man  than  this  other — and  let  him  hold  his 
feet"  So  1  came  around  and  held  his  head,  and  they  whipped  him. 
They  all  whipped  him  but  about  three,  and  they  whipped  him  till  he  quit 
hollering  and  they  thought  he  was  pretty  near  dead,  and  then  they  said 
"Let  him  rest."  The  main  one  says  "You  all  got  to  make  us  a  promise 
now  to  save  your  God  damned  brains  from  being  shot  out."  And  I  was 
anxious  to  hear  what  it  was,  and  I  said  "All  right,  sir."  He  said  "That 
is,  you  got  to  agree  to  leave  Copiah  County."  I  told  him  "All  right." 
The  other  said  "No,  by  God,  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  shoot  the 
three  of  them  and  then  there  will  be  no  evidence  against  us  at  all." 
This  fellow  says,  "No,  they  have  promised  to  leave  Copiah  County,  and 
I  believe  they  will  do  it.  Now,  boys,  will  you  do  it!  I  will  give  you 
this  chance  to  save  your  God  damned  brains."  I  said  "Yes."  Andy 
told  him  he  would  go  back  to  Simpson  County  to  his  old  master,  and 
they  said,  "Then  God  damn  it,  be  sure  and  stay,  and  never  come  back 
here  no  more."  They  thought  they  had.whipped  him  nearly  to  death, 
hot  he  was  fixing  up  his  pants  pretty  lively  and  tbey  said,  "He  ain't 
half  hurt,"  and  to  whip  him  some  more,  but  he  begged  aud  they  said, 
*'If  we  dont  take  you  down  no  more,  will  you  be  sure  to  leave  Copiah  f" 
He  said,  "Yes."  These  other  fellows  told  us  to  get  out  of  the  way  or 
they  would  shoot  us  anyhow,  and  then  we  started  to  run,  and  I  outrun 
them  all  and  left  Henry  and  the  old  man  behind,  and  I  came  back  to 
meet  Henry,  to  see  what  had  become  of  the  old  man  Andy,  and  he  told 
me  to  go  ahead,  and  I  pitched  out  again,  and  never  seed  him  no  more 
nntil  he  came  to  the  house. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  men! — A.  I  knowed  two;  I  knowed 
Ur.  Thompson,  and  the  one  they  called  Enochs;  I  knowed  them  two. 

Q.  Where  did  they  live! — A.  Enochs  lived  at  Mr.  Thompson's  a 
while,  but  he  had  quit;  he  hadnt  been  long  quit,  though.  They  said 
we  was  MatUiews's  boys,  by  God,  and  we  damned  niggers  generally  vote 
the  way  that  Matthews  vote.  We  denied  it.  I  told  them  we  are  no 
Matthews  boys.  "Oh,  Gk)d  damn  you,  we  know  all  about  it;  Matthews 
has  got  all  of  you  to  vote  their  way."  I  said  "No^ir;  I  never  has  voted 
in  this  country  before,  but  I  intend  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  if  I 
vote,"  They  said  "  Oh,  yes,  you  will  vote  now  to  get  away."  I  told  them 
**No,  sir." 

Q.  Yon  had  become  a  Democrat  from  conviction  within  ten  minutest 
—A.  All  right  about  that.  I  had  never  voted  but  once  before,  and  I 
Mud  that  to  satisfy  them  and  get  away. 

Q.  What  were  those  men  armed  withl — A.  They  had  different  kindjtf 
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of  guDs;  some  had  double-barreled  breech -loaders,  and  some  had  Bome 
other  kind  of  guns,  I  don't  understand  what  sort  they  were. 

Q.  Did  they  fire  their  guns  in  the  house  or  about  the  house  when 
they  were  there! — ^A.  They  didn't  fire  their  guns  at  all. 

Q.  Some  had  breech  loaders! — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  pistols. 

Q.  Were  they  shotguns  or  rifles! — A.  Some  of  them  were  shotguns, 
and  I  don't  know  what  the  others  were;  and  some  of  them  had  pistols. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  Army  gun  or  State  gun! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have 
seen  them. 

Q.  Were  any  of  those  men  armed  with  State  guns! — A.  They  looked 
to  me  like  they  was  mighty  new. 

Q.  They  looked  like  State  guns  or  Army  guns  to  you!— A.  Yee,  siJr. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuey: 

Q.  What  time  was  this  whipping! — ^A.  It  was  a  week  before  the 
election  came  off;  I  know.  I  was  down  there  the  next  week,  and  the 
next  week  I  think  the  election  came  off. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  election! — A.  ]So,  sir;  they  were  doing  so  bad 
I  wouldn't  vote.  They  said  they  were  not  going  to  allow  any  Inde- 
pendent tickets  to  be  voted,  and  I  wouldn't  go  at  all. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  to  the  election  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  z 
Q.  Who  said  they  were  not  going  to  allow  any  Independent  tickets 
to  be  voted ! — ^A.  That  is  what  the  company  said ;  that  is  what  t^e 
black  folks  all  around  said;  I  heard  it  all  over  about  in  the  coonlry. 
And  then  they  acted  like  they  were  not  going  to  allow  none  to  be  voted 
by  the  way  they  were  going  on. 

ISHAM  OiLMOBE  (colorcd),  swom  and  examined: 
By  Mr.  Pbye: 

Question.  How  old  are  you  ! — ^Answer.  I  am  67  or  8  or  9 ;  somewhere 
along  there. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live! — A.  I  live  up  here  in  beat  3. 

Q.  Copiah  County! — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  voting  place  ! — A.  I  voted  at  Centennial. 

Q.  Were  you  around  home  before  the  last  election! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
was  at  home. 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  what  took  place  as  to  you. — A.  I  can  veiy  eagy 
do  that.  On  a  Friday  night  before  election — ^Tuesday  was  election  day — 
and  on  Friday  night  they  were  going  to  have  a  speaking  at  Centennial: 
they  said  they  wanted  the  black  ones  to  meet  them  there.  I  said  I 
wouldn't  go  on  this  occasion ;  some  said  they  wanted  the  colored  people 
all  to  go  and  hear  for  theirselves,  and  take  their  guns ;  everything  was 
armed.  They  went  along  a  little  before  dusk ;  I  was  cutting  wood  for 
the  fire,  in  ftt>nt  of  my  house ;  they  never  said  nothing  to  me;  they  were 
whooping  and  hollering  and  gwine  on  very  jolly. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  were  there! — A.  A  drove  of  them. 

Q.  Horseback! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  have  guns! — A.  O,  yes,  sir;  every  one  had  guns  laying 
on  his  shoulders.  J  never  paid  no  attention  to  them.  When  they  came 
back  I  heard  them  shooting  at  old  man  Wallia's  house— heavy— doable 
quick  all  the  time,  like  as  quick  as  they  could  pull  triggers.  I  didn't 
pay  no  attention ;  I  didn't  have  any  idea  they  were  going  to  bother 
me,  and  they  didn't  bother  me  then ;  I  knowed  I  hadn't  done  nothing. 
Then  all  was  quiet  for  a  while,  and  some  of  them  rode  up  to  the  gate 
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and  hollered  "Who  lives  heref  and  hollered  80  vagaroas  I  never 
said  nothing,  and  told  my  woman  not  to  say  nothing  to  them.  The 
dog  was  raring  at  the  gate  heavy,  and  some  of  them  that  was  in  the  road 
came  on  in  three  parties.  The  first  party  came  on  and  were  going  right 
on  towards  Mr.  Matthews'  store.  The  middle  crowd  came  on  and 
stopped  for  something,  and  the  last  crowd  rode  up  and  says  "Shoot  that 
God  damn  dog,''  and  Ras.  Wheeler  says  "Ko,  don't  shoot  him,  let  him 
alone,"  and  some  of  them  out  in  the  road  hollered  "  Watch  that  back 
door"— I  had  went  to  the  back  door,  but  before  I  could  get  out  they 
run  in  and  the  house  was  full  of  men  all  around  us,  running  on  their 
horses,  and  that  stopped  me  in  the  house;  I  couldn't  get  out;  the  door 
was  fastened.  So  I  stood  right  straight  there.  I  had  fastened  on  a 
good  latch  on  the  door,  like  that  one  yonder  with  the  bolt  in,  and  had 
a  piece. of  wood  as  wide  as  your  two  fingers  to  run  in  it,  and  before  the 
wood  would  break  the  iron  broke ;  the  iron  flew  back  as  far  as  to  that 
door,  right  towards  me.  I  says,  jest  so,  "  O,  you  devils,  you  are  as 
anxious  to  get  to  another  one  who  will  break  iron."  When  the  door 
flew  open  1  was  standing  up  there;  they  couldn't  see  me,  I  was  back;  I  had 
my  cotton  in  the  back  room  there,  and  he  came  to  the  room  door  and 
looked  in,  but  he  didn't  see  me;  it  was  dark  in  there.  The  women  was 
all  sqaalling;  they  looked  like  they  were  gQing  to  have  a  fit.  I  said  to 
the  women,  "  Bush  your  howling,  just  hush;  what  are  you  going  on  so 
for!"  Then  he  comes  back  to  see  me  and  talk  with  me.  I  reckon  he 
wauted  to  see  whether  1  had  any  weapons  or  anything.  There  was  a 
stick  down  by  the  side  of  me  that  I  had  weighed  cotton  with.  I  sat 
down  by  the  stick  and  he  took  a  light  and  come  back  and  put  his  light 
up,  about  as  nigh  to  me  as  that  wall  there,  and  he  says,  "  What  have  you 
got  down  there  by  the  side  of  youl"  I  said,  "Nothing  but  a  stick  I 
weigh  cotton  with."  He  says,  "Old  man,  that  is  damn  bad  business." 
1  said,  "No,  sir."  Then  he  says,  "Hello,  Isham,  come  out  and  set  down 
and  let  us  talk  about  politics."    I  wouldn't  go  out.    The  reason  I  wouldn't 

fo  oat,  I  thought  of  old  man  Wallis,  and  thought  if  I  got  out  there,  while 
was  talking  with  him  some  of  them  might  come  up  and  throw  a  rope 
over  my  head, and  so  I  told  them,  " No^I  didn't  want  to  talk  about 
politics;  I  had  no  politics  to  talk  about."  He  says,  "  Well,  by  God,  what 
is  you  gwine  to  vote!"  '  I  said,  "I  don't  know  what  I'm  gwine  to  vote," 
jest  so.  He  answered  me  back,  and  says,  "By  God,  if  you  are  going  to 
vote  the  Radical  ticket,  by  God  you  needn't  come  on  the  ground,  but  if 
you  are  going  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  you  can  come ;  by  God,  we 
are  going  to  kill  out  the  whole  God  damn  seed  and  generation  of  Radi- 
calism." I  never  said  nothing.  I  always  voted  the  Radical  ticket  ever 
WDce  they  gave  me  that  vote.  The  day  I  went  there,  Mr.  Matthews 
there  gave  me  the  ticket,  and  I  simply  thought  to  mvself,  now  I  have 
got  the  ticket  in  my  hand,  and  rather  than  to  take  tne  ticket  and  go 
back  home,  I  am  going  to  vote  the  ticket.  If  they  don't  kill  me  here  to- 
day, they  won't  see  me  till  the  thing  will  be  done,  says  I  to  myself.  And 
I  took  <*nd  voted  the  Radical  ticket  and  went  on  home.  I  haven't  been 
home  from  the  night  that  they  jumped  me.  When  they  went  out  the 
gate  that  night  I  went  out  the  back  door,  and  I  never  went  back,  but 
strayed  out  and  only  went  in  the  day.  and  lay  around  in  the  fields.  The 
cattle  was  in  the  com  and  cotton  ana  I  would  run  them  out,  and  I  just 
kept  out  of  their  way  and  slept  to  myself  in  the  woods,  and  took  my 
family  and  carried  them  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  home  in  a  dark 
corner  where  they  couldn't  get  in  without  coming  through  men's  fields. 
They  staid  about  two  weeks  and  I  staid  about  three  weeks.  I  staid 
out  there  until  everything  got  quiet     And  then  Mr.  Matthews  got 
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killed  and  everything  got  qaieted  down,  and  I  never  heard  no  more, 
and  I  sort  of  got  reconciled  and  went  to  gathering  my  cotton,  and  they 
never  bothered  me  no  more.  They  told  me  if  I  voted  that  ticket, 
Qod  damn  it,  we  all  hadn't  seen  nothing  to  what  they  were  going  to  do 
if  we  voted  the  Radical  ticket,  they  were  going  to  blow  our  God  damn 
brains  out.    I  kept  out  of  the  way;  I  didn't  know  what  they  might  do. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  in  this  crowd  t — A.  I  will  make  a  little  small 
estimate  of  it.  I  reckon  here  was  about  twenty  or  thirty  men ;  now  I 
am  positive  on  that. 

Q.  All  on  horseback  1 — A.  All  on  horseback. 

Q.  All  white  men  f — ^A.  I  can't  say  they  were  all  white  men,  bat  in 
the  evening  they  were  all  white  men.  I  don't  know  how  it  was  after 
night. 

Q.  The  Urst  time  you  saw  them  they  were  all  white  men  1 — A.  Yes^ 
sir. 

Q.  The  last  time  you  saw  them  was  in  the  night  t — A.  I  don't  suppose 
it  was  hardly  light. 

Q.  No  5  I  mean  the  last  time,  when  they  broke  into  your  house  I — ^A. 
That  was  early  5  that  was  the  same  time;  they  just  went  down  to  Cen- 
tennial ;  they  never  spoke  that  night ;  I  know  they  never  spoke,  for 
they  wasn't  gone  long  enough ;  they  came  back  too  quick.  I  might 
have  been  out  of  the  house  when  they  came  back  if  I  had  had  any  idea 
they  were  going  to  bother  me.  I  would  have  put  right  out  that  night 
and  never  went  back  no  more. 

Q.  Any  other  colored  men  in  that  neighborhood  live  in  the  woods t — 
A.  Pretty  well  the  whole  settlement;  it  is  a  mighty  big  settlement  of 
colored  people  in  there,  and  pretty  much  all  of  them  went  into  the 
woods — sometimes  both  men  and  women. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  white  men  lie  out  too  f — A.  Some  of  the  white  men 
laid  out ;  Joe  Bondunint  laid  out,  I  know. 

Q.  Were  those  white  men  who  lay  out  Republicans? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  there  were  some  laid  out  down  on  Falls  Creek ;  they  were  all  Re- 
publicans. The  Republican  men  jest  had  to  drop  like  possum  with  a 
dog  after  him,  jest  to  git  out  of  the  way  if  he  can,  and  they  did  get  out 
the  way;  they  just  hung  their  heads  and  be  as  quiet  as  they  could; 
now  you  have  the  truth  of  it;  they  had  nothing  to  say. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  a  cannon  around  anj'where  1 — A.  They  run  a  cannon 
up  to  Mr.  Matthews,  right  at  the  store,  and  they  shot  it  off  twice  and 
broke  off  one  of  the  collars. 

Q.  Which  Matthews  f — A.  Ras.  Matthews,  in  the  country.  They  run 
two  cannons  that  night ;  they  run  one  back  towards  Bayou  Pierre  and 
around  and  down  about  Mr.  Thompson's;  they  were  running  all  night; 
The  next  day  was  Saturday,  and  all  day  Saturday  and  Saturday  niKht, 
midnight,  3'ou  could  hear  cannon  boom.  I  was  in  the  woods  jest  like  a 
rat  when  a  cat  was  at  the  hole,  and  never  slept  none. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  the  cannon  on  Sunday,  too! — A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
shot  once  heavy  Sunday  evening— just  fairly  bellowed :  and  to  keep 
from  being  bothered  by  them  I  went  to  the  woods  ana  staid  in  the 
woods  and  moved  my  folks  while  I  started  to  go  to  the  store  when  they 
were  raging  so,  and  I  thought  they  might  shoot  me  or  something,  aud 
this  time  I  was  going,  and  one  of  my  sonin-laws  had  went  on  and  he 
got  up  here  in  the  woods,  and  they  went  ahead  of  him  and  came  back, 
and  we  were  excited  by  that,  aud  I  thought  it  was  some  of  them  com- 
ing back  to  have  some  great  contest  with  me,  and  I  broke  from  hiui 
and  he  broke  from  me. 

Q.  How  far  was  that  from  the  village  of  Hazlehurnt  ? — A.  1  dou't 
exactly  know ;  I  think  somewhere  about  fifteen  miles;  may  be  more. 
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By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Who  was  that  man  that  talked  to  yoa  when  he  came  in  with  the 
light  f— A.  That  was  Bas.  Wheeler. 

Q.  He  is  the  man  who  did  the  talking! — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  came 
another  little  boy  jost  abont  the  size  of  that  little  boy  yonder,  as  near 
as  I  can  gness,  right  behind  him,  and  peeped  around,  and  every  time 
he  would  peep  around  I  was  looking  at  him,  so  he  would  drop,  and  I 
says,  "Oh,  you  little  devil,  that  is  the  way  so  many  people  get  killed, 
yoa  young  fellows  will  go  and  peep  around  and  do  the  shooting  ana 
gone,  and  nobody  knows  who  shot."  As  soon  as  they  got  out  of  the 
way  I  got  out  of  my  house  and  never  staid  tliere  for  three  weeks. 

Jack  Thompson  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Pbye: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — Answer.  Copiah  County,  third  district. 

Q.  Is  that  beat  dt — A.  Yes,  sir;  beat  3. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  place  I — A.  Centennial. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Copiah  County  previous  to  the  last  election! — A. 
Yes,  sir:  it  has  been  my  home  and  voting  place  all  the  time ;  I  was  bom 
there.    I  am  fifty  years  old,  and  my  property  is  there. 

Q.  Prior  to  the  last  election  did  you  see  any  armed  men  riding  about 
the  country? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  heard  the  guns;  saw  the  armed  men 
pa^ng,  and  a  good  many  threats  reached  me.  I  knew  that  I  had  always 
been  in  the  Republican  party,  and  I  had  canvassed  for  about  seven  weeks 
the  country  at  large;  which  some  persons  knew  that  fact.  After  court 
begun  I  found  out  the  Democrats  were  furious.  I  could  hear  from  the  talk 
that  they  were  a  little  mad ;  that  they  thought  the  Independents  were  going 
to  beat  them ;  and  so  a  few  days  before  the  election  a  white  friend  of  mine, 
a  Democrat,  told  me  if  he  was  me  he  would  get  out  of  the  county.  He 
says,  "  I  am  friends  with  you.'^  He  is  the  man  I  was  raised  with,  and  I 
have  known  him  all  my  life.  I  didn't  take  his  advice;  I  went  home 
ami  staid  there  Thursday  night,  Friday  night,  and  Saturday'  night. 
There  was  a  colored  mau  ,that  was  with  this  bulldozing  crowd  by  the 
the  name  of  Ed.  Eich.  I  and  Ed.  had  been  at  outs  for  some  time,  and 
on  Sanday  morning,  a  woman  living  with  him  came  to  my  house  and  told 
me  that  he  said  that /they  were  going  to  make  me  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  on  Tuesday,  or  kill  me,  and  people  at  church,  where  they  were 
attending  quarterly  conference,  down  there  about  three  miles  from  my 
honse,  said  that  they  came  to  the  quarterly  conference  armed  in  that  way. 
That  word  was  brought  to  me  on  Sunday  morning.  I  knew  that  1  had 
did  my  best,  and  I  turned  everything  that  I  could  turn  for  the  Independ- 
ent and  Republican  united  ticket,  and  when  this  woman  brings  me  that 
▼ord,  after  I  had  heard  from  a  white  friend  that  was  a  Democrat,  that 
he  didn't  think  I  would  be  safe  in  the  county  ;  says  he,  "  I  mean  to  tell 
you  the  fact,'^  and  says  he,  "  I  don't  think  you  will  be  safe."  Then  the 
men. began  to  ride  and  lope  the  road  on  Sunday  evening,  and  I  wasn't 
well;  I  was  suffering  with  rheumatism  a  good  deal,  but  I  watched  and 
waited  till  they  pas^.  Some  would  take  the  forks  of  the  road  going 
west,  and  some  would  go  south. 

Q.  Were  they  mounted  men  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  armed  t — A.  All  armed. 

Q.  Guns  ! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  out  to  where  1  could  see  a  good  many 
of  them ;  some  had  veils  on  their  faces.  This  was  about  an  hour  by  sun 
on  Sunday  evening ;  I  don't  know  who  they  were;  they  were  in  the  big 
road.    There  was  a  hundred,  I  reckon,  passed  in  the  course  of  an  hour 
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and  a  half;  cannon  was  firing,  so  I  got  on  my  horse  and  left  the  connty, 
and  went  to  Lincoln  Connty.  I  knew  nothing  of  what  went  on  at  the 
election  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Judge  Wharton,  the  circuit  judge t — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  presiding  at  that  court  there  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  a  conversation  between  him  and  anybody  else t— A. 
YiB8,  sir.  I  won't  be  confident  now  whether  it  was  Tuesday  or  Wednes- 
day. Probably  Mr.  Sexton  might  hare  been  present ;  I  don^  know 
whether  he  was  there  or  not.  Mr.  Sexton  said,  ^^  Judge,  some  persoDS 
seem  to  think  that  there  is  some  doubt  in  carrying  the  election."  The 
judge  says,  just  this  way,  "  It  is  presumed,  gentlemen,  that  you  will 
carry  this  election ;  you  can  carry  it,  and  you  must  carry  it." 

Q.  The  judge  said  thatt — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  thought  then  that  if  they 
must  carry  it  I  had  better  get  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  Did  the  judge  say  anything  about  holding  these  men  who  com- 
mitted these  atrocities! — A.  As  soon  as  I  turned — and  everybody  in 
Copiah  County  knows  me — the  conversation  got  low,  got  little.  This 
is  the  fact  about  it. 

Q.  What  day  was  it  you  left  the  county! — A.  I  left  the  county  on 
Sunday  before  the  election  on  Tuesday. 

Q.  WeriB  the  colored  people  alarmed  in  your  part  of  the  county! — ^A. 
They  were  all  in  the  woods.  The  women  was  alarmed,  and  there  was 
two  or  three  men  came  to  my  house  on  Saturday  night  that  was  lying 
out  under  the  pine  bushes  in  front  of  my  house ;  I  don't  know  whether 
they  were  white  or  colored ;  I  saw  them  knocking  around  there ;  they 
were  afoot;  1  don't  know  whp  they  were.  My  daughter  said  they 
came  again  Monday  night,  the  same  parties,  but  didn't  try  to  get  in, 
but  were  just  thumping  around.  I  went  to  Lincoln  County,  near  Brook- 
haven,  Sunday  night  before  I  slept,  leaving  about  sundown. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury: 

Q.  You  say  you  heard  Judge  Wharton  say  to  some  gentlemen  "  It  is 
presumed  we  will  carry  the  county,  and  we  must  carry  the  county"!— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  those  gentlemen  he  was  talking  to! — A.  It  was  at  the 
court-house ;  I  don't  know  who  he  was  talking  to ;  there  was  four  or 
five  of  them,  and  I  didn't  take  much  thought  of  it  right  then. 

Q.  How  far  oflf  were  you  from  Judge  Wharton! — A.  Ten  or  twelve 
feet. 

Q.  And  yon  cannot  remember  any  of  the  persons  now  that  he  was 
conversing  with! — A.  No,  sir;  I  just  heard  him  say  this:  "Gentlemen, 
it  is  presumed  you  will  carry  this  election,  and  you  must  Qsa;pj  it." 

Q.  And  you  cannot  remember  any  person  who  was  present!— A 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  eavesdropping! — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Q.  You  said  you  know  everybody  in  the  county,  did  you  not!— A. 
No,  sir;  I  said  everybody  in  the  county  knows  me. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  everybody  in  the  county! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  cannot  remember  any  one  man  who  was  present! — ^A.  No, 
sir:  I  don't  recollect  any  one. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  a  while  ago  that  Mr.  Sexton  was  present  at 
that  conversation! — A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  say  in  that  crowd.  I  said  he 
might  have  been  ;  I  don't  recollect  who  was  there.  I  just  mentioned 
that,  and  somebody  heard  of  it.  Everybody  was  moving  to  try  to  carry 
the  election.  I  thought  no  harm  about  me  doing  my  duty,  as  I  was  a 
Bepublican. 
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Q.  What  business  did  you  follow  t — A.  I  have  been  an  itinerant 
preacher  until  last  year  for  fourteen  years.  Last  year  I  located  on  ac- 
count of  the  health  of  my  wife^ — and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — 
and  I  were  up  there,  and  Dr.  Burnley  was  kind  of  tending  on  me  at  the 
time;  I  was  feeble  and  standing  about 

Q.  You  were  not  engaged  in  any  business! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  canvassing  for  the  Republican  party,  were  you  f — A.  I 
was  not  exactly  at  that  time,  but  if  I  saw  a  man  that  I  thought  was 
weak 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  you  were  canvassing  for  seven  weeks  1 — A.  Yes, 
sir:  bat  I  think  that  was  the  first  week  of  court,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Q.  What  month  was  the  court  held  f — A.  Fourth  Monday  in  October: 
I  forget  what  day  now ;  I  thought  that  was  common ;  any  man  would 
say,  ''We  must  carry  our  election."  I  would  tell  them  we  must  carry 
our  election. 

Q.  You  told  that  to  your  side  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  said  as  much  as  Judge  Wharton  did,  did  you  not  t — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  thought  he  just  meant  that^  you  know. 

Q.  You  say  a  woman  came  and  told  you  that  a  colored  man  with  whom 
you  had  some  difficulty  said  that  they  were  going  to  make  you  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket  or  kill  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  That  was  the  story  of  the  woman  as  to  what  the  colored  man  had 
saidt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  had  had  some  personal  difficulty  with  that  colored  man  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  that  was  not  the  expression  of  any  white  man,  was  itt — A. 
No,  sir ;  that  was  not  the  expression  of  any  white  man,  but  then  he 
went  to  church  with  the  crowd  of  armed  white  men  on  the  day  before 
that. 

f3*  Do  they  come  to  church  armed  in  your  parish t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
reckon  some  forty  or  fifty  went  armed  to  the  quarterly  conference. 

Q.  Were  you  there  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  armed  t — A.  No,  sir ;  they  told  me. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  fact  yourself? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  just  telling  what  you  heard  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Hearsay  altogether  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  me  he  was  there  with 
them. 

Q.  That  is  rumor  also,  is  itt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  that  he  was  there  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  dont  know  it. 

Q.  Was  that  a  colored  woman  who  told  you  that  story  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  story  of  the  colored  woman  as  to  what  the  colored  man  said 
al^med  you  and  you  left  the  county  t — ^A.  But  there  was  a  white  Dem- 
ocrat told  me 

Q.  Who  was  het — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  going  to  tell. 

Q.  You  will  not  tell  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  I  have  no.  power  to  make  you  telL 

The  Witness.  I  told  the  Democrats  in  that  county  when  they  asked 
Bie  why  I  went  away  that  I  had  a  Democratic  friend  that  told  me  he 
didn't  think  I  was  safe. 

Q.  Yon  will  not  tell  the  name  of  that  friend  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Because  we  might  summon  that  man  to  ascertain 
whether  he  did  tell  you  thatf 

The  Ghaibman.  And  he  might  be  shot. 

By  Mr.  Caheeon: 
Q.  State  again  why  you  left  the  county  before  the  election. — A.  Be- 
cause I  had  heard,  and  because  I  saw  people  around  my  house  on  Sat- 
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urday  night,  and  because  the  cannons  were  firing  and  men  riding  aionnd 
with  arms  on  Sanday  evening,  and  with  veils  over  their  faces,  and  be- 
cause I  got  word  from  a  white  man  and  colored  woman,  and  knew  I  had 
been  engaged  in  the  canvass  for  about  seven  weeks,  and  I  knew  that 
on  Saturday  night  there  was  a  man  and  his  wife  shot,  and  about  ten 
days  before  the  election  this  old  man  Wallis  was  shot,  and  I  thought  I 
had  better  pull  out  before  the  election ;  and  a  man  and  his  wife  was  shot 
just  above  me  by  some  person  I  don't  know. 

Q.  The  colored  people  who  were  shot  were  all  Republicanst — A.  Tes, 
sir. 

Ghables  Lewis  Oliveb  (colored)  was  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbte  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet — Answer.  I  live  in  Hazlehurst 

Q.  How  far  from  the  court-house  t — A.  I  live  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  I  think;  it  may  be  a  little  more. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Republican  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  formation  of  a  Republican 
club  just  before  the  last  election! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  what  took  place;  where  it  was  done,  and 
what  was  donet — A.  About  four  miles  east  of  Hazlehurst  there  is  a 
church  called  Cemetery  Hill  school-house,  and  they  invited  me  oat 
there  one  night  to  organize  a  club  and  make  a  si>eech.  That  night, 
about  dark  or  a  little  after,  I  got  on  my  horse  and  went  on  out  there.  1 
got  a  little  way  out  of  the  main  road  and  took  another  direction  and 
went  by  another  man's  house  who  was  going  there,  and  he  went  with 
me  and  showed  me  the  way.  When  I  got  there  I  reckon  there  was 
about  10  or  12  horses  hitched  around  there.  I  knew  that  they  were 
horses  out  of  town;  I  knew  that  they  were  not  country  horses;  they 
looked  like  livery-stable  horses;  I  was  sort  of  dubious  about  getting 
down,  there  was  so  much  talking  going  on,  and  I  thought  I  would 
see  what  was  going  on,  and  if  anything  wrong,  I  would  light  out  from 
there  without  being  bothered  ;  I  went  on  down  there  and  didn't  see  any- 
body ;  there  was  two  or  three  colored  men  setting  there  on  the  steps ; 
I  got  down  and  hitched  my  horse,  me  and  the  man  that  was  with  me, 
and  directly  some  tive  or  six  white  men  came  walking  up  and  says, 
*' Well,  here's  Charley !"  they  all  knew  me  and  I  knew  them;  they  were 
out  of  the  same  town.  *'  Well,  Charley,  when  are  you  going  to  make  a 
speech  f  I  told  them  I  didn't  know  exactly  about  making  a  speech, 
I  was  looking  for  another  fellow  by  the  name  of  Current  to  make  a 
speech.  '*  Why  don't  you  make  a  speech!"  I  told  them  I  came  out  to 
hear  a  speech ;  the  fact  was,  I  had  gone  out  there  to  make  a  speech, 
but  I  was  trying  to  get  out  of  it;  they  all  stood  there  awhile,  and  the 
people  began  to  come,  but  as  soon  as  they  saw  that  crowd  of  white 
men  there  they  would  go  away.  I  then  told  a  man  that  was  with  me, 
"Let  us  go  home;  there  is  no  use  in  trying  to  have  anybody  here  to 
hear  the  speech,  and  I  am  going  away."^  The  white  man  says,  "Yes; 
and  I  will  go  too,"  and  everybody  made  for  his  horse  right  at  the 
same  time.  I  spoke  to  this  man  that  was  with  me,  and  said  I,  "  Yon  let 
them  white  men  get  on  their  horses  and  go  on  ahead;  if  you  ride  in  front 
of  them  they  might  shoot  you  off  your  horse;"  he  said  that  would  be  a 
good  idea.  Then  we  sort  of  slacked  back,  and  they  rode  on  about  two 
or  three  hundred  yards,  and  the  whole  business  stopped  right  in  the 
middle  of  the  road,  I  suppose,  waiting  for  us,  and  we  rid  on  up  to  where 
they  were,  and  I  passed  by  them  and  left  them  standing  in  the  road  whis- 
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pering  and  talking.  They  never  said  anything  to  me  at  that  time,  and  when 
I  got  ahead  of  them  my  intention  was  then  to  light  oat  for  town  and  beat 
them  to  town.  I  put  on  and  rid  on  about  two  or  three  hundred  yards 
and  came  to  John  Ke well's  house  and  stopped  to  listen  to  hear  if  I  could 
bear  them  coming.  I  heard  them  coming  and  I  knew  they  would  over- 
take me  because  there  was  a  swamp  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ahead  of 
08,  and  I  didn't  want  to  get  hemmed  up  in  the  swamp,  and  I  thought  I 
would  go  in  Mr.  NewelPs  yard  and  let  them  pass.  I  went  in  the 
yard  with  my  horse,  and  by  that  time  they  overtook  me,  and  the 
whole  thing  run  right  up  to  the  gate  and  said,  "What  are  you  stopped 
forf "  I  told  them  I  had  some  business  that  I  had  to  attend  to.  They 
said,  "Well,  you  get  in  the  road  ahead  of  us  and  go  to  town."  I  told 
them  I  didn't  come  out  there  with  them,  and  I  wasn't  going  to  town 
with  them ;  that  I  had  a  right  to  go  to  town  when  I  got  ready,  and  by  my- 
self, for  I  didn't  come  out  there  with  them.  I  told  them  I  was  going  to  stay 
oat  there.  One  of  them  says  to  me,  "  Well,  we  will  stay  all  night  with 
youj"  another  says,  "Yes,  we  will  stay  all  night";  and  it  went  all 
aroand  just  like  a  song,  and  they  commenced  putting  their  legs  on  their 
saddles  and  comraenc^  looking  like  they  were  asleep.  I  didn't  know 
what  to  do,  and  nobody  wasn't  moving.  Then  directly  one  of  them 
rid  up  pretty  close  to  me  and  said,  "By  Gk)d,  you  strike  right  oflf  for 
town,  young  man,"  or  some  such  remark  as  that.  I  told  him  1  wasn't 
going  to  town ;  that  I  didn't  propose  to  be  driven  to  town  in  front  of 
any  crowd  that  way,  and  I  wasn't  going  to  town.  So  I  got  up  on  my 
horse  and  rode  right  on  back  through  the  man's  yard.  I  never  was  in 
the  yard  before  in  my  life.  I  don't  know  exactly  who  lived  there,  but 
I  thought  Mr.  Newell  lived  there,  and  I  run  on  down  behind  the  house 
and  tuck  a  sort  of  blind  road-  that  carried  me  out  into  the  Monticello 
road,  from  Hazlehurst  to  Monticello ;  that  throwed  me  off  about  two 
miles  off  of  my  main  route.  They  still  stood  there  at  the  gate  and 
never  followed  me  any  farther.  When  1  got  into  the  road 'and  came  on 
up  the  other  road  to  Hazlehurst  from  Monticello  I  made  tracks  until  I 
got  into  town. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  white  men  were  there  f — A.  I  think  there  was 
about  ten;  I  most  forget  how  many. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  t — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  they  have  guns!— A.  No,  they  didn't  have  any  guns. 

Q.  Were  they  Democrats! — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  all  Democrats. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  organize  any  club! — A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  or- 
ganize any  meeting. 

Q.  As  1  understand  you,  when  the  people  came  there  and  saw  these 
white  men,  they  left!— A.  They  left. 

Q.  Was  that  church  burned  afterwards! — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  When! — ^A.  I  ain't  certain,  but  1  think,  though,  it  was  the  next 
night 

Q.  Was  that  a  colored  people's  church! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  do  not  know  who  burned  it! — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't 
know  who  burned  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  these  men  were  out  of  Hazlehurst 
the  next  night! — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  whether  they  were  or  not 
I  wouldn^t  stay  in  town  that  night. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  election  day  ! — A.  I  was  in  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  men  riding  around  with  guns  before  the  election! — 
A.  I  think  on  the  Sunday  before  the  election  I  saw  them  going  out  on 
horseback  with  guns  in  the  direction  of  what  they  call  Tailholt. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Meade,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  t— 
A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  him  recently  1 — ^A.  I  had  a 
talk  with  him  after  the  election. 

Q.  In  relation  to  the  killing  of  Matthews! — ^A.  No.  I  was  in  the 
woods,  and  I  was  conferring  with  him  about  coming  back  home,  for  all 
my  business  was  going  to  destruction,  and  I  couldn't  get  on  no  trains 
to  go  anywhere. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  meet  him  t — A.  I  went  to  my  house  one  night 
and  got  my  wife  to  go  up  there  and  see  Miller  and  Meade,  and  whoever 
I  thought  was  bossing  that  mob  up  there  in  town.  I  didn't  know  who 
did  have  it.    I  thought  she  would  see  them  and  they  would  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Meade  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  Meade f — A.  I  saw  him  up  there  at  his  house. 

Q.  What  talk  did  you  have  with  himt — A.  He  sent  word  by  my  wife 
to  tell  me  to  come  up  there,  but  I  couldn't  go  up  there  nowhere  in  the 
daytime,  and  so  in  the  night  I  went  up  there  to  the  fence  and  he  came 
out.  I  had  two  or  three  tietlks  with  him.  The  first  talk  I  believe  I  had 
with  him  he  came  out  and  he  says  to  me,  '*  Charley,  I  have  went  all 
over  town,"  and  he  says,  "I  can't  control  these  men."  He  says,  "I  cant 
do  anything  with  them."  He  says, ''  I  have  seen  some  of  them,  and  some 
of  them  have  agreed  to.do  so  and  some  of  them  have  agreed  not  to  bother 
you;  you  had  better  go  and  see  Mr.  Miller  and  some^[>dy,  and  get  them 
to  work  around,  and  get  them  to  not  trouble  you."  I  said,  "  What  is  it 
I  have  donet"  He  said,  ^^AU I  know  is  you  have  had  a  good  deal  of  talk 
about  here,  is  all  I  hear,  speaking  and  canvassing  out  here  at  Cemetary 
Hill;  that  is  all  I  know."  I  asked  him  to  see  what  he  could  do  with 
them  for  me,  and  I  believe  the  man  did  do  all  he  could  at  that  time;  at 
least  he  told  •me  he  did.  That  was  a  long  time  afterwards.  He  told  me 
to  stay  in  the  woods  three  or  four  days  longer  and  then  come  in  town. 
He  told  me  to  stay  in  the  woods  or  send  my  wife  up  there  and  let  her 
see  him^  but  not  to  come  up  there  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  again! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  conversation  did  you  have  with  him  thent — A.  He  said  he 
had  got  it  all  arranged  then. 

Q.  Oid  Meade  see  you  this  last  Saturday  nightf — A.  Yes,  sir;  he 
saw  nm  Saturday  evening,  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  What  did  he  talk  to  you  about  thent — ^A.  He  asked  me  had  I  been 
summoned  to  New  Orleans.  I  told  him  I  hadn't.  He  asked  me  then 
what  was  going  on,  and  did  I  know  anything  about  it  He  said  he  had 
done  all  he  coidd  for  me. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  he  wanted  you  to  swear  tot — A.  No;  he 
didn't  tell  me  what  he  wanted  me  to  swear  to. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  itt — A.  No;  he  didn't  say  anything 
about  that,  not  as  I  remember  now. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  your  swearing  that  Matthews  had  a 
pistol  in  his  hand  raised  on  Wheeler  when  Wheeler  shot  himt 

The  Witness.  Said  what! 

Q.  Did  he  say  he  wanted  you  to  swear  that  Matthews  had  a  pistol  in 
his  hand  or  anything  of  that  kindt — A.  I  don't  remember  about  that 
There  was  something  said  about  that,  but  I  don't  remember  what  it  was. 
It  was  along  right  after  tiie  election.  It  has  been  so  long  ago  I  have 
really  forgot  what  it  was;  but  there  was  something  said;  I  don't  know 
what  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  such  conversation  with  Meade  just  after  the 
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election t — A.  I  think  there  T^as  something  said  abont  it  just  after  the 
election. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  what  was  said  t — A.  I  can't  exactly ;  1  have 
had  several  conversations,  but  I  be  switched  if  I  hain't  forgot  almost. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  colored  people  for  a  fortnight  before 
the  election  were  very  much  alarmed  throughout  the  county  or  not  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  lived  at  home  or  nott — A.  They  pretty 
well  all  stayed  in  the  woods. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  yourself,  whether  or  not  there  had  been  firing  of 
guns  for  a  fortnight  before  the  election,  around  in  various  directions! — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  all  over  the  whole  country,  as  far  as  I  could  hear  of. 

Q.  Had  there  been  any  firing  of  cannons! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  itt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  canvassed  around  there.  What  was  the  condi- 
tion of  the  colored  people  for  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  election! 
Were  they  in  a  frightened  condition  or  were  they  at  home! — A.  I  just 
tell  yon  how  things  was  there:  The  whole  country  was  in  a  range  of 
terror  all  over  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  country  with  col- 
ored people,  as  far  as  I  could  see.  There  was  nobody  stayed  at  home; 
everybody  was  excited  and  scared  and  troubled  pretty  near  to  death, 
and  quit  their  farms.  ^ 

Q.  Quit  their  crops! — A.  They  had  to  leave,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  You  voted,  did  you  not! — A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not! — A.  I  went  there  to  vote,  and  they  shot  Mr. 
Matthews  down,  and  I  wasn't  very  far  away ;  but  then  I  took  and  ^ent 
to  the  woods  the  quickest  route,  and  I  stayed  there,  too. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay! — A.  I  stayed  there  two  weeks:  I  couldn't 

it  on  the  trains  no  way;  I  tried  to  get  on  the  train  two  or  three  places, 
lat  I  was  blockaded  up. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Did  yon  not  take  a  very  active  part  in  the  canvass! — A.  I  did  for 
a  while. 

Q.  Were  yoa  not  in  the  habit  of  going  armed  yourself! 

The  Witness.  Me! 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. 

A  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  keep  arms  at  your  house! — A.  "So.  sir ;  I  live  in  town, 
and  I  never  had  a  chance  to  go  hanting,  and  so  I  oidn't  have  any  use 
for  a  gun. 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  the  habit  of  firing  off  pistols  and  guns  at  your 
house  at  night! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time  this  firing  was  going  on,  did  not  you  yourself  fi:e- 
qoently  fire! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  fire  either  guns  or  pistols  off  in  your  house! — A.  No, 
sir:  I  didn't 

Q.  At  that  club  meeting  to  which  you  allude,  was  not  a  man  called 
Current  to  speak  there  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  expected  to  speak  there! — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  expected 
to  speak  there. 

Q.  Wa8  not  he  one  of  the  parties  who  was  concerned  in  the  riot  some 
years  ago  at  Mississippi! — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  he  was  there! — A.  No;  I  never  got  acquainted 
with  Current  until  about  three  months  before  election;  I  don't  know 
where  he  came  from ;  1  never  saw  him  before  that. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  not  know  the  repatation  be  hadt — ^A.  No,  sir;  as  far  as  1 
heard  he  had  a  very  good  repatation  among  the  colored  people;  I  don't 
know  any  white  people  that  know  him. 

Q.  Do  you  now  know  that  these  white  people  went  oat  there  that  night 
flrom  Hazlehurst  to  see  if  Current  was  to  speak  f — ^A.  They  may  have 
went  out  there  for  that,  but  1  don't  know  certainly  if  they  did  go  for 
that,  because  they  didn't  tell  me  that. 

Q.  Were  they  not  all  boys,  anyhow! — A.  Boys  and  men. 

Q.  What  men  were  there! — A.  Mr.  Hargraves  was  there:  Lawyer 
Bailey  was  thei*e;  Mr.  Charley  Hart  was  there;  Mr.  Eeuben  Morrison, 
another  lawyer,  was  there;  and  I  forget  who  all  else. 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 
Q.  Those  are  the  boys  that  were  there! — A.  Men,  lawyers,  some  of 
them. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
Q.  Did  Current  live  in  Copiah  County  ! — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he 
did  or  not.    I  haven't  seen  him  since  they  got  hold  of  him  down  there 
in  the  railroad  cut  one  night.    I  don't  know  what  has  become  of  him. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  That  crowd  of  boys  that  were  there  did  not  oflfer  you  any  harm; 
they  did  not  strike  you,  or  hurt  you,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  at  that 
meeting? — A.  No,  sir;  they  never  done  anything  for  me. 

Q.  They  did  not  make  any  threats  to  you,  did  they!— A.  No,  sir; 
they  didn't  make  any  threats  to  me. 

Q.  Did  they  threaten  anybody  at  all  that  night!  Did  you  hear  them 
threaten  anybody! — A.  No,  sir:  I  never  had  no  more  talk  with  them 
than  what  I  told  you;  I  didn't  near  them  threaten  anybody. 

By  Mr.  Cameron: 
Q.  Why  did  you  not  organize  a  Republican  club  there! — A.  Well, 
when  the  i)eople  would  come  there  and  see  the  white  men  there,  they 
would  leave ;  they  were  afraid. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbtjry  : 

Q.  Was  not  this  man  Current  brought  into  Copiah  County  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  clubs!  Do  you  not  know  the  fact  that  he  was 
sent  for  outside  of  the  county  to  come  in  there  to  organize  clubs! — A. 
No,  sir;  I  don't;  I  don't  know  it,  for  I  don't  know  anybody  that  was 
organizing  clubs  but  myself;  1  know  I  have  been  in  it  for  six  or  seven 
years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  county! — ^A.  I  was  bom  there, 
and  raised  right  there  in  Copiah  County. 

J.  W.  BoNDUBANT  swom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 
Question.  What  is  your  first  name  ! — Answer.  Joe. 
Q.  Where  do  you  reside  ! — A.  Copiah. 
Q.  What  part  of  Copiah  !— A.  Beat  3. 
Q.  What  was  your  voting  precinct! — A.  CentenniaL 
Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Copiah! — ^A.  All  my  life;  twenty 
three  years. 
Q.  Born  there! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  are  your  politics! — A.  Bepublican. 
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Q.  Were  you  in  beat  3  aud  around  there  previoas  to  the  last  elec- 
tion f — A.  I  was. 

Q.  For  what- length  of  timet— A.  All  the  fall. 

Q.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  what  you  saw  of  this  mob  or 
armed  men  which  has  been  testified  to  here  this  morning. — A.  The  first 
I  knew  anything  about  the  mob  riding  around  was  when  Tom  Wallis 
was  killed.  I  didn't  see  any  of  them  then,  but  on  Friday  night  before 
the  election  I  was  going  from  the  gin  and  I  met  a  lot  of  men  in  the  road. 
There  was  going  to  be  a  speaking  at  Centennial  that  night,  and  I  thought 
1  would  go.  I  met  those  annex!  men  and  saw  that  they  were  Democrats, 
and  going  there  armed,  and  so  I  didn't  think  I  had  any  business  there 
as  I  was  a  Bepnblican.  But  they  didn't  have  the  speaking  there  that 
oigbt;  there  was  a  crowd  came  ft*om  Spencer's  Mill  and  met  them  and 
stopped  at  Ainsworth's  store,  which  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
where  I  live. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  there  ! — A.  Shot  off  their  pistols,  and  shot  the 
eanuon,  and  hollered  and  yooped  and  yelled  around. 

Q.  These  mounted  men! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  f — A.  I  think  about  150  of  them  ;  may  be  more. 

Q.  What  were  they  armed  with! — A.   Shotguns,  pistols,  and  rifies. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  cannon! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  fire  that  that  night! — A.  Yes,  sirj  they  kept  that  con- 
tinoally  going. 

Q.  How  much  of  a  settlement  is  there  around  Ainsworth's  stor^! — 
A.  There  is  a  good  many  colored  people  living  around  there. 

Q.  What  kind  of  rifles  do  they  have,  do  you  know! — A.  They  have 
breech-loadiog  rifles  and  some  of  all  sorts;  some  needle-guns  I  think. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stay  around  there! — A.  They  staid  there 
abont  an  hour  maybe,  perhaps  not  quite  so  long,  and  then  they  came 
on  up  the  road  towards  where  I  live.  1  think  they  called  on  the  colored 
people  all  along  as  they  came  along,  and  when  they  got  up  there  at  the 
store,  the  first  I  knew  that  they  were  going  there,  I  was  down  at  the 
honse  of  Mr.  Matthews 

Q.  Which  Matthews!— A.  Ras.  Matthews  (T.  E.  Matthews);  and  Mr. 
Matthews's  clerk  was  there,  and  when  I  heard  them  coming,  hollering — 
there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  and  rumor  that  they  were  going  to 
get  hold  of  H.  B.  Ormond,  who  had  been  making  a  radical  speech,  and 
I  says,  "  Suppose  we  walk  up  to  the  store."  We  stood  there  a  while,  and 
Bas.  says,  "  Let  us  walk  up  to  the  store,"  and  we  walked  up  to  the  store ; 
that  is  about  fifty  yards  from  the  house.  We  walked  in  the  store  and 
made  up  a  light.  They  were  down  right  there  right  below  the  store. 
They  came  up  hollering  around,  "Somebody  had  better  get  away  from 
here,"  and  when  they  got  up  within  thirty  yards  of  the  store  somebody 
wanted  to  know  where  Ormond  was,  and  then  they  hollered,  "Somebody 
had  better  get  away  from  here."  Then  they  wanted  to  know  where 
Gall  Matthews  was.  Then  they  hauled  the  cannon  around ;  we  could 
hear  it,  and  they  said,  "  Turn  it  on  the  store,"  and  one  of  them  says,  "  Put 
a  log-chain  in  it  and  shoot  the  damn  thing."  And  one  says,  "  Ain't  you 
got  buckshot!  Put  that  in  and  shoot  hell  out  of  them."  I  stood  there 
on  the  gallery,  and  Ras.  Matthews  stood  there,  and  they  shot  the  can- 
non and  hollered  and  went  on  and  cursed  us,  and  hollered  at  us  to  go 
to  hell,  "The  damn  set  of  sons  of  bitches,"  and  then  they  rode  on  up  the 
road  and  hollered  "  Halt."  I  was  standing  on  the  gallery,  and  Bas.  says 
^  Come  in  and  sit  down  f  and  I  went  in  and  sat  down  on  one  side  of  the 
fire-place,  and  Ormond  was  sitting  behind  me,  and  they  rode  up  and 
Bbook  their  guns  in  the  store,  and  hollered  and  made  other  noises2and 
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went  down  even  with  my  house  and  hollered  again,  and  turned  and 
came  back.  When  they  turned  and  came  back,  Wheeler  was  in  com- 
mand. 

Q.  What  Wheeler  !— A,  Bas.  Wheeler  (E.  B.),  and  he  says,  "  Open 
your  mouths,  you  damn  sons  of  bitches  you,''  and  about  that  time  two 
pistols  or  guns  fired  and  shot  right  in  the  store,  and  then  there  was  con- 
tinual firing.  Some  of  the  balls  went  in  the  side  of  the  house,  some 
passed  through,  and  some  went  over  our  heads  and  struck  some  tin- 
ware, and  two  balls  came  in  the  door  between  Mr.  Matthews  and  myself; 
we  were  standing  about  a  foot  apart.  They  hollered,  "  Bring  them  out 
and  swing  them  to  a  limb,"  and  dared  us  to  open  our  mouths,  and  went 
on  down  the  road  about  half  a  mile,  and  made  a  nigger  come  out  from 
the  house  there  and  went  in  it. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 
Q.  Did  you  see  itt — ^A.  I  know  it  was  done. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  f — A.  I  saw  the  niggers  directly  afterwards ;  I  could 
hear  the  pistols  shooting  right  at  the  house. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  Out  of  the  negroes'  house  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  far  aS'  you  could  see  them,  were  they  calling  at  the  various 
negroes'  houses  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  could  hear  them  or  see  them 
either.  I  knew  where  the  nigger  houses  were  right  along  the  road,  and 
I  could  hear  the  guns  and  cannons  shooting. 

Q.  What  time  of  night  was  this  t — A.  I  suppose  it  was  between  9  and 
10  o'clock. 

Q.  You  said  this  was  Friday  before  the  election  1 — A.  Friday  night 
before  the  election. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  prior  to  that  anything  of  squads  of  this  kind  going 
■around  the  country  t — A.  I  don't  believe  I  had ;  I  had  heard  of  them 
but  I  hadn't  seen  them. 

Q.  What  finally  became  of  them  that  night  f — A.  They  went  on  down 
to  about  the  Thompson  place,  and  next  morning  came  back  and  passed 
«ome  resolutions  there  about  Md  Tom  Wallis  being  killed ;  said  if  Frank 
Thompson,  Marion  McGree.  Joel  East,  or  Tom  Wharton  was  injured  in 
any  way  they  would  hold  tne  Matthews  brothers  responsible ;  and  they 
sent  five  or  six  armed  men  with  their  guns  on  their  hips  with  those  reso- 
lutions. 

Q.  That  was  to  Erastus  Matthews  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  they  named  these  men  t — A.  I  don't  know  why 
they  named  them. 

Q.  Was  this  crowd  all  Democrats,  so  far  as  you  knowt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  of  them  white  men  t — A.  There  was  only  two  niggers  amongst 
them 

Q.  How  many  men  do  yon  say  adopted  resolutions  to  Erastus  1 — A. 
It  was  five  or  six;  I  am  not  certain  which.    I  think,  though  Jt  was  six. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any  of  them  f — A.  Charlie  Hart,  Hans 
Pan,  and  some  Davis ;  I  don't  know  which  Davis.  That  was  three  I 
J^now. 

Q.  Was  Frank  Davis  in  this  mob  at  any  timet — A.  I  don't  know 
whether  he  was  in  the  mob  that  night  or  not.  I  heard  that  he  was,  but 
I  didn't  see  him. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  this  mob  at  any  other  time  f — A.  The  next 
Jdonday  and  Sunday. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  them  on  Sunday  t-^A.  I  seen  them  Sunday 
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coffliDgdown  the  l^atchez  roadj  I  didn't  see  all  of  them:  part  had 
passed  on,  I  heard,  and  I  was  going  on  oat  to  Frank  Bafkin^s,  and  as  I 
got  in  the  road  some  more  of  them  went  on  down  the  road. 

Q.  Horseback  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Armed? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  sqnads  did  you  see  that  day  f — A.  Two.  I  was  too 
far  from  the  road  to  see  how  many  there  was  in  the  first  squad,  but  I 
think  there  was  about  twenty  in  the  last  crowd. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  firing  on  Sunday? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  from  the  town  of  Hazlehurst  ? — A.  Fifteen  or  six- 
teen miles. 

Q.  Up  in  that  section  of  the  country  are  most  of  the  i)eople  colored?— 
A  Yes,  sir ;  and  most  of  them  Kepublicans  too. 

Q.  And  in  beat  3  are  there  many  colored  people  ? — A.  Yes,  sir:  most 
of  tiiem  was  colored  people :  and  there  was  two  or  three  hundred  Kepub- 
lican  majority  there,  I  thiuK,  maybe  more. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  more  of  them  on  Sunday? — A.  No.  I  went 
on  out  to  Frank  Buffkin's,  and  that  was  off  the  public  road. 

Q.  On  Monday  ?— A.  I  came  back  on  Sunday  night,  and  Monday  I 
Btarted  down,  and  I  would  see  a  few  along  every  now  and  then  until  I 
got  within  6  miles  of  Hazlehurst.  The  first  I  knew  I  saw  some  niggers 
eome  running  down,  and  I  said,  "  What  is  the  matter?''  They  said, 
"What  is  these  armed  men  up  to?^  I  said,  "Nothing  but  to  scare  you: 
dont  notice  them."  About  that  time  four  of  them  came  up  and  lookea 
at  me  and  put  their  shotguns  that  way  [illustrating].  I  didn't  know 
some  of  these  men  when  I  got  up  to  them  just  six  miles  from  Hazle- 
hurst, and  when  I  got  up  with  them  on  the  road  to  Marion  Higdon's 

Q.  He  was  one  of  them? — A.  And  spoke  to  him  and  says,  "Marion, 
what  does  this  mean  ?"  I  said,  "  I  thought  we  were  good  friends."  I 
saw  him  that  night  at  the  store.  I  said,  "For  my  part,  if  you  had 
wanted  roe  you  know  I  would  have  stepped  out  anywhere  to  talk  to 
joo";  and  I  said,  "There  is  my  sisters  and  my  aunt  and  all  her  chil- 
dred  there  ^^  I  think  there  was  fourteen  of  them,  some  of  them  nothing 
but  children,  screaming  and  hollering,  and  I  told  him  I  didn't  like  it 
aod  I  thought  it  ought  to  be  stopped,  and  asked  what  he  thought  about 
it  They  just  remarked  about  it  there  in  the  mob  that  none  of  them 
wa«  scared  and  they  didn't  know  that  any  of  their  women  were  scared, 
just  to  let  me  know  that  no  Democratic  women  were  scared.  And 
Bailey  says,  "Bring  Bondurant  up  here  and  we  will  make  a  Democrat 
of  him.''  I  told  him  they  tried  that  sufficiently  the  other  night.  That 
was  all  he  said,  and  I  stopped  at  Jones's  to  get  out  of  the  mob,  and  when 
I  stopped  there  I  got  into  it  just  about  as  bad,  because  one  rode  in  to 
get  a  shotgun,  and  his  mule  wouldn't  let  him  take  it,  and  so  he  brought 
it  hack,  and  old  Dr.  Jones  says  to  me,  "Joseph,  what  does  this  mean  ?" 
1  said,  "I  don't  know,  doctor,  it  looks  like  the  country  is  coming  to  a 
pretty  pass."  It  was  Bill  Higdon  that  rode  with  me  there,  and  old  man 
Jcmes  says, "  William,  does  your  father  know  of  this  ?"  Bill  says, "  Yes." 
Mr.  Jones  says, "  What  does  he  say  ?"  Bill  says, "  He  told  me  to  go  ahead, 
and  carry  beat  3."  That  is  the  answer  old  Dr.  Jones  got  from  him.  I 
spoke  to  Dr.  Jones,  and  says,  "  Doctor,  I  Mjouldn't  have  thought  that  of 
you  now."  He  haa  a  Navy  six,  about  that  long  [indicating],  and  was 
taking  it  out  to  have  it  fixed;  he  was  trying  to  revolve  it  1  said,  "I 
wonldiit  have  thought  that  of  you."  He  said,  "By  God,  we  are  going 
to  carry  the  election."  I  said,  "Do  you  mean  to  say  you  are  in  favor  of 
scaring  helpless  women  and  children  ?"  He  said,  "  !No,  but  damned  if  we 
are  not  going  to  have  this  electiqa." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


98  ALLEGED    ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN   MISSISSIPPI. 

Q.  Was  he  a  leadiDg  Democrat T — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  Democrat. 
He  rode  on  out  of  town  with  them,  and  I  stopped  there,  and  when  I 
caught  up  with  them  again  they  were  nearly  in  Hazlehnrst.  The  head 
of  the  column  was  within  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  I  attempted  to 
ride  on  around  to  ride  by^  but  they  halted  me,  and  a  fellow  fired  his 
pistol  as  soon  as  I  caught  him,  and  nobody  else  didn't  fire,  and  be  rode 
up  and  down,  and  said,  "Why  in  hell  didn't  you  shootf 

Q.  Who  was  that? — A.  That  was  little  Ed.  Brown.  Just  as  I  got 
about  middle  ways  they  commenced  shooting ;  every  man  pulled  out 
his  pistol  and  commenced,  and  they  fired,  I  reckon,  everything  they 
had,  and  then  they  halted  again,  and  I  had  to  halt  and  stood  there,  and 
Hargraves  came  out  and  met  them ;  some  of  them  said  it  was  Har- 
graves,  but  I  couldn't  see  him. 

Q.  The  sheriff  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  And  they  brought  the  dram  and  flag 
and  went  on  beating  the  drum  into  town ;  just' as  we  got  into  town  one 
of  the  men  rode  down  the  line,  and  says,  "  By  God,  I  went  into  this 
thing  to  go  through  with  it,  and  if  I  can  get  ten  men  to  go  with  me  we 
will  wind  matters  up";  and  one  of  the  mob  said,  <^  You  can  get  just  as 
many  backers  as  you  want." 

Q.  Who  said  that  T — A.  Frank  Davis ;  and  Joe  Purser  was  the  mao 
that  gave  that  answer. 

Q.  Was  Has.  Wheeler  in  that  crowd  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  major  of 
the  crowd — ^boss ;  and  I  don't  know  what  Frank  Davis  was — ^lieutenant 
or  something. 

Q.  Did  Wheeler  make  any  report  t — ^A.  No,  he  didn't  make  any  report 
then.  I  went  on  and  was  trying  to  get  past  them,  when  the  mob  hol- 
lered and  waved  their  hats,  and  I  was  riding  a  mule  and  he  didn't  want 
to  go  on,  and  the  first  track  I  came  to  I  went  out  and  told  Mr.  Matthews 
what  was  said. 

Q.  That  was  on  Monday  f — A.  That  was  Monday  before  the  election. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  that  T — A.  I  suppose  about  10  or  11  o'clock. 

Q.  Coming  in  from  the  country  after  having  been  out  through  the 
night  f — A .  Yes,  sir.  While  1  was  sitting  on  Mr.  Matthews's  gallery  they 
passed  in  front  over  on  that  side  of  the  railroad,  hollering,  ^'  Somebody 
had  better  get  away  from  there";  but  only  about  half  the  mob  rode 
arouud  that  time,  and  some  would  make  remarks,  '^  Look  how  be  is 
twisting  his  mustache,"  and  to  let  them  get  away  from  there,  and  all 
such  as  that.  Then  they  went  up  in  town  there  a  little  farther  and  all 
met  and  sort  of  fell  out  about  something ;  I  don't  know  what  was  the 
matter,  but  I  heard  it  reported  that  they  were  going  up  to  old  man 
Matthews',  and  I  went  to  Marion  Higdon 

Q.  He  was  one  of  thetn  T — A.  He  was  one  of  the  mob,  and  I  says, 
^<  Marion,  1  think  this  is  a  pretty  pass ;  he  is  an  old  man  and  not  doing 
anything;  don't  you  know  if  you  kill  him  or  kill  Matthews,  some  of  you 
is  going  to  get  killed  T  There  is  no  use  in  killing  anybody,  and  for  Uod 
Almighty's  sake  stop."  He  said,  "  Joe,  I  pledge  you  my  word  we  are 
going  to  leave  town."  Then  I  asked  Hargraves  what  was  the  matter. 
He  said,  "  That  is  all  right ;  they  are  going  to  leave  town  now ;  I  am 
doing  all  I  can";  but  still  he  wasn't  doing  a  thing,  for  I  heard  him  in- 
quiring about  what  was  said  when  they  passed  Matthews.  I  went 
along,  and  just  as  I  got  back  to  the  bridge  the  crowd  came  around  in 
front  of  his  house  and  was  hollering,  and  passed  his  house,  and  sent  a 
man  back  with  resolutions ;  and  1  went  right  back  up  Uie  street  and 
got  there,  and  Hargraves  asked  what  Matthews  had  to  say.  and  the  feller 
that  carried  that  told  what  was  said.  I  couldn't  tell  all  ne  said,  but  I 
heard  him  say,  ^'  I  told  him  if  he  nev^r  died  until  I  killed  him  he  would 
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live  a  damD  long  time."    That  is  what  John  McLemore  told  Matthews 
when  he  carried  him  the  resolutions.    And  Marion  Higdon  said,  '<  l^ow, 
don^  go  on  and  go  out  of  town ;  we  are  all  going."    I  didn't  propose  to 
walk  out  and  stick  my  head  in  a  halter;  I  told  him  I  would  be  out 
directly,  but  I  went  back  and  staid  till  11  o'clock.    That  night  Barks- 
dale  made  a  speech,  and  I  went  up  and  heard  him. 
Q.  Where  did  he  make  a  speech  t — A.  In  the  court-house. 
Q.  That  is  Barksdale,  present  member  of  Congress  from  that  dis- 
trictt— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Was  this  mob  present? — A.  Part  of  it  turned  and  came  back. 
Q.  And  went  up  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(^  Did  Barksdale  advise  them  to  disperse  and  give  up  that  sort  of 
bosioessT — A.  He  rather  advised  them  to  go  ahead  with  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  him  say? — A.  He  went  on  to  say  a  good  deal 
about  the  Republicans,  but  the  main  thing  he  said^  he  said  he  was  glad 
to  see  the  fixed  determination  in  the  faces  of  these  armed  men  that 
rode  around  town ;  he  saw  from  their  countenances  that  they  meant  to 
carry  the  election,  and  he  said,  ^^  Gentlemen,  we  shall  carry  the  election 
regiudless  of  the  issue." 

Q.  You  he^xl  him  say  thatf — A.  I  heard  him  say  those  words,  and 
call  upon  them  to  come  up  and  have  a  love  feast,  and  called  upon 
Brother  Millsap. 

Q.  He  is  a  Republican f — A.  I  don't  know  what  he  is;  he  is  a  min- 
iate. And  they  called  on  Bailey  for  a  speech.  Bailey  got  up  and 
Bade  his  excuse  that  they  had  been  in  the  saddle. 

Q.  Did  Bailey  say  how  long  be  had  been  in  the  saddlef — ^A.  I  am  not 
certain, but  it  was  either  a  week  or  three  or  four  days;  I  am  not  certain 
DOW  whether  be  said  whether  he  had  been  in  the  saddle  a  week  or  three 
or  four  days:  I  won't  say  positively ;  and  they  then  called  upon  Wheeler. 
Q.  Ras.  Wheeler f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  got  up  and  says,  ^^I  have 
been  in  the  saddle." 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  being  tired  and  worn  out? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  he  said  he  was  tired  and  worn  out  and  had  been  in  the  saddle;  that 
WW  their  excuse ;  and,  of  course,  every  one  knew  what  they  meant ;  and 
8ome  of  them  said  that  every  man  must  vote  all  the  niggers  they  could ; 
and  Bailey  got  up  and  says,  "  They  won't  have  none  to  vote,  for  they 
are  all  in  the  woods  in  beat  3;"  that  was  Bailey's  word;  and  then  he 
said  be  wanted  to  make  a  move  to  appoint  a  committee  to  bury  the  in- 
dependent dead  the  next  day.    Barksdale  advised  them  in  his  speech 
to  hang  Frank  M.  Buffkin  so  high  that  the  birds  of  prey  couldn't  bury 
their  beaks  in  bis  body. 
Q.  You  heard  that? — A.  I  beard  him  say  it. 
Q.  Was  Meade  there f — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  in  the  chair. 
Q.  Did  he  make  any  call  for  menf  —A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was 

Meade  or  some  of  them 

Q.  When  I  say  Meade,  I  mean  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  com- 
mittee.— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  who  you  are  talking  about.  He  wanted 
them  to  appoint  twenty  men  to  hold  themselves  ready  with  arms — to 
be  armed  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee;  that  was  Meade. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  election  day  t — A.  I  went  to  Centennial  and 
voted,  and  then  went  to  Spencer's  Mill.  When  I  got  to  Centennial,  I 
got  off  of  my  horse  and  walked  around  and  spoke  to  several.  I  first 
went  and  took  a  lot  of  negroes  who  had  been  lying  out  in  the  woods. 
I  took  them  down  there,  and  when  I  got  off  my  horse  Marion  McCree 
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walked  ap  to  me  and  offered  me  bis  haod,  and  I  shook  hands  with  him. 
He  says,  *<I  can  tell  when  I  feel  a  man's  hand  whether  he  can  vote  or 
not.''  I  told  him  I  didn't  suppose  it  felt  like  he  could  vote  me.  I  walked 
around  the  house  one  way  and  he  another.  There  was  Mick  Mitchells- 
there  was  one  I  know — spoke  something  to  him,  I  couldn't  underntand 
what  it  was,  and  they  remarked,  "  Yes,  we  have  got  them  close,  by  God; 
if  you  need  them  call  for  them  and  we  will  bring  them."  I  voted  and 
got  on  my  horse  and  went  to  Spencer's  Mill.  Just  before  I  got  there  1 
met  a  fellow  who  told  me  that  they  had  shotguns  up  tiiere;  that  was 
a  nigger ;  and  I  saw  a  fellow  galloping  ahead  of  me  with  a  shotgun,  and 
another  one  behind  me  with  a  sixteen-shooting  rifle,  and  I  turned  and 
galloped,  too,  and  when  1  got  there  there  wasn't  an  Independent  there 
but  one;  that  was  Darius  Barlow ;  and  the  Democrats  was  strung  along 
the  fence;  some  of  them  squatted  with  guns  between  their  legs,  and 
some  with  guns  on  their  shoulders,  and  some  standing  on  the  r^Ml. 

Q.  Did  they  all  have  guns  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  only  one  Independent  present! — A.  Only  one  Independent 
there,  and  I  think  there  was  two  or  three  niggers,  but  they  were  off  at 
a  distance;  there  was  only  two  voted  there. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  that! — A.  I  think  that  was  about  twelve 
o'clock,  maybe;  but  they  didn't  eat  dinner;  they  didn't  adjourn  for  dinner. 

Q.  Whereelsedidyougo  on  election!— A.  I  didn't  go  anywhere — yes,  I 
rode  up  to  Marion  Higdon's;  he  was  one  of  the  inspectors.  He  came 
out  and  said, "  I  want  to  see  you."  I  said, "  What  is  the  matter!"  Ma- 
rion said,  ^< There  has  been  a  fuss,  and  if  you  will  keep  these  men" — that 
is,  the  Independents  that  had  gone  off  under  arms,  as  I  thought — '^if 
you  will  keep  them  away  from  here,  I  will  pledge  you  my  word  yon  shall . 
not  be  injured.  The  Independents  are  away  ahead  and  there  is  no  need 
of  any  fuss  at  all."  I  said,  "I  don't  want  any  fuss;  I  don't  know  any- 
thing about  it;  I  just  got  here."  He  says,  "  I  know  it,  but  you  send 
word  to  these  men  not  to  come  back  and  there  will  be  no  trouble,  hut 
they  will  get  hurt  if  they  come  back."  I  said,  "  I  have  got  nothing  to 
do  with  them;  I  came  here  to  distxibute  Independent  tickets,  and  ths^ 
I  am  going  to  do."  He  says,  "You  shall  do  it,  and  you  shall  not  be  in- 
jured." I  staid  around  there  a  few  minutes,  but  he  didn't  tell  me  that 
he  had  sent  a  man  to  town  to  send  down  these  men.  I  staid  there  a 
while  and  begun  to  inquire  into  the  fuss — what  had  been  the  matter. 
Just  there  I  called  a  nigger  to  me  and  was  going  to  give  him  a  ticket, 
and  he  says,  "Hold  on,  I  will  see  you  in  a  minute."  I  says,  "You 
needn't  be  afraid,  they  are  not  going  to  bother  you;  they  have  pledged 
me  their  word  that  they  won't  bother  any  of  you."  He  was  stand^g 
back,  though,  looking  at  them,  and  didn't  believe  it.  I  looked  back  and 
looked  up  the  road  and  saw  Harmau  Buffkin  coming  down  the  road, 
and  then  came  this  crowd  from  Hazlehurst  behind  him,  and  they  gal- 
loped up,  and  when  I  seen  them  coming  I  struck  a  bee-line  for  Marion 
Higdon.  I  knew  there  was  no  chance  to  get  away,  for  they  were  be- 
tween me  and  my  horse,  and  so  I  stepped  up  by  the  side  of  Marion  Hig- 
don. He  looked  at  me  and  I  stuck  to  him,  but  we  never  spoke  a  word 
to  each  other.  He  says,  "Gentlemen,  everything  is  quiet,  you  can't 
do  nothing  but  feed  your  hordes."  One  of  them  remarked,  "By  God, 
we  are  not  going  back  without  having  something;  we  have  got  to  have 
something  before  we  go  back."  One  of  them  says,  "Did  you  hear  that 
Print  Matthews  is  killed!"  And  one  of  them  says  "Yes."  David  Hill 
and  another  one  says,  "By  God,  all  we  will  have  to  do  at  elections  now 
is  just  to  meet  and  appoint  our  men  and  let  them  take  their  seats." 
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By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  Who  said  thatT — ^A.  Young  Jeff.  Thompson,  and  all  of  them 
slapped  their  hands  and  hollered. 

By  Mr.  Peye: 

Q.  At  the  announcement  of  Matthews's  death  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  got  on 
my  horse  and  started  across  to  tell  Darins  Barlow.  Some  of  them  says, 
"We  don't  allow  none  of  Matthews's  friends  to  go  in  town ;  we  have  got 
that  thing  goarded,  and  none  of  them  can  go  there."  And  yoang  Jeff. 
Thompson  says,  "  If  any  of  them  start  firom  here,  by  Qod  we  will  get 
them  before  they  get  far:  we  will  attend  to  that  part  of  it  down  here." 

Q.  Did  you  go  U>  town? — A.  I  didn't  go  to  town. 

Q.  What  had  been  the  effect  upon  the  colored  people  of  that  whole 
section  of  country,  of  all  this  firing  and  riding  around  the  country  by 
these  squads  T — A.  They  ran  from  their  houses  and  didn't  pretend  to 
stay  in  them  at  all  night  or  day;  they  went  out  in  the  woods  and  didn't 
have  time  to  attend  to  their  crops. 

Q.  Did  it  have  any  effect  on  the  white  people? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  did. 

Q.  Did  many  of  them  leave  their  houses  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of 
them  got  away  from  that  part  of  the  country. 

Q.  What  became  of  Ormond,  whom  they  were  after? — ^A.  He  was  in 
Bankin  County  the  last  I  heard,  and  hasn't  been  back  since.  Thepe 
was  a  nigger,  dead  now,  who  rode  down  with  the  mob;  his  name  was 
Kin  Harrison.  I  met  him,  and  he  asked  me  where  Ormond  was;  I  says, 
"  Be  is  at  home."  He  says, ''  He  is  not  going  back  to  Matthews's  store, 
is  he?"  I  said,  "No;  I  don't  think  he  is."  He  says,  <*Well,  he  had 
better  never  go  back  there,  and  you  had  better  keep  him  away  from 
there."  I  said,  "  WhyT"  He  said,  **I  know  what  I  am  talking  about, 
and  I  am  going  to  start  on  and  off  and  give  him  the  money."  He  had 
iLoowD  him  a  long  time,  and  may  be  had  belonged  to  some  of  Ormond's 
folks,  I  don't  know.  He  went  and  saw  Ormond,  and  Ormond  left.  He 
came  and  said  they  were  going  to  kill  him;  he  came  and  said  that  the 
mob  said  that  they  were  going  to  report  to  the  grand  jury,  and  prove 
by  four  or  Ave  witnesses  that  he  was  the  man  that  killed  Tom  Wallis, 
and  have  him  hung  for  it. 

Q.  Has  your  father  lived  in  that  country  for  a  long  while? — ^A,  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  Jongt — A.  Long  before  the  war. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Mississippianf — ^A.  Ko,  sir^  he  was  bom  in  Alabama. 

Q.  Has  he  held  public  oflftce  over  there  m  Copiah?— A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What? — A.  Surveyor  and  assessor. 

Q.  For  some  timet — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  elected  surveyor,  I  believe, 
before  the  war,  and  directly  arter  the  war;  I  am  not  certain.  He  was 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Confederate  army. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Print  Matthews  well  t — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  het — ^A.  I  don't  know  as  I  ever  knew  a 
cleverer  or  better  man. 

Q.  Was  he  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  all  around f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
don't  think  he  had  any  enemies,  only  in  politics;  they  did  not  like  him 
because  he  was  a  Bepublican. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  of  considerable  property  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  large  owner  of  real  estate? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  furnished  a  good 
many  of  this  mob. 

Q.  You  mean  furnished  them  with  their  goods? — A.  Furnished  them 
with  their  supplies  and  provisions  to  make  their  crops. 

Q.  Trusted  them  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  he  a  liberal  man  and  generous? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  not 
a  more  charitable  man  anywhere ;  yon  coaldn't  find  one. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  You  voted,  did  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  personally  molested  during  all  this  tame  f — ^A*  Well, 
yes,  sir;  I  wasn't  myself,  but  would  I  have  b^n 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  you  were  yourself! — ^A.  Well,  yes,  sir:  if  breaking 
open  a  man's  house  molests  him  any,  I  was  molested;  tnat  was  done 
since  the  election. 

By  Mr.  Feye: 
Q.  They  have  broken  open  your  house  since  the  election  t — A,  Yes, 
sir;  the  night  of  the  election  down  there  a  man  came  fix)m  the  election 
and  sent  a  man  and  told  him  not  to  let  me  go  back  again,  that  they  in- 
tended to  kill  me,  and  were  going  to  kill  Frank,  my  brother.  Frank 
BufTkin  and  myself  rode  out  theie,  and  we  could  see  where  the  men  and 
horses  had  b^n  in  and  around,  and  the  doors  were  broken  open. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  They  did  no  harm  or  injury  of  any  kindT — A.  They  didn't  bother 
anything. 

Q.  They  never  personally  molested  you  during  all  this  canvass, 
aMbough  you  met  them,  as  you  say,  repeatedly  f — ^A.  Well,  yes,  sir. 
But  don't  you  suppose  that  it  would  molest  a  man  to  have  them  shoot 
around  bis  house,  and  have  his  brothers  and  sisters 

Q.  You  told  all  that ;  I  am  asking  you  whether  they  personally  mo- 
lested you.  Did  they  arrest  you,  or  beat  you,  or  do  anything  of  the 
kind! — A.  No. 

Q.  On  the  contrary,  you  have  said  that  every  time  you  met  that 
crowd  you  met  friends  among  them! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  some  friends 
among  them,  and  some  that  pretended  to  be  friends. 

Q.  On  every  occasion  you  spoke  out  your  sentiments,  if  I  understand 
you  correctly? — A.  No;  I  did  not 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  sot — A.  I  reckon  not. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  a  Republican,  and  intended  to  vote,  and  would 
not  change  your  vote? — A.  You  never  heard  me  say  that  I  told  them 
they  would  not  change  my  vote. 

Q.  I  heard  you  say,  *'Do  I  look  like  a  man  that  could  be  changed!" 
You  said  that. — A.  Oh,  yes;  that  was  to  Marion  McCree. 

Q.  They  all  knew  you  as  a  ItepublicanT — A.  They  did. 

Q.  You  rode  with  them,  you  met  them,  and  stopped  at  their  houses 
and  talked  with  them,  and  yet  you  were  never  personally  outraged?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  time  Ormond  left  Copiah  CJounty  t— 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  and  Frank  Buffkin  go  to  his  house  the  night  before?— A. 
No;  we  did  not. 

Q.  Did  either  you  or  he  go  there  the  night  before  and  shoot  off  your 
guns  to  alarm  himt — A.  No,  f^r;  we  didn't  go  about  his  house. 

Q.  Did  Buffkin  do  so  to  your  knowledge? — A.  No;  he  did  not.  All 
the  shooting  me  and  Frank  Buf  kin  ever  done  we  stood  on  the  gallery 
the  night  of  the  election  and  did. 

Q.  Was  Ormond  there? — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  was  at  his  house,  I  suppose. 

Q.  How  far  is  Ormond's  house  from  feuff kin's  ?— A.  About  150  or  200 
yards. 
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Q.  Was  this  after  night f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  after  night.  The  election  was 
on  Taesday,  and  Ormond  left  on  Thursday  following. 

Q.  There  was  no  firing  on  Wednesday  from  Bnf kin's  gallery? — A. 
Ko,  sir;  tiie  last  time  I  seen  him  I  went  to  his  house  to  see  if  he  was 
going  to  attend  to  Matthews's  books  and  keys  and  money,  and  he 
said  no,  he  was  going  to  leave. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  knew  a  great  many  of  the  crowd  who  were  present 
listening  when  M%jor  Bark^ale  made  that  speech  f^ A.  I  suppose  I 
would  know  some  of  them. 

Q.  Name  some  of  them  who  were  present  and  heard  the  speech.— A. 
Charley  Hart,  and  Judge  Millsap,  Meaile,  Kev.  W.  O.  Millsap,  Bas. 
Wbeeler,  Joe  Bailey,  and  Ernest  Jones;  he  is  at  Oxford,  I  think. 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  remember!— A.  No,  sir;  I  suppose  I  could  name 
over  some  more.    It  was  just  a  crowd  of  that  Hazlehurst  mob. 

S.  G.  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbte: 

Question.  Were  you  in  Oopiah  County  at  the  last  election! — Answer. 
I  was. 

Q.  For  how  long  were  you  there! — A.  I  went  up  there  the  day  pre- 
vioos  to  the  election. 

Q.  On  Monday  ! — A.  Yes,  sir.  About  ten  days  before  the  election,  or 
probably  two  weeks ;  I  was  up  there  on  a  visit  to  J.  P.  Matthews. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  then  ! — ^A.  I  remained  with  him,  I  think, 
as  well  as  I  remember,  one  day  and  night. 

Q.  Are  you  a  relative  of  J.  P.  Matthews  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What ! — A.  First  cousin 

Q.  The  first  time  you  were  there^  what,  if  anything,  did  you  see  in 
regard  to  these  troubles  !^  A.  Nothing  at  all ;  all  that  I  knew  about  them 
then  was  from  hearsay ;  I  saw  nothing. 

Q.  The  second  time  ! — ^A.  The  second  time  that  I  was  there,  on  Mon- 
day before  the  election  on  Tuesday,  the  first  thing  1  saw  when  I  got 
into  Hazlehurst,  was  a  mob  of  somewhere  between  seventy-five  and 
one  hundred  men  parading  the  streets,  armed. 

Q.  On  horseback  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Armed  with  what ! — A.  With  shotguns  and  six-shooters.  L.  H. 
Matthews  and  myself  were  standing  in  the  door  of  J.  P.  Matthews's 
store ;  this  mob  rode  by  and  stopped  in  front  of  the  store  and  made 
some  remark  that  somebody  had  better  be  clearing  out  of  town — had 
better  get  away ;  that  the  time  was  coming  when  they  would  have  to 
leave.  All  that  evening  this  crowd  was  parading  the  streets,  and  up 
around  the  court-house  there  was  a  gentleman,  and  his  horse  either 
Ibrew  him  or  he  fell  off,  and  his  pistol  went  off,  and  that  got  up  con- 
siderable excitement;  it  was  said  that  one  of  the  Democrats  was  shot. 
They  came  down  for  the  physician,  and  then  found  out  that  he  was  not 
hnrt,  and  everything  passed  off  then,  I  believe,  very  quietly.  But 
dnring  this  time  Barksdale  was  speaking.  I  did  not  go  to  the  speak- 
ing; I  knew  there  was  a  political  prejudice  existing  in  the  county 
against  J.  P.  Matthews  and  myself.  I  was  no  politician ;  I  was  always 
a  liberal  man.  When  it  came  to  an  election,  if  there  was  a  man  on  the 
ticket  that  suited  me,  and  I  thought  he  was  capable  of  filling  the  office, 
I  would  support  him  :  if  not,  I  would  not.  I  was  never  any  advocator 
of  the  party  lash,  ana  that  is  the  principle  that  the  Democrats  go  upon 
in  that  county. 

Q.  You  ^re'a  Democrat ! — ^A.  No,  sir ;  excuse  me,  if  you  please,  I  was 
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not  On  Tuesday  I  got  in  a  buggy  and  went  up  there.  My  buainess 
was  to  go  to  Bockport  precinct,  out  on  Pearl  River,  about  eighteen  or 
twenty  miles  east  of  Hazlehurst.  I  was  up  there  two  years  previous 
to  that,  at  the  election,  and  they  slipped  up  on  me  and  packed  the  box. 
So  I  made  up  my  mind  to  conm  back  to  this  last  election  and  see  if  I 
could  not  do  better.  I  made  a  success  of  it  the  last  time.  About  the 
time  the  principal  part  of  the  voting  was  done  there,  news  came  that 
Matthews  was  killed.  I  found  them  there  with  their  shotguns  and  pistols 
and  they  said  they  were  going  to  carry  the  election  anyhow.  I  thought 
that  was  a  movement  to  get  me  away  from  Rockport,  so  they  could  stuff 
the  box  again.  So  I  got  in  my  buggy  and  drove  pretty  lively  until  I  got 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Hazlehurst,  where  I  met  people  going  from  Hazle- 
hurst. I  had  heard  that  Matthews  was  killed,  and  1  found  out  from  these 
people  I  met  that  it  was  a  fact.  So  I  then  came  on  to  Hazleborst 
and  got  to  within  about  six  miles,  when  I  met  a  nigger  on  a  horse,  and 
he  stopped  me  and  told  me  I  did  not  want  to  go  any  further.  I  ^ays, 
"Why  not!"  He  says,  *'Ras.  Wheeler  killed  Print  Matthews"  and  re- 
marked that  the  only  danger  was  from  Kirk  and  Clarence  Matthews ; 
that  was  me  and  my  brother.  "  He  says  there  is  no  danger  of  getting 
away  from  those  other  Matthews  boys;"  and  he  says,  "Clarence  is  out 
east  here,  and  we  will  kill  him  to  start  on,  and  we  will  only  have  one  to 
fight,  and  that  will  be  Kirk."  So  this  nigger  told  me  I  had  better  not 
go  to  the  neighborhood.  1  says,  "  If  that  is  the  case,  you  take  the  buggy 
and  drive  off  in  the  woods  and  stay  there  until  dark;  don't  go  into 
Hazlehurst  until  dark,  because  they  are  running  about,  and  that  horse 
and  buggy  will  give  me  dead  away."  Then  I  said,  "I  will  woods  it  from 
here  to  town,  and  come  in  the  back  way  and  go  to  Print's  house,"  which 
I  did  a  little  after  dark.  A  few  minutes  after  I  got  there  the  nigger 
came  up,  driving  the  buggy.  I  then  sent  the  horse  and  buggy  over  to 
the  stable.  When  they  saw  the  horse  and  buggy  they  said  that  they 
had  been  defeiUed,  and  the  report  afterwards  came  to  the  house,  iu  a 
little  while,  that  they  were  going  to  hang  the  nigger  that  informed  me. 
So  he  left  and  has  never  been  in  the  county  since. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  in  Hazlehurst  t — A.  I  saw  a  mob  of  men  going 
around  there  with  arms. 

Q.  On  Tuesday? — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  on  Tuesday  night 

Q.  What  did  they  do?— A.  I  don't  know  what  they  did,  from  the 
simple  fact  that  I  was  exactly  afraid  to  go  out  on  the  street  to  see;  and 
I  must  say  that  that  was  the  first  time  I  ever  felt  fear  in  my  life,  and  I 
saw  the  elephant  during  the  war,  but  it  never  did  strike  me  half  as  bad 
as  it  did  there. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  cannon? — A.  They  had. 

Q.  And  a  band  of  music? — A.  They  had,  and  they  played  it  for  aU 
it  was  worth. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army  ? — A.  Slightly,  yes,  sir;  I  had 
a  little  taste  of  it  at  Port  Hudson.  I  was  in  town  on  Monday  while  this 
mob  was  parading  the  streets,  and  I  heard  it  casually — I  could  not 
give  my  author,  and  would  not  pretend  to  give  it — that  I  must  go  and 
tell  Print  not  to  come  out  on  the«treets;  if  he  did  they  would  kill  him. 
A  portion  of  them  c^me  there  on  Monday — ^Mr.  John  Low  was  one  of 
them — and  asked  Mr.  Matthews  to  come  over  in  town  and  disperse  the 
mob.  Print's  remark  was,  ^' You  must  think  I  am  a  damned  fool";  he 
says,  ^'If  you  will  make  me  sheriff  of  the  county,  I  will  disperse  them ; 
but,"  he  says,  "you  won't  get  me  out  there  now;  if  Mr.  Hargraves,  the 
sheriff,  can't  disperse  them,  they  can  go;"  and  Matthews  told  Low  that 
it  was  only  their  intention  to  get  him  out  and  kill  him ;  but  Low  says^ 
**Oh,  no,  we  do  not  want  to  do  that."  ,  , 
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By  Mr.  Saulsbuey: 
Q.  What  Low  was  that? — ^A.  John  Low. 

By  Mr.  Fryb: 
Q.  Was  Low  a  deputy  sheriflff — A.  He  is  jailer. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Yoa  went  to  Copiah  County  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  took  you  up  into  Copiah  County! — A.  Oh,  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  my  Mends. 

Q.  Could  you  vote  in  Copiah f — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  felt  that  my  friends 
needed  my  assistance  at  Bockport,  and  I  went  there. 

Q.  Your  assistance  was  not  needed  at  hornet — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Copiah  County  to  take 
part  in  elections  from  the  time  elections  have  been  held  there  until 
lately?— A.  No,  sir;  I  have  always  voted  in  Copiah  until  recently. 

Q-  80  you  went  up  there  this  time  to  help  your  friends  t — A.  I  went 
back  to  finish  the  work  I  left  undone  from  the  year  previous;  they  sort 
of  mn  the  giraffe  over  me. 

Q.  Did  you  run  the  giraffe  on  them  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  was  deter- 
mined that  they  shouldn't  practice  any  more  fraud  on  me. 

Q.  If  you  had  not  been  there  they  could  not  have  practiced  fraud  on 
yoa,  could  they  T — A.  That  is  the  first  time  I  had  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  l)allot-box ;  two  years  previous  to  this  is  the  time  I  said  that 
they  ran  the  giraffe  over  me,  and  that  is  the  first  time  I  had  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  election,  only  to  go  and  give  my  vote. 

Q.  They  could  not  run  the  giraffe  on  you  again  if  you  had  not  been 
there,  could  they  T — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  just  went  up  there  to  see  that 
there  was  a  square  election ;  I  knew  they  would  not  give  it  unless  they 
▼ere  watched. 

Q.  By  people  from  Pike  County  f — A.  Or  anywheres ;  they  will  all 
bear  watching. 

Q.  You  think  that  the  people  of  that  part  of  Copiah  County  could 
not  conduct  a  fair  election  unless  you  were  there  T — A.  I  was  interested 
in  Copiah  myself,  not  that  I  own  land  there,  but  I  consider  that  my 
permanent  home. 

Q.  You  do  not  vote  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  registered  up  there  t — A.  Well,  I  was  at  one  time. 

Q.  But  not  now  t — A.  Not  now ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  You  could  not  have  voted  at  that  poll  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q  Did  you  not  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  stir  up  a  riot  t 
—A  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  think  your  efforts  might  have  that  effect  t — A.  I  went 
op  there  unarmed,  without  even  a  pocket  knife,  and  you  know  a  man 
don^t  want  to  raise  a  fuss  when  he  is  unarmed. 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  carrying  arms  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  left  yours  at  home  on  this  occasion  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  from  the 
simple  fact  that  I  had  none  to  carry. 

Q.  Did  you  not  own  any  when  you  went  to  Hazlehurstf — A.  No,  I 
did  not.  When  I  went  up  there  on  Sunday  I  borrowed  a  six-shooter^ 
and  I  would  not  go  to  Hazlehurst  hereafter  without  one,  either. 

Q.  Do  you  not  carry  one  at  home  t — A.  I  do  not ;  I  don't  own  a  weapon 
of  any  kind ;  if  I  carry  one  1  borrow  it. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  were  living  in  Copiah  at  the  previous  election^ 
when  you  say  they  got  the  girs^e  on  you  t — ^A.  That  was  two  years 
IM^vious. 
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Q.  Were  you  a  voter  in  Copiah  then  t— A.  I  was ;  I  was  there  prac- 
ticing dentistry.  Wessen  was  my  voting  precinct^  I  was  not  there  at 
that  box,  though  I  was  in  the  same  beat 

Q.  The  law  requires  you  to  vote  in  the  same  beat  where  you  reside, 
does  it  not  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  threw  away  your  vote  at  two  successive  elections  by 
going  to  another  precinct  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  just  what  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  any  personal  difficulties  in  Hazle- 
hurst f — Oh,  yes;  I  have  a  little  twist  occasionally. 

Q.  You  carry  arms  occasionally  f — A.  Oh,  yes,  I  do  sometimes. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  a  difficulty  with  Mr.  Thompson^  of  Brookhaven  T 
— A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  concerned  in  one  which  he  had! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
was. 

Q.  With  whom  was  that!— A.  With  J.  P.  Matthews  and  B.  H. 
Thomv>son. 

Q.  What  were  the  circumstances  f — A.  The  nature  of  that  case  was 
this:  Mr.  Thompson  had  made  assertions  that  was  false  in  regard  to  J. 
P.  Matthews.  Mr.  Thompson  came  up  to  Hazlehurst,  and  Mr.  Mat- 
thews called  upon  him  to  see  about  it,  and  he  would  not  acknowledge 
it  and  would  not  deny  it,  and  Matthews  struck  him  and  they  clinch^. 

Q.  On  that  occasion  did  you  not  go  out  and  get  Mr.  Thompson  and 
tell  him  that  somebody  wanted  to  see  him,  and  conduct  him  to  where 
Matthews  was? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Where  did  the  altercation  take  placet — A.  In  the  office  of  the 
Copiahan. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  brought  Mr.  Thompson  there! — A.  Yes,  sir; 
so  as  to  produce  a  copy  of  the  Copiahan.  The  article  was  published  in 
that  paper. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  then  struck  him,  did  he  f — A.  He  did,  when 
Mr.  Thompson  wouldn't  retract. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  on  that  occasion  f — A.  I  didn't  take  any  part  in 
the  fracas.    1  just  held  the  door. 

Q.  Did  you  interfere  m  a  fight  with  Anybody  elset — A.  I  did  not. 
There  was  two  parties  who  came  in  to  interfere — Colonel  Vance,  who 
was  editor  of  the  Copiahan,  and  a  cub  of  his  also.  Colonel  Vance  was 
going  to  interfere,  but  I  took  him  by  the  shoulder  and  says,  '^Colonel, 
you  are  too  old  a  man  to  mix  up  in  personal  affrays,  and  this  does  not 
concern  you;  they  are  both  little  men,  let  them  have  a  little  twist,  it 
will  do  them  both  good,  they  can't  hurt  each  other  much,  and  it  will 
probably  do  them  good."  Then  Johnson  run  up  to  interfere,  and  I 
shoved  him  back.  He  still  persisted  in  taking  hold,  and  then  I  whipped 
out  my  pocket-knife  and  says,  ^^The  first  Qod  damned  son  of  a  bitch 
that  puts  his  hand  on  him  I  will  cut  him  open.  This  don't  concern  yon; 
it  is  a  free  fight." 

Q.  You  undertook  to  keep  the  people  back  so  they  could  not  sepa- 
rate these  men  that  were  fighting f — ^A.  I  kept  Johnson  back;  his 
intention  was  to  hit  Matthews  and  to  help  Thompson.  I  merely  spoke 
to  Mr.  Vance,  and  he  considered  the  mutter  and  went  about  his  busi- 
ness. He  had  fine  judgment  enough  to  see  his  position,  for  he  had  acted 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

Q.  You  called  upon  them  to  keep  away  from  your  knife  while  Mat- 
thews should  beat  Thompson  f — A.  I  thought  Mr.  Thompson  was  about 
as  well  able  to  take  care  of  himself  as  Mr.  Matthews,  and  that  Mr.  Mat- 
thews was  about  as  well  able  to  take  caro  of  himseli  as  Thompson,  and 
1  just  didn't  object  to  seeing  a  little  twist  occasionally;  it  was  right 
interesting  some  times. 
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Q.  Did  Thompson  make  any  fight  at  all  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Matthews  was  at  liberty  to  pummel  Thompson  aa  be  pleased 
while  yoa  kept  the  crowd  off  T — ^A.  Matthews  struck  him  twice,  but  was 
too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  hit  him  any  more  when  he  wouldn't  resent, 
and  said,  "Go  thy  way  rcgoicing,  and  sin  no  more." 

By  Mr.  Fbyb:  . 

Q.  Used  no  weapons! — A.  None,  sir. 
Mr.  Jonas.  You  used  one. 

By  Mr.  Gambbon  : 
Q.  When  did  that  affray  occur  f — A.  I  think  it  was  two  years  previous 
to  this  last  election.    I  wont  be  i>08itive.    There  is  the  weapon  I  used 
(exhibiting  a  pocket-knife]. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  other  political  controversies  of  a  heated 
character  T— A.  Yes,  sir;  with  H.  Gonn. 

Q.  Did  you  attack  him  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  strike  him  T — A   I  did  not. 

Q.  You  had  a  weapon  T — ^A.  I  had  not. 

Q.  Where  was  that  T— A.  In  front  of  Mr.  Klotz's  store. 

Q.  Was  that  a  political  discussion  T — A.  He  charged  me  with  some- 
thing that  I  knew  nothing  about.  It  was  two  years  previous  to  the 
last  election.  Mr.  Gonn  lactde  the  assertion  that  J.  P.  Matthews  took 
possession  of  the  registration  books  at  the  court-house,  with  his  body- 
gDMd.  Somebody  wanted  to  know  who  his  body-guard  was.  I  didn't 
care  for  his  body-guard  5  my  sympathy  in  that  case  was  with  Print 
Matthews  5  I  would  have  supported  him  under  any  circumstances ;  I 
demanded  an  explanation  of  Gonn,  and  he  didn't  talk  to  suit  me ;  and 
80 1  used  some  very  unpleasant  language  to  the  gentleman,  and  told  him 
if  he  didn't  like  it,  just  to  jerk  his  dry-goods  and  I  would  entertain  him 
a  while  out  on  the  street. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  Yoa  say  as  you  came  in  on  the  day  of  election,  you  were  met  by  a 
neCTof— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  informant  was  a  negro  man  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  a  good  man. 

Q.  You  knew  nothing  personally  of  any  persons  having  any  special 
ill  feeling  against  you  f — A.  They  all  hated  me  because  I  was  a  friend 
to  Print  Matthews. 

Q.  You  had  no  knowledge,  except  from  the  hearsay  of  this  negro, 
that  there  was  any  designs  to  injure  you,  had  you  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Print  Matthews  was  not  x>opular  in  town  f — A.  He  was  the  most 
popular  man  in  the  county. 

Q.  You  said  everybody  hated  you  because  you  were  a  friend  of  his  T — 
A.  WhyT    Because  he  was  the  bright  light  of  the  republican  party. 

Q.  They  all  hated  you,  and  yet  they  all  respected  himi — A.  They 
hated  him  politically,  but  they  all  admired  him  as  a  good  man  and  a 
religious  man,  and  you  might  say  a  righteous  man. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 
Q.  He  would  fight  if  anybody  insulted  him? — A.  He  just  came  from 
that  stock ;  he  couldn't  help  that ;  that  was  a  legacy  that  was  handed 
down  to  him  from  his  forefathers.    It  is  a  mighty  poor  dog  that  won't 
bite  when  his  tail  is  mashed. 
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Oeobge  B.  ELai^iilton  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Qnestion.  Where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  In  the  town  of  Hazlehnrst 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  lived  in  Hazelhnrstf — A.  Twenty-five  years. 

Q.  Were  you  bom  in  Mississippi T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  bom  in  Law- 
rence County. 

Q.  Had  you  any  position  at  this  last  election  t — ^A.  I  was  clerk  of 
the  election. 

Q.  What  was  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  election  t— A.  To  keep  a 
record  of  the  votes. 
•  Q.  What  did  you  have  to  vote  in— boxes  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  usnal. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  the  boxes  T — ^A.  The  inspectors. 

Q.  Suppose  I  wanted  to  vote,  what  would  take  place  f — ^A.  You  would 
hand  your  vote  to  the  inspector. 

Q.  Then  would  my  name  be  called  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  would  take  the  votet — A.  The  inspector  would  take  the 
vote,  put  it  in  the  box,  and  the  two  clerks  would  set  down  the  voter's 
name. 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  clerk  at  Hazlehnrst  at  that  timef — ^A.  Captain 
Birch,  I  don't  know  what  his  initials  are. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  to  the  voting  place  in  the  morning  f — A. 
About  eight  or  half-past  eight. 

Q.  How  long  after  that  did  J.  P.  Matthe^  come  in  t — A.  No  great 
while.  We  were  in  the  house ;  it  was  a  house  under  repairs,  and  lum- 
ber and  shavings  were  all  over  it,  and  we  had  to  clean  it  up  and  arrange 
it  so  as  to  have  a  place  for  a  table  to  write  on. 

Q.  Who  were  there  at  that  time  f — A.  Half  a  dozen,  perhaps ;  all  the 
clerks,  managers,  and  inspectors,  and  may  be  one  or  two  more ;  I  don't 
recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Ras.  Wheeler? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Was  he  there  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  have  a  gun? — A.  I  didn't  see  any  gun  in  his  hand. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Matthews  do  when  he  came  in  t — A.  He  stood  around 
and  talked. 

Q.  With  whom  did  he  talk?— A.  With  them  all;  with  Mr.  Wheeler. 

Q.  Ras.  Wheelert — A.  Yes,  sir;  Wheeler  was  the  last  man  that  I  saw 
him  talking  with. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  what  was  saidt — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  after  he  got  through  talking  with  Ras.  Wheeler? — 
A.  About  that  time  we  were  ready  for  business ;  the  polls  were  opened 
and  orders  were  given  for  every  one  to  get  out  of  the  house  except  those 
who  had  business,  and  the  doors  were  closed.  Mr.  Matthews  was  in 
there,  and  he  says  "As  I  am  in  here,  I  will  vote  before  I  go  out.'' 

Q.  Did  he  go  up  to  vote  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  his  vote! — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  tendered  his  vote,  and  it 
was  received. 

Q.  Then  what  happened! — A.  He  was  shot  down. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  T — A.  I  saw  him  fall. 

Q.  As  he  fell,  what  was  he  in  the  act  of  dping? — A.  He  had  just  voted 
and  stepped  back  from  the  table,  and  was  standing  right  still. 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  weapons? — A.  If  he  had.  I  didn't  see  them  until 
further  along. 

Q.  Were  you  looking  right  at  him  when  he  was  shot? — A.  I  was  like 
I  am  with  reference  to  you  now. 

Q.  How  far  was  he  from  you? — A.  About  as  far  as  from  me  to  yon 
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[six  or  eight  feet  J,  and  facing  him,  jast  like  yon  are  facing  me  now.  I 
was  fixing  my  papers,  standing  up  at  the  time,  hadn't  taken  any  seat, 
and  when  Mr.  Matthews  handed  his  vote  in  and  he  stepped  back,  I  was 
looking  him  in  the  face  and  was  just  going  to  sit  down  myself  when 
he  was  shot  down. 

Q.  What  did  yon  see  after  thatf — ^A.  I  went  around  and  looked  at 
him;  he  was  lying  there. 

Q.  Was  there  smoke  in  the  room  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  the  smoke  arose  whom  did  you  sect — A.  All  the  clerks  and 
iDspectors,  and  Mr.  Wheeler. 

Q.  Did  Wheeler  have  a  gun  then  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  a  gun. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  with  it  T — A.  I  saw  him  unbreech  it  and  take 
out  the  cartridges  and  reload  it,  and  then  he  went  out. 

Q.  How  fs*r  was  he  standing  from  Mr.  Matthews  T — ^A.  Eighteen  feet 
1  measured  it  myself  with  a  square.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  standing  there 
behind  me,  and  Mr.  Matthews  about  like  you  are  from  me. 

Q.  Where  did  the  shot  enter  Matthews's  person? — A.  Somewhere 
ab<mt  here  [pointing  to  the  breastj. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  shot  taken  out  afterwards! — A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't 
see  him  stripped.  After  I  helped  get  him  out  of  doors  and  started 
towards  home  I  didn't  see  him  any  more  until  he  was  laid  out.  I  went 
down  to  his  house  and  saw  him  after  he  was  laid  out. 

Q.  Were  you  the  Democratic  sheriflft — A.  I  was  at  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  J.  Print.  Matthews  was  agi'eed  upon 
by  the  Independents  as  challenger  at  that  polling  place  f — A.  He  was 
appointed  challenger  while  he  was  in  the  house ;  him  and  Wheeler  was 
tbe  two  challengers.  I  think  they  made  him  a  challenger  after  the 
order  was  given  to  get  out  of  the  house  everybody  that  didn't  have  any 
business,  and  to  receive  one  vote  at  a  time,  and  have  the  voters  pass 
on  through;  but  as  he  happened  to  be  in  he  remarked,  ''As  I  am  in 
here,  I  will  vote."  ^ 

Q.  As  I  understand  you,  you  were  acting  as  clerk,  standing  on  that 
side  of  this  tabic,  for  instance  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Matthews  was  standing  on  this  sidet — A.  Yes,  sir;  just 
as yoa  are  to  me:  just  the  same  position. 

Q.  And  Eas.  Wheeler  was  behind  yonf — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  Mr.  Mat- 
thews was  standing  a  little  quartering.  The  table  ran  across  that  way, 
and  I  was  on  the  other  side,  and  he  was  standing  a  little  quartering  to 
Mr.  Wheeler,  about  like  I  am  to  you. 

Q.  Was  there  any  bitter  or  angry  talk  between  Wheeler  and  Print 
Matthews  T — A.  If  there  was  I  didn't  hear  it. 

Q.  No  loud  talk?— A.  No^  sir. 

Q.  An  ordinary  conversation,  in  an  ordinary  tone  t — A.  No,  sir ;  they 
had  a  littde  private  talk,  sort  of,  in  that  end  of  the  house  while  we  were 
fixing  the  counter^  and  waiting  for  time  to  oi>en  the  polls ;  I  was  right 
dose  to  them  at  one  time,  but  I  didn't  listen  to  them. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  about  the  conversation  which  attracted  your 
attention! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Print  Matthews  in  good  spirits  that  morning  f — A. 
Ab  far  as  1  know ;  I  saw  nothing  out  of  the  way  but  what  he  was  in 
good  spirits. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  else  in  the  room  with  a  gun,  except  Wheeler, 
that  you  saw  T — A.  After  he  was  shot  down  there  came  in  a  man  with 
•  gun. 
Q.  Bat  I  mean  before  he  was  shot! — A.  No,  sir;  no  other  man. 
Q.  Leon  Matthews  or  somebody  testified,  I  do  not  know  whether  in 
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your  presence  or  not.  that  when  Print  Matthews  was  taken  up  firom 
the  floor,  after  he  was  killed,  there  was  a  pistol  under  him. — A.  I  reckon 
about  the  time  that  he  was  dead  they  bursted  the  fh)nt  door  open  and 
came  to  where  he  was  lying,  and  on  the  opposite  side  from  me  I  saw  a 
man  stoop  down  and  pick  up  a  pistol  right  by  his  side,  but  I  couldn't 
see  that  it  was  a  pistol  until  he  reached  down  and  picked  it  up,  because 
it  was  on  the  opposite  side  frt)m  me;  I  saw  him  pick  it  up  firom  right 
up  close  to  him — ^touching  him ;  I  saw  that  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  the  man  was  who  picked  that  up! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  itt — A.  They  called  him  Maginnis;  I  don't  know  his 
name ;  everybody  about  town  knows  him ;  he  is  a  machinist  or  workman. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  At  that  time  how  many  persons  were  in  that  roomf — ^A.  Two 
clerks,  two  inspectors,  I  believe,  and  two  challengers ;  the  challengers 
were  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Wheeler. 

Q.  Then  all  persons  present  were  the  election  ofBoers  and  the  chal- 
lengers t — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  No  person  else  there!— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  brother  of  Mr.  Wheeler  was  present? — A.  No  person  else. 

Q.  No  person  present  aiding  or  abetting  and  encouraging  Mr.  Whee- 
ler to  do  this  thing  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  not  a  brother  living  in  town  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  not  a  son-in-law  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  not  present! — A.  No,  sir;  not  in  the  house;  if  they 
were  out  around  about  the  house  I  did  not  know  it ;  I  didn't  see  any 
only  what  was  in  the  house ;  I  was  in  the  house. 

Q.  You  saw  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Wheeler  in  conversation,  but  do 
not  know  what  it  was! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  don't  know  what  it  was,  but  I 
saw  them  in  conversation  myself. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  unpleasant  feeling  in 
that  conversation  between  them! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  saw  nothing  to  that 
effect. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  any  of  it!— A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  hear  a  word 
spoken. 

Q.  After  he  was  dead  you  saw  a  man  pick  up  a  pistol  at  his  side! — 
A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  You  have  been  acting  for  some  time  as  inspector  of  elections  at 
that  place,  have  you  not! — A.  Oecasionally  I  do,  and  sometimes  I  do 
not;  I  believe  I  was  clerk  at  that,  the  last  election.    . 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  clerk  ! — A.  Oaptain  Birch,  they  call  him. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  appointed  by  the  Democrats  as  their  clerk! — A.  I  reckon 
so;  I  don't  know  who  he  was  appointed  by. 

Q.  Who  selected  you  as  clerk  ! — A.  I  believe  Mr.  Wheeler  did ;  it 
was  Richard  Coxwell  or  Wheeler;  Coiwell  was  inspector,  I  believe;  he 
was  the  man  who  received  the  votes  and  put  them  in  the  box. 

Q.  Have  you  not  usually  been  appointed  at  elections  as  one  of  the 
officers  to  represent  the  Republican  party  ! — ^A.  Sometimes,  I  believe. 
I  have. 

Q.  What  ticket  do  you  vote! — A.  I  generally  vote  for  the  man  that 
suits  me. 

Q.  Are  you  not  regarded  in  that  community  as  a  Republican! — A.  I 
don't  know,  sir,  whether  they  regard  me  as  a  Republican  in  that  com- 
munity or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  profess  to  be  a  Democrat  at  all !— A.  I  vote  for  some  Re- 
publicans, and  some  Democrats,  or  Independents,  just  ^f)P^^f^* 
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Q.  Did  yoa  ever  profess  to  be  a  Democrat  in  your  life  t — ^A.  Yee,  sir, 
I  did. 
Q.  Since  the  war,  I  mean f— -A.  Yes^  sir,  I  have;  since  the  war^  too. 

By  the  Ohaibman  : 

Q.  Did  yoa  ever  hear  Erastns  Wheeler  say  anything  about  this  mat- 
ter since  it  happened t — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  more  than  speaking  of, 
sometimes,  I  don't  recollect  what — speaking  of  a  little  about — mention 
something  about  a  little  thing  that  had  reference  to  it,  or  something  to 
that  amount. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  about  it  at  that  time  before  yoa 
left  the  roomf — A.  He  bustled  about  and  said  something;  I  don't  rec- 
ollect what  he  said. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  he  had  it  to  do,  or  anything  of  the  kind  t^A.  I 
don't  recollect  hearing  him  say  that ;  if  he  said  it  I  don't  recollect  it. 

Q.  You  say  he  bustled  about  there ;  what  do  you  mean  by  thatT — ^A. 
After  the  gun  fired,  I  saw  him  with  his  gun  in  his  hand,  and  saw  him 
onbreech  it  and  take  out  the  cartridges  and  put  two  more  back,  re- 
loaded her,  and  he  went  out  the  front  door  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  go  outt — ^A.  Not  immediately;  I  staid  in  some  time. 

Q.  Was  he  seized  by  the  persons  who  came  in  T — ^A.  No,  sir;  by  that 
time  the  door  was  opened,  and  there  came  in  a  whole  crowd,  and  Mr. 
Matthews's  brothers  and  wife  and  daughters  and  friends  and  relatives, 
and  1  heard  somebody  say,  ^^  Go  imme^ately  up  to  the  sheriff  and  give 
yourself  up."    He  said,  "Well,  I  will." 

Q.  Was  that  said  to  Wheeler f — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  said,  "Let  me  get 
oat  of  here,  and  I  will  go  to  the  sheriff." 

Q.  He  said  that  to  whom  T — A.  I  don't  recollect  who,  now ;  I  was 
ooder  such  excitement  at  that  time  that  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Who  was  the  man  who  came  in  with  the  gun  just  after  the  shoot- 
ing t— A  Mr.  Bube  Morrison,  I  believe ;  I  think  he  came  in  at  the  back 
door  where  the  voters  went  out,  and  then  went  out  the  front  door  with 


By  Mr.  Oambbon  : 
Q.  Is  Morrison  a  Bepublicant — A.  A  Democrat,  I  believe;  he  is 
Wheeler's  son-in-law. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  He  also  had  a  gunf — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  in  with  a  gun  after  this 
happened ;  he  was  not  in  the  house  when  it  took  place. 

Q.  Were  t^ere  many  then  with  guns  about  town  on  election  day  f — 
A  That  is  all  I  saw. 

Q.  During  the  whole  day  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  that  I  recollect.  I  did 
not  notice  because  I  was  clerk,  and  staid  in  there  until  8  or  9  o'clock 
that  night  before  we  made  up  the  election  returns  and  sealed  them  up 
Biod  carried  them  to  the  court-house.  I  reckon  it  was  somewhere  along 
about  8  or  half  past  8  o'clock. 

By  Mr.  CAMERON : 

Q.  Who  acted  as  Republican  challenger  after  Matthews  was  mur- 
dered f— A.  I  don't  know  that  he  acted  as  Eepublican  challenger ;  I 
beUeve  that  William  Welch  came  in  as  one  of  the  inspectors  in  Bank- 
ston's  place. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Republican  challenger  f — A.  Matthews  waa. 

Q.  But  after  be  was  murdered,  who  then  acted  as  Republican  chal- 
lenger !— A.  No  one  as  I  know  of. 
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Q.  And  who  acted  as  challenger  in  Wheeler's  place  t — ^A.  There  was 
a  shifting  around  after  the  murder  taken  place,  but  I  don't  remember, 
hardly ;  Mr.  Birch  was  clerk,  and  I  believe  he  was  one  of  the  challen- 
gers afterwards,  and  Bankston  and  me  were  clerks.  No,  Birch  was  one 
of  the  inspectors.    No,  he  wasn't ;  he  was  a  clerk.   I  haj^ly  know  now. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 
Q.  Did  Wheeler  come  back  again  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Can  you  tell  how  that  vote  stood  at  that  polling  place  that  dayt 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 
Q.  As  between  the  two  parties t — A.  No,  sir;  I  can't  now. 

By  Mr.  Pbye  : 
Q.  Do  yon  not  know  how  many  Independent  votes  were  thrown T^ 
A.  No,  sir  J  I  don't  recollect. 
Q.  The  iJemocrats  carried  the  poll  I  suppose  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbubt  : 

Q.  You  say  that  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Wheeler  were  challengers  t^ 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

.  Q.  Who  appointed  Mr.  Wheeler  a  challenger  t — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Who  appointed  Mr.  Matthews  t — ^A.  I  think  the  house  did ;  we 
elected  one  challenger  when  we  all  came  together,  and  I  think  Mr. 
Wheeler  spoke  of  Mr.  Matthews  being  one,  and  he  agreed  to  it,  and  we 
all  agreed  to  it. 

Q.  You  say  there  wa^  nobody  in  but  the  election  officers  and  these 
two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Matthews  t — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Where  does  the  challenger  stay,  in  the  room  or  outside  t 

The  Witness.  During  the  election  f 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Yes. 

A.  They  stay  inside. 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Matthews  wanted  to  vote  before  he  went  out! — A* 
That  was  before  he  was  taken  as  challenger,  I  think. 

Q.  And  you  say  he  was  shot  down  as  soon  as  he  voted  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Why  did  he  want  to  get  out  of  the  house  if  he  was  challenger  t— 
A.  He  was  taken  as  challenger  before  he  voted,  I  recollect,  becaase 
the  orders  were  given  for  everybody  to  get  out  of  the  house  except 
those  who  had  business,  and  he  says  *^  Well,  as  I  am  in  here,  I  will  vote 
before  I  go  out" 

Q.  Why  did  he  want  to  go  out  if  he  was  challenger  t  That  is  what 
I  want. — A.  I  don't  recollect.  I  am  not  telling  that  exactly  straight 
becaase  I  don't  recollect ;  I  don't  think  I  am ;  he  was  tak^i  as  chal- 
lenger some  time,  and  I  think  it  was  before  he  voted. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  by  whom  he  was  selected  nor  by  whom  Hr. 
Wheeler  was  selected  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  appoint  themselves  f — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  tbej 
appointed  themselves  or  not.  I  went  up  there  to  the  polls  before  they 
got  ready,  and  Mr.  Wheeler  said  to  me,  '^  Will  you  act  as  clerk  to-day  t* 
I  said  "Yes,"  and  he  said^  "Come  in."  Mr.  Wheeler  seemed  to  be 
managing  around  and  getting  up  the  clerks,  and  starting  the  election 
ready  for  voting  when  the  polls  were  opened. 

By  Mr.  Oamebon  : 
Q.  Was  Matthews  the  first  man  who  voted  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  MatUiews 
was  the  first  man  that  voted. 
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Jambs  Mabion  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Frye: 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live? — Answer.  Copiah  County. 

Q.  What  part  of  it  I — A.  In  the  southwestern  part. 

Q.  How  far  from  Hazlehurstf — A.  Some  14  or  15  miles. 

Q.  What  is  your  business! — A.  Farmer. 

Q|  Have  you  tenants  f —  A.  Yes,  sir. 

y;  How  many  had  you  t — A.  I  did  have  seven  families  of  free  labor; 
besides  I  am  contractor  for  four  counties  for  convict  labor. 

Q.  You  are  a  brother  of  Print  Matthews  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  voting  place  ? — ^A.  Centennial,  beat  3. 

Q.  Were  you  there  on  election  day  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  trouble  at  that  poll  t — A.  No,  sir;  not  very  much 
in  the  morning :  I  left  there  about  11  o'clock. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  when  you  left  at  11  o'clock! — ^A.  To  Hazlehurst 

Q.  What  did  you  see  going  on  there! 

The  Witness.  You  mean  at  Centennial ! 

Mr.  Feye.  No,  at  Hazlehurst. 

A  About  11  o'clock  they  came  to  let  me  know  that  my  brother  was 
killed,  and  I  went  home  and  got  my  family  and  started  for  Hazlehurst. 
On  the  road  to  Hazlehurst  I  met  some  12  to  15  men ;  we  came  very 
near  meeting  where  the  Brownsville  road  comes  into  Natchez  and  Lib- 
erty road.  I  saw  twenty-five  to  thirty  men  pass  on  with  arms.  We 
still  went  on  toward  Hazlehurst,  and  they  kept  notifying  me  along  the 
road  that  they  had  heard  those  men  say  that  they  would  kill  me  if  I 
entered  the  town.  I  was  notified  four  miles  from  town  that  they  heard 
tiiose  men  say  if  they  met  me  they  would  kill  me  that  evening.  I  went 
on  into  Hazlehurst.  Before  I  got  there  1  kept  meeting  three  or  four  men 
in  a  squad ;  at  one  time  I  met  six  going  on  down  the  road.  I  went  on 
into  Hazlehurst  and  got  within  about  thirty  steps,  I  suppose,  of  the  main 
street  leading  by  the  court-house,  and  there  were  some  150  men,  may  be 
not  80  many — I  taken  them  to  be  about  that  many — and  as  soon  as  they 
saw  who  1  was  they  presented  arms  up  in  this  way  [illustrating].  They 
never  shot,  or  anything,  but  just  presented  arms  in  that  way,  and  held 
their  guns  in  that  way  until  I  drove  by  and  turned  down  in  tne  opposite 
direction  to  my  brother's. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  different  squads  did  you  meet! — A.  I  think 
abont  four. 

Q.  Were  all  of  them  mounted! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  of  them  armed! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  what! — A.  Shotguns;  I  think  most  of  them  had  shotguns; 
prc^bly  some  of  them  had  Enfield  rifles  among  them,  or  needle-guns. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  see  that  day — anything!— A.  I  staid  pretty  dose 
w>nnd.  I  saw  men  all  over  town  with  guns,  patrolling  up  and  down ; 
they  would  fire  the  cannon  off  and  cheer,  and  the  band  would  play ;  that 
is,  when  they  would  hear  from  places  outride.  I  suppose,  or  something  of 
the  sort  It  went  on  so  until  that  night,  and  about  dark  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  armed  men  came  right  to  the  railroad — my  brother's  house,  I  sup- 
pose, is  thirty  steps  from  the  railroad — and  got  right  opposite  my  brother's ; 
we  were  sitting  up  there;  the  commanders  commanded  them  to  halt; 
they  stopped  &ere,  and  of  all  the  language  you  ever  heard  used  they 
used. 

Q.  Vile  wid  profane!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  heard  anything  of  this  nnng,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing, 
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going  on  in  the  country  for  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  election  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  effect  had  it  upon  the  colored  people  t — ^A,  They  were  all 
out  in  the  woods,  and  were  demoralized  generally. 

Q.  Did  many  of  them,  to  your  knowledge,  sleep  at  hornet — ^A.  No, 
sir:  I  don't  think  they  didj  the  country  was  just  in  an  uproar. 

Q.  How  long  had  that  continued? — ^A.  For  about  a  week,  I  Hunk; 
hardly  so  long;  until  the  election.  They  commenced  a  regular  bulkos- 
ing,  I  think,  on  Thursday  or  Friday  night. 

Q.  The  bulldozing  before  that  had  been  irregular? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  riding  about  all  the  timet— A.  Yes,  sir;  night  and  day. 

Q.  Scouring  over  the  country? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  large  a  county  is  Copiah  t 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  the  population  t 

Mr.  Fbye.  You  may  state  the  population  first. 

A.  I  think  there  is  about  three  thousand  voters,  probably. 

Mr.  Fbte.  About  five  thousand  voters;  you  are  mistaken. 

Q.  Is  it  large  territorially  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Colored  men  scattered  all  over  itt — A.  Colored  men  scattered  all 
over  it. 

Q.  The  labor  of  the  county  is  done  by  them  t — ^A.  Most  of  it;  tiiere  is 
a  good  deal  of  white  labor. 

Q.  It  is  a  farming  county  rather  than  anything  else,  is  it  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Any  manufacturing  in  it,  except  at  Wesson  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  none 
except  at  Wesson. 

Q.  There  is  only  one  factory  at  Wessen  t — A.  That  is  all  at  present 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  What  do  they  make  there  t — ^A.  Cotton  cloth  and  woolen  yams 
of  all  descriptions,  and  such  as  that. 

By  Mr.  Feyb: 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  vote  was  at  Centennial  precunct,  say 
a  year  ago,  as  between  the  parties  t — A.  I  think  we  got  about  180  votes 
to  their  50. 

Q.  How  did  it  stand  this  yeart — ^A.  When  I  left  there  tliere  was  136 
votes  polled,  and  there  was  35  of  those  white,  and  6  straightout  Inde- 
pendent white  votes,  and  2  scratched ;  that  made  8  of  the  white  votes. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  whole  Independent  vote  thrown  this  yeart — A« 
This  year  136  votes  was  polled  up  to  the  time  I  left 

Q.  Independent  votest— A.  Oh,  no;  there  was  35  of  those  white; 
they  were  all  colored  except  35. 

The  Chairman.  He  means  Republican  and  Democratic,  both. 

The  Witness.  One  hundred  and  thirty-six  included  the  whole  vote. 

Q.  Now,  what  portion  of  the  136  was  Independent  t — A.  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six,  I  think. 

Q.  All  the  vote  but  10  was  Independent  t — ^A.  Ko.sir;  I  am  mis- 
taken about  that ;  there  were  2  colored  votes  and  35  whites ;  8  of  tiiose 
whites  was  Independent  votes ;  6  oflf  would  leave  29. 

Q.  How  many  Democratic  votes  were  there  t — A.  Twenty-nine. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  the  vote  stood  at  Centennial  t  How  was 
it  counted  this  last  year  t — A.  They  gave  us  24  Bepublican  or  Inde- 
pendent. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Votes  or  majority  t — ^A.  Votes. 
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By  Mr.  Pbye  : 

Q.  How  many  did  they  give  the  Democrats  t — ^A.  All  the  balance ;  I 
never  paid  any  attention  to  only  just  what  we  got. 

Q.  You  left  at  11  o'clock,  and  when  you  left  it  stood  as  you  say  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  when  it  was  counted  you  had  24  votes  and  they  had  all  the 
rest  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.  They  acy o^rued  and  went  two  miles  to  dinner,  after 
I  left,  and  carried  the  box  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  stuffing  it. 

Q.  They  did  not  do  the  counting  until  after  dinner! — A.  They  knew 
how  it  stood,  of  course,  but  that  is  the  way  they  brought  it  back. 

Q.  Were  you  an  inspector  at  that  box  in  1881 1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  the  votes  stand  then  in  that  precinct  t — A.  A  large  ma- 
jority Republican ;  I  think  there  was  about  100  majority  there ;  perhaps 
more  than  that 

Q.  Of  course  you  knew  Mr.  Print  Matthews  wellt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Ras.  Wheeler  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  Print  Matthews  in  that  community  t — A. 
Well,  to  lay  down  politics,  he  was  a  man  well  thought  of;  everybody 
respected  him  and  thought  well  of  him ;  but  as  far  as  politics  went  they 
didn't  like  his  politics. 

Q.  Was  he  liberal  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well  off  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Charitable? — A.  Ye^sir. 

Q.  Was  his  house  an  of^n  house;  did  he  have  many  visitors t — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  more  than  any  other  man  in  that  county. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  disposition  was  towards  the  churches  and 
school-houses  t — ^A.  He  gave  $100, 1  think,  just  before  he  was  killed,  to  a 
Catholic  church  there  that  had  been  started ;  I  heard  them  say  so ;  they 
had  but  a  few  members  there. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  all  the  churches  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ; 
he  gare  to  all  the  churches. 

Q.  What  church  did  Mr.  Matthews's  family  belong  to  f — A.  The  Meth- 
odist church. 

Q.  What,  since  the  election,  has  taken  place  touching  your  tenants  t — 
A  They  have  run  every  one  off;  they  have  run  off  niggers  I  have  had 
for  seventeen  years.  Since  the  election  they  came  and  fired  into  their 
hoQ9es ;  shot  into  their  houses  and  stampeded  them,  and  I  can't  get  a 
hand  on  that  account. 

Q.  How  often  have  they  been  there  firing  into  the  houses?  Do  you 
know!— A.  They  only  shot  into  the  houses  onetime.  They  came  along 
the  road  there;  there  is  a  public  road  runs  through  my  plantation, 
and  they  have  been  by  there  shooting;  they  only  fired  into  the  houses 
one  time.  They  gave  them  notice  to  leave,  and  there  was  one  family 
that  was  rather  slow  about  getting  off;  in  fact  they  thought  maybe 
everything  would  blow  over,  and  they  would  stop  that,  but  parties  came 
hy  and  fiiid  into  his  house;  that  was  the  only  house  that  was  shot  into; 
tbe  other  hands  had  left. 

Q.  How  long  since  the  election  have  those  occurrences  been  taking 
placet — ^A.  About  a  month — just  before  Christmas. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  tosay  thatthey  had  driven  off  all  of  them  t — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  able  to  get  others  in  their  places! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  those  they  drove  off t — ^A.  Yes, 
air. 

Q.  Can  you  not  get  them  back!— A.  I  could  get  them  back  if  they 
would  not  run  them  off.    I  have  bought  tickets  to  Kansas  for  some  of 
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them.  There  is  eight  of  them  gone  to  Kansas.  I  couldn't  get  those 
back. 

Q.  You  famished  them  the  money  to  go  to  Kansas  t— A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Driven  off  by  these  operations  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Some  of  the  others 
live  there  in  the  county.  I  could  get  them  back  to-night  if  they  were 
assured  that  they  would  not  be  botiier^. 

Q.  How  large  a  place  have  you  t— A.  Between  500  and  600  acres  open 
land;  1,400  acres  in  the  whole  tract. 

Q.  What  do  you  raise  t — A.  Com,  potatoes,  and  cotton— -cotton  mostly. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  they  will  not  allow  you  to  keep  your  belpt — A 
I  think  it  is  because  I  am  a  Republican.    I  don't  see  any  other  cause. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  trouble  with  those  people  outside  of  politics  f— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  so  active  in  politics  as  Print  was,  have  you  f— 
A.  I  always  did  my  duty,  I  thought.  I  was  always  ready  to  vote  when 
I  had  an  opportunity  to  vote. 

Q.  Have  they  given  you  any  notice  to  quit  I — ^A.  They  have  not 
directly,  but  they  have  indirectly.  I  was  told  that  I  shouldn't  live  there, 
that  I  would  be  killed,  and  all  those  sort  of  things;  that  I  had  bett^ 
get  away. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  personal  difficulty  with  them  in  any  way  t — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Simply  because  you  do  not  agree  with  them  in  politics? — ^A.  That 
is  all.  I  don't  think  any  one  had  anything  in  the  world  against  me, 
except  one  man. 

Q.  Who  was  that  onet — A.  His  name  was  Warmoth.  I  went  to  a 
prominent  Democratic  lawyer  in  Hazlehurst  (I  had  taken  him  to  be  an 
honest  man,  and  I  think  he  was),  when  they  were  runuing  the  niggers 
off,  and  told  him  that  I  would  like  to  live  in  that  country ;  that  I  cooldn^ 
sell  my  place  for  anything,  and  I  would  like  to  stay  there,  and  try  to 
make  a  living.  He  told  me  he  was  very  sorry  for  me,  and  he  would  do 
all  he  could  for  me  in  the  world;  and  he  did  try  to  get  up  a  meeting  to 
su]>press  those  resolutions  that  were  passed,  but  he  couldn't  do  it.  The 
mob  had  the  power,  and  he  told  me  that  if  he  was  to  get  up  a  meeting 
of  that  sort  the  mob  would  override  the  citizens,  and  it  would  be  worse. 

Q.  Has  any  of  your  cotton  been  burned  up  since  that  t — ^A.  My  father 
had  his  gin  burned  up. 

Q.  How  far  from  you  does  he  live! — A,  About  four  miles,  to  one  of 
his  places. 

Q.  How  many  places  does  he  own  f — A.  Two  places,  of  any  size. 

Q.  Have  all  his  tenants  been  interfered  with? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  WTiat  has  been  done ;  have  they  been  run  off  t — A.  They  haven't  run 
all  those  off;  some  of  them  are  still  there ;  that  is  four  miles  right  south 
of  me,  just  over  the  line  in  another  county. 

Q.  Outside  of  Copiah  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  gin  that  was  burned  up  in  Ck)piah  or  not!— A.  Just  over 
the  line,  in  Lincoln. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  do  not  know  who  burned  itt — A.  We  suspected, 
but  don't  know. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  was  on  account  of  politicst — ^A.  Yes,  sirj  I 
think  so;  it  grew  out  of  those  resolutions;  that  was  the  trouble. 

By  Mr.  JoNAS: 

Q.  What  part  of  the  county  do  you  say  yon  live  int — A.  Southwest- 
ern part;  just  on  the  line  between  Copiah  and  Lincoln. 

Q.  Sometimes  you  live  in  one  county  and  sometimes  in  another,  do 
you  not! — A.  Not  often. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  run  for  office  in  Oopiah  since  you  have  been  living 
there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  run  for  office  in  Lincoln  since  you  have  been  living 
thei^l — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  that  same  placef — ^A.  Oh,  no;  I  live  in  Lincoln  County. 

Q.  Did  you  not  move  from  your  house  on  your  place  in  Copiah  to  an- 
other part  of  your  plantation  for  the  purpose  of  running  for  sheriff  in 
that  county  t — A.  I  did  run  for  sheriff,  and  was  counted  out  by  one  vote. 

Q.  You  still  were  living  in  that  same  place  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  living 
on  Black  Oak  place  now,  and  that  is  where  I  was  living  then. 

Q.  Did  not  the  two  places  join  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  are  contractor  also  for  four  counties;  what  are  those 
ooontiesf — A.  Copiah,  Claiborne,  Jefferson,  and  Adams;  but  the  Clai- 
borne County  contract  at  this  time  is  out. 

Q.  But  at  the  time  of  the  election  and  for  some  years  you  were  con- 
tractor for  four  counties:  you  took  charge  of  the  convicts  and  worked 
them  where  you  pleased  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  work  them  on  contracts  or  on  your  plantation? — A.  I 
worked  some  out  and  some  on  my  plantation. 

Q.  Were  there  ever  any  complaints  made  against  you  for  cruelty  to 
those  convicts! — ^A.  I  had  one  case. 

Q.  Was  there  not  more  than  one  casef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  that t— A.  That  was  in  Adams  County. 

Q.  Was  there  any  information  filed  against  yout — A.  No ;  it  all  grew 
out  of  the  mayor's  office  there.  There  was  a  little  paper  started  there 
that  proposed  to  elect  a  man  mayor,  and  they  got  up  a  feeling  on  ac- 
count  of  that  contract-law  in  favor  or  a  Eepublican  mayor,  and  it  took 
with  the  niggers,  and  in  the  meantime  they  had  me  reported  for  cruelty. 

Q.  Were  any  proceedings  taken  in  court  against  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  re>sultf — A.  I  was  clear^. 

Q.  Were  you  tried t — A.  Yes,  sir;  honorably  discharged. 

Q.  Before  the  court  or  a  magistrate! — A.  Before  the  supervisor  of 
the  county. 

Q.  Adams  County! — A.  Y^,  sir. 

Q.  Were  no  other  charges  made  against  you  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  those  convicts! — A.  No, 
sir;  I  registered  them  one  year. 

Q.  And  voted  them,  did  you  not!— A.  No,  sir ;  they  scratched  them 
off,  and  while  they  were  scratching  them  off,  they  scratched  oft*  nearly 
all  the  men  on  my  place. 

Q.  What  counties  did  you  register  them  in!— A.  In  Copiah. 

Q.  Althongh  they  came  from  tour  counties! — A.  No,  sir;  just  Copiah. 

Q.  You  registered  all  tbe  Copiah  County  convicts! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yoQ  not  know  that  the  law  of  Mississippi  disfranchises  con- 
victs and  prevents  their  voting! — A.  It  does  not. 

Q.  Did  they  live  in  that  beat!  Was  that  their  permanent  home! — 
A  At  that  time  I  supposed  it  was. 

Q.  Because  you  had  them  there  as  convicts!— A.  Yes,  sir.  The  cir- 
cuit clerk  registers.  We  had  them  registered,  and  then  the  board  of 
inspectors  decide  whether  they  shall  scratch  them  off  or  not,  and  they 
did  scratch  them  off. 

By  Mr.  Frye: 
Q.  And  in  scratching  them  off  they  scratched  off  nearly  all  your 
plantation  hands! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  many  others. 
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By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Previous  to  their  scratching  them  off  had  yoa  not  voted  themt— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  voted  or  registered  them  previously! — A.  I  don't  think 
I  had;  I  think  that  is  the  one  time. 

Q.  You  are  sure  you  never  voted  any  of  themf — A.  No,  sir.  When 
I  would  have  a  good  hand  with  me  and  wanted  to  keep  him  after  his 
convict  time  was  out,  I  would  hire  him  and  move  his  family  on  my  place. 
Then  he  was  no  convict  after  he  had  served  his  time  out;  then  I  would 
register  him ;  then  he  had  a  right  to  register  and  vote. 

Q.  Were  you  inspector  of  the  election  in  1875  with  a  man  named 
Thompson,  when  your  brother  was  running  for  sheriff!— A.  I  don't 
recollect  Thompson. 

Q.  John  Eobinson  is  the  name. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  was. 

Q.  Did  not  you  and  he  throw  out  three  election  boxes  without  any 
reason  or  excuse  whatever,  in  order  to  elect  your  brother  sheriff  t — ^A. 
I  think  we  only  threw  out  two. 

By  Mr.  Fr ye: 
Q.  The  question  was  whether  you  threw  them  out  without  any  reason 
whatsoever.    You  do  not  mean  to  say  thatt — A.  No,  sir;  because  we 
decided  according  to  the  law  and  the  evidence. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  What  did  the  courts  do  about  the  matter  f — A.  A  bill  was  found 
againts  us  in  Copiah  County;  we  moved  the  case  to  Jackson,  and  there 
it  was  nolle  prossedy  I  think. 

Q.  What  did  the  court  do  in  regard  to  the  sheriff's  office  t  Did  it 
order  those  boxes  to  be  counted,  or  not  t — A.  I  think  my  brother  gave 
it  up.  Sam  Harvey  contested  his  case,  and  my  brother  first  contested 
and  then  threw  up  and  turned  over  to  Martin;  but  Harvey  went  on 
with  his  case,  and  it  ended  in  the  circuit  court ;  and  then  they  killed 
Harvey,  and  of  course  that  knocked  the  thing  out 

By  Mr.  Feye  : 

Q.  Then  they  got  it. — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  killed  Harvey  and  got  it 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 

Q.  Harvey  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  circuit  court!— A.  Yes, 
sir;  and  my  brother  gave  up. 

By  Mr.  JONAS : 

Q.  How  came  your  brother  to  give  up  f  Had  not  the  chancery  court 
decided  against  Harvey f — ^A.  No,  sir;  the  circuit  court  decided  for 
Harvey. 

Q.  The  other  candidate  for  clerk  of  the  court  had  gained  his  case 
against  Harvey,  had  het — A.  No,  sir;  Harvey  had  gained  his  case 
before  the  circuit  court,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  your  brother  give  up  before  he  had  collected  the  taxes!— A. 
I  disremember.  They  generally  go  out  the  1st  of  January,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  taxes  is  collected  by  the  1st  of  January,  I  think. 

Q.  Those  two  boxes  you  threw  out,  I  suppose,  had  a  Democratic  ma- 
jority in  them! — A.  One  of  them  had,  and  one  of  them  hadn't. 

Q.  Taking  the  two  together,  how  did  the  vote  stand! — A.  I  disre- 
member ;  but  I  think  there  was  a  Democratic  majority,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken.   It  has  been  a  long  time  ago,  but  I  think  that  was  the  result 

Q.  You  say  you  have  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  with  your  labor  since 
the  election;  did  you  go  Hazlehurst! 
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Mr.  Fbye.  He  did  not  say  he  had  had  any  trouble  with  his  laborers, 
bift  that  his  laborers  had  been  run  off. 

Mr.  Jonas.  That  is  what  we  call  trouble  with  labor. 

The  Witness.  Between  me  and  the  laborers  there  is  no  trouble. 

Q.  But  the  laborers  were  leaving  yon? — ^A.  The  trouble  was  not  be- 
tween me  and  the  laborers. 

Q.  How  was  the  trouble  ?  I  have  been  out  of  the  room  during  part  of 
yoar  testimony,  and  did  not  hear  that  part. — A.  The  trouble  was  be- 
tween the  Democrats  and  the  laborers;  they  wouldn't  let  them  be  with 
me. 

Q.  What  Democrats  were  they  t — A.  The  whole  country.  They  even 
said  that  a  white  man  should  not  live 

Q.  But  "they''  is  a  large  word  ;  can  you  not  mention  the  peoplet 

The  Chairman.  What  he  said  was  that  since  the  election  the  labor- 
ers have  been  compelled  to  leave  his  land ;  that  the  Democrats  have 
Ared  into  their  houses,  causing  them  to  leave ;  that  one  man  did  not 
leave  at  the  time  they  had  ordered  him  to  leave,  and  they  fired  into  his 
house ;  and  the  witness  stated  further  that  he  had  purchased  transpor- 
tation for  eight  of  them  to  Kansas. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did  itt — ^A.  If  I  mistake  not  this  man  Frank 
Davis  was  captain;  I  believe  they  call  all  that  part  Beat  3. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  written  notice  given  or  did  you  ever  hear  of 
any  notice  given  to  any  of  themt — A.  They  never  gave  me  notice. 

By  Mr.  Saitlsbubt: 

Q.  How  did  you  find  it  outt — A.  They  would  tell  me. 

Q.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  itf — A.  Ko,  sir;  only  the 
shooting  into  the  house;  they  shot  into  one  house ;  I  know  thiat  to  be 
a  fact 

By  Mr  Jonas  : 

Q.  And  you  say  the  cotton-gin  that  was  burned  was  on  your  fother's 
place,  in  an  adjoining  county! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  burned  that  cotton-gin  f — ^A.  We  suspected. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  suspect  t 

Mr.  Fbye.  That  would  hardly  be  competent. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  have  arrested  for  itt — A.  I  think  I  had  a  right  to 
throw  it  on  the  Democrats. 

Q.  We  will  discuss  that  elsewhere;  I  want  to  know  whom  you  had 
^urested. — A.  I  didn't  have  any  one;  we  had  John  Fore  arrested. 

Q.  Was  John  Fore  any  relative  of  Print  Matthews's  family  t — ^A.  His 
wife  was  related  to  John  Fore. 

Q.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Print  Matthews's  wife  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  always  been  a  Bepublican  up  to  the  last  election? — ^A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  always  been  a  Matthews  man  and  voted  for  Print  Mat- 
thews f— A.  He  has  always  lived  in  Lincoln. 

Q.  Has  he  never  voted  in  Copiah  T — ^A.  I  don't  think  he  has.  Year 
before  last  probably  he  did  live  in  Gopiah,  out  near  the  factory,  but  I 
don't  know  whether  he  voted  for  my  brother  oi^not. 

Q.  He  was  the  only  person  that  was  ever  accused  of  burning  the  gin, 
was  hef— A.  He  was  the  only  one  that  was  arrested. 

Q.  Was  anything  done  with  himf — A.  The  grand  jury  found  a  bill. 

Q.  Has  court  met  since  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  grand  jury  found  a  bill, 
and  next  morning  they  ignored  it  I  don't  know  for  what  cause.  So  1 
have  been  told ;  I  don't  know  that  to  be  a  fact,  for  I  was  not  on  the 
grand  jnry. 
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What  county  was  that  in  t — A.  Lincoln. 
I.  What  caased  them  to  make  this  accusation  against  John  Fore  t 
Was  he  on  bad  terms  with  the  family  t — ^A.   I  think  him  and  my 
brother  had  had  a  little  lawsuit 

Q.  Shortly  before  this  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ha<i  bad  feeling  resulted  from  itf — ^A.  Well,  they  had  had  a  law 
suit.    There  was  only  $25  involved  in  it. 

Q.  Are  you  on  good  or  bad  terms  with  your  neighbors  t — A.  I  was  on 
good  terms  with  all  except  one  up  to  the  election ;  since  that  time  it 
wouldn't  do  for  me  to  be  on  friendly  relations  with  them. 

Q.  Have  you  always  been  on  good  terms  with  your  neighbors t— A. 
All  except  one ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  that  ?— A.  Warmoth. 

Q.  What  sort  of  terms  were  you  on  with  Prank  Thompson  t — A.  I 
was  on  friendly  terms  with  him  up  to  the  week  before  the  election.  I 
met  him  as  I  was  coming  down  the  court-house  steps  and  he  was  going 
up,  and  I  gave  him  my  hand  to  shake  hands  with  him.  He  refused  to 
shake  hands.  I  asked  him  the  cause  of  it  or  something,  and  he  said 
that  he  heard  I  had  met  at  the  bridge  to  assassinate  bim  and  some 
niggers.  I  remarked  to  him  that  when  I  wanted  to  kill  a  damn  torj  I 
would  do  it  in  the  day  time,  and  not  in  the  night.  About  that  time 
Judge  Wharton  stepped  up  and  commanded  the  peace,  and  that  was 
all  we  have  ever  had. 

Q.  That  was  a  day  or  two  before  election  day,  was  it  nott — ^Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  trouble  with  this  man  Ras.  Wheeler? — A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  trouble! — ^A.  I  never  had  heard  pol- 
itics mentioned  until  it  was  just  after  the  surrender  when  Dr.  Deason 
was  candidate  for  the  legislature,  and  I  had  never  taken  no  stock  in 
politics  or  nothing  of  the  sort,  only  that  my  father  had  always  been  an 
old-line  whig,  and  Deasou's  name  was  mentioned,  and  it  was  said 
that  he  was  a  radical  running  for  office.  I  was  in  old  man  Wheelers 
store,  the  father  of  Ras.  Wheeler,  and  I  remarked  to  the  old  man  that  I 
was  bound  to  vote  for  Deason,  and  he  says,  "If  you  do,  you  are  a  radi- 
cal." I  told  him  I  would  be  bound  to  be  called  a  radical  then;  if  tbat 
was  what  he  called  radicalism,  I  was  a  radical.  He  said  I  could  get  oat 
of  his  house;  I  told  him  all  right,  I  would  get  out;  I  turned  my  back 
and  started  out,  and  just  as  I  turned  around  he  struck  me  across  the 
head  with  a  hickory  stick. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  did  tbat,  the  old  man! — ^Yes,  sir;  old  man  Wheeler,  the 
father  of  Ras.  Wheeler.  It  sort  of  blinded  me,  but  it  didn't  knock  me 
down.  By  the  time  I  could  see  good,  Ras.  Wheeler  had  his  pistol  oat^ 
and  as  he  drew  his  pistol,  I  whaled  away  at  him,  and  he  run  in  the  store 
door,  and  just  as  he  run  in  there  I  whacked  on  the  door  facing  in  strik- 
ing at  him,  and  then  old  man  Wheeler  run  back  in  the  store  and  got 
his  double-barreled  shotgun,  and  Wheeler  was  shooting  at  me  from 
behind  the  door  facing  with  a  pistol,  and  old  man  Wheeler  with  a  shot- 
gun. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury: 

Q.  That  was  Ras.  Wheeler  that  was  shooting  at  you  behind  the  door  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  shot  at  himt — A.  Yes,  sir;  only  one  shot 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ALLEGED   ELECTION  OUTRAGES  IN  MISSISSIPPI.  121 

By  Mr.  Fbyb: 
Q.  That  was  when  f — ^A.  That  was  just  after  the  war.  We  have  been 
perfectly  friendly  since  that.  We  made  friends.  He  said  that  it  was 
on  account  of  his  father,  and  I  didn't  much  blame  him  for  that,  because 
I  would  have  been  just  like  him  if  anybody  and  my  father  had  fell  out 
and  I  would  have  shot  at  them.  But  we  had  made  it  up  and  have  beeu 
on  good  terms  ever  since. 

By  Mr.  JoNAS: 

Q.  When  these  tenants  of  yours  left  you,  did  you  go  to  Hazlehurst 
and  consult  Mr.  Saxton  and  Mr.  Dodds  about  itt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
I  did;  and  several  others. 

Q.  What  advice  did  they  give  youf— A.  Mr.  Sexton  said  he  would 
do  all  he  could  for  me  in  his  power;  that  he  was  sorry  for  me.  [Address- 
ing Mr.  Sexton:]    You  have  no  objection  to  my  telling t 

Mr.  Sexton,  i^o. 

The  Witness.  He  said  that  he  was  sorry  for  me;  that  he  was  op- 
poaed  to  such  as  that  himself,  and  that  he  would  try  to  get  up  a  meet- 
ing; but  George  or  Lamar,  or  Congressman  Barksdale,  or  some  of  those 
fellows  had  written  to  him  to  get  up  an  indignation  meeting  on  those 
resolutions,  and  he  was  afraid  that  if  he  got  up  the  meeting  the  mob 
would  make  it  worse  than  it  was  at  first;  that  those  fellows  would  ar 
gue,  "Now  you  are  going  back  on  us  before  court;  you  must  not  go 
back  on  us  before  court,"  or  something  to  that  amount  is  as  near  as  I 
can  recollect. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Sexton  say  to  you  to  come  back  the  next  week,  that 
in  the  meantime  he  would  do  what  he  could,  and  he  would  give  you  an 
answer  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  would  go  to  your  plantation,  if  necessary,  and  see  the 
tenants  and  neighbors  f — A.  Mr.  Sexton  saiu  that  that  was  wrong,  and 
he  would  do  anything  in  the  world  he  could  for  me;  I  told  him  I  thought 
if  they  would  have  a  meeting  and  send  influential  men  down  there  to 
talk  to  those  men,  such  as  that  would  be  stopped;  that  if  it  was  not 
stopped  they  Would  ruin  the  country;  he  seem^  to  think  what  I  said 
was  a  very  good  idea. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  to  come  back  in  a  few  days  and  he  would  give  you 
an  answerl — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  would  do  all  he  could. 

Q.  Did  you  go  back  and  see  himf 

The  Witness.  In  regard  to  that! 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  further  trouble  after  thatt — ^A.  No,  sir;  they  had 
roD  them  all  off. 

Q.  Were  none  of  them  leftt — ^A.  I  think  there  was  probably  two 
fiunilies  left. 

Q.  It  stopped  their  going  away,  I  suppose,  at  least f — A.  No,  no ;  they 
left  after  that. 

Q.  Have  you  no  tenants  now! — A.  I  have  only  got  one  man  for  wages. 

Q.  Have  you  no  tenants  living  on  your  placet — A.  No,  sir;  I  have 
got  one  guard,  a  white  man,  but  they  have  threatened  him  also. 

By  the  Ghaibman: 
Q.  What  was  your  reason  for  throwing  out  the  two  boxes  which  were 
in  dispute  at  that  election  you  have  been  asked  about  t — A.  We  thought 
it  was  according  to  law  that  we  should  throw  them  out,  and  we  got  the 
advice  of  attorneys. 
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Q.  You  took  legal  advice!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  acted  in  accordance  with  it! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  what  the  objection  was  to  those  two  boxes!— 
A.  I  think  it  was  in  regard  to  the  illegality  of  the  votes  some  way. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  remember  what  the  point  was! — A.  I  think  it  was 
something  in  regard  to  the  tally-sheete,  or  the  count,  or  the  boxes  not 
being  locked,  or  something  of  the  sort;  some  discrepancy  in  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  election  of  1875  !  Somewhere  in 
these  papers  they  nay  they  are  going  to  make  1883  equal  to  1875.  It 
was  1875  when  you  threw  out  these  two  boxes,  was  it  not ! — A.  O,  no 
sir ;  1875  was  the  first  time  that  they  ever  done  any  dirty  work  in  the 
counting,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Feye  : 
Q.  You  were  running  for  sheriff  in  1875  !— A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  learned 
how  to  count  about  that  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  regard  to  those  convicts,  what  is  the  character  of  the  offenses 
of  which  they  havcbeen  convicted  ! — A.  It  is  usually  tor  misdemeanors, 
toting  pistols,  &c. 

Q.  Are  they,  as  a  rule,  what  are  called  infamous  crimes!^ A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Just  petty  offenses! — A.  Petty  offenses. 

Q.  Such  as  carrying  pistols  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  white  men  or  colored  men  ! — A.  Both. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  sometimes  they  make  very  good  laborers,  and 
you  keep  them  after  they  have  served  out  their  time! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Very  often  a  man  will  get  mad  at  a  nigger  and  report  him  for  something 
and  have  him  sent  to  the  county  contractor. 

Q.  For  what  length  of  time! — A.  It  is  just  owing  to  the  justice  of 
the  peace,  you  know. 

Q.  One  month  ! — A.  One  month,  or  two,  or  three  months. 

Q,  And  it  was  that  class  of  persons  you  claimed  should  register  if 
they  belonged  in  Copiah  County  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Joseph  B.  Joi^es  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Feye  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ! — Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  State 
of  Mississippi. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ! — A.  From  infancy ;  since  I  was 
six  months  old,  except  three  years  temporarily  out  of  the  State  about 
twenty-five  years  ago. 

Q.  What  position  did  you  hold  last  year  in  Copiah  County  !— A.  hi 
1883  I  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  and  president  of  that 
board. 

Q.  Under  your  law  what  is  the  duty  of  supervisors  !  Are  they  like 
our  county  commissioners  ! — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  same  as  county  com- 
missioners in  other  States,  and  in  some  States  they  are  called  boards 
of  police. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  Copiah  County  do  you  live ! — A.  My  domicile 
proper  is  in  the  western  part  of  Copiah  County.  I  have  no  family  at 
this  time ;  I  have  lost  my  wife.  I  have  a  domicile  twenty  miles  west  of 
the  railroad  and  own  a  good  deal  of  land  out  there.  I  make  that  my 
home,  but  have  spent  nearly  half  my  time  the  last  two  years  in  the 
town  of  Hazlehurst. 
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Q.  Wliat  is  your  voting  place  ? — A.  Heath's  Store. 
Q.  Were  you  at  Heath's  Store  at  the  last  election  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Were  you  a  challenger  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  things  at  Heath's  Store  precinct  on 
election  dayf — A.  I  will  commence  and  state  briefly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  the  size  of  this  county  territorially  I — A.  It  is  about  34  or 
25  miles  north  and  south,  and  nearly  38  to  40  miles  east  and  west.    It 
was  about  40  miles  square  before.    There  was  a  tier  of  sections  taken 
off  since  the  war  and  added  to  Lincoln. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 
Q.  What  took  place  at  Heath's  Store  precinct  on  election  day  f — A. 
I  arrived  there  about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  suppose,  feeling  quite 
anwell.  At  that  time  there  had  been  no  steps  taken  towards  qualifying 
the  clerks,  inspectors,  &c.  There  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  there  at 
that  time,  and  I  was  requested  to  swear  the  inspectors,  clerks,  and  the 
deputy  sheriff,  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  order  was  preserved 
there,  which  I  did  as  soon  as  I  could  conveniently.*  In  the  meantime, 
they  arranged  to  hold  the  election  in  a  little  room  back  of  the  gallery 
in  front  of  a  store  there,  which  had  been  weather-boarded  up  to  a  kind 
of  a  little  ware-room  in  a  country  store.  The  polls  were  opened  and 
eTerything  went  on  very  quietly.  I  carried  some  Independent  tickets, 
and  I  presume  carried  all  the  Independent  tickets  that  were  carried  to 
that  box.  If  there  were  ever  any  others  carried  to  that  box  I  never 
learned  it.  The  first  man  I  met  was  a  prominent  colored  man.  Being 
unwell  myself,  I  handed  him  about  half  the  tickets,  and  told  him  to  go 
on  and  give  out  the  tickets  to  suit  the  boys,  and  if  he  got  out  to  call 
upon  me.  The  voting  commenced.  Everything  proceeded  quietly  for 
an  hour  or  so — not  exceeding  one  hour,  I  will  say.  I  had  been 
threatened  with  the  chills,  and  had  a  little  quinine  and  whisky,  which 
I  had  left  in  my  buggy,  some  distance  from  the  poll.  I  concluded  I 
would  go  up  there  and  take  a  little.  I  went  up  there  and  got  some, 
and  on  my  way  back  I  met  another  colored  man  who  was  generally 
pretty  officious  at  elections.  He  saw  me  coming  back  to  the  poll,  and 
came  out  and  met  me.  I  had  been  standing  around  inside  the  polling 
place,  as  I  had  the  right  to  do,  as  challenger.  However,  I  am  a  little 
too  fast.  When  1  started  up  to  the  buggy — I  want  to  tell  what  I  did, 
and  then  what  others  did  and  said — I  run  upon  a  gentleman,  a  very 
zealous  Democrat,  talking  to  a  colored  man.  He  seemed  to  be  laboring 
very  hard  with  him,  to  persuade  him  not  to  vote  the  Independent  ticket 
or  any  part  of  it,  but  if  he  would  vote  any  part  of  it,  by  all  means  to 
scratch  oflf  the  name  of  Rev.  J.  W.  McNiel,  who  was  one  of  the  can- 
didates for  the  legislature.  His  argument  seemed  to  be  that  as  he 
was  a  preacher,  he  had  no  business  dabbling  in  politics.  I  halted,  and 
remarked  jocularly,  that  I  thought  that  was  a  flimsy  objection  to  ur<]^e, 
because  he  was  a  preacher;  that  I  thought  it  would  be  very  well  to 
have  some  more  preachers  elected  to  the  legislature.  I  went  on 
to  the  boggy  and  got  my  whisky  and  quinine  — i  hardly  know 
which  I  wanted  the  worst — and  on  my  way  back  I  met  a  boy,  who 
came  up  and  spoke  to  me.  I  remarked  to  him,  ^' Jehu,  how  is  the 
thing  going t''  He  said,  "It  is  going  pretty  well,  except  some  of 
those  lK>ys  down  on  Mister  Nelson's  and  George  Nelson's  place'' — two 
pretty  large  places  below  that  precinct — *'  they  are  scatching  tickets." 
**Who  are  they  scratching t"  said  L    He  said,  "The  most  scratching 
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that  is  done  is  scratching  off  the  candidates  for  circuit  clerk  and  sheriff.^ 
Says  he,  "Another  thing  about  it,  they  are  marking  the  tickets;  every 
darky's  ticket  that  they  scratch  they  mark  it  on  the  back — make  a  cross 
mark,  or  some  kind  of  a  mark.  What  do  you  reckon  they  do  it  for  t  ** 
I  said,  "  They  must  do  that  in  order  to  watch  the  ticket  when  it  is 
counted,  to  see  whether  you  put  it  in  or  not.  I  suppose  every  man  has 
got  his  ticket  marked,"  and,  said  I,  "That  is  illegal  under  our  statute. 
Our  election  law  provides  that  there  shall  be  no  mark  or  device  upon  a 
ticket  whereby  one  ticket  can  be  known  or  distinguished  from  another 
except  the  printing  at  the  head  of  the  ticket.  That  is  very  plainly  laid 
down  in  our  election  law."  He  says,  "  I  will  go  back  and  tell  the  boys." 
I  said,  "  Very  well,"  and  was  going  to  walk  around  some  mud,  and  I 
stopped  to  talk  with  some  gentleman«^-some  friend — and  another  boy 
came  up  and  asked  me,  "What  is  that  you  said  to  Jehu  t "  I  said,  "  I 
just  told  Jehu  that  if  you  scratch  your  tickets,  not  to  allow  them  to  be 
tampered  with  in  any  other  way  except  by  scratching  oflf  the  names  yon 
want  scratched  oflf;  if  so,  you  may  be  liable  to  have  your  tickets  thrown 
out."  This  was  a  boy  who,  I  have  learned  afterwards,  bad  voted  a  green 
ticket.  About  that  time  Mr.  Greorge  B.  Nelson  came  up  and  remarked 
to  me,  I  thought  rather  abruptly — he  and  I  had  always  been  rather 
good  friends.  He  began  cursing  me  and  J.  P.  Matthews,  with  an 
oath,  that  he  and  I  had  been  running  beat  4,  especially  that  box 
down  there,  about  as  long  as  the  people  were  going  to  stand  it^ 
and  it  had  to  stop.  I  tried  to  explain  it.  Said  I,  "I  was  explain- 
ing to  the  boys  what  the  law  was  in  the  matter."  "  Well,"  he  said, 
"God  damn  the  law  and  you  too,  and  Print  Matthews";  he  said  we 
couldn't  run  it  any  longer.  By  this  time  I  had  become  a  httle  excited, 
and  had  a  walking  cane  in  my  band,  and  I  turned  around  and  raised 
my  stick,  and  really  I  thought  I  struck  him  with  it.  At  that  juncture 
the  deputy  sheriff,  who  was  appointed  to  hold  the  election,  and  the  eon- 
stable  and  justice  of  the  peace  shoved  me,  and  in  a  moment  the  whole 
crowd  were  there  and  all  was  confusion,  hollering  and  hurrahing  for 
George  Nelson.  I  then  walked  on  up  and  got  ui)on  the  gallery  and 
staid  there.  He  tried  to  get  to  me,  but  they  got  between  him  and  where 
I  was,  as  I  stood  on  the  edge  of  the  gallery.  Several  on  the  ground 
and  one  or  two  on  the  gallery  and  Mr.  Powers  said,  "  Hurrah  for  George 
Nelson."  The  justice  of  the  peace  said,  "I  will  have  to  arrest  you'* 
He  said,  "You  can't  do  it."  And  they  went  to  cursing  and  swearing 
and  hurrahing  for  George  Nelson  and  cursing  me  and  Print  Matthews. 
1  never  heard  anybody  cursing  me  and  Print  Matthews  except  Mr.  Nel- 
son. Mr.  John  W.  Clark,  one  of  the  inspectors  sworn  in  about  au  hour 
before  that,  rushed  out  of  the  room  where  they  were  holding  the  elec- 
tion, jumped  into  the  yard  and  hurrahed  for  George  Nelson.  In  about 
half  an  hour  from  that  time  I  was  advised  by  friends  that  I  had  better 
go  home.  Some  of  my  friends  personally,  and  some  that  1  knew  were 
not  my  friends  i>olitically,  advised  me  to  go  home;  that  these  men  were 
drinking,  and  they  were  prepared  for  hostility. 

Q.  Were  any  of  them  armed  ? — A.  I  didn't  see  any  except  Mr.  Nel- 
son; I  had  an  ordinary  pocket  knife;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  arms  were 
there;  they  were  sent  there. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  when  you  finally  left!— A.  1  suppose  I  left  be- 
tween 11  and  12  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  go  back  again  that  day! — A.  I  did  not;  I  was  very  un- 
well, and  did  not  return  to  the  polls.  It  was  about  six  or  seven  miles 
to  my  home. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  condition  of  aflfairs  in  beat  3  for 
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the  two  or  three  weeks  previous  to  the  election! — A.  I  know  that  there 
were  regular  club  meetings  at  Spencer's  and  Tailbolt,  in  the  northern 
part  of  cUstrict  Ko.  3.  There  are  four  precincts— Spencer's,  Centennial, 
Ferguson's,  and  Tailholt.  I  rode  up  one  evening  about  two  weeks  be- 
fore  the  election,  to  where  they  had  a  well  by  the  roadside,  between  two 
httle  cabins,  situated  one  on  one  side  of  the  road  and  the  other  on  the 
other.  They  seemed  to  be  collected  in  there  and  holding  consultations. 
I  saw  a  number  of  guns,  perhaps  four  or  five.  What  guns  I  saw  were 
standing  about  among  the  trees. 

Q.  Were  their  horses  there  t — A.  Oh,  yes;  some  were  on  foot  and  some 
on  horseback.  I  suppose  there  were  thirty  or  forty  persons  there,  and 
I  think  about  two-thirds  of  them  were  mounted,  had  horses.  I  was 
looking  for  a  young  man  with  whom  I  had  business,  and  found  him  there. 
I  (li^nHi  halt,  only  just  long  enough  to  speak  with  him  and  tell  him  I 
wished  to  speak  to  him.  Several  remarked,  '*  Light,"  "  Light."  *'  No,"  I 
said,  ^^  I  wanted  to  see  young  man  Butler  and  ask  him  to  walk  out  to  the 
road."  He  did  so,  and  I  got  down  off  my  horse  and  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  him  about  the  business.  I  then  got  on  my  horse  and  rode  on 
home.  This  was  about  two  miles  from  home.  That  was  Tuesday  even- 
ing. On  Wednesday  evening  a  neighbor  of  mine,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  dub,  came  down  to  my  house,  or  to  my  son's — ^I  have  a  son  married, 
with  whom  I  make  my  home,  on  my  own  place,  though — and  seemed  to 
be  considerably  excited.  He  told  me— I  have  only  his  word  for  it;  yes. 
I  have  this  gentleman's  word  for  it,  too;  1  only  had  his  word  for  it  until 
I  saw  him — ^he  told  me  that  when  I  rode  up  there  there  was  a  proposi- 
tion made  by  a  member  of  the  club  to  take  me  off  my  horse  and  hang 
me:  and  when  the  matter  was  brought  up  they  discussed  it  pro  and  con, 
ana  the  majority  happened  to  decide  in  my  favor,  for  which  I  feel  very 
grateful,  inde^,  even  now.  The  next  day  I  saw  this  gentleman,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  club.  He  said  he  had  never  met  with  the  club  at 
the  regular  meetings,  and  wasn't  there  at  the  time,  but  a  member  of  the 
clab  gave  him  his  information  and  he  notified  me;  and  his  advice  to  me 
was  to  get  out  of  that  neighborhood  and  stay  out,  and  that  has  been  his 
advice  from  that  time  on  until  last  month.  That  my  life  had  been 
threatened.  1  have  heard  also  from  another  member  of  that  club  that 
than  were  three  men,  a  short  time  before  the  election,  who  were  elected 
to  take  my  life  on  the  first  opportunity,  and  that  they  were  going  to 
kill  out,  not  only  me,  but  J.  T.  Matthews  and  others. 

Q.  Was  that  company  of  men  scouring  about  through  beat  3  at  any 
timfe  before  the  election  f — ^A.  They  were  riding  several  weeks ;  that  is,  I 
didn't  see  them,  but  I  heard  their  guns  frequently ;  I  heard  the  cannon 
all  day  Sunday.  On  Sunday  before  the  election  I  traveled  firom  Hazle- 
buret  twenty  miles  in  the  country.  I  don't  remember  that  I  heard  the 
cannon  that  day  until  about  12  o'clock  in  the  day,  but  from  that  time 
on  till  dark  I  heard  it  frequently ;  I  am  satisfied  I  heard  it  as  much  as 
five  or  six  times  in* the  extreme  southwestern  portion  of  the  county;  I 
was  going  in  a  westerly  direction,  but  the  cannon  was  firing  in  the 
soathwestem  portion  of  the  county ;  and  that  night  they  traversed  the 
eoantry  through  the  southwestern  part,  and  went  on  into  Hazlehurst 
the  next  day. 

Q.  Mounted  and  armed  f — ^A.  Mounted  and  armed  with  guns  and 
pistols. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect  of  that  upon  the  colored  men  throughout  that 
section  of  the  country? — A.  It  was  totally  demoralizing;  they  were 
panic-stricken ;  there  was  a  reign  of  terror  through  the  neighborhood; 
negro  men  and  women  and  children  were  in  the  woods.    That  was  the 
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state  of  affairs.  Tom  Wallis  was  killed  Friday  morning,  and  the  next 
Tuesday  week  was  the  election ;  and  from  within  a  day  or  two  of  Uie 
killing  of  Tom  Wallis  there  were  very  few  negro  men  to  be  seen  at 
home,  unless  it  was  some  decrepit  old  fellow  or  old  woman ;  I  mean  at 
night. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  there  could  have  been  any  other 
reason  or  motive  given  for  those  proceedings  except  that  they  were  a 
means  of  carrying  the  county  of  Copiah  by  the  Democrats  f — A.  I  never 
heard  any  other :  I  have  heard  it  intimated  or  asserted ;  that  was  when 
I  heard  of  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews  and  heard  Mr.  Wheeler  spoken  of, 

Q.  I  speak  of  the  time  up  to  the  election ;  the  killing  of  Matthews 
occurred  on  election  day ;  whether  the  terror  of  the  people  was  because 
of  their  fear  because  they  were  Eepublicansf — A.  Every  white  man 
and  negro  man  in  the  county  was  in  terror  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
every  one  who  proposed  to  vote  the  Independent  or  Republican  ticket 
The  Independent  ticket,  as  the  committee  has  already  learned,  was 
composed  of  those  who  would  vote  any  other  ticket  than  the  Demo- 
cratic or  Bourbon  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Frye: 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  vote  was  in  Centennial  precinct  in 
x881  f — A.  My  recollection  is  that  along  about  that  time  and  up  to  the 
last  election  I  paid  less  attention  to  election  matters  than  any  election 
that  has  been  held  in  the  county,  I  reckon,  for  twenty-five  years,  for 
the  very  reason  that  I  didn't  consider  it  anything  but  a  farce.  I  never 
scrutinized  the  returns.  My  recollection  is  that  the  Bepublican  ma- 
jority in  18^2  was  almost — there  were  not  as  many  Independent  Demo- 
crats at  that  time  as  there  were  this  last  fall — the  majority  exceeded  a 
little  over  one  hundred  in  that  precinct. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  it  was  counted  this  year  t — A.  I  understand 
about  24  or  25. 

Q.  And  all  the  rest  Democrats  1 — A.  All  the  rest  Democrats. 

Q.  Has  beat  3  always  been  Kepublican  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q   Largely  so  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  about  what  proportion  f — A.  I  think  from  150  to 
200. 

Q.  Republican  majority  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  it  was  counted  this  year  T — A.  It  has  gone  over 
just  that  far  the  other  way.    They  have  all  got  mighty  Democratic' 

Q.  Did  they  give  the  Kepublicans  more  than  100  votes  in  the  whole 
beat! — A.  No,  sir;  they  did  not.  There  was  only  about  8  counted  at 
Tail  Holt,  where  it  was  pretty  close  in  1881 ;  and  this  year  the  Inde- 
pendents would  have  beaten  them  25  or  30  votes  very  handsomely  if 
they  had  had  a  fair  election.  I  don't  remember  how  it  was  at  Fergu- 
son's. 

Q.  How  many  did  they  give  the  Independents  at  Tail  Holt  this 
year!— A.  Only  8  or  11 ;  I  didn't  look  at  it.  This  is  only  what  I  heard 
them  talk  about. 

Q.  How  has  the  vote  of  the  county  stood  generally  prior  to  this  elec- 
tion!— A.  Well,  sir,  it  has  l>een  pretty  close  heretofore.  The  Indepen- 
dents and  Republicans  claimed  the  election  of  1881,  and  there  has  never 
been  a  doubt  in  my  mind  but  what  the  county  ticket  was  elected  prob- 
ably with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  representatives.  I  think  it  is 
pretty  generally  conceded,  even  by  the  Democrats  themselves;  I  have 
heard  them  frankly  confess  it. 
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Q.  How  did  the  party  stand  a  fortnight  before  the  election  in  that 
coontyt — ^A.  We  were  300  strong  at  the  lowest  calculation. 

Q.  You  had  received  strength  from  the  Democrats  t — A.  We  were 
fipom  300  to  600  strong,  and  our  strength  was  gathered  from  the  Demo- 
crats, because  there  is  not  much  change  in  the  darky.  The  darky,  as  a 
geoeral  thing,  is  Bepublican.  A  few  colored  men  have  always  voted 
Uie  Democratic  ticket. 

Q,  How  did  the  registration  stand  as  between  the  colored  and  white  t — 
A.  I  never  scrutinized  the  books* 

Q.  What  is  your  recollection  of  the  proportion  of  colored  and  white  t — 
A.  It  is  pret^  close.  I  think  it  is  conceded  that  the  colored  vote  is 
in  the  majority  by  50  to  100  anyhow. 

Q.  How  many  white  men  do  you  think  there  were  in  Copiah  this  last 
year— Republicans,  Democrats,  and  Independents  ? — ^A.  I  should  say 
300  or  400  white  men. 

Q.  Do  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  how  the  vote  was  actually  counted 
in  this  last  election! 

The  Witness.  In  what  manner! 

Mr.  FsTS.  No,  the  result. 

A  No,  sir,  I  don't;  I  have  never  looked  into  it;  I  have  seen  it  in  the 
papers. 

Q.  The  Democrats  had  over  2,000  majority,  had  they  nott— A.  That 
is  what  I  heard  them  say;  1,900  or  2,000  majority.  I  don't  belike  I 
ever  looked  over  the  figures.    1  know  I  was  very  unwell. 

Q.  Beat  2  was  Democratic  beat  always,  was  it  nott — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  The  one  that  the  resolution  said  had  hitherto  borne  the  banner  ? — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  was  the  first  time  that  beat  3  had  won  the  banner  which  was 
given  by  the  resolution? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  well! — A.  I  knew  him,  I  may 
say,  from  infancy  up,  except  about  three  years  I  lived  in  Louisiana  and 
lost  sight  of  him.  He  was  but  a  youth  then,  and  went  to  school  to  me 
when  he  was  about  ten  years  old. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  hef 

The  Witness.  In  what  respect  t 

Mr.  Fbte.  As  a  citizen. 

A.  As  a  citizen  there  was  none  better. 

Q.  What  was  his  character!  Was  he  peaceable  or  otherwise! — A. 
He  was  a  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizen,  ^e  was  a  man  who  would 
resent  an  insult,  although  physically  he  was  a  weakly  man  and  a  cripple^ 
but  he  was  high-strung,  proud,  and  ambitious. 

Q.  Crenerous  ? — A.  He  was  generous  almost  to  a  fault. 

Q.  Charitable!— A.  Charitable. 

Q.  Contributing  to  all  the  churches  and  schools  ? — ^A.  It  has  always 
been  my  understanding  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  generous  contribu- 
tors to  charities  of  all  kinds,  and  among  the  most  liberal  men  in  the 
connty. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  of  means  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  of  considerable  means ;  a 
man  that  could  always  command  means,  and  for  the  last  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  was  a  man  of  means. 

Q.  Did  he  have  a  reputation  for  being  quarrelsome  t — A.  Not  afall. 

Q-  Do  you  know  on  what  terms  he  was  with  the  people  of  Hazle- 
hnrst  ?— A.  The  little  fight  between  him  and  Thompson  which  I  heard 
mentioned,  here  to-day  was  the  only  one  I  ever  heard  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  were  the  habits  of  people  about  visiting  himt 
Did  he  keep  open  house  f — A.  I  suppose  he  entertained  more  company 
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than  any  two  families  in  the  county :  I  have  no  doubt  of  it— expended 
more  hospitality.  He  lavished  his  nospitality  upon  his  friends.  His 
house  was  always  open  to  his  friends  and  customers,  and  when  his 
friends  would  come  into  town  from  the  country  to  transact  mercantile 
business  their  teams  were  often  put  in  his  buggy  lot,  and  stables,  and 
barns. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaint  made  against  him  in  Hazlehurst, 
except  that  he  was  a  Eepublican  t — A.  I  have  heard  complaints  made 
against  him,  but  not  well-grounded  complaints. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  he  did  anything  unpleasant  to  the  people  in 
Hazlehurst,  except  that  he  was  a  politician  ? — A.  Ko,  sir ;  I  couldn't 
point  to  a  single  act  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  speeches  that  he  made  this  year  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  heard  him  make  one  speech. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  t  Was  there  anything  incendiary  in 
itt — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  calculated  to  array  the  blacks  against  the 
whites  t — A.  Not  at  all. 

By  the  CfiAiBMAN : 

Q.  What  were  the  general  subjects  of  arguments  he  used  in  Eepub- 
lican speeches  during  that  election.  State  matters  or  national  t — A.  He 
generally  arraigned  the  Democratic  party  and  undertook  tx)  show  up 
their  short-comings,  their  misdoings,  wherein  the  legislature  had  done 
wrong,  and  the  maladminisd*ation  of  county  affairs,  &c.,  &c.,  as  any 
other  ordinary  man  would.  He  was  rather  zealous  and  vehement  in 
making  a  speech ;  he  would  become  excited. 

Q.  Did  he  use  personalities  against  the  Democrats  f — A.  Oh,  no,  sir: 
I  don't  know  that  I  ever  heard  him  use  personalities.  I  have  heara 
him  allude  on  several  occasions  to  threats  or  suggestions  made  years 
ago  when  radicalism  was  at  its  highest  pitch  in  this  county,  to  assas- 
sinate him  or  something  of  the  sort  I  have  heard  him  say  bitter  things 
about  his  political  enemies,  but  it  was  only  against  a  few  of  those  who 
had  assailed  him  and  sought  to  do  him  an  injury. 

Q.  In  his  speech  this  year  was  there  anything  of  the  kindf — ^A.  No, 
fiir;  I  have  heard  Mr.  Matthews  make  a  great  many  speeches.  I  have 
heard  him  make  speeches  before  the  war  and  a  great  many  since.  I 
never  heard  him  proclaim  any  doctrine  that  was  wrong  or  advise  the 
colored  people  or  anybody  else  to  do  anything  wrong. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Union  man;  do  you  knowT — A.  I  know,  sir,  that  be- 
cause he  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  Union  and  opposea  to  seces- 
sion just  before  the  war  broke  out,  there  was  a  rope  brought  and  a 
proposition  made  to  hang  him ;  the  rope  was  brought  on  the  ground, 
and  I  had  two  brothers  involved  in  the  difficulty  in  the  neighborhood 
where  he  was  raised. 

Q.  Did  he  $ro  into  the  army  t — A.  I  don't  think  he  did;  he  was  a  crip- 
ple j  he  was  almost  an  invalid  until  he  got  to  be  25  or  26  years  old ;  had 
white  swelling. 

By  Mr.  Cameron: 
Q.  What  was  his  age  at  the  time  he  was  murdered  t — ^A.  He  was 
about  45  or  46. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 
Q   You  have  been   giving  some  estimates  about  the  strength  of 
parties  in  Copiah  County.    Have  not  the  Democrats  carried  that  county 
for  a  number  of  years,  with  the  exception  of  two  members  of  the  legis- 
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la(are  in  1877  and  perhaps  some  supervisors,  electing  chancery  clerk 
ami  other  officers  f — A.  Certainly  they  had,  pretty  mach  as  they  have 
done  it  this  year. 

Q.  It  has  been  a  common  thing  for  the  Democrats  to  win? — ^A.  Oer* 
taiiily. 

Q.  Is  it  not  customary  for  each  party,  and  especially  for  the  defeated 
party,  always  to  charge  that  the  other  party  cheats  theraf — Yes,  that  is 
commonly  the  case,  but  it  is  not  customary  to  inaugurate  such  a  steal 
for  carrying  elections  as  was  inaugurated  here  in  this  last  election;  that 
\»  a  new  departure. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  had  a  personal  difBculty  on 
elet^tion  day  with  a  gentleman  named  !N"el8on ;  you  had  been  to  your 
bupjry  to  take  some  whisky  and  quinine! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  met  Nelson  on  your  return  to  the 
polling  phicet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Some  rough  words  passed,  whereupon  you  drew  your  stick  to 
strike  bimt — ^A.  I  raised  my  stick. 

Q.  Then  you  made  the  first  assault! — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  before  that! — A.  That  is  not  an  assault. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  That  is  an  assault. 

The  Witness.  I  differ  from  you. 

Iir.  Fbye.  That  is  an  assault,  but  not  a  battery. 

Q.  The  first  demonstration  pf  the  use  of  force  was  on  your  part 
to^anls  Mr.  Nelson,  was  it  not! — ^A.  Mr.  Nelson  cursed  me  and  J.  P. 
Matthews.  I  contend  that  that  was  an  assault,  and  if  I  had  struck 
him  I  would  have  been  jifstiflable  under  the  laws  of  our  State.  I  could 
have  pleaded  it  in  extenuation  of  excuse. 

Q.  That  is  the  history  of  the  case,  is  it! — A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Atter  that  there  was  a  row  between  your  friends  and  his  friends f 
—A.  No,  sir;  I  didn^  say  that 

Q.  Tliere  was  »  demonstration  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  some  persons? 
—A.  The  demonstration  was  altogether  on  their  part:  "  Hurrah  for  Mr. 
Nelson,"  and  **  Don't  you  be  arrested ;  by  Gk)d,  you  can't  arrest  him.'' 
They  would  address  the  officers  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby.  I  do  not  understand  that  Mr.  Nelson  had  done 
anything  to  be  arrested  for. 

The  Witness.  He  was  cursing  me  and  J.  P.  Matthews,  and  disturb- 
ing the  election.  He  was  disturbing  the  quiet  of  the  election,  and  it 
was  his  duty  under  our  statute — ^it  was  the  duty  of  the  deputy  sheriif, 
and  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and  constable  on  the  ground,  to  arrest  him^ 
and  every  inspector  is  a  peace  officer — they  are  officers  of  the  peace 
nnder  our  law. 

Q.  Did  you  not  make  yourself  on  that  occasion  very  officious  in  try- 
ing to  persuade  the  colored  people  not  to  vote  for  anybody  on  their 
ticket  except  as  it  was  printed! — A.  No,  sir:  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  was  the  difficulty  growing  out  oft  Some  advice  you  gave 
the  colored  people,  was  it  not! — A.  A  colored  man  informed  me  that 
some  colored  men  had  scratched  their  tickets ;  some  eight  or  ten  had 
allowed  the  Democrats  to  do  it,  and,  said  he,  '*  Whenever  they  scratched 
a  darky's  ticket '* — ^using  his  own  language — '*  they  marked  on  the  back 
of  it;"  and,  said  he,  "What  do  you  reckon  they  do  that  fort"  Said  I, 
"In  order  that  when  the  vote  is  counted  out  they  can  see  whether  you 
voted  that  ticket."  And  I  went  on  to  explain  to  him  that  that  was  con- 
trary to  th^  law;  that  his  ticket  would  be  liable  to  be  thrown  out. 

Q.  That  was  before  the  election! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  about  two  weeks. 
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Q.  You  say  that  after  tliat  you  had  some  conversation,  and  passed 
•n)nt— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  had  no  difficulty  with  anybody  after  that  meeting  t— A.  No, 
sir;  I  had  a  friendly  conversation  with  a  yoang  man  with  whom  I  had 
business. 

Q.  After  that  you  were  notified  by  some  member  of  that  club?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  name  that  gentleman. — A.  Joseph  M.  Beynolds. 

Q.  I  understand  that  he  was  not  at  the  meeting  himself,  bat  that 
-  somebody  that  was  at  the  meeting  told  him  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  you  had  it  at  second  handf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  way  I 
.  gave  it  in. 

Q.  That  is  the  way  I  understood  you.  I  wanted  to  bring  out  the 
facts.  It  was  not  hearsay  from  anybody  that  was  a  witness  to  it  at  the 
4neeting  and  heard  itt — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  remained  in  that  county? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  lias  anybody  disturbed  you  f — A.  No,  sir;  only  by  firing  offgaos 
a  night  or  two  l)efore  the  election. 

Q.  They  did  not  fire  at  you,  did  they  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  customary  after  elections  for  people  to  fire  guns  and  re- 
joice over  the  result? — A.  It  was  not  customary  for  parties  to  creep  up 
in  the  rear  of  nigger  cabins  and  fire  off  guns. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  both  parties  did  no(  make  demonstrations  of  rejoic- 
ing in  some  shape  or  other?— A.  It  has  never  been  customary  in  oar 
county  to  make  demonstrations  of  that  kind — firing  off  guns,  that  I 
know  of,  except  in  Hazlehnrst.  After  an  election  was  over  I  have  heard 
cannons  fired  there;  the  successful  party  would  have  a  little  jollifica- 
tion, but  not  to  go  around  to  people's  houses.  I  wish  to  state  now,  gen- 
tlemen, and  I  want  it  distinctly  understood,  that  I  am  not  a  Republican 
and  never  was.  and  I  feel  very  reluctant  to  say  that  I  ever  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  don't  think  I  ever  shall  be  again.  I  cannot  be  a  Mississippi 
Democrat.  I  was  an  old  line  whig  until  after  the  war,  and  after  tbe 
war  I  fell  in  with  the  Democratic  party.  I  stuck  to  them  until  along 
about  1875,  when  I  fell  out  with  them,  and  since  that  time  I  have  been 
an  Independent  Democrat.  But  I  never  voted  the  straightout  Eepab- 
lican  ticket  in  my  life. 

Q.  You  do  not  train  in  the  Democratic  camp  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not 
at  all ;  but  I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  not  a  Republican. 
In  Mississippi  a  man  does  not  dare  to  scratch  his  ticket;  he  must  vote 
the  simon-pure  Democratic  ticket  or  he  is  denounced. 

By  Mr.  Feyb  : 
Q.  You  say  since  1875.  I  see  in  quite  a  numl>er  of  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  Copiah  County  and  in  that  part  of  the  State,  that  the  election 
of  1875  was  alluded  to.  Was  that  the  election  known  over  the  conntiy 
as  tbe  shotgun  election  ? — A.  It  was  spoken  of  in  Yazoo  as  tiie  shot- 
gun election ;  there  wasn't  much  shotgun  in  it  in  our  county.  I  dont 
think  there  was  anything  like  hostility  in  our  county. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  The  Democrats  carried  the  State?— A.  They  carried  the  State  and 
carried  our  county ;  but  they  were  charged  with  fraud  and  nnfaimess 
in  our  county  and  other  counties. 

By  Mr  Feyb  : 
Q.  In  1875,  did  they  not  go  to  Matthews's  house  with  a  notice  ?— A.  I 
can't  say ;  I  was  not  in  town  that  day.    They  marched  around  all  over 
town,  so  I  understood;  I  didn't  see  that.  ,  , 
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By  Mr.  Gamebon  : 
Q.  Did  not  the  Democrats  claim  last  fall  that  the  negroes  of  your 
«OQn^  had  entered  into  a  great  conspiracy  .to  rise  and  murder  the 
whitest — ^A.  They  were  trying  to  get  np  some  romors  of  that  kind. 

By  Mr.  SAULSBinEtY: 
Q.  There  were  mmors  to  that  effect  t — ^A.  Oh,  yes;  bnt  it  was  all  got- 
ten np  by  the  Democratic  party;  there  was  no  ground  for  any  sndi 
nunors. 

By  Mr.  Fbtb: 
Q.  There  was  no  such  danger! — A.  The  negroes  had  never  been  doing 
tfa»t.    They  had  been  doing  as  well  as  any  niggers  ever  did^  ever  since 
they  were  free  in  Oopiah  Oounty. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 
Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  there  were  rumors  to  that  effect  t — ^A.  Oh, 
yes;  I  heard  those  rumors.  They  would  have  it  that  Matthews  was  try- 
ing to  array  the  niggers  against  the  whites,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 
I  know  it  was  not  true.  I  have  heard  him  tell  the  niggers  too  often  from 
the  stump  and  in  private  conversation  that  if  it  ever  came  to  a  collis- 
ioD  of  races  they  would  find  him  with  the  whites.  I  have  heard  him 
tell  them  that  in  his  speeches,  and  have  heard  him  tell  it  to  them  in  con- 
versation. 

The  subcommittee  then  acUoumed  until  Tuesday  morning,  February 
19, 1884. 


New  Obleans,  La., 
Tuesday  J  Febrwiry  19, 1884. 
The  subcommittee  met  pursuant  to  a^oumment.    Present:  Messrs. 
Hoar  (chairman),  Cameron,  Frye,  Saulsbury,  and  Jonas. 
The  tilling  of  testimony  was  resumed  as  follows: 

E.  0.  WiLLiAHSON  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside! — Answer.  At  Hazlehurst,  Miss. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there! — A.  About  fifteen  yesm. 

Q.  Were  you  bom  in  Mississippi  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Bepublican  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  you  in  politics! — A.  A  Democrat. 

Q.  Were  you  mayor  of  Hazlehurst  last  year!— A.  I  was. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would,  in  your  own  ^fty^  state  to  the  committee  what 
distarbances,  if  any,  the  nature  of  them,  &c.,  you  saw  at  any  time  prior 
to  the  last  election  on  November  6. — A.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
could  say  positively  that  I  saw  any  disturbance;  1  do  not  know  it  of  my 
own  knowledge,  only  I  saw  a  lot  of  armed  men  who  came  into  town  on 
Monday  before  the  election  on  Tuesday. 

Q.  Mounted  and  armed! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Armed  with  what! — A.  Guns  and  pistols. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  of  them! — ^A.  When  they  came  into  town  they 
marched  around  one  square  and  then  back  to  the  court-house  and  halted 
in  fit)nt  of  the  court-house,  and  there  Major  Barksdale  made  a  speech. 

Q.  To  this  body  of  armed  men! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  others  who  were 
there  to  hear  it. 
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Q.  Did  these  men  have  their  arms  with  them  when  he  was  addressing 
themt — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Welly  after  thatf — A.  After  that  I  went  back  to  my  store  and 
place  of  business  and  remained  there  antil  dinner  time.  I  went  to  my 
dinner  and  came  back,  and  during  that  time,  after  the  speech,  I  noticed 
the  body  of  men  across  the  street,  over  on  the  other  side,  on  the  east 
side.  I  am  doing  business  on  the  west  side,  and  the  court-house  also  is 
on  tiie  west  side,  and  they  were  on  the  east  side,  in  front  of  Faler  & 
Go.'s  store.  After  that  the  company  disappeared  and  I  never  saw  them 
there  after  that 

Q.  Where  did  they  go,  out  of  town  f — A.  Yes,  sir  5  fliey  went  out  of 
town,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Were  you  there  on  Tuesday,  election  day  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the 
morning,  coming  from  home,  I  saw  as  many  as  three  or  four  men  with 
guns ;  on  the  day  of  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  polls  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  to  the  polls! — A.  I  suppose  it  was  2  or  3 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote,  at  the  poll  where  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed t— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  voted  on  the  west  side;  he  had  to  vote  on  the  east  side. 

Q.  Had  complaint  been  made  to  you,  as  mayor  prior  to  this  time,  of 
disturbances  going  on  around  in  the  country  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  frequently! — A.  Well,  officially,  only  once. 

Q.  Who  made  that  complaint!— A.  It  was  Dr.  H.  H.  Barlow  and  T. 
E.  Matthews  who  made  the  affidavit. 

Q.  They  made  an  affidavit  before  you  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  that! — A.  Well,  of  certain  parties  riding 
through  beat  3,  through  the  country,  and  disturbing  the  people  there 
and  their  families  by — I  believe  the  affidavit  charged  them  with  shoot- 
ing and  going  to  their  houses  at  night ;  I  think  that  was  the  nature  of 
the  affidavit. 

Q.  Did  they  desire  you  to  preserve  the  peace  and  have  them  arrested  t 
— ^A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  names  they  gave  you  ! — A.  I  don't  rec- 
ollect exactly,  somewhere  about  twenty-five  I  think. 

Q.  What  day  was  that! — ^A.  That  was  on  the  3d  of  November. 

Q.  Did  you  issue  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  those  men  ! — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it! — A.  I  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county. 

Q.  What  was  his  name! — ^A.  T.  J.  Hargrave. 

Q.  Did  he  arrest  those  men  and  return  them  before  you! — ^A.  I  do 
not  know  officially  whether  he  arrested  them  or  not  He  told  me  be 
had  arrested  the  most  of  them. 

Q.  Was  the  warrant  ever  returned  to  you! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  those  men  being  tried  anywhere! — ^A.  I  did 
not  try  them. 

Q.  Were  they  brought  before  you  at  all! — ^A*  I  was  informed  that 
some  of  the  parties  were  in  town  ready  for  trial,  and  I  declined  to  try 
them  from  the  fact  that  there  was  so  much  excitement.  That  was  on 
the  day  before  election,  the  5th,  I  believe.  We  had  the  election  on  the 
Htbj  and  this  was  on  Monday,  the  day  that  the  company  came  in;  and 
I  declined  to  hold  any  court  simply  because  there  was  so  much  excite- 
ment I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  do  so. 

Q.  You  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  hold  any  court! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  warrant  ever  returned  to  you!— A.  No,  sir,  the  warrant 
^as  not  returned. 
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Q.  What  effect  would  that  excitement  have  had  on  yonr  court  1 — A. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  could  Bay  what  effect  it  would  have  if  I  had  tried 
those  men. 

Q.  Were  there  large  numbers  of  these  men  armed  around  through  the 
town  f— A.  There  was  somewhere  between  100  and  150 ;  I  did  not  count 
them.    On  the  day  prior  to  the  election,  you  mean  T 

Q.  Yes.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  not  prudent  to  undertake  to  try 
any  of  the  men  "^ho  were  in  that  crowd  for  being  in  it,  was  itf — A» 
Well,  I  do  not  think  it  was. 

Q.  You  say  you  understood  that  these  men  were  in  town  and  ready 
for  trial  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were  in  town,  for  I  saw  them. 

Q.  Were  they  at  large! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  sheriff  ever  serve  the  warrant,  arrest  one  of  the  men,  and 
bring  the  man  so  arrested  into  your  presence! — A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not. 

Q.  He  simply  informed  you  that  the  men  were  in  town! — ^A.  Yes, 
6ir ;  and  also  told  me  that  some  of  them  were  under  bond  to  appear. 

Q.  Who  could  give  the  bonds ;  under  your  law  who  could  take  bond  t 
—A.  The  sheriff  had  a  right  to  take  an  appearanie  bond. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  return  any  of  the  bonds  to  you  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  place  to  make  the  return,  wasn't  itf — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Under  our  statute  the  law  requires  that  the  bond  and  the  writ  shall  be 
returned  into  court. 

Q.  Could  the  prisoner  be  admitted  to  bail  without  having  been  ar- 
raigned at  allf — A.  Well,  that  is  done. 

Q.  The  law  also  requires  that  the  bond  and*  the  prisoner  both  must 
be  returned  into  court  eventually. — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  That  has  not  been  done,  has  i£f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  young  Hart  brought  before  you  for  shooting  Burnet  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  was  in  this  armed  crowd! — ^A.  I 
don't  recollect. 

Q.  Let  me  see  if  I  can  refresh  your  memory.  It  has  been  testifled 
to  that  in  the  crowd  of  men  in  the  night  was  young  Hart,  a  Democratio 
printer.  Was  the  young  Hart  who  was  arrested  for  shooting  Burnet  a 
Democratic  printer  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  engaged  in  the  Signal  Office 
at  one  time. 

Q.  Now,  when  he  was  brought  before  you  for  shooting  Burnet,  what 
statement  did  he  make  about  his  defense  as  to  who  would  defend  himt 

The  Witness.  When  he  was  arraigned  t 

Mr.  Fbyb.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  My  recollection  is  that  when  I  arraigned  him  I  asked 
him  if  he  had  an  attorney,  and  his  reply  to  me  was,  '^The  Hazlehurst 
bar."    That  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  Did  the  Hazlehurst  bar  appear  in  his  defense  f — ^A.  I  think  that 
<mly  three  attorneys  appeared  in  his  defense. 

Q.  Who  were  they  f — ^A.  L.  B.  Harris  and  H.  0.  Oonn  were  the  prom- 
inent ones,  and  I  think  that  O.  S.  Dodds  was  one  of  the  lawyers. 

Q.  Was  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  there  f — A.  He  la 
the  gentleman,  J.  L.  Meade ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Meade  also  state  that  the  Hazlehurst  bar  would 
defend  this  man  t — A.  No,  sir;  if  ho  did,  I  did  not  hear  him. 

Q.  Were  there  several  other  Hazlehurst  bar  attorneys  there ! — ^A* 
Well,  they  were  in  and  out  of  the  court-room. 

Q.  Making  suggestions  occasionally. — A.  Not  to  the  court. 

Q.  I  mean  to  the  other  counsel  who  were  acting. — A.  I  could  not  sa} 
as  to  that. 
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Q.  Who  appeared  for  the  prosecation — ^the  Government  t— A.  CoL  J. 
B.  Jones. 

Q.  Is  he  a  lawyer  f — ^A*  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  The  result  of  that  was  the  binding  over  of  Hartt — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
to  appear  at  the  circuit  court. 

Q.  Mr.  Burnet  was  not  present,  was  het — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  then  sick  from  the  wound  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  in  bed  at 
the  time. 

Q.  Has  anything  ever  come  from  that  binding  over  that  you  know 
off — ^A.  I  have  been  told  that  the  grand  juiy  failed  to  find  a  bilL 

Q.  No  trial  has  ever  been  had  of  Hartf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  Were  you  called  before  the  grand  jury  in  that  caset — A.  No,  sir; 
I  was  not.  The  case  was  of  that  character  that  the  material  testimony 
was  required  to  be  taken  down,  and  I  submitted  that.  I  took  that  down 
in  the  investigationy  and  that  went  before  the  grand  jury. 

Q.  As  mayor  of  the  city,  or  as  an  individual  and  prominent  man  there 
tn  town^  have  you  no^  been  informed  of  a  series  of  outrages  going  on 
around  in  the  country  by  mounted  armed  menf — ^A.  I  have  heaid  at 
different  times  that  there  was  a  crowd  of  men  around  in  that  section 
of  the  country. 

Q.  Around  in  Beat  3  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Firing  guns  t — ^A.  That  was  the  report,  yes,  sir ;  and  visiting  dif- 
ferent houses. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  of  their  beating  and  killing  anybody  t — ^A.  Oh, 
yes  ;  I  heard  that. 

Q.  Were  there  not  common  rumors  for  a  week — several  days  before 
the  election— of  this  marauding  expedition  of  armed  men  on  horseback 
around  through  the  country  t — ^A.  Well,  for  some  days  before  the  elec- 
tion, yes,  sir. 

Q.  Day  and  night  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Buniet  make  affidavit  before  you  of  the  burning  of 
Daniel  Crump's  house  in  the  night  t — A.  I  don't  recollect  now  wheuier 
Burnet  made  the  affidavit  or  Daniel  Crump.    The  affidavit  was  made. 

Q.  Was  Burnet  attorney  for  Crump  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  about  thatf — A.  The  warrant  was  issued  and 
the  parties  arrested  and  brought  before  me  and  arraigned.  They  plead 
not  guilty,  and  they  asked  that  a  day  be  set  for  investigation,  and  gave 
the  names  of  the  witnesses.  I  issued  the  summons  for  the  witnesses 
and  placed  it  in  the  officer's  hands  for  them  to  be  summoned  to  appear 
on  a  certain  day  to  testify  in  the  case,  and  the  day  came  and  the  witr 
nesses  had  not  been  summoned,  owing  to  the  condition  of  afiGsurs  in  the 
county  and  the  excitement. 

Q.  Who  was  the  officer!— A.  S.  G.  Kent,  I  think;  he  was  the  con- 
stable. 

Q.  Wa«  anything  overdone  about  that  afterwards! — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
the  prosecutor,  Crump,  came  in  and  asked  permission  to  withdraw  the 
affidavit.  He  said  that  these  parties  had  asked  him  to  do  so,  and  pro- 
posed a  compromise,  and  wanted  to  withdraw  it,  and  preferred  to  do  so, 
and  did  not  want  to  prosecute  the  case ;  and  I  agreed  that  he  could  do 
it  if  he  wanted  to.    The  grand  jury  was  in  session. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  that  they  had  agreed  to  pay  for  his  house  t— A. 
He  did  not  say  it  in  that  language,  that  they  had  agreed  to  pay  for  the 
house ;  but  that  they  had  compromised  it  and  agreed  to  give  hun  some- 
thing for  what  he  had  lost. 

Q.  Who  was  the  complaint  made  against  t — ^A.  T.  J.  Norman,  jr.,  and 
Aleck  Little. 
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Q.  Democrats  I — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so ;  yes,  I  know  so. 

Q  Did  he  hare  others  unknown  t — A.  I  don't  recollect  now  whether 
ne  did  or  not. 

Q.  What  wflES  his  statement ;  that  they  came  there  in  the  night  timet 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Armed  f — A.  Yes  sir;  armed,  and  fired  into  the  house  and  set  his 
boose  on  fire  and  bnroed  it  np. 

Q.  Where  did  Crnmp  live  !— A.  In  Beat  2, 1  think. 

Q.  How  far  from  Hazlehurstf — A.  I  do  not  know  how  far  he  lives 
from  Hazleharst. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Miller  acting  district  attorney ;  was  he  elected  this  last 
timet— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was. 

Q.  Was  he  acting  for  these  men  who  were  charged  with  setting  fire 
to  Cramp^  hoasef — A.  When  Ommp  came  in  to  make  a  complaint,  he 
weDt  to  see  Mr.  Miller;  that  was  before  the  election;  and  Mr.  Miller 
(leclmed  to  take  the  case  then  as  he  was  busy  canvasning  and  conld  not 
give  it  his  attention,  but  told  him,  though,  that  after  the  election  he 
woold  prosecute  for  him. 

Q.  Did  you  consult  Miller,  as  Crump's  attorney,  as  to  what  disx>osition 
to  make  of  this  withdrawal  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  wont  to  Mr.  Miller,  and  he 
•  said  it  was  with  me;  that  Crump  had  a  right  to  withdraw  the  affidavit 
if  he  wanted  to,  and  I  had  right  to  turn  the  matter  over  to  the  grand 
jury,  let  him  withdraw  his  affidavit,  and  the  grand  jury  could  take  the 
case  up,  as  I  knew  it  could. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  said  about  the  danger  of  holding  court  be- 
caQ8e  of  the  excitement  in  town  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  was, 
tome. 

Q.  Was  it  impossible  for  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  to  preserve  the  peace  in 
jonr  town  at  that  time  of  excitementt — A.  Well,  I  deemed  it  so. 

Mr.  HoAB.  Deemed  it  howf 

The  Witness.  There  was  considerable  excitement. 

Mr.  Pbye.  What  do  you  mean  by  your  answer  t 

l^e  Witness.  I  understood  you  to  ask  the  question  if  I  thought  It 
was  impossible  to  keep  the  peace. 

Q.  I  did  ask  yon  if  it  was  impossible ;  what  did  you  say  ? — A.  I  said  I 
•leemed  it  so.  I  will  go  further ;  not  on  account  of  our  own  citizens  there, 
^)ecause  our  citizens,  the  citizens  of  the  town,  were  very  much  in  favor 
that  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  town  should  be  restored.  These  people 
vere  in  from  the  country,  not  town  people.  There  might  have  been  a 
few  coDoected  with  that  company  from  the  town,  and  1  think  was,  but 
our  towQ  people  as  a  general  thing  were  opposed  to  any  violence  or  dis- 
tarbauce. 

Q.  The  better  class  of  the  Democrats  in  Hazlehurst  did  not  counte- 
nance the  afiairf — A.  No,  sir. 

0-  VVell,  did  they  undertake  to  stop  it! — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  they  ])ledged 
'De  their  support;  after  the  first  of  the  excitement  they  pledged  me 
their  %opport. 

0*  What  was  done  to  stop  itf — A.  I  issued  a  proclamation  calling 
^poQ  the  i^cers  and  citizens  of  the  town  to  assist  in  seeing  that  law 
and  order  was  restored  again,  and  guaranteeing  to  the  citizens  peace 
^d  quiet  Captain  Hargrave  and  Colonel  Meade,  chairmen  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic executive  committecr — 

Q.  Well,  they  didn't  stop  it,  did  they! — ^A.  Yes,  ^m  that  time  on 
things  became  very  quiet. 

Q.  When  was  that!— A.  That  was  on  the  8th. 

Q.  That  was  after  the  election  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  After  Mr.  Matthews  and  these  colored  men  had  been  killed  and 
shot  intof — A.  It  was  after  the  election,  and  I  think  all  the  killing  was 
done  before  the  eletrtioii. 

Q.  So  that  these  Democratic  conservatcurs  of  the  peace  did  not  offer 
to  assist  you  to  keep  the  peace  until  after  the  election  had  terminated  t 
— ^A.  This  all  happened  after  the  election. 

Q.  Now,  how  long  have  yon  known  Mr.  Matthews,  who  was  killed  on 
that  election  day  t — A.  Ever  since  1869. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  he  f — A.  Well,  he  was  a  man  who  was 
regarded  as  a  very  clever  man,  personally  and  socially. 

Q.  Was  he  generous! — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  man  who  had  a  good  many 
friends  belonging  to  the  different  parties  in  the  county. 

Q.  Was  he  a  charitable  man  f — A.  Rather  so,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Social  in  his  habits. — A.  Yes,  sir;  outside  of  his  x>olitics  Mr. 
Matthews  was  very  well  liked ;  of  course  they  didn't  like  his  politics. 

Q.  He  was  a  very  earnest  Bepublican  I  suppose f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  aud 
he  was  very  ambitious  and  determined  to  carry  his  points  in  politics 
and  carry  his  party  through. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  of  his  speeches  during  this  canvass  t — A.  No, 
sir :  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  of  proi)erty! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  pretty  large  property  f — A.  Considered  so;  yes,  sir. 
'  Q.  A  good  many  outlying  farms? — A.  He  owned  a  good  deal  of  prop- 
erty. 

Q.  Seal  estate  you  meanf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuey: 

Q.  As  mayor  of  the  city  you  are  ex  officio  a  justice  of  the  peace t— A 
Yes,  sir 

Q.  How  far  does  your  jurisdiction  extend  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  T — 
A.  Beat  1,  the  jurisdiction  in  which  I  reside. 

Q.  Some  of  these  parties  against  whom  complaint  was  made  by 
Crump  were  not  residents  of  that  beat,  were  they  t 

Mr.  HoAE.  Do  you  mean  by  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction,  how  fax 
his  warrant  could  be  issued  to  arrest  a  i>erson  t 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  I  mean  his  jurisdiction. 

The  Witness.  It  applies  to  both  civil  and  criminal. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Could  you  issue  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  a  party 
in  another  beat  than  that  in  which  you  reside? — A.  I  could  issue  a  war- 
rant but  could  only  do  so  by  making  it  returnable  to  some  justice  of 
the  peace  in  that  beat.  I  could  issue  the  warrant,  but  could  not  sit 
and  try  the  case,  and  if  a  case  of  that  character  should  come  before  me 
they  might  pleaa  jurisdiction. 

Q.  You  state  that  in  regard  to  some  of  the  parties  warrants  were  is- 
sued at  the  instance  of  Crump.  Let  us  <M>me  to  the  warrant  issued  by 
Barlow  and  Matthews.  They  made  affidavits  against  some  25  meu  1 
nnderstood  you  to  sayt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  those  men  reside  in  beat  No.  If — A.  Some  of  them  did. 

Q.  Did  some  of  them  reside  outside  of  beat  No.  If — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  that  some  of  these  parties  were  in  town,  as  you  were 
informed,  on  Monday  preceding  the  election,  ready  for  trial  f — A.  Ywjs 
sir. 

Q.  When  was  that  warrant  issued,  at  what  time  in  the  day  or  night 
of  Saturday  preceding  that  time  f — A.  It  was  issued  about  8  o'clock  in 
the  evening  on  the  day  of  the  3d  of  November. 

Q.  The  affidavit  was  made  by  Barlow  and  Matthews  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And  apou  their  affidavit,  about  8  o'clock  ou  Saturday  night,  you 

A.  I  issued  the  warrant  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff. 

Q.  At  night  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  under  your  law,  could  these  parties  have  been  arrested  on 
the  Sabbath  day  f— A.  I  think  not;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Then  on  Sunday  following  the  issue 

Mr.  Pbyb.  Let  me  understand  that,  Mr.  Saulsbury.  Can't  a  man  be 
arrested  in  Mississippi  for  crime  on  Sunday  f 

Mr.  Saulsbuby  fto  the  witness].   What  were  those  parties  charged  * 
with,  with  a  felony  T— -A.  Some  of  them  were.    It  is  felony  going  to  a 
residence  and  firing  into  the  house,  or  setting  fire  to  houses  where 
parties  live. 

Q.  Well,  after  thinking  the  matter  over  on  Monday,  did  you  advise 
the  sheriff  not  to  arrest  those  parties,  any  of  them  ? — ^A.  Not  on  Mon- 
day. 

Q.  I  mean  at  any  time! — A.  Yes,  sir;  after  that.  I  will  state  that 
after  the  election  the  sheriff  and  I  had  a  conversation,  with  others,  and 
in  that  conversation  I  thought,  at  their  suggestion,  that  it  was  not  ad- 
visable to  have  those  parties  arraigned  and  tried,  and  I  agreed  that  ho 
should  not  arrest  the  parties  and  bring  them  before  me,  for  two  reasons. 
The  crime  was  charged  to  have  been  committed  in  beat  3  of  the 
conDty,  in  which  I  had  no  jurisdiction.  Next,  that  the  excitement  had 
prevailed  so  that  I  thought  best  not  to  try  them,  and  my  consenting,  I 
reckon,  is  the  reason  why  the  warrant  was  not  retunied  into  court. 

Q.  Could  yon  have  tried  those  parties,  they  residing  in  beat  3,  if 
they  had  been  arrested  and  brought  into  your  office,  under  the  laws  in 
your  county! — ^A.  I  could  not,  sir:  without  consent. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  that  it  is  not  a  question  of  where  the 
man  resides  which  determines  the  jurisdiction  of  this  man,  but  a  ques- 
tion of  where  the  offense  was  committed.  If  a  man  coming  from  beat 
3  had*come  over  into  this  man's  beat  and  committed  an  ofiense, 
then  he  could  issue  this  warrant  and  have  him  brought  before  him  with- 
out regard  to  his  residence.  Your  question  was,  could  Vou  have  tried 
a  man  who  resided  in  beat  3.  Now,  it  is  not  residence ;  it  is  where  the 
crime  was  committed. 

The  Witness.  The  crime  was  in  Beat  3;  the  burning  was  in  Beat  2, 
I  think;  I  will  not  be  positive.  . 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Then  the  offense  of  which  they  were  charged  occurred 
in  a  beat  different  from  that  in  which  you  had  jurisdiction  f — A.  It  did. 

Q.  And  you  therefore  had  no  power  to  try  the  case  if  the  parties  had 
been  brought  before  you  t — ^A.  I  had  not 

Q.  You  could  issue  your  warrant! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  make  it  return- 
able before  some  justice  of  the  i)eace  in  that  beat. 

Q.  Then  if  these  parties  had  been  arrested  by  Hargrave  and  brought 
into  your  office,  you  had  no  power,  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  have 
tried  them  on  the  offenses  chargea  f — ^A.  None,  I  think. 

By  Mr,  Pbyb  : 
Q.  They  would  have  been  obliged  to  plead  to  the  jurisdiction? — A.  K 
they  had  not  plead  jurisdiction  the  court's  duty  is  to  know  whether 
they  have  jurisdiction  or  not.  The  law  plainly  says  that  they  shall  have 
jonsdiction  only  in  the  beat  in  which  they  reside — only  have  jurisdiction 
in  that  beat.    But  by  consent  I  suppose  the  court  could  try  parties. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 
Q.  In  what  statute  or  code  is  that  law  found  defining  jurisdiction  t — 
A.  The  statute  of  1880. 
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By  Mr.  Saitlsbuky: 

Q.  In  view  of  this  fact,  that  yoa  could  not  try  the  parties,  yon  told 
the  sheriff  not  to  arrest  them  and  bring  them  before  you. 

Mr.  Fbte.  That  is  not  what  he  said. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Is  that  true;  some  of  the  parties f 

The  Witness.  Yes;  as  I  stated,  in  view  of  that  &ct  and  oneotlier 
fact,  that  I  not  having  jurisdiction,  and  then  advising  with  the  sheriff 
and  others,  thought  it  not  advisable  to  have  the  parties  brought  before 
me  and  tried. 

Mr.  Fbye.  On  account  of  the  excitement  you  said. 

The  Witness.  Yes;  on  account  of  the  excitement. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Mr.  Barlow,  and  which  Mr.  Matthews  made  this 
attidavitf 

The  Witness.  Mr.  T.  E.  Matthews. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  namet — ^A.  Erastus  is  one  of  the  names,  bat  I 
don't  know  what  the  ^<  T  "  is  for. 

Q.  Was  Print  Matthews  present  in  your  office  at  the  time  these  affi- 
davits were  madef — ^A.  I  had  gone  to  supper,  and  when  I  returned  to 
the  store,  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews,  Dr.  Barlow,  T.  E.  Matthews,  and  Mr. 
Burnet  were  at  my  desk,  and  Burnet  was  writing  the  affidavit,  had  very 
nearly  finished,  I  think,  and  after  he  had  written  it,  the  parties  signed 
it,  and  I'qualified  them.  J.  T.  Matthews  was  present  at  that  time,  and 
I  suppose  all  the  time  during  the  time  that  was  being  written. 

Q.  Who  were  the  parties  included  in  the  affidavit ;  do  you  remember 
all  th^r  names! — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  Bas  Wheeler  one  of  the  parties  included  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  coming  to  the  arrest  of  the  man  Hart,  Hart  was  arrested  for 
shooting  Burnet. — ^A.  He  was. 

Q.  And  appeared  before  you. — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  held  by  you  for  his  appearance  at  court  t — ^A.  He  was. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  bond  which  he  gavet — A.  One  thoas- 
and  dollars. 

Q.  You  took  his  bond  for  a  thousand  dollars  for  his  appearance  at 
court  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  try  Hart  upon  that  evidence  yourself  but  committed 
it  to  the  court? — A.  I  investigated  the  case.  I  was  four  days  investi- 
gating the  case,  and,  as  I  stated  to  the  committee,  sent  the  record  to 
the  court. 

Q.  Had  you  or  not  any  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  even  holding 
Hart  to  bail  for  the  alleged  offense  after  examining  the  evidence  in  the 
matter  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did.  As  1  remarked,  after  we  were 
through  with  the  testimony.  I  considered  that  it  was  a  case  in  which  I 
was  not  satisfied  to  turn  Hart  loose,  and  that  it  was  a  matter  that  I 
thought  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  ou^t  to  investigate.  There  wa^ 
some  tolerably  strong  evidence  against  Hart,  and  I  thought  it  was  my 
duty,  and  did  not  hesitate  in  binding  him  over  to  court 

•  By  Mr.  Frye  : 
Q.  Mr.  Burnet,  the  man  shot,  was  not  a  witness  before  you,  was  het-^ 
A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  SAtnLSBUET : 

Q.  Who  are  the  prominent  lawyers  of  your  town  f — A.  B.  K.  Miller, 
L.  B.  HaiTis,  G.  S.  Dodds,  J.  9.  Sexton,  H.  B.JHayes,  sr.,  and  H.  0.  Conn. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  lawyers  appeared  for  Hart  in  the  proceedings 
against  him  for  shooting  Burnet  ? 
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The  Witness.  How  many  in  all  t 
Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Yes. 
The  Witness.  Three. 

Q.  Then  the  whole  bar  did  not  appear  t— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Three  counsel  which  Hart  had  retained,  I  suppose,  appeared! — ^A. 
Only  three  attorneys  appeared  in  the  defense  of  Hart. 
Q.  Who  werethey  t— A.  L.  B.  Harris,  H.  G.  Gonn,  an^J.  L.  Meade. 

By  Mr.  Pb  ye  : 

Q.  Meade,  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  One  of  these  lawyers  who  appeared  also  had  a  partneryon  have 
named  as  one  of  the  principal  lawyers,  didn't  he  t — ^A.  L.  B.  Harris,  he 
bad  a  partner. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Harris  appear  before  you  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Harris  and  Dodds  were  partners  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Kow,  in  the  complaint  which  Grump  made  about  the  burning  of 
his  bouse,  did  he  charge  that  that  burning  was  from  politics  at  all  t — 
A.  No^sir,  not  altB)sether. 

Q.  What  reason  did  he  suppose  there  existed  for  the  burning  of  his 
bouse  f — A.  He  talked  to  me  a  good  deal  about  it,  and  his  reasons  were 
these;  that  he  was  having  a  hLwsuit  with  Little  &  Norman,  and  that 
bis  attorneys  had  told  him  that  he  would  win  the  lawsuit,  and  these 
parties  did  not  like  it,  and  to  scare  him,  get  rid  of  him,  they  went  there, 
as  be  supposed,  to  kill  him  and  get  rid  of  him  in  that  way. 

Q.  He  attributes  then  the  boming  of  his  house  and  the  attack  they 
made  upon  him  to  a  personal  difficulty  in  a  lawsuit  with  certain  i>arties 
there  f— A.  Ye^  sir,  mostly.  But  he  mentioned  that  politics  might  have 
had  something  to  do  with  it.  But  he  attributed  it  mostly  to  this  personal 
matter  between  him  and  these  two  parties,  Mr.  Little  and  Mr.  Norman. 

Q.  Who  were  Crump's  lawyers  in  that  civil  suit  t — A.  Mr.  Sexton 
uid  Mr.  Miller. 

Q.  Are  they  both  Democrats!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  the  counsel  for  Crump  in  his  suit  between  these  parties 
aod  himself  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  conversation  between  Mr.  Meade  and  Mr. 
Print  Matthews,  in  which  Meade  assured  Mr.  Matthews  that  he  would 
interfere  personally  for  his  protection  at  all  times  whenever  it  was  nec- 
essary f— A.  His  family's  protection — ^yes,  sir,  at  the  house.  I  will  just 
state  about  that.  Mr.  Matthews  had  said  something  about  this  com- 
pany of  men  coming  to  Hazlehurst  It  had  been  reported  there  that 
if  they  came  tiiey  were  coming  to  kill  Matthews,  and  maybe  some  more 
of  tbem.  And  he  was  speaking  about  it  and  Colonel  Meade  told  him 
that  if  uiybody,  any  set  of  men,  went  to  his  house  to  interfere,  or  to 
scare  his  family  in  any  way.  that  he  for  one  would  go  there  and  take 
sides  with  him  and  fight  witn  him ;  that  he  would  see  that  they  should 
not  go  there;  that  they  should  not  interfere  with  him  and  his  family; 
that  th^  was  not  what  he  was  after,  or  what  they  were  after,  and  he 
was  satisfied  that  they  would  not  go  to  his  house,  as  it  had  been  re- 
ported that  they  were  coming  there,  and  he  told  them  that  he  would  see 
that  they  did  not  go,  and  if  tiiey  did,  he  would  go  there  and  take  sides 
with  him. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  expression  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Matthews  of  his 
oonfldence  in  the  assistance,  if  necessary,  of  Mr.  Meade  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
be  expressed  himself  in  my  store,  and  said  that  Meade  had  told  him 
this,  and  he  believed  that  Colonel  Meade  meant  just  what  he  said. 
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By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Q.  And  oonid  control  them  so  that  they  should  not  go  to  his  hooset 
*— -A.  No,  sir^  he  did  not  say  he  could  control  them. 

Q.  You  said  on  your  cross-examination  that  Mctftde  told  him  that  thi8 
mob  should  not  go  to  bis  house  or  interfere  with  his  family  t 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  The  expression  was,  I  think,  that  if  they  went  there 
that  he  woul^o  there  and  figbt  with  him. 

The  WiTNra^.  Yes,  that  was  the  expression* 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Sheriff  Hargrave  undertook  to  control  and 
quiet  these  people  and  prevent  any  outr^e  at  all  in  townf — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  only  what  be  told  me.    He  told  me  he  would  assist  me  in  restor- 
ing law  and  order  in  the  town. 

By  Mr.  Fe YE: 
Q.  That  was  after  the  election t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  a  little  fiist  there. 
I  do  know;  I  know  that  the  day  that  company  come  into  town  he  told 
me  that  he  was  going  out  to  meet  the  company  and  he  wont,  and  that 
his  object  was  to  go  oat  there  and  prevail  on  them  n  tbey  would  come 
into  town  to  come  in  quietly.  I  did  not  leave  the  town  at  all  during  any 
of  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 
Q.  Do  you  know  who  Hargrave  carried  with  him,  and  the  character 
of  tbe  men  he  carried  with  him  when  he  went  out  to  meet  these  men 
that  were  coming  into  townt — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  carried  any. 

By  the  Ghaibkan: 

Q.  you  say  that  Meade  told  Mr.  Matthews  in  your  hearing  that  be 
did  not  think  the  mob,  this  company  of  men,  would  attack  his  fomily 
or  disturb  them;  that  that  was  not  what  they  were  after.  Did  he  say 
what  they  were  after! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  t — A.  Well,  Mr.  Matthews  was  complaining  to  him  aboat 
what  he  had  heard,  that  they  were  coming  in  there  to  interiere  with  bim 
to  kill  bim. 

Q.  To  kill  himf — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  thought  after  they  cmne  there 
that  tbey  might  kill  bim  and  all  of  bis  family. 

Q.  And  did  Mr.  Meade  say  that  if  they  undertook  to  attack  his  fam- 
ily  1— A.  His  reply  to  Mr.  Matthews  was,  that  if  Ibey  undertook  to 

do  tbat,  he  would  take  sides  with  Matthews. 

Q.  Did  you  know  at  the  time  of  Sheriff  Hargrave  offering  to  depu- 
tize Print  Matthews  to  put  down  that  mob! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  of  it! — ^A.  I  got  it  ftom  Captain  Hargrave,  I 
think,  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  believe,  when  he  told  you,  tbat  that  offer  was  in  good 
faith? — A.  He  explained  himself  in  this  way 

Q.  I  should  like  to  know  what  his  explanation  was  ? — A.  That  it  was 
late  at  night,  and  he  did  not  have  any  one  that  he  could  get  to  send, 
and  tbat  Mr.  Matthews  was  very  much  interested  in  bis  stopping  these 
disturbances,  and  was  speaking  about  it,  and  tbat  wan  tbe  reason  why 
he  proposed  to  deputize  Matthews. 

Q.  To  put  down  tbat  mob  of  150  men,  whom  Matthews  tbought  was 
going  to  kill  him.    That  was  at  night,  was  it  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  at  night 

Q.  Then  1  will  return  to  my  question,  if  you  believe<l  tbat  that  offer 
was  in  good  faith? — A.  Well,  I  would  say  tbat  I  think  tbat  Captain 
Hargrave  did  not  mean  to  have  him  appointed  solely  to  be  murdered. 
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Q.  Let  me  repeat  iny  qaestioD  once  more,  Mr.  Mayor.  Did  you  be- 
lieve that  offer  was  in  good  faith  t — ^A.  Well,  I  could  not  answer  the 
qaestion;  that  would  only  be  a  supposition,  and  I  could  not  answer  it. 

The  Chairman.  I  will  not  compel  you  to  answer  it. 

By  Mr.  Saulsburt: 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  Hargrave:  is  it  that  of  an  upright, 
peaceable,  quite,  and  harmless  man  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  who  favors  the  violation  of  law  and  order  in  the  com- 
mnaity  in  which  he  lives  f-^A.  I  do  not  think  he  is. 

Q.  Have  you  the  least  suspicion  that  when  he  offered  Matthews  to 
deputize  him  that  he  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  murder  of 
Mattbewsf— A.  I  have  no  idea  that  he  did  that. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  the  result  of  the  pressure  that  Matthews  was  making 
upon  him  that  he  did  that,  and  perhaps  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
Matthews  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  have  those  arrests  made 
that  night T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  was  the  prime  cause  of  it;  that 
he  was  urging  Captain  Hargrave  to  send  a  lot  of  men  after  those  people^ 
aod  it  was  not  Captain  Hargrave's  original  idea  in  deputizing  Mat- 
thews; somebody  else  suggested  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Who  suggested  itt — A.  I  forget  who  it  was.   ' 

Q.  Mr.  Mei^et— A.  No,  sir;  1  do  not  think  it  was  him;  I  will  not 
be  positive. 

Q.  Was  it  some  other  Democrat  or  Bepublicant — ^A.  A  Democrat. 

Q.  Some  other  Democrat  suggested  thatt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  some  one 
suggested  it.  Mr.  Matthews  was  very  earnest  in  having  warrants  ex- 
ecQted,  and  it  being  late  at  night,  Captain  Hargrave  not  having  any 
deputies  or  any  one  that  he  could  send,  he,  at  the  suggestion  of  some 
ODe,  proposed  to  deputize  Mr.  Matthews. . 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 
Q.  Were  you  present  when  that  suggestion  was  madet — ^A.  No,  sir^ 
I  stated  that  that  was  what  Hargrave  had  told  me. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Did  any  i>erson  among  these  authorities  before  the  election  make 
any  speeches  or  give  any  assurances  to  their  Democratic  associates  urg- 
ing them  or  directing  them  by  authority  to  abstain  from  anything  which 
should  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  the  election,  to  your  knowledge  f 
if  so,  whatt — ^A.  I  do  not  understand  your  question. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  any  Democrat  in  that  community  to  your  knowledge 
made  any  appeal  to  his  Democratic  associates,  or  exerted  any  oflQcial  au- 
thority, to  secure  a  firee  and  fair  election  without  intimidation  f  ^  A.  No, 
sir:  I  think  not. 

Q.  Now  I  want  to  ask  you  about  the  matter  of  jurisdiction  in  Mis- 
sissippi The  circuit  court  has  jurisdiction  for  the  county,  has  it  nott 
—A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  is  not  your  jurisdiction  coextensive  with  that  of  the  circuit 
coartt— A.  So  £eiir  as  the  beat  in  which  I  reside  is  concerned. 

Q.  But  so  &r  as  the  entire  county  is  concerned — I  am  speaking  of  the 
territory!— A.  No,  sir;  under  our  statute  I  am  only  a  peace  officer  for  the 
county,  and  that  only  where  a  matter  happens  in  my  presence.  I  have 
no  right  to  tsike  cognizance  of  anything  outside  of  my  beat  except  where 
it  happens  in  my  presence. 

Q.  But  suppose  a  person,  either  dwelling  in  your  beat  or  not,  comea 
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witliin  yonr  beat  and  commits  a  breach  of  the  peace  or  other  offence,  and 
then  goes  out  of  it  into  some  other  part  of  the  conuf>';  haven't  yoa  aa- 
thority  to  issue  a  warrant  and  arrest  him  and  brine:  him  befoie  you  for 
trial! — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  try  him  for  the  offense  if  it  is  committed  in  the 
beat  in  which  I  have  jurisdiction. 

Q.  So  that  the  question  of  the  residence  of  the  party  does  not  affect 
yonr  jurisdiction  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  only  the  question  of  the  locality  of  the  offense  f — A.  That  is 
aU. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  nnderstan  d.  Now  suppose  t  he  offense  be  committed 
in  another  part  of  the  county,  are  you  not  authorized  to  issne  a  warraDt 
for  the  apprehension  of  the  offender  to  l>e  heard  and  tried,  however, 
before  some  other  justice — before  a  magintrate  in  the  ]ilace  where  tbe 
offense  was  committed! — A.  Yes,  sir;  i  have  a  right,  on  an  affidavit, 
to  issue  the  warrant  returnable  before  a  justice  of  the  iieace  of  the  beat 
in  which  the  offense  was  committetl,  as  I  said  before. 

Q.  If  the  person  is  brought  in  before  you  and  claims  that  the  offense 
was  in  another  jurisdiction,  he  has  got  to  plead  it,  has  he  not,  under 
yonr  practice! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  have  jurisdiction  unless  the  defendant  pleads  that  the 
locality  of  the  offense  was  elsewhere  ! — A.  Well,  if  the  court  is  cognizant 
of  the  fact  that  it  has  no  jurisdiction,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  do 
that  without  jurisdiction. 

Q.  Now  I  will  come  back  to  the  question  which  I  think  I  have  put  to 
you  that  Hargrave,  the  sheriff,  told  Mr.  Print  Matthews  that  that  was 
not  what  they  were  alter.  Did  he  in  any  way  state,  either  to  him  or  to 
you,  or  state  to  anybody  in  your  hearing,  what  he  thought  it  was  that 
they  were  after! 

The  Witness.  You  refer  to  Colonel  Meade! 

The  Ghaibman.  Yes;  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Meade. 

The  Witness.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  they  were  after,  if  you  had  any  means 
of  knowing! — A.  My  understanding  was  that  they  intended  to  carry 
the  election. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  In  referring  to  the  affidavits  that  were  made,  and  the  issuing  of 
the  warrant  in  the  cases  where  Barlow  and  Matthews  had  made  affi- 
davits against  some  25  men,  you  say  that  the  offenses  that  were  com- 
mitted in  beat  3  you  could  not  have  tried.  Was  your  summons  issned 
returnable  to  yourself  or  returnable  to  some  magistrate  in  beat  3!— A. 
Beturnable  to  myself. 

Q.  Then  they  were  not  issued  returnable  in  beat  3! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Subsequently  to  that  you  were  reminded,  or  upon  reflection  con- 
sidered, that  the  cases  would  not  have  been  cognizable  before  yon  if 
the  return  had  been  made  and  the  parties  appeiu^  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  hence  it  was  that  you  advised  Hargrave  not  to  arrest  the 
parties  upon  those  warrants! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Because  yon  could  not  have  tried  them  if  they  had  been  brought 
before  you! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  have  tried  them,  because  the 
offense  was  committed  in  a  different  beat  fix)m  that  in  which  I  bad  ja- 
risdiction. 

By  Mr.  Oamebon: 
Q.  Didn't  you  know  that  that  was  the  law  when  you  issued  the  war- 
rant!— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Then  why  did  jon  issue  itt — A.  I  did.it  hurriedly  and  nntbought- 
edly.  I  had  a  right  tx)  issue  the  warrant,  and  should  have  issued  the 
warrant  returnable  before  the  justioe  of  the  peace  in  that  beat,  but  did 
not  do  it. 

By  the  Ohaibman: 

Q.  When  you  thought  of  this  difficulty  why  didn't  you  issue  a  new 
warrant  properly  returnable  t — A.  An  alias  t 

Q.  No,  not  an  alias;  a  warrant  returnable  before  a  iustice  in  that 
X^eaL  The  complaint  was  rightfully  made  to  you,  wasn't  itt^A.  Yes, 
sir:  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  at  the  suggestion 

Q.  Just  answer  this.  You  had  jurisdiction  to  receive  the  complaint, 
it  bdng  an  offense  in  the  county  of  Oopiah,  hadn't  yout — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
think  so. 

Q.  And  the  only  error  was  that  having  received  a  complaint  prop- 
erly cognizable  by  you,  you  made  the  warrant  returnable  that  you 
issued,  before  yoursdf,  and  not  before  a  justioe  in  beat  3;  that  was  the 
defectf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  defect  could  only  have  been  availed  of  by  the  defendant  by 
his  pleading  it,  unless  (which  I  think  was  very  proper)  the  magistrate 
himself,  seeine  the  difficulty,  concluded  not  to  hear  the  case,  as  I  under- 
staod  yon.  Now,  why  didnt  you  then,  having  the  complaint  before 
joa,  issue  a  new  warrant  returnable  before  another  magistrate  in  beat 
3t— A.  Well,  that  didn't  suggest  itself  to  my  miud,  and,  as  I  said  be 
fore,  in  a  oonversation  with  Hargrave  and  others,  with  their  advice  and 
using  my  judgment  in  the  matter,  I  thought  it  was  advisable  not  to  in- 
terfere with  it  any  farther. 

Q.  You  thought  it  advisable  that  that  offense  should  not  be  trie<l, 
didn't  you,  by  anybody  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  because  the  grand  jury  was  sit- 
ting and  they  cocQd  have  taken  cognizance  of  it. 

Q.  But  you  went  further  than  that.  Didn't  you  think  it  advisable 
that  that  offense  should  not  be  tried  by  anybody  t — ^A.  I  did  not  think 
it  advisable  that  it  should  not  be  tried  by  anybody;  I  think  the  law 
ought  to  be  enforced  against  all  violators. 

Q.  Hadn't  yon  a  right  to  issue  your  warrants  and  bind  the  man  over 
to  appear  before  the  grand  jury  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  hadn't  that  rightt — A.  No.  sir;  except  where  a  party  is  ar- 
raigned and  waives  examination  or  lor  an  offense  committed  in  my 
presence.    The  law  provides  there  I  shall  arrest  myselfl 

Q.  What  was  tiie  precise  nature  of  the  charge  t — ^A.  My  recollection 
hi  that  they  charged  them  with  going  ftom  house  to  house ;  breaking 
open  houses,  firing  into  houses,  and  other  disturbances. 

Q.  That,  involved  a  felony  f — ^A.  In  some  of  the  cases ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  one  of  tiie  principal  citizens  of  that  county,  have  you  ever 
done  anythins:  to  bring  these  offenders  to  justice,  beyond  what  has 
been  stateii  f — A.  Nothing. 

Q.  And  are  you  aware  that  they  have  been  tried  or  indicted  by  any- 
body T— A.  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  been  indicted  or  tried  by 
anyone. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuey: 

Q.  You  sent  the  testimony  that  was  taken  before  you  at  the  time  the 
affidavits  were  made,  to  the  grand  jury,  as  I  understood  you  t — ^A.  Ko, 
sir. 

Q.  That  was  in  Hart's  case,  then  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  1  want  to  ask  you  if  any  of  your  proceedings  in  connection  with 
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these  matters  was  for  the  parpose  of  aiding  or  preventing  these  parties 
from  being  brought  to  punishment  for  any  violation  of  the  law;  whether 
you  sought  to  protect  and  shield  these  parties  by  anything  tiiat  yea 
did  f — A.  Not  at  all ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  believed  that  all  of- 
fenders against  the  law  ought  to  be  brought  to  trial  and  punishmentt— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now.  I  ask  you  another  question.  You  are  a  citizen  of  that  county 
and  have  lived  there  most  of  your  life,  or  a  long  timet — ^A.  Yes,  Bir; 
for  fifteen  years. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  of  you  if  it  is  your  opinion  that  the  great  body  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  that  county  are  in  favor  of  lawlessness  and  vio- 
lations of  law  and  order  iu  your  community  t — A.  They  are  not 

Q.  The  better  i)ortion  and  the  large  proportion  of  the  people  of  that 
county  are  in  favor  of  protection  of  the  rights  of  everybody,  are  they  t— 
A.  I  think  so;  that  is  my  experience  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes  there. 

Q.  There  are  in  that  community  I  suppose,  as  in  every  other  comma- 
nity,  lawless  men  who  are  not  governed  by  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
community  in  which  they  reside,  is  that  truet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  the  great  body  of  the  Democratic  party  of  that  county,  you 
say,  are  in  favor  of  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  everybody! 

The  Chairman.  He  didn't  say  that.  I  understood  him  to  say  the 
larger  portion  of  the  people  of  that  county  who,  we  think,  are  Eepabti- 
cans. 

Mr.  Saulbbuby.  I  put  the  question  to  him,  and  I  will  repeat  it; 
whether  the  great  body,  tiie  large  majority,  of  the  Democratic  voters  of 
Copiah  County  are  not  in  favor  of  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  in 
that  community  t — A.  I  think  so»  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  think  that  the  large  mcyority  of  the  Demo- 
cratic voters  of  thi^t  county  are  in  favor  of  bringing  these  offenders  to 
trial  and  punishmentt — ^A.  Well,  I  did  not  say  that. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  ask  youf — A.  These  offenders  that  are  ohargedT 
I  did  not  say  that. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  if  Mr.  Erastus  Wheeler  determined  beforehand 
to  kill  Mr.  Matthews,  and  killed  him  (I  dont  ask  you  whether  you  think 
he  did  or  not),  but  whether  if  he  did,  and  supposing  it  to  be  true  that 
this  man  determined  beforehand  to  kill  Print  Matthews,  and  killed  him^ 
do  you  think  a  large  majority  of  tiie  Democratic  voters  of  that  county 
are  in  favor  of  having  him  tried  and  punished  for  it  according  to  btwt-- 
A.  Well,  I  think  so,  sir.  I  would  like  in  addition  to  that  answer  to  say 
this:  That  prior  to  the  election  and  the  day  of  the  killing  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews I,  for  one,  had  not  heard  any  one  threaten  to  kill  anybody^  and 
had  not  the  least  suspicion  that  Mr.  Matthews  would  have  been  killed, 
and  was  very  much  surprised  at  it. 

Q.  You  knew  that  Matthews  was  expecting  that  the  crowd  of  people 
would  kill  him  f — ^A.  I  heard  him  say  that  he  expected  to  be  killed. 

Q.  And  Bas  Wheeler,  who  did  kill  him,  was  one  of  that  crowd,  yoa 
understood,  didn't  you;  one  of  the  160 1 — ^A.  Yes;  that  is  my  unde^ 
standing. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  I  want  to  ask  yon  whether  Bas  Wheeler  is  not  under  bail  now  to 
appear  before  the  next  term  of  the  criminal  court  for  trial  for  this  of- 
fense t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  much  is  the  bail! — ^A.  Five  thoasand  doUas. 

Q.  Is  it  a  good  bail,  signed  by  responsible  citizens f-— A.  Yes;  the 
justice  of  the  peace  whom  be  was  arraigned  before  told  me  he  put  him 
ander  a  bond  of  $5,000,  and  that  there  were  three  soreties,  and  those 
sureties  were  as  responsible  men  as  there  are  in  oar  town. 

Q.  Has  there  been  a  term  of  court  held  since  he  has  been  held  to 
bail!— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  bond  then  is  awaiting  the  first  term  of  that  court  at  which 
he  could  be  tried  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir  ]  that  is  in  April  next. 

By  theCHAiBHAN: 

Q.  Is  murder  a  bailable  offense  in  your  State  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  investigation  or  examination  of  witnesses  of  this 
killing  of  Mr.  Matthews! — A.  The  examination  was  waived. 

Q.  So  that  the  man  has  been  put  on  a  bail  of  t5,000  for  the  offense 
of  which  we  have  heard  a  description,  without  any  examination  what- 
ever, murder  not  being  a  bailable  offense  t 

Mr.  Jonas.  I  object.  [To  the  stenographer.]  Are  you  recording 
these  speeches  or  statements!    I  don't  think  they  ought  to  go  down. 

The  Chaibman.  It  is  calling  his  attention  to  what  is  the  result  of 
his  testimony.  He  may  assent  or  dissent  if  he  pleases.  It  is  not  a 
speech  or  statement,  it  seems  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Oamebon. 

Q.  When  was  Mr.  Matthews  killed  t — A.  On  Tuesday  morning,  the 
day  of  the  election. 

Q.  That  was  the  6th  of  November,  wasn't  it! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  grand  jury  in  session  at  that  timet — A.  After  that ;  they 
coDvened  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  after  the  election ;  they  had  ad- 
journed court  after  the  election,  and  the  grand  jury  and  court  convened 
on  Wednesday  after  the  election. 

Q.  And  how  long  did  the  grand  jury  continue  in  session  after  that  f — 
A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  About  how  long! — ^A.  I  would  say  a  week;  I  will  correct  thatj  I 
think  the  grand  jury  had  a^oumed,  and  that  Judge  Wharton  came 
hack  oDly  to  hear  some  cases  that  were  set  for  certain  days  after  the 
grand  jury  had  adjourned,  and  that  the  grand  jury  was  not  in  session 
after  the  election. 

Q.  Then  yoa  now  swear  that  the  grand  jury  has  not  been  in  session 
In  Copiah  Coonty  since  the  6th  day  of  November  last  t — ^A.  That  is  my 
recollection* 

HsNBT  Edwabbs  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
ByMr.  Fbyb: 

Question.  How  old  are  youf — Answer.  I  am  about  twenty-eight  or 
twenty-nine  years  old. 

Q.  Live  in  Gopiah  County  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  partt — ^A.  I  live  in  beat  3.  I  don't  exactly  know  what 
precinct  I  live  in. 

Q.  Did  you  live  in  beat  3  before  the  last  election? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
li^'Bd  in  Claiborne  County. 

Q  I  mean  during  the  month  of  October,  before  the  election,  did  you 
live  in  beat  3  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  lived  in  that  beat  the  whole  year. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  mounted  or  armed  men  traveling  around 
through  beat  3 1— A.  Yes,  sir. 
1663  CONG— CO 10 
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Q.  Tell  the  oommittee  what  yoa  saw.— A.  There  was  Ave  came  in  my 
house. 

Q.  Whent — ^A.  On  Sunday  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  What  timet — ^A.  It  was,  as  near  as  I  can  come  at  it,  abont  an  hoar 
before  midnight. 

Q.  Were  they  armed! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  have  horses  outside! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  do!— A.  When  they  lirs.t  came  up  they  hailed  at 
the  door  and  told  me  to  open  the  door,  and  I  got  up  and  opened  the 
door,  and  they  told  me  to  make  up  a  light,  and  I  did  it;  and  they  asked 
me  ^<what  about  the  election,"  and  what  was  I  going  to  do  about  it, 
and  I  told  them.  And  one  man  presented  his  pistol  in  my  &ce,  tolera- 
bly close  to  my  face,  and  told  me  that  I  had  to  vote  as  he  said  to  vote. 
He  asked  me  did  I  know  him.  I  told  him  I  didn't,  and  he  asked  me 
who  was  I  going  to  vote  for,  and  if  I  was  going  to  vote,  and  I  went  to 
try  to  tell  him  and  he  cut  me  off  and  presented  his  pistol  in  my  faoe 
again,  and  told  me,  <<  Gk>d  damn  you,  you  have  got  to  vote  like  I  tell 
you  to  vote ;  you  God  damned  niggers  has  been  running  over  the  white 
people  here,  and  you  have  been  trying  to  take  our  country,  and  this  is 
our  country  and  we  are  going  to  protect  it.''  He  says,  ^'Do  you  know 
me!"  I  says,  ^<  I  don't;  no,  sir :  it  appears  to  me  I  have  seen  you  before." 
'^No,  God  damn  you,  you  don't  know  me;  I  am  fix)m  the  frontiers  of 
Texas;  I  am  here  to  take  Copiah  County,  and  we  are  going  to  protect 
it."  And  he  asked  me  was  I  going  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  I 
replied  to  him,  <^  Yes,  sir,"  and  be  asked  me  was  I  going  to  the  election. 
After  he  asked  me  that  I  told  him  yes,  I  expected  I  would  go.  <<Are 
you  going  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  sir!"  I  never  said  anything. 
He  presented  his  pistol  on  me,  and  asked  me  was  I  going  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket,  again.  I  replied  to  him  <'  Yes,  sir  " — no,  I  didnt  reply 
to  him,  <^  Yes,  sir,"  and  he  called  for  a  rope,  and  they  throwed  a  rope  in 
the  house,  and  he  called  for  it  a  second  time  before  they  throwed  it  in, 
and  they  put  it  around  my  neck,  and  pulled  it  up  against  my  neck,  and 
sort  of  tightened  it,  and  asked  me  if  I  was  going  to  vote  the  Democratio 
ticket.  I  said  <^  Yes,  I  expect  I  am  going  to  vote  it."  Then  he  said, 
^^  You  have  got  to  come  right  out  plain."  I  said  I  couldn't  come  out  aDj 
plainer  than  I  had ;  I  said  ^^  Yes,  I  would  vote  it,"  and  he  sort  of  choked 
me ;  and  there  was  one  standing  on  my  right  side  and  he  came  up  after 
this  fellow  cocked  the  pistol  on  me,  and  came  around  in  fi:t>nt  of  me 
with  a  double-barreled  shotgun  in  his  hands  and  a  pistol  sticking  in 
his  coat  pocket,  and  asked  me  did  I  know  what  I  promised  to  do.  I 
told  him  yes,  and  this  first  fellow  that  came,  then  he  stepped  back  and 
asked  me  whose  place  I  was  living  on,  and  I  told  him  Mr.  Smith's  place. 
He  asked  me  how  I  was  going  to  prove  that  I  would  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  I  told  him  I  would  prove  it  by  all  that  was  there  if  I  got 
to  vote,  and  he  took  out  his  handkerchief  and  said  when  I  went  np  to 
vote  I  might  show  Smith  the  ticket,  and  hold  it  open ;  that  they  didnt 
want  any  folded  tickets  that  day.  I  said  I  would  do  it  This  fellow 
standing  on  the  side  of  me  with  a  double-barreled  shotgun  and  pistol 
came  out  in  front  of  me  and  said,  ^^S'ow  do  you  know  what  yon  promised 
to  do  !"  I  said,  '^  Yes.  sir."  He  said,  ^' You  promise  to  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  do  you!''  I  says,  *'Yes."  He  said,  "You  will  do  that  or 
not  go  to  the  polls."  I  said,  "Yes,  sir."  He  says,  "Now  you  remember 
that  there  is  a  hereafter  to  this  thing,  and  if  you  go  there  and  vote  any 
other  way  we  will  attend  to  you,  we  will  come  down  to  see  you  on  Wed- 
nesday night;  we  will  be  certain  not  to  miss  you.  Do  you  hear  me, 
sir!"    I  said,  "Yes,  sir."    And  they  all  went  out  then. 
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Q.  How  many  were  there  t — A.  I  don't  know  how  many  there  was 
out  of  doors;  they  talked  like  there  was  a  large  quantity  of  them — 
like  there  was  about  thirty-five  or  forty  of  them. 

Q.  Only  four  or  five  came  into  the  hoasef — A.  Just  five  came  into 
the  hoose. 

Q.  Where  is  your  voting  placet — ^A.  It  is  called  Tailholt. 

Q.  Did  you  go  up  that  day  to  vote! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  votet — A.  Mo,  sir. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  votel — ^A.  I  went  up  there  about  8  or  9  o'clock 
that  morning  and  staid  until  eleven,  and  the  polls  hadn't  opened  and  I 
went  back  home.  I  started  very  early  that  morning;  it  was  about  two 
miles  or  three  miles  off. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  around  the  polling  place? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a 
good  many  men. 

Q.  Anybody  with  guns? — A.  I  saw  one  man  there  with  a  guii ;  I  am 
certain  I  saw  one  man  there  with  a  gun.    I  saw  several  pistols  around* 

Q.  You  did  not  vote  that  day,  did  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  at  home  in  your  house  after  that? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
never  staid  there  from  Sunday  night,  not  until  the  next  week. 

Q.  Where  did  you  sleep? — A.  I  staid  down  in  Claiborne,  in  cotton 
hooses  around. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  colored  x>eople  living  around  you  staid 
in  their  houses  nights,  or  not  ? — ^A.  A  good  many  of  them  didn't  stay 
in  their  houses.  I  don't  reckon  there  was  a  dozen  families  close  around 
wheie  I  lived  staid  in  their,  houses  for  a  week  after  election. 

Q.  Did  they  sleep  in  the  woods  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  staid  in 
the  woods. 

Q.  Had  there  been  firing  around  there;  guns  and  cannons? — A. 
There  had  been  a  mighty  heap  of  shooting  of  guns ;  I  don't  know 
whether  there  was  any  cannons;  I  never  heard  no  cannons.' 

Q.  Bat  there  was  a  good  many  guns  ? — A.  The  guns  and  pistols  fired 
powerfdl  in  the  nights,  and  cannons  in  the  day;  there  would  not  any 
shoot  at  night. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
Q.  How  long  had  you  lived  in  Copiah  County  ? — A^  I  moved  in  Copiab 
Coonty  last  year  in  March. 
Q.  Haich  before  the  election? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

JsFF.  Shields  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Qaestion.  You  live  in  beat  3? — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? — ^A.  All  my  life.  I  was  bom  and 
raised  there. 

Q.  Own  any  property  there? — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  much.  Very  little 
property. 

Q.  Are  you  a  voter  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  precinct?— A.  Beat  3. 

Q.  Which  poUing  place  in  beat  3  ?— A.  TaUholt. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Republican  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Always  been  a  Republican? — A.  All  my  life;  I  never  voted  any- 
thing else.    This  last  time  I  didn't  vote  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  these  mounted  and  armed  Democrats  before 
election?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where ;  tell  about  it  ? — ^A.  At  my  house  they  came. 
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Q.  What  time  of  night  1 — A.  Sanday  night,  very  early  in  the  night 

Q.  Before  the  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  forepart  of  the  night 

Q.  How  many! — A.  Six  of  them  came  in  my  house. 

Q.  Any  outside! — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  large  quantity ;  about  one  hundred. 

Q.  Were  they  armed ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  whatt — A.  Guns  and  pistols. 

Q.  Were  they  mounted  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  those  that  came  into  your  house  do  f — ^A.  They  came 
up  and  hollered  to  me  ^^  Hallo,''  and  told  me  to  get  up,  and  I  got  up  and 
opened  the  door,  and  they  told  me  to  raise  a  light,  and  they  came  in  and 
says  to  me,  "  Well,  old  man,  we  are  arOund  to-night  electioneering."  I 
told  them,  ''Yes,  sir."  "We  want  to  know  how  you  are  going  to  vote." 
I  told  them  I  couldn't  tell  them  that;  I  didn't  know  that;  that  was  too 
far  ahead,  and  I  had  to  wait  until  the  day  come  before  I  could  tell  them 
what  I  was  going  to  do.  They  said,  "  WeU,  we  have  got  to  know  right 
now.  How  are  you  going  to  vote!"  I  told  them  I  could  not  say 
that;  it  was  too  hard  a  case.  "Who  are  you  going  to  vote  for!"  i 
said,  "  I  couldn't  tell  you  about  that  either."  "  You  haven't  picked  out 
any  man  to  vote  I"  "I  couldn't  tell  you  who  I  have  picked  out  to  vote 
and  who  I  haven't,  though  I  thought  I  was  a  free  man  to  vote  for  whom 
I  pleased."  "  WeU,  sir,  we  just  came  around  here  to-night  to  advise 
you,  and  tell  you  how  we  wanted  you  to  vote.  We  want  you  to  vote 
tne  straight  Democratic  ticket,  or  else  you  don't  vote  none  at  all.  You 
go  there  and  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  if  you  don't  do  that  we 
will  kill  you  certain."  I  said,  "  Gentlemen,  I  can't  do  that;  I  never  did 
it  in  my  life,  and  I  will  not  do  that ;  I  can't  do  that,  not  at  all."  There 
was  a  young  man  standing  by  me  with  a  pistol  in  his  hands,  and  he 
throwed  his  pistol  on  my  breast  and  says,  "  You  say  you  won't  vot«  the 
Democratic  ticket,  sir  I "  "  No,  sir."  "  You  just  say  you  won't  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  I  will  shoot  your  heart  out  of  you,  you  damned 
son  of  a  bitch :  I  will  shoot  you  right  here :  I  will  shoot  you  and  kiU 
you  right  here."  McGinnis  was  in  there— he  lives  in  our  neighborhood— 
and  he  says,  "  We  didn't  come  here  to  kill  anybody." 

Q.  Who  is  McGinnis,  a  white  Democrat! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  is 
^  Democrat;  I  don't  know  much  about  his  politics.  He  says,  "Well, 
we  didn't  come  here  to  kill  anybody ;  we  came  here  to  advise  people, 
.and  to  talk  to  them,  and  get  them  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  if  they 
will  do  it,  and  we  can  get  them  to  do  it."  I  said,  "  Mr.  McGinnis,  I  can't 
^ote  the  Democratic  ticket."  "  Well,"  he  says,  "  throw  me  that  rope 
and  we  will  hang  him." 

Q.  McGinnis  says  so ! — ^A.  Yes ;  he  says,  ^'  By  Gk>d,  we  will  hang 
him  or  kill  him  right  here,  and  make  him  vote  the  Democratic  ticket" 
Somebody  threw  the  rope  in,  and  he  commenced  tying  and  fixing  it  in 
his  hand ;  and  he  said  to  me,  "  Now,  old  man,  I  don't  want  to  hurt  yea 
•  at  all ;  but  you  say  you  won't  vote  the  Democratic  ticket!"  " No,  sir; 
I  can't  do  it."  "  Well,  you  just  tell  us,  then,  you  will  stay  at  home."  I 
said,  "Gentlemen,  before  I  will  promise  you  that  1  will  go  there  and 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  before  I  will  tell  you  that,  I  will  stay  at 
home.  It  is  a  thing  I  never  did  do  and  never  expect  to  do.  I  will  stay 
at  home  first."  Well,  he  took  my  name  then.  That  crowd  of  men  were 
satisfied  about  that  part  «Then  they  went  out,  and  Mr.  Wheeler  came 
up  on  my  door-step  and  said,  "  Old  man,  I  want  to  know,  by  God,  how 
you  are  going  to  vote." 

Q.  Was  that  Eas.  Wheeler  !— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  said,  "  I  told  those  gen- 
tlemen out  there  how  I  was  going  to  do,  and  I  can't  tell  you  no  more." 
"  I  will  tell  you  what  is  the  fact,"  he  says;  "if  you  leave  here  Tuesday 
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to  go  to  Tailbolt,  intentionally  to  vote  the  Independent  ticket,  you  w'll 
have  somebody  digging  for  your  grave,  for  I  will  put  you  into  the  earth 
as  certain  as  hell."    That  is  the  most  of  what  he  said  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  TaUholtf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  started  there,  but  I  didn't 
get  right  to  the  very  place  itself.  I  met  Mr.  Bufkin  and  several  other 
gentlemen,  and  they  told  me  there  was  not  going  to  be  any  election^ 
and  it  wasn't  worth  while  to  go  there;  and  we  turned  around  and  went 
back  home. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  why  there  was  not  going  to  be  an  election?— A. 
He  said  they  could  not  vote  and  carry  an  election  under  the  mouth  of 
guns. 

Q.  So  you  all  turned  around  and  went  back  homef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Weren't  any  of  these  men  you  met  Democrats  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  Republicans  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  guns  around  there  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  guns  around 
there,  and  a  parcel  of  men  passed  me  with  guns. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  up  that  day? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  this  have  any  effect  on  you;  did  you  stay  at  homef — ^A.  Yes, 
sir:  I  staid  at  home.    After  that  I  never  went  anywhere. 

Q.  How  about  your  neighbors;  did  they  take  to  the  woodsf — A.  Yes, 
sir;  all  of  them,  I  think.  There  was  not  a  neighbor  three  or  four  miles 
aroond  me  that  staid  home  a  night.  That  lasted  about  a  week  before 
they  got  reconciled  to  staying  at  home. 

Q.  How  &r  was  this  firomHazlehurst,  your  neighborhood  f — A.  Some 
call  it  24  miles,  but  I  always  called  it  26  miles  from  Hazlehurst 

Q.  How  long  a  time  were  these  men  around  in  that  part  of  the  county, 
moonted  menf— A.  Bight  around  where  I  wasf  I  don't  think  they  were 
right  around  in  the  neighborhood  where  I  was  any  longer  than  Satur- 
day and  Sunday  night. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  Sunday  nightf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  Saturday  and 
Smiday  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  What  did  you  heart — ^A.  I  heard  a  good  deal  of  shooting;  very 
large  reports  of  guns  going  on  all  night  Saturday  night,  and  pretty 
nigh  all  night  Sunday  night  all  around  through  the  country. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  cannon,  do  you  remember! — A.  Well  up  to- 
wards the  pine  ridge  old  place  I  neard  cannon  up  there  very  frequently 
and  very  loud.  I  taken  them  to  be  cannon,  I  don't  know  what  else 
they  could  have  been. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  go  into  anyone  else's  house  besides  yours! — A^ 
No.  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  break  anybody's  door  open! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  break  open  your  door! — A.  No,  sir;  I  got  up  and  opened 
my  door  for  them. 

^  Q.  The  colored  men  did  not  come  in  to  vote  that  day,  did  they! — A. 
No,  sir;  only  the  ones  that  went  down  and  voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  How  many  Democratic  colored  men  are  there  in  your  precinct  that 
yoQ  kDow  of! — A.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  true-hearted  ones  there: 
those  that  did  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  I  think,  were  overpowerea 
and  made  to  do  it. 

Thomas  Sinclair  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

ByMr.  Fbyb: 
Question.  Do  you  live  in  beat  3  ! — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? — A.  Nearly  ten  years. 
Q.  Where  did  you  live  before  you  lived  at  beat  3? — A.  Hazlehurst. 
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Q.  Were  you  once  a  candidate  of  the  Democratic  part^^  for  secretary 
of  state  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wliat  year  was  that!— A.  1869. 

Q.  Who  was  candidate  for  governor  with  yout — ^A.  Jadge  Dent 

Q.  Are  yon  a  property  holder! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  property  have  you  there  t — A.  I  own  aboat  a  thousand 
acres  of  land,  a  steam-mill,  and  good  stock  of  all  kinds;  sheep,  cows, 
hogs,  oxen,  wagons,  and  mules  and  horses. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  a  Republican  at  all,  have  yout — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  you  this  last  year,  Independentf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  came  under  your  observs^tion  touching  the 
election  thiiB  year  in  beat  2f — ^A.  About  the  time  the  excitement  got 
up  pretty  high  I  left. 

Q.  Where  did  you  got — A.  I  went  to  Jackson  to  keep  out  of  it. 

Q.  You  were  afraid  of  iiyuryt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  excitement  did  you  see  that  made  you  leave  t — A«  There 
was  a  colored  man  who  belonged  to  the  club— — 

Q.  A  Democratic  clubt — A.  Yes,  sir;  who  lived  a  neighbor  to  me, 
■and  he  was  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  and  he  said  he  didnt  want  me 
hurt,  and  he  came  to  my  house  about  10  or  11  o^clock  at  night  and 
got  me  to  go  with  him,  and  we  put  out,  both  of  us,  to  go  to  Jackson, 
and  I  intended  to  stay  till  after  the  election. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  to  Jackson! — A.  On  the  Thursday  before  the 
election. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  Jackson! — ^A.  Until  Saturday  night 

Q.  Then,  did  you  return! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  of  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  down  there,  and  I  got  uneasy  about  my  family,  and  I  concluded 
I  would  come  back  and  get  with  them,  and  if  they  had  to  go  I  would 
go  with  them. 

Q.  So  Saturday  night  you  got  back  to  your  family! — A.  I  came  back 
to  Hazlehurst  Saturday  night.  I  live  15  miles  back  in  the  country,  and 
never  got  home  until  12  or  1  o'clock  Sunday. 

Q.  State  what  you  saw  on  that  Saturday  night  and  the  next  Sunday 
night  before  the  election  ! — ^A.  On  Saturday  night  I  didn't  see  anything 
of  any  note.  I  came  down  on  the  midnight  train  and  landed  at  Hazle- 
hurst about  midnight.  I  got  a  room  and  staid  all  night,  and  the  next 
morning  I  footed  it  out  home  part  of  the  way,  and  this  friend  of  mine 
weut  on  home  and  sent  my  boy  after  me,  and  he  met  me  on  the  road^ 
and  that  evening  a  band  of  these  armed  men  rode  right  along  by  my 
door.    I  live  on  the  public  road. 

Q.  Mounted  and  armed  men  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  ! — ^A.  I  don't  know. '  I  was  not  right  at  the 
house  when  the  first  ones  passed,  and  I  didn't  count  those  that  passed 
in  my  presence.  I  know  several  of  the  men  who  did  pass.  There 
was  five  or  six  that  passed  in  my  immediate  presence  after  I  got  to  the 
bouse. 

Q.  Were  those  white  Democrats  that  you  knew! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  that  night! — ^A.  I  don't  know ;  they  didnt  do 
anything  to  me,  they  never  disturbed  me  at  all. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  their  shooting  of  Frank  Hayes  and 
wife! — A.  That  was  done  oij  Saturday  night  while  I  was  in  Jackson  or 
Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Were  they  neighbors  of  yours! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  they  were  shot! — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  it  I 
simply  heard  about  their  being  shot. 

Q.  What  was  the  e£fect  of  these  midnight  raids  on  the  colored  people 
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aionnd  in  that  conntryf — ^A.  I  fomid  all  the  hands  on  my  place  (and  I 
ooald  hear  the  same  thing,  in  fact,  I  saw  a  good  many  women  and  child- 
ren) econting  fh>m  different  parts  where  they  thought  they  wonld  be 
mo6t  likely  to  be  attacked,  into  parts  where  they  thought  they  coald 
Dot  be,  and  staying  about  neighbors  that  they  didnt  think  they  would 
visit 

Q.  How  many  hands  did  you  employ  f — A.  I  had  two  families  on  my 
place  besides  some  hired  hands. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  all  of  them  f — ^A.  They  were  all  in  the  woods 
laying  out  when  I  came  home. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  were  the  colored  men  generally  lying  out  in 
the  woods  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  everybody  I  could  hear  of  were  sc^^  into 
the  woods,  and  a  good  many  of  the  women  and  children,  too. 

Q.  How  long  did  that  last  f — A.  Well,  it  was  a  week  or  so  after  the 
election  before  they  became  reconciled,  most  of  them,  to  stay  at  home. 

Q.  Did  you  go  and  vote,  yourself! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not  t — A.  I  said  I  could  not  vote  under  such  cover  as  that, 
such  an  excitement.  If  I  could  not  vote  peaceably  and  quiet,  like  a 
citizen,  I  would  not  vote  at  all.  and  I  did  not  go  to  the  polls. 

Q.  What  was  your  precinct  i— A.  Ferguson's  box. 

Q.  Did  the  colored  people  around  you  go  and  votef — A.  Yes,  sir; 
some  few  in  the  neighborhood  went  to  vote. 

Q.  As  a  rule  they  did  not  go  and  votef — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  don't  you  go  off;  you  are  a  man  of  property;  why  don't  you 
leave  the  country  f — ^A.  I  have  offered  my  proper^  at  what  I  call  half 
value  to  get  to  go  away.  I  was  not  able  to  go  without  money,  and  I 
tried  to  sell  it  but  I  could  not. 

Q.  What  was  a  fair  value  for  your  property  t — ^A.  My  tax  value  is 
•4,000. 

Q.  What  did  you  regard  it  as  worth  before  these  occurrences  f — A.  I 
would  not  have  taken  $6,000  if  everything  had  been  straight. 

Q.  What  have  you  offered  it  for  t— A.  $3,000. 

Q.  Can  you  get  anybody  to  buy  it  at  $3,000 1 — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  sale  for  property  around  there  now! — A.  No,  sir;  I 
cant  find  none. 

Q.  If  you  could  sell  this  for  half  of  what  it  is  worth,  would  you  leave 
the  country  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  would  you  leave  itt — A.  I  want  to  go  where  I  feel  I  would 
be  a  dtizeo  of  the  country  I  live  in.  I  don't  feel  like  I  am  a  citizen 
there,  and  haven't  since  that  excitement. 

Q.  Have  you  done  these  men  any  injury  in  your  life! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
have  been  with  the  Democratic  party  all  my  liife  up  to  this  time. 

Q.  What  made  you  go  with  the  Independent  party  this  timef — A. 
Wdl,  I  felt  like  that  the  Democratic  party  was  not  exactly  carrying 
<mt  their  promises  they  made  to  the  colored  i>eople.  There  had  been  a 
good  deal  of  bull-dozing  before  that. 

Q.  How  much  of  a  family  have  yout — A.  Seven  children. 

Q.  And  a  wife!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  No  attempt  was  made  to  molest  you  or  your  faipily,  was  there  t — 
A  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  the  people  of  Copiah  (Jounty  very  well,  do  you  nott — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  Democrats  generally  of  Hazlehurst  and  the  county! — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  know  what  is  the  general  feeling  among  the  masseB  of  tiie 
Democratic  party  of  Copiah  County;  do  you  know  whether  or  not  they 
approve  of  these  outrages  which  you  have  been  describingf— A.  I  do 
not  think  the  majority  of  them  does,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  from  your  knowledge  of  them  that  a  large  majority  of 
them  are  conservative,  law-abiding  x>eoplef — ^A.  I  have  summed  it  up 
in  my  estimation  in  this  way:  I  have  frequently  told  the  white  people 
that  I  thought  there  was  about  two-thirds  of  the  white  people  in  Gopiah 
County  that  was  perfectly  willing  for  the  colored  people  to  stay  there 
and  have  an  equal  showing  through  the  battles  of  life,  but  there  was 
about  one-third  bound  on  extermination  or  reducing  the  colored  people 
to  a  worser  state  than  slavery.  That  has  been  my  private  opinion,  aod 
I  have  expressed  it  publicly. 
By  the  Ohatkman  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  a  Democrat  to  reflise  to  accept  an  ofBoe, 
(either  a  county  ofBceri  or  a  congressman,  or  any  higher  officer  in  the 
State),  which  he  got  from  an  election  into  which  methods  of  this  kind 
entered  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 

Q.  Did  the  peaceable  or  turbulent  portion  of  the  Democratio  party 
appear  to  have  control  of  things  in  your  county  last  fail  f — A.  Well, 
sir,  the  thing  occurred  under  such  an  excitement  that  I  conldnt  tell 
which  was  in  favor  and  which  was  not,  though  there  was  a  great  many 
men  talked  to  me  after  the  thing  was  over  and  assured  me.  I  told  them 
if  they  didn't  do  something  or  other,  or  guarantee  us  colored  people 
some  protection,  we  were  all  going  to  leave,  and  if  we  could  not  get  off 
in  any  other  way  we  would  walk  off.  And  a  great  many  of  them  told 
me  that  we  all  mought  rest  easy ;  that  that  thing  was  all  over  with  and 
never  would  be  again;  that  the  colored  people  would  be  protected  jost 
the  same  as  they  ever  were. 

Q.  Have  any  of  these  Democrats  come  out  publicly  and  made  speedies 
denouncing  the  outrages  of  last  fall  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  haven't  heard  of 
one.  I  suggested  myself  that  they  ought  to  call  a  meeting  and  keep  the 
colored  people  from  emigrating.  The  colored  people  were  very  much 
dissatisfied,  and  didn't  feel  like  they  had  any  protection,  and  I  thought 
it  would  be  a  good  plan  if  they  would  call  a  meeting  and  guarantee  the 
colored  people  some  protection. 

Q.  Has  any  such  meeting  been  called f — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  1 
know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  these 
outrages  have  been  punished  for  it  f — ^A.  I  haven't  heard  of  one. 

Q.  Was  it  generally  known  who  were  engaged  in  these  outrages  f— A 
WeU,  yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was. 

By  Mr.  BAtTiiSBUBY : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  any  crimes  to  be  committed  by  BepuUioaos 
in  your  county  at  all,  of  any  kind,  such  as  larcenies  or  anything  elset— 
A.  Stealing  t    Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  of  a  Bepublican  meeting  being  called  for  the 
purpose  of  denouncing  those  larcenies  committed  by  Bepublioans  f— A. 
j^o,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  These  persons  who  told  you  that  they  thought  the  thing  would 
not  happen  again,  and  that  the  colored  people  would  be  protected;  did 
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they  8ay  they  wonld  be  protected  unless  they  allowed  the  Democrats  to 
have  all  the  coanty  offices  or  control  in  fhtare  f — A.  Mr.  Sexton,  here, 
had  a  long  talk  with  me  after  the  election.  I  was  complaining  that  the 
colored  people  were  very  much  dissatisfied,  and  I  was  myself,  and  he 
assm^d  me  that  the  thing  was  all  at  an  end  now,  and  that  the  colored 
people  were  going  to  be  protected,  and  that  he  was  going  to  see  to  it 
for  one. 

Q.  How  was  it  abont  their  voting  f — ^A.  He  said  that  there  never 
would  be  any  more  of  it.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  think  he  or  anybody 
else  would  be  allowed  to  come  ont  in  opposition  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  I  told  him  he  woold  be  in  danger  of  his  life  if  he  did  it  under  those 
resolations  that  were  passed  there;  and  he  said  thathe  would  not  be  afraid 
to  do  it  I  told  him  that  they  would  construe  them  in  that  manner.  I 
told  him  that  the  resolutions  rnad  in  such  a  way  that  they  could  be  con- 
stmed  in  that  maimer;  that  no  man  would  be  allowed  to  come  out  and 
ask  any  nigger  to  vote  for  him;  that  he  could  not  do  it  in  opposition  to 
the  regular  nominee  of  the  party.  But  Mr.  Sexton  said  he  would  not 
be  afiaid  of  it.  I  might  have  been  over-excited.  This  is  only  my  pri- 
vate opinion;  I  do  not  give  it  as  public  opinion.  But  Mr.  Sexton  as 
sored  me  that  he  was  going  to  take  hold  and  prosecute  every  case  that 
he  eoold  get  where  the  colored  people  were  molested  that  he  could  find 
oat 

Mr.  Sexton  fan  attorney  from  Hazlehurstj.  May  I  have  the  privi- 
lege of  asking  the  witness  some  questions? 

TheCHAiBMAH.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Sbxton.  Tom,  let  me  ask  you  this :  Didn't  I  tell  you  that  I  waa 
satisfied  that  the  district  attorney  and  circuit  judge  would  do  their  duty 
and  see  that  the  law  was  enforced  in  that  county? — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  believe  that  the  circuit  judge  and  district  attorney  are 
oonsdentioua  men  and  will  prosecute  these  violations  of  order? — ^A.  I 
doQt  know;  things  have  got  in  such  a  fix  that  I  have  lost  confidence  in 
ererybody,  like  the  old  man  Martin  said  of  his  son.  He  said  he  had 
lost  eoofldenoe  in  everybody  but  his  son,  and  he  had  lost  confidence  in 
luin,too. 

WnjjAX  Jordan  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  MrFBTB. 

Question.  Do  you  live  in  beat  3? — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there. — ^A.  Ever  since  I  was  bom. 

Q.  A.  Have  you  a  &mily? — ^Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  wile  and  children  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing  but  a  wife. 

Q.  Have  you  lived  in  beat  3  ?-^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  place  ?^ A.  Tailholt 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  what  you  saw  before  the  election,  of  these 
moanted  and  armed  men. — ^A.  Well,  on  Saturday  night  before  the 
election,  just  about  an  hour  before  day,  there  was  a  crowd  of  men  came 
to  my  house,  and  I  woke  up  about  the  time  they  got  inside  of  the  yard, 
and  by  the  time  they  got  inside  of  the  yard  they  stopped,  and  I  heard 
tbem  say,  '<  Olose  up  all  around  to  the  other  door  and  them  windows,'^ 
and  when  I  heard  them  say  that  I  got  scared  and  I  rolled  out  of  bed. 
They  came  to  the  door  and  they  hollered  a  third  time,  "  Open  the  door." 
And  I  never  answered,  and  in  that  time  the  back  door  flew  open  and 
there  was  about  six  or  seven  men  followed  right  in  with  their  pistols 
all  presented  at  my  bed,  but  I  was  under  the  bed  and  my  wife  com- 
menced hollering,  and  some  of  them  said  they  were  not  going  to  hurt 
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anybody,  and  by  that  time  when  they  said  'that  I  came  oat  from  nnder 
the  bed,  and  when  I  came  out  from  under  the  bed  they  asked  me  how 
it  was  with  me  and  politics  to-night.  I  told  them  I  didn't  know  any- 
thing about  politics.  They  asked  me  didn't  I  join  a  club  down  here 
about  John  Smith's.  I  told  them  no,  I  never  joined  a  dub  in  my  life. 
They  said  they  were  going  around  to  tell  we  black  people  how  to  vote, 
and  they  said  they  were  not  going  to  vote  but  one  ticket  at  Tailholt  Taes- 
day  morning,  and  that  was  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  if  I  thoaght  I 
couldn't  stomach  the  Democratic  ticket  I  hadn't  better  come  around  at 
all ;  if  I  voted  any  other  ticket  except  the  Democratic  ticket  they  were 
going  to  start  Wednesday  night,  after  the  election,  and  have  a  regular 
hog-killing  time,  and  they  said  they  were  going  to  take  some  of  the 
leaders  first 

Q.  What  else  did  they  say  to  you  f — ^A.  They  told  me  now  not  to  aet 
a  fool  and  go  running  about.  They  told  me  to  stay  in  my  house;  that 
if  I  got  to  running  about  I  mought  get  shot,  and  they  would  be  back 
betwixt  now  and  the  day  of  the  election  to  see.    So  I  done  left  my  hoose. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  tol — A.  I  went  to  tlie  woods. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  the  woods  f — ^A.  Just  exactly  one  week. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Tailholt  to  vote  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  went  up  there  that 
morning. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  vote  T — A.  They  told  me  if  I  voted  any  other  than 
the  Democratic  ticket  they  were  going  to  have  a  regular  hog  killing 
time,  and  that  scared  me  off. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  guns  around  there  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  these  people  around  in  your  neighborhood  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Firing  guns  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times;  more  than  one  night f — ^A.  I  heard  them  two 
nights. 

Q.  What  effect  did  it  have  on  the  colored  people  all  through  that 
neighborhood  t — ^A.  It  looked  like  it  had  scared  them  all  nearly  to 
death. 

Q.  Did  they  stay  at  homef — A.  There  was  only  a  few  of  them  staid 
at  home. 

Q.  Where  did  they  go  to  f — A.  They  taken  to  the  woods. 

Q.  Women  and  children,  too  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  indeed  I  know  mine  went 
to  the  woods. 

Q.  About  how  many  men  were  these  that  came  to  your  house  that 
morning  f — A.  There  was  about  twenty,  I  reckon,  came  in  my  house. 

Q.  Did  they  have  gunsf — A.  Yes,  sir;  guns  and  pistols. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  outside! — A.  They  told  me  for  to  go  to  the 
door  and  look;  that  they  had  600  out  there. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  door  and  look!— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  to  the 
door  and  looked,  because  they  went  up  there  about  100  yards  ftt)m  my 
house  and  made  up  a  big  fire  and  staid  there,  I  reckon  about  a  half  an 
hour  and  more. 

Q.  How  many  men  do  you  think  you  saw! — A.  I  don't  know.  It 
looked  pretty  much  like  they  said,  at  least  I  thought  it  was. 

Q.  Were  they  on  horseback! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  a  cannon  firing  around  in  that  part  of 
the  countiy  in  the  night! — ^A.  I  never  heard  it  in  the  night  I  heard 
it  on  the  Sunday  evening. 
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John  Smith  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
ByMr.  Pbyb: 

Qaestion.  Do  you  live  in  beat  3  f — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  lived  in  beat  3  f — ^A.  Abont  fifty  years. 

Q.  Are  you  a  property  holdet  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  own,  land  and  houses  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  cattle! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Bepublican! — A.  I  have  been  that. 

Q.  Always  been  a  Republican? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  tiling  of  these  mounted  men  on  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day!—A  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them. 

Q.  Around  in  your  neighborhood  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  come  to  your  house? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  to  you  ? — A.  They  didn^t  do  anything,  any  more 
Uian  call  for  me.    I  got  out  of  the  way  there,  and  they  shot  into  a  store. 

Q.  Into  your  store? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  sleeping  in  your  store? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  counter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  shoot  into  it  in  the  night? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  the  bullets  go — where  you  were  in  the  habit  of  sleep- 
iogf— A.  Yes,  sir;  they  just  ranged  up  and  down  lengthwise  of  the 
ooanter. 

Q.  Wb«re  were  you? — A.  Over  the  fence,  about  twenty  or  thirty 
steps  from  the  store. 

Q.  Hidden  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  didn't  find  you,  did  they  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  to  the  woods  I — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  the  woods  ? — A.  About  a  week  or  a  little 
more. 

Q.  Did  your  family  stay  out? — A.  No,  sir;  they  didn^t. 

Q.  Were  they  frightened?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  colored  people  generally  in  your  neighbor- 
hood !— A.  They  all  taken  to  the  woods  pretty  much. 

Q.  Ahoat  how  long  did  they  stay  in  the  woods  ? — ^A.  Some  staid 
longer  than  others.  I  got  news  that  they  were  going  to  kill  me  and 
another  man  and  we  staid  longer  than  others  did. 

Q.  You  voted,  didn't  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  I  got  most  there,  and  I  saw  a  gentleman  come  out 
with  a  doable  barrel  shotgun,  and  he  said,  <^  If  any  of  the  damned  sons 
of  bitches  come  down  here  they  are  going  to  shoot  you,''  and  I  turned 
around  aod  went  back. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Democrat  ? — ^A.  I  don't  know ;  I  reckon  he  was ;  he  had 
a  gun. 

Q'  Was  he  a  white  man? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

y.  What  kind  of  a  store  did  you  keep? — ^A.  I  was  selling  whisky  at 
that  time.    I  havn't  kept  none  since. 

Q.  You  were  in  the  habit  of  sleeping  on  the  counter  in  your  store? — 
^  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Aleck  GoHAaEN  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Prye- 
Question.  Where  do  you  live? — Answer.  In  beat  3. 
Q.  Are  you  a  man  of  family  ? — A.  I  have  a  wife  and  adopted  daughter. 
Q.  Are  you  a  property  holder? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What  property  do  you  ownt — A.  I  hardly  know.  I  think  I  gave 
it  in  as  aboat  $4,500. 

Q.  You  are  a  real  estate  holder  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  mean  you  gave  it  in  to  the  assessors? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  worth  more  than  that,  I  suppose? — A.  I  paid  about  $10,000forit 

Q.  Have  you  cattle  and  live  stock! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  farm ;  what  do  you  raise  on  it? — ^A.  On  one  of  them 
cotton,  com,  and  sugar  cane. 

Q.  How  many  men  do  you  employ! — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Quite  a  number? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  got  it  cut  up  into  litUe 
fEurms.    I  think  there  are  about  ten  settlements  or  little  farms. 

Q.  They  are  your  tenants? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  tenants  you  had  or  have  had?— A 
Fo,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  what  has  been  your  politics  most  of  the  time? — A.  Democratic 

Q.  How  long  were  you  a  Democrat? — A.  I  was  a  Democrat  from  1867 
to  I  think  about  1876  or  1877,  mavbe. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  become?— A.  I  became  nothing.  I  became  a 
sort  of  mixed  man. 

Q.  Since  then  you  have  voted  as  you  please? — ^A.  I  vote  as  I  please 
when  I  vote  at  all. 

Q.  But  have  not  connected  youtself  with  a  party? — A.  No,  sir;  not 
until  after  this  raid.  I  was  forced  of  course  to  go  to  some  pBTty.  I 
could  not  stand  on  middle  ground  any  longer,  and  I  thought  the  Demo- 
crats had  got  imprudent  and  wrong,  and  of  course  I  went  to  what  I  call 
the  Republican  party.    I  don't  claim  any  independent  about  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  of  the  troubles  in  the  last  election?— A  The 
first  I  saw  was  about  two  weeks  before  the  election,  I  think,  or  it  might 
have  been  three  weeks.  I  was  riding  off  my  place  hunting  up  oxen.  I 
saw  three  or  four  men  riding  through  an  old  field  with  shotguns,  guns 
at  least,  two  of  them.  I  was  close  enough  to  know  them,  and  I  reckon  I 
know  the  other  two,  but  still  I  knowed  two  of  them,  and  I  was  close 
enough  to  see  them  and  talk  with  them.  I  thought  they  were  going  to 
hunt.  I  never  inquired  about  their  business.  They  were  neighbors  of 
mine.  In  the  evening,  after  hunting  my  oxen,  I  came  back,  and  they 
rode  up  by  a  house  there  and  the  old  man  inquired  of  them  what  had 
taken  place  at  the  Butler  place.  "  Those  fellows,^  they  said, "  never  met  us 
out  there,  they  never  came,  and  we  never  had  any  difficulty."  I  said, 
"Whatisthematter?''  I  never  had  heard  anythingof  it  before.  They  said 
there  was  to  have  been  a  Bepublican  speaking  at  the  old  Butler  place 
this  evening,  and  we  went  up  there,  I  think  they  said,  to  protect  their 
speakers.  Let  me  see  how  they  told  me— no.  "  We  went  up  thei-e,  and 
if  there  was  any  row  wanted  we  went  up  there  and  was  ready  for  them.'* 
That  is,  I  think,  about  what  they  said  to  me. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  double-barreled  shot- 
guns. 

Q.  Mounted  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  Democrats? — A.  Xes,  sir;  they  were  Democrats. 

Q.  What  next  did  you  see  ? — A.  The  next  I  seen  there  was  five  men 
hollering  at  my  gate  on  the  Sunday  night  before  the  election  on  Tues- 
day, and  said  they  wanted  a  drink  of  water,  and  I  asked  them  in  to 
get  the  water.  I  drove  the  dogs  off  them,  and  they  came  in  and  got 
some  water,  and  I  asked  them  to  have  chairs,  and  they  sat  down.  I 
knowed  one  of  them,  in  fact  I  knowed  two  of  them,  and  they  asked  me 
how  politics  was  running  down  in  that  part  of  the  country.  I  told 
them  I  didn't  really  know ;  that  I  had  taketi  but  very  little  interest  in 
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politicR— taken  none.  I  said,  ^<I  have  taken  no  interest  in  politics."  I 
said,  <^  We  are  sort  of  politically  dead  in  this  part  of  the  coun^,  though," 
I  said,  *^I  have  heard  of  a  powerful  stir,  breaking  up  houses"  the  night 
before,  which  was  Saturday  night,  ^<  and  it  has  got  the  people  powerfully 
stirred  up."  <^  Well,"  says  they,  ^'all  we  mean  is  this:  we  mean  to  carry 
this  election  at  all  hazards.  We  are  tired  of  Eepublican  rule  here,  and 
we  don't  intend  to  have  any  more  of  it."  Then  they  asked  me  did  I  hear 
of  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis,  and  I  told  them  that  I  had  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Were  these  men  armed  f — A.  I  didn't  see  any  guns  at  all.  There 
was  a  gang  at  the  gate.    They  told  me  they  left  the  guns  at  the  gate. 

Q.  There  was  another  gang  at  the  gatet — A.  There  was  144  men 
altogether,  they  said.  It  look^  to  me,  when  they  shot  the  guns  off,  after 
they  left,  Uiat  there  was,  and  I  reckon  there  was.  They  were  a  mile  or 
80  from  there  when  they  shot  them  off. 

Q.  Tou  heard  thatf — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  I  suppose  they  were  correct 
abcmtit 

Q.  Go  ahead. — A.  I  went  to  the  election. 

Q.  Where  f — ^A.  AtTailholt;  and  when  I  got  up  there  men  were  walk- 
ing about  and  were  hollering,  sort  of  like  hunters.  I  went  up  quietly 
and  spoke  to  them  and  went  on;  uid  Mr.  Outen,  a  Methodist  preacher, 
said  tome 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat! — ^A*  Yes,  sir.  Says  he,  <*  Gohagen,  I  never  saw 
men  in  such  a  fix  as  these  men  are  in."  I  said,  ^<  It  does  seem  like  there 
is  something  wrong  about  it."  **Well,"  he  says,  "  they  are  mad."  He 
sajs,  <'I  will  tell  you  a  fact — ^they  will  kill;  there  is  no  mistake  about  it; 
they  will  kill,"  says  he,  ^'kill  people.  There  are  no  ifs  and  ands  about  it — 
they  will  kill  people,  sure;  they  are  enraged,  and  I  never  saw  men  in  such 
a  fix."  I  said,  <^  Mr.  Outen,  I  didn't  know  there  was  such  an  excitement 
here;  I  didn't  know  they  were  going  to  kill  anybody."  ^^  But,"  he  said, 
^7ou  may  rest  on  that,  they  will  kill  people."  There  was  a  man  stand- 
ing there  with  a  double-barreled  shotgun,  and,  as  I  stood  talking  with 
Outen  and  Buf  kin,  and  others,  that  man  started  off  as  though  he  was 
going  home,  and  somebody  called  him  and  went  and  talked  with  him; 
if  I  ain't  mistaken,  it  was  Mr.  Stames. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democratf — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  noticed  who  it  was  until 
the  man  came  back  with  his  gun.  When  he  came  back  with  his  gun 
he  walked  up  close  to  us  and  jammed  his  gun  against  the  ground  and 
said,  ^<Ood  damn  it,  I  am  tired  of  standing  here;  damn  it,  if  you  are 
going  to  have  blood,  let  us  go  into  it"  I  got  on  my  horse  and  went 
home^d  that  is  the  last  I  know  of  it 

Q.  You  did  not  vote  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  effect  did  this  sort  of  thing  have  on  the  colored  people  in 
that  part  of  the  country  f—A«  The  principal  part  of  them  were  scared 
very  badly. 

Q.  Bid  they  take  to  the  woodsf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stay  in  the  woodsf— A.  They  staid  there  Ave 
to  eight  days. 

Q.  What  became  of  your  tenantsf— A.  I  really  don't  know  what  did 
go  with  them.  For  a  night,  though.  I  think  the  women  and  children — 
1  know,  in  fSeu^t,  they  did,  tbr  my  wire  furnished  them  some  bedclothes, 
aod  they  went  into  an  office  I  had. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  menf — A.  I  think  the  men  went  in  there,  too. 
1  had  a  large,  long  office  there  close  to  my  yard,  and  in  fact  I  was  so 
stirred  up  and  I  saw  they  were  gone  from  their  houses,  and  I  would  see 
them  once  in  a  while,  and  my  wife  told  me  she  was  furnishing  them 
bedclothes.    She  said  they  were  too  scared  to  stay  in  their  houses. 
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Q.  Did  yon  stay  at  hornet — A*  Yes,  sir,  I  staid  at  home. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  if  these  colored  people  voted  that  day  f — A.  There 
didn't  anybody  vote  while  I  was  there,  and  I  staid  there  until  aboat  2 
o'clock. 

Q.  What  effect  has  this  thing  had  upon  property  there  in  that  sec- 
tion t — A.  Well,  sir,  as  a  general  thing,  the  colored  people  are  offering 
their  property  for  half  price.    I  am  offering  mine  for  two-thirds. 

Q.  Do  they  And  takersf — ^A.  K'Oj.sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  want  to  do;  go  offf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  would  leave  the 
country  if  I  could  get  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  my  property. 

Q.  Why  can't  you  stay  there  f — ^A.  I  can  hardly  think  under  the  cir- 
cumstances that  my  property  and  my  life,  and  all,  is  safe,  although 
there  are  a  good  many  men  who  tell  me  that  it  is.  I  have  talked  with 
several,  like  Mr.  Sinclair;  said  he  talked  with  Mr.  Sexton,  but  after 
thinking  over  it  I  think  it  to  be  very  strange  that  they  didn't  arraign 
those  parties  for  trial  or  something,  or  stop  them,  if  they  intended  to 
do  it. 

Q.  Everybody  around  there  knows  who  was  in  this  crowd  f — A.  Yes, 
sir;  the  most  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  25  from  Hazlehurst,  were 
neighborhood  people. 

Q.  About  25  came  from  Hazlehurst  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  people  down  there  know  who  those 
people  in  the  mob  weref — ^A.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  people  know ' 
who  they  were. 

Q.  They  were  Democrats,  I  suppose  f — A.  Every  one  of  them  claimed 
to  be  a  Democrat  that  was  in  it. 

William  H.  Bbown  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Pbtb  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  t — Answer.  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  depot  f— A.  1  suppose  300  or  400  yards. 

Q.  How  old  are  you  1 — ^A.  Forty -three. 

Q.  Are  you  a  property -holder  t — A.  Not  now. 

Q.  Are  you  in  business  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  business  t — A.  Blacksmith. 

Q.  You  live  there  in  the  village  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Have  a  shop  in  the  village  f — A.  I  am  working  for  another  man. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Hargrjave,  the  sheriff  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  nim  before  the  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  about  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews  f— A. 
Well,  on  Monday  evening  he  asked  me  if  I  would  go  down  to  Hall's 
Hill,  Mount  Hope  now,  for  him,  and  I  told  him  I  would  go.  I  thought 
over  it  a  little,  and  he  said  to  me,  <^I  reckon  you  had  better  not  go;  stay 
here,  and  do  all  you  can  for  me  here."  I  said,  **  Well,  I  will  do  so."  I 
said  to  him,  says  I,  '^My  family  is  very  much  excited  and  scared,  and,'' 
says  I,  <*I  do  not  understand  this  thing,  and  ask  yon  for  information," 
and  he  remarked  and  said  that  he  didn't  know  much  more  about  it  than 
I  did.  I  asked  him  where  those  men  were  going  to  when  they  left  Hazle- 
hurst, and  he  said  that  he  thought  they  were  going  to  beat  4.  and,  be 
says,  "I  worked  pretty  faithfully,"  he  says,  "in  favor  of  Mattliews  to- 
day, but  I  don't  know  whether  he  will  give  me  any  thanks  for  it  or  not, 
but  I  did  aU  I  could." 

Q.  Did  he  say  they  were  going  to  kill  Matthews  f— A.  He  said  he 
didn't  think  there  would  be  much  peace  while  he  lived. 

Q.  Kot  while  Matthews  lived  f — A.  Ko,  sir. 
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Q.  Didn't  be  tell  you  that  they  came  in  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
Matthews,  and  that  he  had  done  what  he  could  to  prevent  itf — A.  No, 
sir;  he  said  he  did  all  he  could  for  him,  and  that  he  didn't  know 
whether  he  thanked  him  for  it  or  not|  but  he  worked  mighty  faithfully. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  going  to  beat  4f — ^A.  I  do  not  think 
he  did.  When  I  asked  him  about  it  he  said  he  didn't  know  much  more 
about  it  than  I  did. 

Q.  Yon  agreed  to  vote  for  Hargrave,  didn't  yout — A.  Yes,  sirj  I  in- 
tended to  vote  for  him. 

Q.  Yon  promised  to  do  so,  didn't  youf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  votet — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  votet — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  nott — When  I  got  up  near  the  court-house  I  met  Mr.  Wolfe, 
who  was  candidate  for  chancery  clerk. 

Q.  The  Democratic  candidate f — A.  Yes,  sir:  and  he  told  me  he  didn't 
think  it  was  safe  for  me  to  go  up  then:  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed 
and  there  was  quite  an  excitement  up  tnere,  and  guns  on  the  street,  and 
he  didn't  know  what  it  would  result  in,  and  I  went  back  with  him  as 
£ftr  as  he  went  and  ^m  there  on  home  and  never  went  to  the  polls. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  What  are  your  politicsf — A.  I  am  a  Bepublican.  I  should  have 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket  this  time  for  the  first  time  if  I  had  voted  it. 
It  was  the  men  on  the  ticket,  and  not  the  party,  that  I  was  going  to  vote 
for. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Hargrave  very  well,  don't  yout — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have 
known  him  for  many  years. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  he;  what  is  his  character f — ^A.  I  have  al- 
w^8  thought  him  a  mighty  quiet  and  good  man. 

Q.  Have  you  always  found  him  peaceable  and  well  disposed  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Di^[>08ed  as  fEir  as  possible  to  preserve  law  and  orderf — ^A.  Well,  I 
have  always  thought  so  until  the  election,  and  then  it  didn't  appear  as 
if  anyt>ody  was  disposed  to  then. 

Q.  You  saw  no  evidence  of  Mr.  Hargrave's  taking  part  in  any  vio- 
lent demonstrations,  did  youf — ^A.  No,  sir;  all  I  ever  saw  him  do  was 
that  he  went  out  and  met  them  when  they  fired,  out  at  the  edge  of  the 
corporation. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb: 
Q.  Have  you  sold  your  property  since  the  election  f— A.  The  most  of 
it   I  sold  my  land  before. 
Q.  How  long  before  f — A.  I  sold  it  last  January  was  a  year  ago. 
Q.  Are  you  going  to  move  away  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  How  much  is  the  property  worth  that  you  sold  since  the  election; 
how  much  did  you  get  for  itf — A.  I  had  a  small  place. 

Q.  You  sold  your  place  before  the  election f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  about  a 
year  before. 

Q.  Have  you  sold  any  property  since  the  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  f — A.  I  have  sold  about  $400  worth. 

Q.  You  still  reside  in  Hazlehurst  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

W.  L.  Allen  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chatbman  : 
Qnestion.  Where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  I  live  in  beat  8. 
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Q.  How  far  from  Hazlehurstf — ^A.  TweDty-one  miles. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics  f — ^A.  My  politics  before  this  last  election  t 
I  voted  a  split  ticket. 

Q.  Did  yoa  see  any  of  these  disturbances  in  Copiah  County  t— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  you  know  about  them  t — A.  Well,  on  Saturday  night 
before  the  election,  I  saw  an  armed  crowd  of  men 

Q.  Where  f — ^A.  They  were  near  my  brother's  house  in  beat  3,  and  I  was 
staying  at  my  brother's  house  at  the  time,  and  they  were  near  his  house. 
His  house  was  right  opposite  the  big  road;  and  they  had  sent  him  word 
before  that  they  were  coming  to  mob  him  on  Monday  night  previous  to 
the  election,  or  just  before  the  election.  They  stopped  down  below  our 
house  there  apiece,  and  fired  the  guns  j  about  75  shots.  It  waked  me 
up,  and  I  went  out  on  the  gallery  and  listened  to  them.  I  didn't  know 
but  what  they  were  on  the  way  to  his  house  at  the  time,  and  I  went  oat 
on  the  gallery  to  see  if  they  were  coming  that  way,  and  I  found  that 
they  were,  and  so  I  staid  there  on  the  gallery  until  tbey  came  up;  bat 
they  did  not  come  up  to  his  house.  I  went  out,  and  just  before  they  got 
to  the  house  they  stopped  and  hollered,  <<  Forward,  march,"  and  drilled 
there  awhile,  and  yelled,  bnt  didn't  shoot  any  guns  at  his  house,  bat 
jast  about  half  a  mile  below  his  house :  and  they  came  on  up  in  front 
of  his  house  then  and  drilled  awhile,  and  then  passed  on  by  and  went 
on  around  to  the  back  place,  on  the  same  place,  to  a  darky's  honscL  and 
called  for  him,  and  he  was  not  there,  and  they  broke  his  door  down 
and  went  in,  and  left  word  there  that  they  would  get  him  if  he  voted 
the  Independent  ticket:  that  they  would  get  him  between  that  and 
Wednesday  night.  And  on  Monday  night  again  they  met  somewhere 
about  the  same  place  where  they  did  on  Saturday  night,  and  fired 
their  guns  again,  and  came  in  in  the  direction  of  my  brother's  house.  My 
brother  and  myself  both  got  up  then  and  went  out  on  the  roadside  to 
see  if  we  could  tell  who  they  were.  It  was  cloudy.  The  moon  would 
have  shone  if  it  had  not  been  cloudy.  It  was  too  dark  for  us  to  tell 
who  they  were,  but  there  were  seven  of  them,  and  they  cut  up  around 
there  right  smart,  and  fired  their  guns  off  there  in  the  public  road,  and 
marched  on  and  went  to  this  same  darkey's  house  again.  And  on  Sun- 
day the  same  gentleman  that  this  darkey  stated  about  awhile  ago,  Mr. 
McGinnis,  he  came  to  my  brother's  house  and  wanted  to  borrow  my 
saddle  and  ride  oft',  and  said  he  would  bring  it  back  in  a  few  minutes, 
and  I  said  all  right,  and  he  taken  my  saddle  and  went  off,  and  after  he 
had  left  I  found  out  that  he  was  out  with  the  mob  Sunday  night,  and 
went  to  his  house.  I  seen  them  on  Sunday  evening,  six  men,  with  their 
guns,  mounted  on  horses,  and  between  sundown  and  dark  then  I  saw 
three  more  going  in  the  direction  the  way  the  cailnon  fired.  And  then 
the  day  of  the  election  I  was  at  Tailholt— that  was  my  voting  plac^ 
and  I  saw  two  guns  on  the  ground  that  day  and  heard  lots  of  swearing 
and  cursing  going  on  and  heard  them  saying,  <^  We  are  going  to  take  the 
box;"  and  they  run  my  brother  off,  and  they  called  him  a  thief  and  a 
scoundrel,  and  everything,  to  my  face. 

Q.  You  say  they  ran  your  brother  off!— A.  Yes,  sir;  fipom  the  poUs. 

Q.  Did  he  vote!— A.  No,  sir;  he  was  one  of  the  inspectors  over  the 
box,  but  when  they  rode  up  in  the  morning  they  hollered  out  for  them 
to  get  the  guns,  and  they  all  started  for  the  guns,  and  he  got  down  off 
his  horse  and  said,  '^Oentlemen,  I  came  here  to  hold  a  peaceable  and 
quiet  election — my  part  of  it — and  I  don't  feel  disposed  to  hold  an  election 
under  a  double-barreled  shotgun,  and  if  you  are  going  to  take  the  box 
I  will  give  it  up  and  go  back  home;"  and  he  unlocked  the  box  and  sat 
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it  down  on  the  gronnd  and  told  them  to  take  it,  and  he  turned  around 
aod  went  off;  and  they  kept  calling  him  a  thief,  and  everything,  to  his 
&ce,  and  flnaUy  said  tilie  reason  he  left  was  becaase  he  was  a  coward; 
ADd  I  remarked  tihat  that  was  not  it;  that  he  knew  there  had  been 
threats  made  before  to- mob  him,  and  he  knew  if  he  staid  there  that  he 
▼oald  get  killed,  and  he  left  to  keep  from  getting  hurt.  As  I  made  that 
remark  my  brother-in-law  jumped  up  and  made  for  me,  and  says,  ^'By 
Ood,  I  want  you  to  understand,  sir,  that  I  brought  a  shotgun  on  this 
ground,  and  by  Gtod  I  can  use  it,  too.''  And  the  crowd  gathered  around 
me  ana  of  course  I  was  afraid  to  say  anything,  as  I  saw  them  running 
their  hands  under  their  coats.  I  didn't  see  any  pistols,  but  there  were 
two  shotgnns  on  the  ground,  and  I  did  not  say  anything,  but  I  just  had 
to  stand  there  and  take  the  abuse  from  the  crowd. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  this  man,  year  brother-in-law  f — A.  S.  S. 
8tame8,jr. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  all  these  people  whom  you  say  thus  abused  you  Democrats! — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  brother  was  the  Eepublican  inspector! — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  yourself  hold  any  office  after  the  election  f — A.  No,  sir. 
I  wanted  them  to  appoint  me  in  his  place  after  he  left,  but  they  would 
Dot  do  it    They  appointed  a  Democratic  man  to  hold  the  election. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  further  which  took  place  at  the  election  f — A. 
l^othing  more  than  they  went  on  and  made  threats  and  swore  around 
there.  They  did,  after  the  note  came  that  J.  P.  Matthews  was  killed; 
they  waived  their  hats  and  formed  a  procession,  and  went  and  got  their 
goBs  where  they  had  been  stacked  just  above  the  polls. 

Q.  How  did  they  receive  the  news  of  the  mui*der  of  Mr.  Matthews; 
did  they  express  joy  or  regret,  or  what! — ^A.  Joy;  they  waived  their 
hats  over  their  heads  and  yellea  and  whooped.  One  man  who*  I  think 
wasaD^nocrat,  and  had  been  up  to  that  time,  and  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  that  day,  remarked ;  he  said,  ^^  Gentlemen,  it  don't  make  any  differ- 
euoe  how  mean  a  man  is,  I  cannot  rejoice  over  his  death";  and  about 
a  dozen  of  them  run  to  him,  and  got  mad  and  said  they  could  rejoice 
over  his  death,  and  if  they  were  not  satisfied,  they  could  kill  more; 
that  th^  would  not  stop  at  that. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect  on  the  Bepublican  vote;  did  the  colored 
people  vote  the  ticket  generally  that  oayf — ^A.  No,  sir;  there  was  not 
a  single  colored  man  voted  there. 

Q.  Did  you  yourself  vote! — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  I  voted. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  the  vote  was  at  that  beat  on  that  day! — 
A.  No.  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Which  way  was  the  majority;  which  party  had  the  majority  or  the 
most  votes  as  counted! — ^A.  The  Democratic  party  cast  the  most  votes 
that  day. 

Q.  What  had  been  the  usual  vote  in  that  beat  before  that  time! — A. 
According  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the  Independents  have  had  the 
majority. 

.  Q.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  have  not  related,  any  fact  in  this 
connection!  Do  yon  know  anything  of  these  visits  to  the  houses  of  the 
negroes  in  the  neighborhood! — A.  Nothing  more  than  hearsay. 

Q.  These  two  occasions,  on  Baturdav  and  Sunday  night,  were  the 
only  times  yon  saw  these  mounted  men! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  recognize  any  of  them  either  time! — A*  On  Sunday  even- 
ing I  did. 
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Q.  Oan  you  give  their  names  t — ^A.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  give  all 
of  them;  I  oan  give  about  three  of  them. 

Q.  Give  such  names  as  you  can,  if  you  have  no  objection  t— A.  Mr. 
McGinnls  is  one;  Mose  Stames  is  another:  and  John  Kewton;  and  I 
won't  be  positiyeybut  I  think  the  same  8.  B.  Stames  was  in  the  crowd, 
too. 

Q.  Were  these  men  all  of  one  political  party f — A.  Tes,  sir;  they 
were  all  of  the  Democratic  party.  And,  furthermore,  the  day  of  the 
election  the  pastor  of  the  church  there  in  the  neighborhood — he  was  a 
strong  Democratic  man — and  he  came  to  me,  and  taking  me  off  one  side, 
told  me  he  didn't  want  me  to  think  hard  of  him  about  the  way  thmgs 
were  going  on ;  that  he  could  not  help  it ;  and  he  says,  ^^They  wanted  me 
to  go  after  your  brother  and  bring  him  back  " ;  and  he  says,  *^  I  was  afraid 
to  go."  I  asked  him  why,  and  he  told  me,  '^  I  want  you  to  teU  your 
brother  not  to  think  hard  of  me."  I  asked  him  why.  <<I  was  afraid  to 
go  and  tell  him  there  was  not  any  danger  at  the  polls  when  I  saw  there 
was  danger,  and  I  knew  he  would  be  hurt,  and  I  didn't  want  to  tell  him; 
and  I  want  you  to  tell  him  not  to  think  hard  of  me  for  voting  and  doing 
as  I  have  done."    I  believe  that  is  about  all. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Did  you  vote  yourself  on  that  day!— A.  Yes;  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  the  Independent  ticket f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  voted  the  In- 
dependent ticket;  I  didn't  care  about  voting  with  a  lot  of  murderers,  or 
at  least  men  that  I  looked  upon  in  that  way  at  that  time;  and  I  consider 
them  that  now. 

BiOHABD  CoxwELL  swom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Pbyb  : 

Question.  Do  you  live  at  Hazlehurstf — ^Answer.  No,  sir;  I  live  ^ 
miles  east  of  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Were  you  Democratic  inspector  for  the  precinct  where  Mr.  Mat- 
thews was  killed  f — ^A.  I  was  one  of  them. 

Q.  One  of  the  Democratic  inspectors  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Were  you  in  there  when  he  was  killed  f — A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q-  Who  else  besides  yon  was  in  there  at  the  timet — A.  I  think  Mr. 
George  Hamilton  was  there. 

Q.  What  was  he — a  clerk t— A.  Ko,  sir;  he  was  a  man  who  referred 
to  the  poll-book ;  an  inspector. 

Q.  Who  else  f— A.  Mr.  George  Bankston,  Mr.  S.  D.  Burch,  and  E.  K 
Wheeler. 

Q.  That  is  Bas  Wheeler f— A.  Yes,  sir;  uid  J.  P.  Matthews. 

Q.  What  time  did  Mr.  Matthews  vote  f— A.  Soon  after  9  o^clock;  the 
polls  were  open  about  9  or  a  few  minutes  after  9. 

Q.  Was  he  the  challenger  on  the  part  of  the  Bepublicans  t — A.  If  be 
had  been  appointed  as  such  I  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Wheeler  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Democrats  f — A.  I  do  not  know  that  certain,  that  he  had.  I  would  Ulse 
to  make  a  little  statement  there.    When  they  arranged  for  voting  and 

Eot  things  ready  there,  there  was  a  request  made  for  all  to  get  out  of  the 
ouse  except  those  that  had  a  perfect  right  to  remain  there. 
Q.  That  is,  the  officers  f— A.  Yes,  sir.    Mr.  Matthews  ranarked— I 
heiutl  him  remark— he  says,  <'  I  reckon  I  have  a  right  to  remain  here,' 
that  <*  Wheeler  and  myself  are  chaUengers."    That  is  the  first  I  knew  of 
Either  of  them  being  challengers. 
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Q.  YoQ  were  the  man  to  receive  the  votes! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was 
the  poeition  I  occupied  myself^  as  ticket  receiver. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Matthews  offer  you  his  votef — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Did  yoa  receive  itt — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  then  hear  a  gun ;  as  soon  as  you  received  the  vote,  did 
jou  hear  a  gnnf — ^A.  Well,  pretty  soon  after. 

Q.  After  yoa  heard  the  gun,  what  next  did  you  see  f— A.  After  Mr.. 
Matthews  handed  me  his  ticket  I  called  the  name  J.  P.  Matthews,  that 
the  clerks  might  have  his  name.  Daring  this  time  I  fblded  ap  hi» 
ticket,  that  I  might  drop  it  into  the  boz^  and  whilst  Mr.  Bankston  wa» 
referring,  as  it  were,  taming  to  his  initials,  and  the  clerk  writing  his 
name,  there  was  a  gan  fired. 

Q.  What  did  yoa  see  next  after  the  gan  was  fired  f— A.  I  believe,  a» 
well  as  my  memory  serves  me,  I  saw  Mr.  Wheeler. 

Q.  Did  yoo  see  Mr.  Matthews  on  the  groand — on  the  fioor  f — ^A.  I  saw 
Wheeler  first. 

Q.  What  was  Wheeler  doing  t — ^A.  He  was  standing  near  a  side  door 
<tfthebailding. 

Q.  Did  he  have  a  gan  in  his  hands  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  dot — ^A.  He  soon  walked  oat  of  the  hoase. 

Q.  Did  yoa  see  him  anbreeching  the  gan  to  take  the  cartridges  oat  t — 
A.  Well,  now,  I  don't  know  what  he  was  doing.  I  saw  him  doing  some- 
thiDg  to  the  gun,  bat  I  don't  wish  to  state  anything  bat  what  I  know, 
and  if  I  say  that  I  saw  him  taking  the  cartridges  oat  and  replacing^ 
more  there,  I  conld  not  say  that  positively. 

Q.  But  yoa  saw  him  doing  something  to 'his  gant — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he 
was  doing  something  to  his  gan,  bat  I  coald  not  say  positively,  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  something  over  20  feet  from  where  I  was. 

Q.  Did  yoa  hear  any  conversation  between  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr. 
Matthews  in  the  town  hoase  that  morning  f 

The  WiTiTBSS.  Previons  to  the  shooting  t 

Hr.FRYS.  Yes. 

The  WiTKSSS.  Well,  yes.  sir. 

Q.  What  was  itf— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  it  condacted  qaietly  t— A.  I  saw  them  at  a  distance  of  per- 
bam  20  feet  flrom  me,  or  maybe  farther. 

Q.  Talking  qaietly  together f— A.  Yes,  sir;  talking  low.  I  did  not 
understand  a  word  they  said. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  excitable  or  excitingf — ^A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Any  row  between  themf — A.  Not  that  I  saw.  I  was  not  expect- 
ing anything  of  that  kind  to  come  ap,  and  conseqaently  I  hadn't  any 
siupicionof  it. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  aboat  their  conversation  or  demeanor  which 
attracted  yoar  attention  f — A«  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Matthews  offered  his  vote  was  he  excited  or  qaietf — A* 
If  he  was  in  any  way  excited  I  didn't  detect  it. 

Q.  Was  he  pleasant  or  otherwise! — ^A.  If  he  was  otherwise  I  did  not 
detect  it 

Q.  Did  yoa  see  any  weapons  aboat  him  when  he  offered  his  votef — 
A.  After  he  fell  I  saw  a  weapon.  ^ 

Q.  I  say  when  he  offered  his  vote,  when  he  was  shot,  did  yoa  see  any 
weapons  aboat  him  f— A.  No,  sir ;  from  the  fiact  that  I  was  not  looking 
St  him  when  he  was  shpt. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  who  picked  np  the  weapon  that  was  down  under  him 
when  he  lidlf— A.  It  was  not  under  him. 
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Q.  Where  was  itt — ^A.  Well,  oomparing  this  stick  to  his  body  [indi- 
catiDgJ,  the  pistol  was  lying  about  there  [indicatingj,  near  his  body. 

Q.  In  ear  the  side  of  him  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Kear  the  hip  pocket  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  discovered  it  and  took  it  np  f — ^A.  I  think  I  dlB- 
covered  it  Arst  myself,  for  Mr.  Matthews  was  standing  I  think  witiun 
4  feet  of  me  when  he  teSL 

Q.  Do  yon  think  yon  discovered  the  pistol  flrstf — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  bat  I 
didii't  pick  it  np. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did  pick  it  npf — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Q.  Who!— A.  Mr.  McGinnis. 

Q.  What  McGinnis  is  that  t — ^A.  Jim  McOinnis. 

Q.  The  one  the  witnesses  have  talked  about  as  being  in  the  mobt— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  Did  you  see  that  pistol  before  Mr.  McGinnis  came  in  t^A.  Yes, 

air. 

By  Mr.  Oahbbon: 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  saw  these  two  men  speaking  together 
quietly  in  a  certain  part  of  the  room. — A.  I  judged  them  to  be  quiet 
If  there  was  any  feeling  between  them  in  this  conversation  I  didn't  de- 
tect ft. 

Q.  And  afterwards  when  the  board  requested  all  those  who  had  no 
business  in  the  room  to  go  out,  Mr.  Matthews  stated  that  he  reckoned 
he  had  aright  to  remain  tiiere,  as  he  and  Wheeler  were  challengers  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  before  or  after  he  and  Wheeler  had  this  conversation  in 
the  room  f — A.  It  was  just  after,  if  I  mistake  not,  that  they  had  this  con- 
versation.   I  do  not  think  I  am  mistaken  on  that  point. 

Q.  That  is  your  best  recollection  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  If  I  understand  you  correctly  there  was  no  one  in  the  room  after 
this  shot  was  flred  except  the  persons  you  have  mentioned — the  inspeet- 
ors  of  election,  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  Mr.  Matthews  f — A.  Yes,  sir:  if  there 
were  I  have  no  recollection  of  it.  There  had  only  been  a  short  time 
since  they  were  requested  to  go  out  as  it  were,  and  then  the  polls  of 
election  were  announced  open  and  Mr.  Matthews  was  the  first  one  that 
presented  a  ticket,  and  if  there  was  any  one  in  there  that  hadn't  got 
out  by  this  request  I  don't  remember  seeing  them. 

Q.  You  saw  nobody  ! — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  remember  ot 

Q.  But  people  came  in  after  Mr.  Matthews  was  shot  and  fell,  did 
they  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  see  this  pistol  lying  by  the  side  of  MM^&ews; 
as  soon  as  you  saw  him  fallf — A.  I  did  not  see  him  fidl. 

Q.  You  saw  him  soon  after  he  fellf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  as  I  remarked  in 
the  first  outset,  I  wish  to  state  so  that  you  may  understand  me.  When 
the  gun  fired,  the  clerks  to  the  left  attracted  my  attention  and  Mr. 
Bankston,  who  was  referring  to  the  book  of  names.  The  gun  fired ;  I 
expect  it  rather  frightened  me,  and  probably  I  jumped ;  I  don't  remem- 
ber that  I  did  or  did  not,  and  I  looked  down  towards  the  side  door,  and 
the  first  man  I  saw  in  that  direction  was  Mr.  Wheeler. 

Q.  With  a  gunt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  a  gun  in  his  hand;  and  per- 
haps as  long  a  space  of  time  as  you  could  count  one,  two,  three,  fooir,  I 
looked,  as  it  were,  near  in  firont  of  me,  and  there  lay  Mr.  Matthews. 
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Q.  Did  yoQ  see  the  pistol  by  his  sidet — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  I  looked 
down  there  lay  the  pistol.  Ko  one  had  been  as  near  to  him  when  I  saw 
the  pistol  as  I  was  right  then  myself,  I  am  satisfied. 

Q.  Nobody  had  come  near  him! — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Mr.  McGinnis  had  not  come  in  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  not  when  I  came  in. 
I  had  not  moved  off  my  seat ;  I  was  sitting  on  the  counter. 

Q.  As  qnick  as  possible  after  you  heard  the  report,  you  looked  in  the 
direction  of  the  report  and  saw  Mr.  Wheeler  with  a  gun  t-*A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  saw  Matthews  with  a  pistol  besi<^  him  lying  pros- 
trate t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  people  began  to  come  in  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Very  quick 
people  began  to  come  in. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  nothing  in  the  world  to  lead  you  to  suppose 
thatsach  an  occurrence  would  have  taken  placet — A.  if  there  was  I 
didnt  detect  it.  Now  if  I  had  been  expecting  such  a  tiling,  or  had  the 
least  idea  of  such  a  thing,  I  might  have  seen  something,  probably,  that 
voald  have  led  me  to  believe  such  a  thing  would  take  place,  but  I 
hadn't  the  least  idea  of  it. 

Q.  You  had  heard  nothing  to  indicate  it  f — ^A.  NO;  sir ;  nothing  to 
indicate  such  a  thing. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  mther  from  Mr.  Matthews  directly  or  from 
othen,  of  his  making  threats  against  Democrats  t  Do  you  know  whether 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  carryiug  arms  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own 
penooid  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  h^rd  from  others  of  his  statement  that  he  carried  arms  t 
—A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  you  know  in  that  regard. — A.  I  heard  a  man  say  not 
long  since  that  Mr.  t*rank  Guynes  one  day — ^if  I  mistake  not  Guynes 
said  he  was  in  Matthews's  store,  and  Print,  as  we  generally  called  him^ 
had  a  pistol  there  or  about  him  somewhere.  Mr.  Guynes  asked  him. 
says  he,  <<  Print,  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  that  pistol  f  or  ^^What 
are  yon  doing  with  itf  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  he  sud,  '<  I  have 
got  it  to  kill  those  damned  Democrats  with." 

Q.  What  was  Mr.  Matthews's  character  as  a  peaceable  man  or  other- 
wise t— A.  I  am  not  posted.  1  knew  Mr.  Matthews  when  I  saw  him  as 
I  know  some  of  his  brothers  who  are  here  to-day.  I  know  them  when  I 
see  them  and  they  know  me. 

Q.  You  were  not  on  intimate  tenns  then  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  his  general  character  and  disposition  f — ^A.  No, 
or;  only  from  hearsay,  and  I  would  not  pretend  to  vouch  for  those 
heaisays,  all  of  them  especially. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  negroes  were  armed  in  Oopiah 
County  on  election  day  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge, 
but  I  heard  they  were. 

Q.  Were  there  rumors  to  that  effect  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  it  from  one  or  several  persons  f — A.  I  heard  it  re- 
ported from  several;  I  could  not  tell  you  how  many. 

Q.  Where  did  they  say  they  were  in  arms ;  what  part  of  the  county  f — 
A.  At  Brown's  store,  east  of  Hazlehurst.  for  one  place. 

Q.  How  far  east  ot  Hazlehurst  f — ^A.  I  think  about  12  miles.  I  don't 
know  that  I  can  state  the  exact  distance. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  that  was  the  general  rumor  about  Hazlehurst  t-^ 
A  Yes,  sir^  I  think  so,  and  then  also  west  or  southwest  of  Hazlehurst, 
about  Spencer's  Mill. 

Q.  Were  those  rumors  prevalent  on  election  day  f — ^A.  I  heard  suck 
there.  t  i 
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Q.  Did  they  seem  to  be  credited  by  the  people f — A.  YeB,  sir;  I 
think  so. 

Q.  You  belong,  I  understand,  to  the  Democratic  parly  t-*A.  I  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you'know  the  people  of  Copiah  well,  and  the  persons  who  com- 
pose the  Democratic  party  f — ^A.  I  know  a  great  many  there,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Democratic  party,  the  large  msyimtjof 
the  Democratic  party,  countenance  or  indorse  acts  of  violence  or  law- 
lessness f — A.  I  do  not  think  they  do.  There  may  be  a  few  of  that 
principle  in  that  county,  as  we  might  say;  well,  even  a  few  in  different 
counties,  in  every  county ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  is  the  general  sentiment  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  Oopiah  County  in  regard  to  deeds  of  violence  and  lawleea- 
nesst — ^A.  I  think  they  are  opposed  to  such ;  I  think  that  is  the  general 
sentiment. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  was  the  general  sentiment  in  regard  to  the 
killingof  Matthews  the  day  he  was  killed  f— A.  Well,  now,  sir,  I  hardly 
know  how  to  answer  that  question. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  You  can  state  whether  it  was  generally  approved  or  not,  can't 
yout — ^A.  I  think  the  killing  of  Matthews  is  approved  by  a  great 
many,  and  by  a  good  number  is  very  much  opi>osed.  I  am  of  the 
impression,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  that  the  killing  of  Matthews 
is  opposed  by  a  majority  of  the  county. 

Q.  That  is,  disapproved  oft — A.  Yes,  sirj  by  a  majority  of  the  vot^s 
of  the  county. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  general  sentiment  and 
feeling  in  Hazlehurst  and  throughout  the  county  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion—^o  you  know  whether  there  was  any  belief  that  Mr.  Matthews  was 
to  be  killed  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  heard  of  nothing  to  indicate  anything  of  that  kind  f— A I 
cannot  say  that  I  did,  from  the  fact  that  I  went  to  very  few  of  those 
political  gatherings,  and  I  have  never  heard  but  very  few  political 
speeches  in  my  life ;  but  very  few.  I  have  heard  of  Mr.  Matthews  in 
some  political  sx>eeches  that  he  would  make — I  have  heard  of  him  using 
some  hard  language  in  regard  to  the  Democrats,  but  I  cannot  say  that 
I  heard  it  myself.  As  many  speeches  as  Mr.  Matthews  has  made  in 
Copiah  County,  I  only  remember  to  have  heard  him  on  one  occasion^ 
and  that  was  the  winding  up  of  one  speech  when  he  talked  about  ten 
minutes,  and  I  think  that  was  the  only  speech  I  ever  heard  him  make. 

Q.  Was  that  in  this  canvass  t — ^A.  It  was. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  speech  f— A.  I  heard  nothing  of 
no  great  importance  no  way. 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 
Q.  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  clerk,  was  there  in  the  town  house  f— A.  Tes, 
sir :  one  Mr.  George  Hamilton. 

Q.  I  didn't  understand  you  to  name  himf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  named  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  the  people  came  in  after  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  did  any- 
body bring  any  shotgunsf — A.  I  saw  a  shotgun  in  the  house  after  Hat- 
thews  was  killed. 

Q.  Who  had  itf — ^A.  Now,  sir;  you  are  too  hard  for  me.  I  don^ 
know  who  brought  it  in.  It  monght  have  been  in  the  house  at  the  Hat^ 
60  far  as  I  know,  or  it  mought  have  been  brought  in^^^^l^r. 


ALLEGED    ELECTION  OUTBAGES   IN  MISSISSIPPI.  167 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  whose  it  was  or  who  had  it  t — A.  I  think  I  know 
who  had  it  in  their  hand  at  the  time  I  saw  it. 

Q.  Who  was  itt — A.  Mr.  Morrison. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  is. 

Q.  Is  he  a  relative  of  Mr.  Wheeler's  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  by  marriage. 

Q-  What  is  his  relation  to  Wheelerf — ^A.  Wheeler's  son-in-law. 

Q.  Did  yon  believe  on  the  day  of  election,  or  about  that  time,  that 
the  negroes  in  yonr  county  were  under  arms  going  to  march  on  the 
white  ment — ^A.  I  didn't  believe  that  they  were  going  to  march  on  the 
white  men  at  that  place,  at  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Didnt  you  think  the  whole  story  was  as  ridiculous  a  one  as  could  be 
gotten  up,  honor  brightf — A.  Now  at  this  box  that  I  named  where  the 
colored  voters  outnumbered  the  white  voters,  that  is  what  I  learned  they 
did  on  the  election,  in  the  evening,  and  I  had  no  right  to  dispute  it. 

Q.  What  occasion  had  the  negroes,  if  they  outnumbered  the  white 
people,  to  arm  themselves  and  march  on  the  whitest — ^A.  As  I  Just  re- 
marked, my  hearing  that  such  was  the  case,  that  the  colored  people  had 
come  armed  to  this  voting  place.  Brown's  store,  that  I  alluded  to,  under 
the  circumstances  I  had  no  right  to  dispute  it  at  all;  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  a  colored  man  carrying  a  shotgun  in  that 
ooontyt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  his  shooting  a  white  man  with  itt — ^A.  I 
have  heard  of  riots,  and  coloi-ed  men  killing  white  men. 

Q.  In  that  county,  have  you  heard  of  riots  t — ^A.  Well,  I  don't  know 
that  I  have  particularly  in  that  county. 

Q.  You  have  not  then  in  that  coun^,  have  you ;  you  have  not  heard 
of  any  such  thing  in  that  county  t — A.  I  say  I  don't  know  that  I  have 
particularly  in  that  county. 

0*  Now,  you  say  that  the  killing  of  Matthews  is  approved  by  some 
aod  opposed  by  some  in  that  county ;  are  they  pretty  nearly  divided 
between  tliose  who  approve  it  and  those  who  oppose  it,  according  to 
yoar  opinion  t — A.  I  don't  know ;  I  give  you  my  opinion ;  I  don't  know 
that  I  have  fixed  upon  a  positive  opinion  upon  that  point. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  whether  your  idea  is  that  the  people  were  evenly 
divided.  You  said  that  a  good  many  opposed  it  and  a  good  many  did 
not^A.  I  remarked  that  I  believed  the  greater  number  were  opposed 
to  it 

Q.  That  I  understand;  but  are  not  the  greater  number,  or  even  the 

majority  in  that  county A.  I  said  I  thought  a  majority.    Kow,  as 

to  how  much  over  a  majority,  which  is  the  question  which  you  wish  me 
to  answer 

Q.  Wait  and  hear  the  question.  My  question  is,  whether  the  majority 
in  that  county  have  not  usually  been  Bepublicanst — ^A.  Kot  of  the 
whites,  they  have  not. 

Q.  But  <rf  the  whole  county  t — ^A.  Well,  I  don't  know ;  I  think  it  has 
been  pretty  well  divided. 

Q.  Pretij  evenly  divided  t— A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  I  suppose  all  the  Republicans  disapproved  of  the  killing  of  Mat- 
thewst — ^A.  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Q.  Is  not  that  yonr  belief  t— A.  I  don't  know,  there  may  be  some  to 
the  oontraiy.  But  I  might  say  a  majority  of  the  Bepublicans  I  think 
disapprove  of  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  a  majority  of  the  Democrats  approve  of  itt 

The  Witness.  Are  in  flavor  of  itt 

TheCHAiBMAK.  Yes. 

A.  Ko,  I  have  heard  several  say  they  were  opposed  to  it.   ^         ^ 
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Q.  Bat  the  n\%jorityf — ^A.  I  have  not  canvassed  the  coonty  over  io 
ascertain  the  sentiments  of  every  Democrat  in  it. 

Q.  Bat  can  yoa  express  an  opinion  as  to  whether  a  minority  of  the 
Democrats  approve  that  act  or  nott— A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  any 
farther  than  I  have  already.  I  do  not  know  how  to  answer  the  qoes- 
tion  any  farther  than  that  I  know  nothing  abont  it  only  as  a  gaess; 
I  am  jast  gaessing  abont  it 

Px.  A.  B.  P1TX8  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Qaestion.  Yon  live  in  Hazlehnrstt — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  a  Democrat) — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  Bas  Wheeler  t — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  At  any  time  sabseqaent  to  the  killing  of  Matthews  by  Bas. 
Wheeler  did  yon  have  a  conversation  with  Wheeler  teaching  itt— A« 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  itf — ^A.  It  was  at  the  Hazlehnrst  hoteL 

Q.  Did  yoa  and  he  go  to  the  depot  and  get  the  papers  tpom  New  Or- 
leans?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  papers  did  yon  gett— A.  The  Times-Democrat;  I  believe  I 
^ot  both  papers,  one  for  myself  and  one  for  Mr.  Wheeler. 

Q.  Did  yon  and  he  proceed  to  read  them  t — ^A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  In  those  papers  was  there  an  acconnt  of  the  killing  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  conversation  ensned  between  yoa  and  Mr.  Wheeler 
teaching  that  acconnt — ^A.  We  were  reading  the  acoonnt  of  the  kill- 
ing, and  I  made  the  observation  relative  to  the  statement  of  the  Times- 
Democrat  that  Wheeler  and  Matthews  were  enemies — when  I  read  that 
part  of  the  narrative  I  stopped  and  asked  him,  I  said,  ^^Bas.,  that  is 
not  so,  is  itf  and  he  said,  ^^Ko;  we  have  always  been  on  very  fnendly 
terms.^  ^  We  began  then  to  read  again.  He  remarked,  '^No;''  be  said, 
<<  We  have  always  been  on  very  friendly  terms,''  and  1  believe  he  said 
that  Mr.  Bnmet  knew  that  they  had  always  been  very  friendly. 

Q.  Daring  tliat  conversation  did  yon  not  ask  Wheeler  how  he  hap- 
pened to  do  itf— A.  I  either  asked  him  or  he  volnntarily  proposed  to 
give  me  a  rather  particular  accoant  of  the  killing,  so  mnch  so  that  be 
showed  me  the  different  positions  that  they  occnpied  at  the  polls,  bat  I 
do  not  think  that  he  told  me  anything  abont  the  circamstances  con- 
nected with  it  or  the  cause  of  it  He  showed  me  where  the  different  in- 
spectors were  situated,  where  he  was  standing,  and  where  Matthews  was 
standing,  and  I  think  that  was  about  alL 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  shot  him  t— A.  1  could  not  say  that  he  did 
I  naturally  inferred  that  he  did,  and  he  may  have  stated  as  much.  I 
could  not  positively  state  though  that  he  said  that  he  killed  him. 

Q.  Did  he  describe  the  situation  of  the  parties? — A.  Yes,  sir;  be 
described  where  he  was  standing  when  he  shot  him.  Yes,  I  might  say 
that  he  said  that  he  killed  him. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  had  anything  against  him  when  he  shot 
him  t — ^A.  He  had  just  previously  remarked  that  they  had  always  been 
friendly. 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  that  he  and  Matthews  had  a  conversation  jost 
as  Matthews  came  into  the  polls  t— A.  I  think  I  asked  him  in  refisrenoe 
to  that,  having  heard  it  before.  I  asked  him  if  they  had  not  a  conver- 
sation, and  I  could  not  state  whether  he  txM  me  that  they  had,  bat  I 
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bdieve  thongh  that  he  told  me  that  they  did  have.  My  recollection 
is  not  good  on  that  point. 

Q.  &e  if  yon  can  recall  it  Didn't  he  say  to  yon  that  l^e  said  to  Mr. 
Matthews  as  he  was  passing  by,  "Print,  don't  vote  to-day''!— A.  Tesj 
I  believe  he  did. 

Q.  And  did  he  not  say  that  Matthews  said  he  should  votet-^A.  I  do 
not  remember  that.  It  occurs  to  me  that  he  told  me  that  he  re4uested 
Mr.  Matthews  not  to  vote. 

Q.  He  did  not  say  there  was  any  altercation  between  him  and  Mat- 
thews at  all  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  were  the  surgeon  who  attended  Mr.  Burnet,  were  you  notf — 
A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Burnet  come  into  your  office  to  settle  the  bill  subsequent  to 
being  well  and  ontf— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Burnet  what  conversation  took  place  between  you 
and  Wheeler  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  when  you  asked  Wheeler  what  made  him  do  it  after  he  had 
infcrmed  you  that  they  were  friends  and  had  been  all  along,  you  asked 
him,  ^*  What,  then,  Eas.,  made  you  do  that  thing  f  and  did  he  not  say  to 
yoo  that  after  the  crowd  passed  the  resolution  instructing  him  not  to  vote, 
and  he  sent  back  word  be  should  vote,  that  he,  Wheeler,  was  delegated, 
either  by  lot  or  vote,  to  kill  him  if  he  did  vote  t — ^A.  I  do  not  remember 
asking  Bas  his  reasons  for  killing  him,  why  he  did  do  it,  but  I  remem- 
ber that  that  part  of  the  conversation  followed.  He  stated  to  me  in  so 
many  words  tiiat  it  was  by  lot  that  it  fell  upon  him  to  do  it. 

Q.  And  it  was  not  any  enmity  of  his  to  Matthews,  but  simply  he  was 
obliged  to  do  it  because  it  fell  upon  him  by  lotf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  Matthews  go  to  you  and  ask  for  protection  f — A.  He  did 
not  ask  me  to  protect  him.  Be  came  to  me  one  morning  in  the  hotel,  I 
ttiink  on  Monday  previous  to  the  election,  and  called  me  into  the  hotel 
I>arlor  and  told  me  that  he  had  some  fears  about  his  safety;  that  he 
had  been  informed  that  parties  were  coming  into  town,  and  it  was  their 
porpose  to  morder  him  and  his  family.  I  tried  to  assure  him  that  it  was 
a  falae  conoe|>tion  on  his  part.  I  told  him  that  I  had  heard  nothing  of 
the  sort,  and  I  did  not  think  it  could  be  true.  Bat  he  was  very  uneasy 
and  requested  me  to  go  and  see  the  sheriff. 

Q.  Hargravet — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  get  Hargrave  to  promise  him  to  in* 
rare  him  that  he  would  protect  him. 

Q.  Did  yoa  and  he  got  t 

The  WiTiiBSS.  Myself  and  Matthews! 

Mr.  Fbts.  Yes. 

A  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  got— A.  Yes,  I  did,  in  company  with  Mr.  Day,  at  that 
time  a  citizen  of  Hazlehurst. 

By  Mr.  Jones: 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Matthews  well  t— A.  I  could  not  say  that  I  did, 
on  a  strict  construction  of  that  phrase.  I  saw  him  frequently  and  I 
t^new  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  character  was  as  a  man  of  peace  or  other- 
wise t— A.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  his  qualities. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  whether  he  was  a  peaceable  or  violent  man  t — 
A.  I  never  knew  anything  to  the  contrary  of  my  own  personal  knowl- 
edeei 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehurst  on  the  day  of  the  election  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  were  any  rumors  in  the  town 
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of  aimed  bodies  of  negroes  being  at  the  polls  in  different  parts  of  the 
oonnty  f — A.  It  was  romored  late  in  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  dee- 
tion  day,  that  a  considerable  number  of  armed  negroes  were  at  Brown's 
store,  and  had  been  probably  nearly  all  day;  that  they  were  not  voting, 
but  were  merely  standing  aroand  with  their  gans. 

Q.  Were  those  ramors  generally  credited  at  Hazlehurst  t — ^A.  The 
news  reached  Hazlehurst  at  night,  or  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon,  and  it 
was  pretty  soon  contradicted,  I  think  in  an  hour  or  two.  I  do  not  think 
the  news  reached  Hazlehurst  until  4  or  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
it  was  contradicted  iu  about  three  hours ;  that  is.  this  much,  we  heard 
that  they  were  not  violent  or  showing  any  signs  of  violence  or  anything 
of  the  sort.  We  first  heard  that  they  were  tiiere  with  guns.  I  believe 
that  most  every  one  was  satisfied  after  an  hour  or  two. 

Wesley  Fobd  sworn  and  examined. 
ByMr.  Fbye: 

Question.  Where  do  yon  livef — ^Answer.  I  live  in  beat  4,  G<qnah 
Oounty,  Mississippi. 

Q.  Were  you  inspector  at  Heath's  Store  precinctf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  there  on  the  day  of  the  election  f — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  state  to  the  committee  the  appeaxance  of  things  there 
that  day,  the  day  of  election;  were  you  a  Bepublican  inspector f— A  I 
was  the  Independent  inspector. 

Q.  You  have  been  a  Democrat  before  t — ^A.  I  have  always  voted  a 
mixed  ticket.  I  have  voted  one  or  two  Democratic  tickets  straight,  but 
I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  a  mixed  ticket 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  there t — ^A.  I  went  there  tolerably  early; 
perhaps  it  was  9  o'clock  when  I  got  there. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  going  on  theref  ^A.  I  did  not  see  anything 
that  was  out  of  the  way  at  all  when  I  first  got  there.  Colonel  Jones 
and  myself  went  in  together.  I  carried  the  box,  and  I  walked  into  the 
store  and  sat  the  box  down,  and  some  of  them  made  some  remarks 
about  Colonel  Jones  being  there,  and  they  said  they  would  like  to  have 
one  election  without  him  if  possible^  and  some  of  them  made  a  remark 
that  they  would  have  an  election  without  him,  and  I  taken  Dr.  Bond 
out  myself  and  told  him  if  they  were  going  to  have  a  fuss  there  at  the 
commencement  I  would  resign  my  position  and  go  home. 

Q.  »Were  these  Democrats  that  were  making  the  talk  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  he  told  me  no,  that  I  need  not  do  that,  that  he  would  see  that  I 
was  not  insulted  or  interfered  with  at  all ;  but  as  to  Jones  he  could  not 
say.  I  said  that  if  they  were  going  to  insult  or  abuse  Jones  in  any  way 
I  would  tell  him,  and  he  could  go  home  at  the  start,  and  he  rather  op- 
posed  it;  and  I  didn't  say  anything,  and  we  went  on  then  and  made 
our  arrangements,  and  at  9  o'clock  opened  the  polls,  and  everything 
went  on  well  enough  for  a  while,  and  Jones  voted,  aod  after  he  voted 
they  raised  a  fuss  with  him  and  told  him  he  had  to  leave  the  ground, 
and  did  make  him  leave,  and  cursed  and  abused  him  right  smart.  As 
to  myself  they  did  not  insult  me  in  any  way,  and  I  gotiJong  very  welU 
and  staid  there  until  sundown,  and  they  were  drinking  right  smart  ana 
talking  very  loud  and  making  a  good  deal  of  ftiss,  and  I  thought  it 
was  about  time  I  was  going  away,  and  I  left. 

Q.  Were  the  Democrats  armed  t — ^A.  I  did  not  see  any  armed  at  all 

Q.  Was  it  stated  there  that  they  had  arms  stacked  somewhere Y— A 
I  never  heard  of  it. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  leave  f — A.  About  dusk. 
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Q.  Yon  left  the  box  in  their  hands  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Didnt  you  leel  safe  to  stay  there  any  longer! — A.  I  did  not  feel 
like  staying.  I  had  a  good  many  friends  on  the  ground,  those  of  the 
Democratic  party,  that  said  I  should  not  be  hurt,  but  I  did  not  care 
about  being  abused  or  insulted,  and  I  thought  I  would  be. 

Q.  Was  tiiere  noise  and  confusion  f — A.  They  were  drinking  a  good 
deal  and  made  more  noise  than  they  would  otherwise. 

Q.  Any  threats! — ^A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  need  for  any  threats ; 
there  was  nobody  there  but  roe  on  the  Independent  side. 

Q.  Did  anybody  intimate  to  you  that  they  could  get  along  without  youT 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  could  get  along  without  me. 

Q.  Bat  you  thought  it  prudent  to  go  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  left  the  box  in  the  hands  of  the  Democrats  f — ^A.  Yes, 

BIT. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live,  do  you  say  t — ^A.  In  beat  4. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  anything  of  this  raiding  around  through  there f — 
A  No,  sir;  there  was  nothing  of  that  kind  nearer  than  Tailholt,  and 
two  miles  or  so  firom  where  I  live.  I  could  hear  of  it,  but  I  did  not  see 
anyUiing. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  any  gunsf — A.  Ko,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  any  guns. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Was  not  Colonel  Jones  sick  that  day  t— A.  Well,  I  believe  he  was 
complaining  some. 

Q.  Was  he  not  complaining  of  chills,  and  feeling  as  thongh  he  was 
going  to  have  a  chill  f — ^A.  I  don't  remember  about  his  saying  anything 
aboat  a  chill,  but  I  believe  he  complained  of  being  sick  some  and  for 
some  time  after,  and  maybe  before. 

Q.  Did  he  not  leave  and  come  home  because  he  was  feeling  unwell  f — 
A.  No^  sir;  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  I  think  that  is  what  he  testified. — A.  I  do  not  think  he  did  accord- 
ing to  my  judgment.  I  do  not  think  he  would  have  gone  if  he  had  not 
been  driven  ott';  that  is,  he  was  cursed  and  abused  and  told  to  leave, 
which  I  suppose  is  about  the  same  thing. 

Q.  Did  not  Colonel  Jones  give  general  advice  to  the  negroes  who 
were  there  not  to  scratch  their  tickets  f — ^A.  I  didn't  hear  anything  going 
on  outside  unless  it  was  loud.  I  was  in  a  little  room,  and  I  did  not  hear 
anything  on  the  outside  except  what  I  could  hear  in  a  loud  tone. 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  them  that  if  they  scratched  their  tickets  their 
^ckets  would  not  be  counted! — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  hear  that  he  gave  such  advice? — ^A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  heard  nothing  of  thatt — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  the  difBculty  that  he  had  there  a  personal  one  with  Mr. 
Kelson t— A.  If  it  was,  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  of  any  difficulty  between  him  and  Kelson  f — ^A. 
Ko,  sir;  I  think  they  were  good  friends  up  to  that  date. 

Q.  Didn't  you  hear  of  tiieir  having  a  difficulty  that  day!— A.  Of 
course,  I  heaid  when  it  first  commenced.  Mr.  Nelson  raised  his  voice, 
I  think ;  I  taken  it  to  be  him.  I  didn't  see  none  of  it ;  I  only  heard  what 
I  taken  to  be  his  voice. 

Q.  Did  he  draw  his  gun  on  Nelson  f — ^A.  I  didn't  see  that  at  all :  I  Just 
heard  the  talking.  I  was  inside  of  the  room,  and  this  was  on  tne  gal- 
lery or  near  the  store  door. 

Q-  Ton  did  not  hear  Colonel  Jones  talking  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  Ton  heard  nothing  that  he  said  t — ^A.  Nothing  at  all. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  all  that  was  said  to  himf— A.  I  did  not  hear  him 
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say  anything  at  alL  I  heard  several  talking;  I  dont  know  who  th^y 
were,  except  Nelson ;  I  knew  his  voice. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  anything  that  he  said  in  response  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  did  not  hear  him  talking  to  the  negroes  at  ailt— A.  No, 
sir.  I  saw  him  talking  to  somebody  along  as  he  came  up.  After  the 
polls  were  opened  I  did  not  see  him  talking  with  them  at  all,  bnt  he  was 
talking  with  them  some  before  the  polls  were  open.  If  he  talked  with 
them  afterwards,  which  he  might  have  done,  I  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  There  was  no  fighting  or  trouble  at  that  poll,  I  believe  t— A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Everybody  voted  who  wanted  to  votet — ^A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  votet — A.  I  did  not  Btap  to  see  it 
counted. 

Q.  What  is  your  idea  about  itt — ^A.  I  could  not  say;  I  never  had 
voted  there  before  in  my  life,  and  I  do  not  know  what  the  vote  that  was 
cast  was. 

Q.  You  voted  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  everybody  who  wanted  to  vote  the  Independent  or  Bepnbli- 
can  ticket  voted  itt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

ByMr.  Fbts: 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  did  count  them  or  nott— A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Yon  had  leftt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  know  that  everybody  who 
wanted  to  voted. 

D.  p.  Weight  sworn  and  examined. 
ByMr.  Fbye: 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live  t— Answer.  In  Haslehurat. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there t — A.  I  have  lived  there  abont 
four  years. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  live  before  thatt — ^A.  I  have  lived  in  the  ooonty 
since  1866. 

Q.  Were  you  bom  in  Mississippi  t — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  bom  at  Nash- 
ville. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  politics  t 

The  Witness.  Since  the  wart 

Mr.  Fbte.  Well,  for  the  last  ten  years  t — ^A.  Since  the  war  I  have 
always  voted  the  Ilemocratic  ticket  until  four  years  ago. 

Q.  And  since  then  with  the  Independents  t — ^A.  Yes^  sir.  This  man 
Matthews,  I  voted  for  him  for  sheriff  several  times,  while  I  was  afUiat- 
ing  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Were  you  the  Independent  inspector  at  the  Hazlehurst  west  bozf 
— A.  No.  sir ;  I  was  challenger  at  the  Hazlehurst  west  box. 

Q.  Inuependent  challenger  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Democratic  challenger  t — ^A.  J.  L.  Meade. 

Q.  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  happened  there  at  that  box  during  the  day  t — ^A.  There  was 
nothing  very  much  out  of  the  usual  course  of  things  went  on  there. 

Q.  Didn't  you  leave  t— A.  I  staid  there  until  they  adjourned  at  noon. 

Q.  Did  you  go  back  after  noon  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not  t — ^A.  Well,  I  saw  the  election  was  gone,  and  there  was 
no  use  of  staying  there.  I  went  over  to  Mr,  Matthews,  and  I  found  the 
familyin  a  good  deal  of  trouble  there,  and  I  staid  there. 

Q.  Weren't  there  any  threats  around  Hazlehurst,  west  boxt 
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The  Witness.  Against  whom  t 

Mr.  Frye.  Against  any  of  the  Bepnblicans. 

A.  I  did  not  hear  any  specially. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  men  marched  np  to  the  box  to  vote,  oolored  ment 
—A.  They  came  in  there  and  voted.  There  was  plenty  of  gnns  and 
anch  things  as  that  aroond  there. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  guns  in  the  hands  of  anybody  except  Democrats  t 
— ^A.  N0|  sir. 

Q.  Did  yoa  see  any  of  the  colored  men  marched  np  to  the  box  to 
Tote,  or  men  armed  with  gnns  t — ^A.  I  protested  against  any  armed  men 
belDg  allowed  to  come  into  the  conrt-honse.  They  came  to  the  door 
with  gaps. 

Q.  With  colored  ment — A.  I  don't  know  who  they  came  with.  Col- 
ored men  wonld  come  in  and  vote  the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  I  do 
not  know  what  inflnenoe  they  brought  to  bear  npon  them  to  make  them 
do  it. 

Q.  Did  yoa  see  them  coming  up  to  the  door  in  company  with  men 
with  annst — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  saw  them;  bnt  there  was  such  a  passing  to 
and  fio  I  coold  not  tell  whether  they  were  escorting  them  or  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  at  any  time  cannon  fired  on  the  street  f 

The  Witness.  What  day! 

Mr.  Fbte.  Any  day. 

The  Witness.  I  heard  the  cannon  firing  on  election  day  there. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  Monday;  were  you  on  the  streets  in  Hazle- 
hurst t-^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  got  into  Hazlehurst  about  three  or  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  What  was  going  out — ^A.  The  town  was  full  of  armed  men. 

Q.  Mounted  menf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  mounted  when  I  saw  them. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing f — A.  They  were  riding  around  the  streets. 

Q.  Making  any  noise  f — A.  When  I  saw  them  first  they  had  crossed 
over  on  the  east  side  and  halted.  The  rear  of  the  column  was  right  in 
front  of  J.  P,  Matthews's  store;  the  front  of  it  was  below. 

Q.  How  many  men  should  you  say  there  weref — ^A.  I  should  say  100, 
125,  or  150;  I  didn't  pay  any  particular  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Armed  with  guns  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  dof — A.  They  staid  there  half  an  hour  or  twenty 
minutes,  or  such  a  matter;  and  I  think  at  that  time  they  had  come  over 
there  and  halted  and  sent  a  messenger  up  to  Mr.  Matthews^s  house. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  one  of  them  go  toward  Mr.  Matthews's  house  f — ^A. 
I  did  not  see  him. 

Q.  That  you  understood  to  be  the  time  when  the  message  was  sent  to 
himt-*A.  Yes,  sir;  such  I  understood  to  have  been  the  case. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  firing  at  the  store t — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no 
firing  there  that  evening.  » 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  in  the  momingf — ^A.  I  was  not  there  in  the 
morning. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  time  the  last  resolutions  were  served  f — ^A. 
Tea,  sir. 

Q.  At  Mr.  Matthews's  house  f — ^A.  I  got  there  about  half  an  hour  after 
they  were  served ;  you  mean  the  Copiah  County  resolutions  f 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  Yes;  I  was  at  the  house  a  short  time  after  they  were 
«m  ed  there. 

Q-  Were  yon  a  member  of  t^e  Independent  executive  committee  f — 
A  Tes,sir. 

Q«  werd  you  present  when  Handy  Fortner  was  brought  before  the 
«ommitteet— A.  No,  sir. 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


174  ALLEOED  ELECTION  OUTRAGES  IN  MI8SI88IPPL 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  a  letter  sent  to  A.  W.  Burnet,  threaten- 
inff  bimf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  of  itt — ^A.  I  read  it 

Q.  Where  did  you  read  it  f — ^A.  When  Burnet  left  there  he  deputized 
some  one  to  take  his  mail,  and  I  believe  that  a  son  of  mine  possibly 
took  the  letter  out  of  the  post-offioe  and  broke  it  open  and  showed  it  to 
me. 

Q.  Did  you  read  itt — ^A.  Yes,  sir :  I  read  it. 

Q.  See  if  that  is  a  copy  of  it  (handing  a  paper  to  witness].— A. 
[After  examining  the  paper.]  I  think  that  is  it,  sir,  verbatim  wnost; 
that  is  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Fbts,  I  will  read  it: 

Hazlkbubst,  November  8, 1886. 
A  W.  BURNXT : 

We  weie  in  hopes  that  your  dark  Tisaged  face  would  not  be  aeen  on  our  streetB 
again.  Yon  haTe  no  bnsinete  here.  We  now  five  yon  £dr  warning  to  leare  at  onoe, 
or  yon  will  meet  the  fate  of  yonr  friend,  J.  P.  liattnews.  X. 

By  Mr.  Pbyb: 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  letter  which  J.  P.  Matthews  received  three  or  foor 
days  before  he  was  killed,  of  a  like  charactert — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  that  signed  f— A.  150. 

Q.  Did  you  compare  the  handwriting  of  that  letter  with  this  one 
which  was  crossed! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  written  by  the  same  mant — ^A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  whose  handwriting  it  isf — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not 
know  the  handwriting. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Matthews  notified  Burnet  not  to  come 
backf 

Hhe  Witness.  Which  Mr.  Matthews! 

Mr.  Fbtb.  J.  P.  Matthews. 

Th^  Witness.  Not  to  come  back  f 

Mr.  Fbtb.  Yes;  J,  M.  Matthews,  the  son,  and  daughter;  do  yoa 
know  whether  they  notified  Burnet  not  to  come  backf 

The  Witness.  1  know  they  wrote  to  him,  but  I  do  not  know  what 
advice  they  gave  him.  If  I  could  have  known  where  he  was  I  should 
have  advised  him  not  to  come,  however. 

Q.  You  acted  as  vice-president  of  the  executive  committee  in  his  ab- 
sence, did  you  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  vice-president  of  the  executive  committee,  of  course  you  looked 
around  to  see  the  condition  of  things.  I  ask  you  now  whether  or  moL 
prior  to  the  election  and  during  the  election,  there  was  not  a  state  of 
great  excitement  all  through  Copiah  County  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  intense  ex- 
citement. 

Q.  A  reign  of  terror;  people  frightened f — ^A.  I  could  not  call  it  any- 
thing else. 

Q.  Did  not  the  executive  committee  of  the  Bepublican  party  or  Inde- 
pendent party  appeal  to  the  officials  to  do  something  to  keep  it  down 
and  to  protect  themf — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  of  Mr%  Burnetts  making  attempts! — ^A*  Yes,  sin 

Q.  What  time  do  you  remember  his  making  any  f — ^A.  I  know  there 
were  repeated  appeals  made  to  the  sheriff  there  to  stop  that  dlBorder  in 
beats. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  time  when  T.  E.  Matthews  made  his  afB- 
davitt— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  whether  or  not  at  that  time  Burnet,  as  diair- 
man  of  the  committee^  appealed  to  Hargravo  to  do  something  to  atop 
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the  kiUiiig  of  people t — ^A.  I  think  he  did;  but  I  know  Mr.  Matthews 
appealed  to  him  on  Satarday  evening;  I  was  with  him  myself.  I  could 
Dot  say  I  was  with  him  when  he  made  the  appeal,  but  I  fell  in  with  him 
op  at  Uie  comer,  where  he  had  been  talking  with  him,  and  I  saw  he  was 
excited,  and  I  asked  him  what  was  the  matter,  and  he  said  he  had 
been  asking  Hargrave  to  stop  that  lawlessness  in  beat  3:  and  be  said 
that  Mr.  Meade,  and  Mr.  Harris,  and  other  lawyers  there,  had  told  Har- 
grave that  he  could  not  act  without  a  warrant  or  affidavit. 

Q.  Was  not  Burnet  there  at  that  timef — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  there 
a  few  minutes  afterwards. 

By  Mr.  Sattlsbubt: 

Q.  Yon  were  challenger  at  what  pollf — ^A.  West  Hadehnrst 

Q.  Bid  everybody  vote  there  who  wanted  tot — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  intimidation  of  voters,  or  any  force  brought  to 
besff  to  compel  men  to  vote  contrary  to  their  sympatbiest — ^A.  riot  in- 
dde  of  the  court-house  I  didn't  see  any. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  outside  f — A.  I  was  not  outside. 

Q.  Then,  so  far  as  you  know,  at  those  polls  everybody  voted  accord- 
ing to  their  own  wishes  f — ^A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  fact  that  shows  they  did  not  t  If  so,  state. — ^A. 
I  know  that  men  who  were  fully  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  they 
woald  vote  the  Independent  ticket  in  the  morning  changed  their  minds 
by  12  o'clock.  There  was  certainly  a  great  revolution  in  their  minds 
from  the  morning. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  you  saw  any  force  used  to  compel  anybody  to 
Totef— A  I  did  not  see  any  force. 

Q.  Did  the  colored  people  go  and  vote  there — ^vote  Democratic  and 
Bepoblican  tickets  bothf — ^A.  Very  few  Bepublican  tickets,  or  Inde- 
pendent tickets,  rather. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  wrote  those  letters  to  Burnett — A.  No,  sir^ 
I  have  never  professed  to  know. 

Q.  They  were  simply  threatening  letters,  the  origin  of  which  you 
have  no  knowledge t — ^A.  I  have  no  knowledge;  no,  sir. 

H.  F.  BuFKiN  sworn  and  examined. 
ByMr.  Fbtb: 

Qnestion.  Where  do  you  live  t— Answer.  I  live  in  beat  3,  Oopiab 
CoQQty. 

Q.  What  part  of  itt — ^A.  I  live  near  the  voting  prednct  Tailholt. 

Q.  How  far  firom  Hazlehurstf — ^A.  About  20  miles. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  lived  theref^-A.  I  have  lived  on  that  place 
Iincel866. 

Q.  Were  yoa  bom  in  Miasissippit — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  politics  f-- A.  I  have  been  a  Democrat  up  to 
fonr  years  ago;  since  that  I  have  been  rather  Independent,  and  vote  as 
I  please. 

Q.  Have  yon  held  office  as  a  Democrat! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  an  Independent! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  What  offleef — A.  I  was  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

Q.  Btocted  from  Copiah  County  f— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  When  was  thatt— A.  I  was  elected  in  1879,  four  years  ago  last  Ml. 

Q.  Where  do  yoa  say  you  voted  this  yeai^-«t  Tailholtl^A.  I  did 
Bot  vote  this  year. 

Q.  Did  yoQ  go  to  the  pollsf— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  Tailbolt  your  voting  placet— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  yoa  goT— A.  It  was  after  the  tuinal  voting  time; 
I  suppose  it  was  about  ten  o'clock. 

Q.  What  did  yon  see  there  that  deterred  you  dromvotingf— A.  Every 
one  seemed  to  be  in  a  good  deal  of  disorder,  noisy,  whooping,  hollowing, 
and  I  conld  occasionally  hear  a  pistol  fire  off  around,  and  it  looked  like 
a  good  deal  of  disorder. 

Q,  Did  you  see  any  men  there  with  gunst — ^A.  I  saw  but  one  man 
with  a  gun.    I  heard  there  were  a  good  many  guns  about,  though. 

Q.  Was  it  generally  understood  tiiat  there  were  guns  stored  there!— 
A.  Well,  it  seemed  to  be. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  there  f — ^A.  I  suppose  I  staid  there  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  see  while  you  were  there  that  disturbed  you  9— 
A.  Well,  just  before  I  got  there  one  of  the  Independent  inspectors  gave 
up  the  box;  he  had  left  just  before  I  got  there  and  it  seemed  as  if  the 
voters  were  determined  not  to  hold  an  election,  the  way  they  talked, 
unless  he,  Mr.  Allen^  would  act  as  inspector.  He  went  off  and  met  some 
of  his  neighbors  commg  in  as  he  went  off,  and  they  insisted  that  he  should 
hold  on  and  reconcile  things.  I  heard  that;  I  didn't  see  them.  And 
he  did  so.  He  waited  until  he  sent  a  messenger  and  the  messenger 
returned;  (I  did  not  hear  that)  but  when  the  messenger  came  back  he 
told  him  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  safe  to  go  there  and  vote,  and  it 
seems  they  did  not  think  it  would  be  right  to  allow  anybody  else  to  hold 
the  election.  I  thought  it  well  to  go  home.  Pistols  were  firing  off,  and 
I  had  never  seen  it  l^ore  at  that  place;  it  is  generally  a  very  orderly 
place. 

Q.  Did  you  go  home  without  voting  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  usual  vote  at  that  precinct  as  between  parties  f-— 
A.  Well,  the  Independent  ticket  for  a  few  elections  had  been  a  little 
ahead,  a  few  votes  ahead. 

Q.  Can  you  tell. about  how  much  the  usual  Independent  vote  there 
was  in  number! — ^A.  I  think  Colonel  Eling,  for  governor,  got  126  votes, 
but  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  He  was  the  Independent  candidate  t — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  how  many  votes  were  counted  there  this  day  f — A.  I  do  not 
know.  I  saw  a  statement  and  I  think  there  were  seven  Independent 
votes  there,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  know  how  many  Democratic  votes  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Prior  to  the  day  of  election  you  may  tell  the  committee  what  yoa 
saw  of  these  mounted  ment — ^A.  Well,  on  Saturday  evening,  before  the 
election,  whidi  I  believe  was  the  3d,  there  came  three  gentlemen  to 
my  house,  and  they  came  in  and  told  me  they  wanted  a  word  with  me. 
and  we  walked  out,  and  it  seemed  like  they  could  scardely  broach  the 
subject,  as  if  they  had  something  to  say  or  warn  me  of,  or  something 
that  they  could  not  well  tell,  and  they  never  did  fully  get  it  out  But  it 
seemed  like  there  was  danger  threatening  the  neighborhood  thcie,  and 
they  had  come  through  to  see  if  they  could  not  tell  everybody  to  be  in- 
doors, not  me  at  all,  but  some  other  parties  living  up  above  around  there, 
thatthey  had  better  be  indoors  when  these  men  came,  that  were  coming 
that  night.'  They  taken  supper  with  me:  one  was  a  son-in-law  of  mine. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat  t— -A.  Yes,  sir,  I  reckon  so.  After  the  supper 
he  put  at  me  to  go  np.    They  were  to  meet  at  a  little  store. 

Q.  Who  were  to  meet  t — ^A.  The  Democratic  party,  he  said ;  this  trav- 
eling club.  They  called  it  a  club  or  clubs.  They  represented  to  me 
there  were  about  four  countiee  to  combine,  lincolUi  F^nuikUn,  Jeflferson, 
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and  Ckypiah.  That  is  the  way  they  represented  it  to  me.  They  said 
it  would  be  better  for  the  neighborhood  if  I  woold  go  ap  and  see  the 
commanding  officer — I  believe  they  called  him  major — and  I  cohclnded  I 
would  ride  up  wiUi  them,  and  I  did  so,  and  when  I  got  there  there  were 
a  good  many  men  on  the  ground;  it  was  a  dark  night;  they  were  not 
moonted  men;  their  horses  were  tied.  They  were  quiet  and  making  no 
Doise  when  I  got  there,  and  they  didn't  stay  but  a  very  little  while,  and 
then  called  on  somebody  for  a  speech,  and  nobody  seemed  to  want  to 
make  a  speech,  and  finally  ihey  called  on  Bas.  Wheeler,  who  was  com- 
maoding,  to  make  a  speech. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  his  speech  f — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  sayT — A.  Very  little.  It  seemed  like  there  had 
come  in  some  new  troops  that  had  not  been  with  them  before,  and  his 
remarks  were  to  give  them  an  insight  into  what  they  had  been  doing. 
He  said  they  were  electioneering,  that  they  had  started  at  Spencer's 
Hill,  and  told  them  the  round  they  had  taken,  and  said  tbey  had  spent 
a  good  deal  of  time  securing  and  trying  to  persuade  the  negro  to  vote 
their  way,  and  now  they  had  set  out  to  undertake  to  make  him. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  they  had  undertaken  to  make  himf — ^A.  Ko,  sir, 
he  did  not  tell 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
Q.  Did  he  say  what  their  round  had  been  from  Spencer's  Millt — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  around  by  the  Matthews  place,  and  around  over  Ferguson's  • 
neighborhood,  and  they  were  then  starting  in  and  going  to  give  that 
ndghborhood  a  good  electioneering  tour. 

By  Mr.  Feyb  : 

Q.  Did  they  mount  before  you  leftf — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  as  soon  as  he  got 

thioQgh  his  speech  he  ordercKi  the  men  to  mount,  and  they  mounted; 

they  seemed  to  be  well  drilled ;  they  fell  into  line  readily  and  rode  ofu 

Q.  Were  they  armed  with  guns  t — ^A.  There  was  a  good  many  guns; 

I  don't  know  whether  they  all  had  guns. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  there  there  T — A.  I  could  not  say ;  it  was  a 
dark  night;  I  would  suppose  there  were  150  men,  probably. 

Q.  Where  did  they  got — A.  They  started  north ;  they  went  some 
half  a  mile,  and  it  seemed  like  they  all  fired  their  arms  at  one  time;  it 
was  terrible  shooting;  the  worst  I  had  heard  sioce  a  little  battle  I  had 
heard  during  the  war;  they  were  shooting  at  nobody  though;  they 
were  out  in  an  old  field. 

Q.  But  I  suppose  within  the  sound  of  a  good  many  colored  people  t — 
A.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 
;      Q.  When  did  you  next  hear  anything  about  them  t-— A.  One  of  those 
j  m^  came  back  to  my  house  that  night;  he  got  there  Just  before  morn- 
ing, and  spent  the  next  day  with  me.    I  never  saw  any  more  of  tbem. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  they  had  been  doing  T— A.  He  said  they  had 
been  electioneering,  and  had  been  pretty  successful. 
.     Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  they  hsid  done  T — ^A.  No^  sir ;  no  more  than 
telling  certain  houses  they  had  went  tlirough ;  he  didn't  tell  of  having 
hart  anybody  at  all. 
Q.  But  he  told  about  going  to  the  houses  ? — A.  Yes,  su:. 
Q.  But  didn't  tell  what  they  didt — ^A.  No,  sir:  well,  they  found  very 
few  men  and  not  a  great  many  women ;  the  mfti  I  do  not  think  they 
fonnd;  I  think  he  said  they  divided  when  they  got  off  a  little  from  the 
store,  and  one  company  went  one  way  and  another  company  the  other, 
And  the  company  he  was  with  didn't  find  any  men. 
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Q.  Where  were  the  men  that  they  did  not  findf — ^A.  In  the  woods, 
Isappose. 

Q.  Were  these  houses  that  they  visited  Bepublican  houses  f— A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  And  of  colored  people  generally f — A.  Yes,  sir;  altogether,  I 
think ;  I  do  not  think  they  visited  any  white  people  that  night  Tbey 
rested  on  Sanday  until  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  then  they  had 
a  terrible  cannonade  on  Sunday  evening.  I  think  that  was  forUie 
gathering  of  the  troops. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  cannonading  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  of  course  you  ooold 
hear  the  cannon. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  more  of  them  Sunday  night  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect  on  your  colored  neighbors  all  through  that 
section  of  the  country  of  these  demonstrations  f — ^A.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  keeping  them  away  from  the  polls.  I 
think  that  if  they  had  been  let  alone  on  the  day  of  election  they  wonld 
have  polled  a  full  vote. 

Q.  Had  it  frightened  them  into  the  woods — did  they  sleep  in  the 
woods  f — ^A.  They  had  been  in  the  woods  then  for  ten  days.  There  had 
been  a  continual  firing  for  two  weeks  before  that 

Q.  These  colored  people  had  been  in  the  woods  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Women  as  well  as  men  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  women,  so 
they  said.  I  saw  the  men ;  I  didn't  see  the  women,  but  they  said  the 
women  were  in  the  woods. 

J.  B.  Allen  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet — ^Answer.  I  live  in  beat  3,  CopuA 
County. 

Q.  What  part  of  beat  3;  which  precinct t— A.  Tailholt  precinct 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f — A.  I  have  lived  there  eleven 
years. 

Q.  Bom  in  Mississippi? — A.  I  was  bom  in  Tennessee. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army! — A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  politics T — ^A.  I  was  a  Democrat  up  to  1879. 

Q.  And  since  then  have  been  an  Independent! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Independent  committee  this  yearf— I 
was. 

Q.  And  did  you  have  a  brother  who  was  secretary  of  the  Democratic 
committee  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conference  with  your  brother  touching  politics 
this  yearT — A.  I  had  a  message  from  him  by  another  brother,  and  a 
proposition  from  this  younger  brother  to  me. 

Q.  What  was  it  f — A.  It  was  that  there  was  going  to  be  trouble  and 
that  he  thought  my  life  was  in  danger,  and  the  proposition  was  that  if 
I  would  withdraw  from  the  opposition  committee,  that  he  would  with* 
draw  as  secretary  from  the  Democratic  committee ;  that  he  did  not  want 
to  be  on  opposite  sides  when  there  was  going  to  be  trouble  in  the  coanty. 

Q.  Did  you  withdraw! — ^A.  I  did  not  I  met  him  after  I  had  received 
the  message  and  proposition  through  my  other  brother  and  had  a  talk 
with  him  on  the  subject.  I  told  him  that  I  would  withdraw  if  he  would 
vote  against  the  Demoqfatic  party ;  that  I  would  withdraw  and  take  no 
part  in  politics;  but  he  would  not  agree  to  that 

Q.  Was  anything  said  at  that  time  about  this  danger  that  was  threa^ 
ingt — ^A.  Nothing  particularly.    There  was  something  said  about  it, 
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Imt  I  considered  the  source^  and  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  I  was  in  any 
danger,  and  did  not  think  so.  The  party  that  he  had  heard  speak  aboai 
shooting  the  first  man  if  they  got  into  trouble  was  a  deserter  from  the 
Confederate  army  that  left  me  there  to  do  the  fighting,  and  I  did  not* 
think  there  was  any  danger  in  it,  bnt  I  gave  him  a  sound  lecture  oii< 
keeping  such  company.  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  there  was  any  danger* 
in  that:  that  he  might  rest  easy  on  that. 

Q.  will  yon  please  tell  the  committee  what  you  knew  and  saw  about 
this  mobt — A.  I  saw  but  little  of  it.  There  was  one  of  the  mob  came 
by  my  house,  a  brother-in-law  of  my  wife^s.  He  called  me  out  Saturday 
night  the  time  they  passed  through  that  neighborhood,  and  requested  me 
to  go  with  them ;  thought  it  would  be  maybe  best  for  me  to  go  with  him ; 
th^  there  was  no  telling  what  they  might  do  to  me.  They  might  bum 
my  boose  or  my  gin,  and  there  was  no  telling  what  they  might  do,  and 
that  it  would  be  safe  and  prudent  for  me  to  go  and  give  my  presence  to 
that  mob. 

Q.  What  was  your  reply  t — A.  My  reply  was  that  I  could  not  give 
my  presence  to  a  mob,  to  such  a  turnout  as  that  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  mob  at  any  time  t — ^A.  I  did  ndt  see  the  main 
body.  There  were  parties  who  passed  my  house,  some  from  Claiborne 
CoQDty  that  I  was  acquainted  with  that  8topx>ea  to  get  water  at  my 
boose. 

Q.  Mounted  and  armed T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  mounted  and  armed. 

Q.  For  how  long  were  these  squads  or  companies,  or  the  mob  itself, 
parading  around  there  through  that  whole  section  of  the  country  T— A. 
I  think  it  was  two  weeks.  I  understood  they  went  by  Joe  Meade's  di- 
rection. The  clubs  were  instructed  to  go  to  the  public  meetings  to 
purify  the  atniospbere. 

Q.  To  the  JRepublicau  meetings  f— A.  To  the  public  speakings.  They 
were  to  go  there  and  purify  the  atmosphere. 

By  the  Ghaibican: 

Q-  To  the  meetings  of  what  party  t — ^A.  The  Bepublican  or  the  Inde- 
pendent speakings. 

By  Mr.  Fete: 

Q.  And  for  two  weeks  they  had  been  parading  around  through  the 
whole  country  t— A.  Well,  one  or  two  clubs  in  that  neighborhood  would 
go  to  these  little  gatherings,  as  I  understand,  to  purify  the  atmosphere. 

Q.  How  soon  did  they  commence  calling  upon  houses  and  jiurifying 
the  atmosphere  there  t— A.  That  was  just  a  few  days  before  the  elec- 
tion, a  week  or  five  or  six  days  before. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Frank  Hayes  and  his  wife!— A.  I  did;  I  followed 
them  up;  I  expected  they  had  done  some  mischief.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing I  rode  out  on  my  horse  to  the  northern  end  of  the  beat.  1  heard 
they  had  shot  Frank  Hayes.  1  knew  Hayes  when  he  was  a  slave  and 
I  rude  there  and  saw  him  shot  and  his  wife— his  leg  shot  to  pieces  with 
buckshot  and  his  wife  shot  in  the  chin  and  through  the  neck  and  through 
the  Bhoulder— four  bullet  holes  besides  where  it  struck  her  chin  with  one 
hall. 

Q.  When  was  that  done t-— A.  Saturday  night. 
Q.  How  far  from  you  was  that  t— A.  Five  or  six  miles  from  where  I 
live. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  firing  around  that  night t— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw 
niore  guns  and  heard  more  guns  fired  in  one  week  than  I  have  heard 
•mce  1  lelt  the  Confederate  army  in  1865.    All  through  the  country  the 
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neighbors  were  practicing  with  their  pistols ;  they  all  had  their  pistols ; 
boys  of  17  or  18  years  of  age  had  their  pistols,  ftimished  by  the  pUlais  of 
the  charch  in  the  neighborhood. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean,  the  Democratic  chnrcht — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  of 
coarse.  They  rested  Sunday  nntil  3  or  4  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  did 
not  hear  the  artillery  ontil  I  got  back  home  late  in  the  evening,  and 
then  I  heard  the  cannon. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  hear  thatT-— A.  I  don't  know;  a  good 
many  times. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect  of  all  this  business  on  the  colored  people 
living  around  in  that  whole  section  of  the  country  t — ^A.  Well,  they 
were  intimidated,  but  they  went  to  the  polls  and  would  have  polled  a 
good  vote  if  they  had  been  allowed  to  vote. 

Q.  Where  did  they  sleep  at  nightt — ^A.  They  slept  in  the  woods. 

Q'  Did  any  women  sleep  in  the  woodsf— A.  Tes,  sir;  men  and  women 
slept  in  the  woods. 

Q.  And  came  home  day  times  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  Ijake  care  of  any  of  them  or  look  after  any  of  themt — Al, 
"So'j  none  of  them  came  to  my  house.  I  knew  of  some  going  to  other 
houses  in  the  yards  of  other  people  where  they  were  not  expected  to 
visit.  They  did  not  visit  all  the  white  people  in  the  countiy ;  it  was 
the  negroes  that  they  visited. 

Q.  Did  you  go  up  to  Tailholt  on  election  dayf — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  you  saw  at  Tailholt. — A.  I  saw  the  bulldozers  there 
in  force. 

Q.  Were  any  of  these  men  there  who  belonged  to  the  company  of 
raiders  f — ^A.  They  were  all  there. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing  there  f — ^A.  They  were  talking  loud  and 
making  remarks  to  intimidate  voters,  and  reading  dispatches  from 
certain  places  that  so  many  negroes  were  killed  and  so  many  wounded— 
seven  hundred  killed  and  so  many  wounded  at  different  places. 

Q.  Did  they  have  anybody  there  with  guns  f — A.  I  saw  only  one  gon 
on  the  ground. 

Q.  Were  the  guns  aronnd  there  stacked T — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were 
there,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it 

Q.  Was  it  generally  understood  around  there  by  the  people  that  guns 
were  stacked  near  by  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  well  understood. 

Q.  How  many  of  you  Independents  got  up  courage  enough  to  vote 
that  day  at  Tailholt  f — A.  There  was  seven  of  the  young  ones — ^boys— 
that  did  not  feel  that  they  were  outraged,  and  they  staid  and.  held  on 
and  voted  in  the  evening. 

Q.  Did  you  vote! — A..  No,  sir;  I  did  not.    I  left  without  voting. 

Q.  So  that  the  Independent  party  threw  seven  votes  that  day  t— A 
Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  I  heard :  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  t — ^A.  I  was,  fitMn 
that  beat. 

Q.  Did  that  executive  committee  do  anything  in  any  way  to  stir  op 
the  negroes  to  strife  f — ^A.  Kothing  in  the  world. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  colored  men  armed  t — ^A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  colored  men  make  threats  t— -A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  any  uprising  of  the  negroes  against  the  white 
menf — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  never  a  more  ridiculous  report  ever  dr- 
culated  in  Copiah  County  than  the  report  that  negroes  were  arming 
themselves  or  that  Mr.  Matthews  encouraged  such  a  thing. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Matthews  f — ^A.  J  had  known  him  finom  boy- 
hood. 
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Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  speeches  f — ^A.  I  heard  him  make  the 
first  and  last  speech  he  ever  made. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  those  speeches  to  aronse  the  negroes  f — ^A. 
Kothing  in  the  world. 

Q.  Was  not  the  execatiye  committee  doing  all  it  could  to  quiet  the 
fears  of  those  people  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  also  doing  all  it  could  to  get  the  other  side  to  stop  itf— A. 
Tbe  committee  T  I  do  not  know  about  that.  The  last  few  meetings 
of  Uie  committee  I  did  not  attend.  I  started  to  go  to  the  last  meeting 
of  Uie committee,  but  did  not  get  there;  my  heart  failed  me  or  my  cour- 
age or  something. 

Q.  Your  courage  gave  out! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  made  it  give  out  T — A.  Well,  I  heard  so  many  guns  in  front. 
I  did  not  know  but  what  Grant's  army  might  be  in  front. 

Q.  And  you  retreated  T — A.  Well,  by  the  advice  of  a  man  that  I 
thought  had  as  much  sand  in  his  gizzard  as  I  had,  and  who  said  he 
thoQght  it  was  not  safe  for  me  to  go  any  further,  I  stopi>ed.  I  did  go 
though  within  half  a  mile  of  the  firing,  but  concluded  that  I  had  no 
business  at  Hazlehurst,  and  went  back  home. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  one  question  at  this  point.  Are  you  fiamil- 
iar  with  the  character  of  the  negro  race  in  that  neighborhood t— A.  I 
am. 

Q.  Had  they  any  means  of  getting.arms  in  any  considerable  numbers, 
80  to  as  you  know  f — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  they  could  not  buy  them. 

Q.  Did  they  have  arms,  so  far  as  you  know  or  believe  T — A.  There  are 
Tery  few  of  them  that  have  a  shotgun. 

Q,  What  is  the  temper  and  character  of  the  negro  race  about  rising 
against  the  white  men  and  combining  f — A.  They  are  a  timid  people, 
and  can  be  easily  intimidated.  Why  one  white  man  in  Copiah  County 
can  rout  twenty-five  of  them. 

Q.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  you  whether,  knowing  the  estimate  in  which 
the  negroes  are  held  there,  whether,  in  your  judgment,  the  rumor  that 
the  negroes  were  rising  against  the  whites  is  one  which  would  have 
obtain^  belief,  to  any  considerable  extent,  among  the  whites  there  f — 
A.  There  is  not  a  white  man  or  black  man  in  Copiah  County  that  ever 
believed  such  a  report;  not  a  white  or  black,  Democrat  or  Kepublican, 
not  a  single  one.  It  was  always  reported,  however,  that  Matthews  was 
going  to  arm  the  negroes;  that  was  the  common  argument. 

By  Mr.  Gaicebon  : 
Q.  One  of  the  Democratic  lies. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  oneofthe  Democratic  lies. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 
Q.  Nobody  believed  it. — ^A.  No,  sir;  nobody  believed  it;  not  a  Demo- 
crat in  the  county  believed  it,  not  a  single  one.    I  know  these  people, 
and  I  knew  Matthews,  and  they  all  knew  him.  • 

By  the  Chaibican: 
Q.  It  was  something  like  arming  a  lot  of  sheep  against  the  shepherds 
I  suppose.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Q.  Have  you  property  there  T — ^A.  I  have. 

Q.  Much  T — ^A.  I  have  a  little  piece  of  property  there  that  cost  me 
15,000;  I  made  it  with  my  hard-earned  money;  I  made  it  with  that  hard 
tst  [indicating]. 
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Q.  A  plantation  f — A.  A  small  plantation,  water-mill,  and  gin  that  I 
built  with  my  own  hands. 

Q.  Has  it  been  improved  in  value  by  these  occurrences  down  there!— 
A.  I  will  tell  you  just  how  much  it  has  been  improved.  It  cost  me  15^000 
in  money,  and  I  have  offered  it  for  (2,500.  I  have  had  a  picture  oi  the 
house  struck  to  get  out  an  advertisement  offering  it  for  half  the  monej 
that  it  cost  me. 

Q.  Do  you  find  any  takers T — A.  Not  yet;  I  have  not  advertised  it  yet 

Q.  But  you  want  to  get  off! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  certainly  I  do.  If  I  conM 
get  rid  of  what  I  have  got  I  would  not  live  there  half  a  minute. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
Q.  "Were  you  not  inspector  of  the  Independent  party  of  Tailholt  pre- 
cinct on  that  dayf — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  different  man,  no  kin  tome. 
That  brother  of  mine,  I  will  state,  however,  that  was  secretary  of  the 
Democratic  committee,  was  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Copiah  meet- 
ing when  the  resolutions  were  passed. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 
Q.  The  long  resolutions  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  resolutions  after  the  mur- 
der of  Matthews ;  my  little  brother,  Oharlie. 

By  Mr.  Camebon: 
Q.  What  is  his  agef — ^A.  I  suppose  he  is  about  30  years  of  age. 

Noah  Bamset  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Frye: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — Answer.  I  live  at  Natchez,  Miss. 

Q.  Were  you  summoned  from  Natchez  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  formerly  live  in  Copiah  County  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  was 
raised  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Bom  in  Mississippi  f — A.Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Daniel  Woods! — A.  I  know  D.  C.  Woods. 

Q.  Was  he  the  candidate  at  this  last  election  for  any  office  f — A  He 
was  candidate  for  coroner  and  ranger. 

Q.  What  is  a  ranger  f — A.  He  is  a  man  who  takes  up  the  stray  cattle^ 

Q.  Prior  to  this  last  election  and  prior  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Matthews 
did  you  have  any  conversation  with  this  D.  C.  Woods  ! — A.  No,  sir, 
not  directly. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  conversing  with  anybody  elset — A.  I  was  going 
up  to  Saint  Louis  and  stopped  over  at  Myles  Station  for  supper  the 
evening  before  the  last  election.  Mr.  McNair,  Major  Sessions,  and  Chan- 
cellor McLaren 

Q.  Three  Democrats  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  all  stopped  over  to  get sup- 
-peT.  After  supper  Mr.  McLaren  went  into  the  store  where  Woods  is 
clerk  and  we  were  si>eaking  about  this  killing  of  these  negroes  out  there 
a  few  day6  before  that,  and  about  the  firing  off  the  cannon  through  the 
county  the  day  before,  on  Sunday,  and  he  spoke  and  said  that  Matthews 
would  be  killed. 

Q.  Who  said  so  f — A.  Mr.  Woods.  He  said  L.  H.  Matthews  if  elected 
would  be  killed. 

Q.  And  then  said  that  the  other  Matthews,  Leon  Matthews,  would 
also  be  killed  f — A.  Yeq«  sir. 

Q.  This  was  the  day  before  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  f — A  Yes,  sir. 
We  went  back  on  the  train  and  went  on  to  Jackson  and  I  stopped  over 
there  and  was  at  the  Chamberlain  House  at  supper,  and  the  train  came 
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down  tbe  next  eveniog,  and  Mr.  Mattbews's  sons  came  down  from  Oxford 
and  were  on  the  train  and  they  said  they  had  received  a  telegram  from 
tbeir  mother  that  their  father  was  killed,  and  I  told  them  I  had  heard 
the  night  before  he  was  to  be  killed,  bnt  did  not  believe  it. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  Democrat T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  bnt  I  voted  for  King  for 
governor  in  1881. 

Q.  You  have  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  ever  elset — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  Where  was  Woods  at  the  time  of  this  conversation  f — ^A.  At 
Hyles  Station. 

By  Mr.  Pbyb: 

Q.  Woods  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  coroner  and  ranger  in 
Copiah  County  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  This  was  in  the  northwestern  corner  of 
Copiah  Connty.  Mr.  McNair  condemned  it  in  speaking  abont  it  on  the 
train,  and  the  next  evening  I  met  Mr.  Matthews's  sons,  whom  1  knew  well, 
and  heard  abont  it. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  known  Mr.  Matthews  f — ^A.  All  my  life. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  Print  Matthews  T — ^A.  Outside  of  his 
politics,  1  think,  he  was  a  man  everybody  liked. 

Q.  A  peaceable  man  f — A.  I  have  always  found  him  to  be  so. 

Q.  Charitable  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  very  charitable. 

Q.  And  sociable  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  man  of  property  t — A.  I  think  he  was  quoted  to  be  worth 
$35,000  to  (50,000,  or  something  to  that  amount. 

W.  W.  BuFKiN  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbte: 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet — ^Answer.  I  live  in  beat  3. 

Q.  How  far  from  Hazlehurstt — A.  Twenty  miles. 

Q.  Did  you  ride  20  miles  to  take  the  train  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  precinct! — A.  Tailholt. 

Q.  Were  you  at  home  prior  to  the  last  election  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  of  the  electioneering  of  the  Democratic  party 
there  f— A.  Well,  I  didn't  see  a  great  deal  of  anything. 

Q.  Did  you  see  these  men  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  seen  them,  a  part  of  them. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  about  themT — A.  On  Saturday  night  before 
the  election  on  Tuesday,  some  of  them  came  to  my  house,  and  a  brother- 
inlaw  of  mine,  Nick  Cato,  and  a  friend — I  reckon  they  were  both  Dem- 
ocrats though — they  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  (that  was  the  night 
the  men  went  through  our  neighborhood  the  first  time  they  had  been 
through):  John  was  there,  and  Cato  called  me  out  and  told  me  I  had 
better  stay  indoors,  that  they  were  liable  to  hurt  somebody  and  they 
wonld  just  as  soon  hurt  me  as  anybody  else. 

Q.  Did  they  belong  to  the  company  f — A.  They  said  they  did  not. 

Q.  They  are  both  Democrats,  are  they  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  Dem- 
ocrats. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  in  the  house  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  Uring  around  there t — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  I  heard  a 
right  smart 

Q.  For  how  long  a  time  before  the  election  did  you  hear  firing  around 
the  country! — A.  Well,  abont  a  week. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  it  frequently! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  gunaf — A.  Yes,  sir:  guns^  pistols,  and  cannoiL 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  cannon f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  Bee  anythiog  of  these  moonted  men  after  that  T— A.  No, 
mr:  I  did  not  see  them  any  more  until  the  day  of  the  election. 

Q«  Where  did  yon  see  them  then  f — ^A.  I  saw  them  at  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Tailholt  and  votet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  around  there,  some  of  them,  then  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  ihej 
were  all  there  that  day  with  their  gons.  I  saw  several  gnns.  I  saw 
six  guns  there. 

Q.  And  you  saw  men  who  had  been  carrying  guns  in  this  crowd  t— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  their  gnns  stacked  anywhere  t — ^A.  I  did  not  see  them 
stacked.    I  saw  about  six  guns  while  they  were  there  at  the  pollR. 

Q.  Was  it  understood  that  the  guns  were  there  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard 
the  Democrats  say  that ;  I  heard  them  say  that  they  were  there. 

Q.  Did  you  vote! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  did  you  votef — A.  I  reckon  it  was  about  4 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  there  all  day  before  you  voted! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
staid  there  all  day.    The  polls  were  opened  about  1  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  any  colored  men  vote  t — A.  No,  sir ;  they  had  run  them  all  o£ 
There  were  just  eight  Independent  voters  voted  there ;  either  seven  or 
eight. 

Q.  The  colored  men  were  run  off!-— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  come  to  vote,  any  of  them  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  th^  came  to 
vote. 

Q.  When  they  were  around  there  what  was  done! — A.  Well,  I  was 
not  there  very  early.  I  was  there  though,  and  there  was  a  heap  of  ad- 
ored people  tiiere  when  I  was  there,  and  they  were  drunk  and  cuisiDg^ 
around  and  telling  them  they  had  better  get  away,  and  they  ran  off. 

Q.  That  is,  the  white  men  were  drunk  and  cursing! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  got  oflf,  did  they! — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  got  oflF. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  those  colored  people  were  doing  a  week  or  ten 
days  before  the  election ;  where  did  they  sleep  around  in  your  neighbor- 
hood!— ^A.  I  don't  suppose  they  slept  at  all;  they  staid  in  the  woods. 

Q.  They  were  very  much  alarmed  up  there  in  your  section! — A.  Tes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  Henry  Hartley  ! — ^A.  Ko,  sir ;  I  didn't 
have  any  talk  with  him.  The  day  of  the  election,  when  they  heard 
Phut  Matthews  was  killed,  some  of  them  said  they  didn't  believe  it,  and 
he  said  he  knew  it  was  so,  because  he  had  been  knowing  he  was  going 
to  be  killed  on  that  day  for  a  week  beforehand. 

Q.  Who  was  Henry  Hartley! — ^A.  He  is  a  man  who  lived  down  <m 
the  lower  edge  of  Copiah  County,  down  towards  Brandy  wine. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Democrat! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  one  of  those  bulldozers,  do  yon  know! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
know  that,  because  I  saw  him  out  one  night  bulldozing. 

Q.  State  that  once  more,  just  what  was  said.  The  news  came  there 
that  Print  Matthews  was  dead,  and  some  doubted  it;  what  did  this 
man  say! — ^A.  Dr.  Barlow  was  the  one  that  doubted  it,  and  Hartiey 
said  he  knew  it  was  so;  that  he  had  been  expecting  it;  that  he  knew 
it  was  to  be  done  on  that  day  for  a  week  befordiand. 

B.  F  OozA  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Feyb: 
Question.  Where  do  yon  reside! — Answer.  I  reside  in  beat  3,  Copiah 
Oounty. 
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Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t— A.  With  the  exception  of  two 
years  that  I  moved  away,  which  was  ISSland  1882, 1  have  lived  there 
noce  January,  1870. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Mississippian  by  birth  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  born  and 
rused  in  Claiborne  Coun^,  adjoining  Copiah. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  too  young 
at  tiiat  time  to  be  in  the  army. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  x)olitics  f — ^A.  Up  to  four  or  five  or  six  years 
ago  I  was  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Since  then  you  have  been  what  t— A.  Well,  what  we  call  an  In- 
dependent up  there  in  Mississippi. 

Q.  Do  yop  live  on  a  farm  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  own  itt — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  oi  the  marauders,  electioneerers,  or  what- 
ever they  were,  before  the  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  some  of  them. 

Q.  You  may  state  what  you  saw  and  heard. — A.  Well,  for  a  good 
many  Dights,  probably  eight  or  ten  nights  before  the  election,  I  could 
bear  guns  firing  up  and  down  the  road.  I  lived  near  the  public  road, 
probably  300  or  400  yards  to  the  public  road  firom  my  house,  and  I  could 
hear  it  at  all  times  of  the  night,  guns  and  pistols  firing  on  the  road,  and 
the  negroes  were  panic-stricken  on  account  of  threats,  and  the  riding 
of  this  mob,  I  call  it.  On  Saturday  night  I  was  at  a  neighbor's,  Mr. 
Allen's,  who  has  just  testified,  at  the  time  these  men  were  passing  there, 
and  at  the  time  these  men  called  and  told  him  what  he  has  just  stated 
hefore  the  committee.    I  was  there  nt  that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  conversation  T — A.  Yes,  sir }  I  was  there.  I  saw 
his  man  that  had  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Allen,  and  another  man 
who  lives  in  Claiborne  County  with  him  that  night,  and  I  saw  a  good 
many  ride  past  Mr.  Allen's,  but  I  did  not  know  who  they  were  from  the 
yard  fence  to  the  road. 

Q.  Armed  meuf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  we  could  see  guns  lying  across  their 
laps,  some  of  them. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  seef — A.  I  didn't  see  anything  more  of  the 
bulldozers;  I  staid  too  close  indoors  until  the  day  of  election. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  to  vote  the  day  of  election  f — ^A.  I  went  to 
Tailholt. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  notf — A.  I  got  to  the  polls,  I  suppose,  about  8  o'clock;  I 
judged  it  was  about  that  time,  and  there  was  a  great  many  Democrats 
on  the  ground  and  a  few  negroes,  but  my  recollection  is  that  there  was 
not  more  than  one  or  two  white  Independents  there  before  I  was ;  I 
dont  remember  the  number,  but  there  was  very  few.  I  walked  around 
among  these  Democrats.  They  were  noisy  when  1  got  there,  using  a 
good  deal  of  profanity  and  hallooing  around,  and  pretty  soon  firing  their 
pistols,  and  1  pretty  soon  heard  one  of  them  say,  **  Oh,  yes,  by  God,  we 
will  get  some  of  them  to-day.  We  would  have  got  Print  Matthews  yes- 
terday, Gk>d  damn  him,  if  he  hadn't  crawled  into  his  hole."  I  listened 
to  all  these  things  and  said  nothing,  but  watched.  I  suppose  I  had  been 
there  about  an  hour  (my  brother  had  preceded  me  there),  and  my  brother 
took  me  to  one  side  and  told  me,  he  says,  ^*  Keep  your  weather  eye 
open ;''  that  was  his  expression.  **  These  cabins  around  here"  (there  were 
cabins  on  both  sides),  he  said,  ^Hhey  are  arsenals.  I  have  seen  enough 
and  heard  enough  and  know  this,  and  I  just  tell  you  that,  and  you  may 
just  watch." 

I  suppose  I  had  been  there  about  an  hour,  and  I  was  standing  within 
40  yards  of  the  little  storehouse  where  we  vote,  or  where  they  voted^ 
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and  one  of  their  leading  men,  S.  S.  Starnes,  I  heard  him  hallo,  and  I 
looked  that  way,  and  he  said,  ^*6o  get  your  gnns,  boys,  the  negroes  are 
coming  on."  They  started  with  a  rush  both  ways,  he  leailing  one 
crowd,  or  went  with  one  crowd  after  starting  them  by  the  language  he 
nsed,  and  they  came  my  way.  It  alarmed  me,  I  confess.  I  was  uneasy. 
There  were  a  good  many  black  people  on  the  ground.  I  was  not  alarmel 
for  myself.  I  didn't  believe  they  would  hurt  me,  for  they  were  neigh- 
bors, and  I  had  been  raised  near  them  (I  was  raised  within  8  miles  of 
wheiellive  now).  I  didn't  believe  they  would  hurt  me;  but  I  was 
afraid  if  they  could  get  any  provocation  they  would  murder  the  black 
people.  He  had  to  come  some  30  steps  before  he  got  to  me,  and  by  an 
impulse,  or  something  else,  I  caught  him  by  the  arm,  and  I  said,  ^<Hold 
on,  Sam,  what  are  you  going  afteryour  guns  fort"  and  he  said,  <' Ben, the 
niggers  are  coming  here  armed,  and  I  hold  you  Independents  responsi- 
ble for  it."  I  said,  "  Sam,  I  don't  want  you  to  say  that.  You  know  me 
and  you  know  the  white  Independents  of  this  community,  and  you  know 
we  do  not  want  bloodshed."  I  said,  <^  You  are  pursuing  the  course  to 
bring  that  about."  I  said,  '^  You  do  not  know :  you  cannot  look  me  in 
the  face  and  say  that  you  believe  that  I  would  encourage  the  negroes 
to  bloodshed."  He  says,  "  Well,  I  take  that  back  in  respect  to  you, 
Ben."  I  said,  ^'  Sam,  to  prove  to  you  that  we  do  not  want  any  blood- 
6hed,  it  stands  as  a  matter  of  course  that  if  we  did,  and  we  were  en- 
couraging the  negroes  to  do  it,  we  would  be  armed.  I  have  not,  and 
not  a  white  Independent  is  here,  or  who  will  be  here,  has  any  arms.  We 
have  nothing.  I  can  8|>eak  for  nearly  all  who  vote  here  that  they  will 
not  be  armed.  That  is  the  understanding.  We  do  not  want  bloodshed.'' 
Ho  said,  *' Well,  we  have  got  them,"  with  an  oath,  and  he  ran  his  hand  in 
his  pocket  and  pulled  out  a  handful  of  cartridges,  and  showed  them  to 
me  in  that  way  [indicating].  I  said,  "  Sam,  I  have  been  informed  that 
you  fellows,"  meaning  their  party,  '^have  said  that  neither  I  nor  any 
other  white  Independent  should  vote  here  to-day.  When  I  heard  that 
it  nettled  me,  and  I  said  then  I  would  vote  here  or  die";  and  I  said,  *'I 
will  take  that  back  now,  seeing  what  I  have ;  under  the  circumstances  I 
think  it  best  for  me  to  withdraw."  I  said,  *'  I  shall  not  vote.  If  you 
have  a  mind  to  take  this  election  in  this  way  with  your  shotguDS,yoa 
are  welcome  to  the  situation."  B.  J.  Allen,  one  of  the  inspectors,  about 
this  time  walked  up  with  the  ballot-box:  he  had  brought  it  on  the 
ground.  He  heard  the  last  of  my  remark,  that  I  would  leave.  Mj 
brother  sa  id, "  Yes,  I  will  go  with  you."  Then  says  Allen, "  After  seeing 
what  I  have  I  cannot  hold  an  election  here.  I  have  just  seen  forty  men," 
or  "forty  double-barreled  shotguns,"  one  of  the  two  expressions,  "  piled 
across  the  public  road  over  there."  I  did  not  see  those  myself.  He 
said,  "  I  have  just  seen  them,  and  I  will  not  hold  the  election  under  the 
muzzles  of  shotguns.  I  cannot  do  it.  Gentlemen,  here  are  the  tickets," 
he  says,  and  we  left.  I  admit  me  and  my  brother  and  him  were  the 
first  ones  to  show  the  white  feather ;  we  were  the  first  ones  to  leave 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  vote! — A.  No,  sir;  we  did  not  vote.  We  went  a  half  a 
mile  to  a  little  storehouse,  and  we  had  not  quite  got  to  it  when  we  were 
overtaken  by  a  messenger,  who  tried  to  persuade  Mr.  Allen  to  go  back 
and  hold  the  election.  He  told  him  he  would  not  go,  and  he  rode  on 
from  the  storehouse,  he  still  persuading.  Finally  I  made  this  profosi* 
tion  to  Mr.  Allen:  said  I,  "Allen,  if  they  show  any  disx>osition  to  do 
the  right  and  fair  thing,  you  want  that^  don't  youf  He  said,  "  Yes,  I 
do;  I  am  willing  to  hold  an  election  if  I  could  be  assured  there  was 
going  to  be  no  bloodshed,  but  I  will  not  go  there  and  hold  it  under  the 
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muzzle  of  shotgnns;  I  cannot  do  it.''  "Now,"  says  I,  "I  will  make  this 
proposition,  if  they  will  accept  it.  I  think  Mr.  Allen  will  go,"  I  stated 
to  the  messenger;  "  if  you  will  go  back  there,  and  their  leaders  will  agree 
with  someof  our  prominent  men  that  they  will  appoint  a  committee  or  com- 
mission,'' I  said,  "they  may  have  the  majority  of  that  commission  if  they 
want  it — to  clear  that  crowd  of  arms  they  have  and  have  them  carried  clear 
away.  If  this  commission  is  strong  enough  to  remove  those  arms  from 
there,  and  guarantee  to  you,  Mr.  Allen,  that  if  you  will  go  there  there  will 
be  no  danger,  that  you  shall  have  peace,  and  satisfy  some  of  the  Inde- 
pendents that  are  there  that  they  are  removed,  you  will  go  and  hold  an 
election,  won't  you  !"  And  he  said,  "  Yes,  I  will  go."  There  were  other 
Democrats  rode  up  in  the  mean  time,  among  them  Dr.  Campbell,  a  pron;- 
iDent  man  there,  and  he  said,  "  I  will  go  with  the  messenger,"  and 
others  spoke  in  the  same  way:  "  We  will  see  if  we  can  do  it,  and  try  to 
get  the  thing  adjusted."  They  rode  off,  and  after  awhile  the  messenger 
came  came  back  and  said,  "That  is  all  right,  it  is  fixed  up,  and  you  can 
go  now  without  any  trouble."  We  started  back  and  got  within  two  or 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  voting  place  and  Dr.  Campbell  met  us. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Were  you  on  foot  or  on  horseback! — A.  We  were  on  horseback. 
Dr.  Campbell  met  us,  and  he  says,  "I  have  come  to  meet  you  as  friends, 
to  say  to  you  that  I  do  not  consider  it  safe  for  you  to  go  there."    He 
says,  "I  tell  you  that  as  a  friend." 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Q.  He  was  a  Democrat! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  says,  "I  tell  you  as  a  frieind 
I  would  not  go  there."  He  says,  "  It  is  one  of  the  most  shocking  out- 
rages I  ever  saw  perpetrated,"  that  was  about  his  expression. 

Q.  He  was  a  minister,  was  he  not! — A.  Tes,  sir;  he  said,  "  I  would  not 
go  there,  at  least  yet  awhileT  Go  back  towards  the  store,  and  if  I  see 
that  there  is  a  probability  of  there  being  peace  I  will  let  you  know."  But 
we  didn't  wait  very  long  for  him  to  let  us  know.  Some  of  our  friends 
came  pretty  soon  and  we  went  home. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect  of  all  that  sort  of  performance  through  that 
whole  section  of  country  upon  the  colored  men  ! — A.  Well,  sir,  to  say 
that  it  was  a  reign  of  terror  is,  I  think,  putting  it  mildly. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  slept  at  home  or  not,  or  in  the  woods! — 
A  A  great  majority  of  them  slept  in  the  woods. 

Q.  For  how  long!^-A.  I  suppose  for  a  week  or  eight  or  ten  nights. 

Q.  Some  of  the  women  slept  in  the  woods  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  so  in- 
formed ;  their  husbands  say  they  did. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Print  Matthews  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  him  make  political  speeches! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  last  year! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  in  that 
campaign. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  hear  him  make! — A.  I  don't  believe  I  heard 
him  make  but  one. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  one ;  in  other  words,  was  there  any- 
thing in  it  calculated  to  stir  up  the  people  ! — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  not^- 
iog  Uiat  coold  be  termed  incendiary  in  it. 

Q.  It  was  argumentative,  was  it  not ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Giving  reasons  why  the  Independent  ticket  should  be  voted  rather 
than  the  Democratic  ticket! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  one  of  those  speeches  published  in  the  Copiah  paper! 
—A  Yes,  sir ;  one  that  he  made  in  Hazlehurst. 
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Q.  There  was  no  Republican  paper  in  Copiah  Gonnty  t— A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Matthews  a  man  peaceably  disposed  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  good  neighbor  t— A.  I  regarded  him  as  such.  However,  I  lived 
20  miles  from  Hazlehorst. 

Q.  What  was  his  reputation  in  Hazlehurstt — ^A.  That  was  his  lepa- 
tation  outside  of  politics. 

Q.  He  was  known  all  over  the  county,  was  het — A.  He  was  as  wdl 
known  as  any  man  in  the  county. 

Q.  The  news  of  his  death  was  at  once  conveyed  to  your  precinct  Y— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  to  the  other  voting  precincts  aroond  t 
— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  When  the  news  came  to  that  precinct  that  Print  Matthews  was 
killed,  did  the  Democrats  make  any  demonstration? — ^A.  I  was  not 
there;  I  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  there,  on  the  upland,  at  the 
time  the  news  came  there,  as  I  was  informed  afterwards.  I  heard  a  ter- 
rible screaming  and  yelling  there,  and  I  didn't  know  but  what  there 
were  people  being  killed  there.  Me  and  a  friend  or  two  were  riding  to- 
gether. 

Q.  Did  you  afterwards  learn  that  it  was  on  account  of  the  informa- 
tion t — ^A.  I  was  on  my  way  home  from  Mr.  Buf  kins's  when  I  heard  this 
yelling,  within  about  a  mile  of  home,  and  soon  after  I  got  home  a  young 
man,  my  brother  in-law,  rode  up  and  informed  me  that  Print  Matthews 
was  killed :  a  note  had  come  to  Tailholt ;  he  was  there  when  it  came, 
and  he  roae  immediately  to  my  house.  The  note  came  that  he  was 
killed,  and  there  was  blood  on  the  note,  he  said ;  he  said  he  saw  blood 
on  the  note;  it  said  that  he  was  shot  down  in  Hazlehurst  that  morning, 
which  was  the  day  he  voted,  I  believe,  and  he  told  me;  he  says  there 
was  the  awfule^t  yelling  there  you  ever  heard.  Leading  men,  and  old 
men,  th9.t  you  would  think  would  shudder  at  murder  and  be  horror- 
struck,  just  yelled  and  fairly  shouted.       ^ 

Q.  That  was  the  yelling  that  you  heard t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cameron: 

Q.  Wben  that  man  told  the  boys  to  get  their  guns,  that  the  negroes 
were  coining  armed,  did  you  see  any  negroes  coming  armed  t-*Au  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Was  it  a  fact  that  they  were  coming  armed t — ^A.  I  can  only  give 
it  as  m}  opinion  that  it  was  a  fabricated  thing,  just  for  the  purpose  of 
having  them  to  make  that  demonstration.  That  is  my  opinion  as  to 
what  it  was.  I  never  have  heard  any  one  say  that  they  saw  any  negro 
coming  there  with  arms. 

By  Mr.  Fr YE:  / 

Q.  Is  not  the  idea  absurd  of  the  negroes  arming  and  rising  against 
thei  wh)f«  men! — ^A.  It  is  perfectly  ridiculous. 

Q.  Would  not  a  few  white  men  riding  along  the  road  and  firing  into 
the  negro  houses  with  their  pistols  be  likely  to  drive  the  negroes  into 
the  woods! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  would  be  panic-stricken* 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  Who  was  the  man  who  made  that  exclamation  t 
The  Witness.  Go  get  your  gunst 
Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. 
A.  His  name  is  S.  S.  Starnes. 

Q.  ^ITho  was  it  that  said  they  would  get  some  one  that  day,  and 
would  have  got  Print  Matthews  the  day  before  t— A.  That  was  in  a 
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crowd  of  these  dranken  fellows;  I  considered  them  drank;  there  were 
several  of  them.  It  is  my  recollection  now,  but  I  will  not  state  posi- 
tively, that  that  was  a  young  man  named  Perry  Batler  who  made  that 
remark. 

Q.  He  was  in  a  crowd  of  men  all  of  whom  seemed  to  be  drank  t — ^A. 
Well,  the  most  of  them.  He  was  making  remarks.  He  is  a  pretty  wild 
young  man,  and  he  was  making  a  great  many  remarks,  and  it  is  my  im- 
pression now  tliat  he  made  this  remark. 

The  sabcommittee  then  adjoamed  antil  Wednesday  morning,  Febra* 
817  20,1884. 


New  Orleans,  La., 
Wednesday^  February  20,  1884. 
The  snbcommittee  met  parsuant  to  adjournment.    Present,  Messrs. 
Hoar  (diairman),  Cameron,  Frye,  Sanlsbury,  and  Jonas. 
The  taking  of  testimony  was  resumed  as  follows: 

Jadge  H.  B.  Wabe  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Qnestion.  Where  do  you  reside! — Answer.  In  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q.  Were  you  an  o£Scerin  the  Confederate  armyt — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  Ton  lost  a  leg  in  the  service t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  wounded  in  the 
Confederate  army. 

Q.  What  position  do  yon  hold? — A.  I  am  assistant  United  States  at- 
torney for  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Q.  Who  is  the  district  attorney  t — ^A.  Judge  Lee. 

Q.  Where  does  he  reside? — ^A.  Jackson,  also.  His  real  home  is  at 
Vickshnrg,  however,  but  he  is  located  all  the  time  at  Jackson. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  down  in  Copiah  County? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am 
acqaainted  very  generally  through  the  State. 

Q.  AreyouaMississippian  by  birth  t — ^A.  No,  sir:  I  am  a  Kentuckian 
by  birth.    I  have  lived  in  Mississippi  since  my  early  manhood. 

Q.  How  old  are  you  now  t — ^A.  I  am  about  48  years  of  age. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics  t — ^A.  I  ain  a  Bepublican. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  Bepublican  t — ^A.  Since  about  1871  or 
1872, 1  think. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  the  Copiah  papers  and  the 
Democratic  papers  of  that  section? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  some  extent;  I  be- 
lieve I  take  them  both ;  at  least  Ido  not  take  the  Signal  now;  I  sent  it 
back  after  the  last  election. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  Print  Matthews  made  his  first  speech  in 
the  last  election  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  at  Hazlehurst.  My  understanding  was 
that  it  was  the  first  speech.  I  spoke  at  the  same  time  with  him  at  Hazle- 
hurst 

Q.  About  how  long  was  that  before  the  election  t — A.  It  was  at  the 
commencement  of  the  canvass — early  in  the  canvass. 

Q.  Immediately  after  his  making  that  speech  did  you  hear  or  see  in 
those  papers  complaints  that  it  was  an  incendiary  speech  t — A.  I  did 
flee  many  of  the  papers,  amongst  which  was  the  Signal  and  the  Brandon 
Bepublican,  and  other  papers,  in  which  they  spoke  of  it  as  an  incen- 
diary speech,  and  spoke  of  certain  things  which  he  had  said  in  his 
speech. 

Q.  Such  as  whatt — ^A.  Such  as  advising  the  colored  people  to  arm 
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themselves^  and  to  do  other  acts  of  violence ;  I  cannot  remember  whal 
now. 

Q.  Were  those  statements  which  yon  saw  of  snch  a  nature  that  yoa 
are  able  to  connect  them  with  that  identical  speech  t — ^A.  They  evidently 
referred  to  that  speech,  naming  it  so  that  I  did  identify  it  as  being  the 
same  speech  that  I  heard. 

Q.  State  what  kind  of  a  speech  it  was. — ^A.  I  will  say,  in  the  first 
place,  that  there  was  nothing  about  the  speech  which  was  of  the  char* 
acter  as  represented  in  the  papers  I  refer  to.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
a  severe  arraignment  of  the  Democratic  party ;  I  will  say  an  extremely 
severe  arraignment  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  For  whatt — ^A.  For  their  acts  of  violence  and  their  disposition  to 
stuff  baUot-boxes,  and  their  diflerent  acts,  of  what  he  claimed  to  be 
wrongs  in  the  State.  There  was  nothing,  however,  that  he  said  ^at  what 
I  think  the  facts  in  the  case  thoroughly  and  completely  justified  him  in 
saying. 

Q.  Was  there  any  appeal  to  the  negroes f — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  about  their  arming  themselves? — A.  By  no 
means. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  that  could  be  tortured  into  a  threat  of  arm- 
ing?— A.  Upon  the  contrary,  the  tendency  and  teachings  of  his  speech 
seemed  to  be  just  the  reverse  of  that. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Meade,  editor  of  the  paper  and  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic committee,  present  at  that  meeting?— A.  He  was  present  at  that 
meeting,  and  sat  by  my  side  during  the  whole  of  the  meeting  in  con- 
versation with  me. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  such  complaint? — ^A.  He  made  no  complaint  at 
all.  We  were  talking  about  the  speech  during  the  time.  When  Mr. 
Matthews  was  through  with  his  speech,  I  recollect  he  came  immedi- 
ately to  where  Mr.  Meade  and  myself  were  sitting  and  asked  Mr.  Meade 
playfully  some  question  as  to  how  he  liked  the  speech. 

Q.  What  did  Meade  say? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  cannot  recollect  hiB 
remarks  at  all ;  be  seemed  to  be  in  good  humor,  though. 

Q.  There  was  no  appearance  of  ill-feeling  between  the  two  men?— A 
No,  sir.  I  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  Mr.  Matthews'  speech  was 
a  very  severe  arraignment  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Was  it  personal  to  individuals  or  anything  of  that  kind,  or  a  gen- 
eral charge? — ^A.  Just  general  charges  against  the  party. 

Q.  Did  you  see  in  the  Copiah  newspapers  afterwards  any  statement 
which  referred  to  the  first  speech  as  compared  with  the  subsequent 
speeches,  saying  that  they  were  milder  in  their  nature? — A.  I  did, 
sir;  from  the  Signal.  The  second  speech  I  did  not  hear.  He  spoke 
there  at  the  time  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Miller,  I  understand,  and  they 
drew  a  distinction  between  the  first  and  the  second  speech,  and  said 
that  for  certain  reasons  Mr.  Matthews  did  not  think  proper  to  make  the 
same  speech  the  second  time  that  he  had  made  first  in  Hazlehurst 

Q.  At  any  time  prior  to  the  day  of  the  election  in  Copiah  County 
did  you  in  your  official  capacity  receive  complaint  from  any  citizen  in 
Copiah  County  or  Hazlehurst  touching  the  outrages  which  were  beiiig 
perpetrated  there? — A.  1  think  it  was  about  a  week  previous  to  ine 
election  that  a  courier  from  Copiah  County,  one  of  the  Mr.  Matthews, 
I  think,  brought  a  letter  to  me  in  my  official  capacity  as  assistant 
United  States  attorney,  from  Mr.  Burnet,  reciting  the  outrages  that 
were  being  perpetrated  there,  and  saying  that  the  election  would  be 
made  a  nullity  of  without  the  acts  of  violence  were  brought  to  a  close 
in  some  way,  and  speaking  of  certain  acts  of  violence  that  had  been  corn- 
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mittedy  and  asking  for  the  interposition  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment to  put  a  stop  to  those  outrages. 

Q.  One  moment  right  there.  Did  you  return  that  letter  to  Mr» 
Boroett — ^A.  I  have,  since  that  time. 

Q.  Look  this  over  and  say  if,  in  your  opinion,  that  is  the  letter  [hand- 
ing a  paper  to  witness]. — A.  [After  examining  the  paper.]  This  is  the 
letter,  sir.  I  recognize  it  as  the  letter  directed  to  me  on  the  29th  of 
October. 

Mr.  Fryb.  I  will  read  the  letter: 

Hazlbhurst,  October  29,  1883. 
Hon.  H.B.  Ware,  Jackaon,  Miss. : 

Dear  Sir  :  There  was  a  most  horrible  and  reyolting  crime  peqietrated  aboat  15 
Bdles  west  of  this,  in  beat  3,  on  last  Thursday  night.  The  facts  are  these :  A  crowd  of 
•ome  one  hnndrnd  armed  men  went  to  the  boose  of  Tom  WalliSi  craelly  murdered  hin» 
iDd  shot  his  ^ife.  They  cruelly  whipped,  scourged,  and  inhumanly  lacerated  Ilandy 
Fortner  and  some  half  dozen  others.  These  brutes  gave  the  darkies  so  many  days  to 
lesTe  the  country,  and  not  to  appear  at  the  polls  on  election  day.  My  purpose  in 
▼liting  this  oommunication  is,  Can  we  not  commence  a  criminal  prosecution  on  infor- 
mation in  the  United  States  court  against  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  T  By 
•ending  the  United  States  marshal  down  and  having  these  fiends  arretted,  manv  vote^ 
will  be  saved  to  us^  and  the  lives  of  very  many  useful  citizens.  Have  appealed  to  the 
iheriff  for  protection  for  the  people,  and  he  has  refused  to  act.  Have  placed  the 
hniised  and  lacerated  victims  before  the  packed  grand  Jury,  and  they  have  ignored  a 
bilL  It  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  shielding  murderers,  and  tney  are  doing  it» 
If  there  is  any  shadow  of  legafitv,  file  the  affidavit  at  once,  and  send  the  marshal  at 
once,  for  men  are  b«-ing  dragged  from  their  sleeping  wives  and  children  and  mur- 
dered. Mr.  O.  £.  Matthews  will  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  marauders  recognized.  If 
yoa  cannot  commence  the  prosecution  on  information,  will  you  please  advise  me  what 
eooTBe  to  pursue?  The  people  are  calling  on  me,  as  chairman  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee, for  protection  and  advice.  I  am  powerless  to  give  either.  Chief  Executive 
Lowry  has  placed  State  arms  in  the  hands  of  these  midnight  assassins.  Early  action 
is  or^.  Everything  favorable  to  us,  with  the  exception  of  said  organized  mob  of 
bandits  in  beat  3. 

Hoping  some  relief,  I  am,  yours,  dec, 

A.  W.  BURNET, 
Chairman  of  the  Independent  and  Bepuhlican  Executive  Committee, 

By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Q.  Was  there  a  list  of  names  accompan3rii]g  thist — A.  Yes^  sir;  there 
was. 

Q.  How  long  a  list  t — A.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  now. 

Q.  On  receipt  of  that  letter  what  did  you  do! — A.  I  at  once  took  the 
letter  to  Judge  Lee,  ray  superior,  the  United  States  attorney  for  that 
district,  and  consulted  with  him  in  reference  to  it.  We  both  examined 
the  law  as  to  whether  or  not  the  United  States  Government  would 
have  jurisdiction  in  a  case  of  that  sort.  We  differed  somewhat  in  refer- 
ence to  it.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  Government  had  no  juris- 
diction in  the  case,  being  at  a  State  election.  Hence,  he  determined 
that  the  remedy  which  Mr.  Burnet  and  others  from  Copiah  County 
desired,  the  interposition  of  the  General  Government,  could  not  be  had; 
upon  reflection  and  investigation  of  the  United  States  law,  we  deter- 
mined that  the  Government  would  have  no  jurisdiction  in  a  case  of 
that  kind  growing  out  of  the  fact  that  this  was  a  State  election  and  not 
A  election  in  which  United  States  officers  were  concerned. 

Q.  Did  you  convey  the  information  as  to  the  result  of  your  examina- 
tion of  the  law  to  Mr.  Burnett — A.  1  did  in  a  letter,  and  personally  ta 
Mr,  Matthews,  who  was  returning  on  the  return  train  to  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Which  Mr.  Matthews  was  that !— A.  Mr.  Gall  Matthews,  I  believe* 

Q.  It  was  not  Print  Matthewsf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Matthews  went  to  the  governor 
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of  the  State  and  demanded  profectiont — ^A.  I  was  not  present,  bat  I 
think  it  was  on  the  Sunday  before  the  election  that  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews 
came  to  Jttekson  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  governor.  I  saw  him 
whilst  he  was  there.  I  know  that  he  had  an  interview.  I  say  I  know  it; 
I  was  not  present  and  saw  it,  but  I  learned — of  course  this  is  hearsay, 
we  understand,  and  legally  speaking,  I  am  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
what  I  would  state  in  that  regard  would  not  be  proper  evidence  in 
court. 

Q.  But  th^re  is  no  doubt  he  had  the  interview  with  the  governor  fipom 
what  you  saw! — ^A.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

Q.  I  will  call  your  attention  now  to  the  letter  received  from  Mr.  Bar- 
net.  Is  that  the  list  of  names  [handing  a  paper  to  the  witness]  T— A. 
[After  examining  the  paper.]  I  think  it  is,  sir.  Of  course  tuere  is 
nothing  to  enable  me  to  identify  this  paper  except  my  general  recollec- 
tion of  names. 

Mr.  Fbye.  Will  you  please  read  the  names? 

The  Witness  read  as  follows:  "J.  F.  Thompson,  W.  W.  Womack, 
Joel  W.  East,  John  B.  Middleton,  F.  M.  McCree,  William  MiUsaps, 
Jesse  Thompson,  jr.,  F.  M.  Davis,  Emmit  Spencer.'^ 

Q.  Well,  officially,  were  you  in  possession  of  the  &cts  of  what  was 

foing  on  in  Copiah  County  for  a  week  or  two  before  election!— A. 
was  not  in  Copiah  County  except  in  the  fore  part  of  the  canvassing. 

Q.  Did  the  rumors  come  to  your  office t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  though  every 
conceivable  avenue  almost. 

Q.  So  that  it  was  generally  known  up  in  Jackson  t — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  condition  of  things  down  there  was  notorious  over  that  section 
of  the  State! — A.  Yes,  sirj  undoubtedly. 

Q.  Was  this  outrage  business  confined  to  Copiah  County  in  that  elec- 
tion ! — ^A.  No,  sir ;  by  no  means. 

Q.  From  what  other  sections  of  the  State  did  you  learn  that  it  was 
being  followed  ! — A.  Well,  it  was  especially  so — I  speak  now  only  of 
those  counties  that  ca^le  under  my  eye.  I  might  mention,  in  this 
connection,  that  I  was  candidate  for  district  attorney  at  this  receot 
election.  In  the  counties  embracing  the  district  were  Copiah,  Hinds, 
Madison,  and  Yazoo,  and  I  canvass^  all  of  those  counties.  Hence  it 
is  that  I  can  speak  more  particularly  from  personal  observation  only  in 
reference  to  those  counties  in  which  I  came  in  personal  contact  with 
the  people  of  the  various  counties  I  allude  to. 

Q.  You  may  state  generally  in  reference  to  that  election  in  those  coun- 
ties.— A.  In  Hinds  County  they  resorted  to  the  more  civilized  method 
of  stuffing  ballot-boxes  rather  than  intimidation  of  the  people,  because 
we  had  such  a  white  following  in  that  county  that  it  was  not  exactly  the 
prudent  thing  to  carry  on  intimidation  to  much  extent;  it  had  two  sides 
to  it  there. 

Q.  How  about  Madison  County  ! — A.  In  Madison  County  there  were 
acts  of  violence  that  were  scarcely  excelled  in  Copiah  County  itself 
with  the  single  exception  that  there  were  no  murders  there,  fiat  the 
cause  of  that  was  that  just  previous  to  the  election,  a  few  days  previous 
to  the  election — three  days  perhaps — the  intimidation  and  violence  weife 
practiced  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Independent  party  there  were  com- 
pelled to  meet  together  and  formally  withdraw  their  ticket,  although 
there  was  every  assurance  that  they  would  have  carried  the  election,  by 
a  fair  election,  by  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  majority.  They  me^ 
and  in  a  formal  resolution  published  withdrew  their  ticket.  Thechsdr- 
man  of  the  Independent  committee.  Dr.  Passmore,  stated,  in  his  speech 
before  the  committee,  that  he  had  assurances,  which  were  beyond  s 
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question,  Uiakt  if  they  attempted  to  carry  on  their  election  there  and 
iiave  an  election,  that  prominent  men  would  be  murdered  that  were 
upon  ttie  ticket,  and  others. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  ticket  was  not  voted  for  on  election 
day  Y— A.  In  some  places  they  may  nevertheless  have  voted;  but  they 
formally  met  and  formally  withdrew  their  ticket,  stating  these  causes 
for  it  I  have  it  amongst  my  papers  somewhere,  I  think.  [After 
searching  among  his  papers.]  Yes,  this  is  it.    Shall  I  read  itt 

Mr.  Fbye.  If  you  please. 

The  Witness  read  as  follows : 

Retehtdf  That  we,  the  Independent  exeontive  committee  of  MadiBon  County,  be- 
lieving that,  from  demonstrations  of  leaders  of  the  Fasion  party,  any  effort  to  enforce 
onr  rights  at  the  hallot-boz  wonld  be  prodnctiye  of  bloodshed,  violence,  and  latirless- 
nen,  and  that  mnrder  and  assassination  are  contemplated  oy  the  Fusion  leaders : 
TberefoTCL 

Baolvm,  That  ire,  the  ezecntiYe  committee  and  candidates  of  the  Independent 
party,  leave  the  mitrammeled  control  of  thia  election  to  the  opposition,  and  believing 
that  the  liffhts  of  all  non-partiaan  voters  are  trampled  upon  When  oars  are  so  treated 
we  appeal  to  that  element  to  vindicate  onr  course. 

F.  B.  PAS8M0RE,  Chairman. 
J.  L.  JONES,  Smretary. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Q.  They  speak  of  the  Democratic  party  as  the  Fusion  party,  do  they  t — 
A.  Yob,  sir. 

Q.  what  was  that  fhsiont — A.  It  was  a  fhsion  of  certain  leaders, 
of  so-called  leaders,  colored  men  in  the  Bepublican  party,  and  the  regu- 
larly organijsed  Democratic  party  of  Madison  Oounty. 

Q.  To  what  extent  were  the  colored  men  in  it,  do  you  know  t — ^A. 
Only  to  a  very  limited  extent. 

Q.  A  few  of  the  leaders  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  did  not  carry  with  them  the  bulk  of  the  black  vote  t — ^A. 
Unquestionably  not,  manifestly  not ;  not  one  in  twenty. 

Q.  I  supxK>se,  of  course,  you  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  these 
black  leaders  were  secured t — ^A.  Ko,  sir.    I  have  a  fixed  idea,  however. 

Q.  But  you  have  no  &cts  you  can  testify  to  t— A.  ISOj  sir. 

By  Mr.  Saxtlsbxtby: 

Q.  You  reside,  you  say,  in  Jackson,  Miss,  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  not  in  Ctopiah  County  t— A.  No,  sir :  not  at  all. 

Q.  You  were  once  a  judge  on  the  bench  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  once  a 
chaDcdlor. 

Q.  By  whom  appointed  chancellor  f — A^  By  Governor  Ames. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  succeed  in  that  office  t— A.  Mr.  Pevton. 

Q.  Was  Peyton  removed  by  Ctovernor  Ames  t — ^A.  I  believe  he  was. 

Q.  And  you  were  appointed  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  hold  the  office  t— A.  I  held  the  office  until  1876. 
I  held  the  office  until,  by  legislative  action,  and  a  vote  which  was  had  by 
the  people,  it  was  determined  that  the  result  of  that  vote  operated  as  a 
vacation  of  tiie  offices  of  all  of  the  present  officials  of  the  State. 

Q.  Then  your  office  became  vacant  by  the  action  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi t — ^A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  such  question  pre- 
sented to  the  people  at  all. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  it  was  vacated  t — ^A. .  I  say  there  was  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  voted  upon  which  was  so  construed  as 
to  operate  that  way  by  the  Democratic  party,  which  came  into  power 
in  1876. 

Q.  Yon  were  in  fact,  however,  by  the  votes  on  that  constitutional 
1668  OONG — ^00 13  J 
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amendment^  or  yonr  office  was,  abrogated,  was  itt — A.  Yes;  that  is 
true, 

Q.  You  say  you  heard  the  first  speech  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  in  the 
canvass,  and  that  it  was  a  severe  arraignment  of  the  Democratic 
party t — A.  Yes,  sir:  1  understand  this  to  have  been  the  first  speech. 
It  was  the  only  speech  I  ever  heard  from  Mr.  Matthews,  and  I  understand 
it  was  the  first  speech  made  in  the  canvass.  I  presume  that  is  unques- 
tionably so. 

Q.  What  office  do  you  now  holdt — A.  I  am  assistant  United  States 
attorney  of  the  State. 

Q.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  to  that  office  f — ^A.  By  General 
Grant. 

Q.  You  have  been  in  that  office  for  a  number  of  years  f — A.  I  have. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  complaint  was  made  to  you  as  a  Federal  officer, 
by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Burnet,  of  outrages  inOopiahOounty  t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
the  letter  which  has  been  read  before  the  committee. 

Q.  Had  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  these  outrages  t — ^A.  I  had 
not. 

Q.  It  was  simply  hearsay  evidence  from  Mr.  Burnett — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  had  been  in  Copiah  County  in  the  early  part  of  the  canvass,  and  had 
been  treated  with  the  utmost  courtesy  and  respect  while  there. 

Q.  Your  interposition  was  sought  as  a  Federal  officer  in  the  aflGftirs  of 
Copiah  County,  under  the  plea  that  unless  there  was  a  marshal  or  some- 
body sent  down  there  that  the  Bepublican  party  would  be  defeated?— 
A.  That  is  true,  sir. 

Q.  Has  not  that  been  customary  very  frequently,  in  the  history  of 
Mississippi,  that  Federal  interposition  has  been  invoked  to  aid  the  Be- 
publican party  in  the  elections  f— A.  Kot,  sir,  to  aid  the  Bepublican 
party  so  much  as  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  people  in  their  rights. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  That  is  a  matter  of  construction  which  yon  pat  one 
way  and  I  another. 

The  Witness.  But  I  don't  want  it  put  into  my  answer. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Saulsbury  asked  the  witness  whether  it  had  not 
been  customary,  in  the  history  of  Mississippi,  to  seek  the  interposition 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  behalf  of  the  Bepublican  party,  to  which 
the  witness  replied  that  tl^at  was  not  the  case,  that  the  interposition 
was  in  behalf  of  the  fairness  of  the  election,  or  whatever  phrase  he  used, 
l^ow,  the  witness  certainly  was  justified,  in  answering  to  such  a  ques- 
tion, in  giving  his  construction,  whatever  the  Senator's  construction 
might  have  b^n. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  the  minority  of  this  com- 
mittee is  subject  to  the  rule  and  interposition  of  the  majority  of  it,  and 
must  bow,  therefore,  with  due  deference  to  whatever  decisions  they 
make.  But  I  have  an  intelligent  witness  before  me,  capable  of  answer- 
ing any  question  put  to  him  in  his  own  way,  and  I  think,  therefore, 
and  I  say  it  in  all  respect  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  that  I 
have  a  right  to  examine  this  witness  without  the  intervention  or  inter- 
IK)sition  of  the  chairman  of  this  committee  at  all. 

The  Chairman.  Certainly ;  you  shall  have  that  right  accorded  to 
you  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  I  shall  claim  it,  assuredly. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbubt  : 
Q.  You  say  that  when  that  letter  was  written  to  you,  that  you  and 
Judge  Lee  differed  as  to  the  power  or  right  of  the  General  Govemmeot 
to  interfere  upon  matters  of  information  of  that  kind  in  the  affiiirsof 
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Copiab  County  f — A.  I  cannot  say  that  we  materially  differed  as  to  the 
law.  Both  of  our  judgments  were  susceptible  of  doubtful  construction, 
bat  I  favored  taking  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and  exercising  the  power, 
aid  leaving  it  finally  to  the  judge  when  it  cant^  before  us. 

Q.  You,  as  assistant  district  attorney,  with  a  doubt  as  to  your  author- 
ity, were  in  favor  of  interfering  to  the  extent  of  your  power  to  control 
the  affairs  of  that  county? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  leaving  that  doubt  to  the 
judgeof  the  court. 

Q.  You  at  that  time  were  a  candidate  for  oflSce,  were  you  not? — A.  I 
was. 

Q.  You  were  in  favor,  therefore,  of  Federal  interference  to  the  extent 
of  any  authority  which  you  had  to  promote  your  own  interests  as  a  can- 
didate in  those  counties  upon  mere  information,  not  of  any  personal 
knowledge,  but  upon  personal  information;  is  that  itf — A.  I  object 
again  to  your  construction.  Senator.  I  was  not  interfering  for  myself 
or  for  my  official  position  by  any  means.  But  again  I  repeat  that  I  was 
in  favor  of  an  interference  to  protect  the  lives  and  rights  of  the  citizens 
of  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Upon  mere  hearsay  evidence  you  were  in  favor  of  it  then,  if  I  under- 
stand you.  There  were  outrages  committed  without  personal  knowl- 
edge, without  any  affidavits;  was  there  a  single  affidavit! — ^A.  They 
were  proi>osing  to  furnish  the  evidence. 

Q.  But  you  bad  no  affidavit  before  you  then! — A.  I  was  proposing 
not  to  take  any  steps  until  the  affidavits  were  made.  But  that  letter 
aod  the  information  coming  to  me  was  that  affidavits  would  be  filed, 
and  when  those  affidavits  were  filed  setting  forth  a  state  of  facts  which 
were  justified  even  upon  those  affidavits,  I  &vored  an  information  arrest- 
ing these  parties. 

Q.  You  say  there  were  rumors  of  other  outrages  in  the  various  coun- 
ties there.  You  spoke  of  Madison  and  Hinds  Counties. — A.  No;  not  in 
Hinds,  but  in  Madison  County. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  in  that  county  was  there  not  a  fusion  of  the  Bepublicans 
and  the  Democrats? — A.  There  was  a  fusion  of  a  few  so-called  leaders 
of  the  Bepnblican  party  and  the  regularly  organized  Democracy  of  the 
ooanty. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  extent  of  that  ftision?  Have  you  any  personal 
knowledge  as  to  how  many  Bepublicans  were  fused  with  the  Democrats  ? — 
A.  I  canvassed  Madison  County  very  thoroughly,  and  I  had  just  that 
knowledge  that  a  man  ordinarily  would  have  after  such  a  canvass.  It 
aatisfied  me,  however,  that  there  was  not  one  Bepnblican,  as  I  said 
before,  in  twenty — I  will  say  not  one  in  fbrty,  scarcely — ^that  favored 
this  fusion  in  the  county. 

Q.  You  say  that  in  Hinds  County  they  resorted  to  the  most  civilized 
method  of  stuffing  ballot-boxes? — A.  That  is  it,  sir;  you  are  using  my 
words. 

Q.  Is  ballot-box  stuffing  in  Mississippi  an  evidence  of  a  high  state 
of  civilization? — A.  It  is  rather  a  higher  state  of  civilization  than  mur- 
dering men  for  voting.    It  is  just  one  degree  above  it. 

Q.  Well,  there  could  be  no  ballot-box  stuffing  until  after  the  elec- 
tion!—A,  Yes,  sir;  it  is  done  during  the  election. 

Q.  But  during  the  process  of  the  election;  it  is  not  done  during  the 
c^vass,  not  until  the  election  comes  off? — A.  Certainly  not. 

Q.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  ticket  in  Madison 
County.  I  ask  you  the  question  on  your  oath  whether  you  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  withdrawal  of  that  ticket  was  permitted  from  the  fact  that 
they  believed  that  they  would  be  defeated? — ^A.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


196  ALLEGED  ELECTION   OUTRAGES  IK  MI8SI88IPPL 

fully  conscious  of  the  fact  from  personal  observation  and  from  talking 
with  Independent  and  Bepnblican  leaders  throoghont  the  coonty  that 
the  universal  opinion  was  that  the  ticket  opposed  to  the  regolaily 
organized  Democracy  would  have  carried  the  county  by  from  fifte^ 
hundred  to  two  thousand  majority,  and  that  is  the  opinion  universal  in 
that  county  amongst  the  Independents  and  Bepublicans.  And,  yet  in 
the  face  of  that  belief  among  them,  they  published  that  letter  withdraw- 
ing it  and  setting  forth  their  reasons  why«  upon  the  statement  of  Dr. 
Passmore,  a  man  who  stands  as  high  in  Madison  County  as  any  mui 
stands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

T.  E.  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Feyb: 

Question.  Are  you  a  brother  of  Print  Matthews? — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  f — ^A.  In  Copiah  County. 

Q.  What  part  of  it! — ^A.  In  the  southern  part. 

Q.  How  far  from  Hazlehurstf — A.  Fifteen  miles. 

Q.  In  beat  3! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  f — A.  I  am  a  farmer,  and  a  sort  of  one- 
handed  merchant. 

Q.  Do  you  have  a  store  there  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  that  beatt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  give  the  committee  your  knowledge  of  wh'at  was 
going  on  in  that  section  of  Copiah  County  for  two  or  three  weeks  pre- 
vious to  the  last  election  day! — A.  Well,  sir,  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
rioting  and  riding  around,  and  shooting,  whipping,  &c.,  in  tiiat  country 
for  some  days  before  the  election. 

Q.  How  many  men  did  you  see  at  any  one  time  mounted  and  riding 
around  the  country! — A.  I  saw  about  150  or  200. 

Q.  Under  command  of  an  officer  t — ^A.  WeU,  they  seemed  to  have  a 
commander. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  was  m^or  or  captain  of  the  crowd? — ^A.  Mr. 
Wheeler,  I  think. 

Q.  Bas.  Wheelert— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  apparently  obey  his  orders  in  their  movementBt*-A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  t — A.  Most  of  them  were. 

Q.  With  whatt— A.  Guns. 

Q.  Whatkindof  gunst— A.  Shotguns  and  rifles. 

Q.  Did  they  have  any  of  the  State  rifles  t— A.  I  dont  know  whedter 
they  did  or  not. 

Q.  They  had  rifles;  did  they  have  repeaters t— -A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of 
them  did. 

Q.  Did  they  come  to  your  store  at  any  timet — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  t-^ A.  I  think  it  was  on  Thursday  night  before  the  elec- 
tion. 

Q.  What  timet— A.  I  suppose  it  was  10  o^clock  at  night 

Q.  Who  was  there  at  the  store  t — ^A.  When  they  first  came  tiiere  was 
no  one;  we  were  at  the  house,  a  little  distance  from  the  store.  We 
went  down  to  the  store  and  met  the  mob  there. 

Q.  Who  went  with  you  t — A.  Mr.  Bondurant  and  Mr.  Ormon. 

Q,  Did  you  go  in  the  store t— A.  Yes,  sir;  we  did. 

Q.  Tell  what  took  place  t — A.  We  went  in  the  store  and  opraed  the 
front  door  (the  road  passing  right  bytiie  front  door  of  the  store)and  made 
up  a  big  light.    They  stopped  south  of  the  store  some  fifty  yards  and 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


ALLEGED  ELECTION  OUTRAGES  IK  MISSISSIPPI.  197 

fired  off  their  cannon  and  whooped  and  yelled  aroand  and  started  off, 
and  then  they  came  back  past  the  store.  They  were  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards  along,  stringing  along,  and  when  the  rear  passed  they  wheeled 
and  passed  back,  and  as  they  passed  back  we  were  sitting  in  the  store 
in  front  of  the  fireplace,  and  there  were  two  pistol  shots  came  in  the 
front  door  and  struck  the  fireplace,  and  in  a  second  or  two  there  were 
a  good  many  balls  came  through  the  house. 

Q.  Game  near  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  balls  did  you  say  came  in  t — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I 
picked  up  four  or  five  or  six ;  there  were  a  good  many  came  in  through 
the  house. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stay  there  that  time  t — ^A.  They  staid  there, 
I  leekon.  half  an  hour. 

Q.  Did  they  say  what  they  were  doing  this  for,  or  anything  of  that 
Wnii  j  did  they  indicate  by  their  talk  what  they  were  up  to  ! — A.  They 
said  it  was  a  white  man's  country,  and  they  were  going  to  rule  it^  and 
they  didnt  want  any  negroes  in  it,  and  a  lot  of  stuff,  and  that  if  I  said 
a  word  they  would  take  me  out,  if  I  opened  my  mouth,  and  abased  me 
a  good  Aesi  and  cursed  me. 

Q.  Did  they  point  the  cannon  at  the  store  t — ^A.  I  was  standing  on 
the  gallery  when  the  cannon  fired,  and  I  felt  the  wind  of  the  blow 
towards  the  house. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  said  about  loading  it  with  a  chain  f — A. 
Yes,  sir;  somebody  proposed  putting  a  log  chain  in  and  shooting  down 
the  house,  and  some  said  a  sack  of  buckshot. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stay  there? — A.  I  suppose,  altogether,  they 
were  there  about  an  hour. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  them  at  any  other  timet— A.  I  heard  of 
them  all  trough  the  country  there.  The  next  morning  there  was  a 
sqaad  of  armed  men — I  beUeve  it  was  six  or  eight  men  armed  with  shot- 
gons— came  to  the  store.  I  met  them  on  the  gallery.  They  rode  up  to 
the  galleiy,  and  the  man  who  seemed  to  be  in  charge  of  the  squad  asked 
if  it  was  me,  and  I  told  him  it  was,  and  he  said  he  had  a  paper  for  me, 
and  handed  me  a  paper,  and  they  turned  and  rode  off.  It  was  some 
resolutions  they  had  passed  that  night,  I  reckon. 

Q.  Have  you  that  paper? — A.  No,  sir;  1  have  not  got  the  paper. 

Q.  What  was  it,  as  near  as  you  can  tellt — A.  It  was  resolutions  that 
if  there  was  any  damage  done  to  certain  parties,  violence,  or  in  any 
way,  tliat  the  Matthews  brothers  would  be  held  personally  responsible, 
and  nothing  would  satisfy  but  their  blood.  The  parties  were,  as  well 
as  I  recollect,  J.  F.  Thompson,  F.  M.  McGree,  and  Joel  East.  I  don't 
rooollect  the  others. 

Q.  They  iiere  the  parties  who  were  in  that  mounted  mobt — A.  I  do 
not  know,  sir,  at  that  time.    I  think  they  were,  though. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  in  that  mob  the  second  time  when  they  were 
at  your  store? — ^A.  I  did  not  see  them  at  my  store  any  more  after  that 
night 

Q.  I  mean  when  they  came  back;  did  they  all  come  backf — A.  I 
don't  know  whether  they  all  came  back.  It  looked  as  though  there 
were  150  or  175  who  came  back. 

Q.  How  early  before  election  did  you  first  hear  any  firing  around  in 
the  country  t — A.  About  a  week,  I  think. 

Q.  During  the  whole  week  prior  to  the  election,  state  whether  or  not 
there  were  squads  of  armed  men^every  night  perambulating  the  coun- 
try f— A.  I  could  hear  it  rumored,  but  I  did  not  see  them. 
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Q.  Gould  you  hear  firing  aboat  every  night t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  ooald 
hear  firing  almost  any  time. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  that  cannon  occasionally  f — ^A.  Yes^  sir;  before  the 
election,  nights. 

Q.  What  is  the  popolation  around  through  that  section  of  country  m 
the  county! — A.  I  could  not  say. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon  : 

Q.  Are  they  white  or  colored?— A.  Golored. 
By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Q.  Most  of  them  farmers  and  farm  hands? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  sparsely  settled! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  effect  did  those  proceedings  have  on  the  colored  people  in 
that  part  of  the  country! — A.  It  seemed  to  frighten  them  a  good  deal 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  took  to  the  woods! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  they  did. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  your  store! — ^A.  I  left  on  Saturday  before  the 
election. 

Q.  What  for! — A.  I  went  to  Dazlehurst  and  went  before  Mr.  Will- 
iamson and  made  an  affidavit  against  the  parties,  a  good  many  of  them. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  that  for! — ^A.  To  keep  them  from  rioting  and 
shooting  people,  &c.,  throughout  the  country. 

Q.  Had  either  you  or  any  of  your  family,  within  your  knowledge, 
made  any  threats  against  these  parties  whose  names  were  handed  to 
you! — A.  No,  sir;  we  had  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  up  to  that  time  that  they  were  doing  anything 
against  you  ! — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Had  you  any  intention  up  to  that  time  of  doing  anything  against 
them  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  first  thing  you  did  do  was  to  go,  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  make  complaint! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  wei-e  you  Monday  ! — A.  1  was  at  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  of  them  that  day! — ^A.  I  saw  them  parading 
the  streets. 

Q.  The  same  crowd  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mounted  and  armed! — A.  Yes,  sir;  both  times. 

Q.  Were  they  saying  anything! — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  They  were 
saying, "  Somebody  had  better  get  away  from  here,^  and  all  such  things 
as  that.  I  was  at  my  brother's  store  when  they  passed  his  store;  I 
stood  right  in  front  nearly  of  the  store,  and  one  of  the  men  rode  back 
to  his  house,  and  afterwards  carried  him  a  resolution. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  eflForts  your  brother  made  during  that  week 
or  ten  days  to  keep  the  peace  ! — ^A.  No,  sir ;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  speeches! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many! — A.  I  heard  part  of  two  of  his  speeches. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  those  two  speeches  where  he  exhorted  men 
to  take  up  arms  and  fight! — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Anything  where  he  incited  violence  at  all! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  character  as  a  man  in  the  community  there  ? — A 
He  was  a  civil,  law-abiding  man. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  of  his  undertaking  to  incite  negroes  to  arm 
themselves! — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  did. 

Q.  Is  not  that  a  little  absurd,  the  negroes  arming  themselves  against 
the  whites  of  Copiah  County  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  white  men  armed  and  mounted  do  you  think  it  would 
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take  to  drive  the  negroes  all  to  the  woods  f — ^A.  I  think  that  mob  was 
saffioient,  from  the  way  they  drove  them  down  in  that  conntry. 

Q,  Do  you  know  of  your  brother  going  to  Dr.  Oatis  to  get  him  to  see 
if  something  coold  not  be  done  to  stop  tiiisf 

The  Witness.  Which  brother! 

Mr.  Fete.  Any  brother. 

A.  I  think  that  my  brother  Ed.  Matthews  went  to  Dr.  Oatis  in  my 
presence. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  him  ? — ^A.  He  asked  him  if  he  conld  not  stop 
the  mob.  He  said  they  were  talking  about  going  up  to  my  brother's 
and  father's  house  on  Monday,  and  my  father  was  sick,  and  he  did  not 
want  the  mob  to  go  up  there. 

Q.  Was  young  Mr.  Matthews'  wife  there  sick  t^-A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  so  inform  Dr.  Oatis  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  was  that  given  as  a  reason  why  he  wanted  them  to  keep  away 
from  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  one  reason,  that  his  wife  was  sick. 

Q.  What  did  Dr.  Oatis  say,  that  he  would  try  to  do  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  did  try  to  or  not! — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  did  try  to  or  not    He  said  he  would  do  all  that  he  could. 

Q.  You  left  your  store  that  night,  do  you  say  t — A.  I  left  there  on 
Friday. 

Q.  Did  you  go  back  again? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  go  back  I — ^A.  It  was  a  week  or  more  after  the 
dection. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  back  until  a  week  after  the  election  ! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  go  up  there  and  vote  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not 
vote. 

Q.  Which  was  your  beat!— A.  Beat  3. 

Q.  Which  was  your  polling  precinct  f — A.  Centennial. 

Q.  Did  you  think  it  was  safe  for  you  to  stay  there  in  your  store  that 
week  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  been  going  on  since  the  election ;  has  anything  been 
said  or  done  to  you  I — A.  Nothing,  only  these  resolutions  that  were 
passed  since  the  election. 

Q.  The  long  resolutions  referred  to  at  the  meeting!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  felt  at  peace  and  rest  since  the  election! — A.  No,  sir; 
not  altogether. 

Q.  Have  you  staid  at  home  much  since! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  On  account  of  these  threats  which  were  made,  and  the  resolu- 
tioBs!— A.  That  is  one  reason;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  up  to  Wallis' house  after  he  was  killed! — A.  No,  sir;  I 
di^'t  go. 

ByMr.CAMBBON: 

Q.  Did  you  recognize  any  of  the  parties  who  made  the  attack  on  your 
«tOTe!— A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them. 

Q.  You  may  give  their  names. — A.  Mr.  Wheeler,  Jesse  Thompson 

Mr.  Pryb.  Which  Wheeler! 

The  Witness.  Bas.  Wheeler,  Jesse  Thompson,  Marion  Higdon,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Allen.    I  believe  that  is  about  all  that  I  recognized. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  whom  you  recognized  reside  in  Hazlehurst! — 
A.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  the  only  one ;  but  the  next  day  I  recognized  two  or 
three  from  Hazlehurst  who  came  up  with  the  resolutions.  There  was 
Ghaiiie  Hart  and  Hans  Penn. 
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J.  W.  DuNBAB  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr,  Pbyb  : 

Qaestion.  Where  do  you  reside? — Answer.  In  Oopiah  Ooonty. 

Q.  What  part  of  it  t — A.  In  the  western  portion^  beat  3. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  precinct  t — A.  Tailholt. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  Copiah  County  for  a  fortnight  before  this  last  elec- 
tion t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  all  the  time.       , 

Q.  Are  you  a  constable  in  that  part  of  the  county  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  Are  constables  elected  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  constable  nowt — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  were  at  that  timef — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  at  that  time. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  have  you  state  to  the  committee  what  you  know 
about  the  operations  of  this  mob  prior  to  the  election  f — ^A.  The  first  I 
knew  of  it  was,  I  think,  about  two  weeks  before  the  election.  Mr. 
Guynes  and  Mr.  itowan  were  appointed  to  speak  at  Ooffs  Store. 

Q.  Democrats? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  go  over  until  late  in  the 
evening.  I  knew  about  what  they  would  say,  and  I  didn't  go  over 
until  wey  had  just  about  got  through.  I  had  no  idea  but  what  I 
would  find  everybody  quiet  and  peaceable.  I  rode  over,  and  they  had 
wound  up  the  speeches,  except  the  board  of  supervisors,  he  was  criticis- 
ing them  sharply,  Bowan  was,  and  the  whole  force  were  armed,  sitting 
around  him  as  though  they  were  guarding  him.  I  think  they  all 
had  a  six-shooter  apiece,  and  maybe  more,  and  double-barreled  shot- 
guns, and  everything  they  could  get  hold  of.  There  were  seTeral 
Bepublicans  and  Independents  in  the  storehouse  and  around  the 
house.  I  rode  up  and  hitched  my  horse  to  the  door  and  got  down 
and  went  in;  I  walked  in  the  house;  I  didn't  stop  out  where  the 
crowd  was.  They  soon  made  it  convenient  to  say  something  to  me 
to  start  a  row,  as  I  thought.  I  thought  at  first  I  would  not  resent  it; 
but  I  made  some  remark  back  to  them,  and  Dr.  Bowan  asked  me  to 
hush  and  not  say  anything.  When  they  went  to  start  off  they  jumped 
on  their  horses  and  began  to  fire  off  their  pistols,  and  I  was  very  anxious 
to  see  who  it  was  that  had  the  concealed  pistols;  I  wanted  to  report 
them  to  the  grand  jury,  and  they  caught  me  watching  them,  and  coned 
me  and  told  me  it  didn't  make  any  difference  about  my  reporting  them. 
They  fired  off  their  arms  generally  and  left.  The  next  Monday  I  went 
to  our  court — our  circuit  court — to  report  them,  and  I  met  Dr.  Rowan 
and  told  him  that  I  had  spoken  with  him  all  over  Oopiah  County,  and 
looked  upon  him  as  a  gentleman,  and  if  he  tolerated  that  I  would  take 
it  all  bdck.    He  said  he  did  not;  that  he  opposed  it  from  the  beginning. 

Q.  He  was  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  was  a  very  nice  man 
I  thought,  and  do  yet.  He  said  he  opposed  it  all.  The  next  Saturdav 
night,  prior  to  the  election,  I  went  out  in  the  neighborhood,  and  from 
what  I  could  find  out 

Q.  One  moment.  Dr.  Bowan  was  a  Democrat  and  a  candidate  for  the 
legislature? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Go  on. — ^A.  On  the  next  Saturday  night  I  rode  out  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  fh)m  what  I  could  hear  I  tliought  they  were  going  toOoflTs 
Store  that  morning.  The  appointment  was  at  Tailholt,  but  I  tbooght 
they  would  be  up  there.  After  supper  I  told  my  little  boy  we  would  go 
possum  hunting.  We  got  witliin  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  store  and  I 
saw  fifteen  or  twenty  armed  men  in  the  woods  and  I  walked  down.  I 
had  a  light  in  my  hand,  and  there  was  one  man  on  his  horse,  and  J 
thought  I  knew  him  by  the  spots  on  his  animal's  face,  and  I  spoke  to  him 
and  stuck  my  light  in  his  face  and  found  that  it  was  Frank  Thompaon. 
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1  asked  him  what  he  was  expecting  to  do  that  night.  I  suspected  then 
the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis,  and  he  said,  ^<  Nothing.^  And  I  said,  '<AU 
right,''  and  I  went  on  up  to  the  store,  when  I  got  there  I  found  Mr. 
Goff  standing  with  his  hand  on  the  knob  of  the  door,  holding  it. 

Q.  Is  he  one  of  the  merdiants  there  t — ^A.  Tes.  sir.  I  walked  in  and 
asked  for  a  match.  I  wanted  to  recognize  all  tlie  parties  there  that  I 
could,  and  he  told  me  for  Ghxl's  sake  not  to  strike  a  match  there,  and 
by  this  time  I  heard  the  sound  of  horses'  feet,  and  I  should  think  there 
were  five  hundred,  but  I  don't  suppose  there  were  over  one  hundred  and 
fifty  altogether.  I  became  alarmed,  thought  they  might  be  drunk,  and  I 
didn't  know  what  they  were  doing.  But  I  stepped  off  about  ten  steps 
below  the  house  and  lay  down.  When  they  rode  up  they  rode  up  in  a 
terrible  wrangle,  and  they  called  on  M^jor  Wheeler  for  a  speech. 

Q.  Is  that  Bas.  Wheeler  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  He  got  up  and  made  several 
remarks,  and  I  dont  know  what  all  he  didn't  say.  He  said  they  were 
oat  electioneering,  and  there  was  one  thing,  however,  that  they  did  not 
expect  to  coax  these  colored  people  any  longer  to  vote ;  they  expected 
them  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  if  they  did  not  he  would  kill 
them  outright;  that  he  had  puUed  several  of  them  out  and  made  them 
say  they  would  do  it,  and  tiiat  that  election  had  to  be  carried  at  all 
hazards.  They  cheered  him  terribly,  and  I  suppose  staid  there  an 
hoar,  and  then  they  rode  otL  The  next  morning  myself  and  Allen  and 
Goff  got  together,  and  we  followed  after  the  trace  of  them  where  they 
had  went  to  see  what  damage  they  had  done.  We  went  off  to  Brown's 
place,  about  3  miles,  and  we  heard  of  no  damage  done.  They  had  all 
fled  to  the  woods. 

Q.  The  people  living  there  had  fled  to  the  woods t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
women  and  children  and  all.  While  sitting  on  our  horse  talking  about 
that  we  saw  a  man  come  running  for  a  physician.  He  said  a  man  fur- 
ther on  had  his  leg  shot  in  two,  and  his  wife  shot  through  the  shoulder,, 
and  Dr.  Jones  was  summoned  in  and  he  did  up  the  wounds.  He  was 
shot  badly.  We  went  back  home,  and  the  next  morning  I  rode  out  to 
see  the  people  genei^y.  I  was  interested  for  them  to  go  to  the  polls^ 
aod  made  them  agree  to  go  out.  I  told  them  there  was  no  harm  io 
going;  that  if  they  were  not  allowed  to  vote  they  could  go  home  again. 
I  told  them  to  go  firom  one  to  five  in  a  squad,  not  more  than  five,  and 
to  go  quietly  and  peaceably  to  the  polls,  and  if  they  did  not  allow  them 
to  vote  they  could  go  home.  Accoraingly  the  most  of  them  went. 
There  were  a  few  that  didn't  go,  but  they  turned  out  pretty  generally. 
Myself  and  Dr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Qoff  rode  down  next  morning  to  see 
what  was  going  on,  and  we  rode  through  the  picket  line.  There  was 
an  armed  force  picketing  the  road. 

Q.  On  the  road  to  the  polls? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  about  fifty  yards  from  the 
polls.  When  I  got  to  the  polls  they  began  to  fire  their  guns,  like  skir- 
mishing in  the  Army. 

Q.  what  preoiuot  was  that  t — ^A.  That  was  Tailholt.  About  9  o^clock, 
1  suppose,  one  of  the  Independent  inspectors  rode  up  and  they  hallooed^ 
'^All  go  to  their  guns,"  and  he  became  frightened  and  laid  the  box 
down  and  left. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  That  was  Mr.  Allen  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  got  between  them  and  ap- 
peided  to  them,  and  said  I  could  say  for  the  Independent  part  of  them 
that  if  any  of  them  showed  any  demonstration  in  the  world  I  would 
arrest  them ;  that  is^  the  Independents ;  that  the  Independents  should 
not  do  them  any  harm  if  they  would  allow  them  to  vote ;  that  is  all 
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they  wanted.  I  finally  got  them  qoieted,  and  they  got  me  to  go  after 
Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Allen  requested  me  to  go  back  and  tell  them  if  th^ 
would  insure  him  his  life  he  would  come  back  and  hold  the  electioD. 
They  said  they  could  not  insure  him  anything,  and  he  would  not  come. 
It  went  on  that  way  until  about  12  o'clock.  I  was  on  my  horse  M  the 
time.  Finally  they  proposed  to  me  to  act  as  inspector.  By  this  time 
the  most  of  the  white  Republicans  had  already  gone,  and  I  told  the 
balance  to  leave;  that  there  was  no  use  staying  there.  I  read  the 
election  law  to  them,  and  asked  them  for  help  in  holding  an  election. 
I  did  not  consider  it  an  election  at  all,  and  told  them  that  not  the  first 
section  of  the  law  had  been  complied  with,  and  that  I  would  not  have 
anything  to  do  with  it.  Sam  Stames  said,  *<  We  have  come  here  to 
carry  it,  and  we  are  going  to  do  it,  and  we  told  them  before  they  came 
that  they  could  not  vote  anything  but  the  Democratic  ticket."  I  staid 
until  5  o'clock  and  heard  of  the  death  of  Print  Matthews,  and  then  I 
w^ent  home. 

Q.  Did  the  crowd  hear  of  the  death  of  Matthews  when  you  didt— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  news  readt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  donet — ^A.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  r^'oicing. 

Q.  Did  they  hurrah  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  These  men  that  be  was  feeding 
right  then,  and  had  been  for  three  years,  feeding  them  every  mouthfol 
they  had  got  to  eat,  they  were  rejoicing  at  it;  and  I  knew  it  at  the  time. 
Sam  Starnes,  when  he  could  get  a  man  to  vote  the  way  he  wanted  to, 
would  say,  ^^AU^  in  favor  of  havin^r  such  a  colored  man  vote  will  say 
Ay,"  and  then  they  would  let  him  in.  That  is  the  way  they  voted  all 
except  those  who  voted  the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  I  think  there 
were  seven  or  eight  Independents  voted  that  day,  and  we  had  had  quite 
41  large  msgority  of  Independents  at  that  box.  I  do  not  think  there  was 
a  single  colored  man  who  voted  the  Independent  ticket  that  day;  I  am 
43atisfied  there  was  not  ' 

Q.  When  you  were  elected  two  years  before,  what  vote  did  you  have 
in  that  precinct  t — A.  I  disremember  the  exact  number,  but  I  was 
largely  in  the  majority  though. 

Q.  Were  you  a  candidate  this  timet — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  you  gett — A.  I  was  largely  in  the  minority 
this  time;  I  did  not  do  so  well  this  time. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  longt — A.  I  was  in  off  and  on  for  four  years. 

Q.  Hold  any  office  t — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  What  office  did  you  holdT — A.  First  lieutenant. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  Republican  t — A.  I  have  never  been 
a  Republican. 

Q.  What  have  you  beent — A.  I  have  been  a  Democrat. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  t — ^A.  Ever  since 
the  war. 

Q.  You  were  not  elected  constable  as  a  Democrat! — A.  No,  sir ;  as  an 
Independent. 

Q.  That  was  the  first  time  you  had  an  Independent  party,  two  years 
agot — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  year  you  were  running  as  Independent  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
Toted  part  of  the  Democratic  ticket  this  year.  I  voted  against  myself^ 
however. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  Democrats  within  the  last  two  or 
three  years  in  Copiah  County  have  become  Independent  Democrats  t— 
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A.  A  great  many.    I  think  the  Independent  democrats  and  Bepabli- 
cans  are  in  the  majority. 

Q.  How  many  Independent  and  Bepublican  voters  are  there  in  Copiah 
County  t — A.  I  could  not  say,  except  in  my  immediate  neighborhood. 
In  my  immediate  neighborhood  they  are  pretty  nearly  all  Independent 
voters.    We  are  largely  in  the  majority,  however. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  had  a  majority  in  Copiah  County! — A.  I  don't 
think  anything  about  it ;  I  know  it.  I  do  not  say  that  I  had  a  majority  on 
the  whole  ticket.  I  believe  if  we  had  a  fair  election  that  Ouynes  would 
have  been  elected  for  the  legislature,  and  one  of  the  Independents.  I 
do  not  believe  really  we  would  have  elected  our  full  ticket.  That  is  my 
opinion.  I  think  we  would  have  elected  our  ticket  because  a  good 
many  of  the  colored  people  would  have  voted  for  Ouynes  and  a  heap  of 
Independents  would  have  voted  for  him,  and  I  think  that  it  would  have 
been  a  good  deal  better  than  it  is  now.  It  would  have  been  mixed  con- 
siderably. 

Q.  When  you  went  up  to  Tailholt  did  you  see  men  there  armed  with 
guns! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  do  not  know  but  what  you  stated  it  was  picketed. — A.  Yes, 
«ir;  it  was  picketed.  I  did  not  see  with  my  own  eyes  only  one  road 
tbat  was  picketed,  but  I  am  told  that  all  the  road^  were  picketed.  I  knew 
several  that  jumped  off  their  horses  and  ran  off  down  the  creek;  they 
never  got  to  the  polls  at  aU. 

Q.  Were  they  EepublicansI— A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  I  could 
exaggerate  it  or  that  r.nybody  else  could,  the  crimes  that' were  committed 
in  that  beat. 

Q.  What  effect  did  the  operations  of  this  mob  have  on  that  whole 
section  of  the  country? — A.  A  very  demoralizing  effect  against  the 
Independent  party. 

Q.  Did  it  frighten  many  of  them  away  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  many. 

Q.  What  be^me  of  the  colored  people  generally! — ^A.  Oh,  they  laid 
in  the  woods  for  weeks. 

Q.  Did  some  white  people  go  to  the  woods,  too  f — A.  I  think  they  did; 
I  know  some  lay  in  the  woo^;  I  did  not. 

H.  L.  BuFKiN  sworn. and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live t— Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  Missis- 
sippi. 

Q.  What  part  of  it,  which  beatt — ^A.  Beat  1. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  precinct  t — A.  Martinsville. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics  t — A.  Democrat. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  old  enough  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  this  armed  mob  on  the  day  of  the  last 
election !— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where! — A.  They  were  going  to  Spencer's  Mill,  it  seems. 

Q.  How  far  from  Hazlehurst  were  they  t — A.  About  8  miles. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  t— A.  About  20. 

Q.  Mounted!— A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Armed!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  Who  was  in  charge  of  them  ! — A.  Mr.  Joe  Bailey. 

Q.  A  Democrat ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  !— A.  About  3  o'clock,  I  think. 

Q.  They  were  going  towards  whose  mills! — A.  Spencer's  MilL 
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Q.  Did  yoa  have  a  talk  with  themt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whatt — ^A.  I  asl^ed  them  if  there  was  any  trouble  down  below; 
I  asked  them  what  was  up.  They  said  there  was  trouble  at  Spencer's 
Mill.  They  said  that  the  Independents  were  trying  to  ran  over  them 
down  there.  I  have  a  brother  down  there,  and  that  was  the  reason  I 
was  going  there.  I  did  not  vote  there;  I  went  down  to  see  how  things 
were  going.  I  asked  them  who  was  in  it,  and  they  told  me  of  several, 
and  my  brother,  they  said,  he  was  in  it,  too. 

Q.  Yonr  brother  Frank  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  Frank  Bafkin;  and  I  told  them 
that  I  wanted  to  go  and  get  him  away  from  there  before  they  got  there. 
Well,  they  told  me  I  oonld  do  it,  bat  it  was  getting  pretty  dose  by,  and 
I  told  them  that  I  would  hardly  have  time  to  go  &ere  and  asked  them 
if  they  would  wait  for  me  and  they  said  they  would.  But  they  all  got 
there  about  the  same  time,  but  he  was  not  there ;  he  was  gone. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  tney  were  going  to  do  with  your  brother!— A. 
Well,  they  were  going  to  kill  him. 

Q.  Who  said  thatt — ^A.  I  don't  know  who  it  was.  That  was  after 
they  had  told  me  I  had  better  get  him  away  firom  there.  It  was  some 
one  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  Was  not  Bill  Higdon  there  t— A.  He  was  the  first  man  I  had  a 
talk  with,  and  I  asked  him  if  they  were  going  to  kill  anybody,  and  he 
said  yes. 

Q.  And  you  asked  him  if  you  might  go  ahead  and  inform  yoar 
brother  t — ^A.  Yes,  sur;  and  he  said  he  did  not  know;  that  Bailey  was 
the  captain  of  the  club. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  he  must  consult  Bailey  t — ^A.  I  rode  on  and  Hig- 
don called  Bailey  back,  and  before  I  got  by  Bailey  stopped  me  and  told 
me  I  could  pass. 

Q.  Did  you  go  down  to  Spencer's  Mill  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Down  to  the  voting  place  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  Democrats  armed  there  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  with  t — ^A.  Shotguns  and  pistols. 

Q.  Any  Winchester  rifles? — A.  Well,  there  was  one  man,  he  was  out 
50  vards,  I  reckon,  from  the  fellows,  with  a  Winchester  rifle. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  colored  men  voting  there  t — ^A.  Not  when  I  was 
there. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  there  t — ^A.  I  think  about  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes. 

Q.  Then  where  did  you  go  t — ^A.  To  my  brother's. 

Q.  Frank's  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Did  you  find  him  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  himt— A.  I  told  him  if  I  was  him— I  told  him 
what  they  said,  and  I  said  J  would  leave  home  and  tried  to  get  him  to 
doit. 

Q.  Did  he  do  itt — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  while  I  was  there,  he  didn't  1 
did  not  stay  there  long,  and  I  don't  know  whether  he  did  or  not 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  this  armed  mob  prior  to  thatt— A.  Yes, 
sir  5  on  Friday  before,  I  was  going  down  to  my  brother's,  and  I  heard 
some  cannons  and  guns  shooting. 

Q.  Many  of  themt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  many;  and  I  stopped,  and  I 
hadn't  been  stopped  long  until  there  was  a  crowd  came  by  where  I  had 
stopped. 

Q.  A  crowd  of  mounted  and  armed  ment— A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not 
armed.  Those  that  overtaken  me  were  not  armed ;  they  did  not  have  any 
uns ;  I  don't  know  what  else  they  might  have  had.    They  rode  up  and 

asked  them  what  was  up  dorwn  below ;  1  told  them  there  must  be  war 
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down  below ;  and  one  man  took  me  off  one  side  and  asked  me  if  I  didn't 
know  what  was  np.  I  said  I  didn't  and  he  told  me ;  he  said  they  were 
going  to  clean  out  beat  three.  That  was  on  Friday  that  they  were  going 
to  do  that;  going  to  dean  it  out  by  Monday  night;  going  to  be  ready 
tar  Tuesday  morning  to  carry  their  beat. 

Q.  Who  was  that  that  told  yon  thatt — A.  Mr.  Womack. 

Q.  A  Democratt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  night  that  you  went  up  to  see  yonr  brother  and  advise  him 
to  leave,  did  you  go  to  bed  t — A.  Kot  until  late. 

Q.  Ton  sat  up  nearly  all  night,  didn't  yont — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  any  anxiety  t — ^A.  Why,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Not  on  account  of  yourself,  but  on  account  of  your  brother  t — ^A. 
Tes,  sir;  none  on  account  of  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  this  crowd  on  Saturday  night  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  that  night  t — ^A.  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  shoot- 
ing, and  negro  women  and  children  were  running  about  and  wanting  to 
know  what  to  do.  I  was  right  close  by.  That  was  near  Tailholt,  and 
I  was  down  in  that  neighlK>rhood.  I  went  down  to  my  brother's  on 
Friday.  That  was  Saturday  night  after  Friday  night,  and  I  had  not 
got  home.    I  was  down  in  that  jieighborhood. 

Q.  Negro  men,  women,  and  diildront — A.  I  didn't  see  any  men;  there 
were  women  and  children. 

Q.  Where  were  the  men  t — A.  I  dont  know. 

Q.  Where  do  you  think  they  weret— A.  They  said  they  were  in  the 
woods:  they  were  gone  somewhere. 

Q.  The  women  and  children  were  alarmed,  were  they  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  t^ey  want  to  knowt — ^A.  They  wanted  to  know  what  to 
do. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  them  t— A.  I  told  them  I  didn't  know.  I  told 
ihm  they  would  have  to  do  the  best  they  could,  I  could  not  advise  them. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  Monday  before  election  t — ^A.  I  was  at  home. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  them  on  Monday  t — ^A.  I  never  saw  any, 
bat  I  heara  the  shootbig  of  cannon  all  day. 

Q.  Around  through  the  country  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  Tuesday,  election  day  t — ^A.  I  went  to  Mar- 
tinsville and  voted.  I  left  there  about  11  o^dock  to  come  home  and 
started  to  Centennial,  and  I  met  Mr.  QM  Matthews  on  this  side  of 
Centennial,  and  he  told  me  his  brother  had  been  killed  in  Hazlehurst, 
and  I  turned  around  with  him  and  went  back  to  Spencer's  Mill,  where 
my  brother  voted,  at  his  precinct 

Q.  What  was  taeapi>earance  of  things  at  Spencer's  Mill  t— A.  Pretty 
^oomy,  I  thought,  from  the  looks  of  everything. 

Q.  Were  there  armed  men  there  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Many  of  t^emt — ^A.  Well,  yes,  sir;  a  good  many. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  any  negroes  there  armed,  did  yout— A.  Well, 
iMysfa-. 

Q.  Were  there  many  colored  men  around  there  at  allt— A.  Ko,  sir; 
veiy  few— three  or  four. 

Q.  Did  the  white  men,  Democrats,  have  guns  there  t— A.  Yes,  shr. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  these  people  threatening  Mr.  Matthews  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  hear  throats  against  anybody  in  iMurtioular,  except 
yonr  brothert— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  brotlier;  inspector,  or  supervisor,  or  anythingf 

The  Witness.  Of  the  electiont 

Mr.  Pbtb.  Yes. 

TheWiTHBSS.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  he  an  active  Bepublicant — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  connected  with  one  of  the  Bepnblicah  committees  there t— 
A.  Yes,  sir — well,  no,  I  don't  think  he  was. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  had  been  canvassing  the  connty  or  nott— 
A.  No,  sir;  he  had  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  tickets  to  distribute  or  nott— A  I 
do  not  know  that,  either. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  your  brothert — A.  About  8  miles. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon: 

Q.  What  trouble  had  occurred  at  Spencer's  Mill  t— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  learn  after  you  went  there! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not 

Q.  The  parties  whom  you  encountered  on  the  road  stated  there  was 
trouble  at  Spencer's  Millt — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  all  I  heard  about  it 
They  said  there  was  trouble  there,  but  I  uever  asked  them  what  it  wa& 

Q.  Have  you  ascertained  since  whether  or  not  any  trouble  occurred 
there t — A.  Well,  I  think  there  was  a  little  trouble  there,  but  I  do  not 
know  what  it  was. 

William  P.  Wabe  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  t — ^Answer.  In  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  In  the  village! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  I-— A.  I  am  merchandising. 

Q.  What  are  you,  politically  f — ^A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Pretty  active  in  politics! — ^A.  I  have  not  been  for  the  hist  two 
years. 

Q.  Have  you  heretofore  been! — ^A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have.  I  hare 
worked  for  the  party,  but  I  never  have  asked  for  any  position,  and 
never  wanted  any  office. 

Q.  But  you  have  worked  for  the  party! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  in  the  last  election  work  for  the  party! — ^A.  I  did  not 

Q.  Did  you  work  for  any  party! — A.  I  did  not  WeU,  I  say  that  I 
did  not;  I  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  the  exception  of  one  man 
on  it,  and  that  man  I  scratched.  I  will  give  my  reasons  for  doing  so. 
Owing  to  some  resolutions  that  were  passed  by  the  club  in  HazlehmBt, 
the  Democratic  club  that  was  organised,  I  refused  to  join  them. 

Q.  You  refbsed  to  join  the  club  on  account  of  some  resolutions  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  man  did  you  scratch! — ^A.  I  scratched  the  chancery derk. 

Q.  Who  was  he!— A.  Mr.  G.  F.  Wolfe. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Dr.  Jones;  you  know  him,  do 
you  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  in  relation  to  this  crowd 
of  armed  men  coming  to  town  ! 

The  Witness.  At  what  time  ! 

Mr.  Fbte.  Before  the  election,  when  they  came  to  town  on  Mond^. 

The  Witness.  I  believe  I  did.  Dr.  Jones  sometime  during  the  daj, 
I  think  at  perhaps  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  came  in  the  store  (it  was 
probably  later  than  that),  and  he  seemed  to  be  somewhat  excited  and 
said  that  he  wanted  to  see  me.  I  went  into  a  back  room  and  he  told  me 
that  that  crowd,  I  don't  remember  whether  he  said  they  came  iti  to  kill 
Print  Matthews  or  not,  but  he  said  that  they  had  passed  some  resoln- 
tions  on  the  street  somewhere  to  kill  him  and  wanted  him  to  go  with 
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them,  and  he  asked  me  as  a  friend  of  Mr.  Matthews  (which  he  knew 
diat  I  had  been  outside  of  politics;  we  were  personal  friends),  he  asked 
me  to  try  and  send  Mr.  Matthews  word  or  see  him  in  some  way  and  let 
bim  know  what  was  going  on. 

Q.  Did  you  see  this  crowd  go  down  to  the  bridge  and  disband;  the 
mob!— A.  According  to  Dr.  Jones's  request  I  went  to  Mr.  Matthews's 
store;  he  was  not  there  and  I  called  Mr.  L^n  Matthews  and  told  him 
what  Dr.  Jones  had  said,  and  told  him  I  thought  he  had  better  leave. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  was  thatt — A.  That  was  on  Monday,  the  day  before  the 
dection. 

Q.  Won't  you  repeat  again  what  you  told  the  brother  Leon  exactly? — 
A.  I  told  Leon  Matthews  that  Dr.  Jones  told  me  there  was  a  resolution 
passed  upon  the  streets  somewhere,  that  is,  that  that  crowd  that  came 
in  had  passed  a  resolution  to  ki\\  Print  Matthews  that  day. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Q.  Xow  did  you  see  this  mob  disband  down  near  the  bridge  t — ^A. 
Yes,  sir.  Soon  after  I  returned  from  Mr.  Matthews's  store,  or  the  depot 
rather,  fronting  Mr.  Matthews's  store  where  I  met  L€K)n  Matthews,  I  saw 
I  don't  know  how  many,  but  I  suppose  thirty  or  forty,  out  in  the  street 
in  fh)nt  of  the  store;  that  is,  between  the  store  and  the  bridge  which  is 
only  a  short  distance  from  the  store;  and  they  remarked,  some  of  them^ 
that  they  had  backed  down;  "We  knew  that  you  would  not  do  it  after 
yoa  had  promised  to  do  it." 

Q.  Were  they  cursing  each  other  somewhat  for  cowardice  f — ^A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  For  not  having  killed  Matthews  according  to  the  agreement  t — 
A.  They  did  not  say  that.  They  said  that  they  knew  they  would  back 
oat  and  that  they  were  a  set  of  damned  cowards ;  I  believe  those  are 
the  words. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  mob  in  the  store-— were  they  in  your  store  t — A* 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  f — ^A.  The  store  is  a  very  long  one,  something  over  200 
feet  long,  and  there  are  four  doors  on  the  front  street,  the  street  that 
this  crowd  of  armed  men  marched  down.  They  dismounted  and  some 
held  the  horses  of  the  others  while  they  went  in,  some  wanting  water 
and  some  wanting  whisky,  and  they  were  talking,  and  I  do  not  re- 
member what  all  they  were  saying,  but  I  think  a  great  many  of  them 
were  intoxicated. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  say  they  were  going  to  carry  that  election  or 
kni  the  whole  damned  orowd  of  Independents  or  Bepublicans  or  niggers, 
or  anything  of  that  kindt — A.  I  heard  some  of  that  crowd  say  some- 
thing about  it.  I  asked  some  of  them  what  they  were  doing^  what  all 
that  meant,  and  they  said  they  were  going  to  carry  the  election  or  kill 
every  damned  nigger  and  Independent  in  beat  3. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  talk  with  Mr.  Meade,  the  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  committee,  since  Mr.  Matthews's  death  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  was 
placed  in  rather  an  awkward  position  soon  after  the  killing;  in  fact,  a 
short  time  before.  My  wife  was  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Matthews,  and  soon 
after  the  killing,  Mrs.  Matthews  or  some  of  the  Matthews  family  sent 
for  me  to  come  there  immediately.  They  bad  moved  Mr.  Matthews 
from  the  store  to  the  house,  and  some  of  the  family  had  not  got  there. 
The  old  gentleman  was  halt*  a  mile  off,  and  some  of  the  Matthews  family 
reqaested  me,  asked  me,  why  they  had  killed  Mr.  Matthews,  and  I  told 
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ibem  I  didnt  know  that;  that  I  had  made  Bome  inqniries  and  tliey 
Deemed  to  saddle  the  whole  thing  on  the  Democratic  party.  I  told  th^n 
I  was  satisfied  that  there  were  some  Democrats  that  £d  not  indone 
that  conduct,  and,  in  fiEbct.  I  thought  a  great  many;  that  matters  had 
gotten  into  the  hands  of  tnese  roughs  and  it  was  impossible  to  control 
It  I  thought,  but  I  would  find  out  why  they  had  killed  him  and  let  them 
know;  and  some  of  Mr.  Matthews's  sisters  requested  me  to  let  them 
know  immediately.  I  went  to  the  poUs  where  Mr.  Matthews  was  kiUed, 
and  I  met  Mr.  Ooxwell  and  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Bankston,  the  three 
managers  of  the  election.  I  asked  why  he  was  killed — why  Mr.  Mat- 
thews was  killed.  I  told  them  my  reason  for  asking  was  that  some 
of  his  sisters  had  requested  me  to  go  there  and  find  out;  and  fiiey 
all  stated  and  made  about  the  same  statement,  that  they  did  not 
know  anything  about  it;  that  Matthews  and  Wheeler  had  a  con- 
Tersation,  or  were  talking,  and  laughing  and  talking,  when  they 
opened  the  poUs,  and  Mr.  Matthews  turned  and  said,  <<  wdl,  boys,  I 
believe  I  will  vote  and  go  home;  my  wife  (or  my  daughter)  is  sick,  and 
these  people  requested  me  not  to  stay  on  the  streeV'  or  something  of 
that  kind.  And  he  turned,  with  his  ticket  open  in  his  hand,  and  handed 
it  to  Mr.  Coxwell,  and  Mr.  Ooxwell  said,  <^  I  cannot  take  that  ticket 
that  way:  you  will  have  to  fold  it."  And  he  took  the  ticket  in  this 
position  (indicating]  and  folded  it  and  handed  it  to  him  with  both 
hands.  And  Mr.  Coxwell  said  just  as  he  presented  the  ticket  the  gnn 
fired  and  the  doors  were  closed.  As  they  were  making  that  statement 
there  was  a  crowd  of  boys  (I  did  not  consider  them  Democrats  or  any- 
thing, I  considered  them  outlaws),  I  do  not  know  how  many.  (st)wded 
in  the  door  and  told  these  people  not  to  be  telling  anything  awmt  that 
killing ;  if  they  did  tiiey  would  go  the  same  way. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  see  Mr.  Meade,  the  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic conmiittee,  and  have  a  talk  with  himt — A.  I  went  and  saw  Mr. 
Meade— met  him  and  others  on  the  bridge  which  was  not  far  from  Mr. 
Matthews's  house  and  between  the  store  I  kept,  and  the  store  on  the 
opposite  side  of  tiie  bridge  where  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  Meade  why  that  cannon  was  fired  after  Mr.  Mattheire 
was  killed  t — ^A.  I  did  not  ask  him  there.  I  attempted  to  talk  to  Mr. 
Meade,  and  he  seemed  to  be  excited,  and  he  had  a  gun,  and  a  good 
many  others  with  him  had  guns.  They  were  talking  about  negroes; 
and  I  then  passed  them,  and  afterwards  went  back  and  found  him 
alone  and  asked  him  why  this  cannon  was  fired. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  t — ^A.  He  told  me  there  was  an  understanding 
that  if  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  they  were  to  fire  the  cannon. 

Q.  As  a  signal  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  it  was  not  fired  in  the  r^oidng  over  Matthews^  death,  but  as 
a  signal  t— A.  Yes,  sir.  Mrs.  Millsaps,  the  wife  of  the  minister,  le* 
queued  me  to  go  and  see  him;  she  said  that  Mrs.  Print  Matthews  was 
suflTering  flrom  heart  disease  and  liable  to  die  at  any  moment,  and  asked 
me  to  go  and  get  them  not  to  fire  the  cannon  any  more,  and  find  oat 
why  it  was  fired.  Mr.  Meade  told  me  that  they  had  promised  some  dab 
or  somebodv  that  if  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  they  would  fire  the  can- 
non ;  that  they  were  not  r^oicing.  After  the  next  day  Mr.  Meade  came 
to  me  and  we  had  anothe  conversation  about  it  He  said  that  he 
wanted  to  say  in  regard  to  the  firing  of  the  cannon  that  it  was  an  on- 
derstanding  that  in  case  there  was  any  disturbance  they  were  to  fire 
the  cannon.  The  first  day  he  told  me  that  if  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed 
they  were  to  fire  the  cannon ;  the  second  day  he  told  me  if  there  was 
any  disturbance  they  were  to  fire  the  cannon. 
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Q.  Did  you  hear  that  any  man  went  to  the  sheriff,  Hargrave,  prior 
to  the  election,  and  prior  to  the  killing  of  Matthews,  and  informed  him 
that  Matthews  was  to  be  killed,  that  a  resolution  had  been  passed 
to  that  effect  T — A.  I  heard  something  of  that  kind ;  I  do  not  remember 
what  it  was  exactly ;  I  do  not  remember  the  words. 

Q.  That  a  man  had  been  selected  to  do  it — anything  of  that  kind  t — 
A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  a  man  had  been  selected.  • 

Q.  Or  called  upon  Hargrave  to  stop  itt — A.  I  heard  from  some  one 
that  they  were  going  to  kill  5  that  some  one  had  went  to  Hargrave  in 
the  name  of  the  Democratic  party  to  stop  it;  that  they  were  going  to 
kill  him,  and  that  Hargrave  said  it  was  out  of  his  power,  or  he  could 
Dot  do  it,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  That  he  could  not  stop  itt — A.  I  paid  no  attention  to  the  report 
from  the  fact  that  the  night  before,  on  Sunday  night,  he  wrote  to  me-» 
DO,  on  Monday  night,  the  night  before  the  election — he  sent  a  little  boy 
to  my  house,  some  time  after  night,  for  me  to  come  to  his  house  imme- 
diately. I  went,  and  he  told  me  that  the  sheriff  had  promised  him  pro- 
tection if  he  would  stay  there  and  not  leave  the  town.  I  advised  him 
to  go,  and  I  thought  I  knew  that  crowd  would  kill  him. 

By  the  Ohatbman: 
Q.  You  are  speaking  of  Print  Matthews  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  that 
that  crowd  would  kill  him.  He  said  that  he  had  been  raised  with  the 
sheriff^  and  the  sheriff  had  guaranteed  him  pro^tion  if  he  would  stay 
there.  I  told  him  I  would  go  as  far  as  Gallman  or  Martinsville  with 
him  in  a  buggy  (a  station  alx>ve  and  below)  and  have  the  conductor 
stop  there  so  that  he  could  get  away  from  there.  He  showed  me  a  note 
or  read  it  to  me  (I  did  not  see  the  note)  from  the  sheriff  stating  that  he 
would  see  that  he  was  protected  and  not  to  leave  home. 

By  Mr.  Fb YE: 

Q.  After  Mr.  Matthews's  death  you  were  up  there  at  the  house,  were 
you  nott — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  crowd  come  up  theret 

^e  Witness.  What  kind  of  a  crowd  t 

Mr.  Fbte.  WelL  this  mob,  and  hallo  and  talk  and  joke  t 

The  Witness.  This  mob  started  there  several  times.  During  the  day 
I  went  out  and  called  on  Mr.  Dodds^  who  is  here,  and  several  other 
geu tlemen  who  have  been  taking  an  active  part,  I  might  say,  in  politics,  as 
DeoQOcrats.  I  called  on  them  for  the  sake  of  the  famuy  or  the  ladies  of  Mr. 
Matthews's  family  not  to  permit  that  mob  to  go  to  the  house.  They  were 
going  there  when  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  corpse.  I  met  no  one  except 
those  who  had  been  going  around  with  the  mob  who  was  in  favor  of 
going.  Some  insisted  on  going,  however,  and  wanted  to  give  the  other 
members  of  the  family  24  hours'  or  12  hours'  notice,  or  something  of  that 
kind,  to  leave  the  county. 

Q.  And  you  appealed  to  those  Democrats,  Mr.  Dodds  amongst  the 
others,  to  stop  it  if  they  could  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  Democrats  then 
made  their  pledges  to  me  as  Mr.  Matthews's  friend,  and  Mrs.  Matthews 
made  promises  to  me  as  my  friend  and  their  friend.  It  was  with  some 
difficulty  that  we  could  get  the  mob  to  disperse.  They  were  around 
the  next  day  for  some  time. 

Q.  One  night  while  Mr.  Matthews'  body  was  lying  therein  the  house 

and  you  were  up  there,  did  not  a  crowd  of  these  fellows  come  there  to 

the  house  and  use  all  kinds  of  vile  language,,  insulting  language,  and  did 

you  not  go  to  Mr.  Hargrave  and  ask  him  to  stop  any  such  proceedings  t — 
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A.  Yes,  sir;  IwenttoMr.Hargraveandaskedliimtastopityaiidhesaid 
he  was  powerless,  and  asked  me  to  mention  some  way  in  which  he  could 
pnt  a  stop  to  it.  I  told  him  to  summons  men  and  arrest  tiiese  partaes 
who  were  on  the  street.  He  a^ed  me  to  give  him  the  names  of  some 
of  the  men,  which  I  did.  I  gave  him  the  names  of  the  best  citizens  of 
Hazlehnrst;  men  that  I  knew  were  opposed  to  this  rioting. 

Q.  Well,  were  there  €iot  enough  well-disposed  Democrats,  good  citi- 
zens in  that  section  of  that  country,  upon  whom  that  sheriff  could  have 
called  as  a  posse  oomitatus  to  disperse  this  mobf — A.  Easy  enough.  I 
think  that  with  five  men  I  could  have  dispersed  the  mob  myself  without 
any  trouble. 

Q.  You  do  not  understand  that  a  majority  of  the  Democrats  of  Hazle- 
hurst  and  Copiah  County  were  iuciting  this  mob  to  commit  murder,  do 
you  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  remarked  to  the  gentlemen  I  am  connected  with  in 
business,  Messrs.  Harris  &  Dodds,  botti  lawyers,  I  remarked  to  them  at 
the  time  this  new  executive  committee  was  elected,  that  we  would  have 
trouble  in  the  county;  that  they  were  not  made  of  the  right  kind  of  ma- 
terial for  an  executive  committ^.  I  believe  there  were  some  good  men 
on  it^  but  the  msy'ority  of  them  were  the  other  way ;  they  were  not  law- 
abidmg,  and  were  in  favor  of  anything  to  carry  an  election.  When  this 
mob  was  first  organized  1  do  not  believe  there  were  more  than  fifty  men 
who  were  in  favor  of  it;  but  it  kept  growing  and  growing  until  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  a  man  to  remain  on  neutral  ground  in  Copiah 
County. 

Q.  When  that  mob  was  first  started  was  it  not  in  the  power  of  the 
sheriff  to  have  summoned  good  men.  Democrats  and  white  men,  enoagh 
to  have  stopped  it  on  the  spot  t— A.  I  think  it  was.  I  do  not  think  tiie 
sheriff*  was  inclined  to  stop  it.  I  do  not  think  he  wanted  Mr.  Matthews 
killed  or  anything  of  that  kind,  but  I  was  satisfied  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  that  mob,  and  I  so  told  him  myself. 

Q.  How  about  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  conunittee;  could  he 
not  have  stopped  itt — ^A.  The  chairman  was,  I  think,  anotlier  of  the 
men  who  helped  organize  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  this  mob  were  calling  fireely  at  the 
house  of  the  sheriff— members  of  it,  I  mean  t — ^A.  Only  from  hearsay. 
I  saw  them  there  on  the  day  that  that  mob  came  in.  I  saw  twenty-five 
of  them,  I  suppose,  in  his  house. 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Q.  In  Hazlehurst  who  elects  the  city  marshalt  There  is  such  an 
officeiyis  there t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  this  murderer  chosen  city  marshal  of  the  town  after  the  mur- 
der!— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was. 

Q.  Who  chooses  him  t — ^A.  The  board  of  aldermen  and  mayor. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  know  who  they  are;  who  is  the  mayor t— A  Ify 
recollection  is,  J.  E.  Groome. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  business  T — A.  He  has  no  business  outside 

ij.  Outside  of  being  a  Democrat  t— A.  Ko;  outside  of  the  office  of 
mayor  that  he  holds. 

Q.  Kow,  give  me  the  names  of  some  of  the  aldermen;  how  many  are 
there  t — A.  Four. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  J.  M.  Norman  onel — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat  t — A.  He  claims  to  be. 

Q.  Was  he  formerly  the  chancery  clerk  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  now  chancery  clerk  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Democrats  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  I.  N.  Ellis  onet— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  business  T — A.  He  is  cashier  of  the  Merchants  and 
Flaoters'  Bank. 

Q.  Where  is  that  bank  sitaatedT — A.  In  Hazleharst. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  S.  Borch,  is  he  another  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  occupation  t — A.  He  is  a  school- teacher. 

Q.  Is  he  the  connty  saperintendent  of  edacation-t — A.  He  was  ap- 
pointed after  this  election. 

Q.  By  whom  was  he  appointed ;  the  •governor  of  the  State,  wasn't 
het— A.  Yes,  sir;  the  governor  of  the  State. 

Q.  And  yon  say  he  is  a  school-teacher  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  a  public  school  f — A.  In  a  private  school.  He  had  charge  of 
the  public  school  last  year,  but  has  a  private  school  this  year. 

Q.  And  liias  been  appointed  by  the  governor  of  Mississippi  superin- 
tendent of  education  for  the  county  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  other  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  Mr.  O.  D.  Lowet — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  justice  of  the  peace T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  elects  him  justice  of  the  x>eacet — ^A.  The  people  of  beat  1 — 
the  voters  of  beat  1. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democratt — A.  He  claims  to  be. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  justice  of  the  peace  ? — ^A.  I  think  about 
two  years. 

Q.  Then  these  gentlemen,  the  mayor  of  the  city,  the  former  chancery 
clerk,  the  cashier  of  the  Merchants'  and  Planters'  Bank  of  the  town, 
the  present  superintendent  of  education,  and  Mr.  Lowe,  the  Democratic 
justice  of  the  i>eace,  have  united  since  this  murder  to  decorate  Mr. 
Wheeler  with  the  oflttce  of  city  marshal,  have  theyt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  but 
I  will  isay  in  regard  to  Mr.  Grump,  that  I  believe  he  was  opposed  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon: 

Q.  Bat  a  majority  of  the  board  elected  him t — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  required 
a  majority  to  elect. 

Q.  When  was  he  elected  or  appointed,  as  nearly  as  you  can  remem- 
ber!—A  I  think  it  was  about  the  first  of  December. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  vote  was  in  the  council  on  the  election  of 
Wheeler!— A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  He  was  not  elected  by  a  unanimous  votet— A.  No,  sir.  I  know 
Mr.  Cramp  was  opposed  to  him,  for  I  talked  with  him,  but  he  was  the 
only  one;  I  did  talk  with  him  about  it. 

Q.  You  said  some  time  ago  that  you  heard  from  some  one  that  some 
one  had  gone  to  Hargrave  and  said  that  Matthews  would  be  killed  that 
day,  whereupon  you  went  to  warn  him! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  that  some  one  that  you  heard  that  from  ! — A.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  just  now. 

Q.  Was  it  a  mere  rumor,  or  some  one  just  told  you  so  ! — ^A.  Well,  I  did 
not  know.  It  is  a  question  that  I  would  not  like  to  answer.  I  would 
not  like  to  give  the  name  of  the  party  who  told  me. 

J.  T.  Dahebon  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Fbte: 
Qaestion.  Where  do  you  reside! — ^Answer.  In  Jackson,  Miss. 
Q.  Did  you  come  from  Jackson  here  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  r^         i 
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Q.  What  is  yonr  bosinesst — A.  I  have  been  merchandising  there;  I 
am  in  no  business  there  now ;  I  sold  oat  in  December,  I  believe. 

Q.  Are  you  a  land  owner  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  a  fanner  pajrt  of  the  timet — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Bas.  Wheeler  T — ^A.  I  know  a  man  who  calls  himself 
Bas.  Wheeler. 

Q.  Who  lives  in  Hazlehurstt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  see  Bas.  Wheeler  in  company  with  certain 
other  Democrats  since  the  election  t — A.  I  saw  him  in  a  street  car  on 
the  13th  or  14th  of  this  month  of  February,  I  believe. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  A  street  car — ^where  t->-A.  In  Jackson. 
By  Mr.  Pbte  : 

Q.  tVlio  was  in  the  car  with  him  conversing  with  himf— A..  There 
were  a  good  many  on  the  car. 

Q.  I  mean  conversing  with  him. — ^A.  There  was  no  one  conversing 
with  him  particularly }  he  was  talking  himself,  but  no  one  conversing 
with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  he  saidt — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  remember  pretty 
well  what  he  said. 

Q.  State  it,  please. — A.  What  he  said  was  so  disconnected  that  it  is 
a  hard  matter  to  repeat  it  as  he  said  it. 

Q.  Give  the  substance  of  it. — A.  I  remember  the  first  thing  that  called 
my  attention  to  it  was  that  he  said,  ^^  Yes,  old  Hoar  is  coming  down 
here  with  a  committee."  That  is  the  first  thing  that  I  heard  that  at- 
tracted my  attention ;  and  he  says,  ^^And  if  I  get  a  crack  at  him  I  will 
kill  him  too."  That  is  the  first  thing  I  heard  him  say  or  noticed  him 
saying.  And  he  says,  ^<I  killed  Print  Matthews."  He  says,  ^*.  I  told 
him  not  to  vote,  and  he  did  it,  and  I  killed  him."  Now,  between  tiie 
times  that  he  said  these  things  there  were  stoppages,  he  would  stop; 
and  he  also  said  that  <<  It  was  not  me  that  killed  him,  it  was  the  party ; 
if  I  had  not  been  a  Democrat  I  would  Dot  have  killed  him."  He  says 
repeatedly,  "I  told  him  not  to  vote,  and  he  voted,  and  I  killed  him." 

Q.  Bat  it  was  not  he  but  the  Democratic  party  t — A.  '*It  was  not  me 
but  the  Democratic  party }  and  now,  if  the  party  is  a  mind  to  throw  me 
off,"  he  says,  ^^damn  such  a  party."  He  reached  over  and  touched  a 
young  gentleman  who  was  sitting  by  me ;  I  do  not  know  his  name;  he 
is  a  stranger  there  in  the  town^  and  he  touched  him  on  the  hand  and 
told  him,  ^^  I  am  the  man  that  did  the  dirty  work."  This  gentlemaii  did 
not  seem  to  know  what  he  meant,  and  he  says,  <'  My  name  is  Wheeler/ 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  said  about  casting  lots  t — ^A.  Nothing  said 
about  casting  lots,  but  he  said,  ^^It  was  my  lot."  There  was  nothing 
about  casting  lots,  however.    I  heard  him  say,  ^'It  was  ray  lot." 

Q.  He  had  been  drinking,  had  he  not  Y — A.  He  seemed  to  me  to  have 
been  drinking^  I  could  not  account  for  it  in  any  other  way,  his  talking 
in  that  way. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  day  was  this  ? — ^A.  It  was  a  little  after  foor 
o'clock.  I  remember  distinctly,  because  he  hurried  up  the  cardriver, 
and  told  him  he  wanted  to  get  to  the  hotel  to  dinner. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Who  else  was  in  the  street-car  that  you  knewt — ^A.  There  were 

three  persons  in  there  whom  I  knew.    There  was  one,  a  negro  woman, 

by  the  name  of  Amy.    She  got  in  just  while  he  was  talking;  he  was 

talking  when  she  got  in.    There  was  another  man  who  came  in  just  as 
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the  car  was  starting  off,  by  the  name  of  Elbert  MerrilL    He  is  a  tinner 
there  in  Jackson. 

•  Q.  Who  was  the  other  one  t — ^A.  There  was  another  man  on  there  by 
the  name  of  Jake  HecUe,  the  steward  at  the  Edwards  Honse  there. 

Q.  Did  those  jieople  know  Wheeler  f — A.  I  don't  know  whether  they 
did  or  not.  No  one  seemed  to  take  any  notice  of  what  he  said  at  all — 
that  is,  no  one  spoke  to  him  or  encouraged  him  to  talk,  or  said  anything 
to  him  at  all. 

Q.  He  was  not  talking  to  yon,  was  het — ^A.  No,  sir^  he  did  not  seem 
to  be  talking  to  any  one  in  particular,  only  to  this  yonng  man  once 
when  he  reached  over  and  touched  him  on  the  hand,  and  motioned  that 
way,  and  lay  over  and  told  him  he  was  the  man. 

Q.  Did  he  know  you  or  recognize  yout — ^A.  No,  sir;  of  course  not. 
I  did  not  know  him  personally,  only  from  what  he  said. 

Q.  You  do  not  know,  then,  except  from  his  own  statement,  who  he 
wast — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood,  at  the  beginning,  that  you  knew  him  t — A.  No,  sir; 
I  Bay  I  only  knew  from  his  own  statement  about  it. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q*  Was  he  speaking  in  an  ordinary  tone  of  voice  or  a  low  tone  t — ^A. 
He  seemed  to  be  sort  of  soliloquizing,  like  a  man  talking  in  his  cups. 

Q.  I  mean  as  to  whether  he  spoke  loud  or  lowt — ^A.  He  spoke  in  a 
low  tone;  he  was  just  opposite  me.  When  I  went  in  he  was  sitting  down 
near  the  end  of  the  car  and  I  sat  down  by  him.  It  was  raining  very 
hard  and  the  car  was  consequently  very  much  crowded,  and  when  the 
car  became  crowded  on  my  side  he  got  up  and  moved  on  the  other  side 
opposite  to  me,  in  the  opposite  comer  of  the  car  from  me.  There  were 
<^er  gentlemen  in  there,  I  think  some  members  of  the  legislature,  but 
I  could  not  state  who  they  were. 

ByMr.  Fbye: 

Q.  Are  you  a  Bepublicant — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  politics  t^A.  I  was  a  Democrat  up  to  1879, 
since  then  I  have  been  in  with  the  Independent  party;  I  was  one  of  the 
first  Greenbackers  of  Hinds  Oounty. 

Q.  Since  then  you  have  been  an  Independent  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Gahebon: 
Q*  What  kind  of  an  appearing  man  was  this  man  who  said  his  name 
was  Wheeler  f — ^A.  He  was  a  rather  tall,  lean  man,  dark  complexion, 
dark  hair  and  eyes,  with  a  rather  small  lower  &ce.  prominent  cheek 
bones,  a  good  big  head ;  I  think  rather  a  large  head  lor  the  size  of  the 
lower  ftce. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Middle-aged  or  youngt-^A.  You  could  hardly  tell  mudi  about  his 
age.    He  seemed  to  be  a  man  of  thirty-five  or  Ibrty ;  he  looked  to  me 
to  be  that^thirty-five  at  least 

Dahibl  0.  Wright,  Jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Fbte: 
Qaestion.  Where  do  you  live! — Answer.  In  Hazlehurst,  Miss. 
Q.  In  the  village  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  What  is  your  voting  precinct  t — A.  Hazlehurst,  if  I  vote. 
<i  Where  were  you  on  election  day  t — ^A.  I  was  at  Martinsville. 
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Q.  Is  that  a  voting  precinct  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  there  while  the  election  was  going  ont — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  news  delivered  there  of  the  death  of  Matthews  T 
— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  the  news  came  t — ^A.  It  was  brought  down  to 
MartinsvUle  by  a  man  who  had  to  go  to  Hazlehnrst  to  have  his  register 
checked. 

Q.  Was  it  oommnnicated  to  the  crowd  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  proposition,  if  any,  was  made  t — A.  I  did  not  stay  to  hear 
any  proposition  that  was  made. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  hear  a  proposition  made  for  a  salute. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  demonstration  of  any  kind  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  t — A.  The  demonstration  was  bulldozing. 

Q.  What  did  the  bulldozers  do  T — ^A.  They  took  away  tickets  and  tore 
them  up  and  ran  negroes  off,  and  ran  one  negro  off  that  brought  tickets 
there — a  stranger.  They  claimed  that  he  was  from  Mr.  Matthew^  place 
and  had  brought  Independent  tickets  there,  and  they  run  him  otL  He 
was  struck 

Q.  Any  armed  men  there t^-A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  any  armed. 

Q.  You  saw  them  run  him  off  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  struck  by  one 
man  there  and  then  chased  by  about  twenty-five  white  men. 

Q.  All  Democrats  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  claimed  to  be. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  man  named  Monroe  Martin  there  f — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  leading  Democrat  t — ^A.  He  was  up  to  the  last  election. 
He  was  very  quiet  at  the  last  election. 

Q.  Didn't  Monroe  Martin  tell  those  Democrats  that  if  they  under- 
took to  fire  any  salutes  over  the  killing  of  Print  Matthews  that  he 
would  kill  the  first  man  who  did  itt — A.  That  was  after  I  left  A 
Democrat  told  me  that  that  was  what  he  said  after  I  left,  after  the 
votes  had  been  counted.    I  did  not  hear  Monroe  Martin  say  it. 

Q.  But  a  Democrat  told  you  that  the  proposition  was  made  to  fire  a 
salute  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  Democrat  was  that  who  told  you  thatT — A.  E.  J.  Ellington. 

Q.  And  that  this  other  one  told  them  that  it  should  not  be  done  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  that  he  would  not  stand  it.  That  is  what  Ellington  told 
me;  not  what  I  saw.    He  told  me  that  since  the  election. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Hazlehnrst  subsequent  to  the  election,  on  Thors- 
day  t— A.  On  Thursdi^  after  the  election;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  armed  men  around  there  then  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  they  were  hunting  Burnett— A.  I 
could  not  say  whether  they  were  or  not 

Q.  Where  were  they  t — A.  They  were  parading  the  streets. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  near  the  depot  about  the  time  the  train  was  duet— 
A.  Yes,  sir :  I  saw  a  good  many  near  the  depot 

Q.  Armed t — A.  Yes,  sir;  enough  to  scare  me  mighty  bad. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  was  the  night  they  expected 
Burnet  backT — ^A.  That  was  the  night  Burnet  was  to  come  back.  I 
was  to  meet  him  at  the  train  and  I  was  down  there.  Burnet  did  not 
come.  It  was  on  Friday  night  though,  I  think,  instead  of  Thursday 
night 

Q.  How  many  of  these  men  did  you  see  there  with  guns  around  the 
depot? — A.  There  was  a  good  big  crowd  of  them  at  the  depot  and 
around  the  hotel  comer,  and  an  almighty  crowd  up  the  street  I  did 
not  go  around  with  them  any  to  see  who  they  were  or  how  many  there 
were. 
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Q.  When  yoa  say  "Bnmet,"  you  mean  A.  W.  Bumet,  who  sits  heret 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  not  come  that  night  on  that  train  t — ^A.  Fo,  sir. 

Q.  How  lone  were  you  up  at  Martinsville  that  day  t — ^A.  I  was  there 
from  about  8  o^lock  until  1  or  half-past  12. 

Q.  Did  you  see  many  colored  men  votet — ^A.  I  saw  twenty-five,  L- 
gaess,  or  more. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  after  they  run  off  one  f 

The  Witness.  Who — colored  ment 

Mr.  Peyb.  Yes. 

A.  Yes,  sir  J  I  can't  tell  you  how  they  voted  though.  I  heard  them 
telling  them  it  was  a  white  man's  country,  and  white  men  were  going 
to  rale  it;  but  if  they  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  to  walk  in. 

Q.  Didn't  they  invite  them  to  come  in  if  they  wanted  to  vote  the  Be- 
pnblican  ticket  t — A.  They  did  not  mention  it  at  all.  It  was  not  Be- 
pnblican  that  day  at  all ;  it  was  a  white  man's  country  and  a  white 
man's  role. 

Q.  You  were  in  Hazlehurst  on  Monday  before  the  election  t— A.  Yes, 
nr. 

Wallace  Oilmobe  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Qnestion.  Where  do  you  livet — ^Answer.  I  live  at  Jesse  Thompson's, 
tiie  old  man's. 

Q.  What  beat  is  it,  do  you  knowt — ^A.  Beat  1,  eleven  miles  from 
Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Isn't  it  beat  3 1— A.  They  call  it  beat  1;  I  votes  there  at  Spencer's 
box. 

Q.  That  is  beat  3.  Did  anybody  call  on  you  the  night  before  elec- 
tion t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whot — A.  I  dont  know  how  many  men  there  was;  I  couldn't 
hardly  tell.    There  came  nine  in  the  house. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  of  nightt — A.  About  two  or  three  hours  in  the  night, 
as  near  as  I  can  come  at  it. 

Q.  Had  you  been  asleep  ? — A .  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  dot — A.  They  just  came  right  on  in  and  never 
WMted  for  me  to  open  the  door  or  nothing. 

Q.  Did  they  break  the  door  int— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  came  in,  nine  of 
them,  with  their  guns,  and  double-barreled  guns  and  pistols.  Every 
one  that  came  in  had  a  double-barreled  gun  and  a  pistol,  what  you  all 
call  these  breech-loaders,  aud  it  frightened  my  wife. 

Q.  Didn't  they  frighten  yout — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  frightened  me,  too, 
bnt  they  frightened  her  a  heap  worse  than  they  did  me.  It  seemed  like 
I  didn't  like  them,  either.  One  of  them  says,  "  You  hush,  old  lady,  we 
ttn't  after  you ;  we  wants  to  find  out  about  this  uncle  to-night,  what  he 
is  going  to  vote  to-morrow."  I  looked  around  and  wondered,  and  said, 
<^My  Ood  Almighty,  that  is  something  that  I  never  did  see  before,  that 
many  men  coming  after  one  little  man."  And  out  of  doors  there  was 
aboutr-ohj  there  was  about  fifteen  right  at  the  door,  besides  that  nine 
that  came  m,  and  all  around  in  front  at  the  fence.  The  fence  was  about 
twenty-five  yards  from  the  door.  One  of  them  says,  "  Old  man,  we  came 
to-night  to  find  out  what  you  ai*e  going  to  vote."  I  waited  there  a  good 
while,  and  then  I  told  them  if  they  was  not  going  to  do  anything  but 
talk,  and  I  could  lay  here  and  listen  at  it,  and  hear  it  as  good  as  by  get- 
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ting  up.  And  he  says,  ^^  No,  sir"  (I  am  going  to  tell  the  gentlemen  joBt 
like  it  was) :  "No,  sir;  by  Gtod,  you  can't  lay  down  there;  you  must  get 
up."  And  he  cotched  me  by  my  hand  and  jerked  me  up.  I  said,  ^'Gen- 
tlemen, go  away;  what  has  I  done;  I  ain't  done  nothing  to  nobody. 
God  Almighty  has  come  here  tonight  for  destruction."  They  were  stMd- 
ing  right  here  all  around  and  I  didn't  know  what  to  do,  and  he  says, 
"  Old  man,  I  want  you  to  tell  me  what  you  are  going  to  Tote."  I  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  I  can't  tell  you  that."  "  Well,  what  have  you  been  a  vot- 
ing ?  "  I  says,  "  I  have  been  always  voting — if  it  was  not  that,  it  was  my 
intention — a  Badical  ticket ;  that  wa-s  my  intention,  for  it  to  be  a  Eadi- 
cal  ticket  and  nothing  else ;  if  it  was  wrong  it  was  not  my  intention.'' 
And  he  says,  "  Well,  I  want  you  to  'stinctly  understand" — ^no,  I  will  go 
to  the  root  of  it.  He  says,  *'  You  must  go  out  of  doors."  I  said, "  What 
do  you  want  me  to  go  out  of  doors  for  t"  Says  he,  "  Never  mind,  by 
God,  what  we  want  you  to  go  out  of  doors  for."  I  said,  ^'  I  don't  like 
Uiat;"  and  they  got  behind  me  and  pushed  me.  I  was  a  little  sort  of 
mulish  and  didn't  care  to  be  got  out  in  that  way.  I  said,  '<  Gentlemen, 
let  me  alone,  and  I  will  go  out  of  doors  when  I  get  ready,"  and  I  pushed 
the  door  that  way  [indicating] — ^like  that  gentleman  sitting  there  was 
the  door— and  I  pushed  it  that  way,  I  did,  and  it  slammed  back,  too. 
And  this  time  some  of  them  that  was  out  of  doors  saw  the  door  open, 
and  one  of  them  reached  in  his  hand  and  said,  '^  By  God,  you  come 
out  of  here,"  and  pulled  me  on  out:  and  says  he,  ^^I  want  yon 
to  tell  me  now  what  you  going  to  vote.''  That  was  when  I  gotten  ont 
of  doors.  Says  I,  "Gentlemen,  I  can't  tell  you  any  more  than  I  has 
told  you."  One  says,  "Stop,  stop,  by  God,  let  him  talk  to  me;  he  has 
got  to  talk  better  than  that."  1  say,  "Gentlemen,  I  can't  do  any  more 
than  that.  I  have  done  told  you  that  I  don't  know  whether  I  will  vote 
Independent  or  not,  because  I  don't  think  that  I  can  vote  anything  else; 
there  ain't  no  way."  Then  one  says,  "  Well,  I  want  you  to  recollect  and 
understand;  you  hear  me,  sirf  If  you  come  to  that  polls  to-morrow,  do 
you  make  your  box  and  dig  your  hole  before  you  come;  do  you  hear  itf" 
I  says,  "Yes,  sir."  I  was  there  in  a  tight,  and  I  knowed  it.  There  was 
lots  of  men,  a  hundred  of  them ;  there  was  a  whole  crowd  of  them  when 
they  were  sdl  together;  there  was  a  hundred,  and  I  am  certain  I  coanted 
fifteen  out  of  doors  and  what  we  had  come  in  the  house.  I  kept  my  ele- 
ments and  counted;  that  was  all  I  could  do  while  that  many  men  come  to 
one,  and  him  with  nothing;  and  if  I  had  raised  up  anything,  it  would  have 
been  no  more  than  a  gnat  when  the  wind  was  blowing  heavy.  Tbey 
told  me  again,  "I  want  you  to  recollect  and  understand' that  this  is  cor 
country;  did  you  know  itt"  I  says,  "No,  sir;  I  thought  it,  boss."  I 
called  them  bosses,  yes,  I  did;  I  called  them  bosses.  Then  again  (give 
me  time  to  tell  it)  he  says,  "By  God,  don't  stand  up  and  talk  to  us."  I 
was  standing  up.  "By  God,  don't  stand  up  and  talk  to  us:  by  God, 
don't  stand  up  and  talk  to  us ;  get  down  on  your  knees."  I  looked  all 
about  me  and  stood  there.  Then  he  said,  "Get  down,  by  God,  g^t 
down,"  and  they  presented  their  fire-arms  in  my  face  that  close  fipdi- 
cating] — their  pistols.  Well,  I  got  down;  yes,  sir;  I  had  to  do  it  Then 
they  went  on  to  talk  about  this  other  part  of  this  thing,  too.  Says  he, 
"Did  you  know  it;  that  Print  Matthews  has  got  this  country,  and  it  is 
just  by  you  niggers  voting  so  strong,  and  did  you  know  to-morrow  he  is 
just  a  certain  killed  man — to-morrow  t"  They  said  it  right  at  my  door. 
I  knows  that  because  I  heard  it,  and  Gt>d  Almighty,  if  there  is  any 
Gt>d,  and  our  Saviour  who  died  that  we  might  live,  heard  it  too,  and  I 
know  it.  He  said, "  To-morrow  we  are  going  to  kill  him ;  we  are  going  to 
kill  him."    He  asked  me  my  name  and  took  it  on  a  little  piece  of  paper. 
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He  says,  <<  We  are  going  to  kill  him  to-morrow,  and  if  yon  votes  dat 
ticket)  dat  Badical  ticket,  tomorrow,"  and  they  said  Independent  ticket, 
<^if  yoa  votes  dat  Independent  ticket  to-morrow,  do  yon  dig  your  hole 
and  make  your  box  before  yoa  go.''  I  studied  on  that.  They  told  me 
tiien,  ^^Good  bye."  It  aggravate  me,  and  I  said,  ^^  Good  bye,  God  dami^ 
yoQ;"  that  is  exactly  what  I  said. 

Q.  Did  they  leave  t — ^A.  They  got  outside  of  the  yard  and  shot  off  a 
pistol  or  a  gun,  one,  and  some  of  the  forerunners  said,  ^'  Come,  that  ain't 
our  way  of  business ;  don't  be  doing  that  away,  don't  be  shooting;  you 
won't  get  dose  enough  that  away."  Talking  about  the  black  people 
didntnm;  I  know  some  of  them  that  didn't  go  in  the  field;  they  just 
quit  picking  cotton  and  the  hogs  ate  up  a  heap  of  one  man's  corn,  and 
if  he  hadn't  been  out  there  he  would  have  gathered  his  com. 

Q.  Did  you  go  and  vote  Monday! — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  I  didn't  go  and  vote 
Tuesday.    I  went  up  there,  but  I  wouldn't  vote. 

Q.  Why  not  t — ^A.  Well,  cause  God  Almighty  told  me,  "Don't  you  do 
it" 

Q.  Were  the  men  there  with  gunsf — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  there 
witib  guns;  the  fence-corner  was  full  of  them,  and  they  had  them  up, 
too;  and  they  said  when  Mr.  Print  Matthews  was  dead  some  one  sent  a 
note  down  there  about  it,  and  two  of  them  read  it,  and  they  read  it  over, 
and  one  made  it  out — ^it  was  Mr.  Wheeler.  And  the  other  was  looking 
over  it  in  such  a  hurry.  "Haste  always  makes  waste,"  I  hear  old  i>eo- 
pie  say  a  heap  of  times,  and  I  judged  that  away  at  that  time,  and  the 
otiier  one  looked  at  it,  and  he  says,  "Who  is  it  t"  and  he  says,  "Print 
Matthews,"  and  he  says,  "Oh,  that  is  all  right;  Bas.  Wheeler  killed 
him."  They  said  that  this  man  who  fotched  the  note  was  Mr.  Wade, 
Mr.  Wade's  son;  I  took  it  to  be  him.    He  was  a  young  man,  though. 

JuDSON  MoNbsoe  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbtb  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — ^Answer.  At  Hazlehurst 

Q.  In  the  village! — A.  Not  exactly;  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
oat  of  the  village.    It  used  to  be  incorporated  until  it  was  drew  in. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics  t — ^A.  Bepublican. 

Q.  Always  a  Bepublican  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you,  about  the  middle  of  September,  go  anywhere  to  organize 
a  Bepublican  clubt — A.  About  the  middle  of  September,  I  don't  know 
exactly  what  time  it  was ;  I  disremember  what  time  it  was,  but  it  was 
some  time  or  another  I  know,  but  still,  at  the  same  time,  I  myself  didn't 
go  to  organize  the  club.  I  was  called  on  by  one  of  my  neighbors  who 
staid  there,  who  told  me  that  there  was  a  man  going  to  make  a  speech 
at  a  certain  place,  and  a  club  was  to  be  organized  at  night. 

Q.  A  colored  club;  a  Bepublican  clubt — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  then  in- 
sisted on  my  going  with  him  as  he  didn't  know  the  way ;  I  told  him  I 
hadn't  been  there  altogether,  but  I  thought  I  knew  the  precincts  of  it 
So  I  went  on  for  three  miles,  and  then  it  came  that  I  didn't  know  the 
way.  I  never  had  been  to  the  place.  But  it  was  some  time  in  the 
night  when  we  got  there ;  I  reckon  it  was  about  two  and  a  half  hours 
in  the  night  when  we  got  there.  When  we  got  there  I  saw,  I  never 
counted  them  in  particular,  but  I  think  there  was  five  or  six  or  seven 
horses  bitched  there  when  I  got  there ;  and  the  gentleman  who  was  to 
speak  there  at  night,  he  was  not  there  when  we  got  there,  if  he  was  we 
couldn't  find  him.  I  got  down  and  walked  into  the  house,  and  there 
was  a  little  lamp  lit,  and  I  saw  two  other  colored  fellows  besides  me  and 
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Oliver.  And  I  saw  the  time  looked  dall,  and  I  jnst  told  them  that  I 
didn't  suppose  there  would  be  any  meeting  that  night,  and  let  us  retire 
and  go  home  if  there  was  nobody  there.  Then  when  we  came  out  we  con- 
cluded to  go  home,  and  I  was  on  a  kind  of  a  slow  mule,  and  I  tarried  by 
the  house,  I  suppose,  as  near  as  I  can  come  at  it,  I  think  about  a  quarter 
or  300  yards  o^  more  from  the  place  where  they  was  going  to  have  a 
meeting,  and  Oliver  had  done  started  back,  and  had  left  me  there  with  a 
crowd  of  white  men  that  was  there,  back  there  at  the  church  at  the 
place  where  tjiey  were  going  to  speak,  and  Charlie  went  down  to  the 
house  and  had  hitched  his  horse  there,  and  when  we  got  up  there  his 
horse  was  hitched,  you  know,  and  they  told  Charlie  to  get  on  his  horse. 

Q.  Who  told  himt — ^A.  I  couldn't  say  who  it  was.  It  was  in  the 
night  when  I  got  there. 

Q.  Were  they  white  men? — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  it  was  dark,  and  I  couldn't 
tell  exactly  who  they  were,  to  tell  the  trutn  about  it. 

Q.  I  don't  care  to  have  their  names,  but  were  they  white  men  T— A. 
Yes,  sir;  white  men.  They  told  him  to  get  his  horse  and  go  on  home, 
and  Charlie  mounted  his  horse  once  and  started  to  go  on  it,  and  he  got 
down  again  and  he  went  into  the  yard,  and  when  he  went  into  the  yard 
I  rode  on  and  Charlie  called  me  back  to  him,  and  I  told  him,  no,  I  thought 
not,  that  I  would  go  on  home.  This  time,  then,  he  went  another  way,  and 
I  rode  on  with  the  men  for  about  two  miles,  I  reckon,  and  that  time  took 
me  my  distance,  and  it  was  time  for  me  to  turn  out.  and  I  was  sort  of 
glad  to  do  it ;  and  they  asked  me  how  fskv  did  I  go,  aid  I  go  all  the  way 
to  town  f  1  told  them  I  didn't  know  exactly ;  that  there  was  a  certain 
house  there  that  I  might  stop  at.  They  stopped,  and  then  told  me  I 
might  go  on  ]  they  had  nothing  to  say  to  me.  I  roae  on,  then,  and  I  got 
to  my  little  turn,  and  when  I  made  the  connection  home,  Charlie  was 
there  a  few  minutes  after  I  got  there. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  white  men  were  there  t — ^A.  I  could  not  tell 
for  certain,  but  I  took  them  to  be  between  five  or  six  or  seven,  as  near 
as  I  can  come  at  it. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  t — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  they  were  armed  or 
not.  I  think,  though,  one  of  them  had  a  pistol  so  Charlie  said  at  the 
time  they  told  him  to  mount  his  horse,  but  I  was  a  good  piece  from  him 
then,  but  Charlie  claimed  to  me  that  they  had  a  pistol,  but  if  they  had 
any  arms  they  kept  them  concealed  from  me.  I  never  saw  them  have 
any  guns,  for  I  rode  along  in  the  road  with  two  of  them  behind  and  the 
others  were  in  front  of  me. 

Q.  Was  that  the  church  that  was  burned  the  next  night  t — A  No, 
sir :  this  was  a  school-house. 

Q.  Was  the  school-house  burned  afterwards! — ^A.  Ithasbeenbumedf 
I  reckon,  now  about  a  couple  of  weeks,  as  near  as  I  can  think  of  it  The 
church  was  burned  up  shortly  after  that  meeting  was.  The  church  was 
about  two  miles,  as  near  as  I  can  come  at  it — about  two  and  a  half  miles 
further,  what  was  burned  up. 

By  Mr.  Satjlsbuby: 

Q.  Were  you  pastor  at  that  church  t — ^A.  I  had  been  the  year  before 
that. 

Q.  They  had  turned  you  off  as  pastor,  then? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  at  that 
time. 

Q.  Hadn't  they  a  general  row  over  it— about  turning  you  off  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Some  6f  the  colored  people  were  opposed  to  it  and  others  in  fiivor 
of  turning  you  offt— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  so. 
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Q.  Isn't  it  true  that  the  man  who  didn't  want  yon  turned  off  burned 
thatchorcht — ^A.  No.  sir, 

Q.  Have  you  not  neard  thatf — A.  No,  sir.  I  never  heard  nothing 
about  it  no  way.    Oh,  no;  I  never  heard  a  word  about  that. 

Q.  Did  not  the  negroes  say  it  was  burned  by  negroes  f — A.  I  never 
heard  any  one  say  so.  Some  of  them  might  have  said  so,  but  I  ain't 
heard  it 

Q.  There  was  a  considerable  muss  or  quarrel  about  their  turning  you 
off,  wasn't  there! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  but  that  had  been  Rome  time  before 
that;  the  meeting  had  been  going  on  a  year  nearly. 

By  the  Ghaibman: 

Q.  Ton  say  yon  had  been  turned  off  a  year  before  thatf — A.  Yes,  sir; 
about  a  year,  I  reckon,  lacking  a  month  and  a  half. 

Q.  Were  they  all  peaceable  tlient— A.  Yes,  sir;  they  had  done  got 
peaceable  about  it  at  that  time. 

W.  G.  MnxsAPB  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbte: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f— Answer.  I  have  been  living  at 
Hazldmist,  Copiah  County,  for  the  last  two  years. 

Q.  Where  were  you  born! — ^A.  In  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Where  have  you  lived  through  your  life  t — ^A.  I  have  been  twenty- 
eight  years  in  the  Mississippi  conference,  sometimes  in  one  portion  of 
the  State  and  then  another,  but  always  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Methodist  clergyman  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  preaching  now  at  Hazlehurstf — A.  I  have  a  supernumer- 
ary relation  for  the  present  here  on  account  of  my  health.  I  have  been 
tw^ty-eight  years  a  member  of  the  conference.  That  is,  I  have  no 
work  at  present. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  of  the  mob  in  Hazlehurst,  the  mounted  and 
anned  mob? — ^A.  Well,  sir,  on  Monday  I  heard  a  great  noise,  a  whoop- 
ing and  cheering,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  Hazlehurst.  I 
vas  in  the  parsonage.  I  went  up-stairs  and  listened,  and  I  suppose 
they  remained  there  about  an  hour.  I  thought  perhaps  it  might  be 
<*p^king  down  there.  After  an  hour  had  transpired  I  saw,  I  suppose, 
150  men  coming  up  the  street,  and  they  were  all  armed. 

Q.  What  with  f — ^A.  Guns  and  pistols. 

Q.  Were  they  mounted  t — A.  Yes,  sir:  and  on  horses.  They  came  up 
from  the  west,  and  they  stopped  awhile  at  Mr.  Subat's,  which  is  just 
acrofls  from  the  parsonage,  and  they  had  a  band,  and  they  went  around 
the  square  brandishing  their  pistols,  and  Mr.  Meade,  the  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  committee,  was  at  the  head  of  them  on  a  horse,  and  Mr. 
JeRse  Thompson  was  acting,  as  I  thought,  as  a  kind  of  marshal,  riding 
Qp  and  down,  and  I  suppose  in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  they  went  around 
the  square  and  came  back  again,  and  went  on  then  opposite  the  court- 
house, and  such  was  the  excitement  I  felt  alarmed,  that  is,  I  thought 
there  was  danger.  I  heard  some  one  speaking  then  from  the  court-house. 
I  didn't  go  near  enough  to  hear,  but  they  stopped  there  for  some  time. 
That  was  on  Monday  evening.  I  suppose  they  dispersed  about  an  hour 
by  the  sun.  That  is  what  1  saw  of  the  mob.  I  heard  Mr.  Matthews's 
name  called.  They  seemed  to  be  excited,  and  I  saw  the  sheriff  ride 
down  there  and  then  come  back,  and  I  saw  when  tjiey  came  into  town 
Mr.  Meade  at  the  head  of  the  procession.    As  well  as  I  could  Judge  there 
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were  aboat  150  men  armed  with  shotgons  and  some  with  pistols  and 
some  had  nothing. 

Q.  Had  yon  heard  of  their  being  aronnd  in  the  country  firing,  beating, 
and  murdering  before  thisf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  heard  of  that 

Q.  For  how  long  a  time  had  these  rnmors  been  cnrrent  in  tovmt— A. 
I  suppose  about  ten  days.  I  heard  of  the  killing  of  a  colored  man  by 
the  name  of  Wallis,  and  several  of  the  old  servants  I  used  to  own 
came  to  me  and  complained  and  said  they  were  driven  off  from  their 
homes  and  houses,  and  one  man  in  particular,  his  wife  said  that  he  had 
been  shot  in  the  shoulder.  I  heard  all  these  rumors  constantly  from 
that  time  out. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  Mr.  Barksdale  addressed  this  crowd  T— A. 
On  Monday  evening  I  was  standing  there,  but  I  could  not  understand 
what  was  said;  but  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  would  speak  that 
night,  and  I  went  to  the  room  in  the  court-house. 
,  Q.  Was  this  crowd  of  armed  men  there  t — A.  There  was  a  at)wd 
there,  but  they  were  not  armed  in  the  court-house. 

Q.  It  was  in  a  building,  was  itf— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  in  the  court- 
house. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  whole  of  Mr.  Barksdale's  speech! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  in  the  course  of  that  speech  hear  him  say  anything  about 
hanging  Frank  Bufkin  so  high  that  the  birds  of  prey  could  not  put  their 
beaks  into  himt — A.  I  heard  that  expression  used  in  regard  to  him, 
but  I  could  not  say  the  exact  words,  but  something  to  that  effect. 

Q.  You  heard  Mr.  Barksdale  say  something  to  that  effect  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  like  this:  ^^ Fellow  citizens,  I  mnst 
compliment  you  on  your  patriotism.  I  saw  a  fixed  determination  in  the 
faces  of  these  armed  men  who  paraded  the  street  this  evening — a  deter- 
mination to  carry  this  election;  and  I  say  to  you  carry  it  whatever  the 
issue  may  be^t— A.  Well,  sir,  I  would  not  say  that  he  said  "  whatever 
the  issue  may  be" ;  but  the  previous  part,  I  remember  his  saying  that. 
I  could  not  say  he  used  the  words. 

Q.  "Fellow-citizens,  I  must  compliment  you  on  your  patriotasm." 
He  said  that,  didn't  het — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  "  I  saw  a  fixed  determination  in  the  faces  of  these  armed  men  who 
paraded  the  street  this  morning"? — ^A.  Kot  "this  morning,"  but  "  ttds 
evening."  I  would  not  say  "armed  men."  He  said,  "I  see  fixed  deter- 
mination in  your  faces  this  evening." 

Q.  "To  carry  this  election"?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  armed  men  had  marched  up  there  and  he  had  seen  them,  had 
he  uott — ^A.  He  had  addressed  them  about  an  hour  before  sunaown 
Monday  evening  before  the  election,  but  I  could  not  understand  what 
was  said.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  cheering,  and  I  went  there  that 
night  because  I  looked  upon  Msgor  Barksdale  as  being  a  man  of  integ- 
rity and  proper  feeling,  and  I  felt  disappointed  that  he  did  not  take  the 
opportunity  to  rather  allay  the  feeling  that  had  been  evident. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  did  he  say  anything  calculated  to  allay 
the  excitement  and  prevent  the  troubles? — ^A.  I  think  not;  not  a  word. 

Q.  On  the  contrary,  were  his  words  calculated  to  excite  this  armed 
mob  to  further  acts  or  violence? — ^A.  That  was  my  decided  impression. 
I  voted  for  him,  not  thinking  he  was  a  radical  man  in  his  views. 

Q.  After  hearing  that  speech,  could  you  again  vote  for  him  to  repre- 
sent  your  district  in  Congress? — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not. 

Q.  Were  your  opinions  changed  by  his  language  in  that  speedi  to 
this  excited  crowd? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Print  Matthews! — ^A.  Ever  since  he 
waBaboy. 

Q.  Have  you  known  him  well! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  to  school  with 
him,  and  then  he  went  to  school  to  me.  His  father  and  my  father  lived 
within  two  miles  of  each  other. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  Print  Matthews? — ^A.  He  was  a  very 
pleasant,  peaceable,  qniet,  good  man.  I  can  say  sincerely  that  he  was 
as  good  a  man  as  was  in  Hazlehnrst,  leaving  ont  all  idea  of  religion. 

Q.  Was  he  a  charitable  man? — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  mach  so. 

Q.  Was  he  generous  and  social  in  his  disposition  f — A.  I  always  found 
him  80,  even  when  a  boy. 

Q.  Was  his  honse  an  open  hoose  for  company? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  very 
mach  80. 

Q.  Was  it  his  habit  to  assist  the  several  churches  of  the  city  t — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  he  gave  $100  to  the  Catholic  church. 

Q.  Was  he  a  friend  to  the  schools? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  very  much  inter- 
ested in  them. 

Q.  So  long  as  you  have  known  him  through  his  life  has  he  been  quar- 
relsome or  troublesome  in  any  way  f — ^A.  I  never  have  known  him  so  to 
be.  I  think  he  was  rather  passive.  1  will  state  this,  that  I  did  not  live 
near  Hazlehnrst  for  four  or  five  years  when  the  canvass  was  going  on, 
but  as  a  man  I  believed  him  to  be  a  very  passive,  quiet  man.  He  was 
a  brave  man,  but  I  do  not  think  aggressive  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  a  speech  in  this  campaign  t — ^A.  I  heard 
some  remarks  at  the  court-house. 

Q.  Was  it  the  first  time  that  he  spoke  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  the  speech  of  which  the  Democratic  paper  complained  that 
it  was  incendiary t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  paper  at  Brandon. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  that  speech  which  justified  the  charge  that 
it  was  Incendiary  t 

The  Witness.  In  what  sense  do  you  mean  incendiary  t 

Mr.  Fbye.  That  it  was  stirring  up  the  negroes  to  kill  white  ment 

The  Witness.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  the  speech  calculated  to  arouse  the  negroes 
to  avenge  themselves  on  white  men  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  a  slaveholder  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  slaves  did  you  formerly  own  t — A.  About  sixty. 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  negro  character! — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  think  I  am.    I  have  lived  with  them  all  my  life. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  colored  people  in  Oopiah  County  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  know  a  great  many. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  there  a  white  Democrat  in  Oopiah  Oounty  who 
betieves  that  there  is  any  danger  of  a  negro  insurrection  t — ^A.  n  you 
ask  my  opinion,  I  will  tell  you  that  I  do  not  believe  they  do. 

Q.  Is  not  the  idea  absurd  that  those  negroes  will  rise  against  white 
men  t^A.  That  is  my  idea  decidedly.  I  think  there  is  no  danger  what- 
ever of  it. 

Q.  Sappose  a  dozea  white  men,  mounted  and  armed  with  guns,  should 
ride  through  Ck>piah  County  and  notify  the  negroes  to  leave  their 
booses  and  take  to  the  woods,  in  your  opinion  what  proportion  of  the 
negroes  would  leave  their  houses  and  take  to  the  woods! — ^A.  I  think 
they  all  would. 

Q.  In  other  words,  are  they  not  a  timid,  docile  race  of  people! — ^A. 
That  is  my  judgment. 

Q.  Showing  the  effects  upon  themselves  and  their  fathers  of  having 
been  held  in  slavery  t— A.  Yes,  sir.    They  call  you  master  and  take  off 
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their  hat,  and  never  keep  it  on  when  they  come  in  the  hounsei  not  when 
they  have  got  business. 

Q.  Did  you  read  Mr.  Matthews's  speech  printed  in  the  Copiah  Demo- 
cratic pax>erf — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  saw  it  there  printed  in  the  paper,  did  yon  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
do  not  remember  at  this  time  the  substance  of  what  it  was.  I  remem- 
ber his  reply. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehnrst  the  day  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed t— 
A.  I  was. 

Q.  How  shortly  after  his  death  did  you  learn  of  itf — ^A.  I  do  not  sap- 
pose  it  was  more  than  five  minutes.  There  came  a  young  man  up  from 
the  depot  and  told  me  he  was  shot. 

Q.  Did  you  purpose  to  go  to  the  house  f — ^A.  I  went,  and  my  wife 
started  to  follow  me,  and  I  told  her  to  wait  until  I  went  down  there. 
When  I  got  to  the  hotel  somebody  remarked,  *^He  never  kicked."  I 
went  on  and  found  him  lying  with  his  boots  and  clothes  on,  and  a  stream 
of  blood  on  his  face,  before  h^  was  cold. 

Q.  Did  any  one  undertake  to  dissuade  you  from  going  to  the  house t~ 
A.  I  heard  remarks  there  that  there  was  a  dead  line  drawn  at  the  bridge 
there,  and  I  told  them  that  I  was  of  not  much  account;  that  I  was  go- 
ing down  there;  that  he  was  a  friend  of  mij^e;  and  they  said  of  coarse 
as  a  minister  they  had  no  objection. 

Q.  But  they  said  there  was  a  dead  line  down  there  at  the  bridge'; 
was  that  between  where  you  were  and  Mr.  Matthews's  house  f — A  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Wheeler,  the  man  who  killed  him,  thatday  t— A 
Yes,  sir.  I  saw  him  sitting  at  Mr.  Subat's  store  or  grocery.  He  had 
closed. 

Q.  Whom  was  he  with? — ^A.  Mr.  Meade. 

Q.  The  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  They 
were  both  sitting  there,  each  with  a  double-barreled  gun  in  their  laps. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  after  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  t — ^A.  Aboat 
twenty  minutes. 

Q.  Was  the  excitement  in  Hazlehnrst  intense  that  day  t — A  Yes, 
sir;  very  much  so. 

Q.  Did  the  mob  gather  in  there  that  day  after  Mr.  Matthews  was 
killed t— A.  Yes,  sir;  there  came  a  company  from  Crystal  Springs; 
I  heard  the  cannon  fire — I  did  not  know  for  what  purpose ;  but.  I  sup- 
pose about  12  or  1  o'clock,  a  company  came  in  from  Crystal  Springs 
and  some  from  Beauregard,  and  some  from  Wesson,  until  the  whole  town 
seemed  to  me  to  be  a  military  camp. 

Q.  I  take  it  that  none  of  the  soldiers  were  colored  men  f — A.  "Sot  one 
that  I  saw. 

"  Q.  Did  you  see  any  Independents  with  muskets  on  their  shoulderst— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  one  with  a  musket. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  before  the  election  with  muskets  t — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  did  not.  I  will  state  here  while  I  am  going  on,  that  I  had  no  interest 
in  the  election.  Mr.  Matthews  never  said  a  woroUo  me,  and  I  had  no 
concern  about  voting.  I  did  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  about  5  o^dook 
that  evening. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  Who  was  it  that  told  you  about  the  dead  line  at  the  bridge*— A 
The  present  superintendent  of  education  of  that  county. 
Q-  What  is  his  name  t — A.  D.  S.  Burch. 
Q.  You  say  you  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  about  5  o'clock  in  the 
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afternoon  t— A.  I  voted  that  ticket   They  were  both  called  Democratio 
ticketa,and  I  never  paid  mach  attention  to  the  matter. 

Q.  Which  one  did  yon  vote  t— A.  I  voted  what  they  called  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket 

ByMr.FBYE: 

Q.  The  Bourbon  ticket  t — ^A.  I  did  not  understand  it  was  Bourbon. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  You  voted  the  regular  Democratic  ticket  at  5  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  compulsion  used,  was  there,  to  make  you  vote  that 
ticket;  you  voted  it  of  your  own  free  choice  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  was  after  the  killing  of  Matthews,  and  after  the  excitement 
of  the  day  and  the  previous  days  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  say  this,  that 
my  mind  was  made  up  before  that ;  but  I  didn't  feel  like  voting  after  I 
saw  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed ;  but  having  made  up  my  mind  be- 
fore that,  when  a  man  came  to  me  and  said  if  I  didn't  vote  that,  inas- 
mach  as  I  had  spoken  of  voting  in  that  way — ^no,  I  won't  state  that 
either.    Well,  I  voted. 

Q.  Was  the  family  of  Mr.  Matthews  members  of  your  church  when 
you  were  stationed  in  Hazelhurst  t — ^A.  Some  of  them  were. 

Q.  Was  he  a  member,  or  his  wife  f — ^A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  attendants  at  your  churcnt — ^A.  They  came  some- 
times;  they  didn't  attend  church  frequently. 

Q.  Some  of  his  family  were  members t— A.  Yes,  sir;  his  father, 
mother,  and  sisters. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  contribution  to  your  church  during  the  time 
yoQ  were  pastor t — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

Q.  To  what  extent,  do  you  remember  t— A.  Mr.  Sexton,  who  is  here, 
was  one  of  the  stewards  and  ought  to  know. 

J.  T.  Pabbqsb  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — ^Answer.  In  Gopiah  Gounty,  two  miles 
from  Hadehnrst. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Democrat! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election  t— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Barksdale,  the  present  member  of  Gongress 
from  that  district! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  a  speech  at  any  time  during  the  last  elec- 
tion at  Hazlehurstt — A.  I  heard  a  part  of  it. 

Q.  Where  was  it  madef — ^A.  At  the  court-house.  * 

Q.  On  the  steps  or  inside  t — ^A.  Inside. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  in  his  speech  about  carrying  that  election,  if 
necessary,  by  shot-gonst — ^A.  I  did  not  hear  him  say — do  you  mean  he 
fiaid  to  carry  it  if  necessary  by  shot-guns  t 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  No;  I  didn't  hear  him  say  that. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  itf — A.  Well,  he  complimented  the  men 
in  their  work,  what  they  had  done. 

Q.  Tbework  they  had  done  in  the  county  f — ^A.  Yes;  and  the  speeches 
they  had  made,  and  the  work  the  committee  had  done  in  the  way  of 
doing  their  duty. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  he  saw  in  the  faces  of  those  men  who  paraded 
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the  streets  a  fixed  determination  to  do  their  duty  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
he  did,  to  do  their  duty. 

Q.  Did  he  say,  <<  Fellow-citizens,  I  most  compliment  you  on  yoor 
patriotism"? — ^A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  he  had  noticed  them  as  they  marched  through  the 
streets  t — A.  I  did  not  hear  that. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  he  saw  in  the  eyes  of  the  armed  men  who  paraded 
the  streets  that  evening  a  determination  to  carry  the  election  t 

Mr.  Gamebon.  Or  anything  to  that  effect. 

The  Witness.  I  heard  him  say  he  saw  in  their  faces  a  determination 
to  carry  the  election  if  it  was  possible,  or  something  to  that  amount;  I 
don't  remember  the  exact  words. 

Mr.  Feye.  Did  yon  hear  him  say,  "1  say  to  yon,  carry  this  election 
whatever  the  issne  may  be"t — ^A.  I  heard  him  say,  "  We  must  carry  this 
election.'' 

Q.  "Whatever  the  issne  of  it  may  be"! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  dont  think— 
I  don't  remember  that. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  hear  Mr.  Barksdale  say  in  substance  (I  am  not  ask- 
ing for  his  language  exactly,  but  in  substance)  that  they  must  csury 
that  election  if  they  carried  it  by  shotguns  t — ^A.  I  do  not  think— no, 
sir :  I  could  not  say  that  I  did  hear  him  say  that. 

Q.  Did  you  not  so  tell  Mr.  Burnet  f — A.  I  think  not — ^not  to  oarry  it 
by  shotguns. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  Mr.  Burnet  at  Gkdlman  on  the  day  of  the  election  ?— 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  he  not  ask  you  as  a  friend  if  it  would  be  safe  for  him  to  go 
to  Hazlehurstt — ^A.  He  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  him  t — A.  I  told  him  that  under  the  circum- 
stances I  did  not  think  it  was,  owing  to  some  little  difficulties  he  had 
had  there,  and  the  excitement,  I  did  not  think  it  was  safe  for  him  to 
go  there. 

Q.  Did  Burnet  then  say  to  you,  <<I  heard  that  Barksdale  made  a 
speech  there  Monday  night,  in  which  he  told  the  people  that  they  must 
carry  that  election,  even  it  they  carried  it  by  shotguns,"  and  did  yon 
not  say  in  reply  to  that,  '^  I  do  not  know  that  he  said  those  exact  woidfi, 
but  he  said  that  in  effect"! — ^A.  I  don't  remember.  He  asked  me 
several  questions,  and  I  may  have  said  something  to  that  amount 

Q.  Well,  did  Mr.  Barksdale  say  that  in  effect!— A.  I  do  not  think  he 
did. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Barksdale,  in  your  opinion,  in  his  speech,  placate  the  mob, 
or  endeavor  to  keep  them  quiet! — A.  I  could  not  say  that  he  did.  1 
did  not  hear  all  the  speech. 

•  Q.  Was  not  what  you  heard  calculated  to  arouse  them  all!— A.  It 
was  calculated  to  arouse  the  men  to  their  duty,  I  thought;  I  don't 
know  that  it  was  to  the  mob. 

Q.  You  knew  that  the  men  who  were  listening  to  him  were  the  very 
men  who  had  been  parading  the  country  for  a  fortnight! — A.  No,  sir; 
I  didn't  know  anything  of  the  mob  until  a  day  or  two  beforehand. 

Q.  You  knew  a  day  or  two  beforehand  that  there  was  an  armed  mob 
there,  mounted! — ^A.  I  knew  that  some  men,  mounted,  with  guns,  went 
into  Hazlehurst  on  the  day  before,  or  the  same  day. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  Mr.  Barksdale's  speech  which  discouraged 
those  men  from  doing  their  duty  in  their  way! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  not  eulogize  them  for  the  spirit  they  had  shown  in  the 
campaign! — A.  I  cannot  say  that  he  had  reference  to  the  armed  mob, 
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as  it  is  termed.  He  eulogized  the  Democratic  party  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  had 

Q.  Did  not  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  lead  that 
mobf— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  him  with  the  mobf — A.  No,  sir;  I  saw  but  very 
little  of  the  mob,  only  that  day  that  he  made  the  speech  at  ni^ht,  and 
he  was  not  with  them  at  that  time  that  I  saw. 

Q.  Since  you  came  here  from  Hazlehurst,  in  this  adjoining  room, 
within  four  hours  of  the  time  you  are  testifying  on  the  stand,  have  you 
Dot  stated  that  Mr.  Barksdale,  in  his  speech,  did  say  that  they  must 
carry  that  election  if  they  carried  it  by  shotguns,  or  words  to  that 
effect  t — A.  He  said  that  we  must  carry  that  election. 

Q.  Answer  my  question.  Within  three  hours  of  the  time  you  are 
testifying,  in  this  back  room  right  here,  when  asked  whether  or  not 
Mr.  Barksdale  did  not  in  his  speech  say  that  they  must  carry  that  elec- 
tion even  if  they  carried  it  by  shotguns,  did  you  not  say  in  reply,  ''I 
do  not  know  that  he  said  those  exact  words,  but  he  said  that  in  effect''  t — 
A  Something  to  that  amount. 

Q.  You  said  that  he  said  something  to  that  amount? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
something  to  that  amount. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  in  that  same  conversation,  in  this  back  room,  within 
three  hours,  say  that  Mr.  Barksdale  in  that  speech  congratulated  the 
armed  mob  he  had  seen  parading  in  that  street  on  the  determination 
shown  in  their  eyes t— A.  No,  sir;  not  the  armed  mob. 

Q.  What  did  you  say? — ^A.  I  said  he  congratulated  the  Democratic 
party  on  the  manner  in  which  they  had  acted. 

Q.  The  manner  in  which  they  had  conducted  that  campaign? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Where  was  this  speech  made;  in  the  court-house? — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
in  the  court-house. 

Q.  There  was  no  armed  mob  in  the  court-house  at  the  time? — A.  I 
did  not  see  any. 

Q.  The  audience  did  not  have  their  arms  with  them,  did  they? — ^A.  I 
did  not  see  any. 

Q.  Mr.  Barksdale  was  addressing  them,  an  audience  of  the  people  of 
Hazlehurst? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  people  of  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Were  there  not  many  men  in  that  courthouse  who  did  not  belong 
to  that  mob  at  all,  and  who  had  not  been  out  in  it? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  was  an  audience  of  the  people  of  Copiah  Coun^  called  to 
hear  Mr.  Barksdale  address  them?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Barksdale  addressed  the  crowd  and  congratulated 
theoL  and  said  that  he  saw  by  looking  in  their  eyes  that  they  were  dis- 
posed to  do  their  whole  duty,  who  did  he  mean,  the  people  he  was  ad- 
dressing or  the  armed  mob  which  had  been  parading  the  streets? — A. 
The  people  whom  he  was  addressing,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Who  did  he  seem  to  congra^ate  when  he  said  that  they  had 
done  their  whole  duty,  and  he  expected  them  to  do  their  whole  duty? — 
A.  The  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Did  he  say  more  to  them  in  that  speech  than  that  he  expected 
them  to  do  their  whole  duty  on  election  day  and  to  carry  the  election; 
that  he  expected  every  man  to  do  his  whole  duty  a^nd  exx>ected  them  to 
cany  the  election? — A.  Well,  he  said  in  words,  I  believe,  that  he  ex- 
pected every  man  to  do  his  duty  and  carry  the  election. 
1668  CONO — 00 15 
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Q.  And  he  expected  the  party  to  carry  the  election  on  the  following 
Tuesday? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  not  very  usual  and  common  for  public  speakers  in  making 
exhortations  to  their  party  to  urge  them  to  carry  the  election  and  to  say 
that  they  expect  them  to  carry  the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  very 
common. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  that^Mr.  Barksdale  used  any  of  the  expres- 
sions which  have  been  referred  to  by  Mr.  Frye  in  reference  to  carrying 
the  ele^ction  by  the  use  of  shotguns,  do  you? — A.  Kot  using  those  words; 
no,  sir:  not  using  the  word  "shotguns." 

Q.  Ijo  you  think  he  conveyed  that  impression  that  he  expected  the 
X>eople  to  use  shotguns  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  election!— A. 
No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  intended  to  make  that  impression. 

Q.  Was  he  not  addressing  a  great  many  people  who  had  not  used 
shotguns  or  taken  any  part  in  these  demonstrations  made  in  Hazlehorst 
two  or  three  days  previous  to  the  election? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  ad- 
dressing a  great  many  who  had  not  taken  any  part  in  it. 

Q.  Was  not  this  a  meeting  of  the  people  of  the  town  of  Hazlehurstf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Called  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  Mr.  Barksdale  speak?— A.  Tes, 
sir. 

Q.  Were  there.many  citizens  of  Hazlehurst  in  that  armed  mob  which 
had  been  parading;  were  they  not  mostly  from  the  country  precincts  of 
the  county  of  Copiah  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  did  not  see  the  mob. 

By  Mr.  Oamebon; 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Barksdale  in  that  speech  refer  to  the  fact  that  colored 
men  had  been  killed  in  the  country  by  this  Democratic  mob?— A.  I  did 
not  hear  it. 

Q.  Did  he  refer  to  the  fact  that  the  mob  had  raided  the  county,  shoot- 
ing into  the  houses  of  colored  people ;  did  he  say  anything  about  that  f — 
A.  I  did  not  hear  that. 

Q.  He  said  nothing  of  that  kind? — A.  Not  that  I  heard. 

Q.  I  mean  when  you  were  present. — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  nothing  of 
that  kind. 

Q.  Did  he  censure  the  Democrats  for  killing  and  shooting  Bepabli- 
cans  in  the  county? — A.  I  did  not  hear  him  censure  them. 

Q.  He  made  no  reference  to  that  at  all? — A.  I  did  not  hear  him  if  he 
did. 

By  Mr.  Frye: 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  Mr.  Barksdale  say  that  they  ought  to  hang  Frank 
Buf  kin  so  high  that  the  birds  of  prey  could  not  put  their  beaks  into  his 
body? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Or  anything  of  the  kind? — ^A.  No,  sir;  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Well,  within  three  hours,  in  this  house,  since  you  have  been  here, 
have  you  not  said  so? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  When  that  exact  language  was  repeated  about  three  hours  ago 
did  you  not  in  reply  say,  "Yes,  he  said  something  of  that  kind"!— A. 
No,  sir;  not  in  regard  to  this  last  question  that  you  ask  me. 

By  Mr.  Oahebon  : 
Q.  Did  you  hear  him  refer  to  Frank  Buf  kin  at  aliin  his  qpeechf— A. 
No,  sir;  I  did  not. 
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Alexander  A.  Lomax  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Frye  : 

Question.  You  are  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  are  yon  t — ^Answer.  Yes, 
air. 

Q.  What  belief! — ^A.  The  Baptist  persnasion. 

Q.  Do  yon  reside  in  Hazlehnrstf — A.  I  do. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  there? — ^A.  Ten  years. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  Democrat! — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election  f — ^A.  I 
did.  I  make  this  exception,  however,  gentlemen.  My  conscientions 
convictions  are  snch  that  I  will  not  vote  for  a  whoremonger,  a  dmnkimi, 
or  an  infidel,  if  I  know  it. 

Q.  How  abont  a  murderer  f — A.  We  do  not  have  them  on  the  ticket, 
80  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Yonr  Democratic  aldermen  elected  one  city  marshal  a  few  days 
after  this  f — ^A.  Well,  I  am  not  an  alderman. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  Print  Matthews  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  And  of  his  being  mnrderedt — A.  Well.  I  wonld  not  like  to  put  it 
in  that  language.    I  know  of  his  being  killed. 

Q.  Did  you  that  day  make  any  talk  in  relation  to  his  being  killed ; 
denoonce  it,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  you  advised  to  keep  quiet  f — ^A.  I  was  not.  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  talked  with  reference  to  his  death  with  the  family.  I  was  sent 
for  by  Mrs.  Print  Matthews,  and  I  went  to  their  house  immediately 
after  he  was  shot,  within  an  hour  or  two,  and  I  talked  with  the  family; 
bat  I  suppose  yonr  question  does  not  allude  to  that.' 

Q.  Did  a  man  named  Joe  Purser,  a  Democrat,  call  on  you  t — ^A.  He 
did. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you? — A.  I  will  relate  the  whole  circumstance  if 
yoa  will  bear  with  me.  On  the  day  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  buried,  or 
the  day  following,  I  cannot  recollect  exactly  which,  Joe  Purser  called 
on  me  at  my  residence.  I  invited  him  into  my  study  and  asked  him  in 
what  way  1  could  serve  him.  He  said  he  came  to  see  me  with  reference 
to  a  statement  that  he  understood  I  had  made,  which  was  to  this  effect: 
that  the  first  night  that  Print  Matthews  lay  a  corpse  in  his  house  I  had 
stated  that  those  armed  men  in  town  were  on  duty  to  prevent  Joe  Pur- 
8^  and  Bas  Wheeler  from  burning  up  the  town  of  Hazlehnrst.  I  said 
to  him,  '^I  emphatically  and  positively  deny  the  statement  and  demand 
yonr  author."  He  stated  that  it  had  come  to  him  through  some  school 
children  of  his  brother's  who  were  going  to  the  same  school  that  my  little 
children  were  attending,  and  that  they  should  have  told  it  as  coming 
from  my  little  children,  and  my  little  children  had  heard  it  around  the 
fireside  in  my  home.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  deemed  the  flying  rumors, 
street  mmors  of  school  children,  of  suflBcien t  i mportance  under  presen  t  cir • 
comstances  to  call  on  me  in  that  way.  He  said  we  had  always  been  good 
friends,  and  he  did  not  know  why  I  should  have  made  such  a  statement 
as  that,  and  that  under  excitement  he  felt  it  was  necessary  and  due  and 
right  to  call  on  me  for  an  explanation  about  it  and  state  it  to  me,  im- 
plying in  his  remarks  that  my  little  daughter,  ten  or  twelve  years  old, 
shonld  have  said  it.  I  in  reply  said  I  would  as  soon  question  the  ve- 
racity of  another  man's  child  as  my  own,  and  I  did  not  assume  the  tmth 
of  another  to  the  detriment  of  my  own  cnild  as  to  a  question  of  veracity. 
And  there  the  matter  stood. 

Q.  Did  he  advise  you  that  yon  had  better  keep  quiet  and  not  talkt — 
A  No,  sir  J  he  did  not. 
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Q.  Did  Parser  tell  yoa  tbat  he  came  as  a  committee f — ^A.  'So,  sir; 
he  did  not.    He  came  as  an  individual. 

Q.  He  said  he  came  as  an  individual  t— A.  That  is  my  recollectioii, 
that  he  came  as  an  individna^ 

Q.  Was  it  safe  aronnd  there  at  that  time  for  any  one  to  express  his 
opinion  about  the  killing  of  Matthews,  in  your  opinion,  in  the  town  of 
Hazlehurst  t — A.  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  safe  to  have  ex- 
pressed it  publicly,  really,  in  certain  circles.  There  were  others  to  whom 
it  might  have  been  expressed  privately,  where  it  would  have  been  per- 
fectly safe  to  have  done  so.  My  opinion  then  was,  as  I  advised  others, 
that  there  was  great  excitement  in  town,  bad  blood  was  up,  and  that  a 
very  little  imprudence  or  injudiciousness  on  the  part  of  any  one  might 
create  further  troubles,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  the  height  of  pro- 
priety for  everybody  to  keep  quiet;  let  their  thoughts  be  as  they  may, 
keep  their  words  to  themselves.  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been 
proper  for  people  to  have  expressed  themselves  violently  on  theqnestioD, 
or  entirely  safe. 

Q.  Was  there  a  meeting  of  what  was  called  the  Democratic  Prohibi- 
tionists after  the  election  in  the  town  of  Hazlehurstt — ^A.  There  was  a 
meeting  of  Prohibitionists.  The  word  Democratic  was  not  associated 
with  it. 

Q.  Were  they  Democrats  t — A.  Most  of  them  were.  Some  were  Ee- 
publicans  and  some  Independents. 

Q.  What  proportion  were  Democrats? — ^A.  It  would  be  difficult  for 
me  to  tell. 

Q.  Was  not  the  large  majority  made  up  of  the  Democratic  party  t— A. 
I  am  not  conversant  with  the  political  status  of  all  the  people.  I  think 
decidedly  a  large  majority  were  of  the  Democratic  persuasion. 

Q.  Did  the  meeting  conclude  to  memorialize  the  legislature  on  the 
subject? — A.  It  did;  yes,  sir.  We  first  had  our  convention  in  Decem- 
ber; and  we  agreed  upon  a  programme  of  action  for  the  securing  of  the 
passage  by  our  legislature,  now  in  session,  of  a  law  for  prohibition  in 
that  county.  On  the  6th  of  February  we  met  again  in  convention,  or 
mass  meeting,  to  count  up  the  petitions  that  we  had  gotten  and  the 
number  of  petitioners,  and  to  appoint  delegates  to  carry  up  our  peti- 
tions to  the  city  of  Jackson  and  to  lay  them  before  the  legislature,  with 
our  drafted  bill  which  we  prayed  them  to  pass;  and  in  that  meeting  we 
appointed  delegates. 

Q.  Did  you  select  Bas.  Wheeler  in  that  meeting  as  chairman  of  the 
delegates  to  go  to  that  legislature? — A.  We  did  not. 

Q.  Was  he  not  selected  as  one? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  was.  We 
had  what  we  called  an  executive  committee,  and  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  was  ex  officio  chairman  of  the  delegation — ^the  Rev.  W.  6. 
Bingham,  the  Presbyterian  pastor  of  our  town ;  and  myself  and  some 
others,  one  or  two  others,  assisted  him  in  making  out  the  list  of  dele- 
gates to  go  up  to  Jackson.  Quite  a  number  of  names  were  put  on ;  and  1 
think  towards  the  last,  probably  after  I  had  gone  to  my  home,  the  name 
of  E.  B.  Wheeler  was  put  on  the  list 

Q.  Of  whom  was  that  executive  committee  composed?  Please  give  the 
names. — A.  I  have  not  got  them  with  me;  they  are  at  my  room;  about 
twenty  or  twenty-five. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  were  Democrats  ? — ^A.  I  suppose  about  15  or 
16,  and  some  8  or  10  were  Kepublicans  and  Independents. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Wheeler  was  selected  as  one  of  these  delegates?— A  I 
am  not  sure  whether  it  was  done  before  I  left. 
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Q.  At  any  rate  he  was  elected  as  one  of  those  delegates  t — ^A.  Yes, 
nr:  we  recognized  him  as  one  of  them. 

Q.  That  was  done  when  t-— A.  On  the  6th  of  Febraary,  the  present 
month. 

Q.  Since  he  has  been  out  on  bail  under  the  charge  of  murder  f — A.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  charges  are.    He  is  on  bail. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  is  charged  with  murder f — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not    Not  in  the  courts. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  You  have  lived  in  Oopiah  County  for  several  years  t — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
since  1872. 

Q.  You  know  these  people  well  t — A.  Portions  of  the  county  I  know 
well;  some  portions  of  the  county  I  have  not  gone  into  much. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  people  of  the  county  as  a  general  rule 
for  peace  and  conservatism  f — A.  It  is  good.  I  will  say  this,  however  : 
if  a  man  is  spoiling  for  a  fight  or  fuss  he  can  get  it.  We  are  an  accom- 
modating people  down  there. 

Q.  And  there  are  always  some  people  there  on  both  sides  spoiling  for 
a  fight  t — A.  Not  always. 

Q.  But  there  is  such  a  class  of  people! — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  some  who  like 
to  have  a  tifif  and  get  a  little  whisky  when  they  come  to  town. 

Q.  As  a  general  rule  are  the  people  quiet,  well  disposed,  and  in  favor 
of  law  and  order? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  a  very  large  majority  of  them  are  t — A.  Oh, 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  a  very  large  majority  of  the  people  of  Copiah — 
I  will  even  say  a  large  majority  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Copiah — 
are  opposed  to  any  violence,  and  in  favor  of  law  and  order  Y — A.  I  do 
not  know  what  the  strength  of  the  Democratic  party  is  exactly,  but  I 
think  I  could  be  safe  in  saying  that,  and  I  think  I  might  safely  say  that 
of  the  other  side.  Independents  and  Democrats.  It  is  true  all  over  the 
country.    Our  county  is  a  good  county. 

Q.  I  supi>ose  you  saw  on  one  or  two  occasions  this  assembly  of  men 
that  i3  generally  styled  a  mob  by  the  witnesses  here  t — A.  I  saw  them 
on  Monday  evening  before  the  election  the  first  time. 

Q.  How  many  men  do  you  suppose  there  were  in  the  procession  f — 
A.  They  were  not  in  procession  when  I  saw  them.  Though  I  live  in 
Hazlehurst  I  have  been  preaching  half  my  time  to  country  churches. 
On  Friday  preceding  I  had  gone  about  15  miles  out  to  a  church,  and  I 
came  home  Monday,  in  the  afternoon.  Having  some  business  at  the 
coort-house  (I  live  at  the  extreme  northeast  part  of  the  town,  and  the 
eoort-house  is  in  the  center)  I  came  down  in  the  evening — I  think  it 
was  to  execute  some  marriage  license — and  I  saw  them,  not  in  pro- 
cession, but  tiiey  seemed  to  be  ^<at  rest,"  as  we  would  call  it  in  the 
Army. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  there  in  the  crowd  t— A.  I  suppose  between 
75  and  100. 

Q.  Is  not  that  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  Democratic  people  of 
the  county  of  Copiah! — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  I  suppose  we  have  2,500  Dem- 
ocrats in  the  county. 

Q.  So  but  a  small  percentage  of  the  democratic  party  of  Copiah 
County  was  out  in  that  mob  or  assemblage,  or  whatever  you  may  call 
it!— A.  Well,  it  is  about  the  percentage  of  100  to  2,500.  We  have  be- 
tween 2,000  and  2,500. 

Q.  It  was  that  percentage  that  took  part  in  this  demonstration? — A. 
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What  I  saw  gathered  there  were  not  in  procession.  Some  were  on  horse- 
back  and  quite  a  number  on  foot.  Whether  those  on  foot  belonged  to 
it  or  not  I  could  not  tell.  I  saw  some  twenty  or  forty  guns,  and  a 
great  many  others  had  no  guns,  but  might  have  had  concealed  weapons, 
so  far  as  I  know.  There  were  probably  thirty  or  forty  I  saw  on  horse- 
back, standing  as  cavalry  sometimes  do  at  rest,  and  a  good  many  were  on 
foot.  Whether  their  horses  were  hitched  or  not,  or  whether  they  were 
si>ectators  or  not,  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  But  altogether  there  were  not  over  100  f — ^A.  I  should  suppose 
somewhere  about  100,  more  or  less. 

Q.  There  might  be  not  to  exceed  150 1 — ^A.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
hardly  reach  that. 

Q.  That  you  think  is  the  percentage  out  of  about  2,500  Democratic 
voters! — A.  The  census  report  of  our  county  for  1881  states  there  are 
5,241  voters,  and  the  Democrats  have  usually  claimed  the  majority. 
Whether  that  is  true  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  They  have  usually  carried  the  county,  have  they  not,  of  late 
years! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  they  have  since  the  election  of  1876,  and 
I  suppose  there  are  2,500  Democrats  in  the  county. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  persons  in  this  mob  or  crowd  that  you 
saw ;  you  say  you  saw  them  standing  at  rest  and  some  of  them  dis- 
mounted!— A.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  considerable  number  of  them! — A.  I  suppose  I  would  have 
known  a  goodly  namber  if  I  had  stopped  to  look.  I  went  on  and  looked 
casually  among  them  as  I  crossed  the  sti*eet. 

Q.  Will  you  give  the  names  of  the  persons  you  saw  there! — A  Ye& 
sir ;  I  think  I  can  give  you  the  names  of  some :  I  saw  B.  B.  Wheeler  (I 
state  from  memory  and  I  may  be  mistaken;  I  could  not  be  absolutely 
positive)  and  I  think  I  saw  Marion  Higdon  and  William  Higdon,  I 
think,  and  Matt  West  and,  I  think,  Jesse  Thompson,  jr.,  and  qnite  a 
number  of  others ;  I  did  not  look  enough  to  determine. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  any  others ;  I  would  like  to  have  the  others 
that  yon  remember ;  did  yon  see  Mr.  Hart  there  ! — A.  I  cannot  speak 
definitely;  I  think  he  was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Meade  ! — A.  I  saw  Mr.  Meade ;  I  met  him  at  the 
corner  of  the  bank ;  he  was,  I  think,  unarmed. 

Q.  I  mean  the  men  that  you  saw  in  this  company  or  crowd ;  did  yoa 
see  Mr.  Meade  in  this  crowd! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him.  I  was  myself 
in  the  crowd  at  the  time;  I  was  passing  through. 

Q.  I  wanted  the  persons  belonging  to  the  crowd. — ^A.  I  think  Mr. 
Meade  belonged  to  the  crowd. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Bailey  ! — A.  I  do  not  think  I  saw  him ;  that  is, 
Mr.  Joe  Bailey. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr,  Purser  ! — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Womack  ! — ^A.  There  was  quite  a  number  of 
these  country  people ;  I  knew  their  faces,  but  cannot  recollect  their 
names. 

Q.  You  have  stated  all  that  you  remember! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  now. 

Q.  These  persons  you  have  stated,  were  orderly  and  law-abiding 
citizens  of  the  county,  as  ydti  understood  it ! — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  thought  they  were  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  when  you  spoke  of  the  law-abiding  and  orderly  Democrats 
disapproving  of  these  proceedings  you  included  these  gentlemen,  did 
you,  among  the  others  ! — ^A.  I  spoke  generally  in  reference  to  it 
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Q,  I  mean  whether  Mr.  Wheeler,  the  two  Higdons,  Matt  West,  and 
Jesse  Thompson,  jr.,  and  Hart,  Mead  and  Purser  are,  in  your  judgment, 
amoog  that  class  of  people  whom  you  have  spoken  of  as  the  respectable, 
orderly,  and  law-loving  Democrats  of  the  county  t — ^A.  So  far  as  I  knew 
them  I  thought  they  were. 

Q.  Are  they  men  of  influence  among  their  neighbors,  and  respected 
aod  liked  by  their  Democratic  neighbors,  so  far  as  you  know  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  men  of  influence  in  the  Democratic  party,  are  they  not,  all  ol 
them  f— A.  That  is  a  little  difficult  for  me  to  define,  that  matter  of  in- 
floence.    They  are  considered  respectable  Democrats. 

Q.  Are  they  not  also  active  Democrats,  taking  a  share  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  party,  likely  to  be  on  its  committees,  and  attending  its 
caacQses  t — ^A.  I  wish  to  say  here,  by  way  of  explaining  an  answer, 
that  while  I  am  as  I  stated  a  Democrat,  I  have  never  l^longed  to  a 
Democratic  club  in  my  life  and  did  not  attend  any  of  the  meetings, 
hear  any  Democratic  speeches,  or  read  any  political  papers  during  the 
campaign,  except  I  glanced  occasionally  over  the  little  papers  pub- 
lished Uiere  in  our  town,  and  rarely  ever  read  the  proceedings  of  the 
meetings,  and  do  not  know  that  these  gentlemen  were  on  the  com- 
mittees. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 
Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Meade  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
Committee? — ^A.  Yes,  sir 5  I  know  that  he  was  so  recognized ;  yes,  he 
was  chairman. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  you  said  that  the  people  whom  you  described  were  a  people 
who,  if  anybody  wanted  to  fight,  would  accommodate  him^  or  were  ready 
for  a  tiff,  you  meant  for  a  fight  with  deadly  weapons,  did  you  t — A.  I 
spoke  with  reference  to  Copiah  County  generally,  and  not  with  reference 
to  Democrats,  that  he  could  be  accommodated. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  want  to  know  ^  accommodated  with  what  t — A.  With 
a  fisticuff,  if  he  wanted  it. 

Q.  Do  you  refer  to  a  fight  with  pistols  t — A.  I  did  not  allude  to  it  in 
that  way,  but  I  suppose  he  coald  be  accommodated. 

Q.  Do  the  white  people  there  generally  carry  armst — A.  Not  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  do  or  not  5  what  is  your  belief  about 
that!— A.  We  have  a  law  which  prohibits  persons  from  carrying  con- 
cealed weapons.  I  do  not  carry  concealed  weapons,  and  I  do  not  know 
anybody  who  does.  Of  course  men  who  do  those  things  keep  it  con- 
cealed, not  only  from  me  but  from  others. 

Q.  You  say  that  on  this  committee  which  appointed  the  delegation  to 
memorialize  the  legislature,  the  temx)erance  committee,  there  were  15 
Democrats,  you  shoald  think  t — As  Yes,  sir ;  15  or  16. 

Q.  Were  those  among  the  most  resx)ectable  Democrats  in  the  town,  so 
fer  as  you  know,  respectable  citizens,  those  15  people? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
They  were  made  up,  not  from  the  town,  but  from  the  county. 

Q.  They  were  men  of  character  and  standing,  were  they? — A.  Yes, 
sir— if  yon  will  pardon  myself;  I  was  on  it. 

Q.  I  wish  to  know  as  to  the  others  t — A.  I  think  they  were. 

Q.  And  they  were  from  the  class  of  people  whom  you  wotdd  consider 
conspicuons  there  or  as  respectable  as  any,  for  being  law-abiding  citi- 
zens!—A.  Yes,  sir;  and  truthful,  trustworthy  men. 

The  Chaibman.  And  they  selected  Mr.  Wheeler  for  this  office.  That 
is  all  (I 
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By  Mr.  Gamebon: 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  within  two  or  three  weeks  prior  to  the  elec- 
tion yon  heard  of  the  outrages  that  were  perpetrated  in  the  cooDtry.— 
A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  never  heard  anything  about  them  t — A.  The  first  I  knew,  I 
think,  was  on  Monday  evening  before  the  election.  I  do  not  remember 
to  have  heard  a  thing  of  it  before. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  of  the  shooting  of  this  man  Wallist — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  of  the  shooting  of  Frank  Hayes  or  his  wife !— A. 
I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  that  this  mob,  as  they  are  called,  raided  throagb 
the  county  in  the  night,  and  fired  into  the  houses  of  the  negroes  f— A. 
Not  until  Monday  evening  before  the  election. 

Q.  You  did  hear  ot  it  Monday  evening  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  can  you  explain  why  the  2,(X)0  or  2,500  x>eaceable,  orderly, 
and  well-disposed  Democrats  of  the  county  did  not  put  down  that  armrf 
mob  of  100  or  150  men ;  why  did  they  permit  it  f — ^A.  If  you  will  bear 
with  me  a  little  I  will  state  this :  Once  upon  a  time  Mr.  Orierson  came 
through  our  country  with  a  small  handfnll  of  men,  but  we  were  not  ex- 
pecting it  and  were  not  prepared  for  it,  and  he  went  on  through ;  and 
my  idea  is  that  these  Democrats  were  unprepared  for  it,  and  did  not 
expect  it,  and  consequently  could  not  get  organized  and  meet  it,  or  else 
that  they  wink^  at  it.     It  must  have  been  one  of  the  two. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  of  these  orderly  and  well  disposed  Democrats 
in  the  county  denounce  the  outrages  committed  by  that  armed  mob  f— A. 
As  I  stated,  I  thought  it  extreme  prudence  not  to  discuss  questions. 

Q.  You  could  discuss  them  in  yoor  house  safely  f — A.  I  did  not  talk 
these  things ;  I  did  not  draw  people  out  on  it.  I  advised  them  to  keep 
their  tongues  still  until  we  got  more  quiet  in  our  feelings. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  Democrat  denounce  any  of  these  out- 
rages ;  I  ask  you  that  question  f — A.  I  have  heard  several  express  them- 
selves ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  say  denounce  it ;  I  do  not  know  how 
strong  a  term  that  is,  but  that  they  disapproved  of  it. 

Q.  About  how  many  did  you  hear  state  that,  approximately!— A.  I 
have  never  encouraged  conversation  on  the  question.  It  has  occasion- 
ally been  broached  to  me,  and  I  have  probably  heard  half  a  dozen. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  those  whom  you  have  heard  disapprove  of  it.— A. 
I  did  not  charge  my  memory  with  names,  not  expecting  to  be  called  on 
in  regard  to  this  thing.  I  think  I  could  give  my  friend  Mr.  Dodds  here, 
and,  if  I  mistake  not,  I  so  understood  him  in  a  conversation  I  had  with 
him.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  G.  W.  Miller,  our  former  Representative,  in- 
dorsed it.  I  think  he  thought  it  was  best  not  to  do  it^  and  others.  I 
could  mention  some  others,  probably. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Miller,  who  was  elected  district  attorney 
at  the  last  election,  express  an  opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
done,  or  anything  to  that  effect  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I  have.  I  hare 
had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Miller  for  some  time. 

By  the  Chairman. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Meade  still  retained  as  chairman  of  the  Democratic  com- 
mittee f — A.  I  declare  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Q.  Is  he  received,  so  far  as  you  know,  and  associated  with  by  the  bet- 
class  of  Democrats  there  in  society  f — ^A.  So  far  as  I  know  he  is. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  Mr.  Wheeler;  is  he  associated  with  there  by  the 
eoplef — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 
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Q.  Toa  think  Mr.  Whoeler  is  still  associated  with  by  the  respectable 
Democrats  there  f — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir :  so  far  as  I  know  he  is. 

Q.  £yen  this  gentleman,  Mr.  Miller,  who  thought  it  was  best  not  to 
do  it.  still  associates  with  Mr.  Wheeler,  does  he  not;  do  yon  know  about 
thatwA.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  acquainted  with  each  other  ^ 
they  live  in  different  parts  of  the  county;  I  associate  with  him. 

J.  £.  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet — Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  beat  3. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  precinct  f — A.  Spencer's  Mill. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  f — ^A.  Farmer,  as  a  general  thing;  I  some- 
times clerk  in  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  During  this  last  fall  were  you  a  clerk  in  Hazlehorstt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  fbrf — A.  Mr.  Klotz,  a  merchant  there. 

Q.  Are  you  any  relation  to  Print  Matthews  f — ^A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  knew  himt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Matthews,  you  are  an  intelligent  man,  and  you  were  there  for 
two  or  three  weeks,  and  your  family  in  the  country,  up  in  beat  3 ;  I 
wish  yon  would  go  on  and  tell  the  committee  what  you  saw  and  know 
about  this  thing. 

The  Witness.  What  do  you  want  me  to  tell  about  t 

Mr.  Fbye.  What  you  saw  and  heard  of  this  crowd  of  armed  men 
who  were  perambulating  the  country  for  two  or  three  weeks  before  elec- 
tion. 

A  About  three  weeks  previous  to  the  election  I  was  clerking  in  Hazle- 
hurst, and  the  store  that  I  clerked  in  was  situated  between  the  two  saloons 
in  Hazlehurst,  where  I  could  hear  a  good  deal.  Men  would  come  in  and 
while  under  the  influence  of  whisky  would  say,  I  suppose,  things  that 
they  would  not  have  said  otherwise.  But  although  I  had  heard  of  the 
beating  of  old  Handy  Fortner  and  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis  and  the 
shootiQg  of  his  wife  and  all  those  things,  my  mind  was  never  made  up 
folly  that  they  meant  to  kill  white  people  to  carry  the  election  until,  X 
think,  about  Thursday  before  the  election  on  Tuesday.  About  that  time 
I  was  clerking  there  and  I  was  busy  at  the  hour  of  dinner  and  I  did  not 
go  to  dinner  until  the  regular  boarders  had  got  through  with  their  din- 
ner. I  was  the  only  one  at  table  when  I  went.  1  sat  down  at  the  head 
of  the  table,  a  long  table  like  this,  and  tlie  landlord  was  waiting  on  me, 
and  doring  the  time  that  I  was  eating  two  men  came  in  and  seemed  to 
be  very  much  excited  and  seemed  enraged. 

Q.  Who  were  they! — A.  Frank  Thompson  and  Pink  Beacham. 

Q.  Were  they  leading  men  there! — A.  Yes,  sir:  they  are  leading  men 
I  suppose ;  they  are  considered  such.  They  sat  down  at  the  other  end 
of  the  table,  they  didn't  notice  me  and  I  do  not  know  that  they  knew 
what  my  politics  were  or  anything  about  it;  but  directly  they  sat  down 
Frank  Thompson  says,  "  It  has  come  to  the  pass  that  we  must  carry 
this  election  at  all  hazards ;  we  must  carry  it,  and  the  only  way  to  do  it 
is  to  kill  the  ringleaders.''  Beacham  says,  "Yes,  and  the  quicker  it  is 
done  the  better."  About  that  time  they  saw  me  and  the  conversation 
was  bushed. 

Q.  Now  let  me  ask  you  if  the  grand  jury  was  in  session  there  f — A. 
Tes,sir;  the  grand  jury  was  in  session,  and  I  think  Beacham  was  one 
of  the  grand  jurors,  to  the  best  of  my  belief.  I  came  out  on  the  street 
and  I  met  Colonel  Jones 

Q.  A  Democrat! — A.  An  Independent — and  Amos  Burnet,  Print 
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Matthews,  and  others,  and  I  told  them  what  Thompson  and  Beacham  had 
said.  I  told  Print  Matthews  that  I  believed  they  intended  to  kill  him. 
That  was  on  Thursday,  I  think,  as  well  as  I  remember.  I  staid  there  antil 
Saturday;  I  generally  went  home  Saturday  night  My  wife  sent  a  horse 
and  buggy  in  for  me  and  I  went  out.  On  Saturday  evening  Dr.  Barlow 
came  into  the  store  in  Hazlehnrst  where  I  was  clerking  and  showed  me 
a  petition  that  he  had  with  about  75  names  on  it,  a  petition  to  the  sheriff 
to  send  out  men  to  arrest  this  lawless  mob  that  was  going  around  nights 
frightening,  killing  and  murdering  people. 

Q.  Were  those  names  of  Independents  or  Democrats  f — A.  I  declare 
I  could  not  say  5  I  think  they  were  Independents  though,  all  of  them;  I 
think  they  were  all  white  5  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  black  name  on  the 
list.  He  came  in  and  showed  me  the  list  and  asked  me  what  I  thought 
of  it.  I  told  him  I  thought  it  was  a  good  thing.  He  said  he  was  going 
to  ))reseut  it  to  the  sheriff.  While  he  was  talking  to  me,  Print  Matthews 
and  probably  Burnet  (I  am  not  certain  about  Burnet)  came  along  and 
they  went  up  to  the  court-house  where  the  sheriff  of  the  county  was,  and 
directly,  right  on  the  comer,  fronting  the  court-house  and  directly  in 
front  of  the  bank  and  almost  directly  in  front  of  the  store  in  which  I 
was  clerking,  I  saw  a  crowd  of  men  in  conversation  and  some  of  them 
were  talking  rather  loud.  I  was  not  busy  in  the  store  and  I  went  out  to 
see  what  they  were  talking  about,  and  when  I  got  out  there  I  heard 
Print  Matthews  say  to  the  sheriff,  "  We  have  got  seventy-five  names  of 
respectable  citizens  of  Copiah  County  and  we  petition  you,  sir,  to  send 
us  out  protection,"  and  I  think,  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  that  probably 
some  of  the  leading  lawyers  there  were  in  favor  of  his  sending  out  men 
to  suppress  this  and  others  not.  I  know  that  Bing  Harris  gave  his  voice 
against  it,  and  said  the  sheriff  had  no  right  to  send  out  unless  he  had  a 
S|>ecial  afiidavit  against  each  and  every  individual  named  in  the  mob. 
Print  Matthews  asked  him  how  in  the  world  a  man  could  make  an 
affidavit  against  a  disguised  mob  or  party  of  men;  and  that  got  up 
a  wrangle,  and  I  had  to  go  back  to  the  store  and  sort  of  ran 
back  and  forth,  and  directly  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Dr.  Bar- 
low would  make  an  affidavit  against  certain  individuals  to  the  best  of 
his  belief  that  he  saw  in  this  mob.  I  went  to  Mr.  Williamson^  drag 
store  that  night;  I  went  with  him,  and  he  there  made  the  affidavit  He 
did  not  feel  safe  to  go  home,  and  I  did  not  feel  safe  to  go  by  myself,  from 
the  demonstrations  I  had  seen  and  heard.  He  gave  his  horse  to  a  party 
to  ride,  and  he  and  t»went  out  in  the  buggy  together.  After  the  elec- 
tion I  think  Dr.  Barlow  was  bulldozed  into  withdrawing  that  affidavit, 
probably  at  his  own  expense ;  I  do  not  know  that  to  ^  a  iact,  but  I 
think  he  withdrew  the  affidavit.  On  Sunday  I  went  back  to  town,  and 
I  put  my  horse  up  in  the  livery  stable,  and  went  over  to  J.  P.  Matthews'. 
Mr.  Matthews  was  then  in  Jackson.  I  staid  and  talked  with  Boroet 
and  Leon  Matthews,  and  talked  until  bedtime,  and  I  proposed  to  go 
back  to  the  hotel,  and  go  to  bed.  Mrs.  Matthews  insisted  that  I  should 
stay  all  night,  that  there  was  plenty  of  room.  I  sat  down,  and  talked 
a  while  longer  to  Leon  Matthews,  and  proposed  we  should  walk  out. 
and  in  taking  a  walk  he  remarked  that  he  had  notice  to  leave  town,  ana 
was  expecting  them  to  come  every  moment,  and  if  they  came  he  would 
not  stay  in  the  house,  and  they  would  probably  fire  on  the  house, 
and  he  would  go  out  and  take  his  chances.  I  told  him  if  he  believed 
that.  I  would  stay  and  take  my  chances  with  him.  I  staid  all  night,  but 
I  did  not  sleep  bnt  little.  Next  morning  I  went  to  the  stable  and  called 
for  my  horse.  Bill  Marks,  the  son  of  the  proprietor  of  the  livery  stable 
there,  came  to  me 
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Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat! — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  told  me  he  considered  me  a 
friend  of  his,  and  advised  me  not  to  go  home ;  that  he  had  seen  and  heard 
a  good  deal,  and  that  that  mob  was  down  at  my  honse  shooting  their  can- 
non, and  that  he  thought  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  me  to  go,  that 
I  might  be  killed.  I  told  him  I  was  going  home;  that  I  was  a  free  man, 
in  a  free  country,  and  I  was  going,  and  wanted  my  horse.  He  said, 
"Well,  if  you  wUl  go,  here  is  Colonel  Brown,  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  a 
good  man  as  there  is,  and  he  says  he  wants  a  seat  in  your  buggy,"  and 
I  told  him  I  would  be  glad  of  his  company;  and  he  went  to  Mr.  Brown, 
and  Mr.  Brown  refused  to  go  with  me  because  he  thought  it  would  not 
be  safe  in  doing  it.  I  went  out  in  the  buggy  about  five  miles  from 
Hazlehnrst  and  I  met  the  mob  coming  in,  and  there  was  the  first  time  I 
did  get  scared;  I  felt  uneasy.  I  met  Emmett  Spencer  with  a  cannon 
ahead,  and  I  drove  my  buggy  out  to  one  side  of  the  road  and  Spencer 
drove  by,  and  he  remarked, "  We  are  going  in  to  wait  on  Print  Matthews." 
I  said,  "I  reckon  you  will  find  him  when  you  get  there."  I  had  the  In- 
dependent tickets  in  the  buggy,  but  they  didn't  know  it;  I  suppose  if 
they  had  they  would  have  taken  them  away  from  me  and  torn  them  up. 
Well,  the  crowd  passed  on,  and  as  they  passed  along  one  would  say  this 
thing  and  that  thing,  but  they  did  not  try  to  do  anything  with  me.  Mr. 
Joe  Bailey,  as  he  passed,  remarked, "  We  have  been  out  in  your  neighbor- 
hood and  we  will  be  back  there  again  to  night."  I  says, "  Well  I  will  see 
you  when  you  come."  Nobody  said  anything  to  me  at  all  and  I  went  on 
home.  When  I  got  there  one  of  my  rooms  was  full  of  negro  women  and 
children.  Another  house  in  the  yard  was  full,  and  their  husbands  were 
out  in  the  woods.  They  told  me  that  the  mob  had  been  to  their  houses  and 
that  they  had  run  to  the  woods  for  protection ;  they  had  nothing  to  eat 
and  wanted  protection.  I  told  them  there  were  the  houses,  to  go  in,  and 
as  long  as  I  had  a  mouthful  I  would  feed  and  protect  them.  The  next 
day  two  negroes  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  that  Jesse  Thompson, 
jr.,  and  others  said  that  the  first  man  who  voted  the  Independent  ticket 
at  Spencer's  Mill  would  be  killed.  I  did  not  put  much  confidence  in 
what  the  negroes  said;  I  really  did  not  believe  Thompson  had  said  it. 
I  had  but  little  dependence  in  Jesse  Thompson  and  I  have  got  very 
little  now.  I  was  going  to  the  polls  to  vote,  and  I  went  to  the  polls 
and  voted,  but  I  would  have  given  $100  before  I  went  there  for  any 
man  to  insure  my  life.  I  asked  them  if  they  had  any  Independent  vote 
piled  and  they  said  no,  and  I  said  I  had  one  to  poll  and  I  would  poll 
it    After  the  election 

Q.  Wait  one  moment.  You  say  you  went  to  the  polls,  offered  your 
ticketyand  voted t— A.  I  did. 

Q.  what  did  you  do  with  the  colored  men;  did  you  encourage  them 
to  got— A.  I  told  them,  every  colored  man  there  who  wanted  to  vote 
the  Independent  ticket,  that  I  had  the  tickets,  and  I  was  going  to  see 
that  they  voted  if  they  wanted  to  vote  that  ticket. 

Q.  Were  you  and  Prank  Buf  kin  there  together  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  colored  men  brought  up,  you  standing  there,  and  they 
voting  in  your  presence! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  theydid,  and  voted  open  tickets. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  those  men  that  you  were  there  to  protect  them,  and 
thpy  should  vote! — A.  I  told  them  I  would  see  that  every  man  should 
vote  as  he  pleased,  or  I  would  leave  my  dead  body  on  the  ground. 

Q.  You  were  armed  were  you! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Buf  kin  armed,  also! — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  had  nothing 
but  a  pistol. 

Q.  Howraany  Independents  voted  while  you  were  there! — A.  There 
was  a  little  row  occurred  there  about  12  o'clock,  and  I  taken  an  active 
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part  in  it:  and  there  were  parties  on  both  sides  who  agreed  that  if  my- 
self and  Mr.  Mitchell  would  leave,  that  everything  would  go  off  peaceably, 
and  every  vote  should  be  counted  as  it  was  polled.  Marion  Higdoa 
said  that  we  were  seventy  majority  at  12  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  he  have  the  means  of  knowing  just  how  the  vote  stood!— A. 
There  was  no  mistake  in  him ;  he  could  not  have  mistaken  it,  because 
it  was  one  of  the  resolutions  of  the  club  that  every  man  who  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket  should  vote  an  open  ticket,  and  every  man  on  that 
day  on  that  election  that  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  voted  an  open 
ticket,  and  I  saw  three-fourths  of  the  Independents  that  voted  vote  an 
open  ticket,  and  every  man  that  voted  a  folded  ticket  was  put  down  as 
an  Independent. 

Q.  They  told  you  that  if  you  and  Mitchell  would  go  off  that  everything 
should  be  peaceable! — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  every  man  should  vote  as  he 
pleased,  and  the  vote  should  be  counted  just  as  it  was  polled. 

Q.  Did  you  go  off! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  to  my  house — I  live  close 
by — and  directly  after  I  left,  Bill  Higdon,  a  brother  of  Marion  Higdon, 
got  on  his  horse  and  struck  out  for  Hazlehurst ;  I  do  not  know  what  he 
told  there ;  but  he  carried  a  message,  anyhow,  that  the  Independents  there 
had  taken  the  box  and  had  created  a  riot,  and  all  these  sort  of  thiu^ 
But  it  resulted  in  about  twenty -five  armed  men  with  double-barreled  shot- 
guns coming  back  there  to  kill  Mitchell  and  myself  and  Buf  kin.  When 
they  came,  there  was  a  Democratic  negro,  that  Jesse  Thompson  had  taken 
out  of  jail;  he  was  a  convict,  and  I  suppose  had  persuaded  him,  so  the 
negroes  said,  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  They  sent  him  up  to  my 
house  to  tell  me  to  come  down  and  surrender;  that  this  mob  was  going 
to  have  me  at  all  hazards.  I  put  my  pistol  at  his  head  and  told  him  to 
leave  there  or  I  would  blow  his  brains  out,  and  I  told  him  to  tell  that 
mob  that  I  was  only  one  man  and  I  had  done  nothing  to  be  killed  for, 
but  I  was  at  home,  and  I  had  five  double-barreled  sho^guiis  well  loaded 
with  buckshot  and  I  would  empty  every  barrel  of  them  before  I  was 
taken. 

Q.  Did  the  messenger  go  back! — A.  He  went  back  and  did  not  come 
again. 

Q.  Did  they  come! — ^A.  No,  sir;  they  did  not  come,  either.  But  the 
next  evening  about  forty  of  them,  so  I  am  told 

Q.  Wait  a  moment.  While  there,  did  the  news  df  Print  Matthews^ 
death  comet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  happened  then! — ^A.  I  was  not  at  the  polls;  I  was  at  home. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  at  that  precinct  what  heretofore  has  been  the 
vote  as  between  the  parties  ! — A.  I  am  not  able  to  tell  you.  That  was  my 
first  vote  there. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  what  was  the  vote  that  day  as  counted?— A.  I 
cannot  tell  you  exactly  that,  but  I  think  we  had  on  the  regular  ticket 
about  23  votes.    I  think  there  was  about  80  majority  of  Democrats. 

Q.  When  you  left,  the  Democratic  inspector  informed  you  thatyoor 
party  was  70  ahead,  and  six  or  seven  hours  after  that,  when  the  vote  was 
actually  counted,  you  had  gone  down  to  23  or  26  votes  and  they  were  80 
ahead  I — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  white  men  do  you  say  voted  the  Independent  ticket 
there  that  day! — A.  I  think  there  could  bo  26  or  30  white  men  that 
voted  the  straightout  Independent  ticket. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  white  men  of  that  precinct  aie  Inde- 
pendents at  your  precinct! — A.  I  think  it  is  pretty  equally  divided 
amongst  the  white  men. 
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Q.  The  colored  men  are  about  all  Republicans! — A.  Yes,  sir;  three- 
quarters  of  them  are,  or  nine-tenths  of  them  are. 

Q.  Were  yon  familiar  with  politics  in  beat  3! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  the  next  day,  you  were  going  to  say  somethingt — A.  The 
next  day  after  the  election  I  had  business  that  called  me  down  into  the 
lower  part  of  the  beat.  When  I  got  my  horse  that  morning  my  inten- 
tion was  to  go  to  Hazlehurst  and  see  Print  Matthews.  I  considered 
him  a  friend  of  mine,  and  I  wanted  to  see  him,  but  parties  told  me  it 
would  not  be  safe  for  me  to  go,  that  I  would  probably  be  killed ;  and  I 
then  tamed  my  horse  and  went  down  into  the  lower  part  of  the  beat  5 
and  the  next  morning,  about  sun-up,  I  was  about  ten  or  eleven  miles 
from  home.  My  wife  had  sent  a  runner  to  where  I  was  to  tell  me  not 
to  come  home,  but  to  leave  the  county  5  that  there  had  been  about  forty 
or  fifty  armed  men,  with  double-barreled  shotguns  and  pistols,  in  a 
rnde,  angry,  and  threatening  manner,  who  had  come  to  my  house  and 
demand^  me,  and  I  was  not  there.  Well,  I  did  not  know  what  to  do. 
I  got  on  my  horse  and  started  for  home.  My  friends  advised  me  not 
to  go,  and  said  that  I  could  not  contend  against  the  mob,  and  I  con- 
cloded  I  had  better  take  to  the  woods  for  a  time,  and  I  did  it.  I  did 
not  go  home  for  several  days j  I  went'home  about  three  days  after  that, 
but  I  went  in  the  night  and  I  left  in  the  night. 

Q.  For  ten  days  before  the  election,  what  had  been  the  condition  of 
things  up  in  that  part  of  the  country  f — A.  From  what  I  could  hear  it 
was  in  a  pertectly  demoralized  state.  The  negroes  were  in  the  woods. 
I  was  not  at  home;  I  was  not  in  the  country,  and  can  only  speak  from 
hearsay. 

Q.  Were  the  people  very  much  alarmed,  so  far  as  you  know! — A.  Yes, 
sir:  if  they  were  all  like  me  they  were. 

Q.  Did  you  and  Mr.  Bufkin  go  to  a  meeting  anywhere t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  thatt — ^A.  We  went  to  Eas  Matthews's  store  at  a  pub- 
lic speaking. 

Q.  A  Kepublican  meeting? — A.  It  was  Republican  and  Democratic 
speaking.    It  was  a  i)olitical  speaking,  a  division  of  time. 

Q.  What  took  place  there! — A.  Two  Democrats  spoke  and  one  Re- 
pablican.  I  went  up  in  company  with  Frank  Bufkin.  Bufkin  rode 
past  the  store  to  where  these  other  parties  were  and  I  got  down  right 
at  the  store  where  there  was  a  crowd  congregated  around,  and  with  the 
party  Dr.  Bowan,  Mr.  Guynes  our  representative,  and  Charlie  Allen, 
Bill  Hi{;don,and  others,  all  Democrats  and  acquaintances,  and  I  thought 
at  the  time  friends,  and  I  got  down  and  spoke  to  them. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  When  was  that! — A.  This  was  before  the  election.  I  walked  up 
to  the  crowd  and  said,  '*  I  move  we  all  go  home ;  there  is  not  going  to  be 
crowd  enough  to  speak  to."  Charlie  Allen,  the  clerk  of  the  Democratic 
executive  committee,  remarked  that  he  had  made  a  motion  similar  to 
that  and  it  had  been  lost,  but  he  would  renew  it.  He  said  his  motion 
was  this,  that  they  go  into  Bas  Matthews's  store  and  buy  a  rope  and  take 
Frank  Bufkin  out  and  hang  him.  I  did  not  say  anything.  He  wenton 
to  say  that  before  the  county  would  submit  to  such  outrages  as  that 
damned  radical  board  had  perpetrated  on  them  they  would  take  them 
oat  at  once  and  hang  them. 

Q.  He  was  the  clerk  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  you  un- 
derstand!— A.  He  is  clerk  now. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  What  speaking  was  that  at  which  this  took  place! — A.  It  was  a 
political  speaking;  a  division  of  time  at  Eas  Matthews's  store. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  about  when  it  took  placet — A.  No,  sir)  soiue* 
time  during  the  canvass;  I  do  not  remember  the  date. 

H.  H.  Bablow  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside! — ^Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  beatS. 

Q.  Where  do  you  do  business  f— A.  Mostly  in  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  How  far  are  you  from  Hazlehurst! — ^A.  Sixteen  miles.  I  rent  a 
little  store  16  miles  west  of  Hazlehurst,  and  farm  also. 

Q.  What  is  your  business;  what  store  do  you  keep? — A.  General 
merchandise. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Copiah  County! — A  I  have  lived 
there  all  my  life,  you  might  say. 

Q.  Ton  are  a  Mississippian  by  birth! — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  I  was  bom  Id 
Louisiana,  but  I  went  back  to  Mississippi  when  I  was  two  or  ti^ree  years 
old,  and  have  been  there  ever  since. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  politics  ! — ^A.  I  have  been,  up  to  the  last  elec- 
tion— the  last  two  elections  I  have  been  voting  a  mixed  ticket. 

Q.  The  last  two  elections  you  have  been  Independent! — ^A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  this  mob  that  has  been  testified  to  iiere 
prior  to  the  last  election  ! — ^A.  I  saw  armed  men  on  Friday. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  what  you  saw  of  them  and  when. — A.  On 
Friday  before  the  election — I  think  it  was  Thursday  or  Friday ;  I  cannot 
be  positive  about  the  date,  but  1  think  it  was  Friday,  though,  before 
the  election  on  Tuesday — I  had  to  go  to  Hazelhurst  on  business,  and  to 
Spencer's  Mill,  which  is  the  upper  portion  of  beat  3.  Spencer's  Mill  is 
right  on  the  public  road.  I  saw  several  Democrats  from  Hazlehurst; 
I  think  the  different  clubs  had  met  there  to  have  a  speaking.  Emmett 
Spencer  told  me  there  was  going  to  be  a  speaking,  and  tri^  to  get  me 
to  stay.    They  were  all  armed. 

Q.  With  guns! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  horseback! — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  guns  and  pistols  were  shooting 
off  there  and  firing,  and  they  came  mighty  near  scaring  my  horse; 
well,  they  did  scare  my  horse,  but  I  got  down  when  they  commenced 
shooting.  I  heard  the  cannon  before  I  got  there;  they  had  a  cannon 
there.  But  I  went  on  to  town;  I  think  then  they  went  frt)m  there— 
they  met  there  from  several  precincts.  Several  clubs  of  the  Democrats 
met  there  and  made  a  trip  through  beat  3.  That  was  on  Friday  or 
Thursday. 

Q.  Biding  through  there  in  the  night-time! — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  went 
from  Spencer's  Mill  to  Centennial  and  had  their  meeting  there,  so  I 
learned  afterwards,  and  then  to  Has  Matthews's  store,  and  shot  into  it; 
and  they  came  to  our  store,  too,  on  Saturday  night. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  at  your  store  on  Saturday  night! — A.  Wheeler 
made  a  little  speech  to  them;  he  was  major. 

Q.  What  did  he  say! — A.  He  told  them  they  had  been  out  elec- 
tioneering; and  he  told  them  they  were  going  to  carry  the  county  and 
were  going  to  carry  beat  3,  too;  that  they  had  been  electioneering 
with  the  niggers. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  say!— A.  That  is  about  all  I  recollect.  They 
staid  around  there  for  some  time. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  carrying  the  election! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
think  not.  I  was  not  there  at  the  time  myself;  this  was  hearsay;  I 
was  in  town.     I  went  on  to  Crystal  Springs  and  came  back  to  Hazle- 
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hnrot  on  Saturday,  and  went  oat  with  J.  E.  Matthews  in  the  baggy  on 
Saturday  night. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  vote  f — ^A.  I  voted  at  Tailholt. 

Q.  What  time  didyoa  go  ap  there  oa  election  day! — ^A.  I  went  early^ 
before  the  t>olls  were  open. 

Q.  Did  yoa  find  anybody  there  in  armsf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  this  Tailholt 
dab  of  the  Democrats  were  all  there. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  t — ^A.  I  never  saw  any  arms  when  I  first  went 
there,  bat  they  got  oat  a  report  soon  after  I  went  there,  and  several 
came  in  that  they  had  seen  some  negrcles  coming  with  shot-gans,  and 
they  broke  for  their  gans,  which  were  deposited  ap  in  Mr.  Ashly's 
hoase  jast  on  the  hill. 

Q.  Near  by  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  negroes  did  not  come  with  their  gnnsf — ^A.  No,  sir;  they 
merely  did  that  to  ran  the  negroes  off.  A  big  crowd  of  negroes  came 
to  vote  and  they  did  not  exi>ect  one,  and  they  had  been  aroand  to  the 
houses  balldozing  and  making  threats  if  they  came. 

Q.  Then  did  the  negroes  leave  ! — ^A.  No.  sir ;  they  did  not  leave  right 
then.  They  did  not  open  the  polls,  and  a  Dig  excitement  had  gotten  ap^ 
and  they  finally  left. 

Q.  They  did  not  stop  and  votet — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  marshal  at  the  door  armed  with  a  gant 

The  Witness.  At  Tailholt  t 

Mr.  Feyb.  Yes. 

A  Yes,  I  think  he  had  his  gan  at  Ashley's. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  aboat  colored  men  voting  the  Independent  ticket 
that  day  at  that  poll ! — A.  I  do  not  recollect.  Do  yoa  have  reference 
to  8.  S.  Stames,  jr. ! 

Q.  Yesf — A.  I  do  not  recollect  hearing  him  say  anything  aboat  it. 

QPDo  yoa  not  remember  hearing  Starnes  say  he  was  damned  if  they 
intended  any  nigger  that  day  at  that  poll  shoald  vote  the  Independent 
ticket  f— A.  I  he£u*d  that  on  the  groand;  that  was  the  talk,  bat  I  coald 
not  say  that  Stames  said  it. 

Q.  Was  that  the  general  talk  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  negroes  vote  the  Independent  ticket  there  that  day  f — ^A* 
I  do  not  think  there  was  a  negro  voted  there.  There  were  bat  8  votes 
polled,  Independents  votes,  thongh  generally  the  Independents  cast 
aboat  125  votes  there.  The  Independents  were  nsaally  a  little  ahead 
there. 

Q.  The  Democrats.  I  sappose,  cast  their  asaal  vote! — ^A.  Yes,  sir  j 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  there,  and  the  negroes  on  my  place 
I  told  them  to  go  oat  and  vote,  and  that  I  woald  see  that  they  voted  if 
they  wanted  to.  I  never  electioneered  with  a  negro  on  my  place,  or  any- 
body who  lived  with  me.  There  was  a  white  man  who  lived  with  me 
not  who  went  and  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  I  told  my  negroes  to  come 
and  vote  early  and  go  home ;  that  there  might  be  troable,  bat  that  I  did 
think  there  woald  be,  at  the  polls.  I  thoaght  it  was  a  balldozing  scheme 
to  scare  them  off  from  the  polls.  We  all  went  together  except  one  negro. 
At  this  Tailholt  box  they  stationed  foar  men  with  doable-barreled  shot- 
guns to  keep  the  negroes  back,  and  one  of  my  negroes  was  a  little  late, 
and  we  left  him  on  behind,  and  they  tamed  him  back,  drew  a  doable- 
barreled  gan  on  him,  and  told  him  that  he  coald  not  come;  and  he  waited 
about  an  hoar  and  came  back  again,  and  they  did  the  same  thing;  woald 
not  let  him  in  at  all. 

Q.  They  picketed  the  roads,  in  other  words! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  the  other  roads  were  picketed  or  not!— A. 
I  do  not  know.    It  is  generally  supposed  they  were. 

Q.  Is  that  the  talk  around  there  in  that  section  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  this  darky  who  was  cut  off  is  summoned  here  to  testily.  - 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  whole  surrounding  country  there 
for  20  miles  for  a  week  before  the  election  j  was  it  in  a  state  of  terror  I— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  reign  of  terror. 

Q.  Were  they  firing  in  the  night  all  around  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Firing  cannon  as  well  as  guns  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  rumors  rife  about  their  killing  Wallis  and  firing  into 
the  house  of  Frank  Hayes  and  his  wife,  and  beating  and  abasing 
negroes  and  all  that  sort  of  thing  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  negroes  laid  out 
in  the  woods;  the  women  and  children  did  not  stay  in  at  all.  I  knew  of 
several  women  in  a  bad  fix,  who  had  been  confined,  who  had  to  stay  in 
the  woods. 

Q.  Were  you  at  your  store  when  Guynes  and  Rowan,  candidates  for 
office  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  made  speeches  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  with  arms  then  f — A.  I  expect  there  were 
fifty,  and  probably  more. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  speeches  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  counsel  the  white  men  to  keep  the  peace  and  not  frighten 
the  negroes  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  speeches,  on  the  contrary,  inflammatory,  excitable,  and 
incendiary  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  come  to  town  to  make  an  affidavit  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  petition  !— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  about  that  petition. — A.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  names  were  on  the  petition,  but  there  was  a  long  list  of  respect- 
able white  men  down  there  (that  is  largely  Independent  down  in^at 
<50untry)  and  they  were  all  opposed  to  it.  It  kept  their  fiBimUies  dis- 
turbed by  the  guns  firing,  the  negroes  disturbed,  and  there  was  just  a 
reign  of  terror,  and  they  petitioned  the  sheriff  to  put  it  down.  1  went 
up  there  and  presented  it  to  Mr.  Hargrave.  J.  P.  Matthews  went  along 
with  me.  In  that  petition  it  stated,  you  know,  the  condition  of  mattcfs 
in  beat  3  there ;  that  is  a  plumb  reign  of  terror,  and  an  armed  mob 
going  about  at  night  driving  people  out  and  shooting  them  and  whip- 
ping them,  and  tiie  signers  to  the  petition  asked  the  sheriff  to  come  and 
put  it  down,  and  if  he  could  not  do  it  to  appoint  them  and  they  would. 
K  he  did  not  do  that  that  they  would  have  to  take  the  matter  into  their 
own  hands.    That  was  the  style  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Hargrave  looked  over  the  petition  and  said  there  were  men  there 
that  he  would  not  appoint  as  deputies ;  but  he  said  he  would  go  and 
consult  his  lawyer,  and  if  his  lawyer  said  that  he  could  do  it  ^at  he 
would  send  a  deputy  down  to  put  it  down,  if  they  resisted,  and  stop 
it.  He  first  saw  Captain  Kamsey,  and  asked  Captain  Bamsey,  and  he 
sort  of  advised  him  to  do  it,  knowing  the  state  of  affairs :  and  Hargrave 
went  on  to  see  Judge  Mayes,  and  Judge  Mayes  advised  him  under  the 
circumstances  to  send  a  man  down.  Then  we  came  out  to  get  a  man. 
They  were  going  to  send  a  man  along  with  me^a  deputy — and  we  met 
there  on  the  street  near  the  bank  a  large  crowd,  and  among  them  was 
Captain  Harris  and  Mr.  Meade,  and  they  advised  Hargrave  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  send  a  man  down  without  there  were  affidavits 
made  reciting  the  crime  and  all,  before  he  could  make  any  arrests.  I 
told  Captain  Harris  that  some  of  these  men  went  to  the  houses  blacked; 
they  had  false-faces  on,  and  I  could  not  tell  who  they  were ;  that  I  was 
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a  law-abiding  citizen  and  wonld  like  to  put  it  do^vn,  bat  would  not  con- 
sent to  swear  to  an  affidavit  against  anybody  unless  I  knew  who  it  was. 
1  said  I  knew  it  was  an  armed  mob,  and  they  forced  us  down  to  that, 
and  I  just  swore  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  who  it  was,  ana 
I  went  on  home.  I  think  they  were  nearly  all  arrested  that  I  swore  out 
the  warrant  against.  I  swore  out  a  warrant  against  Wheeler,  Joe  Bai- 
ley, and  several  others  that  I  knew. 
Q.  Well,  they  did  not  stop  the  mob,  did  they  t — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Were  you  a  witness  in  the  case  of  Matthews  vs.  M.  Paler  &  Co.,  a 
case  in  the  chancery  court  of  Copiah  County,  a  few  years  ago  ! — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  gave  testimony  for  the  plaintiff  in  that  caset — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  not  some  fifteen  or  twenty  of  your  neighbors  sworn  as  wit- 
nesses on  the  other  side  who  all  swore  that  they  would  not  believe  you 
on  oathf — A.  I  think  they  did. 

Q.  Bad  Higdon  among  them  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  did. 

Q.  Or  Jesse  Thompson  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  Jesse's  evidence 
was. 

Q.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  your  neighbors  swore  that  they 
would  not  believe  you  on  oatht — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  these  same 
bulldozers. 

Q.  This  was  three  or  four  years  ago,  before  any  of  this  bulldozing  oc- 
coiredt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  indicted  in  Copiah  County! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  offense  t — A.  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  for  seduction. 

Q.  Were  you  not  indicted  for  committing  rape  upon  your  cousin  by 
chloroforming  her  and  then  committing  rape  upon  hert — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  were  never  indicted  for  that  offense! — A.  No, 
sir ;  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  form  of  the  indictment. 

Q.  Well,  there  was  an  indictment  against  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  there 
were  two  or  three  indictments  against  me ;  two  indictments. 

Q.  You  say  they  were  for  seduction  f^  A.  One  was. 

Q.  Of  whom ;  your  own  cousin  ! — A.  That  is  what  it  was  claimed. 

Q.  Were  they  not  for  rape— for  administering  chloroform  and  then 
taking  advantage  of  it  t — ^A.  All  I  know  is  that  it  is  all  a  lie,  so  far  as 
tiiat  is  concerned.  Here,  stop !  In  the  first  place  the  grand  jury  that 
fonnd  the  bill  against  me  never  had  a  witness  before  it  for  seduction. 
I  know  that  to  be  a  fact  which  I  can  prove  right  here ;  there  is  a  man 
on  the  ground.  There  is  a  prejudice  against  me  there,  and  was  at  that 
time,  and  I  know  that  one  of  the  biUs  that  was  found  against  me  in  re- 
gard to  that  matter  was  found  without  a  single  witness  before  the  grand 
jm. 

Q.  How  about  the  other  bill  t — A.  I  suppose  that  was  baaed  on  what 
those  parties  swore. 

Q.  Were  not  the  trial  of  those  indictments  continued  from  term  to 
term  at  your  instance  ! — A.  For  a  year  or  so  it  was  continued. 

Q.  Did  you  not  finally  plead  guilty  to  an  attempt  at  rapef^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q*  And  pay  a  fine  of  $500? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  It  was  an  attempt 
at  seduction. 

Q.  You  plead  guilty  to  an  attempt  at  seduction  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  an  offense  under  the  Mississippi  statutes? — ^A.  That  is  ex- 
actly the  matter. 

Q.  The  indictments,  I  suppose,  will  speak  for  themselves  ? — ^A.  The 
1668  CONG — CO 16 
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last  bill  was  for  seduction,  and  it  was  obtained  two  years  after  the  first 
offense,  that  is,  as  charged ;  jast  before  the  time  ran  ont.  It  was  a  sort 
of  mixed  np  arrangement. 

Q.  How  was  it  finally  settled ! — ^A.  I  was  fined  $1  and  costs,  that 
was  all. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Well,  the  records  wiD  show. 

By  Mr.  Peye  : 

Q.  Do  you  want  to  say  anything  more  about  itf — A.  I  do  not  want 
to  say  anything  more  about  it  It  was  a  sort  of  nasty  affistir.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  chloroform  matter,  for  they  swore  themselves  that 
they  smelled  it  for  three  weeks. 

Q.  Was  it  by  a  low-bred  family  there  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  try  to  get  money  out  of  youf— A.  Yes,  sir.  Wright 
knew  I  had  money,  and  I  had  even  furnished  him  money  to  make  his 
crop  on  that  year,  and  furnished  his  tenants;  and  he  told  me  if  I  would 
pay  him  $500  he  would  not  prosecute,  and  he  had  lied  all  the  way 
through  in  regard  to  it,  and  there  was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  what  he 
Kad  said — the  reports  that  he  had  scattered  through  the  country — and 
I  was  mad  about  it,  and  I  just  told  him  I  had  intercourse  with  his 
daughter  with  her  consent  (I  just  came  right  out  and  told  him  that), 
and  had  been  keeping  her  for  some  time,  and  we  were  caught  up  with; 
and  I  told  my  story,  you  know,  and  this  aggravated  him  and  he  brought 
the  prosecution  by  the  advice  of  several  others,  several  of  my  enemies. 

Q.  Those  men  who  swore  that  they  would  not  believe  you  on  oath; 
were  they  political  enemies  t — A.  Yes,*  sir. 

Q.  Were  some  of  them  in  this  mob  that  came  around  at  this  time!— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  most  all  of  them  were. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  When  was  this  suit  of  Matthews  against  Faler  &  Co.  triedf  It  was 
three  years  ago,  was  it  not? — A.  I  reckon  it  was  about  three  years  ago. 

Q.  These  men  were  not  all  your  i)olitioal  enemies  then,  were  they  I— 
A.  I  did  not  vote  like  any  of  them. 

Q.  You  voted  a  mixed  ticket,  I  think  you  said  t — A.  I  said  for  the  last 
two  elections ;  that  has  been  four  years. 

Q.  They  were  not  in  this  mob  three  years  agot  This  mob  was  only 
last  fall  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  just  last  fall. 

Q.  You  do  not  suppose  that  participation  in  a  mob  would  render  a 
man  capable  of,  or  necessarily  involve  his  swearing  falsely  or  impair  his 
credibility  as  a  witness ;  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that,  do  you  f— A 
There  are  several  I  knew  who  wont  tell  the  truth  who  swore  against 
me — that  will  not  tell  the  truth  and  will  swear  to  a  lie  any  time. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  records  will  show  that  there  were  twenty  who  swore 
one  way  and  you  the  other. — A.  I  will  tell  you  what  is  the  fact  I  had 
been  buying  up  judgments  and  speculating  on  people's  pai)er,  and  there 
were  two  parties  in  that,  and  the  very  two  parties,  they  went  to  Bob 
Miller,  who  was  attorney  for  Mr.  Faler,  to  get  my  personal  enemies  som- 
moned  there  to  impeach  my  testimony.  I  had  bought  judgments  of 
these  parties  and  forced  them  to  pay  their  honest  debts.  That  was  the 
first  falling  out.    We  were  good  friends  before  that. 

J.  E.  Matthews  recalled. 

By  the  Chatbman  : 
Question.  When  these  people  were  in  your  neighborhood,  I  want  yoo 
to  relate  a  conversation  that  was  had  with  them  about  their  frighten- 
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tog  women  and  children. — Answer.  Well,  I  will  have  to  relate  this  from 
hearsay,  but  it  can  be  verified. 

Q.  State  what  you  did  yourself. — A.  When  this  mob  was  in  front  of 
my  house — it  seems  Spencer's  Mill  was  a  public  place,  and  a  public  road 
ran  directly  in  front  of  my  house — they  seemed  to  unite  with  all  their 
forces  there  and  shoot  with  their  cannon  and  guns,  and  so  on ;  and  my 
wife,  knowing  my  politics,  of  course  she  wa«  frightened,  and  old  man 
Bob  Tillman  lived  on  the  place  and  went  out  and  requested  Thompson, 
as  one  of  the  prominent  men  belonging  to  that  party  and  the  club  (and 
Ithink  probably  the  chairman  or  president  of  the  club),  to  move  off  and 
get  out  from  in  front  of  the  house ;  that  it  was  scaring  the  women  and 
children  and  frightening  them.  And  he  remarked,  by  God  he  reckoned 
!liat  none  of  the  Democratic  women  and  children  were  scared. 

D.  C.  Bablow  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  :  ' 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  I  live  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  What  part  of  it! — A.  I  vote  at  Spencer's  Mill,  beat  three. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  this  mob  of  armed  men  riding  around 
tiiere  nights  f — ^A.  Ko  sir ;  I  never  saw  them  at  all  at  night. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  time  before  election  were  they  heard  around  in 
that  neighborhood  firing! — ^A.  1  reckon  it  must  have  been  two  weeks,  as 
well  as  I  can  recollect.  I  met  one  of  those  Wallis  boys  going  alter  a 
justice  of  the  peace  to  hold  an  inquest  over  his  father.  I  think  it  was 
about  two  weeks. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Spencer's  Mill  on  election  day! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  gof — ^A.  I  went  pretty  early,  but  they  had 
voted  some  before  I  got  there. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  while  you  were  there? — ^A.  When  I  went  there 
it  seemed  like  the  Democratic  club  had  all  done  voted.  It  seemed  like 
they  voted  first,  and  Mr.  Matthews  and  Prank  Bufkin  was  giving  out 
tickets  to  the  negroes  that  came  up,  and  finally  Bob  Allen,  who  lived 
near  by  me,  walked  up  to  me  and  said  that  Dr.  Barlow  had  swore  a  lie 
on  him,  and  I  remarked  to  him  that  that  was  pretty  rough  talk^  that 
my  understanding  was  that  it  was  fine  times  to  have  rows  at  election, 
and  I  would  wait  awhile,  and  he  went  on  and  finally  he  called  him  a 
damned  son  of  a  bitch,  and  all  sorts  of  names  and  turned  around,  and 
Mr.  Matthews  and  a  lot  of  them  had  gone  down  to  dinner,  and  I  was 
giving  out  tickets  while  they  were  at  dinner,  and  somebody  ran  down 
there  and  told  them  that  there  was  about  to  be  a  row;  and  they  went  up 
there,  and  Mr.  Matthews  asked  me  what  it  was  about.  I  told  him  a 
young  man  there  by  the  name  of  Waynes 

Q.  A  Democrat  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  him  and  Matthews  got  into  a 
talk  about  it,  and  finally  they  drew  their  pistols,  or  Matthews  did,  and 
Waynes  ran  his  hand  into  his  pockety  though  he  said  he  didn't  have  no 
pistol ;  but  he  would  not  have  run  his  hand  into  his  pocket  if  he  had 
not,  I  thought ;  he  would  have  kept  his  hand  to  have  laid  hold  of  him^ 
I  thought  Pretty  quick  Bill  Higdon  went  to  Hazlehurst  after  some 
help,  and  when  they  came  back  it  was  late  in  the  evening,  and  I  asked 
a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Willis  Graham,  kinfolks  of  mine,  who 
was  in  this  bunch  of  men,  and  all  of  them  had  double  barreled  shot- 
guns ;  I  asked  him  what  did  they  mean,  and  he  said  Bill  Higdon  went 
up  to  Hazlehurst  and  told  them  there  that  the  Independents  had  cap- 
tared  the  box  and  would  not  let  the  Democrats  vote,  and  he  thought  if 
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it  was  that  way  that  he  would  come  oat  and  assist  them.  They  staid 
a  while  there  and  caacased  aronnd,  and  I  was  the  only  Independent 
there,  except  my  uncle,  and  he  was  inspector  at  the  box  ^  and  tbey  got 
aboat  in  bunches  and  caucused,  and  I  thought  it  might  tie  private  tdk, 
and  1  had  better  not  be  stepping  up  into  private  talk,  and  I  didn^hear 
them  talk  much,  but  I  understood  there  that  Joe  Bailey  said  it  was  too 
far  to  ride  and  do  nothing. 

Q.  They  did  not  want  to  come  there  for  nothing f  —A.  Didn't  want  to 
come  up  that  far  for  nothing;  and  they  caucused  around  and  Bill  Webb 
told  me  that  he  told  them  not  to  go  over  there  where  these  men  wer^ 
about  100  yards  from  there ;  and  at  the  time  the  polls  were  to  be  closed 
they  counted  out  the  tickets,  and  I  believe  the  highest  Independent 
ticket  was  24,  and  I  reckon  the  regular  ticket  was  21 ;  there  were  some 
scratched  tickets.  The  highest  Independent  man  was  24  and  tbe  reg- 
ular ticket  was  21. 

Q.  What  was  the  Democratic  majority! — ^A.  Well,  they  remarked 
there  that  there  was  80  majority. 

Q.  That  the  Democrats  had  80  majority  at  that  polling  place!— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  this  company  of  men  came  from  Hazlehurst  how  many  In- 
dependents were  there! — ^A.  I  was  there, and  my  uncle  and  JoeBondur- 
aut,  and  that  was  all. 

Q.  Was  there  the  least  trouble  under  the  sun  there  about  the  ballot- 
box  ! — ^A.  There  was  not  any  at  all. 

Q.  The  Independents  voted,  just  as  many  as  they  pleased  ! — A.  Well, 
several  Independents  were  challenged  and  they  did  not  let  them  vote  on 
account  of  being  over  the  line  somehow. 

Q.  But  men  who  came  up  and  belonged  there  properly,  voted,  and  the 
Democrats  voted  and  there  was  no  trouble  about  the  ballot-box  at  all!— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  trouble  about  the  ballot-box  until  they  came  to 
count! — A.  No,  sir;  and  there  was  no  trouble  about  it  then. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  tiie  ballot  stands  there! — A.  My  understand- 
ing was  that  the  Independents  were  always  ahead  there  by  a  strong 
mjijority,  I  do  not  know  how  much. 

Q.  Did  you  get  news  of  Print  Matthews'  death  up  there! — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  time  was  that! — A.  It  was  before  they  ate  dinner.  I  do  not 
know  what  time. 

Q.  Did  a  messenger  come  up  from  Hazlehurst! — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  a  young 
.  man  named  Willie  Wade,  he  brought  a  note  and  they  read  it  to  tne  crowd. 
The  note  read  this  way:  it  said,  "Jesse  Thompson,  jr.  Print  Mat- 
thews was  killed  about  two  hours  ago.  We  expect  trouble.  Send  ns 
all  the  help  you  can.    Joe  Meade." 

Q.  Was  that  before  or  after  the  Democrats  up  near  Spencer's  Mill  bad 
sentdown  to  Hazlehurst  foracompany  of  men  and  said  that  tbey  expected 
trouble  up  there  ! — ^A.  It  seemed  like  the  man  had  to  go  off  the  pablic 
road  after  a  different  horse,  and  he  went  by  home  and  must  have  missed 
this  messenger  that  brought  this,  and  it  was  along  late  in  Ae  evening 
that  these  men  came  from  Hazlehurst. 

Yancey  Tillma^n  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  ! — Answer.  In  Oopiah  County* 
*  Q.  What  part  of  it!— A.  Beat  three. 
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Q.  Where  do  you  vote? — ^A.  Spencei's  Mill  is  my  voting  place,  bat 
I  have  never  voted. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  this  year  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  not  t — A.  1  never  registered. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Spencer's  MiU  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  >ou  see  men  around  there  with  gunst — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Democrats? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  live  near  there! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  within  about  150  yards  of 
diemilL 

Q.  Were  there  men  there  armed  all  day,  Democrats  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  have  gunst — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  Higdon  brought  a  message  that  Matthews 
was  dead  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  the  crowd  do  when  the  message  was  read  to  them  t — A. 
They  all  laughed  and  r^oiced  over  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  mob  going  to  Ed.  Matthews's 
house  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  when  they  went ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  house  firom  you  f — ^A.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
live  yards. 

Q.  How  many  went  there  t — A.  I  do  not  know ;  it  looked  like  there 
were  thirty,  thirty-five,  or  forty. 

Q.  On  horseback  and  armed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  with  f — A.  Some  with  guns  and  some  with  pistols. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  there  ! — A.  They  went  and  inquired  for  him. 
They  remarked  that  he  was  not  at  home.  Some  had  pistols  in  their 
hands,  and  1  could  not  understand  what  they  were  saying. 

Q.  Where  did  they  go  then? — A.  Some  went  to  nigger  houses  over 
there  on  the  place  and  some  came  back ;  they  went  over  there  and  in- 
quired for  him. 

Q.  Where  did  the  others  go  ? — A.  They  came  on  back  and  I  do  not 
kDow  where  they  did  go  to. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  anything  of  men  around  there  with  guns  before? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

t).  How  long  had  they  been  around  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? — A. 
I  never  saw  them  until  the  Friday  before  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  ? — A.  1  heard  of  their  being  around  in  there. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  guns  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  guns  and  pistols 
firing. 

Q.  And  cannon?— A.  Yes,  sir,  I  heard  a  cannon. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  colored  men  in  that  neighborhood? — A 
They  all  went  to  the  woods., 

Q.  Were  they  there  on  Sunday,  too  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  came  thefe  twice? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  your  father  go  and  beg  of  them  not  to  disturb  Mr. 
Matthews'  wife,  that  she  was  sick? — A.  Yes, sir  j  pa  told  them  that  if 
he  was  them  he  would  not  be  going  about  there  shooting  and  scaring 
women,  and  that  Mrs.  Matthews  and  the  women  and  children  were 
about  scared  to  death,  and  he  remarked, "  By  Gkd,  it  was  none  of  the 
Democratic  women  and  children  that  were  scared.^ 

Q.  Was  it  Higdon  who  brought  the  message  of  Matthews'  death  up 
there !---A.  No,  sir:  it  was  Mr.  Wade. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Higdon  around  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  saw  him ;  he 
went  to  Hazlehurst  and  came  back. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  when  he  came  back  ? — A.  He  came  back,  and  there 
was  a  whole  crowd  standing  around  talking,  and  he  came  up  and  said 
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that  Wheeler  had  sent  word  to  the  boys  of  beat  3  that  he  did  not 
qaite  fill  his  promise;  he  had  promised  them  all  that  Print  should  not 
vote,  bnt  he  did  drop  his  ticket  in ;  and  as  he  droijped  his  ticket  in, 
he  dropped  him;  and  somebody  wanted  to  know  how  Wheeler  didit^ 
and  he  said,  it  looked  about  like  he  had  shot  a  rabbit ;  and  Mr.  Webb 
was  standing  close  by,  and  he  called  Higdonoff. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Who  do  you  say  brought  that  message  from  Ras  Wheeler!— Mr. 
Bill  Higdon,  a  brother-in-law  of  Wheeler's. 

Q.  Who  is  the  man  who  said  that  the  cannon  was  not  scaring  Demo* 
cratic  women  and  children  t — ^A.  Jesse  Thompson,  jr. 

The  subcommittee  then  adjourned  until  Thursday  morning,  February 
21, 1884. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  Thursday,  February  21, 1884. 
The  subcommittee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present,  Messrs. 
Hoar  (chairman),  Cameron,  Frye,  Saulsbury,  and  Jonas.    The  taking 
of  testimony  was  resumed  as  follows : 

G.  M.  Bankston  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Feye: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — Answer.  At  Hazlehnrst,  Copiah 
County,  Mississippi. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f — A.  I  have  been  living  there  two 
years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Mississippi  t — A.  I  was  bom  and  raised 
in  Slississippi. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Copiah  County  ? — A.  I  was  bom  and 
raised  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  in  the  country  around  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  an^^thing  about  the  condition  of  things  in  that  country 
for  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  last  election! — A.  No,  sir;  I  could 
not  answer  about  that  ]  I  was  in  town  and  only  knew  what  was  going 
on  in  town. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  armed  and  mounted  men  in  town  there!— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  day  before  election. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  see  mounted  and  armed  ! — A.  I  suppose  there 
were  seventy -five  or  one  hundred  men  mounted  and  armed  together;  I 
could  not  say. 

Q.  Did  they  go  out  into  the  country! — A.  I  could  not  say  as  totliat 

Q.  Were  you  at  Mr.  Matthews'  store  at  any  time  when  it  was  visited 
by  a  mob  ! — A.  No,  sir :  the  mob  did  not  visit  it.  TThey  rode  just  below 
his  store  the  day  before  the  election  and  stopped  j  that  was  in  the  evening. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Matthews'  store  fired  into  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  inspector  at  Hazlehnrst  precinct ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Eepublican  inspector  ! — A.  I  represented  the  Independents  as  in- 
spector there. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Eepublican  ! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  always  voted  a  mixed 
ticket  all  my  life;  I  always  voted  for  the  man. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  to  the  polls  on  the  morning  of  the  elec- 
tion ! — A.  I  suppose  it  was  between  8  and  9  o'clock,  or  somewhere  about 
that  time. 

Q.  Who  was  In  the  room  ! — A.  When  I  went  in  t 
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Q,  Yes. — A.  I  don't  recollect  now.  There  were  several  in  the  room ; 
the  polls  were  not  opened. 

Q.  Just  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  polls  who  was  there  t — A.  When 
the  polls  were  opened,  none  bat  the  officers  of  election.  The  marshal 
ordered  all  oat  of  the  hoase  except  the  officers  of  election. 

Q.  Who  were  they  who  were  left  there! — A.  There  was  Mr.  Coxwell, 
Mr.  Jim  Morrison,  George  Hamilton,  Captain  Burch,  and  myself  and 
Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Matthews. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Wheeler  and  Matthews  were :  what  connec- 
tion they  had  with  the  election  f — A.  They  were  challengers  of  the 
election. 

Q.  How  are  they  appointed  in  your  country  f — A.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  board  of  commissioners  appoints  them  or  not,  but  they 
were  recognized  as  challengers  of  the  election. 

Q.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  the  Democratic  challenger  and  Mr.  Matthews 
the  Independent  challenger  f — A.  That  is  the  way  I  understood  it. 

Q.  What  relation  was  Morrison  to  Wheeler! — A.  I  do  not  know 
that  they  are  related  at  all.  One  of  the  Morrisons  married  Wheeler's 
daughter,  but  that  was  not  the  one. 

Q.  One  of  his  sons  married  Wheeler's  daughter! — A.  No,  sir,  one  of  his 
brothers  married  Wheeler's  daughter. 

Q.  State  what  took  place  at  that  time  in  that  room. 

The  Witness.  You  mean  after  the  polls  were  opened  ! 

Mr.  Frye.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  When  the  polls  were  declared  open  and  all  were 
ordered  out  of  the  house  except  the  officers  of  election,  Mr.  Mat- 
thews remarked  that  he  reckoned  he  had  a  right  in  there  as 
he  was  one  of  the  challengers,  and  Mr.  Coxwell  remarked  in  a 
laughing  way  *'  Yes,  brother  Matthews,"  or  something  to  that  effect. 
"Brother  Matthews,  be  seated,"  or  "make  yourself  at  home,*"  I  don't 
recollect  the  exact  words,  but  it  was  something  to  that  amount,  and  he 
stepped  up  and  says,  "I  want  to  vote."  Mr.  Coxwell  took  his  ticket, 
and  after  he  handed  it  to  him  Mr.  Matthews  remarked  to  him,  let  me 
see  it  again  and,  taken  it  back.  Mr.  Coxwell  handed  it  to  him  (Mr. 
Coxwell  had  sort  of  doubled  it  up  to  put  in  the  box),  and  be  held 
it  ap  with  both  hands,  and  said  "that  is  right,"  and  handed  it  back 
to  Mr.  Coxwell.  I  was  running  the  poll-book,  and  my  eyes  were  on  the 
poll-book  to  refer  to  his  name,  to  see  whether  it  was  on  the  x>ollbook, 
and  while  I  was  looking  on  the  poll-book  there  was  a  gun  fired.  I  threw 
my  eyes  up  in  the  direction  of  the  gun — in  the  direction  where  Wheeler 
▼as  standing — and  when  I  threw  my  eyes  there,  be  had  a  gun  in  his 
bauds,  down,  and  looked  like  he  was  reloading  or  unbreeching  the  gun. 
Then  I  threw  my  eyes  on  Matthews,  and  when  I  first  saw  him  he  had 
his  £ace  towards  Wheeler;  in  a  short  time  he  commenced  staggering. 
I  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  counter;  the  ballot-box  was  put  on 
top  of  the  counter;  I  was  on  the  opposite  side,  about  3, 4  or  5  feet  from 
him,  and  when  I  saw  him  stagger  I  thought  I  would  go  to  him  before  he 
fell  and  catch  him,  and  I  ran  under  the  counter,  and  as  I  rose  from  under 
the  counter  he  fell  before  I  could  get  to  him. 

Q.  Prior  to  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews,  had  you  seen  him  talking 
with  Wheeler! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  see  that.  He  came  in  that  morn- 
ing and  spoke  to  Wheeler;  I  recollect  that. 

Q.  He  spoke  to  Wheeler  as  he  came  in! — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  spoke 
friendly,  but  I  didn^t  see  them  have  any  conversation.  After  that  my  back 
was  towards  them,  and  me  and  Coxwell  and  Hamilton  were  unlocking 
the  poll-box  and  papers  and  getting  ready  for  the  election ;  and  there 
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was  a  paper  pasted  od  after  the  last  election  and  I  took  my  knife  oat 
and  scratched  that  off  leisurely,  and  waited  for  Mr.  Morrison  to  come  to 
the  polls,  and  they  were  at  my  back  some  10  or  12  feet  off. 

Q.  Was  there  any  excitable  talk  in  there  before  that  t— A.  I  hearc? 
none. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Matthews  excited  T — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  seem  to  be 
excited  any. 

Q.  Was  there  any  indication  that  there  was  to  be  a  tragedy  thereat 
any  time  f — A.  I  did  not  see  any  at  all. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  shot  taken  from  Mr.  Matthews  t 

The  Witness.  After  he  was  shot  t 

Mr.  Feye.  Yes. 

A.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  shot  taken  from  him. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  many  shot  were  finally  removed  from  Mm  T— 
A.  Twenty-fonr  buck-shot  I  think,  taken  effect. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  buck  shot  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  aoy 
of  the  shot,  but  from  the  size  of  the  holes  I  supposed  it  was  buck-shot, 

Q.  Where  was  the  hole!  A.  One  right  in  under  the  throat  and  the 
other  right  across  the  nipples ;  I  suppose  there  was  a  space  of  3  inches 
between  the  two  loads.  • 

Q.  How  large  were  the  holes  apparently  f — A.  Some  of  them  were 
as  large  as  the  end  of  my  little  finger. 

Q.  So  that  there  were  two  barrels  fired  f — A.  It  seemed  so;  or,  if  there 
was  not  two  barrels,  the  shot  divided.  There  was  a  space  of  about 
3  inches,  I  suppose,  between.  I  did  not  measure  it,  but  I  suppose 
about  that  distance. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  this  crowd  on  Monday  before  the  election  having 
cannon  in  front  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthew's  store! — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  had 
one  across  the  street,  across  the  railroad ;  not  exactly  in  front,  it  was 
sort  of  southwest. 

Q.  Was  it  fired  pointing  towards  the  store! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  fired 
it  once,  pointing  towards  the  store. 

Q.  Did  they  say  anything  about  having  shot  in  it! — A.  I  don't  recol- 
lect as  to  that. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  store  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  standing  and  leaning 
back  againstthe  show-case  when  they  pointed  the  gun,  at  the  time  they 
fired  it  pointing  toward  the  store. 

Q.  Did  you  get  out  of  the  way! — A.  I  got  behind  the  door. 

Q.  Did  you  think  they  were  firing  in  fun  or  in  earnest  f — A.  I  did  not 
know  what  they  were  doing.  I  have  stood  in  front  of  cannon  before.  I 
did  not  know  what  they  were  up  to.  I  did  not  really  think  they  in- 
tended to  do  any  damage,  but  somehow  I  never  liked  to  stand  in  fruut 
of  shooting-irons  of  any  description. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  Wheeler  after  he  killed  Matthews  f — ^A.  I  could 
not  tell  you.  After  he  fell  on  the  floor  and  Isaw  he  was  dead,  there  were 
none  of  his  brothers  there,  and  I  thought  by  his  being  from  the  store 
that  his  brother,  who  was  candidate  for  sheriff,  was  at  the  store.  I  knew 
his  brother,  and  I  had  the  store-keys,  and  I  left  him  there  when  I  went 
up  to  the  polls.  I  thought  his  brother  was  down  there,  and  I  would  let 
his  brother  know  he  was  shot.  Wheeler  was  standing  at  the  side  door 
when  I  went  out,  and  I  never  saw  him  any  more  that  day. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 
Q.  When  and  where  did  you  first  see  the  gun  with  which  Wheels 
shot  Matthews  f 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN  MIS8I8SIPPL  249 

The  Witness.  After  the  shooting  f 

Mr.  Gamebon.  Yes  ^  in  Wheeler's  hands  t 

The  Witness.  Yes,  he  had  it  in  his  hands  standing  near  the  side 
door. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  from  yonr  own  knowledge,  or  from  information  which 
yoa  have  since  that  time  received,  how  the  gun  was  brought  into  the 
room,  or  where  it  was  in  the  room  when  the  polls  were  opened  t — ^A.  No, 
sir  J  I  could  not  say,  for  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  Have  yon  learned  since  t — ^A.  I  did  hear  mmors,  but  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  testify  to  rumors  at  all ;  I  only  propose  to  testify  to  what  I 
actually  saw. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  You  say  you  did  not  think  that  when  they  fired  that  cannon  near 
the  store  there  they  intended  to  do  any  damage  f — ^A.  I  hardly  thought 
80.  As  I  remarked,  I  hardly  thought  they  would ;  but  I  do  not  like  to 
&ce  any  kind  of  shooting-irons. 

Q.  It  was  over  the  railroad  from  the  store  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  across  the 
r&ihx>ad. 

Q.  How  far  distant  from  it  f — A.  About  150  or  175  yards,  or  may  be 
200  yards ;  I  do  not  know  the  exact  distance. 

Napoleon  Dehab  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Feye  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet — Answer.  On  young  Ed.  Brown^s 
pla^ 

Q.  What  beat  f— A.  Beat  3. 

Q.  In  Copiah  County  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  living  there  before  the  last  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  any  armed  men  up  in  your  neighborhood  t — A.  I  don't  know 
about  that ;  there  was  men  there  at  night  with  guns. 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  about  their  coming  to  see  you. — A.  Well,  they 
came  there  to  see  me,  and  came  there  and  taken  me  out  of  my  house. 

Q.  What  night  f — A.  Saturday  night  before  election. 

Q.  What  time  was  itf — A.  It  was  not  quite  midnight,  the  chickens 
hadn't  crowed.  I  had  gone  to  sleep,  and  I  couldn't  exactly  tell ;.  I  was 
in  bed. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  make  any  noise  t — ^A.  I  never  heard  them  until 
they  knocked  at  the  door  and  kicked  the  door  loose.  I  jumped  up  and 
looked  out  of  the  door,  and  I  saw  them  so  close  to  the  door  I  couldn't 
get  out ;  and  I  ran  back  to  the  bed  and  got  between  the  two  bed  ticks. 
Then  they  kicked  the  bottom  of  the  door  open  and  came  in,  and  my  boy 
was  there,  and  told  him  to  make  up  a  light,  and  they  scratched  one 
match  on  the  side  of  the  house,  and  my  boy  was  still  making  up  the 
light,  and  they  ran  to  the  bed  and  said  "  Oh,  we  have  got  you." 

Q.  Did  they  have  guns  then  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  with  the  guns  t — A.  They  held  them  all  over 
me.  I  don't  know  whether  they  allowed  to  shoot  me  or  not,  but  they 
had  them  over  me.  I  laid  there  under  the  bed  tick  until  they  told  me 
to  come  out,  and  I  crawled  out,  and  after  I  crawled  out  they  told  me  to 
run,  and  I  went  to  the  door,  and  I  asked  them  gentlemen  what  I  had 
done  to  run  for,  and  they  said,  "Run,  run."  I  told  them  I  hadn't  done 
nothing  to  run  for.  And  after  I  came  to  the  door,  as  I  got  on  the  door 
step,  one  rode  up  side  of  the  door — it  was  in  the  dark — and  throwed  a 
rope  over  my  neck,  and  I  throwed  up  my  hand  to  knock  it  oflf,  and  he 
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jabbed  me  with  a  gun,  and  told  me  that  if  I  did  that  any  more  they 
would  put  a  hole  through  me,  and  this  man  then  threw  a  rope  over  and 
I  just  let  it  go  over  my  neck. 

Q.  What  then  t — A.  Then  they  taken  me  on  out  to  the  stable,  aboat 
150  yards,  and  made  me  get  down  then,  and  one  hollered  back  to  the 
other  and  asked  him  what  must  he  do  with  me.  The  other  said,  "You 
best  hang  him,"  and  this  one  said,  ^^  Oh,  no ;  ^  and  tlien  they  made  me 
get  down  on  my  knees  and  wallow  and  pray,  and  after  I  done  that  he 
said,  "  Get  up  and  go  on  home,  and  go  to  bed." 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  voting  t— A.  He  said  who  was  1  going  to 
vote  for ;  I  said  for  Matthews  and  Hargrave,  and  he  said  don't  call  Mat- 
thews' name,  vote  for  Hargrave ;  and  he  told  me  if  I  didn't  vote  that 
they  would  have  me  next  Wednesday  night — "  I  will  come  and  see  you 
next  Wednesday  night." 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  to  hold  up  your  hand  and  swear! — A.  Yes, sir; 
he  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  swear  to  do? — ^A.  To  vote  the  Democratic  ticket 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  polls  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  done  just 
like  I  told  them  I  would  do. 

Q.  Did  you  want  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had 
never  voted  one  before  in  my  life. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  there  around  your  house  with  guns!— A.  I 
could  not  tell  yon ;  it  was  dark.  They  scared  me  and  my  wife  and 
children  so  bad  I  couldn't  tell  you  how  many  there  was. 

Q.  Werethereagoodmanyt — A.  Yes,  sir ;  my  house  was  surrounded 
all  around,  but  I  couldn't  say  how  many. 

Q.  Were  they  on  horseback  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  on  horseback ;  I  didn't 
se  ;  any  of  them  walking. 

Q.  Had  you  heard  of  these  men  before,  firing  guns  f — A.  I  heard  guns 
over  towards  Mrs.  King's,  but  I  would  not  say  it  was  them  unless  I  saw 
them.  1  heard  guns  over  there  firing,  and  when  they  came  to  my  house 
then  I  knowed  it  was  somebody;  but  I  didn't  know  who  it  was.  I  could 
not  tell  who  they  was. 

Q.  You  slept  up  home  all  the  time  after  that,  didn't  you! — ^A.  No, 
sir ;  I  slept  in  the  woods. 

Q.  Where  did  your  wife  and  children  sleep  t — ^A.  My  wife  would  go 
in  the  woods  with  my  brother's  wife. 

Q.  Did  your  brother's  wife  sleep  in  the  woods,  too  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
there  wasn't  one  of  us  at  home. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  sleep  in  the  woods  ? — A.  My  wife  and  children 
staid  in  the  woods  until  Tuesday  night  after  election. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  the  woods t — A.  Me:  I  never  went 
home.  I  would  almost  hate  to  see  when  the  sun  went  down,  because  I 
had  to  go  in  the  woods. 

Q.  What  happened  to  the  negroes  generally  in  that  neighborhood; 
did  they  sleep  in  the  woods  % — A.  Yes,  sir,  so  far  as  I  knows  of  them ; 
I  can  hear  them  say  they  staid  in  the  woods.    I  know  where  I  staid. 

Q.  Were  the  people  frightened  around  there t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  as  fiur 
as  I  could  hear  of  them  they  were  saying  they  were  frightened;  I 
didn't  know  for  certain. 

William  Robertson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Frye  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  t — ^Answer.  I  live  in  Oopiah  County, 
Mississippi. 
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Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there! — A.  I  have  lived  there  about 
forty  or  forty-five  years. 

Q.  Were  you  bom  in  Mississippi! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  born  in  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army! — ^A.  I  was;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics! — A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Birdsong's  store  last  election  day! — A.  I  can't  say 
whether  I  was  or  not.  I  might  have  been  or  might  not  have  been;  I 
was  frequently  there. 

Q.  You  know  Birdsong! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  his  store! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  do  some  trading  there  on  election  day! — ^A.  If  I  did 
I  don't  recollect  it. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  being  at  Birdsong's  store  and  hearing  the 
crack  of  a  gun  on  election  morning  and  Birdsong  saying,  "There,  they 
have  killed  Matthews F — A.  Ko,  sir;  I  never  heard  anything  of  it.  I 
never  heard  that  gun  fired  at  all.  I  know  that  I^was  not  in  Birdsong's 
store  when  Matthews  was  killed;  I  know  that.  I  might  have  been  in 
there  during  the  day,  but  I  was  not  in  there  at  the  time  he  was  killed. 

Q.  Are  you  coroner! — A.  I  was  at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  an  inquest  over  Matthews  ! — A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  about  it! — A.  I  went  up  there  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  an  inquest  over  him,  and  I  was  advised  by  several  parties 
that  there  was  so  much  confusion  there  among  the  women  that  they 
would  not  do  it;  that  they  did  not  tliink  it  was  necessary  any  way,  for 
we  all  knew  that  he  was  shot  and  killed,  and  the  only  thing  it  would  be 
necessary  to  know  was  who  killed  him,  who  did  it,  when  Mr.  Ware 
spoke  up  and  says,  "I  am  told  that  Wheeler  says  he  done  it";  and  I 
would  not  go  any  further  about  the  inquest  at  all.  1  was  advised  by 
others— a  couple  of  lawyers — that  they  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
to  hold  an  inquest. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Wheeler! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  that  day. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  if  he  did  it! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  !— A.  He  said  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  a  coroner's  verdict ! — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  made  out  a  state- 
mcDt  of  what  I  did  and  what  I  heard  in  all  these  things. 

Q.  ^ee  if  this  is  it.  In  theCopiahian  of  the  10th  instant — ^that  is,  the 
10th  of  November — ^is  the  following:  '*  Verdict  in  the  Matthews  case:  In 
regard  to  the  killing  of  J.  P.  Matthews,  it  was  suggested  to  me  by  T.  P. 
Ware  that  I  bad  better  have  a  jury  of  inquest  over  the  body.  Before 
summoning  the  jury  I  was  told  that  Wheeler  did  not  deny  the  act.  I 
saw  him,  and  he  told  me  he  had  done  it,  and  I  could  make  out  my  ver- 
dict that  way.    William  Kobertson,  coroner.''    Is  that  it ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  Robinson  or  Bobertson  ! — A.  Kobertson. 

Q.  Who  was  T.  P.  Ware  ! — A.  He  is  a  merchant  there,  a  partner  of 
Mr.  Parks. 

Q.  Mr.  Ware  was  a  Democrat,  wasn't  he! — A.  I  suppose  so.  I  do  not 
know  what  he  is. 

Q.  There  was  no  viewing  or  examination  of  the  body  by  a  coroner  ! — 
A.  I  went  and  looked  at  the  body  myself.  I  did  not  take  any  jury 
there  at  all.    I  went  down  myself  to  look  at  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  wounds  ! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them  through  his 
shirt  I  did  not  open  his  shirt ;  I  s^w  the  specks  of  blood  through  the 
shirt 
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By  Mr.  Gahebon  : 

Q.  Wlio  besides  Ware  advised  yoa  not  to  hold  an  inquest  on  the 
body  f — A.  I  think  Dodds  &  Harris,  as  not  being  necessary  at  all 

Q.  Who  are  Dodds  &  Harris  t — A.  There  is  Mr.  Dodds  right  there 
[indicating],  and  Mr.  Harris  is  another  lawyer,  his  partner. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  Is  it  the  Mr.  Dodds  who  is  writing  here  at  the  table  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Oameeon  : 

Q.  Are  they  Democrats  or  Independents  f — A.  They  are  Democrats, 
I  suppose. 

Q.  You  know  they  are  Democrats,  do  you  notf — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think 
I  know  that. 

Q.  When  did  they  advise  you  not  to  hold  an  inquest ;  I  mean  Dodds 
&  Harris  Y — A.  Right  then  at  that  time,  within  a  few  minutes  of  the 
time  he  was  killed  :  within  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour, 
probably.  They  did  ilot  advise  me  to  not  do  it,  but  they  did  not  think 
it  was  necessary  to  do  it,  knowing  all  the  facts  as  they  did ;  that  it  was 
an  expense  to  the  county  for  nothing. 

Q.  Was  that  the  reason  they  assigned  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  There  was  no.  attempt  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Dodds  or  anybody  to 
conceal  the  fact  that  Wheeler  had  killed  Matthews  ? — A.  Oh,  no,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  not  actuated  partly  by  the  fact  that  it  would  be  a  dis- 
turbance to  the  family  of  Matthews  to  go  there,  and  it  was  unnecessary 
because  the  fact  was  known  that  Wheeler  had  killed  him  ! — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  general  character  of  the  Democrats 
of  that  county  ! — A.  I  think  I  am. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  Democrats  of  that  county,  I 
mean  the  large  body  of  the  Democratic  voters  of  that  county.  Are 
they  peaceable  and  quiet  and  good  citizens  generally  t — A.  I  should 
think  they  were  just  as  good  citizens  aud  as  good  men  as  could  be  found 
anywhere,  a  big  majority  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  or  have  you  any  reason  for  believing  that  any  large 
number  of  the  Democrats  of  that  county  approved  of  the  violence  of 
Wheeler  towards  Matthews,  of  the  action  of  Wheeler  in  killing  Mat- 
thews ;  do  you  think  the  large  number  of  people  approved  and  encour- 
aged his  killing  ! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  did.  There  are  veiy 
few  that  approve  of  the  doings  of  that  crowd,  I  think. 

Q.  How  many  persons  were  in  this  crowd  or  mob  as  they  call  it,  of  law- 
less men  that  were  going  about  through  that  county;  how  many  were 
engaged  in  that,  do  you  suppose? — A.  1  really  could  not  tell  you. 
They  passed  right  along  by  my  door;  I  was  sitting  out  on  a  bench  and 
saw  them.  I  think  I  heard  it  spoken  about  seventy-five  armed  men— 
seventy-five  men  on  horseback.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  how  many 
there  were ;  there  might  have  been  more  or  less.  There  was  a  pretty 
smart  crowd  of  them. 

Q.  You  do  know  that  a  large  part  of  the  Democratic  party  of  that 
county  were  not  armed  men  going  about  armed  through  that  county!— 
A.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  a  good  majority. 

Q.  I  understand  there  are  about  2,000  or  2,500  Democrats  in  that 
county.  What  proportion  would  this  mob  bear  to  the  general  number 
of  the  Democrats  t — A.  K  there  are  2,500  in  the  county  I  should  think 
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that  there  would  be  2,300  of  them  that  were  not  armed  at  least,  and 
probably  more  than  that  5  I  will  siiy  that  many  anyway. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  character  of  Mr.  Matthews;  was  he  a  man  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  asing  violent  language  at  times  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he 
was. 

Q.  Had  he  rendered  himself  objectionable  to  some  persons  of  that 
county  because  of  his  violence! — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  many. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Ware  an  intimate  Mend  of  Mr.  Matthews  and  his 
family  t — A.  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Connected  by  marriage  with  them,  was  he  not  t — A.  Yes,  sir  j 
Park  Ware  was. 

Q.  Was  he  not  with  the  family  immediately  after  the  killing  of  Mr. 
Matthews  f — A.  They  went  over  there  that  day. 

Q.  When  he  told  you  that  Wheeler  admitted  the  killing  of  Matthews 
did  he  not  suggest  to  you  not  to  hold  an  inquest  because  he  did  not 
wish  the  families  to  be  disturbed  and  annoyed,  the  women  f — A.  As  well 
as  I  recollect  this  was  his  remark :  "  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  necessary  at 
all ;  the  women  all  are  there  now  and  everything  is  in  great  confasion, 
and  we  all  know  and  everybody  knows  here  how  he  was  killed,  and  the 
only  thing  that  is  neieessary  to  know  of  the  fact  is  who  did  it,  and  I 
suppose  that  Wheeler  don't  deny  it." 

Q.  And  you  afterwards  saw  Wheeler  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  and  saw 
Wheeler  and  told  him  what  was  proposed  to  me  to  ao.  "  Well,''  he 
says,  **Bill,  you  need  not  go  any  further  with  that;  I  done  it,  and  you 
can  make  out  your  verdict  in  that  way." 

Q.  And  Mr.  Ware  as  a  friend  of  the  family  and  the  women,  did  not 
care  to  have  them  disturbed  t — ^A.  I  suppose  not. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  In  Mississippi  ander  the  law  when  there  has  been  a  homicide  and 
the  coroner  finds  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  homicide,  what  is  his 
doty  then! — A.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  know  his  duty. 

Q.  Is  it  not  his  duty  to  commit  at  once  to  jailt — ^A.  Well,  but  Mr. 
Wheeler  was  put  under  bond  before  I  saw  him ;  he  was  arrested  by 
the  sheriff  and  had  given  bonds  before  I  saw  him. 

Q.  He  was  arrested  by  the  sheriff  t — A.  He  went  and  gave  himself 
np  to  the  sheriff  immediately  after  doing  the  shooting,  as  I  understand 
it,  and  he  was  up  there  near  the  court-house  when  I  went  to  see  him, 
and  I  was  told  that  he  had  given  bonds. 

Q.  In  what  sum,  do  you  know! — A.  I  think  it  was  $6,000. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  the  bondsmen  were  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they  f — A.  L.  F.  Birdsong,  Bud  Higdon,  and  I  think 
Mr.  Ware- 

Q.  Was  it  not  Ellis  instead  of  Ware  t — ^A.  Very  likely  it  was. 

Q.  Were  they  all  Democrats  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Prominent  men  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  as  much  so  as  there  is  in 
the  State  I  reckon. 

Q.  Do  they  belong  to  the  wing  of  the  Democratic  party  whom  you  sa> 
disapprove  of  the  mob's  proceedings  there t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  they 
disapprove  of  it*  for  I  have  heard  them  say  so. 

Q.  So  that  wnen  the  bail  was  taken  there  had  been  no  investiga- 
tion t— A.  No,  sir;  there  never  has  been  any  investigation. 

Q.  The  grand  jury  was  in  session  at  that  time,  was  it  nott — ^A.  No, 
^f  I  think  it  was  adjourned. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  know  whether  Mr.  Birdsong's  sons  played  m  the  band 
there  after  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  t — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that 
they  did ;  I  do  not  know  nothing  abont  it ;  I  never  heard  no  band. 

Q.  Does  his  brother-in-law,  Stapleton,  stay  in  the  store  with  him!~ 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  play  in  the  band  after  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed!— A.  I 
never  heard  any  band  at  all  that  day. 

Q.  Where  were  yoa  t — A.  In  the  hotel ;  1  was  keeping  a  hotel  there. 

Q.  Are  yon  the  keeper  of  the  hotel  there  f — ^A.  I  was  at  that  time; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  the  long  resolutions  were  passed  at  Uie 
meeting  there! — A.  I  don't  know  nothing  about  that  in  the  world. 

By  the  Chairman; 

Q.  Do  you  reckon  the  persons  who  were  in  that  company,  whatever 
the  number  of  it  was,  as  among  the  persons  you  think  disapprove  or 
approve  the  killing  of  Matthews  ! — ^A.  I  think  that  most  of  them  disap- 
proved it.    1  never  have  heard  nary  a  man  say  that  he  approved  it 

Q.  And  you  count  them ;  you  say  that  the  Democrats  of  that  county 
are  generally  people  of  good  character  and  law-abiding  citizens  !— A 
I  do. 

Q.  And  you  count  the  greater  portion  of  that  company  who  rode  about 
there  as  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens ;  do  you  include  in  that  com- 
pany these  one  hundred  and  fitty  or  two  hundred  persons  ! — ^A.  There 
were  some  as  good  men  in  it  as  any  in  the  county  or  in  the  State. 

Q.  So  that  the  persons  who  rode  abont  in  that  crowd  were  of  the  same 
character  as  the  general  Democracy  of  the  county,  which  you  say  is  ex- 
cellent, in  your  judgment ! — A.  Some  was  and  some  was  not  There 
were  some  good  men  in  the  crowd  that  I  would  just  as  soon  iisk  my  life 
in  their  hands  as  not. 

Q.  Name  the  good  men  in  the  crowd  that  you  think  were  fair  sped- 
mens  of  the  Democracy  of  the  county,  if  you  think  they  were. — A  I  do 
not  know  whom  I  could  name  but  what  was  a  good  man. 

By  Mr.  CAMERON : 
Q.  Give  the  names  of  them,  if  you  can. — ^A.  Well,  a  man  named 
Hartley ;  he  is  a  good  man,  as  good  a  citizen  a«  there  is  in  Copiah 
County. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  went  to  any  of  these  negro  houses  and 
took  part  in  the  whipping  and  shooting  of  the  negroes! — A.  I  do  not 
know  where  that  crowd  went  or  nothing  in  the  world  about  them. 

Q.  Go  on. — A.  Emmett  Spencer  and  Henry  Spencer  are  good  men, 
and  Jesse  Thompson. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 
Q.  Do  you  mean  Jesse  Thompson,  jr.,  the  young  man  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
John  Stames,  I  think  he  was  in  it.    He  is  an  old  man. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  he  a  religious  man  ! — ^A.  He  pretends  to  be;  he  belongs  to  the 
church. 

Q.  How  is  Mr.  Ras  Wheeler ;  is  he  a  good  man ! — A.  Well,  Bas 
Wheeler  is  rather  a  wild,  reckless  kind  of  fellow. 

Q.  You  call  him  on  the  whole  a  good  man,  a  noble  man  on  the  whole!— 
A.  ;No,  sir;  I  don't. 
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Q.  (Jo  on  with  some  of  the  other  men. — A.  I  have  seen  a  heap  better 
men  in  my  opinion  than  Wheeler.  I  don't  hardly  know  who  to  go  on 
to,  there  were  so  many  in  it. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  any  others  except  those  ? — A.  I  might  possibly 
mention  somebody  who  was  not  in  the  crowd.  I  don't  hardly  know 
who  was  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  Well^  you  know  a  good  many  whom  you  do  now  remember  there 
who  were  in  the  crowd  f — A.  I  reckon  I  know  as  many  men  in  Copiah 
Coonty  as  any  man  living. 

Q.  And  a  great  many  of  them  came  to  your  hotel  that  day,  did  they 
not! — A.  No,  sir;  nary  a  one  of  them.  Wheeler  came  there  and  asked 
me — no ;  they  didnt  come  there.  They  might  have  come  around  about 
the  hotel,  but  nary  a  one  of  them  came  there  to  get  dinner. 

Q.  Or  to  get  anything  to  drink  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  keep  anything 
stronger  than  water  and  cofiee. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  others  of  these  good  men  who  were  around 
in  that  crowd  on  those  days ;  the  names  of  any  of  them  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
don't  believe  I  will  mention  any  others,  for  I  might  mention  a  man  that 
was  not  in  the  crowd.    I  do  not  know  who  was  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anybody  in  that  crowd  whom  you  think  were  not 
good  men  ? — ^A..  Well,  there  was  some  wild  boys  in  that  crowd — wild^ 
youDg  men ;  they  were  average  men  for  the  country,  but  they  were  not 
what  I  would  call  good  moral  citizens.    They  were  the  wild  fellows, 
who  didn't  care  much,  and  didn't  think  many  times  what  they  were  at. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  they  were  average  men  of  the  coun- 
try !— A.  There  was  nothing  bad  about  them.  I  do  not  know  a  man  in 
the  crowd  that  there  was  anything  bad  about;  nary  a  one.  Not  one, 
except  Wheeler. 

Q.  I  wanted  to  know  whether  you  included  them  in  this  character  of 
the  Democrats  of  Copiah  County;  whether  these  were  a  type! — ^A.  I 
considered  the  big  end  of  that  crowd  as  good  men  as  there  was  in  Copiah 
ConDty ;  the  big  end  of  them  was  as  good  men  as  can  be  got  in  that 
county. 

Q.  After  the  shooting,  and  after  Hargrave  had  arrested  Wheeler^  did 
he  let  him  go  with  his  gun  f — A.  He  kept  his  gun  all  day ;  he  didn't 
arrest  him  at  all ;  Wheeler  went  and  gave  himself  up. 

Q.  Did  he  not  take  him  into  custody  ! — A.  He  gave  bond  right  away. 

Q.  Before  whom  T — A.  I  do  not  know  who. 

Q.  What  magistrate  or  tribunal  received  the  bond  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
who  did  that 

Q.  But  his  gun  was  not  out  of  his  hand  all  day ;  he  kept  his  gun  all 
day  t — A.  Yes,  I  think  he  kept  his  gun  all  day ;  I  know  he  did. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  When  you  speak  about  these  men  who  were  in  the  country,  you  do 
not  know  who  were  visiting  negro  houses  or  anybody  elset — A.  No,  sir; 
nothing  in  the  world ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  approve  of  any  such  thing  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not,  of 
course. 

Q.  And  you  are  satisfied  that  the  very  great  number,  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  the  Democratic  party,  does  not  approve  of  these  things  f — A. 
1  es ;  I  am  satisfied  of  that  perfectly.  There  are  a  very  few  that  does.. 
I  have  never  heard  a  single  man  say  he  approved  it ;  nary  a  one. 

Q.  Are  there  not  in  all  parties  in  your  county,  both  parties  in  your 
oonnty,  some  bad  men  as  well  as  a  great  many  good  men  f — A.  Yes,  sirf 
and  in  all  other  counties. 
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Q.  You  say  Bad  Higdon  was  one  of  the  bondsmen  of  Wheeler  1—A« 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  or  not  Wheeler's  father-in-law  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is. 

Q.  Is  he  not  a  man  of  substance  and  property  in  that  county  t—-A. 
Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Eegarded  as  a  man  in  fine  circumstances,  is  he  not  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir: 
just  about  as  well  as  any  man  in  that  county.  I  reckon  he  can  coDtrol 
as  much  cash  money  as  any  man  in  it. 

Q.  He  is  a  quiet,  peaceable  citizen  himself t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  entirely 
so;  a  good  member  of  the  church,  and  I  believe  a  religious  man. 

By  the  Ohaibman  : 

Q.  Werenottwoof  Higdon's  sons  in  that  mob t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
they  were ;  I  am  satisfied  they  were. 

Q.  And  they  were  among  the  good  men  you  speak  oft — ^A.  Well, 
they  are  good  boys.  I  do  not  believe  they  would  do  anything  that  is 
wrong  at  all  in  any  way. 

Q.  Did  you  know  a  single  Democratic  office-holder  in  that  coautj 
who  refused  to  take  his  office  because  the  election  was  carried  by  these 
means  Y 

The  Witness.  Who  reftised  to  take  his  office  after  he  was  elected 
this  last  term  f 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  disapprobation  did  not  extend  that  far  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
of  any. 

Q.  How  many  persons  met  in  the  company  that  passed  the  resolutions 
after  the  murder  of  Mr.  Matthews  f — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
that ;  nothing  in  the  world. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  as  a  matter  of  common  information,  just  as  yoa 
know  the  character  of  the  Democratic  party,  that  there  was  a  meeting 
held  at  Hazlehurst,  which  passed  resolutions  afterwards  saying  that  if 
any  of  the  Matthews  family  attempted  to  do  anything  about  tins  they 
would  hold  them  responsible,  &c.  f — ^A.  I  heard  such  talk,  but  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  it.    I  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  it  jast  as  you  know  the  character  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party — by  the  common  speech  of  people  there  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not  know  it  that  way. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  know  how  large  a  company  this  was — ^that  meet- 
ing!— A.  Fo,  sir ;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  And  whether  they  were  composed  or  not  of  the  good  men  whom 
yon  have  described  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  anything  ateut  nary  a  man 
that  was  in  it.    I  do  not  know  nothing  at  all  about  it. 

F.  M.  BuFKiN  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Qaestion.  Where  do  you  live  t — Answer.  In  district  SyOopiahOoontf, 
Mississippi. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t — A.  About  forty-one  years ;  aH 
my  life.  * 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  served  in  tito 
Confederate  army  about  four  years. 

(j.  What  is  your  politics  t — A.  I  am  a  Bepublican. 

Q.  Have  you  been  treasurer  of  the  county  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Wh^it — A.  I  was  elected  in  1873,  and  seryed  daring  the  years 
1874  and  1875,  bat  went  oat  in  Janaary,  1876. 

Q.  Are  the  treasurers  elected  by  the  people? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoa  remember  what  your  majority  in  the  county  wast — A.  I 
do  not  remember ;  I  think  about  one  hundred. 

Q.  At  the  last  election  you  were  supervisor  in  beat  3 1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  are  the  supervisors  selected  Y — A.  There  are  five  supervisors' 
districts.  One  supervisor  from  each  district  is  elected  by  the  voters 
torn  that  supervisor's  district. 

Q.  When  were  you  elected  supervisor  T — ^A.  I  was  elected  in  1881. 

Q.  And  how  long  do  you  continue  in  office  Y — A.  Two  years. 

Q.  What  was  your  vote  in  beat  3  as  supervisor  at  the  time  you  were 
elected  f — A.  I  could  not  give  the  vote  exactly. 

Q.  How  large  a  mpjority,  about  f-— A.  In  the  neighborhood  of  150. 

Q.  One  hundred  and  fifty  majority  in  beat  3  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  candidate  this  year  for  supervisor  fr-A.  Yes,  sir;  last 
fall  I  was,  at  the  last  election. 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  you  get  in  beat  3  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  you 
liow  many  I  got. 

Q.  How  many  were  counted  f — ^A.  I  think  about  72  votes  in  the  whole 
district 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  you  get  the  election  before  that,  in  number  f — 
A.  I  got  in  the  neighborhood  of  500.  It  might  have  been  a  little  over, 
or  a  few  votes  under.    I  could  not  give  the  exact  vote. 

Q.  Had  you  canvassed  the  county  of  Copiah  t— A.  I  had,  pretty  thor- 
oughly, districts. 

Q.  Beat3f~A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Prior  to  this  last  election  had  there  been  an  increase  of  the  inde- 
pendent vote,  or  a  decrease  f — A.  There  had  been  an  increase. 

Q.  In  beat  3,  how  were  the  white  men  divided  in  politics  by  yoor 
la»i  canvass  t — A.  I  think  the  white  vote  was  pretty  equally  divided  in 
my  district  last  fall,  or  would  have  been  on  a  full  vote  in  Copiah  County. 
1  think  the  vote  would  have  been  pretty  evenly  divided. 

Q*  Had  there  been  an  increase  on  year  side  fron  the  whites? — ^A. 
Tes,  sir;  there  had. 

Q.  Where  do  yoa  live;  near  what  voting  placet — A.  I  live  near 
Spencer's  Mill.    I  vote  at  Spencer's  Mill ;  that  is  my  precinct. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  this  reign  of  terror  which  was  inauga- 
rated  there  and  continued  for  about  two  weeks  before  election  f — ^A. 
Well,  I  know  this.  I  know  there  was  a  perfect  reign  of  terror  in  my 
neighborhood ;  in  uiy  districli.  I  know  there  were  armed  bodies  of  men 
hdiug  to  and  fro  all  through  the  district. 

Q.  liTight  or  day  t— A.  Night  and  day. 

Q.  And  firing  gansf — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  On  Friday  night,  about  sun- 
down, my  brother,  who  is,  and  always  has  been,  a  Democrat,  and  I 
wippose  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election,  came  to  my 
boiue.  My  wife,  however,  is  an  invalid,  and  had  gone.  I  have  an  in- 
valid  wife  and  eight  little  children.  They  had  gone,  and  he  came  to  my 
house  and  asked  me  where  my  family  was,  and  I  told  him  they  had  gone 
to  Mrs.  Bondarant's  to  see  her ; .  she  lives  near  Matthews's  store.  He 
says,  "  If  1  were  in  your  place  I  would  leave  the  county  for  the  present" 
I  said,  "  Why  f "  "  Well,"  he  said,  "they  are  going  to  kill  you  all  out  j 
I  come  right  from  Spencer's  Mill ; "  and  went  on  and  told  who  was 
there,  and  told  about  two  captains  of  election  and  a  m^jor  that  evea- 
iBg;  Weeks  was  one  of  the  captains,  and  W.  W.  Womackj  and  he  went 
on  and  told  me  what  they  said  they  were  going  to  do.  I  said,  "Not  a 
1668  CONG— CO 17  ^.g,.^^,  ,y  (^OOgle 


258  ALLEGED   ELECTION  OUTRAGES   IN  MIS8I8SIPPL 

word  of  that  is  tme ;  if  I  wae  going  to  steal  a  horse  I  would  not  tell  yon 
of  it,  and  if  they  were  going  to  do  what  they  said  they  never  would 
have  told  you."  Bnt  he  said,  ^<  I  know  they  are  going  to  do  it  Bill 
Womack  had  taken  roe  out  He  is  a  coasin  of  mine  by  marriage ;  be 
married  in  the  Bof  kin  i^mily."  He  said,  "  I  know  he  told  me  the 
tmth.    He  was  driving,'^  he  says,  "  at  the  time.'' 

Q.  Did  be  say  what  he  told  him  what  they  were  going  to  do  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it! — ^A.  He  said,  "They  were  going  to  Ras Matthews's 
«tore  and  kill  out  the*Matthews  and  run  the  negroes  out  of  district  3;^ 
that  they  were  not  going  to  allow  the  negroes  to  vote,  and  he  UAd  me, 
***  You  cannot  vote,  and  then  they  are  coming  here."  That  was  on  Fri- 
day  night.  And  I  said,  "They  are  not  coming  here.''  I  staid  aU night 
at  home,  and  he  staid  with  me.  One  of  my  brothers,  he  said,  was  in  the 
crowd  out  there.  "I  begged  him,"  he  said,  "not  to  go  with  them,  and 
he  says  he  is  going  with  them,  and  if  they  come  to  your  house  he  is 
going  to  come  on  and  let  you  know."  That  was  Joe  Buf  kin.  We  sat 
up  pretty  well  all  night,  and  of  course  the  next  morning  I  was  anxioas 
to  hear  what  I  could  hear.  When  we  got  up  we  had  a  snack  of  break- 
fast, and  started  out  to  see  what  we  could  hear,  and  we  heard  aboat 
this  crowd ;  I  do  not  remember  who  told  us  about  the  crowd  being  at 
Bas  Matthews's  store  and  shooting  into  the  store.  Well,  I  knew  my 
family  was  there,  and  I  first  thought  1  would  go  out.  I  told  him  I  kuew 
it  was  not  so  if  it  had  been  I  would  have  heard  it;  I  knew  my  famfly 
would  have  sent  me  word.  He  went  on  home  that  nighti  Sat^irday 
night,  and  I  went  back  to  GofPs  store.  We  were  to  have  a  meeting 
there  that  night  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  this  crowd  of  bulldozers 
or  mob  from  coming  through  our  neighborhood.  They  had  sent  word 
they  were  coming,  but  when  I  went  there  (we  were  to  meet  there)— 
when  I  got  there  there  was  no  one  there,  but  I  staid  until  the  crowd 
came. 

Q.  What  crowd ;  the  Democratic  crowd  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  mob. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  of  them  then  f — A.  I  saw,  I  suppose,  aboat 
three  hundred  men :  there  might  have  been  more. 

Q.  Mounted  men T— A.  Yes,  sir;  mounted. 

Q.  Armed  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  whatf — A.  Double-barreled  shot-guns  and  pistols. 

Q.  What  took  place  there;  anythingf — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  came  up  and 
formed  out  in  front  of  the  store.  I  was  on  the  gallery  at  the  time.  One 
of  the  parties  just  remarktf  d  to  an  outsider  that  they  were  going  to  shoot 
into  the  store  and  burn  it  up;  that  Frank  Buf  kin  was  inside  of  the  store. 
A  young  man,  son  of  Colonel  Jones,  came  to  me  and  told  me  if  he  were 
in  my  place  he  would  go  off  the  gallery;  that  he  would  not  be  the  cause 
of  having  the  house  burned  up.  I  stepped  o£f  the  gallery  smd  Mr. 
Dunbar  came  along  and  we  walked  o£f  a  piece,  and  we  went  into  the 
woods,  and  he  said,  "You  had  better  lay  down;"  andlsaid,  "No;  IwooM 
go  back  and  hear  what  I  could  hear."  The  first  crowd  that  came  was 
about  seventy-five  or  one  hundred.  By  that  time  there  was  two  hundred 
and  fifty,  three  hundred,  or  may  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  men.  They 
called  on  Joe  Bailey  to  make  a  speech,  but  I  don't  know  that  Joe  Bailey 
was  there. 

Q.  Did  he  make  a  speech f — A.  No,  sir;  he  didn't 

Q.  What  else f — A.  Some  one  excused  himself,  and  they  called  on  two 
or  three  others,  and  finally  called  on  Bas  Wheeler  to  make  a  speedi,  and 
he  got  up  on  a  box  and  made  a  speech. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  f — A.  I  cannot  repeat  all  that  he  said. 
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Q.  Tell  Q8  about  what  he  said. — A.  I  think  the  way  he  started  ont 
wa8,  he  said  "  We  do  not  come  out  here  to  hurt  anybody;  we  do  not  want 
to  hart  anybody,  but,'^  he  says,  "  I  will  tell  you  what  we  are  going  to 
do.''  He  had  a  cap  or  hat  on  as  long  as  that  pipe  [tndicatingj.  He 
said,  ^^  We  are  going  to  carry  district  3.^  That  was  when  he  first  oegan. 
Afterwards,  though,  he  said  he  was  going  to  electioneer  the  negroes,  and 
if  they  could  not  pursnade  them  to  vote  with  them,  they  were  going  to 
kill  oat  the  leaders  and  make  the  negroes  vote  with  them ;  or  words  to 
that  effect    I  could  not  repeat  the  language  exactly. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  at  home  nights  during  this  time  t — ^A.  Part  of  the 
nights  I  staid  at  home. 

Q.  How  many  nights  did  you  stay  away  ft'om  home  t— A.  I  staid 
away  from  home  the  biggest  part  of  every  night  for  three  or  four  weeks. 
1  rode.  Whenever  the  sun  began  to  go  down  I  always  got  my  horse 
and  saddled  him.  The  saddle  was  not  off  my  horse  for  a  night  for  at 
least  four  weeks. 

Q.  Did  you  expect  this  crowd  all  the  time  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  been  warned  over  and  over  again  that  they  were  after 
yoaf— A.  Yes,  sir,  I  bad. 

Q.  Had  you  been  active  in  politics  t — ^A.  Well,  yes,  sir.  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Republican  committee,  and  was  at  that  time,  and  I  am 
yet  a  member  of  the  district  Congressional  committee. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect  upon  that  whole  section  of  country  of  these 
nightly  raids  and  firings,  &c.  t 

The  Witness.  The  effect  on  the  colored  people  t 

Mr.  Fbye.  Yes. 

A.  Oh,  well,  it  demoralized  the  colored  x>eople  and  demoralized  most 
of  the  white  people.  The  colored  people  taken  to  the  woods.  On  Mon- 
day evening  before  the  election  I  got  a  note.  I  do  not  remember  who 
seot  me  the  note,  but  I  got  it  on  Sunday  at  any  rate,  and  worked  all 
day  Monday  in  order  to  get  the  colored  people  out  I  knew  they  were 
in  the  woods.  The  note  came  &om  Mr.  H.  B.  Ormon  to  me.  He  told 
me,  he  says  ^'  Their  work  is  done  now ;  if  we  can  get  the  negroes  out  to 
tote  we  can  carry  the  election.'*  But  he  says,  "  We  have  .got  to  work 
from  now  until  Tuesday  morning  in  order  to  get  them  ouf  On  Mon* 
day  1  started  on  my  horse  and  rode  all  day,  and  after  2  or  3  o'clock  I 
could  not  find  a  negro  in  his  house,  and  didn't  find  one. 

Q.  Were  they  in  the  woods  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  women  in  the  woods,  too  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  not 
at  home,  and  I  suppose  they  were  in  the  woods. 

Q.  Did  you  go  up  to  the  polling  place  election  day  yourself  t — A. 
Tee,  sir. 

Q^  To  Spencer's  Mill  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  there! — ^A.  I  suppose  I  went  there  about 
9  o'clock,  as  near  as  I  can  come  at  it 

Q.  Did  the  colored  men  come  there  and  vote  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  there  t — A.  I  think  I  staid  there  until 
aboat  12  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  and  young  Matthews  promise  them  protection  and  stand 
there  t^A.  Yes,  sirj  we  did. 

Q.  You  stood  there  and  saw  that  they  had  the  right  to  vote? — ^A. 
Tea,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  yon  not  stay  there  the  balance  of  the  day  t — A.  I  was 
advised  to  leave.  We  had  a  little  difficulty  there  just  about  12  o^clook. 
Everyttiing  went  off  peaceably  and  quietly  until  just  about  12  o'clock. 
Mr.  Matthews  lived  within  about  100  yards  of  the  polling  place.    Hot 
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eame  to  me  and  says,  ^^Die  vote  iB  about  all  in ;  let  as  oome  home  and 
get  dinner.''  I  said  <^  All  right."  Myaelf  aod  him  and  Mr.  Minchen 
weut  over  to  his  hoase  and  laid  off  our  overcoats.  I  bad  not  taken  a 
seat  when  there  was  a  young  man  oame  from  the  precinet  amd  said, 
^*  You  boys  ought  not  to  have  left  the  polls;  they  are  rising  thunder 
with  D.  C.  Barlow^  an  Independent^"  and  he  says,  ^'They  want  yon  to 
comedown."  I  picked  up  myoverooat  and  we  all  went  backdown 
there.  When  I  got  there  I  walked  up  to  Mr.  Barlow  and  asked  him 
what  was  the  matter,  and  he  said,  ^^  Yon  ibllows  go  on  and  let  me  atone." 
fie  says,  ^^  It  is  all  settled."  And  Bob  I^Uman,  an  old  gentleman*  said, 
"Don't  have  any  difBculty."  I  said,  "I  don't  want  any  difficulty;  I 
am  after  peace  myself,"  and  he  and  I  sat  down  and  Mr.  Matthews  walked 
np  to  Mr.  Baiiow;  I  don't  know  what  eouversation  they  had,  but  the 
first  I  knew  of  the  difficulty  the  marshal  ran  out  with  a  pistol  and 
jabbed  it  against  somebody.  He  had  the  pistol  cocked  and  some  one 
jabbed  it  against  his  side,  and  Minchen  ran  up  to  protect  his  friend 
Matthews,  I  suppose,  and  from  that  two  <Nr  three  started  up  with  their 
pistols.  There  were  no  guns  there,  but  the  majority  of  tlie  Democrats 
went  to  Spencer's  house  and  he  came  out  with  a  double-barreled  shot- 
gun. I  was  a  peace  officer,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  keep  the  peace,  and 
I  went  and  commanded  the  peace,  and  Mr.  Matthews  told  me  if  I  said 
so  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  but  he  said  he  was  not  going  to  be  ran 
over. 

Q.  How  much  longer  did  you  stay  there  t — ^A.  Well,  when  I  got  there 
Saturday,  Ed.  Matthews  said,  <^  I  will  go  home  now;  let  us  go  and  get  oar 
dinner."  I  said,  ^<  No,  you  get  away  from  here,  Ed."  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  excitement,  and  old  man  Jesse  Thompson  said,  ^^  If  yon  will  keep 
Ed.  Matthews  away  from  here  we  will  have  peace."  I  said,  ^  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  Ed.  Matthews;  I  didn't  bring  him  here;  he  lives 
here,  and  I  am  not  going  to  take  him  away  from  here."  I  had  been 
warned,  however,  that  there  was  a  gentlen^n  in  the  house  with  adoublC' 
barreled  shotgun,  and  be  thought  it  was  his  bosinese  to  kill  mo— a  man 
who  didn't  vote  there  at  ail ;  h^  voting  precinct  was  at  Tailholt,  aboni 
9  miles  trom  there.  That  was  Dr.  McCallum.  I  then  asked  pemia 
9ioa  of  the  inspectors  to  be  allowed  to  go  up  inside  of  the  house  where 
fhey  were  voting  and  they  granted  me  permission,  and  I  walked  up  to 
Mr.  Higdon,  one  of  the  Democratic  inspector,  and  asked  him  how  the 
vote  stood,  and  he  said  <*  Yon  are  about  70  ahead,  as  near  as  I  oan 
gel  at  it."  I  said,  ^'  You  know  exactly,  don't  yon  f  "  fie  said,  ^  Well, 
tiiat  is  the  way  the  vote  stands"  ;  and  he  says,  ^^  I  advise  yon  to  go 
home  and  keep  qaiet.  If  yon  and  Ed.  Matthews  go  away  fhm  here  I 
pledge  you  my  word  that  you  shall  have  a  fair  count  and  eveiytiuBg 
shall  be  carried  on  all  right."  With  that  nndeiatending  I  got  on  ny 
horse  and  left^  and  went  home. 

Q.  Did  you  come  back  there  again  I — A,  Ko,  air ;  I  didnt  coiie  beck 
there  any  more. 

Q.  Had  you  made  any  distuibanoe  there  that  day  at  all  t — ^A.  Mo,sir; 
I  hadn't 

Q.  Had  yon  done  anjrtking  to  lead  them  to  say  tiiattf  you  want  avay 
it  would  be  quiet  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  You  were  a  peaoe  officer,  you  said  f — ^A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  How  many  votes,  when  they  were  counted,  had  the  Indepcodeats 
erodit  for  in  that  place,  where  they  told  you  they  were  70  ahead  when 
you  left  t — ^A.  1  think  our  voto  ranged  from  about  21  to  24;  81  vas 
the  lowest  and  24  the  highest. 
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Q.  How  many  were  the  Democrats  t — ^A.  They  had  one  hundred  and 
some  odd. 

Q.  In  the  majority? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  Independent  white  men  voted  yoar  ticket  there  that 
day  f— A.  I  thinks  as  well  as  I  remember,  about  26  or  27. 

Q.  White  men  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  that  precinctf  abont  how  were  the  white  men  divided  t— A. 
About  equally  divided. 

Q.  And  did  a  great  many  of  the  colored  men  vote  there  the  Independ- 
ent or  Republican  ticket  on  that  day  t — A.  Yes,  sir,  the  majority  of  the 
Totes  were  colored.  In  our  local  elections  we  have  what  is  called  an 
lodependent  ticket,  and  the  white  people  vote  the  Independent  ticket. 
At  tiie  Presidential  election  at  that  box  nobody  voted  the  Bepublican 
ticket  except  the  negroes,  and  not  all  of  them,  and  there  was  about  one 
Tote  different;  the  negroes  carried  the  pole  by  one  vote.  It  was  Jnst 
aboat  equally  divided  bet^reen  the  whites  and  blacks,  and  I  suppose 
there  was  about  ten  blacks  there  that  day  that  voted  the  Democratio 
ticket 

Q.  That  is  at  one  precinct  How  many  votes  were  thrown  for  the 
Independent  candidates  in  the  whole  of  beat  3  in  that  Section  t 

The  Witness.    How  many  were  counted  1 

Mr.  Fbye.  Yes,  how  many  were  counted;  that  distinction  did  not 
occar  to  me. — A.  I  think  about  70. 

Q.  How  large  a  majority  was  counted  for  the  Democrats  at  that  eleo- 
tioiL— A.  Four  hundred  and  some  odd. 

Q.  Nearer  Ave  hundred  than  four  hundred  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  political  division  in  beat  3,  or  what  was  it  the  day 
before  the  election,  according  to  your  canvass.  How  many  more  Inde- 
pendents were  there  in  beat  3  than  there  were  Democrats  a  day  or  twe 
before  election  t — ^A.  We  thought  there  was  about  200. 

Q.  Two  hundred  majority  of  Independents f— A.  Yes,  sir;  at  least 
200.  Beally  there  are  no  Independents  in  beat  3 ;  they  are  all  Be- 
publicans.  We  call  them  Independents ;  we  had  to  do  that  in  order 
to  get  them  on  the  ticket.  We  had  got  too  weak  in  Copiah  County : 
but  after  1875  we  kept  adding  to  our  nnml)er.  and  finally  changed 
the  name  and  called  it  an  Independent  party;  out  I  do  not  suppose 
really  there  is  an  Independent  Democrat  in  district  3.  There  is  aiK>ut 
200  Kepablican  majority  in  district  3. 

Q.  So  that  while  they  were  called  Independents  they  were  really  Be- 
pabiicans  Y — A.  Yes,  sir.  But  that  is  not  so  in  other  portions  of  the 
coanty.    There  are  Independent  Democrats  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  When  you  ran  for  treasurer  of  the  county  you  ran  as  a  square  Be- 
pablicanT — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  only  about  13  white  men  that 
voted  that  ticket. 

Q.  And  you  had  a  majority,  of  course! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  about  loot— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  in  1873  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  at  the  last  election  had  the  Republican  or  Independent  party 
within  ten  years  increased  or  decreased  f-  A.  They  have  increased. 

Q  How  increased? — A.  Well,  I  will  take  my  own  district,  right 
where  I  live.  I  live  in  district  three,  where  I  was  elected  before,  and  in 
my  large  district  there  was  only  about  three  white  men  that  voted  the 
Bepablican  ticket  in  1873,  while  at  my  box  in  1883  there  were  between 
25  and  27.  I  think  about  27.  At  Tailhott,  another  voting  precinct^ 
there  would  have  been  about  29  white  Bepublican  Independent  votea« 
sod  just  about  the  same  increase  at  the  other  two  boxes.    No,  I  will 
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take  that  back.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  increase  at  the  FergoaoQ 
box.  I  do  not  think  there  was  a  white  Independent  or  Bepublican  who 
voted  there,  or  woold  have  voted  there  had  everything  gone  on  square. 
But  I  think  in  ten  years  there  was  at  least  70  or  75  gain  of  white  Re- 
publican votes  in  one  district. 

Q.  How  mnch  gain  should  you  say  there  was  to  what  is  called  the 
Independent  vote  between  1873  and  1883;  how  large  does  your  canvass 
ahow  that  the  Independent  white  vote  would  have  been  in  Gopiah 
Oonnty  at  this  election  f — ^A.  I  think  the  white  vote  would  have  been 
fiOO  or  800  Independents. 

Q.  How  many  Democratic  colored  men  were  there  in  the  county  f— 
A.  I  do  not  thmk  there  could  have  been  over  100. 

Q.  Was  there  as  many  as  thatt — ^A.  I  do  not  think  there  was,  but 
that  is  giving  them  all  that  they  claim  and  a  good  deal  more.  I  do  not 
know  of  but  10  or  15  in  the  county.  There  could  not  have  been 
over  100. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  the  usual  election  without  any  bulldozing,  and  a 
fiur  count,  in  your  judgment,  how  would  the  vote  have  stood  in  Copiah 
County  f — ^A.  I  think  tixe  Independent  ticket  would  have  been  dected 
by  about  500  majority.  I  think  that  from  this  fact :  If  the  Democratis 
party  could  have  carried  it  without  this  bulldozing  and  murdering  aod 
midnight  marauding,  they  would  have  done  it. 

Q.  They  do  not  do  that  unless  it  is  necessary,  then  t— A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  They  don*t  do  it  for  fun  t— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury: 

Q.  You  said  you  left  the  voting  place,  Spencer's  Mill,  about  12  o^clcck, 
and  up  to  that  time  there  had  been  quiet  and  order,  and  no  disturbaoee 
whatever  t — A.  If  you  understood  me  to  say  that,'  you  misunderstood 
me.    I  said  we  had  a  little  difficulty  there,  or  row. 

Q.  When  you  left  you  went  to  Ed.  Mattnews's,  did  yout — A.  No,  sir; 
I  went  to  Frank  Buf  kin's  and  went  home,  where  my  wife  was.  1  didn't 
so  to  Mr.  Matthews  at  all.  Mr.  Matthews  lives  right  there  in  sight,  not 
over  160  yards. 

Q.  Is  he  the  gentleman  who  testified  yesterday  that  he  had  five  doable- 
barreled  shot-guns  in  his  house  f — A.  I  do  not  know  what  he  testifieit  to. 
I  expect  he  hs^  the  guns^  though. 

Q.  You  speak  about  this  marauding  and  firing  guns,  &c.  Were  there 
ever  Bepublicans  who  fired  any  guns  in  that  ^at  or  precinct»  daring 
the  fall  or  before  the  election;  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  election 9^ 
A.  I  do  not  think  there  were  many.  I  could  not  say  that,  because  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  yourself,  fire  some  guns  before  that  timet — ^A.  I  have, 
in  my  life. 

Q.  Yes ;  but  just  before  the  election! — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  I  did 
not  have  a  gun. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say,  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  in  the 
town  of  Hazlehurst,  since  the  election,  that  you  and  another  man  went 
to  Ormon's  house  and  shot  guns,  and  he  ran  offt — A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  in 
Hazlehurst,  that  the  night  after  the  election  that  Ormon  came  to  joor 
house,  or  the  day  after  the  election,  or  shortly  after,  he  came  to  yoar 
house  and  said  that  there  had  been  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  hi» 
house  who  shot  into  his  house  the  night  before,  and  asked  yon  what  to 
dot— A.  I  can  tell  you  just  exactly  what  it  was.    I  did  not  say  that 
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We  did  not  go  to  his  house  with  shot-gans  either.    If  yoa  want  me  to 
teU  yoQ  what  transpired  and  what  I  did  say  I  will  tell  yon. 

Q.  That  is  just  exactly  what  I  want. — A.  There  was  a  meeting  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  on  the  27th  of  November^  preceding  the  election. 
We  were  advised  not  to  go  there.  I  was,  for  one,  by  ^1  my  friends. 
Mr.  Jones  didn't  go.  He  and  I  met  up  near  my  house  and  we  decided 
that  we  would  not  go.  I  told  him  I  didn't  think  it  was  safe  to  go,  but 
I  told  him  I  would  write  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  other  Independent  member 
of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  inform  him  that  there  would  be  no 
meeting;  that  I  didn't  propose  to  work  under  the  mob,  and  just  let 
them  come  in  on  the  1st  of  January  and  run  that  thing.  I  did  as  I 
agreed  to  do.  But  I  sent  up  a  man  that  morning  to  know  whether  the 
board. did  meet  or  not.  I  told  one  of  my  negroes  to  go  and  see  if  tho 
board  was  in  session,  and  if  the  board  was  in  session  to  come  and  let 
me  know,  as  I  wanted  to  go  if  the  board  was  in  session,  and  he  told  me 
that  the  board  was  in  session  and  Mr.  Jones  was  there.  I  went  up 
next  morning.  Mr.  Meade,  I  believe,  is  the  first  gentleman  who 
said  anything  about  this.  He  and  I  have  always  been  firiends  when 
we  met  He  came  out  and  shook  hands  with  me  and  said  *<How 
is  beat  3  f "  I  said,  ^*  Beat  3  is  all  right,"  and  we  went  over  to 
to  take  a  drink  pr  two,  and  I  got  lively,  and  he  felt  his  whisky  pretty 
well,  too.  I  said  I  would  have  as  much  of  that  fun  as  he  had.  He 
wanted  to  know  if  we  lay  out  in  the  woods  any,  in  a  joking  way, 
to  see  what  I  would  say,  and  I  told  him,  I  didn't  lay  out,  but  I 
would  tell  him  what  I  did  do.  Bondurant  and  I  went  home  one  night 
about  12  o'clock,  and  Ormon  lives  there  within  100. yards  of  my  house 
in  a  negro  cabin  on  my  place,  and  young  Bondurant  regarded  ^^  Print" 
Matthews  as  being  the  first  friend  he  had  in  the  world ;  and  he  waa 
just  back  from  Hazlehurst,  and  he  was  crying  and  didn't  know  what 
to  do,  and  I  says,  ^^Gome  in  and  let  us  get  a  drink,"  and  I  says, 
**  We  will  have  some  fun.  We  will  get  our  pistols  and  make  Ormon 
wallow  like  these  negroes  there."  We  took  a  drink  and  then  took 
another  drink,  and  I  picked  up  a  pistol  in  each  hand,  and  I  walked  out 
on  my  gallery  and  fired  oft*  the  pistols.  Joe  had  two  pistols  and  I  two^ 
and  we  shot  fifteen  or  twenty  times,  but  I  was  in  my  own  yanl  and  in^ 
my  own  house.  Ormon  did  take  to  the  woods.  He  said  there  were  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  about  his  house  who  fired  into  it  and  he  took  tO' 
the  woods,  and  I  told  him  who  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Frtb: 

Q.  That  was  after  the  election  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  after  the  election. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  Did  not  Ormon  leave  the  country  aft^r  that  t— A.  Yes,  sir  j  he  left 
the  country. 

Q.  Did  yon  advise  him  to  leave t — ^A.  ITo,  sir;  I  advised  him  to  go  to 
Mr.  Hatthews's  store  and  attend  to  his  business.  He  is  employed  by  Mr». 
Matthews. 

Q.  He  did  leave,  though,  after  those  pistols  were  fired  t — A.  Yes,  sir;, 
and  he  left  after  those  guns  were  fired.  He  happened  up  at  Matthews's 
store  when  that  mob  was  there  and  fired  into  the  house.  It  was  after 
the  pistols  were  fired,  and  it  was  after  they  fired  into  that  store,  too. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  to  these  gentlemen  you  were  talking  to  in  Hazle- 
hurst that  when  you  went  to  Ormon's  house  he  ran  out  of  the  back 
door,  and  that  you  shot  your  gun  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  because  I 
didnt  have  any  gun,  and  have  not  had  for  a  number  of  years ;  and  i 
dklrft  go  oat  of  my  own  yard. 
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Q.  And  yoa  did  not  tell  theee  gentlemen  that  yon  went  there  t— A.  I 
don't  see  why  I  shoold;  it  waa  no  advantage  to  me  to  tell  a  Ue  aboat 
tbat. 

By  the  Ghaibican  : 

Q.  Mr.  Orman  was  a  Bepnblican  or  Independent t — A.  Tee,  sir;  he 
was  a  Bepnblican. 

By  Mr.  Fbts: 

Q.  Were  yon  present  when  Bnmet  was  shot  I 

The  Witness.  In  Hadehnrstl 

Mr.  Fete.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  it  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  Yoo  may  state  what  took  place.— A.  I  will  tell  yon  all  I  know 
abont  it  Mr.  Bnmet  and  J.  P.  Matthews  were  going  to  JacksoD  ia 
regard  to  having  a  coanty  commissioner  of  election  appointed  to  repre- 
sent onr  party.  They  went  np,  I  think,  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  night 
When  they  went  up  the  board  of  sapervisors  was  in  session.  Mr.  Bur- 
net told  me  when  he  was  coming  back,  and  I  got  up  and  didu't  ate 
Bumet — ^he  roomed  and  boarded  at  the  same  hotri  I  was  stoppiog  at 
I  didn't  see  him  when  I  got  up,  and  I  went  up  town  to  get  a  shirt,  and 
I  was  a  little  late  in  town,  imd  met  several  parties  Mid  talked  wUk 
them,  and  as  I  came  on  back  with  my  saddle-pockets  I  saw  Bnmet  and 
Hart  talking  together  at  the  door.  I  thought  I  would  go  and  shake 
hands  with  Bumet  and  ask  him  what  success  he  had  had  at  Jackson. 
I  saw  Bumet  and  Hart  talking.  I  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  it,  but 
I  saw  he  was  engaged,  and  I  thought  I  would  go  into  the  hotel  and 
see  him  after  breakfast ;  just  about  that  time  I  heard  Hart  say  ^^  Yoa 
are  a  Ood  damned  Har,"  or  something  to  that  effect ;  as  he  said  that  he 
started  to  draw  his  pistol.  I  knew  they  were  personal  friends  becaoae 
I  had  heard  them  tatlking  there,  I  believe,  the  night  he  wentoff ;  as  be  said 
that  Bumet  had  his  band  against  a  post,  and  Bumet  threw  his  battd 
down  in  front  of  him  and  struck  at  Hart ;  Hart  broke  and  ran  and  Bar- 
net  did,  too ;  both  went  the  same  way  for  two  or  three  steps  and  Bar- 
net  then  started  to  go  into  the  hotel ;  as  he  turned  to  go  into  the  botel 
Hart  turned  and  shot  him. 

Q«  Did  you  see  Hart  draw  his  pistol  t — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  While  he  was  in  the  act  of  drawing  his  {Hstol,  after  he  had  eom- 
menced  to  draw  his  pistol,  Bumet  stmck  him  with  a  knife  t — A.  He 
had  his  hand  ou  his  pistol  when  1  first  saw  him ;  when  I  first  walked 
up  there  he  had  his  hand  on  his  hip  pocket  and  I  suppose  ou  his  pia- 
tol ;  I  could  not  say  that  Bumet  struck  at  him  with  a  knife ;  when  1 
got  there  Bumet  had  a  knife  in  his  hands,  and  I  suppose  he  struck  at 
him  with  his  knife. 

Q.  Bumet  started  to  go  to  the  hotel  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  h^  started  ioto 
the  hotel,  and  I  think  he  bad  one  toot  on  the  steps  when  he  was  ahol; 
I  know  he  had  tumed  to  go  in  there  and  made  one  step  that  way. 

Q.  So  that  Hart  fired  at  him  after  tbey  had  separated!^ A  Yea, 
sir. 

Q.  How  far  was  Bumet  off  from  Hart  when  he  fired  t — ^A.  I  think 
about  as  far  as  from  here  to  that  corner  over  there  [indicatiug  aboot 
20feetl. 

Q.  Was  anybody  there  when  you  saw  them  first  together  t — A.  Whaa 
I  first  saw  Burnet  and  Hart  I  saw  Harsrave  and  Bailey,  but  I  could 
not  tell  you  whether  they  were  right  wiu  them  or  below  or  abore,  bat 
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they  were  right  there,  somewhere  in  that  immediate  neighborhood,  where 
these  two  gentlemen  were  talking. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Hart  was  bonnd  over  by  the  Jndge  were  you  ever  called 
before  the  grand  jury  to  testify! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Bnrnet  called  before  the  grand  joir,  or  was  he  sick  from 
wounds  f — A.  I  know  he  was  not  sick.  I  never  heard  that  he  was  called 
before  the  grand  jory.    That  was  aboot  the  time  of  the  election. 

A.  W.  Subnet  recalled. 

By  theOHAiBiiAir: 

Qaestion.  What  is  the  method,  according  to  the  law  of  Missifisippi, 
vA  the  piaiotiee,  q£  appointing  challengers  f — Answer.  The  law  simply 
states  that  each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  a  challenger^  »ad 
these  challengers  have  a  right  to  stay  inside  of  the  polls  to  challenge 
voters. 

Q.  They  are  the  only  persons  except  the  election  officers  and  the 
person  actnally  voting  who  are  admitted  to  the  room  where  the  voting 
takes  plaeet-^A.  Yes,  sir  ^  and  the  ezecntive  committee  of  each  party 
select  their  challengers. 

Q.  Aod  the  officers  of  election  recognize  as  the  person  entitled  to 
come  into  the  room  the  person  appointed  by  the  execative  committee 
of  each  party  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  for  this  box  we  selected  J.  P.  Mat- 
thews aa  a  challttiger  on  the  part  of  oar  party. 

By  Mr.  Saulsburt  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  examined  or  read  over  a  reported  interview .  with 
yourself  published  in  the  National  Kepnblican,  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton !— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  correctly  reported  In  that  paper  t — ^A.  Pretty  near  cor- 
rect ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  other  interviews  also  published  in  the  papers  in 
Washington,  some  of  them  t — ^A.  There  was  only  one  that  I  recollect  of. 

Q-  One  in  which  you  have  reference  to  a  letter  that  you  received  from 
Mr.  Bylesf — ^A.  I  didn't  receive  any  letter  from  Mr.  Eyles. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  interview  than  the  one  published 
in  the  National  Bepublican  that  was  published  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  reported  interview  in  that  paper  t — A. 
IdimH  think  there  was. 

Q.  Did  you,  in  any  interview  which  was  published,  or  in  any  inter- 
Tiew  which  was  not  published,  represent  that  the  Byles-Penn  dimcnity, 
which  occurred  about  Ohristmas,  was  of  a  political  character  f^ — ^A.  No, 
sir:  I  did  not 

Q.  What  did  you  say  about  that  difficulty! — A.  I  simply  showed 
the  editor  the  letter  which  I  had  received  from  there,  stating  the  cir- 
enmstance  that  four  or  five  men  had  shot  at  Byles.  It  was  a  friendly 
letter.  It  was  about  Christmas  time.  Here  is  the  substance  of  it: 
That  letter  stated  that  Hans  Penn,  the  man  who  had  served  the  resolu- 
tion on  Matthews,  had  got  into  an  altercation  with  Byles,  and  that  he 
had  shot  at  Byles,  and  in  the  altercation  several  others  came  in  and  took 
a  <Tack  at  him,  and  some  friend  interposed  and  kept  a  third  man  from 
shooting  him,  and  that  Byles  was  a  Bepublican  and  always  voted  for 
Matthews. 

Q.  Did  the  letter  which  you  exhibited  to  the  editor  of  the  paper  state 
that  it  was  of  a  political  nature  at  allt— -A.  Yes,  sir;  the  letter  stated 
this,  that  la  my  reooHection  of  it.    I  can  get  the  letter  and  I  don't  otjject 
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to  your  reading  the  letter.  The  letter  stated  that  on  the  invefitigatioii 
By les  was  immediately  apprehended.  On  the  investigation  of  ttiat  case 
the  evidence  proved  point- Uank  that  these  men  had  ai^tanlted  him;  that 
without  provocation  they  had  gone  there  and  made  an  assault  on  him 
and  shot  him^  and  when  the  evidence  developed  the  flEict  that  these  Demo- 
crats were  the  aggressors,  that  the  men  were  immediately  discharged. 
That  was  the  substance  or  the  statement  I  made.  That  is  my  informa- 
tion, that  that  case  was  dismissed. 

Q.  Who  was  that  letter  from  t — ^A.  That  letter  was  a  private  letter  of 
mine,  and  1  don't  think  I  would  give  it.  It  would  probably  endanger  the 
friend  who  wrote  me  the  letter  from  there. 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 
Q.  Is  that  about  anything  that  has  been  testified  to  before  the  com- 
mitteef — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

William  Ji.  Mitohell,  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet^Answer.  In  Hazlehnrs^  Copiah 
Oounty,  Mississippi. 

Q.  Have  you  lived  there  long  f — A.  I  have  only  lived  in  the  town  since 
the  11th  of  August;  I  have  lived  in  the  county  previously  four  or  five 
years. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  f — A.  I  am  running  the  local  paper  there. 

Q.  Which  paper  t — ^A.  The  Signal. 

Q.  Are  you  editor  of  it  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehurst  just  previous  to  the  election  in  Novem- 
ber, 18831— A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  Monday  night  at  the  conrt-honae 
when  M^jor  Barksdale  made  a  speech  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  si>eechf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  speech  t 

The  Witness.  The  tone  of  the  speech  you  refer  to  I 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. 

A.  Well,  I  did  not  think  that  he  said  anything  that  was  calculated 
to  arouse  the  feelings  of  any  one.  It  was  urging  them  to  the  perform* 
ance  of  their  duty  on  the  following  day. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  here  by  a  witness  that  Major  Barksdale  said 
that  he  trusted  the  i)eople  would  hang  Frank  Buf  kin  so  high  that  the 
birds  of  prey  would  not  be  able  to  bury  their  beaks  in  his  b^y.  State 
whether  or  not  you  heard  him  make  use  of  an  expression  of  that  kind^ 
A.  I  do  not  think  I  heard  the  name  of  Bufkin  or  that  expression  that 
you  use. 

Q.  Did  he  use  any  such  figure  of  speech,  and  if  so,  what  did  he  wy 
exactlyt — ^A.  He  used  a  figure  of  speech,  and  brought  out — ^that  was 
the  last  part  of  the  language  that  he  used.  There  was  something  in 
addition  to  it,  but  I  do  not  remember  it  now.  Bnt  he  was  speaking 
generally  as  to  parties;  that  the  Democratic  party  must  bury  the  Be- 
publican  party,  figuratively. 

Q.  Did  he  use  the  words  '^Bepublican  party  "  instead  of  ^<  Bufkin^ in 
connection  with  that  simile  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  not  hear  him  use  the 
name  of  Bufkin. 

Q.  Did  he  use  the  name  of  any  individual  as  connected  with  the  op- 
posite party  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  heard. 

Q.  Some  of  the  witnesses  stated  also  that  he  said  that,  looking  into 
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Che  coontenanoes  of  the  armed  men  that  he  had  seen  that  day,  he  aav 
a  detenainatioii  to  do  their  whole  duty,  and  to  carry  the  election  regard- 
less of  the  issae.  Did  he  nse  any  Bach  expression  t — ^A.  He  made  no 
reference  to  shotguns  that  I  heard  at  all.  He  urged  upon  them  the 
importaDce  of  carrying  the  election ;  that  he  expected  every  man  to  do 
his  doty,  and  that  he  saw  fix>m  their  fkces  that  they  were  determined  to 
do  that 

Q.  Whose  faces  t — ^A.  The  faces  of  the  audience  that  was  around. 

Q.  He  was  alluding  to  the  audience  then  present  in  the  court-house  t — 
A-  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  any  of  that  audience  armed  t — ^A.  I  did  not  see  any  armed. 

Q.  They  had  no  shotguns  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  armB  were  visible  t — A.  None  exhibited  that  I  saw. 

Q.  That  was  a  meeting  of  the  people  of  Hazlehurstt — A.  YeSy  sir; 
Major  Barksdale  had  an  appointment  there  to  speak  that  night,  and  he 
wao addressing  them  at  the  courthouse. 

Q.  Were  you  in  town  on  Monday  when  this  body  of  armed  men  which 
has  been  alluded  to  came  into  the  town  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  J.  L.  Meade  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoQ  know  whether  or  not  he  was  with  that  crowd  of  men :  if 
BO,  state  when  he  joined  them,  if  within  your  knowledge,  and  for  what 
purpose,  if  within  your  knowledge. — ^A.  It  might  be  proper  for  me  to 
state  that  Mr.  Meaae  was  connected  with  me  in  the  paper  at  the  time. 
He  was  editor  at  that  time.  I  have  become  editor  since.  He  was  in  the 
oi&oe.  and  asked  me  for  his  overcoat.  1  asked  him  where  he  was  going, 
and  oe  said,  <'  I  am  going  out  to  meet  these  men  who  are  coming  in.'' 
He  said  it  was  reported  they  were  about  a  mile  off.  I  gave  him  his 
overooat,  and  he  got  on  his  horse  and  went  out  to  meet  them.  He  was 
going  out  to  meet  them;  I  suppose  he  met  them  about  half  a  mile  out. 
That  is  a  supposition  of  my  own. 

Q.  Did  you  go  with  Mr.  Meade  and  meet  them  with  him  t — ^A.  No,  sir ; 
I  did  not 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Meade  report  to  you  what  took  place  when  he  met  them  f 
—A.  No,  sir;  he  told  me  his  object  in  going  out  before  he  left. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  f  — A.  He  said  he  wanted  to  go  out ;  there  had 
becii  some  excitement  on  account  of  warrants  or  affidavits  that  had  been 
made  oat,  and  he  went  out  to  allay  any  excitement  and  to  caution  those 
men  on  account  of  sickness,  he  said,  in  Mr.  Matthews's  family;  he  didn't 
want  any  excitement,  and  wanted  to  allay  any,  and  went  out  for  that 
purpose. 

Q.  His  mission  was  one  for  peace  and  conciliation  in  the  interest  of 
ordert— A.  Yes,  sir;  from  what  he  said. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  afterwards  what  took  place  between  Mr.  Meade  and 
that  body  of  men  or  their  leaders! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  present  at  a — 
it  was  not  a  meeting — and  I  do  not  know  what  you  would  caU  it.  that 
took  place  back  of  the  court-house.  I  went  around,  as  a  matter  oi  curi- 
osity, and  they  were  discussing  the  passage  of  some  resolution  in  regard 
to  requesting  Mr.  Matthews  to  absent  himself  from  the  county  for  twenty- 
fonr  or  forty-eight  hours. 

Q.  Not  to  vote  on  the  day  of  the  election  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  not  to  vote. 
I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  for  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours. 
But  tfa^  discussed  it  a  while,  and  Mr.  Meade  finaUy  said  he  had  made 
a  promise  to  Mr.  Matthews  that  he  should  not  be  molested,  and  if  they 
went  any  ftirther  that  he  was  done,  and  would  have  no  more  to  do  with 
it,  and  he  rode  off  and  came  down  town. 
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Q.  He  rode  off  after  they  had  passed  thiat  resolution  t— A.  Heweuioff 
before  they  acted  on  it,  and  said  he  wonld  have  nothing  more  to  do 
with  it. 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  further  connection  with  them,  to  yonr  knowledge, 
after  they  passed  that  resolution  t — A.  I  did  not  see  these  men  any 
more.  They  dispersed;  some  went  to  the  court-house,  and  aroand 
town,  and  they  did  not  meet  any  more  until  they  got  ready  to  go  home. 
I  was  in  the  office,  and  did  not  see  them  when  they  went  out  of  town. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  people  of  Copiah  Oounty  well  f— A  Tes,8ir; 
tolerably  well. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  members  of  the  Democratic  party  well  f— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  large  is  the  vote  of  the  Democratic  party  of  that 
county  t — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  tell  that  A  great  many  Re- 
publicans voted  with  Democrats  that  time.  We  carried  the  county  by 
about  2.000  and  something.  We  considered  our  majority  there  between 
000  andf  1,000— the  Etemocratic  msgority. 

Q.  How  many  white  Democrats  about  are  therein  Oopiah  County  f— 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  answer  that.  The  majority  is,  we  think, 
about  1,000,  and  the  white  people  constitute  the  Democratic  party  there 
principally. 

Q.  A  good  many  Bepublicans,  you  say,  voted  with  them  this  timet— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Democratic  party — ^the  people  com- 
prising the  Democratic  party — ^in  Copiah  County  for  peace  and  order 
and  conservatism  T — A.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  more  law-abiding  peo- 
ple in  the  State  than  In  Copiah  County.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest 
counties,  and  there  are  many  intelligent  men  living  there.  It  is  a  good 
farming  county,  and  it  is  composed  of  an  intelligent  forming  oommn- 
nlty  generally. 

Q.  Are  most  of  them  church-going  people! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  Ibeheve 
they  are. 

Q.  How  large  a  number  of  men  were  under  arms  in  this  armed  mob, 
as  it  has  been  called  t— A.  I  never  recognized  that  there  was  a  mob 
there ;  there  was  a  procession  of  men. 

Q.  I  am  alluding  to  that  procession  of  men  f — ^A  I  suppose  between 
75  and  100.    That  is  what  I  thought  it  would  average. 

Q.  Was  that  about  the  whole  number  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Co- 
piah County — 75  or  100 — who  were  out  under  arms  on  horseback,  and 
inaking  these  trips  through  the  country  and  into  townt — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  so.  I  do  not  know  what  transpired  before  they  came  into  town  or 
how  many  they  had  with  them.  The  body  of  men  might  have  increased 
or  decreased  before  they  came  into  town,  but  I  think  there  were  about 
75  or  100  in  tpwn. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Hargrave,  the  sheriff  of  that  county  f— A.  Tety 
well.    I  was  with  him  in  the  army  and  under  him. 

Q.  What  is  his  general  character  and  reputation  as  a  man  and  citi- 
2enf— A.  He  stands  as  high  as  any  man  in  the  county. 

Q.  Is  he  a  violent  man  t — A.  No,  sir;  he  is  a  very  conservative,  mild 
man. 

Q.  You  consider  him  a  law-abiding  man  and  a  good  citizen  t— A.  Tes, 
sir ;  and  a  strict  member  of  the  church. 

Q.  That  is  his  reputation  in  the  community  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  ia  his 
general  reputation. 

By  the  Chaibhak: 
Q.  Were  there  not  two  meetings  that  M^jorBarksdi^addresaed;  one 
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(d  them  outside  t—^A.  His  appointHieiit  was  at  nigbt  la  tke  day  time 
lie  oaone  oat  oa  tbe  balcooy  of  the  coart-iioase  aad  made  a  &w  remarks 
to  tbe  procession  as  it  was  passing. 

Q.  That  procession,  as  yoa  call  it,  was  this  body  of  armed  men  t — ^A. 
Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  them  t — A.  He  did  not  speak  more  than  five 
minntes  to  them.  It  was  jast  a  play  upon  the  names  of  the  different 
candidates  more  than  anything  else ;  hamoroos  remarks. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  what  he  said  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  them  that  he  was  glad  to  see  by  the  determination 
in  their  faces  that  they  meant  to  carry  the  election  f— A.  Well,  I  do  not 
remember.    Yes,  be  said  they  must  carry  tbe  election. 

Q.  He  told  this  procession  that  it  must  carry  tbe  election f — ^A.  Yes; 
sir. 

Q.  Did  be  not  tell  the  procession  also  tliat  be  was  glad  to  see  by  tbe 
determination  in  their  &ces  that  they  proposed  to  do  itt-^A.  My  im- 
presHion  of  what  be  intended  to  convey  or  said  was  not  anything  that 
would  be  constrned  as  an  encouragement  of  a  mob. 

Q.  Well,  by  processional  methods  we  will  say,  thent — ^A.  I  did  not 
consider  it  to  mean  that. 

Q.  Have  you  a  file  of  your  paper  here,  or  any  of  the  numbers  at  that 
taniet— A.  ISbj  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  article  in  your  paper  before  tbe  election  de- 
Doancing  the  mob,  or  procession,  as  you  call  it  t 

The  Witness.  Before  tbe  election,  do  you  mean  t 

The  Ghaibman.  Yes. 

A.  No ;  that  transpired  before  my  paper  came  out.  We  go  to  press 
on  Wednesday  evening. 

Q.  But  bad  yoo  not  beard  of  tbe  attacks  upon  these  colored  people, 
tbe  killing  of  Tom  Wallis,  and  the  whipping  of  Fortner,  and  tbe  gmng 
to  the  houses  and  shooting  of  others,  probably  a  wedL  or  two  before  the 
election t — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Did  yoa  state  tne  &ct8  in  your  papert — ^A.  I  believe  I  did.  I 
generally  batit  ap  all  the  local  news  I  can. 

Q.  Are  yoo  quite  sure  that  there  was  anything  about  it  in  your  papert 
•-A.  I  do  not  remember.  I  would  have  to  refer  to  the  files  to  tell  jrou 
what  we  wrote  on  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  write  this  article  in  your  paiper  three  days  before  the 
eleetion,  in  subst^ioe,  that  tbe  colored  people  in  beat  3,  if  they  could' 
not  vote  tbe  Democratic  ticket,  bad  better  stay  at  home  on  tbe  day  of 
tke  election,  for  tbe  son  might  be  hot  that  day  f—^  Something  to  that 
eAet;  yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  SAxrLSBxnstY : 
Q.  You  never  encouraged  in  the  columns  ot  your  paper  any  violence 
to  negroes  or  other  people  Y— !No,  sir ;  our  paper  is  strictly  Democcatic^ 
bat  we  never  countenanced  or  encouraged  anything  of  that  kind. 

By  the  OwiraiiAN; 

Q.  Did  you  not  write  another  editorial  in  your  paper  stating  that 
this  was  a  white  man's  Oovemment,  and  the  colored  people  must  learn 
tiiat  the  white  men  were  to  rule  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know :  it  might  have 
been  a  little  paragraph  in  the  paper.  Mr.  Meade  was  eoiting  the  paper. 
I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  said  or  not. 

Q.  You  speak  of  this  as  not  being  a  mob.  Did  you  not  understand 
that  they  were  coming  into  Hazleburst  for  the  purpose  of  doing  violence 
to  Mr.  Matthews  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  .  , 
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Q.  What  did  you  understand  when  Mr.  Meade  told  yon  that  he  was 
going  to  see  the  mob,  and  told  Mr.  Matthews  he  would  protect  himt 
From  what  would  he  protect  himt — A.  These  men  were  very  much 
exercised  on  account  of  those  afBldavits  which  had  been  made  against 
them. 

Q.  The  afBidavits  for  whipping  these  colored  people! — A.  I  never  saw 
or  heard  the  afBldavits ;  it  was  after  these  occurrences  took  place;  the 
afBldavits  were  made  out  by  Dr.  Barlow,  charging .  them  with  those 
offenses:  Mr.  Meade  went  out  there  for  the  purpose 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  there  was  danger  of  their  doing  whea 
Mr.  Meade  went  outt— A.  I  did  not  hear  that  they  intended  to  do  any- 
thing. 

Q.  But  Mr  Meade  said  to  you  that  he  was  going  out  because  he  had 
promised  Mr.  Matthews  to  protect  himt — A.  ShoiUd  anything  be  done. 

Q.  Did  you  not  understand  that  that  protection  was  to  be  against 
this  mob  of  this  procession,  what  they  might  do  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  if  they 
attempted  to  do  anything. 

Q.  Then  you  supposed  it  was  a  mob,  a  procession,  consisting  of  75  or 
100  armed  men,  who,  unless  they  were  dissuaded,  were  liable  to  do 
violence  to  Mr.  Matthews,  did  you  not  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  require  protection  fort — A.  Why  in  the  event  that 
they  should  attempt  any  such  thing.  I  did  not  understand  that  they 
were  intending,  or  did  intend,  to  do  anything. 

Q.  Did  you  not  understand  that  they  afterwards  passed. resolutions 
advising  Mr.  Matthews  to  leave  town  and  not  to  vote t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
understood  that  afterwards. 

By  Mr.  Oamebon  : 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  to  give  the  names  of  as  many  as  you  can  of  the 
gentlemen  who  were  in  that  procession. — ^A.  I  probably  could  take  them 
by  families  and  t«ll  better. 

Q.  Very  well,  take  your  own  course. — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  conld 
tell  many  of  them  distinctly.  There  were  three  or  four  of  the  Baiieys 
and  the  Davises,  the  Oranberries,  the  Stames  and  the  Browns,  and 
several  others,  and  one  or  two  Thompsons*.  Is  that  enough  t 

Q.  Any  others  that  you  can  remember,  you  may  give  Uieir  namea.^ 
A.  I  do  not  remember  now.  They  were  just  riding  tiirough  at  the  time 
I  saw  them,  and  I  Just  noticed  those. 

Q.  You  were  present  when  you  heard  Major  Barksdale  address  them 
for  about  5  minutest — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  man  named  Sheldon  in  the  procession  t — A.  No,  sir,* 
not  that  I  know  of.  There  are  some  Sheltons  living  in  the  county;  I  do 
not  remember  seeing  him. 

Q.  Can'  you  remember  any  others;  if  so,  give  their  names t--^A. 
Well,  there  were  some  of  our  citizens  in  town  there.  I  do  not  know 
whetner  they  came  in  with  them  or  went  out  and  met  them  and  came 
in.  There  was  Mr.  Birdsong,  Penns,  aiid  Higdons.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  could  mention  any  others.  I  knew  probably  three-fourths  of  them  in 
the  procession,  if  I  could  refresh  my  mind. 

Q.  Have  you  mentioned  all  that  you  can  now  remember  t— A  Tea, 
sir:  right  now. 

Q.  Do  you  include  all  those  that  were  in  that  procession  among  tli6 
peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens  of  the  county  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 
I  do  not  know  what  their  opinion  might  have  been  in  regard  to  the 
killing  of  Matthews. 
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Q.  I  did  not  ask  joa  that. — A.  Bat  as  to  their  general  character— -if 
yon  mean  as  citizens. 

Q.  TeSy  I  mean  that — A.  Weil,  I  think  they  were  some  of  the  best 
men  we  had  in  the  county. 

Q.  Are  they  men  of  good  standing  in  the  county  where  they  reside! — 
A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  good  standing  in  the  Democratic  party  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  one  other  question.  Did  you  not  regard  it  as 
a  flagrant  outrage  for  a  company  of  armed  men  to  detnand  of  a  free 
American  citizen  to  leave  his  home  on  election  day  t — A.  I  can  speak 
for  myself  personally.    I  did  not  indorse  it  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  not  regard  it  as  a  flagrant  outrage! — A.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  had  formed  an  opinion  in  regard  to  it.  I  did  not  indorse  the 
proceedings — the  killing  of  Matthews. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  that.  I  was  speaking  of  the  resolution  which  thej 
passed  within  yonr  knowledge — whether  you  did  or  did  not  regard  it 
as  a  flagrant  outrage  for  them  to  demand  of  an  American  citizen  that 
he  shocdd  leave  his  home  at  election  time  ^nd  not  vote! — A.  Does  not 
that  answer  sufficiently! 

Q.  I  understand  your  answer  to  apply  to  the  killing  of  Matthews. 
My  question  is  as  to  the  resolution  before  the  killing,  demanding  that 
he  should  leave  home  at  election  time. — A.  I  think  the  violation  of  any 
of  the  criminal  laws  is  an  outrage. 

Q.  Did  you  express  to  those  people  at  the  time  that  they  passed  that 
resolutioUf  that  opinion  ! — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  participate  in  the  reso- 
lution at  all. 

Q.  And  you  expressed  no  opinion  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  in  your  paper  denounce  that  act  at  any  time  ! 

The  Witness.  Denounce  the  passage  of  the  resolution  ! 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

A.  I  did  not.    I  was  not  editor  of  the  paper  at  the  time.    Of  course 
▼e  did  not  denounce  it,  because  it  was  passed  by  a  mass  meeting,  and 
Mr.  Meade  was  one  of  the  mass  meeting,  and  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee and  editor  of  the  paper,  and  endorsed  those  resolutions,  I  sup-  - 
pose.    His  opinions  and  mine  were  probably  different  on  the  subject. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  Do  you  refer  to  the  resolutions  passed  before  the  death  of  Mr. 
Ha^ews! — A.  1  mean  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  mass  meeting. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Mr.  Hoar  is  referring  to  the  resolution  passed  by  tiiese 
armed  men,  inviting  Mr.  Matthews  not  to  vote.  Mr.  Meade  did  not  ap- 
prove of  that,  did  he! 

Hie  Witness.  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

The  Chairman.  My  question  was  as  to  whether  the  paper  denounced 
that;  he  said  they  did  not.  But  in  regard  to  the  other  resolutions, 
I  miderstand  that  Mr.  Meade,  the  editor  of  the  paper  and  the  chairman 
of  tiie  Democratic  committee  did  approve  the  resolutions  passed  after 
Mr.  Matthews's  death.  Yon  say  you  and  Mr.  Meade  di£fered  about 
that!— A.  I  say  we  might  have  differed.  He  approved  the  passage  of 
the  resolutions;  he  was  chairman  of  the  meeting. 

By  Mr.  Oamkbon: 
Q.  And  signed  the  resolutions  as  chairman  ! — ^A.  YeSi  sir. 
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By  tbeOHAiBMAN: 

Q.  How  many  of  this  mob,  or  procession^  as  yon  oall  it,  were  at  tUs 
BUMS  meeting  t — ^A.  I  cannot  say.  A  great  many  went  home^  and  uome 
remained. 

Q.  Was  Ras.  Wheeler  at  that  meeting  Y — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  was 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 
Q.  Did  yon  publish  M^or  Baiksdale's  speech  or  a  synopsis  of  it  in 
year  paper  t — A.  I  think  it  was  pablished,  bnt  I  would  not  be  positive. 
I  think  Mr.  Meade  wrote  an  article  on  it,  bat  I  would  not  be  positive 
about  that. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  you  knew  anything  about  these  resolutions  that 
^ere  passed  by  the  mass  meeting  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Matthews  t^ 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  that  meeting t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  as  to  the  causes  for  holding  that  meet- 
ing t — A.  I  did  not  until  we  moved  up  to  the  court-house. 

Q.  What  took  place  then ;  what  did  you  learn  then  as  to  the  reasons 
for  calling  that  mass  meeting! — A.  I  can  give  you  the  substance  of 
what  the  chairman  in  taking  his  seat  said  was  the  cause.  He  said 
that  there  had  been  rumors  that  the  relations  of  J.  P.  Matthews  in- 
tended to  avenge  his  death,  and  to  protect  the  neighborhood  from  vio- 
lence the  passage  of  those  resolutions  was  necessary,  and  they  were 
drawn  up  in  the  interests  of  peace  and  quiet.    That  was  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  these  rumors  were  generally  prevalent  in 
Hazlehurst  or  notf — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  I  did  not  know  anything 
of  them  until  the  meeting. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  Matthews  family  generally  for 
I>eace  and  the  observance  of  good  order  f — A.  I  have  not  been  intimate 
with  the  Matthews  family,  although  I  have  known  them  a  good  deal, 
but  I  have  not  heard  them  express  themselves  like  many  have.  J.  ?• 
Matthews  personally  was  a  very  clever,  social  man,  but  the  people  there 
regarded  him  as  an  agitator. 

By  Mr.  Oaheron: 

Q.  Had  you  heard  the  rumors  to  which  Mr.  Meade  referred  in  Us 
speech  at  that  mass  meeting,  before  he  announced  it  at  the  meetingt— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  had  not.    I  thmk,  though 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  what  you  thought;  I  simply  ask  yon  whether 
yon  had  heard  those  rumors  bcriTore  heannounoed  it  from  thechatrf-^A 
Kot  the  rumors  that  brought  out  thoee  resolutions.  I  had  beard  rnmov 
before  that,  %ome  time. 

Q.  What  rumors  had  you  heard  f — A.  About  the  subsfanoe  of  flte 
statement  to  me  that  Mr.  MatUiews  had  had  hfs  brothers  and  sons 
(Bwom  to  avenge  his  death.    Those  are  the  rumors  that  I  heard. 

Q.  Who  informed  you  of  themt — A.  I  do  not  know ;  it  was  just  street 
tumor. 

Q.  Bnt  if  there  was  a  rumor,  somebody  must  hare  said  so  1— A.  I  can* 
not  say:  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  When  did  you  understand  that  he  had  them  sworn  to  avmige  his 
death! — A.  That  was  some  six  months  ago,  I  reckcm,  or  two  or  three 
months— well,  it  was  longer  than  that.  The  first  time  I  heard  it  was 
at  the  time  that  he  and  Judge  Mayes  had  scHne  difficulty  in  regard  to 
some  speaking.    I  was  not  on  the  ground  at  the  time,  and  really  did  not 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAQES   IN   MI88ISSIPPL  273 

know  much  about  that  point  at  the  time.  I  was  living  in  the  adjoining 
connty,  and  1  jnst  heard  it  as  a  rumor. 

Q.  What  1  wanted  to  get  at  was  exactly  the  rumors  you  did  hear. — ^A 
Well,  that  was  it — that  Mr.  Matthews  had  had  his  sons  and  brothers 
sworn  to  avenge  his  death. 

Q.  When  was  this  Mayes  diflBlculty  that  you  spoke  of;  was  it  not  in 
1875 f— A.  I  cannot  tell;  somewhere  along  there;  three  or  four  years 
ago;  some  time  ago. 

Q.  And  that  he  had  his  boys  and  his  brothers  then  sworn  to  avenge 
his  death! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  old  his  boys  are  nowf — A.  No,  sir;  I  can  guess 
at  it. 

Q.  You  may  guess  at  it. — A.  His  son  seems  to  be  nineteen  or 
twenty. 

Q.  The  older  sont — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  other  f — A.  He  looks  like  he  might  be  seventeen,  or  about 
that 

Q.  He  would  not  have  been  very  formidable  at  that  time,  being  only 
eight  years  old  t— A.  No,  sir. 

B.  B.  MiMS  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — ^Answer.  In  the  western  portion  of 
Copiah  County,  24  miles  from  Hazelhurst. 

Q*  In  what  beatf — A.  Beat  4. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t — ^A.  I  have  lived  in  the  county 
aboQt  15  years. 

Q.  In  that  beat! — ^A.  I  moved  in  that  beat  in  August  of  last  year. 

Q.  The  August  preceding  the  election t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been 
living  at  Crystal  Springs  for  fifteen  years,  in  the  same  county. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  f — ^A.  I  am  forming  and  merchandising. 

Q.  Were  you  in  beat  4  at  the  election  in  November,  1883  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir:  the  day  of  the  election.  > 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  the  election  in  that  beat ;  do  you  remem- 
ber!—A.  It  passed  off  very  quietly  at  Green's  Store,  where  I  voted. 

Q.  Had  there  been  any  disturbance  in  that  beat  previous  to  the 
electionf — A.  No,  sir;  none  at  all. 

Q.  What  party  carried  the  election  at  that  beatf — A.  The  Democrats 
carried  the  election  by  a  small  majority.  It  was  largely  composed  of 
colored  people,  especially  around  in  my  neighborhood. 

Q.  Did  any  of  tiie  colored  people  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  f — ^A. 
Tes,  sir;  they  did. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  suppose! — ^A.  I  have  no  idea.  I  know  the 
nomber  we  had  in  the  club.  We  had  about  27  men  enrolled  in  our  club. 
They  were  regular  members ;  organized  themselves. 

Q.  They  organized  the  club  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Attend^  the  meetings  regularly! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  called  themselves  Democrats  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  no  violence  or  disorder  in  that  beatf— A.  No, 
sir:  none  at  sdl.  I  had  8  or  10  men  come  to  my  place  for  tickets, 
iina  I  gave  them  to  them,  and  a  man  named  Willis  Jones  took  the  tick- 
ets away  from  them  and  told  them  that  they  should  not  vote  them,  and 
gave  them  other  tickets. 

Q.  And  gave  them  the  Independent  ticket! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

1W8  ooKa — oo 18 
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Q.  Than  the  only  instance  of  anything  of  the  kind  was  en  the  part 
of  the  Independent  party  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  WelL  these  27  c<dored  Democrats  voted  tue  ticket,  I  snppoee  t— A. 
Yes,  sir.  It  seemed  to  be  the  disposition  of  the  colored  people  in  tiiat 
country  not  to  register,  and  really  they  introduced  resolntions  in  this 
club  asking  the  colorea  people  not  to  register ;  but  a  good  many  of 
them — ^17  or  18  of  thif^  club— -did  vote  the  ticket.  I  saw  them.  They 
voted  an  open  ticket. 

Q.  A  good  many  of  the  colored  men  were  not  registered  t — ^A.  No,  sir; 
they  were  not  registered. 

Q.  Was  there  any  interference  with  their  registering t — ^A.  No,  sir; 
none  at  all.    We  insisted  upon  their  registering. 

Q.  Did  they  have  to  go  to  Hazlehurst  to  register  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  24  miles  to  Hazlehurst  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  how  those  who  were  not  registered 
would  have  voted  t — A.  Well,  just  before  the  election  Mr.  Matthews 
made  an  appointment  to  speak  there,  and  these  negroes  in  our  club  ib- 
troduced  a  resolution  by  themselves  requesting  Mr.  Matthews  not  to 
come  there.  Whether  it  was  served  or  not  I  do  not  know.  Mr.  Bur- 
net came  down  on  the  occasion.  I  was  there  present  myself,  but  I  do 
not  think  there  w^re  over  three  negroes  present  that  came  of  then*  owd 
accord,  outside  of  our  own  neighborhood,  to  hear  the  speeches.  It  wa.s 
a  total  failure  on  their  part 

Q.  Was  there  any  interference  or  attempt  to  keep  them  »wayt-*A 
Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Any  interference  with  Mr.  Burnet  in  speaking! — ^A.  Bo,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  his  speech  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  what  character  was  his  speech  t — ^A.  I  cannot  tell  yoa;  I  did 
not  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Matthews  speak  f— A.  Ko,  sir;  Mr.  Mattiiews 
did  not  come  out. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bpmet  wellt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  pretty  well. 

Q.  Have  you  known  him  since  his  residence  in  the  conn^  t— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  general  character  in  the  county  for  truth  and  verac- 
ity t — A.  Well,  that  is  rather  a  delicate  question. 

Q.  It  is  one  I  would  like  to  have  answered  t — A.  He  is  a  man  of  no 
character  at  all  in  our  place. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity ;  do  yoa  know  I— A. 
Well,  sir ;  I  really  do  not  know.  I  cannot  state  any  real  ftMSts,  bat  it 
is  very  hard  for  me  to  believe  him  on  oath  where  he  is  interested. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  sentiment  in  regard  to  Bomet  is  prevaleot  in 
your  county  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so,  and  I  think  it  will  be  proven  here 
before  you  get  through. 

Q.  Did  youknow  J.  P.  Matthews,  well  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  him  veiy 
well. 

Q.  What  was  his  character  as  a  man  of  peace,  or  otherwise,  in  politi- 
cal matters  t — A.  Socially  I  was  very  friendly  with  Mr.  Matthews.  I 
remember  at  the  last  camp-meeting  which  was  held  near  cor  town 
where  I  then  lived.  Crystal  Springs,  last  summer,  I  met  him,  and  I  bad 
a  good  many  conversations  with  him.  We  were  talking  abont  the 
coming  election,  and  about  that  tjme  two  yonng  ladies  pnmd  as,  very 
handsomely  dressed,  and  I  complimented  them ;  I  did  not  know  them, 
and  he  remarked  tiiat  they  were  his  daughters ;  and  the  idea  stroek  me 
forcibly,  and  I  remarked,  that  a  man  wit£  as  nice  a  family  as  he  had,  io- 
stead  of  taking  a  part  against  the  whole  country  and  a  mqoiity  of  tbe 
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best  people  of  the  eoouty,  as  he  had  always  done  in  politics,  that  I 
thonght  he  had  made  money  enough  and  ought  to  retire  and  come  out  oai 
the  decent  side.  He  jast  remarked  to  me  that  he  never  could ;  that 
the  whole  business  was  eoming  over  on  his  side  and  that  he  would  carry 
that  election — it  did  not  make  any  difference  what  the  cost.  That  is 
about  the  way  it  stood.  That  was  before  there  were  any  nominations 
made  in  any  oi  the  conventions. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  of  violent  or  peaceable  methods  in  politics  f — ^A.  He 
was  eonsidered  a  pretty  vicious  man  in  politics. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  make  any  speeches  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard 
the  second  speech  in  the  canvass. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  speech  f — ^A.  There  was  nothing  ob- 
jectionable in  that  speech.  I  had  heard  of  the  former  speech,  but  did 
not  hear  it. 

Q.  From  persons  who  were  present! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  their  report  as  to  the  former  speech  t — A.  It  was  con- 
sidered a  very  inflammatory  speech.  He  got  up  and  denied  having  made 
anything  of  the  kind.  The  second  speech  was  about  the  same  speech 
that  he  made. 

Q.  He  stated  in  his  second  speech  that  it  was  about  the  same  as  the 
flist^  and  denied  that  he  made  an  inflammatory  speech  the  first  time  Y — 
A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  report  about  his  first  speech  t — ^A.  I  do  not 
Temember.  I  was  a^ut  that  time  moving  to  another  part  of  the  county, 
and  happened  to  be  in  Crystal  Springs,  and  went  down  there. 

Q.  You  only  know  it  was  considered  a  very  inflammatory  speech  f — ^A. 
Tesygir. 

By  Mr.  Gamsbon: 

Q.  Where  do  you  now  reside  t — A.  At  Carpenter's  Station,  on  the 
Jackson  and  Natchez  Bailroad. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  t — ^A.  Since  August. 

Q.  Where  did  you  reside  previously  f — ^A.  In  Crystal  Springs^  Missis- 
sippi. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  t — A.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 

Q.  What  was  your  business  there  t — ^A.  I  was  a  merchant, 

Q.  Did  you,  or  not,  fail  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  fail!— A.  In  1879. 

Q.  For  how  much  did  yon  fail  t— A.  For  about  $2,500. 

Did  or  not  Mr.  Burnet,  as  an  attomev  for  some  of  your  creditors,  com- 
meooe  suit  against  you^nd  attach  ana  get  possession  of  your  account 
books  t— A.  NOf  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  did.  I  think  the  account  books 
were  brought  into  court  without  being  attached. 

Q.  They  were  brought  into  court  by  virtue  of  the  attachment,  and  in 
coDsequence  of  it,  were  they  nott — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  so. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Burnet  an  attorney  in  the  case! — ^A.  He  had  a  little 
claim,  I  think,  of  $115  or  $120. 

Q.  Were  you  not  examined  in  regard  to  your  books,  and  in  regard  to 
yoor  business  affairs  in  Mr.  Burnet's  office  t — ^A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Burnet  have  the  books,  and  put  you  on  the  stand 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  an  explanation  of  your  books,  and  you  were 
not  able  to  explain  them,  and  called  on  your  brother  to  assist  t — A.  I 
do  not  know  that  Burnet — we  were  both  put  on  the  stand  and  explained 
the  cases,  and  it  was  decided  in  favor  of  our  assignment  in  a  very  few 
minotes  after  the  jury  were  locked  up. 

Q.  Who  have  you  heard  state  that  they  would  not  believe  Burnet 
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ander  oath  t — A.  I  can  give  you  the  names,  and  could  go  home  and  giye 
the  statements  of  almost  any  namber. 

Q.  I  ask  yon  now. — A.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Dodds  here  say  so  thiB 
morning,  and  I  have  heard  Douglas  E.  Wilkinson,  a  merchant  of  Ciys- 
tal  Springs,  say  so. 

Q.  Who  elset — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  to  remember  exacfly ;  if  you  remember  at  all  f— 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  remember  anything  else  particularly. 

Q.  Those  are  the  only  twot^A.  Those  are  the  only  names  I  can  give 
light  now. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Wilkinson  make  that  statement Y — ^A.  Repeatedly; 
whenever  the  name  was  mentioned. 

Q.  What  difficulty  had  Mr.  Wilkinson  with  him  Y— A.  I  heard  it  be- 
fore he  had  any  difficulty  with  him  at  all. 

Q.  What  difficulty  did  he  have  with  him  t — ^A.  Well,  some  time  in 
1881,  or  I  believe  it  was  1880,  Mr.  Burnet  made  a  sfieech  in  Orystal 
Springs. 

Q.  A  political  speech  t — ^A.  Tes,  sir,  a  political  speech ;  and  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson introduced  Mr.  John  G.  McMartin,  and  he  made  a  speech,  and 
Mr.  Burnet  made  a  statement  that  be  had  organized  a  club  in  tbe  west- 
ern part  of  the  county  of  100,  right  in  my  neighborhood,  and  I  knew  it 
was  not  so,  and  Mr.  McMartin  made  the  statement  that  it  was  not  so, 
and  Burnet  became  enraged  about  his  being  brought  in  and  allowed  to 
speak,  as  he  con8idered,Xefore  the  club,  when  it  was  a  public  meeting, 
and  all  that,  and  he  got  wordy  with  Wilkinson  about  it,  and  I  do  not 
know  how  they  settled  it  or  anything  about  it. 

Q.  How  many  negroes  do  you  say  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at 
your  voting  placet — A.  Sixteen  or  seventeen,  I  think. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  those  negroes,  if  yod  can. — A.  I  can  give  you 
the  names  of  a  great  many  of  them ;  I  cannot  give  you  the  names  of  all 
of  them ;  I  can  give  you  the  names  on  my  immediate  place. 

Q.  Living  on  your  place  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  Leonard  Wilberr,  Aleck. 
Wilbert,  Dan.  Price,  John  Davis.  The  other  names  I  have  forgotten. 
I  can  furnish  the  names,  though. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  16  or  17  who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  were 
living  on  your  placet — A.  Those  four  were  living  on  my  place. 

Q.  You  are  a  Democrat! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am. 

Q.  How  long  had  they  been  living  on  your  placet — A.  Some  of  them 
four  or  five  years — Price  and  Davis;  the  other  two  had  moved  in  there 
last  year. 

Q.  On  whose  place  or  places  did  the  others  %ve  t — ^A.  I  do  not  re- 
member; up  near  the  beat  above  me.  I  am  living  almost  very  near  the 
line  of  Hinds  and  Copiah  Counties,  and  it  is  some  distance  up  to  Oreeo's 
store,  and  I  could  only  know  of  their  voting  by  their  coming  in  ami 
handing  in  their  open  ticket  and  showing  it  to  us,  and  making  state- 
ments to  that  effect. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  not,  that  those  negroes  who  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic  ticket  lived  on  the  places  of  Democrats  t — ^A.  Well,  the  whole 
neighborhood  there  were  Democrats. 

Q.  I  understand,  then,  that  they  all  lived  on  the  places  of  Democrate; 
is  that  your  information t — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  information.  I  did 
not  know  but  one  Radical  down  there,  and  that  was  J.  K.  Stanley. 

Q.  How  many  times  have  >ou  failed  in  business  there  t — A  I  have 
foiled  in  business  twice. 

Q.  When  did  you  fail  the  first  timet — A.  I  made  a  mistake  abont  it; 
1879  was  the  first  time,  and  the  second  time  was  1882. 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN  MISSISSIPPL  277 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  ; 

Q.  You  settled  pretty  mucli  all  your  indebtedness  with  your  credit- 
on  f— A.  All  bat  a  very  little.    I  settled  the  first  time  dollar  for  dollar. 

Q.  The  last  failure  yon  settled  on  a  compromise t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  of 
about  40  or  50  cents. 

Q.  It  was  satisfactory  to  your  creditors t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  gained 
my  case  in  conrt  all  the  way  through. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  I  suppose  the  creditors  were  satisfied  with  40  cents  because  they 
were  satisfied  that  they  could  get  no  more,  were  they  nott — A.  I  do  not 
know  about  that.  The  circumstance>s  are  known  there,  and  they  did  not 
express  anything  but  what  they  were  satisfied. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  pay  anything  on  the  claim  that  Mr.  Burnet  held 
against  you  f — A.  I  have  forgotten  what  claim  that  was.  We  have  only 
two  or  three  claims.  We  have  settled  nearly  all  on  the  last  claim.  There 
would  be  no  trouble  about  settling  this.  I  did  not  state  that  we  settled 
in  full  on  the  last  trouble.  There  is  only  a  few  that  we  have  not  settled 
wiUi. 

L.  F.  BiBDSONG  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Qaestion.  Where  do  you  reside!— Answer.  At  Hazlehurst,  Copiah 
County,  Mississippi. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  that  passed  these  resolutions 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Matthews! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  or  not  opposed  to  the  passage  of  those  resolutions — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  solicit  Mr.  Sexton  to  make  a  speech  in  opposition 
to  them!— A.  Yes,  sir.. 

Q.  Did  he  or  not  essay  to  make  an  effort  in  opposition  to  it! — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  went  down  about  middle  way  of  the  court-house  and  told 
him  he  ought  to  go  and  allay  the  excitement;  that  the  excitement  was 
nmniDg  too  high  and  that  they  were  likely  to  do  wrong;  and  he  came 
right  out  to  make  a  speech,  and  about  that  time  Major  Barry  got  up 
and  offered  some  resolutions  that  were  conciliatory,  and  he  was  hissed 
down  at  once,  and  Mr.  Sexton  then  refused  to  say  anything. 

Q.  It  was  tne  excitement  on  that  occasion  that  prevented  Mr.  Sexton 
making  a  speech  of  that  kind!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  when  the  effort  was  made  by  Major  Barry  the  confusion  and 
excitement  were  so  great  that  he  was  not  heard! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  These  excited  men  in  that  meeting  then  had  the  control,  apparently, 
of  the  meeting! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  a  meeting  called  by  any  public  notice  or  was  it  just  an  ex- 
temporized meeting! — A.  That  was  my  understanding;  I  know  some- 
body told  me  there  would  be  a  meeting  there,  and  I  wished  to  go  over 
and  1  did  go  over;  it  was  an  extemporized  meeting. 

Q.  Did  the  majority  of  the  people — of  the  Democrats  of  that  county 
and  of  that  parish,  or  beat,  as  they  call  it — did  the  majority  of  them 
participate  in  it  or  have  anything  at  all  to  do  with  it! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  approve  of  any  such  proceeding! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  large  majority  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Copiah 
County  that  utterly  condemned  any  violence! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a  very  large 
majority. 
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Q.  This  was  simply  the  eballidon  of  an  excited  moltitcide  at  tiie  timet 
A.  Yes,  air;  and  of  some  men  who  were  foil  <rf  whisky. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  whether  or  uot  tiiere  were  any  ramors  which  gave  rifle 
to  tbttt  meeting,  of  violenoe  on  the  part  of  the  ftiends  of  Mr.  Matthews; 
whether  there  were  any  rumors  that  there  woald  be  violence  on  tiie 
part  <rf  the  friends  of  Mr.  Matthews  after  he  had  been  killed  f— A.  I 
know  it  had  been  said — ^I  heard  it  myself— that  he  had  siud  that  if  he 
ever  was  killed  that  his  boys  and  brothers  woald  vindicate  his  deadi;  1 
know  that;  I  know  there  were  such  rumors  as  that  afloat  previous;  1 
had  heard  it  often. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  character  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  t — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Was  he  regarded  as  a  peaceable  man,  or  as  a  man  of  an  excitable 
temper  and  violent  in  his  expressions! — A.  Mr.  Matthews  was  this  kied 
of  a  man,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment.  If  not  opposed,  he  was  a  pence- 
able  and  very  quiet  man^  but  in  politics  it  seemed  to  be  bis  mode  to 
always  array  one  race  against  the  other,  and  to  carry  his  politick  ends 
he  would  use  any  means.  He  had  no  standard  of  morals,  it  seemed  to 
me.  He  would  do  anything  in  the  world  to  carry  his  purpose,  or  any- 
thing to  carry  out  his  ends. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  A.  W.  Burnet! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Lis  character  and  reputation  in  your  neighborhood 
in  that  county  fpr  veracity! — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  I  only  knew  Mr. 
Burnet  while  Ue  lived  at  Hazlehurst,  which  was  only  a  short  time;  that 
is,  eight  or  twelve  months  before  he  left  there.  My  intimacy  and  ac- 
quaintance with  him  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  form  any  judg- 
ment pro  or  con  only  as  I  saw  him  moving  through  the  streets  until 
since  I  saw  published  statements  in  the  papers,  and  if  they  have  not 
misrepresented  Mr.  Burnet  he  has  certainly  equivocated  from  what  I 
know  to  be  the  facts  very  far. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  reported  interview  in  the  National  Republican 
published  in  Washington  City! — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  did  in 
that  paper,  but  I  saw  several  accounts  purporting  to  be  from  Burnet 
I  suppose  I  saw  all  that  were  published.  I  saw  quite  a  number  of  them, 
but  I  do  not  remember  any  special  paper. 

Q.  If  those  interviews  which  you  have  seen  are  correctly  reported  as 
to  the  language  of  Burnet,  would  you  believe  him  as  to  the  taucts  >oa 
know  on  his  oath! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  would  not,  because  I  know  them  to 
be  false.  That  is,  I  do  not  say  the  entire  thing  is  false,  but  I  know 
there  is  enough  false  mixed  in  with  it  to  place  it  where  I  would  not  be- 
lieve him  under  such  circumstances. 

By  Mr.  Gambbon: 

Q.  About  how  many  men  were  in  the  mass  meeting  that  passed  the 
resolutions  that  have  been  referred  to! — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  There  was 
quite  a  crowd  in  the  court-house. 

Q.  It  was  held  in  the  court-house! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Estimate  the  number  as  near  as  you  can. — A.  I  suppose  there 
was  probably  three  or  four  times  as  many  as  there  is  in  this  room;  quite 
enough  to  fill  up  a  room  probably  twice  as  large  as  this,  and  enough  to 
fill  up  one-half  of  the  room  so  that  it  would  look  pretty  well  packed 
with  people,  and  probably  more.  I  could  hardly  estimate  a  crowd  in 
that  way. 

Q.  Were  the  people  composed  mostly  of  residents  of  Hazlehurst!— 
A.  No,  sir.  I  think  there  were  quite  as  many  from  the  countiy,  and 
probably  a  great  many  more. 
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Q.  Were  y<ra  aoqnainted  with  any  of  those  who  were  at  thp  meetingf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  their  general  reputation  in  the  commrnity  where  they 
residet^A.  It  was  a  mixed  multitude  of  people;  some  of  the  very  best 
men  in  the  county  and  some  of  the  very  worst. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  some  of  the  prominent  gentlemen  of  Hazlehurst 
who  were  present  at  that  meeting. — A.  Mr.  Sexton  was  there ;  Mi^or 
Barry  was  there.  He  lived  out  in  the  country  a  little.  Those  I  spe- 
cially remember.  I  think  that  Mr.  Harris  was  there,  and  everybody 
Dearly.  I  cannot  remember  all  those  that  were  there  without  having 
tboaght  about  it  some.  It  was  just  as  you  gather  up  people  together : 
as  th^  come  right  in  on  the  streets;  the  meeting  was  announ^  ana 
we  all  came  in. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  meetingf — ^A.  I  believe  it  was  Mr. 
Meade,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Q.  Was  or  was  not  Mr.  Meade  at  that  time  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic county  committeet — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  sml  the  chairman  of  that  committee  f — 
A  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Who  were  the  secretaries  of  that  meetingf — ^A.  I  could  not  tell 
you;  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  or  did  not  any  one  speak  in  opposition  to  the  adoption  of 
those  resolutionsf — ^A.  No.  As  I  told  you,  M^jor  Barry  started  to  do 
6o;  well,  he  did.  He  objected  to  it,  but  there  was  so  much  excitement 
aod  conrasion  they  just  forced  him  down. 

Q.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  were  a  large  minority  of  the  meeting  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  tliose  riesolutionsf — A.  I  do  not  think,  coolly 
and  calmly 

Q.  No,  no;  just  as  they  were  then,  at  that  time. — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  the  majority  were  in  &vor  of  it  at  the  time,  under  the  excitement. 

Q.  Did  any  one  object  to  them,  except  M%jor  Bany,  publicly  f — A.  No, 
sir;  when  we  saw  that  it  could  not  be  carried  we  quietly  sat  down;  I 
know  I  did.  I  was  using  my  influence  to  try  to  get  a  different  state  of 
affairs  braught  about.  I  did  not  want  those  resolutions  published.  I 
did  not  want  the  thing  to  go  so  far,  and  I  used  what  influence  I  had, 
and  saw  I  was  powerless,  and  I  stopped. 

Q.  When  dia  you  use  your  influence  in  that  direction  f — ^A.  When  I 
went  to  Mr.  Sexton  and  asked  him  to  make  a  speech  to  allay  the  pas- 
sions of  tiie  people. 

Q.  You  stated  that  you  did  not  want  those  resolutions  published. 
Why  did  yon  not  want  them  published  f — ^A.  I  did  not  care  what  they 
did  with  the  resolutions;  I  didn't  want  them  passed  at  all;  that  is  what 
I  said. 

Q.  What  was  the  objection  to  passing  themf — ^A.  Because  I  thought 
they  were  too  radicsd  in  their  tenor. 

Q.  What  was  wrong  about  themf — A.  If  you  will  read  them  I  will 
point  it  out.  I  cannot  remember  all  that  was  in  them,  but  I  will  point 
it  oat  by  detail. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  anything  in  them  now  that  you  otgected  to,  if 
so,  state  what  it  is. — A.  I  could  not  call  up  just  exactly  what  it  was.  I 
have  told  you  in  the  main  what  my  idea  was,  that  they  were  too  violent 
in  their  expression. 

Q.  Here  is  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  published  in  the  Jackson  Tribune. 
—A.  Yes,  sir;  if  you  will  read  them  I  will  tell  you  what  I  objected  to  in 
them. 

Mr.  Caxerov  (reading  the  extract  referred  to).  ^^On  Wednesday,  the 
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7th  instanty  the  citizens  of  Oopiah  Goanty  met  in  mass  meeting.  J.  L. 
Meade  was  elected  chairman  and  Jesse  Thompson,  jr.,  and  C.  J.  Allen 
were  chosen  secretaries.  The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and 
unanimously  adopted."  Were  they  unanimously  adopted  so  fiskr  as  yen 
know  f — ^A.  As  I  have  told  you,  while  they  were  assented  to,  they  were 
not  unanimously  adopted. 

Q.  Was  there  any  negative  vote  against  them? — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  was. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  that  there  was  not  t — A.  I  do  not  think  there 
was  any  vote.  I  do  not  think  anybody  said  ^^  no  "  that  I  remember.  I 
just  simply  know  what  my  feelings  were. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  what  your  feelings  were;  I  am  asking  yon 
the  facts  that  oocurrod  at  the  meeting. — A.  I  am  trying  to  give  jon 
the  facts. 

Mr.  Oahebon  (continuing  to  read).  "Whereas  certain  rumors  are 
current  that  the  relatives  of  the  late  J.  P.  Matthews  have  threatened 
the  peace  of  society,  in  order  to  avenge  his  death,  by  killing  Democrats 
and  destroying  their  property."  Had  you  heard  those  rumors  T — ^A.  Tes, 
sir:  I  had  heiu*d,  as  I  said  before 

Q.  I  mean  the  rumors  after  his  death  and  before  this  meeting.— A.  I 
hecurd  them  before. 

Q.  Before  his  death  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  after  his  death  t — A.  I  do  not  remember 
whether  I  did  or  not  after  his  death. 

Q.  When  before  his  death  did  yoa  hear  those  rumors  t — A.  I  heard 
them  frequently 

Q.  I  mean  when  did  you  hear  them  t — ^A.  It  would  be  right  hard  to 
say  when.    I  know  I  heard  them  before. 

Q.  What  were  the  rumors  that  you  heard  t — ^A.  The  campaign  was 
very  much  excited.  It  was  just  a  week  Qr  so,  I  could  not  state  the 
exact  time ;  it  was  just  before  the  election.  I  heard  it  said  that  Hr. 
Matthews  had  said  that  if  he  was  ever  killed  his  boys  would  vindicate 
his  death. 

Q.  How  would  they  vindicate  his  death  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  how 
they  intended  to  do  it,  but  the  inference  was  that  they  would  kill  who- 
ever  

Q.  I  am  not  asking  for  inferences ;  I  am  asking  yon  what  you  did 
hear. — ^A.  That  is  what  I  thought  about  it. 

Q.  I  ask  you  not  what  you  tiiought  about  it,  but  what  you  heard  t— 
A.  That  is  what  I  heard. 

Q.  That  if  he  at  any  time  wad  killed  his  boys  would  vindicate  his 
death  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  heard  t — That  is  about  what  I  remember  now. 

Q.  Who  told  you  thatt — ^A.  I  could  not  tell  you  now.  You  know 
how  those  things  are.  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  hearing  mj 
boys  speaking  about  it,  and  I  think  that  little  boy  of  Mr.  Matthewe^ 
told  me  lately — I  have  forgotten  his  name. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Simon  t 

The  Witness.  That  is  one  way  in  which  it  came  to  me ;  it  might 
have  come  in  others.  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  it  or  thought  there 
was  anything  in  it  in  any  way.  In  the  first  place  I  did  not  beheve  any- 
body would  ever  kill  Mr.  Matthews,  and  I  did  not  believe  these  things 
woidd  ever  come  up. 

Mr.  Oambbon.  Had  you  before  the  election  heard  that  the  persons  to 
be  killed  were  Democrats  1 — ^A.  No  sir ;  I  never  heard  tiiat.  I  never  heaid 
that  anybody  was  to  be  killed. 
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Q.  Toa  say  that  yoa  know  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Democrats  in 
Copiah  County  disapproved  these  resolutions! — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it  f — ^A.  I  told  you  I  thought  so.  I  think  so 
because  the  large  majority  of  the  Democratic  people  of  Copiah  County 
are  good  people,  in  my  judgment.  I  have  been  living  among  them 
sixteen  or  eighteen  years,  and  I  know  the  mmority  of  them  are  law- 
abiding  citizens  and  as  good  people  as  you  will  find  in  any  other  country 
of  average  men  of  inteUigence. 

Q.  You  say  these  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  people  at  the  meet- 
ing and  a  large  number  of  those  i>eople  were  good  people  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  did  not  vote  against  itt — A.  But  it  was  under  very  ex- 
citing circumstances.  The  minds  of  everybody  were  very  much  in- 
flamed, and  it  was  very  hard  to  control  the  public  sentiment,  just  at 
that  time,  of  the  people. 

Q.  Who  have  you  heard  condemn  these  resolutions  since  their  adop- 
tion by  that  meeting  of  Democratsi — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
heard  any  one  specially  condemn  them. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  one  disapprove  of  them  since  that  time— since 
their  adoption  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whot — A.  Judge  Cooper,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 

Q.  Where  does  he  reside  ! — ^A.  At  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  themt — ^A.  He  said  it  was  very  nnfor* 
tonate:  that  was  my  recoUection. 

Q.  What  was  unfortunate! — A.  That  the  x>eople  should  suffer  them- 
selves to  become  so  excited  as  to  pass  resolutions  of  that  kind.  That  is 
my  recoUection  of  it. 

Q.  What  citizens  of  Hazlehurst  have  yon  heard  condemn  these  reso- 
lutions since  they  were  adopted  f — A.  I  have  not  talked  to  anybody 
about  it,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  heard  any  one.  Myself  and 
a  neighbor  were  speaking  of  it  directly  afterwards,  and  Judge  Cooper 
was  down  and  it  came  up. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  Judge  Cooper  is  a  Hazlehurst  mant — A.  Yes,  sir.    He  used  to 
attend  to  my  practice,  and  we  were  intimate  friends. 

By  Mr.  Cameron: 

Q.  But  you  have  not  heard  any  i>erson,  any  citizen  who  resides  in 
Hadehurst,  condemn  these  resolutions  since  their  adoption  1 — A.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  especially.    I  do  not  think  I  have. 

Q.  WiD  you  please  state  what  portion  of  the  interview,  purporting  to 
have  been  given  by  Burnet  to  some  newspaper  in  Washington,  was  not 
truet— A.  Well,  I  remember  one  thing  especially.  One  statement  was 
that  he  was  shot^f  I  mistake  not,  on  election  day  or  the  day  before  or 
about;  that  Mr.  Hart  shot  him.  That  is  one  statement  that  I  remember 
especially,  and  I  know  that  was  false. 

Q.  Is  it  a  &ct  that  he  was  shot  by  Hartt — ^A.  It  is  said  that  he  was ; 
tiiat  is  the  current  report  or  rumor. 

Q.  Then  that  portion  of  the  statement  was  not  £alse,  only  the  time. 
IsUiat  all  that  was  false  in  itt — ^A.  That  is  what  I  especially  remember 
now. 

Q.  Are  you  entirely  certain  that  that  was  in  the  interview  t 

The  WiTNBSS.  In  which  interview! 

Mr.  Cambbon.  In  the  interview  that  Mr.  Burnet  had. 

The  Witness.  That  is  my  recollection  of  it  as  I  read  it. 

Q.  What  else  was  false  in  it  t — ^A.  If  you  will  just  read  it  I  will  point 
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it  out,  bat  I  cannot  remember  it  now.    You  wonld  have  to  bring  it  op 
before  me.    I  remember  the  impression  on  my  mind. 
By  the  Cwatrman; 

Q.  I  understand  the  only  thing  yon  now  remember  whieh  led  yoa  in 
this  interview  to  attribute  falsity  to  Burnet  was  his  statement  that  he 
was  shot  on  election  dayt — ^A.  That  is  one  of  the  things. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  thing  you  have  mentioned.  Do  you  remember 
anything  else  t — A.  I  cannot  remember.  You  would  have  to  show  it 
to  me. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  if  this  is  not  what  the  interview  says  on  that  sub- 
ject [reading] :  '<  Some  weeks  before  the  election  I  went  to  Jscksoo. 
*  *  *  I  got  home  late  at  night  and  went  to  bed.  The  next  momiog 
a  friend  of  mine  came  to  my  room."  I  am  skipping  some  of  the  Bsa- 
tenoes  as  to  what  occurred.  •  •  *  "A  couple  of  hours  afterward  I 
was  walking  down  the  street  and  then  he  shot  me."  Does  he  not  state  in 
that  interview  that  it  was  some  weeks  before  the  election,  distinctly  f— 
A.  That  is  not  my  recollection  of  it  at  all. 

Q.  Just  look  at  that  and  state  if  it  is  not  the  language  yon  saw  used 
in  tibat  interview ;  is  not  that  the  interview  you  saw  [l]^ding  a  paper 
to  witness]! — A.  [Looking  at  the  p^>er.]  Well,  here  is  another  poidtive 
falsehood  that  he  has  given. 

Q.  Just  stick  to  the  one  you  have  got  first.  We  are  asking  aboat* 
that  first.  Were  you  not  mistaken  in  thinking  that  that  interview  rep- 
resented Burnet  as  having  been  shot  on  election  day  t  Do  yon  not  think 
80  now  that  you  have  read  it  over  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  1 
feel  quite  sure  that  in  the  paper  I  read  it  from  it  was  stated  just  that 
way. 

Q.  That,  as  I  am  informed,  is  the  National  B^ublican.  in  whieh  the 
interview  was  published,  and  is  a  copy  of  the  paper  itself^  and  is  the 
only  interview  he  has  had.  Now,  if  it  should  turn  out  that  that  is  true 
and  that  is  the  original  paper,  you  would  think  that  maybe  you  were 
mistaken  in  that  particular  1 — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  if  that  is  what  I  read 
from. 

Q.  There  is  something  else  you  wanted  to  say  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir  [reading 
from  the  paper] :  <<  I  was  the  only  Bepublican  lawyer  there  and  wa« 
getting  most  of  the  business."  I  do  not  think  Burnet  ever  got  but  one 
case,  that  $25  was  involved  in,  during  his  whole  stay  there,  and  that  I 
think  the  people  were  robbed  in. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  the  list  of  cases  that  Mr.  Burnet  gave  the  other 
day,  did  you  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  but  I  think  I  know  something  of  the  practice 
in  Hazlehurst,  and  I  think  he  was  considered  just  simply  a  justice's 
eourt  lawyer,  and  that  was  all. 

Q.  What  case  is  that  you  speak  oft — ^A.  That  is  where  the  board  al 
supervisors  voted  him  91,000  to  investigate  Uncle  Billy  Cook's  bond. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  the  last  witness  testify  that  he  had  a  claim 
against  him  involving  more  than  that  sum  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  paj* 
ing  any  attention  to  the  evidence. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Burnet  have  all  the  business  of  the  Bepublicaos 
there t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.  I  think  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  himself 
always  gave  his  important  business  to  other  lawyers,  and  he  had  im- 
portant  business. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  that  t — ^A.  I  think  I  do.    I  think  I  have  been 
in  court  enough  to  know. 
By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  at  Hazlehnrstt— A.  I  have 
been  in  business  since  1866,  and  probably  a  little  earlier  than  that 
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Q.  Have  yoa  erer  tailed  in  basinem  theret — A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  When  1— A.  In  1868, 1  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Did  jou  settle  with  yoar  creditorsi — ^A.  I  made  an  assignment  in 
whioh  I  tamed  over  eveiy  dollar's  worth  of  property  and  everything  in 
the  world  that  I  had,  save  my  home,  distribnting  equally  to  everybody. 

Q.  How  much  did  the  creditors  receive  out  of  tiie  wreck  f — ^A.  They 
received  25  cents  on  the  dollar.  They  sold  it  out  to  Major  Millsaps,  who 
resides  now  at  3rookhaven. 

Q.  Had  you  heard  anything  of  this  procession,  as  some  of  the  wit- 
nesaescaU  it,  going  over  the  country,  prior  to  the  Section  1 — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  that  they  were  raiding  over  the  country,  as 
near  as  you  can  state  f — A.  My  recollection  is  that  it  was  several  days 
before  the  election  that  my  attention  was  first  called  to  it 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  the  shooting  of  a  colored  man  named  Wallis  t — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  of  any  special  name.  I  heard  there  was  a 
uegro  killed,  but  I  do  not  remember  who  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  they  had  been  firing  into  the  houses  of  negroes 
in  the  country! — A.  I  heard  this— this  is  just  about  the  first  I  heard: 
1  beard  that  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  said  that  they  were  riding  over  that 
country  and  intimidating  the  voters  and  committing  lawless  acts,  and 
that  if  the  sheriff  did  not  put  a  stop  to  it,  that  he  had  plenty  of  men 
and  would  go  down  and  do  it  himself.  That  is  about  what  I  heard; 
that  he  could  raise  plenty  of  men  and  would  go  down  and  put  a  stop  to 
it  himself. 

Q.  Can  yoa  give  the  names  of  any  of  the  men  who  were  in  that  com- 
pany!— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  can  give  the  names  of  some  of  them. 

Q.  Were  two  of  your  own  sons  in  itt — ^A.  No,  sir  j  I  do  not  think 
they  were.  One  of  my  sons  went  away  against  my  wishes.  I  did  not 
know  anything  about  it.  A  boy  of  mine,  some  17  years  old,  went  off 
withont  my  permission.  I  am  very  sorry  that  he  went;  I  did  not  want 
him  to  go. 

Q.  You  understand  that  he  went  with  that  company,  do  yout — ^A. 
Yes,  air;  I  think  he  did ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  remain  with  itt — ^A.  I  think  he  remained  all  of 
one  day  with  Uiem. 

Q.  What  day  was  that  t — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  what  day ;  I  do  not 
know  what  day  it  was. 

Q.  Was  that  boy  away  at  night,  also! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  could  not 
have  got  home,  after  going  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  away,  well. 

Q.  When  did  he  leave  home,  and  when  did  he  return,  according  to 
yonr  best  recollection  t — ^A.  Well,  if  he  left  to-day,  say.  I  think  he  came 
back  probably  the  next  day ;  that  is  my  recollection  oi  it.  He  was  not 
gone  over  two  days,  I  feel  quite  sure. 

Q.  Did  he  inform  you  where  he  had  been,  or  do  you  know  where  he 
had  heent — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  told  me  he  had  been  with  the— I  do  not 
know  what  he  called  them. 

Q.  Did  he  call  it  the  procession  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  now. 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  he  had  been  out  electioneering  with  some  of  the 
boys  1— A.  No,  I  do  not  remember  that  he  told  me  that.  Of  coarse,  I 
knew  where  he  had  been,  but  I  do  not  know  what  they  called  it. 

Q.  Where  had  he  been;  in  what  part  of  the  county  had  he  been? — 
A.  I  think  he  had  been  in  beat  3. 

Q.  Did  he  or  not  come  into  Hazlehurst  with  the  procession  on  Mon- 
day t^A.  I  do  not  know;  I  expect  he  did.  I  did  not  see  him  when  he 
came  in. 
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Q.  Did  he  leave  on  Sunday! — ^A.  He  might  have  done  so,  but  I  do 
not  remember  now  what  day  he  left. 

Q.  Bat  yon  think  he  returned  with  the  procession  on  Monday  t—A. 
I  think  he  retailed  the  day  after  he  left,  but  I  do  not  remember  when 
that  was. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  he  returned  on  Monday,  the 
day  before  the  election! — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  that:  no,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  Mr.  Matthews  was  snott — ^A.  I  was  in 
my  store. 

Q.  How  far  from  Mr.  Matthew^'  store. — ^A.  It  is  across  the  street 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  gun  firet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  statement  or  exclamation  did  you  make  when  you  heard  the 
gun  fire. — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  E.  B.  Wheelert — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  acquainted  with  him  f — ^A.  I  have  known 
him  16  or  18  years,  I  think. 

Q.  Are  you  one  of  the  sureties  on  his  bondt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  your  cosurety  f — A.  Mr.  Higdon  and  Mr.  Ellis. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Ellis  is  a  relative  of  yours. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  brother- 
in-law :  we  married  sisters. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  Mr.  Wheeler  first  after  he  shot  Mr.  Matthewst^ 
A.  I  saw  him  on  this  side  of  the  street  first. 

Q.  The  side  of  the  street  that  your  store  was  on  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  went 
immediately  up  to  the  comer  and  got  up  there  and  he  was  coming  jast 
across  from  the  other  side  of  the  street— across  the  bridge,  so  to  speak. 

Q.  Did  he  at  that  time  have  a  gun  in  his  hand  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  tiunk 
he  did. 

Q.  Was  any  one  with  him  f — ^A.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  peo- 
ple ti^ailing  along  following  like  a  crowd  will. 

Q.  Oive  the  names,  if  you  remember. — A.  I  cannot  say.  I  was  there 
myself. 

Q.  Who  else  ! — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Meade  with  him  f — A.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Meade. 

Q.  Where  did  Mr.  Wheeler  go  t — A.  He  went  to  the  comer  of  Snbat's, 
a  brick  store,  still  ranging  up  the  street 

Q.  You  followed  or  trailed  on  after  him! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  up 
until  I  got  to  the  comer  of  the  bank  and  then  went  home. 

Q.  How  soon  after  that  was  it  that  you  went  on  his  bond  ?— A.  It 
was  not  long.  They  had  him  arrested  right  off,  I  do  not  think  it  was 
more  than  an  hour  probably. 

Q.  Who  requested  you  to  become  one  of  his  sureties  t — ^A.  My  leool- 
lection  is  Mr.  Meade  did. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  that  that  is  the  fact  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
so. 

By  the  Ohaibhan  : 

Q.  1  would  like  to  ask  you  one  question.  Did  yon  say  in  answer  to 
Mr.  Jonas  or  Mr.  Saulsbury  that  the  better  portion  of  the  Democratic 
party  disapproved  of  these  ofienses  of  whipping  the  negroes  and  visit- 
ing their  houses  1 — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  And  they  also,  the  better  portion  of  the  Democratic  party,  tiiink 
it  a  calamity  to  the  public  to  have  the  Bepublican  party  carry  the 
county,  do  they  not t — A.  No,  sir;  not  as  a  Bepublican  party.  The  Be- 
publican party  in  the  North  and  the  Bepublican  party  in  the  South  are 
two  very  different  things. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  Bepublican  party  of  the  county  of  Copiah  f^ 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  That  they  think  is  a  calamity  t— A.  Not  as  a  party.  If  you  just 
rid  the  county  of  J.  P.  Matthews  and  the  men  that  he  monopolized  and 
controlled,  men  would  not  object  to  two  parties ;  they  would  be  glad 
of  it;  1  would  be.  But  if  they  are  to  be  controlled,  if  the  offices  and 
the  emoluments  of  the  offices  are  to  be  controlled  to  rob  people 

Q.  If  they  should  be  controlled  by  the  people  whom  they  prefer  for 
their  leaders  instead  of  the  people  whom  the  Democrats  prefer  for  their 
leaders — isn't  that  it! — A.  No,  sir;  that  is  not  it. 

Q.  You  think  it  would  have  been  a  calamity  to  have  had  the  Bepub* 
lican  party  carry  that  election,  this  Independent  party  in  that  county, 
ander  the  circumstances? — A.  I  think  it  would  be  a  calamity  for  the 
men  who  were  on  the  Independent  ticket  t6  have  been  elected.  I  think 
it  would  have  been  a  calamity.  I  think  the  county  would  have  been 
bankrupted  in  two  years! 

Q.  Which  do  think  would  be  the  greatest  calamity  to  Copiah  County, 
on  the  whole,  the  carrying  of  it  by  the  Independents  or  having  these 
offenses  and  outrages  upon  the  negroes  happen  f — A.  It  is  very  hard 
to  tell  which  in  the  long  run.  It  would  take  a  man  who  has  studied 
the  politics  over  there  more  than  I  have  to  state  that. 

Q.  You  have  a  doubt  whether  it  was  best  to  have  the  Independents 
carrj'  the  county  or  have  these  outrages  happen! — A.  I  am  free  to  con- 
fess that  the  necessities  of  the  case  required  such  desperate  remedies. 

Q.  But  you  think  that  the  necessities  of  the  case  did  require  such 
remedies! — A.  I  think  desperate  diseases  require  desperate  remedies. 

Q.  And  do  the  majority  of  the  better  class  of  Democrats  in  Copiah 
County  concur  with  yon  in  the  opinion  you  have  just  expressed! — A.  I 
cannot  say  as  to  that. 

Q.  Is  that  your  belief! — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  believe  this,  Mr.  Hoar, 
that  the  good  people  of  Copiah  County  want  peace  and  order. 

Q.  That  I  understand. — A.  And  I  believe  if  they  were  let  alone — if 
SQch  men  as  the  Matthewses  would  just  let  them  alone — that  the  colored 
people  and  the  white  people  would  soon  be  friendly  and  work  along  to- 
gether and  we  would  have  no  trouble.  But  Mr.  Matthews  seemed  to 
want  office  all  the  time,  and  he  could  manipulate  the  people.  He  could 
pat  this  one  on  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  Buf  kin  down  here  on 
another  one,  and  place  things  just  as  he  pleased.  And  then  he  got 
their  warrants  up  and  down  and  bought  them  at  his  own  price,  and  it 
was  all  for  gain  the  way  I  look  at  it  It  was  not  for  the  love  of  the  Be- 
pnblican  party  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  Republican,  but  simply  to  make 
money  by  it  and  keep  office ;  that  is  the  way  I  looked  at  it. 

Q.  What  money  did  he  make  by  it! — A.  He  made  all  he  has  got. 

Q*  Is  he  not  the  only  sheriff  of  that  county  who  went  out  of  office  who 
was  not  a  defaulter  ! — ^A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  another  point  that  I  just  say 
is  not  true. 

Q.  You  say  that  this  desperate  disease,  which  is  the  disease  of  hav- 
ing the  majority  of  the  people  of  that  county  elect  such  men  as  Mr. 
Matthews  to  office,  required  a  desperate  remedy,  and  you  did  not  know 
which  was  the  worst! — ^A.  That  had  reference  to  the  whipping  of  the 
negroe?*. 

Q.  That  I  understand.  Now  my  question  is  whether  you  thought 
that  the  majority  of  the  better  class  of  Democrats  in  that  county  con- 
carred  with  you  in  that  opinion  ! — A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 
1  cannot  say  what  others  think. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  their  opinion  on  that  subject  as  well  as  you  know 
their  opinion  on  the  subject  where  you  just  gave  it  disapproving  of 
these  outrages! — A.  If  you  will  allow  me  I  will  explain  that. 
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Q.  I  woald  like  to  have  you  Answer  me;  of  ooone  in  yonr  own  way.— 
A.  I  think  this;  that  the  people  of  OopiahOonnty  had  rather  nae  some— 
yon  might  term  it  bulldozing — ^than  to  have  fastened  upon  them  a  set 
of  officers  who  will  be  continually  passing  laws  flooding  the  coontry 
with  warrants  to  bankrupt  the  people,  and  taking  the  people^s  money 
really  for  nothing.    That  is  what  I  think  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  charge  which  you  make  against  the 
Republican  leaders  in  that  county  is  made  by  the  Demooats  ev^y- 
where  against  Eepublicans  all  over  the  country.  They  make  the  same 
charges  against  the  national  administration. — ^A.  Yes^sir;  and  some  of 
them  are  sustained  very  thoroughly,  too. 

Q.  Well,  you  believe  that.  So  that  if  the  Democrats  make  iheee 
charges  all  over  the  country  and  believe  it,  in  your  opinion  they  are 
justified  in  using  the  same  measures  everywhere^  if  they  dare  tof— >A. 
I  think  they  do  bulldozing  just  as  much  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
and  those  States  as  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  And  you  think  it  is  justifiable  if  the  disease  requires  a  desperate 
remedy  f — ^A.  I  think  you  people  up  there  regard  it  so  by  the  way  yoo 
term  it 

Q.  I  wished  to  know  what  you  thoughtt — ^A.  I  tell  you  the  best  plan 
for  everybody  is  to  do  right;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  brother-in-law  who  was  engaged  in  this  bnsiQess 
of  speculating  in  warrants,  a  Mr.  Ellis,  who  was  also  on  this  bcmdt^A 
No,  sir;  Mr.  Ellis  was  a  merchant 

Q.  Didhenotbuy  theminthebankt— A.  Oh,yeSy8ir;  the  bank  bays 
warrants. 

Q.  And  he  is  the  cashier,  is  he  nott — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  was  one  of  these  bondsmen  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  You  have  been  asked  (for  the  purpose  of  invalidating  your  testi- 
mony, I  have  no  doubt)  whether  you  had  not  failed  in  business.  Do  I 
or  not  understand  you  to  say  that  you  made  an  honest  assignment  of 
everything  that  you  had  on  earth  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  except  your 
homestead  1 — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Is  not  your  homestead  protected  from  creditors  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  1 — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  gave  that  up  afterwards  in  order  to  liqai- 
date  my  debts.    I  gave  up  everything  finally. 

Q.  You  finally  gave  up  even  your  homestead  and  gave  up  every- 
thing!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  paid,  then,  every  dollar  on  your  indebtedness  that  yon  had 
means  to  pay  1 — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  paid,  after  I  failed,  $9^000  of  my  debts, 
dollar  for  dollar.  After  I  had  failed — ^the  firm  of  Birdsong,  Horo  & 
Britton — we  made  an  assignment,  and  that  estate  was  sold  by  the  cred- 
itors to  Major  Millsaps,  of  Brookhaven,  and  Mr.  Millsaps  said,  "I  will 
give  you  $50  a  month  to  take  charge  of  that  estate,  and  when  I  get  my 
money  back  I  will  give  you  half  of  the  bahmoe."  In  two  years  I  paid 
out,  dollar  for  dollar,  about  $9,000. 

Q.  That  shows  there  was  a  good  deal  of  honesty  on  your  part  Did 
I  not  understand  you  to  say  in  your  examination  in  chief  that  the  good 
people,  the  Democrats  and  a  majority  of  the  good  iieople  of  your  county, 
disapprove  of  all  violence  and  disturbance  of  the  peace  in  reference  lo 
politics  as  well  as  everything  elset — ^A.  I  said  the  large  majority  of 
them.    I  think  so. 

Q.  You  were  pressed  upon  the  point  whether  you  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  have  some  violence  or  to  let  the  Republican  party  have  cod 
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tiol  of  your  local  affairs  in  that  county.  I  want  to  know  whether  the 
local  management,  so  far  as  it  has  been  under  the  control  of  the  Bepub- 
licans  has  not  been  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  your  county  1 — A. 
Yes,  sir;  very  much  so. 

Q.  Had  not  Mr.  Matthews,  through  his  influence  through  the  super- 
visors,  a  very  considerable  influence  in  the  selection  of  the  grand  jurors 
of  your  county  t — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  he  or  not  make  use  of  the  influence  which  he  had  to  protect 
his  political  friends  on  all  occasions  that  he  could  1 — A.  I  thought  so. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  habit  of  buying  up  those  warrants  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  he  was. 

Q.  I  will  waive  that  You  were  asked  whether  your  son  was  not  in 
Uiis  party  riding  around  through  the  country  on  one  occasion,  and  you 
stated  that  your  son  was  out  one  day  and  night  1 — ^A.  Yes,  about  that 
time;  I  will  not  say  positively  as  to  the  time.    1  know  he  was  from  home. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  say  that  that  was  contrary  to  your  wish  and  with- 
out your  knowledge  and  consent t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  How  old  was  that  boy  t — A.  He  is  some  16  years  of  age,  or  17,  or 
something  like  that. 

Q.  Were  not  many  of  those  who  were  in  that  crowd,  a  considerable 
number  of  them,  boys  of  that  age  and  something  over  t — ^A.  I  could  not 
81^  as  to  that.  I  do  not  know.  I  think  quite  a  number  of  them  were 
young  men,  indiscreet  young  men.  I  think  they  were  led  on  by  indis- 
creet young  men.    That  is  what  I  think  about  it. 

Bbaxton  Fugate  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet — ^Answer.  In  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f — ^A.  About  twenty-flve  years,  I 
think. 

Q.  What  business  are  you  in,  if  anyt — A.  I  am  station  agent  and 
express  agent. 

Q.  At  Hazlehurst  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  that  position  previous  to  the  election  of  Kovember, 
1883 1— A.  Yes,  sir;  since  1876. 

Q.  State  what  you  know  in  relation  to  a  very  heavy  box  that  was  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  just  previous  to  the  election  1 — ^A.  The 
latter  iNyrt  of  September  there  was  a  box  of  hardware  came  which  was 
consigned  to  J.  P.  Matthews  &  Brother. 

Q.  Freight  or  express! — A.  By  freight. 

Q.  Consigned  to  which  brothert — ^A.  To  J.  P.  Matthews  &  Brother; 
that  is  the  style  of  the  firm. 

Q.  J.  P.  and  Leon  Matthews  compose  the  firm  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  sup- 
pose Leon  is  a  partner. 

Q.  Describe  that  box  and  the  peculiarities  of  itt — A.  It  was  a  box 
weighing  eighty  pounds.  I  suppose  it  may  have  been  three  feet  long 
and  eight  or  ten  inches  square;  I  judged  it  to  be;  1  could  not  say  posi- 
tively, though. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  about  the  box  from  which  yon  could  judge  of 
the  nature  of  its  contents! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  tell.  It  was  billed 
as  hardware. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  contents  of  that  box! — A.  No, 
sir;  I  conld  not  say. 

Q.  It  was  delivered  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  opened  ! — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  it  opened. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  its  contents ;  state  what  you  did  see  farther  in 
relation  to  that  box  t— A.  The  cotton  platform  is  about  50  or  75  feet 
fh)m  the  store  of  Mr.  Matthews.  I  was  out  on  the  platform  a  few  miu- 
utes  after,  right  opposite  to  his  store.  I  saw  parties,  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  more  than  two,  handling  a  pistol,  and  I  supposed  it  came 
out  of  the  box,  and  the  box  was  setting  there. 

Q.  Did  it  seem  to  be  a  new  pistol  1 — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  judged  it  to  be  a 
new  pistol. 

Q.  Had  the  box  been  opened  t — A.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that,  but  I 
thought  it  was. 

Q.  Who  were  the  parties  who  were  handling  the  pistol  t — ^A.  It  seems 
to  me— I  think  Mr.  Matthews's  brother  and  Dave  Wright  were  the  par- 
ties. 

Q.  Which  Dave  Wright,  the  older  f — A.  No,  sir,  the  younger  man. 

Q.  Which  Mr.  Matthews,  Leon  Matthews! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  think  it 
was  Mr.  JEtas  Matthews ;  I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  these  facts  to  anybody  t — A.  Some  one  came 
and  asked  me  if  the  Matthews  had  gotten  any  guns,  and  I  told  them 
about  this  circumstance ;  that  they  had  gotten  a  box  of  hardware,  aotl 
about  seeing  the  pistol  in  the  hands  of  these  parties. 

Q.  Was  this  thing  generally  spread  around ;  did  it  become  generally 
known  in  the  community  t — ^A.  I  cannot  say.  I  had  several  come  and 
ask  me  about  guns  or  arms. 

Q.  And  you  gave  these  facts  to  several  people  t — A.  I  told  them  the 
fact  to  show — yes,  sir. 

Q.  Toshowwhatt — A.  WeU,  I  told  them  there  was  no  arms  that  I  knew 
of  only  that.  That  was  the  only  thing.  I  suppose  that  is  the  way  the 
rumor  got  out  that  there  was  arms. 

Q.  What  was  your  own  impression  from  handling  the  box,  and  so 
out — ^A.  I  supposed  the  pistol  came  out  of  the  box. 

Q.  And  you  supposed  it  was  a  box  of  pistols! — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  sap- 
X>OBed  so,  as  the  pistol  came  out  of  the  box. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  He  kept  pistols  in  his  store  for  sale  at  all  times! — ^A.  I  could  not 
«ay;  but  merchants  had  kept  them  in  town  there. 

Q.  A  great  many  persons  go  armed  in  that  region,  do  they  not  !— 
A.  I  am  not  about  much  to  see ;  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Q.  Bat  you  have  as  much  knowledge  of  that  as  you  have  of  the  con- 
tents of  that  box.  I  do  not  speak  of  particular  persons,  but  whether,  in 
that  part  of  the  State,  a  great  many  i>er8ons  carry  pistols!— -A.  Ob, 
jes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  any  arms  coming  from  any  quarter 
ahortly  before  the  election — any  guns! — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  not  other  guns — State  arms — come  over  your  road  ! — A.  No. 
.sir.  Do  you  have  reference  to  that !  The  organized  militia  of  the  State 
brought  those  guns  down  themselves.    Those  guns  were  not  shipped. 

Q.  Where  did  they  bring  them  from  ! — A.  From  Jackson. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them — the  militia! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  wiis  not  at  the  train 
when  they  came  in. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  they  carried  them  back  ! — A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  Did  they  not  leave  them  there;  did  you  not  understand  they  were 
left  with  Mr.' Meade!— A.  They  were  left  with  the  sheriff,  I  expect;  I 
understood  so.    That  is  only  hearsay. 

Q.  How  many! — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 
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By  Mr.  Cameron: 

Q.  Tcm  say  the  organized  militia  of  the  State  broaght  those  gans 
there;  do  yon  mean  Uie  militia  or  a  company  of  them  went  to  Jackson 
aod  broaght  them  down  to  Hazlehurstf— A.  'I  understood  it  was  an 
organized  company  from  Jackson. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  understand  that  Mr.  Meade  telegraphed  to  the  gov- 
ernor to  send  arms  and  ammunition,  and  they  were  sent  there  in  pur- 
suaoce  of  ttiat  telegram  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
that  I  did  not  know  anything  about  the  guns  being  there  until  I  saw 
the  guns  there  the  next  morning.  I  saw  some  young  men  from  Jackson 
there  the  next  morning,  and  one  who  seemed  to  be  in  charge;  they  called 
him  lieutenant  and  captain,  and  I  supposed  it  was  an  organized  com- 
IMiny.  They  seemed  to  go  by  his  orders  altogether.  They  were  ques- 
tioniD^  me  about  trains. 

Q.  Can  you  swear  that  the  box  of  hardware,  of  which  you  have 
spok^,  had  been  opened  at  all  when  you  saw  some  one  near  it  with  a 
pistol!— A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not.  I  said  I  noticed  the  box  on  the  floor 
and  saw  them  handling  a  pistol.  That  is  all  I  could  say.  I  could  not 
say  whether  it  came  out  of  the  box  or  whether  they  took  it  up  oflf  the 
eoanter. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  Matthews  &  Brother  were  not  dealing  in 
hardware  at  that  time. — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  deal  in  hardware,  as  all  gen- 
eral dealers  do  there. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  all  the  general  dealers  in  the  town  keep  pis- 
tols for  sale  f — A.  Not  all.  I  do  not  think  all  do,  but  I  think  a  good 
many  of  them  do.    I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Q.  Yon  think  Matthews  and  brother  do  ? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  about  it  t 

The  Witness.  About  their  keeping  pistols  1 

Mr.  Gamebon.  Yes,  pistols  for  salet 

A.  Well,  no  sir ;  it  is  something  I  never  have  use  for. 

Q.  Have  you  as  much  information  about  that  as  you  have  about  the 
box  being  opened  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  box  was  setting  on  the  floor  there, 
and  I  was  75  feet  across  the  street  from  it 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  what  was  in  the  box  then  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  could 
Bot  be  positive  that  there  was  anything  in  the  box. 

G.  H.  Bankston  recalled. 

By  the  OHAntMAN. 
Qoestion.  Iwant  you  to  state  the  position  of  the  pistol  which  was  found 
after  Print  Matthews  was  shot — ^Answer.  As  he  fell  it  fell  out  of  his 
pocket  and  on  the  floor,  right  under  his  hip. 
Q.  Did  yon  see  it  there  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  Ml  out  of  his  pocket  1 — ^A.  It  slipped  out  between 
htt  hip  and  coat-tail    I  suppose  it  fell  out  of  his  coat  pocket 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  it  fell  out  there,  you  only  suppose  so  t — A.  I 
BQDpose  so. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  but  what  he  had  it  in  his  hand  t— A.  I  could  not 
swear  as  to  that,  but  I  know  that  he  did  not  have  it  in  his  hand  when 
he  voted. 

By  the  Ohatrman  : 

Q.  How  were  his  hands  after  he  fell  t — A.  One  of  his  hands  was  under 
him. 

Q.  He  fell  on  his  left  side. — A.  Yes,  sir.  /    ^^^i^ 
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By  Mr.  Jonas  t 

Q.  Mr.  Wheeler  did  not  have  a  gan  when  Mr.  Matthews  went  to  votet^ 
A.  If  he  did  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  And  it  is  qnite  as  possible  for  Matthews  to  have  drawn  his  piBtoI 
as  it  is  for  Wheeler  to  have  taken  np  his  gon  t— A.  Well,  he  might  have 
done  it,  bat  I  did  not  see  either.  1  didn't  see  any  pistol  until  after  he 
fell. 

Q.  Nor  any  gon  until  after  you  heard  the  report! — A.  No,  sir. 

William  Oliyeb  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  reside! — ^Answer,  At  Wesson,  Copiah  Goanty, 


Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  there! — A.  About  thirteen  years. 

Q.  At  the  same  place! — ^Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  connected  with  the  Wesson  Mills! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Mills  at  Wesson. 

Q.  At  what  precinct  do  you  vote! — ^A.  We  are  an  incorporated  town, 
and  only  those  who  live  in  the  town  vote  in  our  town. 

Q.  That  is  in  Copiah  County! — A.  Tes,  sir.  Wesson  is  an  incorpo- 
rated  town.  By  the  bye,  I  will  mention,  we  do  vote  for  supervisor  in 
that  town,  in  the  second  district,  I  believe  it  is  called,  in  beat  2. 

Q.  What  is  the  relative  strength  of  parties  in  that  town! — A.  It  is 
pretty  much  one-sided  there;  the  Democratic  party  are  almost  unani- 
mous in  that  town. 

Q.  How  many  voters  are  there! — ^A.  About  three  hundred  voters. 

Q.  That  is  in  Wesson!— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  all  except  a  half  a  dosen 
vote  one  way. 

Q.  I  think  it  was  stated  by  some  person  in  the  testimony  that  yoo 
exercised  a  controlling  influence  there,  and  it  was  through  your  inflo- 
ence  that  those  men  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  there.  I  want  to  in- 
quire  whether  you  ever  exercised  any  authority  whatever  over  your 
employes  in  those  mills  to  control  their  votes! — A.  I  exercised  no  per- 
emptory authority.  I,  of  course,  use  all  the  infloence  I  can  (I  am  a 
Democrat  myself)  to  influence  my  people  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 
But  I  tell  them  to  vote  as  they  please,  and  they  do  generally  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket 

Q.  Have  you  ever  threatened  to  discharge,  or  have  you  ever  discharged 
any  employ^  for  voting  contrary  to  your  sentiments! — A.  I  never  have. 

Q.  Are  any  of  your  employes  Bepublicans! — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Aboot 
three  or  four  years  ago  I  had  a  superintendent  by  the  name  of  Hol- 
brook.  He  was  from  New  York  State*  and  was  a  Republican.  He 
was  our  superintendent  for  three  years.  He  never  voted  there,  for  be 
said  he  would  not  vote  the  Bepublioan  ticket  there,  though  if  he  was 
where  he  came  from  he  would :  that  he  was  a  BepubUcan  in  principle. 

Q.  Whv  did  he  say  he  would  not  vote  the  Republican  ticket  there  t— 
A.  He  said  because  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  oonducted,  and  the 
men  conducting  it;  that  it  was  the  bad  element  there  that  weib  Be- 
publicans, while  at  the  North  the  good  element  was  Bepublioan  and 
the  bad  element  Democratic;  that  is  the  way  he  argued  to  me.  He 
says,  ^^  Where  I  come  from  at  the  North  the  better  class  there  axe  Be- 
publicans and  the  bad  element  are  the  Democrats,  and  here  it  is  the 
reverse."  That  was  satisfactory  to  me,  and  I  employed  him  beoause  he 
was  a  good  superintendent.  I  discharge  no  one  for  their  poUtioal  prin* 
cipies. 
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Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  colored  men  in  your  employ  who  voted 
the  Bepnblican  ticket  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  fireman  for  six  or  seveu 
years  who  voted  the  Bepublican  ticket  all  the  time,  and  was  generally 
selected  as  an  inspector  at  each  election  whenever  they  had  a  Bepub- 
lican because  there  were  so  few  Bepublicans.  His  name  was  Henry 
Smith. 

Q.  Ton  did  not  discharge  him  thought — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  he  quit  of  his* 
own  accord  and  is  now  teaching  school  there  in  the  town.  And  I  rec- 
ollect we  have  some  Bepublicans  now  who  voted  at  the  last  election 
the  Bepublican  ticket.    They  are  working  in  my  warehouse. 

Q.  Any  statement,  therefore,  that  you  have  exercised  force  or  threats 
to  control  the  men  under  you  is  not  correct  T — A.  That  is  false.  I  have 
used  my  influence  whenever  I  could  do  it  by  argument,  but  when  that 
ceased  the  thing  stopped  there. 

Q.  I  want  to  inquire  if  you  have  not  refrained  from  attending  political 
meetings,  because  they  have  charged  you  with  exercising  force,  and  de- 
nounced your  men  as  "Oliver's  dogs"  because  they  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  not  attended  a  political  meeting 
during  the  last  canvass  or  heard  a  speech,  because  the  hue  and  cry  was 
with  the  Independents  and  Bepublicans  that  "Oliver's  dogs"  had  to 
vote  jnst  as  he  said,  and  I  said  I  would  not  attend  any  meetings  of  that 
kind,  and  I  told  Mr.  Sexton  so — ^that  I  would  not  have  anything  to  do 
with  it,  and  let  them  do  as  they  please.  I  did  not  hear  a  single  speech 
daring  the  last  canvass. 

Q.  Are  you  generally  acqaainted  in  the  county  of  Oopiah  1 — A.  Pretty 
generally;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  white  i>eople  or  the  Democrats — ^in 
other  words,  their  general  character — ^in  the  county,  as  far  as  you  have 
any  knowledge  of  them  1 — ^A.  So  far  as  my  information  can  go.  and  my 
oUervation  there,  as  a  general  thing,  they  are  a  peaceable  and  law-abid- 
10^'  people  and  inteUigent.  Of  course  there  is  a  bad  element  with  the 
pemocrats,  as  with  all  other  people;  some  that  are  bad.  But  I  regard 
it  in  this' way,  that  the  best  of  them  in  our  county  belong  to  the  Dem- 
pemcie  party  amongst  the  white  people.  The  negroes  are  generally 
ignorant,  unintelligent,  and  are  generally  influenced  by  designing  white 
peoplefthat  is  the  conclusion  I  have  come  to  about  it)  in  the  county. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  denounced  by  Mr.  Matthews  as  a  leader  of  a  mob; 
or  of  using  violence,  or  anything  in  that  wayt — A.  I  was  informed  that 
I  was  about  two  years  ago  last  fall;  I  think  it  was  at  an  election.  I 
received  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Brookhaven,  advising  me 
that  I  was  denoanoed  as  the  leader  of  the  mob  who  attempted  to  assas- 
iinate  a  Mr.  Yellerley,  an  Independent,  who  was  making  a  speech  at 
WesaoD. 

Q.  Was  not  that  charge  a  ialae  accusation  against  yout — A.  It  was 
Qtterly  false;  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it,  or  foundation  for  it. 

Q.  Was  your  information  that  you  were  so  charged  by  Mr.  Matthews 
in  a  public  speech  which  he  madet — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Toa  paid  no  attention  I  suppose,  to  it? — ^A.  No,  further  than  some 
of  my  Mends  took  it  up,  but  I  paid  no  attention  to  it.  I  said  it  is  a 
^^^Auder  and  falsehood,  and  I  will  pay  no  attention  to  it.  But  some  of 
iQj  friends  did  take  it  up,  and  I  believe  got  certificates  from  several 
citizens  there  and  sent  them  to  Hazlehurst.  I  do  not  remember  cer- 
tainly now  whether  it  was  published  or  not,  but  I  think  it  was,  denonnc- 
iug  it  as  a  foluehood.  I  did  understand  that  the  gentleman  denied 
having  made  the  assertion. 
Q.  That  Matthews  denied  itt — ^A.  Tes,  sir.    But  I  know  there  was  a   . 
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lot  of  certificates  signed,  or  statements,  to  that  effect  that  the  assertion 
was  false,  and  I  think  there  were  also  certificates  firom  gentlemen  who 
'  heard  him  make  the  speech  saying  that  he  did  say  it.  Bnt  the  thing 
dropped  there  and  I  paid  no  attention  to  it,  and  read  bnt  little  about  it  any 
way,  and  the  matter  ended  just  there.  I  happened  to  be  at  the  meeUng, 
but  I  was  away  off  from  it— I  cannot  say  at  the  meeting.  The  meeting 
was  at  the  hotel  at  Wesson.  The  meeting  was  on  the  gallery  of  the 
hotel,  and  I  was  standing  looking  on  there,  had  not  gone  into  the  meeting 
at  all,  but  was  standing  away  outside  of  the  cro wd,  and  during  the  discn^ 
sion  there  seemed  to  have  been  a  dispute,  or  the  lie  given  by  one  of  the 
speakers  to  the  other,  and  they  were  about  to  get  together  to  fight,  and 
in  the  scuf9e  they  were  separated,  and  one  or  two  men  were  arrested 
and  sent  to  the  guardtiouse,  and  I  went  borne.  I  saw  that  there  might 
be  trouble  and  I  knew  how  they  thought  about  it,  that  perhaps  I  was 
instigating  it  and  I  wtot  home.    It  was  only  a  sort  of  hurrah  and  fius. 

Q.  Originating  between  two  speakers  t — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  for  that  you  were  denounced  as  leading  the  mob  f — A.  Yes, 
sir,  to  assassinate  YeUerley ;  so  Mr.  Thompson  wrote  me  from  Brook 
haven. 

Q.  Certificates  were  given  to  that  effect ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  denied  by  Mr.  Matthews! — A.  My  understanding  was  that 
he  denied  it.  There  were  certificates  that  he  said  it  and  certificates 
that  it  was  false.    That  was  about  the  end  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  year  was  this  f — ^A.  This  was  about  two  years  ago  last  ML 

Q.  In  1881  f — A.  It  must  have  been  about  1881.  It  was  during  the 
Governor  Lowry  election.    Mr,  Yellerley  was  there  making  speeches. 

Q.  There  was  a  report  that  you  were  charged  with  leading  a  mob  to 
murder  this  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  it  in  a  public  speech.  I  had 
three  or  four  certificates.  There  was  Lawyer  Thompson,  of  Brookha- 
yen,  and  I  think  two  or  three  other  gentlemen,  who  sent  me  a  certificate 
to  that  effect    Our  people  took  it  up.    I  paid  no  attention  to  it  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  Thompson  took  it  back  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not  know  that  he  took  it  back ;  I  never  heard  that  he  took  that  back. 

Q.  Was  not  the  diflBcnlty  that  it  has  been  testified  to  that  Mr.  Mat- 
thews was  in,  that  he  charged  Thompson  with  stating  this  thing  aotmly 
about  him.f — A.  That  is  what  I  besurd.    I  do  not  know  it  to  be  so, 

Q.  All  t^at  you  have  stated  has  been  what  you  have  heard,  pr^ 
much! — ^A.  But  I  have  the  certificates;  that  is  the  evidence  that  I 
have. 

Q.  But  you  heard,  did  you,  at  the  time,  that  when  it  came  to  Mr. 
Matthews's  knowledge,  he  called  upon  Mr.  Thompson  and  denoonced 
this  thing  as  untrue,  did  you  not,  and  that  that  was  the  difficulty  which 
has  been  spoken  of  here  that  he  was  engaged  in  f — ^A.  I  cannot  be  posi- 
tive whether  I  heard  that  that  was  their  difficulty.  There  was  some 
dispute  between  them  and  I  paid  but  little  attention  to  it.  I  heard  that 
they  had  a  difficulty  about  something  that  Thompson  had  said  which 
he  denied  saying.  I  cannot  say  that  I  understand  that  that  was  what 
it  was  about. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  this  band  that  rode 
around  Copiah  County  just  before  the  last  election,  any  of  them  t— A. 
No,  sir ;  there  were  none  about  our  place  at  all. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  men  were  there. — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  You  have  heard  the  names  of  some  of  themf — ^A.  No,  sir.    I  do 
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not  know  who  was  in  it.    I  only  heard  that  there  were  men  going 
aronnd  electioneering,  but  I  do  not  know  who  they  were. 

Q.  Do  yon  approve  of  this  bulldozing  of  negroes,  visiting  their  houses 
at  night,  and  so  on  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  approve  of  it.  I  oppose  it. 
I  believe  in  managing  things  peacefully  and  lawfully. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  You  do  not  understand  that  there  has  been  any  testimony  offered 
in  this  case  about  your  bulldozing  your  employ^  or  anything  of  that 
kind,  do  you  f — A.  I  understand  there  has  been. 

Mr.  Fbye.  There  has  not  a  man  in  response  to  a  question  of  mine  said 
anything  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 
Q.  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  the  people  of  that  county  as  a  gen- 
eral rule  are  as  clever  and  worthy  people  as  those  of  most  any  other 
section  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  t — A.  Yes,  sir :  I  will  tell  you  in  re- 
gard to  my  opinion  about  them.  I  think  like  this:  I  have  been  there 
for  thirteen  years.  I  hope  you  will  not  consider  me  a  ready  witness,  but 
I  woold  like  to  give  you  a  little  history  of  my  experience.  For  thirteen 
jears  I  have  been  there  and  I  have  observed  the  politics  of  the  county 
and  its  progress,  and  I  know  that  tlie  people  have  borne  a  great  deal  of 
bod  government  in  that  county,  and  they  are  very  sore  over  it,  and  as  a 
matter  of  course  that  makes  the  property -holders,  and  better  class  of  the 
people  there,  generally  Democrats.  I  think  that  is  the  cause  of  it,  for 
with  our  bc^d  of  supervisors,  and  the  manipulation  of  our  county 
affiurs,  the  offices  there,  a  great  deal  is  involved ;  our  assessment  of 
taxes  and  collection  of  taxes  and  so  on.  The  board  of  supervisors  reg- 
ulate all  those  things  and  the  warrants  and  the  county  affairs,  and  a 
great  deal  is  involv^  in  that  matter,  and  we  own  a  great  deal  of  pi*op- 
erty  in  Copiah  County  and  we  feel  an  interest  in  having  good  govern- 
ment, we  certainly  do,  and  I  think  the  better  class  of  people  are  law- 
abiding.  Of  course  in  the  Democratic  party,  as  well  as  in  any  other 
party  in  any  country,  they  have  some  of  the  bad  element.  Whisky  often- 
times gets  the  better  of  them  and  influences  them  to  do  things  they 
ought  not  to  do,  and  under  excitement  at  times  many  things  are  done 
that  the  better  class  of  people  do  not  approve.  But  I  think  the  ma- 
jority of  them  are  the  best  element  among  the  white  people.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  that  covers  the  entire  voting  population  of  the  county. 
But  the  intelligent  and  best  element  are  in  favor  of  law  and  order.  I 
have  talked  with  a  great  many  who  regret  anything  else  except  having 
things  done  in  a  i>eaceable,  lawful,  and  quiet  way.  That  is  my  opinion 
of  our  people. 

H.  A.  Eabns  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside f — Answer.  At  Wesson,  Miss. 

Q.  Where  were  you  bom  f — A.  I  was  raised  in  Alabama. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Copiah  County  f — A.  Nine  or  ten  years. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  year  1883  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  you  were  foreman  of  the  last  grand  jury  that  met 
in  Copiah  County  at  the  last  term  of  the  court ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  the  term  held  t — A.  During  the  latter  portion  of  Sep- 
tember and  extended  into  October. 

Q.  it  extended  nearly  up  to  the  day  of  the  election,  did  it  nott — A. 
Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  was  your  grand  jury  compoaed,  do  you  remember,  as  to 
white  and  black,  or  politically  f — ^A.  My  recollection  is  tiiat  we  hid 
six  colored  men  on  the  grand  jury,  and  from  my  knowledge  <tf  the 
parties  and  their  political  views  I  would  say  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge that  almost  two-thirds  of  that  grand  Jury  were  Republicans  and 
Independents.    It  might  possibly  have  been  a  little  less  than  that 

Q.  Will  you  state  whether  that  grand  jury  inquired  into  the  nature 
of  the  alleged  outrages  committed  in  Copiah  County  previous  to  the 
election  t — A.  In  every  instance  in  which  it  was  possible  to  be  done. 

Q.  Did  you  investigate  any  of  the  evidence  made  charging  ofiinises 
to  have  been  committ^  by  a  band  of  armed  men  which  went  through  the 
country  t — A.  There  were  really  no  affidavits  in  that  shape  came  before 
the  grand  jury,  but  we  did  this :  We  summoned  parties  whom  we  un- 
derstood had  knowledge  of  such  afDeiirs  and  brought  them  in  in  person 
and  l^ad  them  examined  there.  They  stood  their  examination,  and  we 
procured  all  the  facts,  summoned  every  witness  we  could  get  to  bring 
out  the  cases,  and  had  as  full  and  complete  an  investigation  as  it  was 
possible  under  the  circumstances. 

Q.  Did  you  attempt  to  inquire  into  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallisf— A, 
We  did.  I  was  notified  by  some  colored  men  who  were  on  the  jorr 
that  a  portion  of  the  jury  composing  the  inquest  was  present  in  town. 
The  thing,  you  see,  occurred  a  few  days  before  the  meeting  of  the  grand 
jury,  or  while  the  grand  jury  was  in  session ;  I  am  not  positive  as  to 
that.  But  at  any  rate  I  heard  of  it,  and  I  knew  it  was  necessary  to 
inquire  into  it,  and  I  called  the  attention  of  some  of  the  colored  members 
on  the  jury  to  our  duty  in  investigating  those  acts,  and  said  that  I  wanted 
it  taken  up,  and  wanted  them  to  hunt  up  witnesses  that  we  might  smn- 
mon  them  and  bring  them  up.  They  told  me  that  some  of  the  jury 
composing  the  jury  of  inquest  were  in  town,  and  I  had  every  one  that 
I  could  find  brought  in  and  we  examined  them,  and  they  testified  beiore 
the  grand  jury. 

Q.  Did  they  give  testimony  tending  to  fix  the  crime  on  any  one!— 
A.  They  said  on  the  regular  investigation,  after  notifying  the  widow  of 
Tom  Wallis 

Q.  Was  she  present  before  the  grand  jury  t — A.  No,  sir ;  she  was  not 
able  to  come.  The  members  of  the  jury  of  inquest  sat  with  them  and 
investigated  the  case  fully  and  completely.  They  had  no^ed,  the  jarj 
of  inquest  had,  his  wife  that  she  might  give  in  her  evidence  without 
fear  or  anything  of  that  sort,  and  asked  if  she  could  say  who  it  was  that 
did  the  deed  or  could  recognize  any  of  the  parties,  and  she  sud  she 
could  not. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  Did  you  hear  her  say  that  f — ^A.  That  is  the  evidence  of  the  parties 
composing  the  jury  of  inquest.  No,  sir  j  I  did  not  see  her  myself:  she 
was  not  there.  Well,  it  resulted  in  this :  She  said  her  husb^  was 
shot;  by  whom,  she  did  not  know.  She  was  asked  if  she  had  ever  seen 
the  party  before,  and  she  said  no,  but  she  would  know  him  again  if  she 
would  ever  see  him,  but  she  didn't;  And  I  was  told  that  the  foreman 
of  that  jury  of  inquest  asked  her  the  question,  if  she  was  afraid  to  tell, 
and  she  said  she  was  not;  that  she  would  tell  if  she  knew. 

Q.  Did  you  have  Handy  Fortner  before  yout — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  give  evidence  before  the  grand  jury  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  show  his  wounds  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  asked  by  some  of 
tho  members  of  the  grand  jury  to  show  where  he  had  been  shot  I  ex- 
amined his  back  myself,  and  he  showed  his  back  to  the  members  of  the 
grand  jury. 
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Q.  Did  he  give  any  evidence  implicating  anybody) — ^A.  I  can  only 
lell  yoa  in  his  langaage— I  can  give  you  as  near  as  possible  what  oc- 
carred.  I  told  him  after  administering  the  oath  to  him — I  asked  him 
what  statement  he  had  to  make,  and  he  went  on  to  state  about  an  armed 
body  of  men  coming  to  his  house  at  night  and  coming  into  the  yard,  and 
I  believe  he  said  he  slipped  out  of  the  house  and  got  on  the  outside  into 
the  gallery,  and  they  came  in  and  took  hold  of  him  and  took  him  out 
SDd  to  the  woods  and  whipped  him.  I  then  asked  him  the  question  if 
he  recognized  any  of  those  parties.  He  said  that  he  did  not ;  that  he 
thoQght  he  did.  I  asked  him  if  he  could  see  their  faces,  or  if  they  were 
disguised.  He  said  to  a  certain  extent  they  were,  and  that  he  did  not 
know  them.  He  stated  he  had  his  suspicions  who  they  were.  I  asked 
him ,  then,  whom  he  suspected,  and  went  on  and  told  him  if  he  knew  who 
it  was  that  the  members  of  the  grand  jury  were  not  allowed  to  disclose 
anything  told  by  witnesses,  and  they  would  regard  that  thing  as  secret, 
and  that  he  could  give  it  without  any  fear  of  anything  any  evidence  that 
he  might  wish  to.  He  said  that  he  could  not  say  who  it  was,  but  he  had 
a  sospicion ;  he  judged  from  shape  of  form,  of  body,  but  not  from  fea- 
ture. I  asked  him  who  he  thought  it  was,  and  he  said  he  thought  it 
was  Frank  Thompson.  I  asked  why  he  thought  so,  what  brought  about 
that  conclusion,  and  he  said  that  the  man  who  took  him  out  he  thought 
was  Frank  Thompson,  and  the  reason  for  thinking  so  was  that  he  asked 
him  how  many  wives  he  had,  and  Thompson  was  the  only  man  who  ever 
aocQsed  him  of  having  two  wives.  I  asked  him  if  that  was  his  reason, 
and  he  said  yes,  that  was  his  reason,  in  connection  with  having  some 
troable  with  him  in  court,  and  he  having  a  grudge  against  him.  I  said 
to  him,  can  you  say  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  Grod  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  this  grand  jury  that  it  was  Frank  Thompson  that  took  you  out 
and  whipped  you,  and  he  said  he  could  not.  That  is  the  sum  and  sub- 
stance of  the  testimony. 

Q.  And  the  grand  jury  declined  to  find  a  true  billf — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
took  a  vote  on  that  question,  and  there  was  not  a  single  member  of  the 
grand  jury  that  voted  in  favor  of  finding  a  bill  against  him. 

Q.  Six  of  them  were  colored  men,  you  say  f — A.  Five  or  six  were 
colored  men. 

Q.  And  eight  of  independent  politics  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  including  the 
colored  men. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  investigate  other  cases  f — ^A.  We  heard  of  a  good 
many  cases  where  parties  representing  Democratic  clubs  had  gone  out 
to  politicsd  speakmgs.  We  found  bills  and  indictments  against  parties 
for  carrying  concealed  weapons;  that  is  there  were' instances  where 
they  would  go  to  a  public  speaking  and  would  pull  out  their  pistols  and 
shoot    We  found  bills  against  parties  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Did  you  indict  any  Democrats? — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  indicted  Demo- 
crats on  the  evidence  of  anybody  who  came  before  us.  We  endeavored 
to  do  our  duty  impartially  and  in  an  impartial  manner. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  that  grand  jury  and  your  own  disposi- 
tion, do  yon  think  that  bills  would  have  been  found  against  parties 
accused  if  they  could  have  been  identified  in  those  cases,  if  proper 
evidence  had  been  offered  f — A.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
every  man  of  that  grand  jury  would  have  done  his  whole  duty  under 
the  oath  that  he  took. 

Q.  Was  the  case- of  Hart  brought  before  that  grand  jury  for  shooting 
Burnett — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  We  called  up  Mr.  Williamson,  who  was  mayor 
of  the  town,  and  asked  him,  as  is  customary,  if  he  had  any  cases  to  re- 
port or  papers  to  turn  over  to  us.    He  turned  over  with  the  papers  to 
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the  grand  jary  26  or  27  pages  of  the  testimony  in  the  Hart-Bometeasey 
besides  other  papers.  We  took  up  the  Hart  case.  We  set  a  day  for  it, 
and  I  believe  we  spent  two  days  weighing  the  evidence,  going  over  it 
fully  and  completely,  and  after  every  member  of  the  grand  jury  was 
asked  the  question  whether  he  was  fully  satisfied,  if  he  understood  the 
evidence,  or  if  he  wanted  any  individual  summoned  before  them  to  make 
further  inquiries,  they  all  made  the  remark  that  the  evidence  before 
them  was  full  and  complete,  more  than  they  would  possibly  have  gained. 
It  had  been  drawn  out  by  the  different  lawyers  in  the  town,  I  suppose. 
It  was  written  evidence,  signed  by  the  mayor  of  the  place,  and  we  acted 
upon  that,  and  took  a  vote  upon  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  the  vote  stood  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think  there 
was  a  dissenting  voice ;  that  is  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Q.  Tou  voted  to  find  not  a  true  bill  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  not  a  true  bill;  that 
is  the  way  the  vote  stood ;  that  is  my  recollection ;  I  did  not  ever  think 
of  being  called  to  say  anything  about  it  again,  but  I  think  that  is  right 

Q.  There  has  been  a  grand  jury  in  session  since  the  one  over  which 
you  presided  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  term  of  court  since  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  our  grand  jury  got  tjlirougb. 
We  finished  up  all  the  business  on  the  docket  and  found  that  there  was 
no  other  business  on  hand,  and  sent  our  report  to  Judge  Wharton,  tell- 
ing him  that  we  had  finished  up  everything,  and  asked  to  be  dismissed, 
and  he  dismissed  us. 

Q.  He  dismissed  you  just  before  election  day  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  has  been  no  grand  jury  in  session  since  that  t — A.  No, 
sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  were  the  foi-eman  of  the  grand  jury,  or  whatever  name  yoo 
give  to  it  in  your  State! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  loreman. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  were  personally  concerned,  or  the  opinion  of  the 
others  went,  you  have  sUited  what  you  think  they  would  have  done. 
Was  there  any  doubt  that  Tom  Wallis  had  been  killed  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  entertain  any  doubt  on  that  subject  f — A.  Not  any 
doubt  at  all. 

Q.  Nor  any  doubt  that  Mrs.  Wallis  had  been  shotf — A*  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  fact  of  the  commission  of  the  offense ;  they 
were  satisfied  of  that  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  doubt  of  the  flogging  of  Handy  Portner;  that  he 
had  been  grievously  abused  f — ^A.  I  saw  marks  on  his  back  and  was 
satisfied  that  he  had  received  a  fiogging. 

Q.  That  he  had  been  grievously  abused  and  beaten.  You  would  re- 
gard it  as  an  iniquity  worse  than  death  if  it  had  been  done  to  yon,  would 
you  notf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  would  most  assuredly. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Burnet  had  been  shotf — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  was  satisfied  of  that  from  the  evidence. 

Q.  You  had  no  doubt  at  this  time  that  there  were  these  armed  mounted 
bands  of  people  riding  about  Copiah  County ;  that  was  a  pnbllo  and 
notorious  fact,  was  it  not,  that  everybody  knew  f — ^A.  I  heard  that  there 
were  parties  going  around.  The  way  I  understood  it  was  parties  were 
going  around  electioneering  in  organized  bands. 

Q.  Electioneering  at  night  as  well  as  in  the  day-time  t — ^A.  That  was 
the  first  understanding  that  I  recollect  of,  that  tiiere  were  parties  who 
went  around  but  not  in  anything  like  disguise. 

Q.  Did  you  know  at  that  time  who  some  of  the  men  were  who  werd 
riding  around f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not 
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Q.  It  has  been  testified  by  others  that  a  good  many  people  did.  Now 
did  your  grand  jary  make  any  attempt  to  summon  any  of  those  armed 
moanted  men  to  testify  abont  the  shooting  of  Wallis  and  the  flogging 
of  Fortner  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  bring  in  any  of  them  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  they  bring  in  f — ^A.  We  bronght  in  several  parties  to 
testify. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  the  parties  they  bronght  in  to  testify  f 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  were  questions  asked  f 

The  Chaibman.  No,  I  ask  first  if  yon  know  who  the  men  were. 

A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  I  do. 

Q.  I  am  afraid  we  are  misunderstanding  each  other;  I  will  put  my 
question  over  again.  Did  the  grand  jury  summon  before  them  as  wit- 
nesses any  of  the  persons  belonging  to  these  armed  and  mounted  banda 
in  the  Fortner  case  or  the  Wallis  case! — ^A.  No,  sir;  we  did  not,  be- 
eaase  I  did  not  know  who  to  summon. 

Q.  Ton  knew  there  had  been  such  a  band  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  under- 
stood so. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  deputy  sheriff,  police  officer,  or  detective,  or  any 
other  person  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  law  in  that  county, 
when  you  heard  that  this  murder  had  been  committed,  go  out  to  find 
who  belonged  to  that  band  and  summon  some  of  them  in  to  testify  f — 
A.  Well,  the  duty  of  a  foreman  of  a  grand  jury 

Q.  I  wish  to  know  first  whether  that  was  donef — ^A.  Well,  I  had 
DO  means  of  finding  out  anybody  who  did  it.  I  had  a  bailiff  at  my 
command,  and  parties  whom  I  got  to  serve  papers  on.  But  I  first  had 
to  have  something 

Q.  Who  was  the  district  attorney  t — A.  Major  Foote. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat  f — A.  I  do  not  know  his  politics.  I  presume  he 
was;  I  thought  so. 

Q.  He  went  before  the  grand  jury  to  aid  them  as  the  prosecuting 
officer  doesf — A.  The  district  attorney's  time  is  generally  taken  up  in 
the  eourt-room. 

Q.  Well,  he  aids  the  grand  jury  and  draws  up  the  indictments  when- 
erer  it  is  necessary  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  send  for  Mr.  Burnet  in  the  Burnet  casef — ^A.  No,  sir ;  we 
did  not  send  for  Mr.  Burnet,  or  send  for  Mr.  Hart,  either  one. 

Q.  My  question  is,  whether  you  sent  for  Mr.  Burnet  to  testify  f ^A. 
No,  sir.  We  asked  the  opinion  of  the  district  attorney  if  it  was  neces- 
saiy  to  send  for  the  individuals;  whether  vfe  could  take  that  written 
evidence  we  had  before  us  there  and  thereby  make  up  the  verdict,  if 
our  minds  were  satisfied  of  it. 

0-  Do  you  in  cases  of  homicide  or  felonious  shooting,  shooting  with 
intdDt  to  kill,  felonious  assaults,  when  the  person  assaulted  is  in  the 
same  town  with  you,  or  in  any  other  case,  refirain  from  sending  for  them 
and  find  a  bill  on  secondary  testimony  f— A.  I  do  not  know  that  such  a 
case  as  that  ever  came  up. 

Q.  At  any  rate  you  did  not  do  it  in  this  case  t— A.  Well,  we  had  the 
testimony  there  before  us. 

By  Mr.  Sattlsbuby  : 
Q.  The  grand  jury,  according  to  your  idea,  used  all  diligence  to  as- 
certain all  crime  sworn  to  in  every  indictment  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir ;  we  used 
every  effort  possible  to  bring  out  every  fact  in  that  case  that  we  could* 

By  the  Chaibvan: 
Q.  Are  you  quite  sure  that  you  had  Bumef  s  evidence  before  you  in 
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that  case  J  had  he  given  his  evidenoe  at  that  timet — ^A.  Mr.  BornetfB 
evidence  is  in  a  portion  of  that  written  testimony. 

Q.  Are  you  sore  of  that  f — A.  His  deposition  is  there  and  the  charge 
made  ont. 

Q.  Who  took  his  deposition  f — ^A.  You  will  find  it  there,  I  think. 

Q.  Mr.  Burnet  had  been  shot  at  that  time,  of  course.  Now,  I 
wish  to  ask  you  again,  so  that  there  can  be  no  misunderstanding,  do 
you  now  affirm  that  Burnet's  account  of  that  transaction  had  been 
taken  before  anybody — Mr.  Williamson  or  anybody  elsef — ^A.  The 
case  was  brought  up  in  the  form  I  spoke  of,  accusing-  one  Mr.  Hart  of 
shooting  A.  W.  Bnmet.  The  case  was  made  out  fully  and  completely. 
We  took  the  evidence  in  that  case,  and  it  was  an  admitted  fact  that 
Hart  shot  Burnet,  as  well  as  that  Burnet  cnt  Mr.  Hart — two  sides  to 
the  case.  There  was  evidence  for  and  against,  and  we  made  up  the 
case  fully. 

Q.  Now,  my  question  is  this :  I  inquired  if  Bnmet  was  before  you  as 
a  witness,  and  you  said  ^^No;"  bat  you  said  that  Burnet's  testimony, 
given  before  Mr.  Williamson  was  before  yon,  in  writing.  Are  you  not 
mistaken  t — ^A.  I  mean  by  Mr.  Burnet's  testimony  an  affidavit  made  oat 
charging  Mr.  Hart  with  shooting  him — with  attempting  to  commit  murder. 

Q.  But  his  narrative  of  that  transaction  was  not  before  the  gnmd 
jnry  in  any  shape,  was  itf — A.  Ton  are  asking  me  a  question  now 
about  a  thing  that  occurred  some  time  ago.  My  recollection  is,  that 
the  case  was  fully  made  out,  and,  so  far  as  Mr.  Burnet's  testimony  is 
concerned,  I  think  the  affidavits  there  stated  the  &ct  that  Mr.  Hart 
shot  Burnet. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  find  any  bill!— A.  No,  sir;  because  we  did  not 
think  the  evidence  justified  it. 

Q.  And  you  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  did  not  justify 
the  finding  of  the  bill  without  taking  the  evidence  of  the  party  as- 
saulted f — A.  We  took  the  evidence  of  at  least  fifteen  or  twenty  per- 
sons who  were  eye-witnesses  to  the  shooting. 

Q.  That  I  dare  say ;  they  were  all  Democrats,  weie  they  nott— A. 
No.  sir;  not  by  a  great  deal. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  take  the  evidence  of  the  party  assaulted,  at  any 
rate,  did  you  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  We  did  not  have  anybody  brought 
up  before  us. 

Q.  You  just  took  the  evidence  at  second  hand  f — [No  response.] 

By  Mr.  Oamebon: 
Q.  I  will  ask  you  whether  you  are  a  Democrat) — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  ba?e 
always  been  a  Democrat. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  receive  whUe  you  were  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  a  note 
from  anybody  saying,  "  For  Heaven's  sake  don't  throw  up  your  pori- 
tion,"  or  anything  to  that  effect t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  this:  I  wrote  ap 
asking  to  be  excused. 

Q.  Did  you  not  show  to  Mr.  Burrage  a  note  saying,  "  For  Heaven's 
sake  don't  throw  up  your  position;  the  salvation  of  the  Democratic 
party  depends  upon  your  continuance,"  or  something  to  that  efieotf^ 
A.  I  will  have  to  make  a  statement  about  that.  I  was  summoned  as 
a  member  of  the  grand  jury,  and  I  am  engaged  in  business  in  the  town 
of  Wesson  that  requires  my  constant  attention.  I  notified  some  of  the 
parties  that  it  would  be  impossible  tor  me  to  attend.  I  believe  I  wrote  to 
the  sheriff;  sent  him  word  that  I  could  not  possibly  be  there;  to  pie 
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have  somebody  else  summoned  in  my  place,  and  asking  what  steps  I 
should  have  to  take.  I  received  a  note  from  parties  up  there  saying  they 
thought  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  be  there,  that  I  had  better 
come,  and  I  could  put  in  my  appearance  and  put  in  my  excuse. 

Q.  Who  were  the  parties  from  who  you  received  that  note  f— A.  I 
cannot  say. 

Q.  It  was  from  a  number  of  leading  Democrats,  was  it  notf — A.  ITo, 
sir ;  I  do  not  say  from  a  number  of  the  leading  Democrats.  I  say  I 
received  a  note  from  parties  saying  that  it  would  be  better  for  me  to 
come  up  and  be  sworn  in  and  afterwards  make  my  excuses. 

Q.  Were  they  not  leading  Democrats,  the  gentlemen  who  signed  this 
notef — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  you  consider  a  leading  Democrat. 

Q.  Bat  were  not  these  gentlemen  Democrats f — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  they 
were  Democrats. 

Q.  Will  you  give  their  names  t — A.  Well,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  I. 
S*.  Ellis  was  one,  and  I  think  Captain  Hargrave,  the  sheriff,  probably 
wrote  to  me  about  it  that  I  should  have  to  come  up.  I  cannot  say  that  I 
recollect  entirely  all  the  names. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  B.  W.  Brown  one  ! — ^A.  Possibly  he  may  have  been. 

Q.  Brown  and  Ellis  were  both  members  of  this  mounted  band,  were 
they  not  f — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Q.  Is  there  a  leading  Democrat  there  named  Bing  Harris  f — A.  Tes, 
sir. 

Q.  Was  bis  one  of  the  names  signed  t — ^A.  I  will  give  my  best  recol- 
lection. I  received  a  complimentary  note  saying  that  I  had  better.come 
up,  that  I  could  not  well  be  excused. 

Q.  Did  not  the  note  say  that  the  salvation  of  the  Democratic  party 
depended  upon  your  serving,  or  something  to  that  effect f— A.  Ko,  sir; 
nothing  of  the  kind ;  the  Democratic  par^  was  not  mentioned  in  that 
note,  or  the  <' salvation  of  the  Democratic  party." 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Bing.  Harris  one  of  themT — A.  I  think  so;  I  think  he 
was  one  of  those. 

Q.  This  was  a  joint  note  signed  by  several,  was  it  nott  Was  Mr. 
Norman  one  of  themf — A.  I  cannot  say.  All  1  can  say  is  I  received  a 
note  signed  by  different  parties. 

Q.  Urging  you  not  to  throw  up  your  position f — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  was 
not  that;  it  was  saying  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  be  there,  and  that  I 
could  be  excused  after  I  was  impaneled. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Norman  had  a  son  in  this  crowd! — A. 
I  do  not  know,  sir.  I  did  not  know  there  was  such  a  crowd.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  there  was  such  a  crowd,  for  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  You  were  one  of  four  Democrats  who  were  on  that  jury,  were  you 
notf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  so. 

Q.  By  whom  were  the  grand  jury  selected  f — A.  Selected  by  the  board 
of  supervisors. 

Q.  Who  would  have  filled  your  place  on  that  grand  jury  if  you  had 
resigned  before  you  were  qualified ;  who  would  have  been  chosen  in 
your  place  if  you  had  resigned f — ^A.  I  do  not  know;  I  suppose  the 
judge  would  have  filled  it. 

Q.  But  before  you  were  qualified,  would  not  the  board  of  supervisors 
have  filled  it? — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  I  understand  you  now. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  was  the  reason  why  your  friends  asked  you  to 
come  up  and  become  amember  of  the  grand  jury! — ^A.  Well,  I  will  state 
to  you  my  ^reasons.    The  reasons  assigned  by  the  parties  to  me  were — 
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I  went  ap  and  determined  to  get  off  of  the  grand  jury  because  my  per- 
sonal and  pecuniary  interests  demanded  that  I  shonld  be  relieved  from 
it.  But  I  was  told  that  there  wonld  be  an  attempt  made  to  make  the 
grand  jury  entirely  Republican,  and  that  myself  and  a  few  others  were 
the  only  Democratic  representatives  on  that  grand  jury,  and  they  felt 
that  I  ought  not  to  give  up  my  place,  but  that  I  ought  to  remain  in 
possession,  and  that  otherwise — in  other  words,  they  considered  that 
the  grand  jury  was  gotten  up  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  entirely  a  one- 
sided affair  of  Bepublicans  and  Independents,  or  Republicans  entirely. 

Q.  They  did  not  want  you  to  withdraw  and  make  it  any  more  sof^ 
A.  They  preferred  to  have  me  remain  on  it.    That  is  what  they  said. 

Q.  This  grand  jury  adjourned,  or  was  dismissed  before  the  last  two 
days  preceoing  the  election,  was  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  which  occurred  on  the  Saturday  or  the  Monday  preceding 
the  election  was  after  the  adjournment  of  that  grand  joryf — A.  Yes, 
sir;  everything  of  that  sort  occurred  after  the  grand  jury  had  adjourned. 

By  the  Ghaibman: 
Q.  When  did  they  adjourn  f — ^A.  I  think  we  acyonmed  Friday  after- 
noon ;  I  do  not  remember  the  date  exactly. 

J.  M.  IToBMAN  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  Missis- 
sippi.' 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Copiah  County? — ^A.  I  was  bom 
there,  and  I  am  near  fifty-one  years  old. 

Q.  Do  you  live  at  Hazlehurstf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  held  office  in  Copiah  County  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  held 
the  office  of  chancery  clerk  for  seven  years  preceding  the  first  Monday 
in  January  last. 

Q.  Did  you  know  J.  P.  Matthews,  or  Print  Matthews,  as  he  was 
called  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  you  know  him  wellt — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  well. 

Q.  Did  your  duties  as  chancery  clerk  bring  you  into  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  his  business  as  sheriff  and  other  countv  positions  which  he 
heldf — A.  Well,  his  term  of  office  had  expired  before  I  went  into  office, 
though  his  records  were  there,  many  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Matthews  while  sheriff  settled  with  the 
county  of  Copiah  or  the  State  in  full,  or  whether  he  defaulted  to  any 
amount! — ^A.  He  did  not  settle  in  ftiU. 

Q.  Was  he  a  defaulter ;  if  so,  to  what  amount  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was 
a  de&ulter  in  the  sum  of  $1,207.61,  prineipid,  and  25  per  cent,  interest 

Q.  What  was  done  about  that;  did  the  county  of  Copii^  biing  sait 
against  him  for  itf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  make  no  claim  upon  him  for  itf — A.  No,  sir;  the  coiinty 
didn't,  but  the  State  revenue  agent,  General  Wirt  Adams,  did.  He 
called  upon  him  for  a  settlement. 

Q.  So  the  amount  due  the  State  was  settled  t— A.  I  do  not  know  aay* 
thing  about  that. 

Q.  Was  the  amount  due  the  county  settled  f — A.  YeSySir;  hesettledit 

Q.  How  long  was  that  after  he  had  gone  out  of  office  t— A.  That  was 
on  the  27th  of  December,  1880.  He  went  out  of  office  the  first  Mon* 
day  in  January,  1876. 

Q.  So  that  he  did  not  settle  the  amount  due  the  ooimty  fbr  foar 
years  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  he  pay  op  in  ftill  or  compromise  it  t — A.  I  do  not  know  which 
way  he  settled  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  Mr.  M&tthews  controlled  the  action  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  that  county  or  notf — A.  Well,  sir,  he  did  in  a 
great  measure. 

Q.  Please  explain  how  he  controlled  their  action. — ^A.  Well,  I  do  not 
know.    He  did  not  do  it  by  being  before  the  board  very  much. 

Q.  Did  he  do  it  by  having  his  men  on  the  board,  in  a  measure f — A. 
Tes,  sir;  men  that  he  could  influence. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  ho  used  his  power  over  the  board 
of  supervisors  to  manipulate  the  grand  juries  and  to  put  men  on  grand 
jariesf — A.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  remember  any  particular  circumstance 
to  make  me  know  it,  yet  the  atmosphere  seemed  to  be  full  of  that. 

Q.  The  atmosphere  around  the  court-house  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  So  much  so  that  you,  as  a  public  officer,  could  smell  it  and  see 
itt— A.  It  looked  that  way  all  the  time  to  me. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  grand  jury  was  so  manipulated  as  to  have  cor- 
rupt men  put  on  it  and  improperly  influenced  f — A.  The  board  of  su> 
l>ervisor8  that  Mr.  Matthews  could  influence  always  selected  a  partisan 
grand  jury. 

Q.  Do  \ou  know  anything  of  the  case  of  the  State  against  Cookf — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  you  know  about  that  case— bow  it  was  gotten  up  and 
who  got  it  up. — A.  The  first  intimation  or  idea  I  had  that  a  case  would 
be  brought  against  him 

Q.  Cook  h^  been  sheriff,  had  he  not! — A.  Yes,  sir — was  by  seeing 
Mr.  Matthews  and  Burnet  examining  the  accounts  against  public  offi- 
cers that  was  kept  by  myself.  They  came  in  and  examined  that,  and 
they  examined,  I  think,  the  delinquent  list  of  taxpayers  and  some 
other  records.  That  was  the  first  idea  and  notion  I  had  that  they  were 
going  to  try  to  bring  a  suit.    Afterwards  CoL  J.  B.  Jones  came  in 

Q.  The  gentleman  who  has  testified  heref — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  was  he  nott — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  they  do  afterwards f — A.  They  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Cook.  They  appointed  Mr. 
Matthews  and  a  gentleman  named  Lowe  and  myself. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Lowef — ^A.  Mr.  Lowe  was  an  ex-sheriff  for  the 
county'. 

Q.  A  Bepublicanf — ^A.  He  claimed  to  be  an  Independent,  I  believe, 
or  probably  a  Democrat;  but  he  voted  with  the  Independents  or  Be- 
poblicans. 

Q.  What  did  your  committee  dot— A.  We  examined  the  records  as 
weU  as  we  could,  and  on  the  papers  reported.  We  were  several  days 
at  it,  and  Mr.  Cook  in  settling  his  account  as  tax-collector  for  taxes 
proper  was  ahead  all  the  time ;  he  had  paid  more  money  into  the  coun^ 
than  had  been  charged  against  him,  or  that  he  had  collected.  He  also 
received  money  for  kinds  redeemed  or  purchased  from  the  State  that  had 
been  forfeited  for  taxes.  In  each  case,  though,  where  he  received  money 
for  that,  he  took  the  treasurer's  receipt  and  made  a  little  note  of  it  on 
his  memorandum  book.  They  charged  him  with  all  the  moneys  he  had 
received  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  in  that  way  brought  him  out  in 
debt  to  the  county  $465.51,  less  two  credits  we  found  afterwards,  one 
of  t222.62  and  the  other  of  $50,  leaving  a  balance  against  him,  accord- 
ing to  their  showing,  of  $272.62.  On  that  the  board  of  supervisors  em 
ployed  Mr.  Buruet,  Mr.  Sessions,  and  Mr.  Cassidy,  three  lawyers,  at  a 
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salary  of  $1,000  certain  and  10  per  cent,  on  all  they  collected,  to  proee- 
cate  Mr.  Cook. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Biif  kin  a  member  oT  the  board  of  supervisors  at  that 
timef — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  yon  were  making  yonr  examination  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  to  anybody  when  you  were  making 
your  examination  to  report  f — ^A.  One  time  I  stepped  out  in  front  of  the 
court-house  door  and  Buf  kin  was  there,  and  something  was  said  about 
making  a  report,  and  I  do  not  know  the  words  exactly  that  Buf  kin  lued, 
but  he  said,  <<  We  want  you  to  bring  out  a  report  favorable  to  the  Be- 
publican  party .^ 

By  Mr.  Fbys  : 

Q.  He  said  so  to  youf — ^A.  I  was  standing  there ;  there  were  several 
gentlemen  standing  around. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Which  Mr.  Bufkin  was  thatf— A.  Mr.  Frank  Bufkin. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  result  of  that  suit  was  that  was  brought!^ 
A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Cook  compromised  with  the  county  by  the  coun^  pay- 
ing him  $1,000  and  costs  of  the  suit. 

Q.  Did  he  not  get  judgment  in  court  first  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Burnet  has  sworn  here  that  during  his  absence  that  suit  was 
nolle  pressed  by  the  judge  and  dismissed.  Was  that  sof — ^A.  That  is 
not  what  his  lawyers  told  me  about  it. 

Q.  Did  the  judge  pass  that  suitf 

The  Witness.  Pass  it  in  what  way  t 

Mr.  Jonas.  Pass  it  without  trying  it ;  did  he  pass  it  over  or  did  be 
try  itf — A.  Why,  the  attorneys  for  the  county  went  in  and  confessed 
judgment,  I  suppose^  and  adpiitted  it. 

Q.  After  an  examination  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  attorneys  for  the  county  f — ^A.  Sessions,  Cassidy, 
and  Burnet. 

Q.  Who  were  Sessions  and  Oassidy  f — ^A.  Promment  attorneys  finom 
Brookhaven. 

Q.  They  were  prominent  and  able  lawyers  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  came  to  the  same  conclusion  that  your  committee  didt— A. 
Yes,  sir:  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  county  was  indebted  to 
Mr.  Cook.  Mr.  A.  C.  McNeir,  the  referee  in  the  case,  said  to  me  after 
they  had  compromised  the  matter,  he  says,  "If  they  had  left  it  tome  I 
would  have  given  Cook— I  would  have  decided  in  Oooks's  favor  in  the 
amount  of  between  $1,500  and  $2,000." 

Q.  But  they  gave  Cook  $1,000.  Do  you  know  Mr.  A.  W.  Burnet  well  t 
— A.  I  never  knew  him  until  he  came  to  Hazlehurst,  a  few  years  ago, 
to  live. 

Q,  You  have  known  him  since  then  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  has  been  practicing  or  attempting  to  practice  law  in  the 
conrtsf — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  had  much  practice f — A.  He  has  had  very  little  practice 
in  tiie  chancery  court 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  his  character  for  truth  or  veracity  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lives  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  it  f — ^A.  It  is  not  good. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  him ;  would  you  believe  him  on  oath  or 
not  f — ^A.  If  he  testified  as  he  is  reported  here  to  have  done  I  certaunly 
would  not  do  it. 
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Q.  Id  this  inTestigatioa  do  yoa  mean  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Hare  yon  read  his  testimony  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  read  it  only 
as  I  saw  it  reported  in  the  Times-Democrat.  He  said  there,  or  is  re- 
ported to  have  said^  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  the  only  sheriff  who  went 
oot  of  ofSce  in  Copiah  County  that  was  not  a  defaulter. 

Q.  Is  that  tmef — A.  Mr.  Matthews  was  the  second  defiaulter  that  I 
eyer  heard  of  in  Copiah  County.    I  never  heard  of  but  two  defaulting 


Q.  And  he  was  one  t — A.  Yes,  sir :  he  was  one  of  them. 

Q.  And  that  is  a  matter  of  general  notoriety  in  Copiah  County  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  difficulty  between  Mr.  Matthews  and 
Frank  Thompson  just  before  the  election  f — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  rumors  or  reports  about  it! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  that,  in  regard  to  Matthews  and  Frank  Thompson  f — 
A.  Thompson  told  me  that  he  was  warned  not  to  go  home;  that  he 
would  be  waylaid  at  the  Bayou  Pierre  bridge. 

Q.  By  whomf — A.  Well,  a  day  or  two  afterwards  he  had  a  difficulty 
with  Mr.  Matthews,  and  1  understood  that  that  was  what  it  was  about; 
that  Matthews  was  the  instigator  of  the  ambuscade,  or  the  attempt  to 
waylay  him. 

Q.  1  am  asking  you  about  Frank  Thompson.  What  do  you  say  about 
an  ambuscade  f — A.  He  told  me  he  was  warned  not  to  go  home  to 
Hazlehurst;  that  he  would  be  waylaid  at  the  Bayou  Pierre  bridge;  and 
he  did  not  go  home. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  before  the  election  f — A.  I  think  about  two 
weeks. 

Q.  Who  was  he  warned  against  t-^  A.  He  had  a  difficulty  with  Mr. 
Ras  (J.  M.)  Matthews  a  day  or  two  afterwards  about  that  waylaying, 
and  Judge  Wharton  prevented  them  from  coming  to  blows. 

Q.  You  have  lived  all  your  life  in  Copiah  County  f — A.  I  am  a  native 
of  Copiah,  and  was  raised  there,  but  was  five  years  out  of  the  county, 
from  1855  to  1860. 

Q.  With  that  exception  you  have  lived  there  all  your  life  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  know  the  people  of  Copiah  County  well,  I  suppose  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir ;  very  welL 

Q.  You  know  the  Democratic  people  of  Copiah  County  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  their  character)  Are  they  peaceable  people  and  law- 
abiding  people,  or  the  reverse! — A.  Well,  I  have  been  with  a  good  many 
people  in  my  life,  and  I  think  they  are  the  most  patient,  conservative 
people  I  have  ever  met  with.    They  are  a  law-abiding  people  generally. 

Q.  I  suppose,  like  in  all  communities,  you  have  some  lawless,  des- 
perate men  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir,    I  did  not  speak  of  the  exceptions,  of  course. 

Q.  But  the  testimony  you  give  is  in  reference  to  the  people  as  a 
class  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Copiah  County  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  over  which  Mr.  Meade  presided, 
which  passed  those  resolutions  f — A.  t9^o,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  people  who  were  present  t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  knew  a  good  many  of  them. 

Q.  Of  what  class  of  people  was  that  meeting  composed  f — A.  As  a 
geoeial  thing,  so  far  as  I  know,  they  were  thorough-going  people  that 
I  would  trust  with  my  life,  at  any  time  when  I  was  in  the  right. 

Q.  Are  there  some  wrong-headed  and  impulsive  people  among  tliemf 
—A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  these  people  who  drafted  and  passeil  those  reso- 
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lotions  were  probably  the  most  aggressive  and  excitable  of  the  Demo 
<^rat8 ;  not  altogether  so,  but  generally  so. 

Qr  Do  yon  think  those  resoiutions  met  with  aniversal  approval  among 
the  people  of  Copiah  County! — ^A.  Only  in  a  certain  sense.  So  far  as 
the  people  believed  that  the  Matthewses  and  their  Mends  might  attempt 
to  avenge  the  kUling  of  Mr.  Print  Matthews^  by  killing  the  people, 
assassinating  them,  or  bnming  up  and  destitiying  their  property,  I 
think  they  approved  them  so  far  as  it  related  to  that,  and  no  fhrther. 

By  Mr.  Cahbbon  : 

Q.  Ton  have  stated,  as  I  understood  yon,  that  J.  P.  Matthews,  when 
he  went  out  of  the  office  of  sheriff,  was  a  de&ulter  to  the  county  in  the 
amount  $1,200  and  something;  is  that  so! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what 
he  paid  in. 

Q*  Have  you  given  in  your  opinion  a  full  and  fair  rex>ort  of  that  trans- 
action f 

The  Witness.  What  particular  transaction  do  you  mean  f 

Mr.  Cameron.  The  fact  that  he  was  a  defaulter  to  the  county. 

A.  Well,  I  do  not  know  how  I  could  be  any  iMrer.  I  have  got  the 
•original  document,  handed  me  by  General  Wirt  Adams,  in  my  pocket 
to  refresh  my  memory. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Matthews,  at  the  time  he  went  out  of  office  as  sheriff,  have 
a  suit  pending  against  the  county  in  regard  to  certain  bonds  or  warrants 
that  the  county  had  issued,  and  he  claimed  that  the  county  iu  his  set 
tlement  with  it  ought  to  allow  him  for  those  bonds  or  warrants ;  do  yoa 
know  anything  of  that  f — A.  Only  by  rumor. 

Q.  You  have  testified  to  a  great  many  things  that  you  knew  only 
by  rumor. — ^A.  Well,  if  you  wiU  admit  that,  I  will  tell  you. 

Q.  They  have  been  admitting  it  all  through  your  testimony,  so  you 
may  go  on. — ^A.  Mr.  Matthews  sued  the  county  for  a  jail  bill— that  is 
my  understanding — ^for  taking  care  of  the  prisoners.  He  first  applied 
to  the  board  of  supervisors  for  his  pay,  and  they  refused  to  pay  it  oo 
the  ground  that  he  was  a  defaulter.  He  then  sued  for  it,  and  acknowl- 
•edged  his  defalcation  and  lost  the  suit 

Q.  Did  he  recover. a  judgment  against  the  county! — ^A.  No,  sir;  he 
<iid  not.    He  acknowledged  his  deMcation — admitted  it  in  court. 

Q.  Admitted  his  defalcation  did  you  sayf — A.  I  did  not  hear  that, 
but  that  is  the  current  history  of  it. 

Q.  What  becameof  his  account  against  the  county  t — ^A.  I  understand 
from  General  Adams  that  he  allowed  it  to  him  in  his  settlement 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  amount  allowed  by  Oenenal  Adams  was  1^ 
A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  By  rumor f — A.  No,  sir:  I  do  not  know  because  he  never  told  me. 

Q.  Was  it  not  more  than  tne  alleged  defalcation  t — A.  It  was  fifteen 
hundred  dollars.  The  defalcation,  as  I  have  read  you,  was  twelve  him- 
^ed  and  seven  dollars,  and  something. 

Q.  General  Adams  allowed  him  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  heallowed 
the  county  twelve  hundred  and  seven  dollars  t-*A.  Yes,  sir;  besidesthat. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
Q.  Besides  thatf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Camebon: 
Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  owed  the  county  $1,200  and  $1,500, 
inaking  $2,707! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  understanding  of  it 

Q.  But  at  the  time  he  went  out  of  the  oflSce  of  sheriff  he  had  a  daim 
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against  the  county,  a  part  of  which,  or  the  whole  of  which,  was  subse- 
qnently allowed  to  him;  is  that  true! — A.  Not  by  the  county* 

Q.  Well,  by  General  Adams! — A.  Allow  me,  sir,  to  say  this:  The 
niDates  of  the  board  of  supervisors  show  there  were  some  little  accounts 
aUowed  to  him,  but  I  am  speaking  of  this  particular  account  of  jail-fees 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Q.  That  the  county  allowed  to  him! — A.  That  they  did  not  allow  to 
him. 

Q.  Who  did  allow  itf — ^A.  If  it  was  ever  allowed  at  all,  it  was  allowed 
by  General  Adams  when  he  made  a  settlement  with  him.  General 
Adams  was  a  State  revenue  agent  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Q.  An  officer  under  the  State  government f — A.  Yes,  sir,  to  investi- 
gate the  accounts  of  public  officers  and  bring  them  to  settlement. 

Q.  Did  not  the  case  go  to  the  supreme  court  finally,  and  Matthews 
auid  Adams  then  had  a  settlement  of  the  whole  business!— A.  No,  sir. 
It  went  to  the  supreme  court,  I  think,  sometime  before  the  settlement. 

Q.  Well,  after  the  suit  was  decided  in  the  supreme  court,  it  was 
settled  t — ^A.  The  suit  was  brought  in  1876,  and  the  settlement  was 
made  in  December.  1880. 

Q.  Did  you  thiuK  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  guilty  because  it  was  said 
that  be  was  a  defaulter  8  or  10  years  agot — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  do  not  think,  then,  that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  kill- 
ing!— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  bulldozing  through  the  county  this  fall 
was  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  alleged  to  have 
been  a  defaulter  sometime  or  other! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  in  your  opinion! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not  think  that  was  it 

Q.  Ton  stated,  I  believe,  that,  in  your  own  opinion,  the  great  majority 
of  Uie  people--of  the  Democrats — of  Copiah  County  are  peaceable,  or- 
derly, and  law-abiding  people! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  say  it  was  my 
opinioDj  I  stated  it  on  my  knowledge, 

Q.  What  knowledge  have  you  on  the  subject! — A.  I  have  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  people.   I  have  been  knowing  them  for  fifty-one  years,  nearly. 

Q.  Tour  opinion  is  formed  from  the  knowledge  you  have  of  the  peo- 
ple!—A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  it  is  an  opinion  after  all! — ^A.  I  know  them  to  be  a  law- 
abiding  people. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  the  disorders  through  the  county  last 
Call!— A  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  those! — A.  The  first  I  heard  was  of  the 
killing  of  Wallis.  I  do  not  recollect  when  it  was;  whenever  it  oc- 
curred, however,  it  was  a  week  or  two  weeks  before  the  election. 

Q.  It  was  a  little  over  a  week.  Did  you  hear  of  the  shooting  of  his 
wife!— A.  Tes,  sir;  I  heard  of  the  killing  of  Wallis  and  the  shooting 
of  his  wife.  Afterwards,  I  do  not  know  when  it  was,  but  I  heard  that 
they  had  been  down  at  Bas.  Matthews's,  and  that  somebody  had  shot 
into  his  store.  I  do  not  know  how  many  days  it  was  before  the  election, 
bat  I  heard  of  it  soon  afterwards. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  the  shooting  of  Frank  Hayes  and  his  wife! — A. 
Tes,  sir;  I  heard  of  that.  I  think  I  heard  of  that  the  next  morning 
after  it  was  said  to  have  occurred. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  by  whom  it  was  done  !  I  do  not  mean  the  indvidual, 
but  geoerally  who  were  engaged  in  it. — A.  I  have  heard  different 
opinions  expressed  about  that.  I  have  heard  some  people  say  that  they 
believed  that  those  men  who  were  going  around  down  there  election- 
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eering,  night  and  day,  as  they  call  it,  did  it,  and  I  heard  others  say  that 
they  believed  the  Independents  did  it  to  make  capital. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  hear  state  thatf — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  cannot 
name  the  indi\idual,  but  I  have  heard  it  several  times  where  there  was 
company  talking. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  name  of  any  person  who  was  engaged  in  that 
mob,  or  procession,  as  some  people  prefer  to  call  it! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
knew  some  of  them. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  some  of  them. — A.  I  will  give  you  those  I  rec- 
ollect having  seen.  I  saw  them  come  into  town.  A  young  man  named 
Bailey  was  one. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Democrat  or  Independent  f — ^A.  He  was  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Go  on. — A.  The  Democrats  were  electioneering,  sort  of  altogether 
then.    They  were  not  mixing  with  the  Independents  right  at  that  time. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  as  many  others  as  you  can  remember.— A.  I 
saw  Mr.  J.  B.  Middleton — ^he  took  dinner  at  my  house  that  day— and  I 
know  a  good  many  of  them  if  I  could  just  think  of  them  now.  Mr. 
Womack,  I  recollect,  was  one.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Joe  Bailey  was  there, 
but  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  him.  Mr.  Bas  Wheeler  was  with  them. 
I  saw  Mr.  Shelton — Mr.  John  Shelton,  I  believe  it  was.  I  reckon  I  knew 
every  man  in  the  procession. 

Q.  Were  they  all  Democrats,  so  far  as  you  know — A.  Yes,  sir;  aU 
Democrats. 

Q.  What  did  you  learn  they  had  been  doing,  or  had  done!— A  I 
learned  more  from  a  speech  that  Mr.  Bailey  made  that  night  than  any 
other  way.  He  told  me  in  his  speech — he  said  they  had  been  down  there 
electioneering; — ^that  they  had  hauled  a  cannon  around  and  shot  it  ofi^ 
and  would  fire  off  the  guns  on  the  road,  and  they  would  go  to  the 
negroes'  houses  and  call  them  up  and  electioneer  with  them. 

Q.  At  night! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  they  had  not  molested  anybody,  ex- 
cept calling  them  up. 

Q.  Do  you  thiuk  those  proceedings  were  strictly  according  to  law!— 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  violation,  or  breach  of  the  law, 
or  not.    It  was  not  strictly  in  accordance  with  law,  though. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  parties  engaged  in  those  proceedings  are 
law-abiding  citizens  of  the  county! — A.  Well,  sir,  I  have  never  known 
those  men  to  commit  a  breach  of  the  law.  A  great  many  of  them  that 
I  knew  there  thought  that  was  one. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  generally  they  were  respectable  and  law-abiding 
citizens! — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  nearest  breach  of  the  law  I  ever  knew 
or  heard  of  any,  or  the  most  of  them,  having  committed. 

Q.  If  they  had  killed  Tom  Wallis  you  would  call  that  a  breach  of  the 
law  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  decidedly. 

Q.  If  they  shot  his  wife,  what  would  you  say  about  that!— A.  But 
that  occurred  before  they  went  down  there. 

Q.  I  am  not  saying  they  were  there  then,  but  would  you  call  that  a 
breach  of  the  law! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  own  son  with  that  company  at  any  timet — 'So,  sir;  my 
son  was  at  Oxford  at  the  university. 

Q.  You  say  you  heard  Bailey  make  a  speech  that  evening!— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you,  in  the  first  place,  if  those  parties  when  they  came 
in  were  armed! 

The  Witness.  When  they  came  into  town! 

Mr.  Cameeon.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  and  with  what  were  they  armed! — A.  Some  had  guns  and 
8ome  had  pistols. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  they  had  any  of  the  State  annsf — 
A.  They  did  not 

Q.  When  did  the  State  anns  arrive  there  at  Hazlehurstf — ^A.  The  night 
after  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed,  or  the  next  night — I  do  not  know  which — 
probably  the  night  of  the  day  on  which  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed. 

Q.  To  whom  were  they  delivered  when  they  arrived  there! — ^A.  They 
were  delivered  to  the  sheriff. 

Q.  Who  gave  a  receipt  for  them  f— A.  The  sheriff. 

Q.  Mr.  Hargravef — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Hargrave  with  this  mob,  I  will  call  them,  when  they  came 
into  town  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  with  them  at  any  timef — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 
1  do  not  recollect  now.    Mr.  Hargrave  is  not  an  aggressive  man,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  a  respectable,  peaceable,  and  law-abiding  citizen  f— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  think  he  is  as  much  so  as  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  county? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  or  any  other  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  think  the  Democrats  of  this 
county  are  the  most  law-abiding  and  peaceable  people  you  ever  knew,  if 
I  anderstand  you  aright! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  use  that  language. 

Q.  What  was  the  language  you  used  f — ^A.  I  said  I  thought  they  were 
the  most  patient  and  conservative  people  I  had  ever  met  with. 

Q.  Have  you  known  people  in  other  parts  of  Mississippi  f — A.  Yes, 
sir;  1  have  known  people  in  Mississippi  and  in  California,  and  I  have 
beeu  up  in  Massachusetts,  too. 

Q.  So  that  the  people  in  other  parts  of  Mississippi,  so  far  as  you  know 
them,  are  less  patient  and  conservative  than  these? — A.  I  don't  think 
that  any  of  them  had  to  stand  as  much. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Matthews'  defalcation.  Do  I  understand 
you  correctly  when  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Matthews  was 
allowed  by  Mr.  Adams  certain  jail  fees  or  claims  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  fifteen 
hoDdred  dollars 

Q.  And  that  the  twelve  hundred  was  over  and  above  that;  that  was 
still  due  after  that  was  allowed.  Is  that  true! — A.  Understand  me 
now,  sir.  1  understood  that  from  General  Adams.  I  do  not  swear 
positively  to  it. 

Q.  But  that  is  your  understanding t — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  under- 
standing. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  not  also  understand  that  Mr.  Matthews  claimed 
certain  warrants  for  jail  fees  which  were  disallowed  by  the  court  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  not  presented  within  the  time  that  the  State 
required  t — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Q.  I  did  not  understand  you  to  have  said  that,  but  I  ask  you  now  if 
that  was  not  the  case  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  ground  on  which  Mr.  Matthews  made  a  claim  which 
the  court  disallowed  t — A.  This  is  rumor,  now;  but  my  understanding 
was  that  he  confessed  that  he  owed  the  county ;  that  he  was  a  defaulter. 

<j.  But  he  claimed  that  something  should  be  allowed  him  which  the 
couDty  refused  to  allow  in  the  lawsuit. — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Q.  And  what  wis  the  ground  on  which  the  court  decfded  that  those 
claims  should  not  be  allowed!— A.  On  the  ground  that  he  was  a  de- 
faulter. 
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Q.  I  am  speaking  now  about  those  claims  t — A.  Well,  according  to 
the  law  of  that  State  the  State  does  not  pay  a  public  officer  his  dues 
unless  he  ha^  paid  what  he  owes  to  the  State. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Matthews  claimed  he  was  entitled  to  set-offs  in  h\&  ac- 
counts with  the  county,  did  he  nott — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that 

Q.  There  was  something  carried  up  to  the  supreme  court  as  aqaestion 
of  law  between  him  and  the  county f— A.  Yes  sir;  that  suit  for  fifteen 
hundred  dollars. 

Q.  What  was  the  claim  that  Mr.  Matthews  made  of  his  legal  position 
against  the  county,  as  you  understand  itt — A.  I  wish  to  answer  that 
question  intelligently. 

Q.  Perhaps  I  did  not  make  myself  clear.  I  am  not  asking  what  was 
the  amount  of  money  which  he  claimed  which  was  disallowed,  bat  what 
was  the  legal  ground  of  his  claim — ^his  side  of  the  case^his  story  t— A. 
I  do  not  know  the  particular  legal  point  on  which  it  was  founded. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  on  what  ground  he  carried  to  the  supreme  conrt 
this  claim  against  the  county! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  man  who  was  responsible ;  against  whom  a 
debt  could  be  collected;  he  was  entirely  responsible! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
looked  upon  him  as  such. 

Q.  In  addition  to  his  bond! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  thot  when  you  speak  of  him  as  a  defaulter  you  have  no  doubt 
that  any  claim  against  him  by  the  county  of  Copiah  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  is  strictly  good,  if  they  get  a  judgment  for  it! — A.  I 
have  no  doubt  about  it ;  the  settling  proved  that  it  was. 

Q.  And  he  claimed  something  which  at  first  the  county  refused  to 
allow,  but  on  which  General  Adams  afterwards  allowed  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  ! — A.  I  told  you  that  I  understood  that. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  You  have  been  inquired  of  as  to  what  kind  of  a  man  Mr.  Har- 
grave  was.  I  want  to  emphasize  that  by  further  inquiry — if  he  is  not 
regarded  as  a  good  and  conservative  citizen  of  Oopiah  Oounty  !— A 
Yes,  sir,  he  is;  decidedly  so. 

Q.  You  have  known  him  a  good  while! — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  got  acqndnted 
with  him  during  the  war  some  time,  and  I  have  been  knowing  him  ever 
since.    I  mean  I  have  been  meeting  him. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  Mr.  Hargrave,  do  you  believe  that  he 
would  do  anything  towards  encouraging  violence  or  murder  of  any 
description  ! — A.  Well,  Captain  Hargrave  is  not  an  aggressive  man  at 
all.  His  political  policy  was  a  very  politic  one.  He  believed  in  being 
politic,  and  believed  in  persuading  the  negroes  and  using  arguments 
instead  of  violence. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  He  was  rather  retrogressive  than  aggressive  when  they  wanted 
him  to  stop  that  mob,  was  he  not! — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  stopping  the  mob. 

Q.  Do  you  regard  Ras  Wheeler  as  a  good  and  respectable  citizen!— 
A.  I  looked  upon  him  as  such,  except  so  far  as  the  killing  of  Matthews 
was  concerned,  and  that  is  a  thing  I  am  not  prepared  to  judge  of  yet 
That  is  in  the  court. 

Q.  But  if  you  had  been  asked  about  it,  leaving  out  the  killing  of 
Matthews  now,  you  would  have  said  Erastus  Wheeler  was  one  of  those 
worthy,  patient,  and  law-abiding  citizens,  would  you  not!— A.  Iwonld 
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not  have  said  patient.  There  is  no  comparison  between  his  patience 
and  Captain  Hargrave's. 

Q.  Are  yon  one  of  the  the  board  of  alderman  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  one  of  the  persons  who  appointed  Wheeler  marshal  of  the 
town  after  the  marder  of  Matthews  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

H.  B.  Johnson  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  In  Hazlehnrst. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Oopiah  County! — ^A.  Thirty-seven 
years. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehnrst  on  last  election  day  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  t— The  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  many  colored  men  voted  that 
ticket  or  not  in  that  county  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a  right  smart  of  them 
voted  it 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  many  colored  men  bad  abandoned  the  In- 
dependent party  or  not  before  the  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  means  of  knowledge;  how  did  you  ascertain  that 
£eust;  did  you  canvass  the  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  interest  of  what  party! — A.  The  Democratic  party. 

Q,  Were  those  votes  cast  voluntarily,  and  without  any  coercion! — ^A. 
Yes,  sir ;  all  I  seen  was  cast  voluntarily. 

Q.  And  with  good  will ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  colored  men  do  you  suppose  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  in  your  precinct,  or  part  of  the  town  ! — ^A.  Of  my  own  knowledge 
about  100  there,  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad,  at  the  courthouse. 

Q.  Were  there  many  others  on  the  west  side  of  the  county  t — A.  I 
was  only  there  at  Hazlehnrst  the  day  of  the  election. 

Q.  But  when  you  canvassed  through  the  county  did  you  find  many 
colored  people  disposed  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  their  free  choice  and  will  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  reason  did  they  give  for  it ;  did  you  talk  with  them  and 
reason  with  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  What  were  their  reasons  for  quitting  the  Independent  party  t — A. 
A  great  many  had  been  Eepublicans,  and  as  there  was  no  Republican 
ticket  in  the  field  they  desired  to  vote  for  such  men  as  they  thought 
best  to  fill  the  offices. 

Q.  And  they  thought  the  Democratic  ticket  was  a  better  ticket  than 
the  Independent  ticket  f — ^^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  said  of  the  two  evils  they 
would  take  the  choice. 

Q.  That  is,  they  preferred  the  men  on  itt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  have  confidence  in  the  good  people  of  Copiah  County : 
confidence  in  the  Democratic  candidates  and  party  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  all 
those  that  I  talked  with  did. 

Q.  That  they  would  protect  them  in  their  rights  and  property  if  they 
went  with  them  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  no  disturbances  about  Hazlehnrst,  were  there! — A. 
Not  that  I  seen. 

Q.  I  mean  no  voters  were  disturbed  or  outraged? — ^A.  No,  sir;  none 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  were  in  the  canvass,  you  say,  a  good  deal  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  went  about  the  county  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


310  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN   MISSISSIPPI. 

Q.  How  did  yoa  think  the  election  would  result  T — A.  I  thonght  tbe 
colored  people  were  equally  divided. 

Q.  You  thought  a  great  many  of  them  would  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  party  did  you  think  would  carry  the  county  t — ^A.  I  thought 
the  regular  Democratic  ticket  would. 

Q.  Did  you  think  the  Democrats  would  carry  the  county  if  there  had 
been  no  disturbance  of  any  kind  f — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  That  was  your  impression  before  the  election  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  been  through  the  county! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  in  portions  of 
beat  3  and  some  in  beat  4,  and  I  canvassed  beat  5  thoroughly. 

Q.  You  say  you  talked  with  a  great  many  of  your  own  people!— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  is  your  impression  of  the  condition  of  that  county  t— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  lived  all  your  life  among  the  people  of  Copiah  t— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Of  course  you  were  a  small  child  when  the  war  was  over  t— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  have  been  the  relations  between  the  white  and  colored  people 
in  Copiah  County  since  the  war  and  since  the  colored  people  have  had 
their  freedom  f — A.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  about  politics. 

Q.  They  have  been  peaceable  and  friendly  t — A.  There  has  always 
been  a  little  stirring  when  politics  came  on. 

Q.  But  outside  of  politics  how  were  they — of  a  friendly  oharaisterf— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  the  white  people  been  well  disposed  towards  the  colored 
people? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  protected  them  in  their  person  and  property  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
outside  of  politics. 

Q.  Any  trouble  that  occurred  grew  out  of  politics  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  out 
of  politics. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  running  oflF  of  hands  on  Mr.  Matthews's  place  in 
the  western  part  of  the  county  f  Did  you  hear  of  their  leaving  and 
going  to  Kansas  t 

The  Witness.  What  year  was  that! 

The  Chairman.  Since  election  this  year! — A.  I  have  heard  of  a 
great  many  leaving  the  county,  and  all  that^  I  do  not  know  that,  it  is 
just  a  rumor. 

Q.  A  great  many  colored  people  left  the  county  because  they  thought 
they  were  not  safe  there  t — A.  From  what  I  heard  they  said  they  were 
bulldozing  beat  3.    That  is  a  mere  rumor;  I  do  not  know  about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  Daniel  Crump's  house  being  burnt  up  f— A  I 
may  have  heard  it  and  forgotten  it. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  the  killing  of  Wallis  and  the  shooting  of  his 
wife  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  shooting  of  Frank  Hayes  and  his  wifet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  flogging  of  Handy  Fortner! — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard 
about  Fortner;  if  I  have  I  have  forgotten  it. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  Moses  Smith  being  knocked  in  the  head  and  his 
Eepublican  and  Independent  tickets  being  taken  away  firom  himt— A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  I  did  hear  of  that. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  8olomon  Smith  being  knocked  in  the  head  and 
his  tickets  being  taken  away  from  him  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think 
so.    I  do  not  think  I  knew  him. 
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Q.  Yoa  do  not  call  that  living  on  very  pleasant  terms  with  the  white 
people  or  being  protected  f — ^A.  Well,  he  asked  me  oatside  of  growing 
oot  of  politics. 

Q.  And  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  the  Democrats  or  the  white 
people  there  wonld  protect  the  colored  men  there  if  they  went  with 
themt — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  think. 

Q.  Now,  you  had  been  canvassing  this  county  for  some  time  before 
the  election  as  a  Democratic  canvasser,  hadn't  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  not  the  person  who  was  recommended  as  the  Republican 
inspector  by  the  Democrats! — A.  I  suppose  so.    Yes,  sir;  I  was. 

Q.  Being  a  Democratic  canvasser  they  recommended  you  as  a  Eepub- 
lican  inspector,  and  was  it  not  to  get  Governor  Lowry  to  prevent  that 
being  done  that  you  understood  Mr.  Burnet  had  gone  to  Jackson  when 
he  was  shot!  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Burnet  went  to  Jackson  to 
get  somebody  else  appointed  Republican  inspector! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not 

Q.  There  was  somebody  else  appointed  by  Governor  Lowry,  was  there 
not?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  paid  for  canvassing ;  did  you  have  a  certain  sum  a  day 
for  canvassing! — A.  No,  sir:  they  have  not  paid  anything. 

Q.  Did  they  not  agree  to? — A.  No,  sir;  they  made  no  agreement. 

Q.  How  happened  you  to  do  the  canvassing  ? — A.  Because  I  wanted 
to  bring  about  peace  and  harmony  among  the  colored  people  in  Copiah 
County,  and  there  had  been  a  strife  among  us. 

Q.  Had  you  not  been  a  Republican  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  fifteen  years; 
but  after  there  was  no  Republican  ticket  in  the  field  I  proposed  to  voto 
as  I  pleased. 

CiTBTis  Robinson  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? — Answer.  I  live  3  miles  southwest  of 
Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Do  you  vote  at  Hazlehurst? — A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Copiah  County? — ^A.  Seventeen  years, 
I  believe — sixteen  or  seventeen. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  there  at  the  last  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote? — A.  The  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last 
election. 

Q.  Had  you  previously  been  a  Republican? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  vote  the  Democratic  ticket? — A.  For  the  last  four 
or  five  years  I  have  been  scratching  the  ticket  a  good  deal  and  voting 
for  who  I  felt  disposed  to  vote  for, 

Q.  Was  there  any  Republican  ticket  in  the  field  last  election? — ^A. 
None  but  Leon  Matthews.    The  balance  were  Independent  Democrats. 

Q.  Then  in  voting  you  chose  what  you  thought  was  the  best  ticket? — 
•A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  my  understanding. 

Q.  Did  many  of  the  colored  men  vpte  like  you? — A.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  others  voted,  but  I  know  how  1  voted. 

Q.  You  know  others  voted  that  way? — A.  They  said  they  did. 

Q.  Did  they  say  it  was  for  the  same  reasons  that  you  had? — A.  Yes, 
sir:  I  had  conversation  with  them  to  that  effect. 

Q.  There  was  no  coercion  used  towards  you;  nobody  forced  you  to 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket  ? — A.  Nobody  opened  their  mouths  to  me 
ataU. 
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Q.  You  did  it  of  your  own  flree  will  and  choice?— A.  TeB,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  lived  among  the  white  people  of  Copiah  County  a  long 
time.  What  sort  of  people  are  they  t — A.  Well,  in  general  they  are  all 
a  very  peaceable  and  quiet  people,  only  in  times  of  elections,  then  there 
is  always  a  little  dispute  betwixt  the  two  parties. 

Q.  Generally  good  relations  exist  between  the  two  races? — A.  Yes,! 
always  get  along  with  them. 

Q.  You  always  found  the  white  Democrats  friendly! — A.  Yes, sir;  I 
always  got  anything  out  of  them  1  wanted — money  or  anything  else. 

Q.  They  never  persecuted  you  on  account  of  your  political  senti- 
ments.— A.  No,  sir,  they  never  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  the  colored  people  taking  to  the  woods  for  some 
weeks  before  the  election  in  large  numbers? — ^A.  I  heard  of  it  I  did 
not  know  it. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  of  that  for  friendly  relations  f — A.  I  do  not  know 
the  reasons  why  they  went.    I  do  not  know  the  virtue  of  it. 

Q.  If  it  should  turn  out  they  went  because  the  white  Democrats  visited 
their  houses  and  flogged  some  and  threatened  others  and  fired  some  of 
their  houses,  you  would  change  your  testimony  about  the  pleasant  rela- 
tions. You  do  not  call  that  pleasant  relations,  do  yout — A.  Well,  I  do 
not  know  what  it  wa«  done  for,  you  see. 

Q.  Do  you  call  that  pleasant  relations  f — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  that  time, 
I  do  not. 

Q.  And  if  that  is  true,  you  would  say  their  relations  were  not  pleas^ 
antf — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  not  at  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  There  was  nothing  of  that  kind  about  your  residence,  was  tiieret 
— A.  Ko,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  not  Charlie  Oliver  have  to  leave  Hazlehurst  and  lie  in  the 
woods! — A.  I  heard  so;  I  never  saw  him. 

By  Mr.  Cameron: 

Q.  Is  he  colored  man? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  understand  that  he  had  to  leave  and  lie  cot  in  the 
woods! — A.  I  heard  they  said  they  were  going  to  kill  him. 

Q.  Who! — A.  The  Democratic  party ;  but  what  for  1  do  not  know;  I 
did  not  ask  any  questions  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  about  Bobinson,  who  built  Print  Matthews's 
tomb  after  he  was  murdered ;  didn't  he  have  to  leave  before  he  finished 
itt — A.  He  left,  but  1  do  not  know  for  what  he  left. 

Q.  You  undersand  that  he  left  because  he  was  afraid  to  stay!— A.  I 
understood  he  did,  but  I  never  heard  a  word  said  against  Eobinson  by 
anybody. 

Q.  He  was  a  good  man,  was  hef — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  good  man. 

Q.  And  Oliver  was  a  good  man! — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  good  man, 
only  he*  talked  a  heap  when  he  was  drinking,  just  like  any  other  man 
who  was  drinking. 

Q.  But  you  understood  that  both  left  Hazlehurst  because  they  were 
afraid  the  Democratic  party  would  kill  themf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  i» 
the  understanding;  that  is  what  I  heard;  not  that  I  knowed  anything 
about  it. 
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Mr.  Jonas.  To-morrow  is  a  legal  holiday  throaghout  the  country, 
there  is  to  be  a  procession  jiere^  ^nd  the  day  has  been  celebrated  from 
time  immemorial,  and  I  therefore  suggest  that  the  committee  should  ad- 
joam  at  12  o'clock. 

The  Chairman.  We  should  not  ordinarily  sit  on  the  22d  of  Februaiy^ 
it  being  a  legal  holiday,  but  many  of  the  witnesses  are  here  fix)m  a  dis- 
tance, and  the  committee  are  here  from  a  greater  distance,  and  we  sup- 
pose it  will  be  for  the  convenience  of  all  of  us  to  occupy  as  much  of  the 
tiine  as  we  properly  can.  But  I  understand  there  is  to  be  a  ceremonial 
service  of  great  interest  to  a  large  portion  of  this  community.  We  will, 
therefore,  adjourn  in  time  for  any  persons  who  choose  to  attend  that 
service.  The  committee  will,  therefore,  meet  punctually  at  half-past 
9  and  adjourn  at  12. 

The  subcommittee  t^en  adjourned  until  Friday  morning,  February  22^ 
1884. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  Friday,  February  22, 1884. 

The  subcommittee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present,  Messrs. 
Hoar  (chairman),  Cameron,  Frve,  Saulsbury,  and  Jonas. 

Mr.  Saulsbury.  Before  calling  any  witnesses  I  desire  to  make  a 
statement  before  the  committee.  I  have  never  in  my  life  noticed  in  a 
pablic  manner  anything  that  has  been  said  of  me  by  a  newspaper.  Pub- 
lic men  must  expect  criticism ;  that  is  one  of  the  perquisites  of  their 
position.  And  I  would  not  now  do  it  except  for  the  fact  that  I  hold  in 
my  hand  a  paper  whose  correspondent  is  an  attach6  of  this  committee; 
and,  while  I  care  nothing  for  the  remark  made  about  myself,  I  feel  it  is 
dne  to  the  gentleman  who  sits  at  my  side  [Mr.  Sexton]  that  I  should  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  matter. 

In  the  New  York  Times  of^  February  19,  in  a  communication  dated 
New  Orleans,  La.,  February  18, 1  find  this : 

ThoM  who  sat  and  liBtened  to  the  test^mon^  taken  before  the  Hoar  investigating 
committee  to-day  obtained  a  strauee  insight  into  the  political  methods  which  keep 
Miasifssippi  in  the  Bourbon  fold.  Stories  of  whippings  and  of  the  shooting  of  colored 
people,  of  white  men  murdered  and  their  buildings  burned,  of  sudden  resort  to  the 
pistol,  of  ballots  uncounted,  and  of  negroes  hiding  in  the  woods,  were  told  so  circum- 
stantially that  they  apparently  left  no  room  for  doubt.  Next  to  Senator  Saulsbury, 
••his  adviser,  sat  one  of  the  instigators  of  these  outrages,  watching  each  witness  with 
•  look  that  made  some  of  the  negroes  tremble. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  I  do  not  care  whether  the  correspondent  of 
that  paper  sees  proper  to  circulate  through  the  country  in  the  columns 
of  the  New  York  Times  that  I  am  in  association  with  the  instigators  of 
murders  and  whippings  or  not,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  But  I  know 
the  gentleman  who  sits  at  my  side,  Mr.  Sexton.  He  is  here  in  answer 
to  a  telegram  which  I  sent  to  him,  and  I  do  feel  bound  to  say,  in  justice 
to  him,  that  such  an  utterance  in  reference  to  Mr.  Sexton  is  a  slander 
and  is  false;  I  will  not  say  it  is  malicious,  for  I  hope  it  was  done  igno- 
rantly  and  unadvisedly.  I  do  not  intend  that  Mr.  Sexton,  who  sits  at 
nay  side,  shall,  by  an  attach6  of  this  committee,  be  represented  as  an 
instigator  of  murder  and  of  whippings  without  calling  the  attention  of 
this  committee  to  it ;  for  that  attach^  is  paid  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  for  the  services  which  he  renders  to  this  committee, 
and  I  do  not  intend  that  it  shall  escape  the  notice  of  the  committee 
that  its  emplojf^— paid  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States — is 
uttering  that  m  reference  to  a  member  of  this  committee,  and  about 
those  with  whom  he  associates,  which  is  wholly  unjustified  and  untrue. 
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I  should  not  have  noticed  it  if  I  alone  had  been  affected  by  it  But  I 
am  held  up  as  the  associate  and  as  taking  counsel  of  an  instigator  of 
murders  and  whippings  and  of  violations  of  law.  That  would  not  affect 
me  in  any  community  where  I  am  known,  and  I  would  not  notice  it  if 
it  had  not  been  that  the  gentleman  who  sits  here  at  my  side,  at  my  in- 
stance, is  the  subject  of  abuse  and  slander  which  I  do  not  intend  shall 
go  unnoticed  before  this  committee. 

As  I  came  down  to  this  place  I  saw  criticisms  about  our  bringing  a 
reporter  of  the  press  with  the  committee  in  order  to  lire  the  Northern 
heart.  I  paid  no  attention  to  it.  The  chairman  of  this  committee  ex- 
plained to  me  why  he  had  selected  this  gentleman  to  come  here,  and  I 
was  perfectly  satisfied.  But  I  am  not  satisfied  that  an  employ^  of  thiB 
committee  shall  send  out  representations  which  might  affect  me  in  a 
community  where  1  am  not  known,  and  which  do  great  injustice  to 
my  friend  who  is  here  at  my  request.  Mr.  Sexton  has  been  slandered 
as  the  instigator  of  murders  and  whippings  when  there  has  never  been 
one  syllable  uttered  by  any  witness  that  reflecte<l  upon  him  in  the 
least  possible  degree.  On  the  contrary  the  testimony  has  been  that  he 
was  opposed  to  all  these  things.  And  yet,  sir,  an  employ^  of  the  com- 
mittee and  the  correspondent  of  that  paper  (as  I  have  a  right  to  infer, 
for  he  told  me  he  was  the  correspondent  of  this  paper  himself  on  our 
,  way  down  here)  has  seen  proper  to  publish  that  language  to  the  world. 
As  I  have  said,  I  care  nothing  about  it  on  my  own  account,  for  no  man 
who  knows  me  will  ever  believe  that  I  would  affiliate  or  associate  with 
any  one  whose  hands  were  imbrued  with  blood,  or  who  was  an  accessory 
before  or  after  the  fact,  of  murder. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  anything  in  what  yon  have 
read  which  makes  any  charge  at  all  that  affects  you,  Mr.  Saalsbury. 
Whether  there  is  anything  relating  to  Mr.  Sexton  which  is  proper  or 
improper  I  do  not  say. 

Mr.  Jonas.  1  want  to  say,  by  way  of  protest,  that  I  consider  it  mani- 
festly and  grossly  improper  that  the  secretary  of  thiscommittee,  who  is  an 
officer  of  the  United  States  Senate,appointed  by  this  committee  to  perform 
public  duties,  and  paid  by  the  Government  (while  I  have  no  objection 
tx)  his  being  a  correspondent  of  newspapers),  shall  telegraph  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other  partisan  views  and  expressions  and 
representations  of  the  evidence  being  taken  before  the  committee  of 
which  he  is  a  servant  and  employ^.  1  do  not  consider  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  any  employe  of  a  committee  either  to  slander  the  committee  or  to  mis- 
represent its  witnesses.  I  think  the  head  lines  of  this  dispatch  are 
partisan  and  full  of  misrepresentations.  I  think  the  dispatch  is  full  of 
misrepresentations.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  gentleman  who  is  secre- 
tary of  this  committee  telegraphing  to  papers  which  he  may  represent 
a  synopsis  of  the  evidence  which  is  taken  before  the  committee,  which 
is  all  that  is  given  in  the  daily  papers  of  this  city,  but  I  do  object  to 
his  sending  partisan  and  colored  reports  to  the  newspapers  of  this 
country  at  the  S/»me  time  that  he  is  receiving  pay  from  the  Government 
as  a  servant  and  employ^  of  this  committee,  and  as  such  just  as  mnch 
of  an  employ^  and  servant  to  Mr.  Saulsbury  and  myself  as  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  majority  of  this  committee.  The  letters  are  not  a  plain 
statement  or  synopsis  of  the  evidence.  The  head  lines  are  *'  Southern 
Outrages;"  "How  Bourbon  Rule  is  sustained  in  Mississippi;"  "The 
heart-rending  tales  told  before  the  committee  in  New  Orleans," &c  And 
the  charge  is  made,  I  think,  against  Mr.  Saulsbury,  a  respectable  mem- 
ber of  this  committee,  and  one  of  the  oldest  meml)ers  of  the  Senate, 
that  he  has  as  his  adviser  one  of  the  instigators  of  the  outrages  which 
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an?  being  investigated  by  the  committee,  a  fact  whicli  is  wholly  antrae 
aod  nnsostained  by  a  tittle  of  evidence  oflFered  by  any  of  the  wit- 
nesses. On  the  contrary,  the  witnesses  introduced  by  the  majority  of 
this  committee  have,  in  every  instance,  where  they  have  alluded  to  Mr. 
Sexton,  especially  excepted  him  from  any  such  charges,  and  several  said 
they  went  to  consult  him  as  a  well-known  friend  of  law  and  order.  I 
think  it  is  not  only  a  scandalous  imputation  against  this  gentleman  who 
is  with  us,  but  against  Senator  Saulsbury  as  a  participant  with  him, 
and  I  think  these  charges  come  with  very  ill  grace  from  an  employ^ 
of  this  committee. 

The  Chairman.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  thpre  is  anything  in  that 
dispatch  which  reflects  upon  Senator  Saulsbury.  I  entirely  differ  with 
the  two  gentlemen  in  that  particular.  The  question  of  whether  it  does, 
or  not,  an  injustice  to  Mr.  Sexton  we  can  determine  better  when  the 
whole  case  is  over. 

Mr.  Saulsbury.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  shall  be  very  reluctant 
to  place  my  honor  and  reputation  m  the  keeping  of  the  chairman  of  this 
committee  if  he  considers  the  charge  of  association  with  persons  insti- 
gating murders  as  not  a  reflection. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  understand  the  words  to  mean  that. 

Mr.  Saulsbury.  I  have  not  been  taught  in  that  school  which  would 
recognize  any  insinuation  of  that  kind  against  a  gentleman  as  either 
proper  or  decent.  I  hope  I  shall  never  be  so  lost  to  my  own  sense  of 
self-respect  as  to  regard  such  an  insinuation  as  either  proper  or  just. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  proceed  now  with  the  testimony. 

J.  H.  Thompson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — Answer.  I  live  in  Copiah  County, 
Mississippi. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t — ^A.  I  have  been  there  sixty  years 
or  over. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  county  do  you  live  in  f — A.  I  live  at  Beauregard, 
10  miles  south  of  Hazlehurst,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  know  the  Matthews  family  of  that  county  f — A.*  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Have  you  known  them  for  many  years  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  long  as  I 
have  known  any  family. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  members  of  that  family  as 
lovers  of  peace  and  good  order,  or  otherwise  ? — A.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
do  not  think  they  are  regarded  by  the  better  part  of  the  community  as 
being— the  male  members  of  them — anything  of  a  good  family. 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  you  know  about  the  family  during  the  last  40 
years!— A.  Well,  probably  forty- five  years  ago  there  was  an  attempt 
made  to  run  the  father  of  this  J.  P.  Matthews  out  of  the  country. 

Q.  What  fact  do  you  remember  f — A.  The  charges  they  made  against 
him  were  that  he  was  harboring  his  brothers  who  were  considered  horse- 
tbieve% 

Q.  That  was  long  before  the  war  and  the  present  political  divisions, 
wasn't  it?— A.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  There  was  no  politics  in  that,  was  there! — ^A.  No,  sir;  no  poli- 
tics. It  was  a  sort  of  regulating  party  composed  of  the  citizens  of  Law- 
rence and  Copiah  Oounties. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  J.  P.,  or  Print,  Matthews  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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The  Ghaibman.  I  do  not  think  a  statement  about  what  occnired  forty- 
Ave  years  ago  is  proper. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  You  knew  J.  P.  Matthews^  one  of  the  sonsT — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  reputation  in  the  community  as  a  lover  of  order  t— 
A.  At  the  end  of  the  war  he  turned  out  to  be  a  very  violent  politician ; 
I  never  heard  him  make  a  speech }  I  never  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
attending  political  speakings. 

Q.  Was  he  a  peaceful  man  in  his  modes  f — ^A.  I  am  told  he  was  very 
insulting  in  his  speeches  and  very  inflammatory.  I  considered  him  the 
worst  enemy  to  the  county  we  ever  had  there,  because  he  stirred  the 

3lored  people  up  against  the  whites  all  the  time  and  kept  the  negroes 
-       mudiced  against  the  white  people.  • 

^^  Sf^'  Were  his  speeches,  by  general  report,  of  that  character,  calculated 
^  ^y^l^  inflame  one  race  against  tlie  other  f — ^A.  That  was  my  general  under- 
^'f:-4tandiug  of  his  speeches. 

Q.  Was  that  the  general  understanding  through  the  county!— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  other  members  of  his  family! — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  there  was  one  younger  brother  that  I  do  not  know  much  about 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  brothers  who  have  testified  here! — A.  I  know 
Ras  Matthews,  and  one  called  Gall  Matthews;  I  know  them  very  well. 

Q.  What  is  the  reputation  of  those  men  in  the  community? — ^A. 
Pretty  much  on  the  order  of  their  brother. 

Q.  Violent  or  peaceable  men  f — A.  They  are  considered  while  they 
have  power  as  very  violent  and  overbearing,  and  stirring  up  the  negroes 
against  what  they  call  the  Democrats;  I  call  it  the  white  people,  stir- 
ring up  the  colored  race  against  the  whites. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  of  the  connection  of  J.  P.  Matthews  with 
the  board  of  supervisors  or  of  any  control  he  exercised  over  that 
board  f — A.  My  impression  is  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  that  he 
had  control  of  the  last  board  of  supervisors  pretty  much. 

Q.  Who  composed  the  majority  of  that  board  t — A.  Mr.  Jones  and 
Mr.  Bufkin  and  a  man  named  Jones,  from  Crystal  Springs,  who  were 
his  political  Iriends. 

Q.  Did  they  seem  to  be  thoroughly  under  his  influence  f — ^A.  That  is 
the  general  impression ;  that  they  did  what  Matthews  wanted  done. 

Q.  Did  the  board  of  supervisors  select  the  grand  juries  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  action  of  that  board  of  supervisors  in  rela- 
tion to  selecting  grand  jurors! — A.  With  the  exception  of  two  of  the 
members  who  were  not  under  Matthews's  influence  they  selected  the 
worst  enemies  that  the  white  men  had,  what  they  called  the  Democrats 
had,  in  the  county ;  men  whom  we  thought — I  had  a  conversation  with 
a  good  many  persons  about  it — would  not  punish  men  belonging  to 
their  party,  but  would  punish  men  belonging  to  the  opposite  party. 

Q.  Men  who  were  generally  thought  to  l^  unfair  and  corrupt!— A. 
Yes,  sir;  that  were  not  considered  fair  men.  I  could  not  give  instance 
of  all,  but  that  was  the  character  of  the  grand  jurors  that  they  appoioted. 

Q.  The  general  impression  was  that  the  grand  jury  was  packed  and 
was  not  formed  in  the  interest  of  the  people  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  exactly 
what  I  thought,  and  p.ll  I  conferred  with,  thought. 

Q.  What  beat  do  you  live  in  t — A.  Beat  Ko.  2. 

Q.  Have  you  a  place  in  beat  3 1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  raised  and  lived 
in  heat  3  until  since  the  war. 
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Q.  Were  you  in  or  near  that  beat  on  the  day  before  the  election  ! — 
A.  Tea,  sir;  I  was  at  my  place  the  day  before  election. 

Q.  Had  there  been  any  trouble  on  your  place  or  in  your  neighbor- 
bood  among  the  negroes? — A.  The  negroes  on  the  place  told  me  that 
Bome  parties  passed  by  there  on  their  way  to  the  speaking  at  different 

freciDcts  beyond  there,  and  they  had  a  cannon  and  fired  the  cannon, 
asked  them  if  they  interfered  with  them  and  they  said  they  did  not.  I 
fbond  all  the  negroes  at  home  at  the  place  on  Monday,  the  day  before 
the  election,  and  the  negro  men  said  nothing  to  me  about  it.  Two  or 
three  women  asked  me  what  I  thought  it  meant  and  all  that,  but  they 
did  Dot  appear  to  be  alarmed  about  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Frank  Thompson! — A.  Yes, sir;  I  do  know  him  well. 

Q.  Is  he  any  relative  of  yours  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  county  does  he  live  in  f — ^A.  He  lives  8  miles 
from  Wesson,  right  west,  in  district  No.  3. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  an  attempt  to  assassinate  him  during 
the  term  of  court,  and  shorSy  before  the  election  t— A.  I  will  tell  all  I 
know  about  it,  I  received  word  during  the  first  week  of  our  circuit  court, 
probably  not  more  than  a  week  before  the  election,  through  a  friend  of 
mine  in  Beauregard,  that  a  nigger  had  reported  there  that  the  Matthewses 
were  going  to  have  Thompson  killed  that  night  on  his  way  home  there 
from  court  at  Hazlehurst,  and  insisted  as  he  did  business  with  me  and 
we  were  friends  that  1  should  telegraph  to  Thompson  at  Hazlehurst  no'; 
to  go  home  the  usual  route.  I  said,  at  first,  ^'I  do  not  think  there  wi^t 
be  anything  of  it,^  Well,  he  says,  "  You  had  better  do  it,"  and  I  tool 
a  secoDd  thought^  and  I  said,'^  It  will  cost  nothing  and  be  but  very  littU 
trouble,  and  if  Thofripson  should  be  killed  I  would  blame  myself  for  it 
So  I  telegraphed  him  not  to  come  the  usual  route  home,  but  to  come  b^ 
and  see  me  on  his  way,  and  he  came  by,  and  I  told  him  what  I  had  heard. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  f — ^A.  He  went  on  home  a  diflferent  way.  Since 
that  I  interviewed  the  negro  who  told  this  friend  of  mine  in  Beauregard 
what  he  had  heard,  and  he  told  me  that  a  negro  living  there  on  Oall 
^latthews's  place  by  the  name  of  Arthur  Covington  told  him  that  the 
Matthewses  were  going  to  lay  in  wait  for  Frank  Thompson  and  kill  him. 
What  the  fact  was  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  Frank  Thompson  get  that  information  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  believed  or  credited  itt — A.  Yes,  sir; 
Frank  believed  it. 

Q.  Did  the  thing  become  generally  known  throughout  that  part  of 
the  country! — A.  I  suppose  so.  I  have  not  heard  much  said  about  it. 
I  never  heard  anybody  say  that  they  thought  it  was  so,  except  Thomp- 
Sfm.    I  know  he  was  very  uneasy  about  it. 

Q.  And  believed  that  such  a  plot  existed  t— A.  I  tried  to  persuade 
him  that  it  was  not  so,  but  he  was  satisfied  they  were  capable  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis  t — ^A.  No, 
sir:  I  heard  something  about  it. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  reasons  ascribed  for  it  or  explanation  of  it ; 
if  80,  state  !— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  the  one  that  was  generally  bruited  through  the  country  and 
credited! — ^A.  I  had  some  talk  with  i^ome  neighbors  before  and  after 
Tom  Wallis  was  killed ;  and  I  have  heard  this  about  Tom  Wallis :  that 
he  lives  near  Bas.  Matthews's  store  in  the  country  there,  and  there  is  a 
law  in  our  State  against  selling  seed  cotton  at  night,  and  I  know  one 
thmg,  that  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  cotton  carried  from  my  place  in 
the  seed  and  I  never  knew  where  it  went  to,  but  1  have  heard  it  said 
that  the  impression  was  that  Wallis  would  buy  the  cotton  at  night  .and 
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take  it  to  Ras.  Matthews's  store  next  day  and  deliver  it  to  Matthews, 
and  that  Matthews  was  really  buying  cotton  through  Wallis.  I  heard 
that  said  against  Tom  Wallis,  and  1  know  the  people  were  stirred  up 
in  regard  to  him  on  that  account.  And  then  I  have  heard  that  he  was 
accused  or  thought  to  be  a  cow  thief,  stealing  cattle. 

Q.  Was  that  the  general  impression  through  that  part  of  the  coon- 
try  ? — A.  Tes,  sir;  that  is  what  I  have  heard  from  more  parties  than 
one. 

Q.  Was  it  generally  talked  about ! — A.  Well,  the  cow  stealing  was; 
I  have  heard  that  repeatedly,  time  and  again.  And  I  have  this  other, 
but  not  as  often,  about  the  cotton  matter,  but  I  have  heard  it  in  the 
neighborhood  there. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  was  the  cause  of  the  killing  of  Wallis,  or  was 
it  due  to  political  causes  f — ^A.  Well,  I  do  not  know  who  killed  him,  but 
I  put  it  up  in  that  way. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  impression  there  in  regard  to  hiskilliugf-- 
A.  After  the  old  fellow  was  killed  I  heard  very  little  said  about  it  I 
heard  this  suggestion  made :  that  probably  the  Matthewses  had  him 
killed  in  order  to  set  the  negroes  against  the  white  people.  I  heard 
that — some  suggestions  thrown  out.    No  one  seemed  to  know  about  it 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Burnet  f — A.  Not  very  well.  I  have  seen  him 
since  I  have  been  in  the  county,  but  I  know  very  little  about  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  F.  M.  Bufkinf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Joe  Jones t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  and  standing  of  those  two  men  in  your 
community ;  they  were  both  supervisors  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  con- 
sidered to  be  under  the  influence  of  J.  P.  Matthews,  and  the  general 
impression  has  been  among  what  I  consider  the  better  class  of  white 
people,  that  a  man  who  was  considered  under  J.  P.  Matthews'  influence 
was  not  considered  a  very  good  man. 

Q.  Simply  because  he  was  under  his  influence,  or  because  of  acts  that 
he  committed  f — A.  That  they  were  tools  in  Matthews'  hand. 

Q.  And  were  they  regarded  so  generally  in  the  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
that  is  the  way  I  understand  it. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  lived  in  Copiah  County  for  sixty  years;  I  sup- 
pose you  know  nearly  everybody  there! — A.  I  used  to  know  everybody, 
but  L  have  grown  old,  and  do  not  know  as  many  now. 

Q.  You  know  the  white  people — the  Democrats! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a 
great  many. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  those  people  as  a  law  and  order 
people,  or  otherwise! — A.  I  think  they  are  as  good  people  as  there  is 
anywhere,  and  I  think  they  have  shown  a  great  deal  of  fortitude,  and 
have  borue  a  great  deal,  and  I  predicte<l  and  told  Matthews  several 
years  ago,  that  I  did  not  think  he  would  live  half  this  long;  but  the 
people  have  borne  with  him  and  endured  him  until  it  seemed  to  me 
that  they  would  die  anyhow. 

Q.  You  think  a  great  majority  of  those  people  are  lovers  of  law  and 
order! — A.  Yes,  sir:  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  I  would  not  stay 
in  a  country  that  1  did  not  think  was  composed  of  those  people. 

Q,  Were  you  at  the  meeting  which  passed  the  Copiah  resolutions?— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  meeting,  and  of  whom  it  was 
composed! — A.  I  will  give  you  my  idea  about  that  meeting.  The 
day  of  the  election,  after  Matthews  was  killed,  the  impression  went  oat 
through  the  county  and  came  to  me  where  I  was,  that  they  apprehended 
some  trouble;  and  I  think  the  younger  men,  the  more  thoughtless  men, 
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thoagh  good  men^  men  of  good  character,  assembled  there,  and  1  think 
those  lesolations  were  gotten  ap  by  that  class  of  men.  Bat  whilst  they 
are  honest,  faithfal,  good  citizens,  they  are  easily  moved;  and  the  ex- 
citement was  very  great,  svnd  I  think  those  are  the  kind  of  men  who 
drafted  those  resolutions.  I  think  if  the  older  and  sober  men  of  the 
comity  had  been  there,  those  resolntions  would  not  have  been  indorsed 
as  ftilly  a«  they  were.  I  think  some  of  the  resolutions  would  have  been 
passed  by  some  of  the  best  men  of  the  county,  but  others  would  not. 
Q.  Do  you  think  they  were  passed  by  hot  headed  young  men  ? — A. 
I  would  not  say  they  were  hot  headed  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
but  Hfose  circumstances  were  very  extraordinary.  There  had  been  a 
good  deal  said  in  the  canvass  and  we  were  stirred  up  more  than  I  ever 
saw  before.  Though  I  was  not  out  much  I  could  see  in  my  communica- 
tion with  those  I  did  see,  that  the  white  people  were  stirred  up  and  they 
had  endured  until  they  were  wearied.  I  think  that  if  the  same  body 
of  men  was  called  together  now  that  the  excitement  has  passed  ofT,  I 
do  not  think  that  they  would  indorse  those  resolutions. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  first  name  f — A.  J.  H.  are  my  initials. 

Q.  Jesse  H.t — A.  No,  sir ;  John  H. 

Q.  You  were  not  among  that  procession  or  party  that  rode  on  horse- 
back!—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  relatives  there  f — A.  I  did  not  see  them  at  all. 
I  understood, there  was  one  of  my  nephews  there,  so  I  heard ;  I  do  not 
know  it. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  t — A.  Jesse.  I  have  not  seen  him  since  and 
do  not  know  only  what  I  have  heard. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  Mr.  Burnet.  Do  you  suppose  if  Mr.  Burnet 
were  to  go  back  to  Hazlehurst  to  live  that  he  would  be  murdered  t — 
A.  I  have  no  idea  that  he  would ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  by  reputation  or  personally  some  of  the  members  of 
this  band  that  rode  about  t — A.  Well,  I  have  heard  several  that  I  know 
that  was  in  there. 

Q.  Are  they  men  of  good  character? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
woald  call  them  a  band. 

Q.  We  both  know  what  that  means.  I  want  to  know  if  the  men  are 
of  good  character  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  t — A.  Well,  1  do  not  say  all  were  of  good  character, 
but  some  of  them  were. 

Q.  You  include  them  in  the  denomination  of  the  better  class  of  white 
people  who  did  not  think  well  of  Mr.  Matthews! — A.  Yes,  sir  j  some 
of  that  crowd  belonged  to  a  pretty  good  class  of  people. 

Q*  Were  you  present  at  a  joint  discussion  between  Mr.  Burnet  and 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  Gov(  mor  Lowry  ! — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  When  was  that!— A.  That  was  before  the  last  election  for  Gov- 
ernor, two  years  ago  last  fall. 

Q.  A  political  debate  in  which  Mr.  Burnet  was  on  one  side  and  the 
Governor  on  the  other! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  all  of  Burnet's 
speech.  I  heard  him  the  night  before,  and  I  was  so  disgusted  with  his 
speech  that  I  went  oflF  and  did  not  hear  it  all. 

Q.  You  say  that  Mr.  Matthews  stirred  up  the  negroes  against  the 
whites.  What  did  he  ever  say  except  urging  them  to  vote  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  that  you  know  of! — A.  I  never  heard  him  make  a  speech 
atalL 

Q.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  these  things! — ^A.  No,  sir 
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that  is  what  I  said ;  I  never  heard  him  make  a  speech ;  I  hesud  it  from 
other  people. 

Q.  What  did  he  stir  up  the  negroes  against  the  whites  to  dot  Did  he 
tell  them  that  it  was  their  interest  to  vote  for  the  Republican  party,  that 
it  was  the  party  of  peace  and  good  government,  and  that  the  Demo- 
cratic party  was  the  party  of  disorder  and  violence  t — ^A.  He  did  not 
8eem  to  dwell  so  much  on  the  virtues  of  the  Bepublican  as  in  abuse  of 
the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  Democratic  party  t — ^A.  I  understood 
that  he  would  do  just  this,  to  demonstrate  what  I  mean.  I  heard  of 
«ome  things  that  he  said  once  about  the  Democratic  party.  I  was  fa- 
miliar with  him.  I  recollect  him  from  his  birth ;  I  was  at  his  father's 
wedding  when  he  was  married,  and  I  said  to  him,  "  Print,  what  do  yon 
mean  by  making  these  wholesale  charges,  so  utterly  false  f  ^^  Oh,^  he 
said,  "  the  niggers  don't  know  any  better.'' 

Q.  When  was  that  t — A.  Several  years  ago. 

Q.  What  were  the  charges! — A.  1  do  not  recollect  now. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  a  single  charge  that  he  made  t — ^A.  Such  charges 
he  was  making  all  the  time. 

Q.  What  were  they  t — A.  Anything  in  the  world  that  he  could  tiiink 
of  that  he  thought  would  keep  the  negroes  from  voting  with  the  Demo- 
crats. 

Q.  What  were  they  t  Yon  cannot  tell  a  single  thing  that  heev^ 
said  except  they  were  speeches  that  you  did  not  like  t — ^A.  I  never  heard 
him  speak  at  all. 

Q.  Is  there  any  leading  active  Bepublican  in  your  county,  on  the 
committees  electioneering  among  the  white  and  colored  people,  Whom 
you  think  is  a  man  of  high  character  and  good  standing  t— A.  Yes,  sir; 
we  have  got  them,  and  tlus  man,  Judge  Milisaps,  is,  too,  a  very  &ir  man, 
and  Judge  Peyton.  I  believe  he  is  acting  with  the  Democrats  now.  I 
used  to  hear  him  talk. 

Q.  He  has  improved  in  his  character  since  he  has  begun  to  act  with 
the  Democrats,  I  suppose? — A.  Yes,  sir:  I  think  so. 

Q.  Now,  is  it  not  your  opinion  that  aU  Bepublicans  are  a  mean,  de- 
testable set  of  fellows ;  and  if  they  were  run  out  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  country  t — ^A.  Oh,  no,  sir }  but  I  wiU  say  that  Bepublicao- 
ism  here  in  our  State  and  county  is  different  from  in  your  State  and 
county. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  our  States  ! — ^A.  I  read  in  the  newspa- 
pers about  it. 

Q.  But  the  papers  you  read  represent  us  as  about  the  same  class  of 
people,  do  they  not? — ^A.  No,  sir:  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  In  regard  to  this  matter  or  Frank  Thompson's  danger.  If  I  un- 
derstand you,  somebody  told  you  something — what  is  the  name!— A 
Mr.  Lusk. 

Q.  He  told  you  that  a  nigger  said  that  another  nigger  told  him  that 
the  Matthewses  were  going  to  kill  Frank  Thompson.  That  is  the  story, 
is  it! — A.  Going  to  assassinate  him  that  night  on  his  way  home. 

Q.  Lusk  told  you  that  a  nigger  told  him  that  another  nigger  told 
him  that  they  were  going  to  kill  Frank  Thompson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  think  that  evidence  was  enough  to  justify  the  killing  of 
Matthews  or  Wallist — A.  Wallis  was  already  killed,  if  I  understood  it. 
No.  I  would  not  kill  Matthews  on  that  myself. 

Q.  You  would  have  consented  to  leave  out  at  least  one  of  the  niggen 
in  the  chain?— A.  If  I  ever  kill  a  man  it  will  be  in  self-defense.  I  will 
kill  no  man  in  any  other  way.    I  never  killed  one,  and  do  not  want  to. 
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Q.  Do  you  approve  of  the  condact  of  this  mob  of  men  who  rode 
uoundf — ^A.  Weil,  I  approve  of  the  motives  these  yonng  men  had  in 
view.  They  wanted  to  make  a  demonstration  and  attcmd  the  speak- 
ing, and  they  took  a  cannon  to  sort  of  attract  attention,  but  I  don't 
think  they  intended  to  hurt  anybody. 

Q.  Did  you  approve  of  their  going  to  the  negro  houses  at  night,  or 
the  whipping  of  Fortuert — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  have  you  ever  said  against  it  to  put  down  such  things  T — ^A. 
It  was  all  over  before  I  knew  it.    I  was  not  accessory  to  it  in  any  way. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  discouraged  such  thing^s  in  your  neighborhood  at 
all;  do  you  think  bulldozing,  as  it  is  called,  is  right  or  justifiable  T — A. 
No.  sir:  I  do  not  think  it  is  right. 

Q.  Which  do  you  think  the  worst,  doing  that  or  having  the  Bepubli- 
cans  carry  the  county  of  Copiah,  if  you  had  to  choose  f — A.  WeU,  I  do 
not  want  the  Republicans,  or  Indei>endents,  or  whatever  you  ciJl  them, 
to  rale  our  matters  in  the  county  any  longer. 

Q.  Which  do  you  think  is  the  worst,  having  these  people  if  they  are 
the  m^ority  carry  the  countv  by  a  fair  vote«  or  the  bulldozing  and  whip- 
ping of  these  colored  people  t— A.  I  am  opposed  to  whipping  and  killing. 

Q.  You  are  opposed  to  both :  but  which  do  you  think  is  the  worst  on 
the  whole  for  the  community  T — A.  It  would  be  the  worst,  I  think,  for 
ttiem  to  be  whipped. 

Q.  Which  do  you  think  is  the  worst,  to  have  these  things  continued, 
or  to  have  the  Independents  or  Eepublicans  continue  to  carry  the  coun^ 
on  a  fair  votef — ^A.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  a  fair  question. 

Q.  I  do.  I  want  to  know  your  degree  of  abhorrence  of  opinion  T— A. 
I  never  have  bulldozed  anybody  in  my  life. 

Q.  I  did  not  impute  that  to  you  at  all ;  but  I  wish  to  know  which  you 
Uiink  is  the  worst  public  evil,  to  have  this  bulldozing  go  on  or  have  the 
EepnbUcans  and  Lidependents  carry  the  county  of  Copiah  on  a  fair 
vote,  if  you  have  to  choose  between  them  f — A.  If  they  carried  it  on  a 
fiiir  vote  I  think  they  had  better  carry  it,  but  I  do  not  know  when  they 
have  had  a  fair  vote  th^:e  or  when  the  negroes  had  a  fair  show.  They 
had  an  influence  brought  to  bear  on  them  by  this  Matthews  party  that 
was  very  unfair. 

Q.  What  influence  f — A.  I  could  not  undertake  to  state.  I  will  state 
this :  If  the  negroes  had  a  fair  chance  and  were  let  alone,  and*  only 
talked  to  by  men  of  intelligence,  and  men  whose  motives  were  pure,  I 
would  say  let  the  negroes  vote  and  never  bulldoze  at  all,  never.  When 
it  comes  to  that,  a  fsur  election  or  bulldozing,  I  am  for  a  fair  election. 

Q.  When  I  speak  of  a  fair  election,  I  mean  letting  every  man  vote  as 
he  wants  to. — A.  That  is  what  I  mean. 

Q.  And  making  such  speeches  as  he  wants  tot — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is 
what  I  mean.  I  think  if  they  were  talked  to  by  fair,  sensible,  true  men, 
it  would  give  us  a  fiair  election. 

Q.  That  would  be  your  definition  of  a  Democrat,  I  suppose! — ^A. 
Well,  I  have  seen  some  Republicans  who  had  good  sense  and  good 
principles  too.  I  will  say  this  much  before  I  go  any  further.  I  will  tell 
yoo  my  views.  I  do  not  consider  the  contest  in  Copiah  County  has  been 
between  Republicans  and  Democrats  for  years,  since  the  war.  I  con- 
sid^  it  has  been  between  the  honest,  bard- working,  laboring  people  of 
that  county  and  corruption  in  office ;  that  this  radical  party  has  been 
managing  matters  there  in  the  interest  of  corruption.  That  is  my  hon- 
est opinion  if  I  had  to  die  to-day;  that  if  they  had  been  honest  Repub- 
licans, and  men  working  for  the  interest  of  the  county,  Mr.  Matthews 
woQld  never  have  got  the  people  stirred  up  against  them  as  he  has  and 
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his  family.  Tlie  people  there,  I  amongst  the  others,  and  the  men  I  as- 
sociate with,  believe  that  it  has  been  a  strife  of  the  better  part  of  the 
community  against  oorraption  in  ofBce,  men  who  would  pack  grand 
juries  and  pack  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  get  the  condition  of  the 
county  so  that  they  could  make  money  by  speculating  in  warrants  aod 
all  that.    That  is  my  notion  about  it  exactly. 

Q.  You  were  speaking  of  what  Mr.  Matthews  had  done  to  the  negroes. 
Did  you  ever  know  anything  done  by  him  or  his  family  that  made  the 
negroes  fly  to  the  woods  from  their  houses  t — A.  'So;  and  I  never  knew 
anybody  else  making  them  fly  to  the  woods. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  negroes  fled  to  the  woods  just  before 
the  election  t— A.  I  went  to  my  place  and  there  were  twenty-five  or 
thirty  voters  at  Matthews'  store  there,  and  they  were  all  at  home. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  negroes  and  tiieir  wives  and  children 
fled  to  the  woods  in  large  numbers  t — A.  I  do  not  know  it;  I  heard  it 

Q.  Did  you  doubt  it  t — ^A.  I  doubted  whether  there  was  one  in  tw^ly 
as  many  as  reported.  I  doubt  whether  many  of  them  went  there  as 
reported. 

Q.  Were  you  present  in  1860  when  Mr.  Print  Matthews  made  a  speech 
against  secession  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  crowd  f— A.  Well,  I  was  there. 

Q.  They  threatened  to  hang  him  then,  did  they  nott— A.  IS'o,  sir;  I 
never  beard  a  word  about  that.  Well,  I  may  have  heard  some  one  say 
that  he  ought  to  be  hung,  but  there  was  no  threat  made  or  threats. 

Q.  You  heard  some  one  say  that  he  ought  to  be  hung  t — A.  Well,  no: 
I  may  have  heard  it,  but  it  has  been  a  good  while  ago,  and  you  are  old 
enough  to  know  one  thing,  and  that  is,  that  the  memory  of  a  man  of  my 
age  is  not  as  reliable  as  it  was. 

Q.  Still  you  referred  to  some  things  which  you  said  occurred  forf^- 
flve  years  ago  t — A.  Well,  that  is  a  particular  thing. 

Q.  That  is  like  an  old  man's  memory  who  remembers  the  things  of 
his  childhood  t — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  you  remember  things  that  occurred 
when  a  boy  better  than  you  do  Uiings  that  occurred  a  few  years  9ig^ 
If  there  was  anything  about  hanging  Print  Matthews  I  neifer  heard  it 
or  remember  it. 

By  Mr.  Gahebon  : 

Q.  Do  you  understand  thatMr.  Matthews  was  killed  because  he  made 
speeches  to  the  negroes  and  endeavored  to  stir  them  up  against  the 
whites  f — A.  I  never  have  heard  one  word  about  the  cause  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews' death,  and  do  not  know  anything  about  it  at  all,  and  never  have 
heard  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  never  have  heard  it  mentioned  f — A.  I  have  heard  the  thing 
brought  up,  and  I  have  beard  the  conversation  by  them ;  some  persons 
had  said  that  he  was  killed  for  this  thing  or  the  other,  but  I  never  heard 
anybody  say  that  they  thought  so  or  had  any  reason  for  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  reason  assigned  for  the  killing  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews f — A.  I  have  heard  there  was  an  old  grudge  between  the  Wheeler 
family  and  the  Matthews  family. 

Q.  Who  did  you  hear  that  from  f — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  know  that  the 
old  man  Wheeler— I  heard  him  tell  it — ^this  Ras.  Wheeler's  father,  shot 
at  this  fellow  Gall.  Matthews,  and  I  believe  hit  him,  fifteen  years  ago, 
in  the  town  of  Beauregard,  and  I  heard  the  old  man  talking  about  the 
shooting  of  Ras.,  and  what  he  thought  about  it,  and  so  on. 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — A.  He  has  been  dead  five  or  six  years. 
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from  jast  after  the  shootiDg  up  to  his  de'ath  I  heard  him  talk  of  it 
oocasioDal]y. 

Q.  Yoa  are  of  the  opinion,  then,  that  Wheeler  shot  Matthews  on  ac- 
count  of  something  that  occurred  fifteen  years  agot— A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not  say  that,  for  I  do  not  know.  I  am  not  much  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Wheeler.  I  never  talked  with  this  Wheeler  about  Mr,  Matthews  that 
I  know  of  in  my  life.    I  have  talked  with  his  father. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  denounced  the  resolution  or  any  of  the  resolutions 
that  were  passed  by  that  mass  meeting  at  the  courthouse  in  Hazlehurst 
after  Mr.  Matthews's  death  t-— A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  denounced  them. 
1  said  the  boys  were  very  thoughtless,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  some 
of  those  resolutions  were  passed. 

Q.  Why  were  you  sorry  for  thatt — ^A.  I  thought  it  would  do  no  good, 
and  I  felt  satisfied  that  they  would  never  be  carried  out.  For  instance, 
where  they  said  they  were  going  to  send  to  organize  the  negroes.  I 
told  them  that  that  was  unnecessary,  because  I  did  not  believe  that  the 
Matthews's  did  organize  the  negroes;  I  did  not  believe  it.  Our  people, 
when  quieted  down,  will  submit  to  a  thousand  things  that  when  excited 
they  won't  submit  to.  I  did  not  think  they  were  going  to  do  that.  I 
thought  that  resolution  was  very  unfortunate.  The  only  resolution  I 
would  justify  at  all,  was  when  they  passed  the  resolution  informing  the 
Matthews  family  that  they  had  heard  of  these  threats  and  they  would 
hold  them  accountable.  I  suppose  they  talked  that  way  to  many  of 
theur  people,  and  the  impression  was  outthat  they  intended  to  seek 
revenge. 

Q.  Then  you  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  people  who  passed  these 
resolutions  did  not  intend  to  carry  them  out! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  believe 
that  they  thought  they  would  carry  them  out,  but  I  do  not  believe 
they  will. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  these  ardent  young  men,  of  whom  vou  have 
spoken,  may  possibly  carry  them  out  even  without  your  consent  f — A.  No, 
sir;  I  think  the  passions  have  passed  off, and  I  do  not  think  they 
would  pass  the  same  resolutions  now. 

Q.  Iliere^is  no  necessity  for  passing  them  twice,  I  suppose! — ^A. 
Well,  I  do  not  think  they  would  indorse  them  now. 

Q.  Do  you  know  J.W.Bailey — Jo.  Bailey,  as  they  call  him  f — A.  Yes,, 
sir.  My  acquaintance  with  him  is  limitea ;  I  have  known  him  for  & 
short  time. 

Q.  Do  yon  regard  him  as  one  of  the  respectable,  peaceable,  and  law- 
abiding  citizens  of  your  county  t — ^A.  I  never  heard  anything  against 
Joe. 

Q.  Do  you  regard  him  as  such  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  him  at  all  hardly. 
I  never  heard  anything  against  him  at  all,  until  I  heard  that  he  was  m 
what  yoa  call  this  mob. 

Q.  If  he  was  in  the  mob,  you  do  not  think  that  would  be  any  re- 
flection upon  him,  do  you  t — ^A.  Not  if  he  went  into  the  mob  with  the 
intention  I  think  they  had.  I  think  they  started  down  there  to  have  a 
public  speaking  and  to  get  up  as  much  influence  in  favor  of  their 
friends  as  they  could.  I  do  not  think  they  started  down  there  to  kill 
or  cripple  anybody. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  was  it  necessary  for  them  to  go  armed  t — ^A.  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  that.    I  do  not  think  that  was  necessary. 
Q.  Yoa  do  nott — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  disapprove  of  that,  then t— A.  Yes,  sir;   I  do  not  think 
there  was  any  use  in  carrying  arms. 
Q.  Have  yoa  ever  stated  publicly  that  you  did  disapprove  of  these 
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•electioDeering  parties  going  armed  through  the  county  t — A.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  has  been  any  occasion  for  me  to  state  it  publicly.  I 
bav^  said,  however,  in  private  conversation  that  I  thought  it  was  an 
•unfortunate  thing;  that  they  had  better  not  have  done  it. 

Q.  That  is  as  strong  a  term  as  you  usedt — A.  I  do  not  recollect  ex- 
actly what  I  have  said  about  it. 

Q.  Your  memory^  then,  is  not  very  accurate! — A.  No,  sir;  my  mem- 
•ory  is  not  the  best  in  the  world.  If  a  thing  is  said  I  sometimes  do  not 
remember  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  that  as  well  as  3'ou  do  what  occurred  forty- 
five  years  ago  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Joe  Purser! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  his  &mily  well, 
and  I  know  Joe  when  I  see  him. 

Q.  Is  the  Purser  family  a  respectable  and  law-abiding  family!— A. 
It  is  considered  so. 

Q.  How  is  Joe  considered! — A.  I  never  heard  anything  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Bill  Higdon! — A.  I  know  two  or  three  of  the  Higdon 
boys,  but  I  do  not  know  their  names. 

Q.  The  family  is  a  very  respectable  and  law-abiding  family,  all  the 
members  of  it,  so  far  as  you  know! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Emmett  and  Henr^  Spencer! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know 
Emmett  Spencer  when  I  see  him. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  about  them  in  that  respect! — A.  I  never  heard 
a  word  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  are  good  citizens  ! — A.  I  never  heard  anything 
to  the  contrary. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  about  it! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  they  are 
good  citizens. 

Q.  Do  you  know  E.  B.  Wheeler! 

The  Witness.  Is  that  the  one  they  call  Bas.! 

Mr.  Oabibbon.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  Yes ;  I  know  him  when  I  see  him.  I  never  have  been 
much  acquainted  with  Wheeler. 

Q.  What  is  his  reputation  in  the  county  as  being  a  good  citizen!— 
A.  My  understanding  about  him  was  that  he  is  a  sort  of  belligerent 
•character,  a  man  who  had  fights  sometimes,  and  talked  about  fighting, 
^nd  so  on.  I  never  was  with  the  man  but  veiy  little  in  my  life,  bat 
Ihat  is  the  sort  of  impression  I  have  got  of  him. 

Q.  Did  you  regard  him  before  these  occurrences  as  a  good  citizen!— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  in  some  respects.  If  I  was  going  to  hunt  op  a  man  of  the 
purest  morals,  I  would  not  have  gone  to  Bas.  Wheeler. 

Q.  Would  you  approve  of  the  action  of  the  mayor  and  council  of 
Hazlehurst  in  electing  him  marshal! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  approve 
of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  the  mayor  and  council  of  Hazlehurst  are!— A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  know  the  mayor  and  several  of  the  councilmen,  and  I  look 
upon  them  as  good  men,  but  they  were  like  this  mob,  or  whatever  yoa 
term  them,  that  held  this  public  meeting.  I  think  they  acted  under 
excitement.  I  think  now — ^my  opinion  is,  I  have  not  heard  them  s«y— 
I  think  these  same  gentlemen,  if  they  were  called  upon  to  elect  a  mar- 
shal, would  not  elect  Baa.  Wheeler. 

Q.  Did  the  mayor  and  aldermen  belong  to  the  ardent  or  hot-headed 
young  men  that  you  have  spoken  of! — A.  I  do  not  really  know  who  all 
the  officers  are.    The  mayor  of  the  town  is  a  man  of  age. 
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Q.  How  is  it  in  regard  to  the  former  chaocery  clerk  of  the  county 
who  testified  here  yesterday  t 

The  Witness.  Mr.  Norman  T 

Mr.  Cameron.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  I  consider  him  one  of  the  best  men  in  the  county. 

Q.  Is  he  an  excitable,  hot-headed  man,  in  your  opinion  T — A.  I  never 
have  been  with  him  enough  to  say.  I  never  lived  close  to  him,  and  I 
never  saw  him  under  excitement,  and  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Do  you  know  I.  N.  Ellis  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  good  citizen  t — A.  He  is  considered  so. 

Q.  How  do  you  regard  him  T — ^A.  As  one  of  the  most  exemplary  men 
I  know  (rfl 

Q.  He  is  one  of  the  aldermen  t — A.  J  think  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  O.  D.  Lowe,  justice  of  the  peace  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  is  he ;  a  good  citizen  t — A.  I  never  heard  anything  against 
hinu 

Q.  You  would  not  include  him  among  the  hot-headed  young  men 
you  have  spoken  oft — A.  No,  sir:  I  do  not  think  I  would.  I  never  un- 
derstood about  the  election  of  Mr.  Wheeler.  I  was  astonished  at  it 
when  I  saw  his  election. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  B.  P.  Burch  f— A.  Slightly. 

Q.  What  is  his  reputation  t — ^A.  Gk>od,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Q.  There  are  only  four  aldermen,  I  believe  t — A.  I  do  not  know  how 
many. 

Q.  You  know  the  mayor  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  have  mentioned  the  mayor  and  four  aldermen,  and  you  say  that 
they  are  all  firs^class  citizens  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  understanding. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  long  it  was  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Matthews 
when  the  mayor  and  common  council  elected  Wheeler  marshal  of  the 
city  t — A.  It  seems  to  me  it  was  about  a  week,  but  I  could  not  say  posi- 
tively. It  seems  to  me  that  the  election  was  on  Tuesday,  and  the  next 
Tuesday  was  the  election  of  the  marshal,  but  I  cannot  say  now^  that 
is  the  impression  on  my  mind,  that  he  was  elected  then. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  Bepublican  ticket  in  the  county  of  Copiah  at  the 
last  election t — A.  No,  sir;  they  denied  having  any  Bepublican  ticket, 
that  is,  the  ones  I  talked  to.  It  was  an  Independent  ticket  entirely,  an 
they  represented  it. 

Q*  The  men  who  composed  it  were  mostly  men  who  had  formerly 
been  Democrats! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  Bepublican  ticket  in  Copiah  County  in  1881? — 
A.  I  think  J.  P.  Matthews  was  candidate  for  sheriff  in  1881,  but  I 
think  they  claimed  to  run  on  an  Independent  ticket.  I  do  not  go  out 
to  public  speakings  myself. 

Q.  Who  was  the  candidate  for  governor  in  opposition  to  Lowry 
thent — A.  Colonel  King,  in  my  county. 

Q.  Had  he  not  always  been  a  Democrat  up  to  that  timet— A.  He 
worked  with  the  Democratic  party  up  to  about  that  time;  yes,  sir.  We 
nominated  and  electe<l  him  Democratic  Senator  there. 

Q.  The  ticket  was  called  an  Independent  ticket,  was  it  not  t — A.  Tbat 
was  my  understanding. 

Q.  Were  any  Bepublican  principles  involved  in  those  two  elections — 
any  politics  of  a  national  character?— A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Were  they  discussed  at  all ! — A.  I  did  not  hear  only  Governor 
Lowry's  si)eecb.    I  did  not  hear  Colonel  King  at  all. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


326  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN  MIS8IS8IPPL 

Q.  Id  this  last  election,  were  the  issues  involved  of  a  local  or  national 
charactert — A.  Altogether  local,  as  far  as  I  ever  heard. 

Q.  And  the  canvass  was  conducted  between  the  Independent  party 
and  the  Democratic  party! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  reason  why  the  colored  voters  should  vote  with  the 
Democrats,  instead  of  the  Independents! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  told  the  negroes 
there  was  no  reason  on  earth  for  it ;  that  if  they  thought  our  candidates 
were  the  best  and  most  reliable  men  that  they  ought  to  vote  for  them. 

Q.  Two  colored  men  testified  yesterday  that  they  were  Republicans, 
but  in  this  canvass,  there  being  no  contest  pending  between  the  Inde- 
X>endents  and  Democrats,  they  voted  for  the  best  men,  and  voted  because 
they  considered  the  candidates  on  the  Democratic  tickets  were  the  best 
men.  Do  you  know  whether  such  a  feeling  was  prevalent  in  your 
'County  ! — A.  I  heard  them  talking  in  that  way. 

Q.  Did  they  feel  that  this  Independent  ticket  had  any  claims  upon 
them  as  Eepublicans! — A.  Only  thus  far:  Whenever  this  man,  J.  P. 
Matthews,  got  hold  of  a  negro  (he  had  more  influence  with  colored  men 
than  any  man  I  ever  knew),  if  he  got  hold  of  them  and  sent  his  emis- 
saries to  them,  he  had  a  great  deal  of  influence  with  them. 

Q.  There  was  no  question  of  national  politics  involved  in  the  canvass! 
— A.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  only  a  part  of  one  speech  myself. 

Q.  The  meetings  called  as  Democratic  meetings  were  Independent 
meetings! — A.  Yes.  sir;  that  is  the  way  they  were  advertised. 

Q.  The  most  of  tne  Independent  candidates  had  been  Democrats  up 
to  a  recent  date! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  There  had  been  a  considerable  number  of  men  who  had  f^rmeiiy 
been  Democrats  who  joined  this  Independent  party! — ^A.  No,  sir;  they 
claimed  a  good  many,  but  I  could  not  And  them. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  that  many  of  these  persons  had  been  Demo- 
crats!— A.  Oh,  the  candidates;  yes. 

Q.  It  was  substantially  then  Republicans  on  one  side  and  Democrats 
on  the  other! — A.  No,  sir.  That  is  where  Matthews  made  his  mistake. 
He  claimed  to  have  2,200  votes 

Q.  Let  me  put  my  question  again.  My  question  is  whether  the  men 
on  each  side  were  or  were  not  Democrats  on  the  one  side  and  persons 
who  had  been  Republicans  on  the  other,  generally.  I  do  not  speak  of 
the  few  exceptions  ! — ^A.  So  far  as  the  voting  population  was  concerned, 
taking  in  the  colored  people,  it  was. 

Q.  Was  King,  a  candidate  for  governor,  one  of  this  Independent 
party  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  good  citizen,  a  good  man! — A.  Yes,  sir;  King  was  an 
honest  man  if  I  ever  knew  one. 

Q.  He  supported  this  party  in  Copiah  County  that  you  speak  of  f— 
A.  He  did  whilst  he  was  candidate  for  governor. 

Q.  He  did  last  year,  did  he  not ! — A.  If  he  did  he  was  very  quiet  I 
have  never  heard  him  talk  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Did  he  not  preside  as  the  chairman  of  the  meeti ag  that  put  out 
the  ticket! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  appointed  him  chairman  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  and  he  declined,  and  I  watched  him  closely  and  I 
never  knew  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  last  election  at  aU. 

Q.  Did  he  not  decline  the  chairmanship  of  the  executive  committee 
on  account  of  his  health  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  He  is  since  dead,  is  he  not ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Were  the  relations  bet\^een  Matthews  and  King  always  friendly  T — 
A.  Bight  to  the  contrary;  for  several  years  they  were  very  bitter. 

Q.  Did  not  Matthews  come  out  in  a  public  circular  denouncing 
Kingt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  called  him  everything  on  earth  but  a  good 
man,  and  went  into  his  family  relations. 

Q.  And  denounced  him  in  the  public  prints  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  theCHAiBMAN: 
Q.  Was  Mr.  Kine  your  partner  formerly  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  part- 
ner at  his  death.    Our  business  is  still  unsettled. 

W.  W.  GooK,  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f — ^Answer.  I  live  near  Hazlehurst,  in 
Copiah  (Tounty. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  in  that  county  T — ^A.  1  have  lived 
there  fifty-odd  years. 

Q.  Have  you  held  ofiQce  in  that  county,  if  so,  for  how  long,  and  what 
offices  T — A.  I  have  held  different  offices  for  about  fourteen  years. 

Q.  You  were  sherift'how  long  T^ A.  For  six  years. 

Q.  And  what  other  position  did  you  holdt — A.  Probate  clerk. 

Q.  Did  you  know  tibte  Matthews  family — Print  Matthews  and  his 
brothers! — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  reputation  of  that  family  in  the  county  as 
men,  as  good  citizens  or  otherwise,  peaceful  men  or  wildt — 4*  ^  think 
that  branch  of  the  Matthews  family  was  looker)  upon  as  not  of  the  best 
dass  of  citizens.  There  was  nothing  very  objectionable,  but  they  were 
talked  about  and  not  considered  the  best  class. 

Q.  How  was  it  with  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews;  what  was  his  standing  in 
the  community  T— A.  Outside  of  politics  it  was  very  good. 

Q.  And  in  connection  with  politics  what  were  his  modes  and  meth- 
ods t — A.  Among  the  white  i>eople  generally  his  conduct  was  not  re- 
garded favorably  at  all. 

Q.  Was  he  violent  in  his  notions  and  in  carrying  them  out! — A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  his  speeches? — A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  from  common  report  the  character  of  his 
speeches? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  generally  understood  that  his  speeches 
were  excitable  speeches. 

Q.  Excitable  in  what  way? — A.  Calculated,  as  they  termed  it,  to  ex- 
cite the  colored  people  against  the  whites. 

Q.  Calculated  to  disturb  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  between  the 
two  races  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  that  is  what  was  meant  by  it,  by 
excitement. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Matthews  exercised  a  controlling 
influence  over  the  board  of  supervisors  ? — A.  The  impression  was  that 
he  did;  I  think  that  he  did  myself. 

Q.  Prom  what  you  saw  and  heard  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  end  did  he  control  the  board  of  supervisors ;  in  what 
manner  did  he  control  them ;  to  his  advantage,  if  at  all  ? — A.  I  think 
that  if  any  important  matter  was  up  he  was  generally  consulted ;  at 
least  he  was  generally  before  the  board. 

Q.  Did  they  generally  vote  as  he  directed  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  as  to 
that.  They  snstaiDed  his  policy,  whatever  it  might  be,  in  the  appoint* 
ment  of  grand  jurors. 
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Q.  Do  they  have  the  appointment  of  grand  jurors? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  select  the  grand  jury  to  suit  him  or  at  his  dictation  ?— 
A.  I  do  not  know ;  but  they  selected  a  grand  jury  that  was  not  acceptable 
generally  to  the  people  in  the  county.  They  were  generally  of  that  class 
that  were  not  looked  upon  as  reliable* 

Q.  They  did  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  community  f — A  No, 
sir ;  they  did  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  community.  There  were 
some  exceptions. 

Q.  Was  it  generally  a  partisan  grand  jury  ? — A.  I  think  sa 

Q.  Were  the  grand  jurors  supposed  to  be  corrupt,  or  composed  of 
people  easily  corrupted  t — ^A.  The  expression  generally  was  that  they 
were  not  such  CTand  juries  as  the  better  class  of  people  expected  to  have. 
In  other  words,  there  were  three  districts,  and  genendly  tiie  worst 
class  of  people  in  the  district,  and  not  the  best  class,  were  sdected;  I 
will  not  say  the  worst  class,  but  not  the  best  class. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Hargrave,  the  sherifTT — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  standing  in  the  county! — A.  Very  good. 

Q.  Is  he  an  old  citizen  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a  native  of  the  county. 

Q.  Is  he  considered  a  peaceable^  quiet,  law-abiding  man  T — ^A.  I  think 

80. 

Q.  Where  were  you  the  day  before  the  election.the  Monday  preced- 
ing the  election;  were  you  in  Hazlehurstt — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  up 
there  on  Monday  morning. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anytUng  of  this  crowd  of  armed  men  who  came  into 
Hazlehurst  on  Monday! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them.  I  did  not  see  them 
come  to  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Did«iyou  see  Mr.  Hargrave  go  out  to  meet  them! — A.  Yes.  sir; 
he  went  out.    We  did  not  go  together ;  but  Mr.  Hargrave  was  out  toere. 

Q.  You  met  Mr.  Hargrave  out  there! — A.  Well,  he  was  out  there.  I 
do  not  know  whether  he  or  I  got  there  first 

Q.  Do  you  know  for  what  purpose  Mr.  Hargrave  went  out  and  for 
what  purpose  did  you  go  out  to  meet  these  men! — A.  I  went  up  to  town 
Monday  morning.  I  h^i  heard  about  this  mob,  as  they  called  it,  peram- 
bulating about  district  three,  and  general  rumor  gave  some  outrages 
perpetrated  by  them  for,  maybe,  two  or  three  days.  I  was  not  in  town 
every  day,  and  on  Monday  morning  when  I  went  up  there  Mr.  Hargrave 
came  to  me  and  said— I  do  not  recollect  his  exact  language,  but  the 
idea  was  this:  ^^ These  men  are  coming  in;  will  you  go  with  me  out  foid 
meet  them  and  talk  to  them  !  "  Perhaps  he  says,  ^*  Don't  you  think  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  go  out  and  meet  them  ^^  At  once  I  agreed  with 
him.  I  told  him  I  thought  it  would  be  a  good  idea  for  him  to  go,  and  if  he 
could,  get  two  or  three  steady  old  citizens  to  go,  and  perhaps  suggested 
two  or  three  men  to  take  with  him.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  go  with 
him,  and  I  told  him  I  would  go,  and  I  asked  him  what  time  they  were 
expected  in,  and  he  said,  I  tJhink,  about  2  or  3  o'clock  in  the  eveu- 
ing.  I  told  him  I  would  go  home,  and  after  dinner  I  would  get  od  my 
horse  and  come  up  and  ride  out  with  him  or  anybody  to  meet  them. 
But  before  I  went  home  he  came  and  told  me  that  they  would  be  theru 
about  12  o'clock.  '  I  did  not  have  time  to  go  home  after  my  horse,  ami 
in  looking  around  to  get  a  conveyance  to  go  out  with  him,  I  saw  an  old 

rmtleman  crossing  the  street  that  I  )ook^  upon  as  a  good  citizen,  and 
suggested  to  him,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  good  idea,  to  go  out  and 
meet  them  and  talk  to  them.  In  the  mean  time  I  understood  there  were 
some  sick  ladies  in  town.  I  did  not  know  what  their  object  was  in 
coming  there ;  I  never  heard  anybody  say  and  I  could  not  imagiue  what 
it  was.    My  only  supposition  was  that  they  were  rollicking  around  la 
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the  country  in  their  way,  and  that  they  wonld  come  in  town  and  make 
an  exhibition.  I  did  not  suppose  there  would  be  anybody  killed  or 
serioiisly  damaged ;  that  is  the  idea  I  had^  but  the  idea  was  to  caution 
them  agaiust  that.  That  was  my  own  feeling  in  the  matter.  I  came 
out  to  this  old  gentleman  and  suggested  to  him  these  sick  ladies,  and 
a  relative  of  his  (Mr.  Higdon  is  iSie  man  I  have  reference  to)  told  me 
that  he  understood  Miss  Matthews  was  quite  sick,  and  said,  ^*  I  will  go 
and  see  Dr.  Pitts  and  ascertain  the  fact."  He  came  back  and  told  me 
the  doctor  said  she  was  very  unwell.  We  got  a  hack  and  started  out> 
and  I  suppose  went  about  two  miles  and  met  them  and  had  a  little  talk 
with  them. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hargrave  present  when  you  had  your  talk? — A.  I  think 
he  was;  yes,  sir;  he  was  there. 

Q«  What  was  the  nature  of  the  talkt — A.  My  talk  was  simply  this: 
<< Gentlemen,  I  do  not  suppose  you  propose  to  kill  anybody;  but  there 
are  some  sick  ladies  in  town,  and  in  your  passing  around  have  respect 
for  them."  They  asked  me  who  they  were  and  I  told  them  who.  When 
I  first  moitionea  Miss  Matthews  there  was  some  little  murmuring  about 
it,  and  I  told  them,  ^^  Gentlemen,  there  is  this  request  we  have  got  to 
make:  If  you  have  a  notion  to  pass  Mr.  Matthews'  dwelling,  just  say  to 
yourselves  there  is  a  sick  lady  in  that  house,  and  show  her  the  respect 
she  is  entitled  to."  They  told  me  they  would  do  it.  That  is  the  amount 
of  it.  The  talk  was  this— that  they  were  cautioned,  and  the  idea  waa 
to  caution  them  against  any  violence  or  outrage. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hargrave  make  similar  representations  to  themt — ^A.  I 
think  he  did.    He  was  present  when  I  was  speaking. 

Q.  Did  he  coincide  with  youT — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  agreed  with  me. 

Q.  When  you  and  Mr.  Hargrave  talked  about  it  in  the  morning,  did 
you  agree  as  to  the  propriety  of  going  out  to  prevent  any  noisy  or  riot- 
ous demonstration  of  these  people! — ^A.  As  I  stated  before,  I  did  not 
know  ^hat  they  were  coming  there  for;  I  suppose  he  did.  But  my  idea 
was  to  get  some  good  white  person  to  go  and  caution  them  against 
violence. 

Q.  Was  that  his  idea,  toot — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so.  I  do  not  know 
but  what  he  suggested  it  first;  I  am  inclined  to  that  opinion.  He  sug> 
gested  that  we  go  out  and  talk  to  them  and  caution  them  against 
violence. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  A.  W.  Burnet  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  known  him  ever  since  he  lived  in  Hazlehurst  f — A.  Yes,. 
sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  and  standing  in  that  community  and  what 
has  it  been  since  he  has  been  living  there  t — ^A.  My  observation  i& 
among  the  better  class  of  people  that  it  is  not  very  enviable,  not  very 
good. 

Q.  What  is  his  general  character  in  that  community  for  truth  and 
veracity,  do  you  know  t — ^A.  I  have  heard  some  expressions,  general 
expressions. 

Q.  What  are  they  t — A.  I  would  say  that  since  these  proceedings,  or 
at  least  since  the  trouble,  they  do  not  seem  to  look  upon  him  as  truth- 
ful at  all. 

Q.  Did  he  bear  the  character  of  a  truthful  man  t — A.  I  do  not  think 
he  did  with  those  I  heard  speak  of  it. 

Q.  What  is  your  own  opinion  about  itt — A.  My  opinion  is  that  I  do- 
not  recognize  him  as  such  myself. 

Q.  Wonld  you  believe  him  on  oath  f — A.  I  do  not  think  I  would  if  he 
was  interested  at  all. 
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Q.  You  were  the  Bheriff  of  Copiah  Gonnty,  were  you  nott— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  deflaulter  to  the  county  at  all  when  you  went  out!— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  a  suit  instituted  against  you  on  behalf  of  the  State,  daiming 
that  you  were  indebted  to  the  county  after  you  went  out  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  that  suit  originate  and  who  did  it  onginiM»  witht--A. 
The  first  of  my  information  was  that  the  board  of  superrisors  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  investigate  my  accounts.  That  committee  went 
on  and  made  the  investigation  and  reported. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  their  report! — A.  The  majority  report 
brought  me  out  in  debt  to  the  county  to  a  small  amount ;  I  forget  the 
exact  amount. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  after  thatt — A.  A  suit  was  brou^t 

Q.  Did  the  board  of  supervisors  employ  counsel  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  they  employ  t — A.  I  think  that  the  order  was  employing 
Mr.  Burnet,  Mr.  Gassidy,  and  Mr.  Sessions. 

Q.  At  what  feet — A.  A  thousand  dollars  positive  fee,  I  think,  and  a 
percentage. 

Q.  That  was  for  the  county  to  pay  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  suitt 

The  Witness.  The  final  result! 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. 

A.  I  got  a  compromise  judgment  against  the  county. 

Q.  For  how  much  t — A.  One  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Was  that  paid  by  the  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  ran  against  you  for  sheriff  when  you  were  last  elected t— A 
J.  P.  Matthews  all  the  time.. 

Q.  Every  time  you  were  elected  he  ran  against  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  beat  him  every  time  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  t— A.  Three  times ;  three  elections. 

Q.  Was  there  any  violence  in  that  county  at  any  of  those  elections  t— 
A.  I  do  not  know  what  you  would  consider  violence ;  they  were  quiet 
elections  I  believe. 

Q.  How  much  majority  did  you  have  the  last  time  over  himt — A.  My 
majority  at  the  three  elections  was  about  the  same,  about  500;  I  do 
not  recollect  exactly. 

Q.  Was  there  no  complaint  or  contest  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  con- 
test and  canvass. 

Q.  I  mean  after  the  election! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Matthews  acquiesced  in  the  result! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  election  was  peaceable  and  quiet! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  ran  as  a  Democrat ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  white  i)eople  of  Copiah 
Oounty,  and  I  may  say  the  Democratic  party  of  Copiah  County,  as 
peace  and  law- loving  men,  or  otherwise! — ^A.  From  my  experience  with 
them  (I  have  no  experience  with  any  other  people)  I  consider  it  good. 

Q.  Are  they  quiet  people  as  a  general  rule  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Law  abiding  !— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  church  going  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  mass. 

Q.  Of  course  there  are  exceptions! — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  are  excep- 
tions, of  course. 

Q.  Your  elections  have  been,  as  a  general  rule,  free  fh>m  turbaleooe 
and  violence  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  three  elections  that  I  was  in. 

Q.  At  the  last  election  was  there  any  Republican  ticket!— A.  I  do 
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Dot  know.  I  think  it  was  an  Independent  ticket ;  I  think  it  was  so 
called. 

Q.  Was  it  not  composed  mostly  of  men  who  had  been  Democrats? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  so.  I  think  they  all  were  except  one,  Mr.  Mat- 
thews. 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  case  at  the  preceding  election  in  which  Mr. 
Lowry  and  Mr.  King  ran  against  each  other  t — A.  I  have  forgotten  the 
candidates,  except  King  and  Lowry. 

Q.  The  contest  was  between  the  Independents  and  Democrats,  was 
it  not! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  discussion  of  national  principles  as  between  the 
Republican  and  Democratic  parties  or  were  the  canvasses  confined  to 
local  issues? — A.  I  never  heard  at  the  last  election  or  preceding  election 
any  discussion  at  all ;  I  never  heard  any  joint  discussion.  I  believe 
I  heard  two  or  three  speakers  who  made  general  speeches  like  gentlemen 
mnoing  for  State  offices.  I  suppose  they  included  national  and  State 
matters. 

Q.  But  they  were  not  Bepublican  speeches  made  by  the  opposition 
candidate! — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  any. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  How  many  suits  were  brought  against  you  by  the  county  t — A. 
Two. 

Q.  Were  there  not  three! — A.  Well,  perhaps  there  were;  yes.  sir. 

Q.  I  know  perhaps  there  were;  perhaps  there  might  have  been  a 
dozen.  But  how  mauy  were  brought  against  you  ! — A.  My  impression 
is  there  were  two  and  perhaps  three ;  I  do  not  recollect  which. 

Q.  When  were  the  suits  brought  against  you  ! — A.  Previous  to  the 
last  October  term  of  the  court. 

Q.  That  is,  then,  within  the  last  six  months! — A.  Yes,  sir;  previous 
to  the  last  October  term  of  the  court  The  service  was  made  probably 
about  the  first  of  October. 

Q.  What  were  those  suits  brought  for;  what  was  the  complaint  against 
you  ? — A.  Defalcation  in  paying  over  money  collected. 

H».  How  much  was  claimed  by  the  county  ! — A.  1  never  was  able  to 
understand.  Mr.  Burnet  stated  it  was  $30,000,  but  I  never  could 
nuderstand. 

Q.  How  much  did  the  papers  that  were  served  ^  you  show  that  the 
county  claimed  ! — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  examine  them  to  ascertain ! — A.  No,  sir;  1  was  not 
very  particular  about  ascertaining.  I  looked  over  the  papers.  I  had 
attorneys  to  attend  to  the  business,  and  I  left  it  to  them. 

Q.  Who  were  your  attorneys  ! — A.  Mr.  Conn  was  an  attorney,  and 
MeHsrs  Harris  and  Dodds  were  attorneys.  Conn  and  Miller  were  the 
attorneys  principally,  and  Harris  and  Dobbs. 

Q.  Xiien  you  had  four  attorneys  in  the  case! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  fi\^. 

Q.  Who  else  ! — A.  Mr.  Sexton  came  in  at  the  closing  up  of  the  case. 

Q.  Did  any  one  of  your  five  attorneys  at  any  time  tell  you  how  much 
the  c<iuuty  claimed  against  you  ! — A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  they  did. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  they  did  or  not! — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not 
recollect  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Q.  What  is  your  understanding  as  to  the  amount  that  the  county 
claimed  against  you  in  those  suits,  if  you  had  any  ! — A.  Well,  I  looked 
at  the  proceedings  as  a  sort  of  guess-work.  I  am  free  to  confess  that 
from  an  examination. of  the  papers  I  could  not  understand  the  suit  and 
I  never  did  know  what  they  claimed. 
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Q.  Did  not  the  declarations  in  those  cases  show  that  the  connty 
claimed  $7,000  against  you  t — A.  I  think  there  were  foar  declaratioDs, 
and  it  appears  to  me  now  (that  has  refireshed  my  memory)  that  it  was 
aboQt  a  repetition  in  each  declaration. 

Q.  Did  not  the  declarations  show  that  the  amount  claimed  against 
yon  was  $7,000  with  thirty  per  cent  damages,  which,  if  yon  were  a 
defaulter  you  would  be  liable  to  pay  t  Don't  you  remember  that  the 
declarations  claimed  thatt — A.  I  think  each  declaration  perhaps  did, 
and  my  recollection  is  that  there  were  four  declarations,  but  I  will  not 
be  positive  about  it  or  undertake  to  say. 

Q.  The  damages  would  be  thirty  per  cent,  per  annum,  would  they 
not  under  your  statute  t  Under  your  statute  would  the  damages  be 
the  amount  of  the  defalcation,  if  there  was  one.  and  thirty  per  cent  per 
annum  ? — A.  I  never  saw  the  suit  at  all  and  nave  no  recollection.  I 
tliink  perhaps  it  was  thirty  per  cent.  That  is  my  recollection  now,  and 
I  suppose  that  is  the  law. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  a  suit  a^inst  the  county  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  claim  in  that  suit  t— A.  About  $3,000. 

Q.  When  did  you  bring  that  suit  t — A.  That  was  just  before  the 
October  court. 

Q.  When  did  your  term  as  sheriff  expire  T — A.  It  expired  the  Ist  of 
January,  1881, 1  believe. 

Q.  Why  did  you  delay  bringing  your  suit  for  more  than  two  years, 
for  nearly  three  years  f— A.  I  do  not  think  I  would  ever  have  brought 
a  suit  if  they  had  not  commenced  proceedings ;  that  is  the  reason  why 
I  did  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  understand  then  that  the  county  was  indebted  to 
you  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  patriotic  enough  to  d6nate  that  to  the  county  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  understand  the  county  was  indebted  to  you  f— 
A.  $2,474.84. 

Q.  Then  why  did  you  bring  the  suit  for  $3,000,  if  they  only  owed 
you  that  much  t«-A.  That  was  the  minority  report  of  the  committee. 

Q.  Then  you  accepted  the  report  of  the  minority  committee  as  cor- 
rect!—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  you  went  out  of  office  was  it  not  discovered  that  you  had 
money  in  your  han#  belonging  to  the  county  and  thereujion  you  paid 
the  county  some  amount  T 

The  Witness.  After  I  went  out  of  office  t 

Mr.  Gahebon.  Yes. 

A.  The  day  that  I  went  out  of  office  and  turned  over  the  office  I  was 
taken  sick.  The  settlement  for  the  preceding  year  was  made  by  a 
deputy  of  mine.  I  was  sick  a  good  while  and  unconscious  for  some 
time.  After  I  got  so  that  I  could  understand  anything  they  informed 
me  that  the  settlement  had  been  made  and  that  there  was  a  balance  of 
$600  due  me. 

Q.  Due  from  the  county  to  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir:  from  the  county. 
The  board  of  supervisors  made  that  allowance,  tne  clerk  issued  tbe 
warrant,  the  treasurer  paid  it  some  time  after  that,  I  do  not  know  how 
long,  a  few  days  or  maybe  a  week.  The  chancery  clerk  informed  me 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  addition  of  $50 ;  in  other  words,  the 
county  had  paid  me  $50  more  than  that  settlement  showed  by  his 
figures.  I  told  them  if  it  would  not  make  any  difference,  to  give 
me  a  pay  or  receipt  warrant,  and  I  went  to  the  treasurer  myself:  and  it 
stated  on  the  face  the  object  of  it,  the  treasurer  stated  on  the  face  the 
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object  of  the  return.  That  is  what  I  suppose  you  have  reference  to 
about  my  returning  money. 

Q.  Were  you  present  in  the  circuit  court  of  your  county  in  November 
last,  when  Judge  Wharton  read  in  court  a  note  which  he  had  received 
from  Mr.  Dodds  in  which  it  was  stated  that  ur.less  Burnet  left  the 
county  he  would  be  killed,  or  something  to  that  effect  f — A.  Was  I  f  Ko, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  it ;  were  you  informed  in  regard  to  itt — 
A.  I  do  not  recollect.  My  recollection  is  that  some  gentleman,  I  won't 
undertake  to  say  who,  told  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter  ftom  Mr. 
Burnet  telling  him  that  he  had  received  an  anonymous  letter  threaten- 
ing him,  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  never  heard  of  Mr.  Burnet's  re- 
ceiving a  letter. 

Q.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  information  to  the  effect  that  Mr. 
Burnet  wrote  to  Mr.  Meade,  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  county 
committee,  asking  him  to  intercede  in  his  behalf  that  he  Burnet  might 
return  to  the  county  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  his  cases  in  the 
circuit  court T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  heard  anything  of  that? — A.  Now,  since  you  mention 
Mr.  Meade's  name,  I  do  recollect  Mr.  Meade  read  me  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Burnet  to  him  which  I  had  reference  to. 

Q.  What  was  the  purport  of  that! — A.  The  purport  was  that  there 
was  an  anonymous  letter  threatening  his  life. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Meade  say  to  you  in  regard  to  it  f — A.  He  did  not 
say  anything:  he  just  read  me  that  part  of  the  letter. 

Q.  You  had  no  conversation  whatever  about  it! — A.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect that  we  had. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  you  had  or  not  t — A.  I  do  not.  I  do  not 
think  we  did.  I  met  him  on  the  sidewalk,  and  he  told  me  he  had  just  got 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Burnet,  and  opened  and  read  it.  Whether  he  read  all 
of  it  or  not,  that  was  the  purport  of  it. 

Q.  You  made  no  remark  about  it? — A.  Perhaps  I  did.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect now. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  you  did  or  not? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not 
recollect  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  You  stated  in  your  direct  examination  that  the  reputation  of  the 
Matthews  family  was  not  very  good  in  Copiah  County? — A.  Well,  as 
to  citizenship,  I  said  that  they  were  not  looked  upon  as  our  best  class 
of  citizens. 

Q.  By  whom  are  they  not  looked  upon  as  among  the  best  class  of 
your  citizens  ? — A.  I  could  not  designate  anybody ;  I  am  just  speaking 
of  the  general  impression  I  have. 

Q.  How  long  had  J.  P.  Matthews  been  in  business  in  that  county? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  when  he  commenced  merchandising. 

Q.  About  how  long? — ^A.  In  1875,  I  reckon ;  from  that  time  up  he 
was  in  business ;  he  went  out  of  the  sheriffs  ofiuce  in  1875 ;  I  think  he 
was  probably  merchandising  then. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  had  any  difficulty  in  procuring  credit 
in  the  county? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  understood  that  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  property  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  understood  that  he  was  a  man  who  paid  his  debts  ? — A.  I 
never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  Are  the  other  Matthews  brothers  in  business  in  the  county  doing 
something? — A.  I  think  they  all  are. 
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Q.  Do  you  nnderstand  that  they  are  in  good  credit! — A.  Yes,  dr; 
80  far  as  I  know.  Well,  I  did  hear  Mr.  Thompson  speak  about  two  of 
the  Matthewses  having  owed  him  at  one  time,  but  whether  they  have 
paid  him  now  or  not  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  they  are  in  a  position  where  debts  can 
be  collected  against  themt — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  understanding 
about  it }  they  have  had  means  enough  to  pay  their  debts. 

Q.  What  is  their  reputation  among  the  colored  people  of  the  county; 
the  reputation  of  the  Matthews  family,  I  mean  t— A.  80  far  as  I  know, 
it  is  good. 

Q.  Do  the  colored  people  constitute  about  one-half  of  the  population 
of  the  county  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  consider  that  the  colored  vote  is  about 
half. 

Q.  Then  you  consider  that  the  reputation  of  the  Matthews  family 
among  the  colored  people  is  good  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  generally  good. 

Q.  But  among  the  white  Democrats  you  do  not  think  it  is  quite  so 
good;  is  that  the  fact? — A.  Yes,  sir;  those  that  I  have  heard  express 
themselves  give  rather  a  disapprobation  of  their  deportment. 

Q.  What  do  they  disapprove  of  in  the  Matthews  family! — A.  Well, 
to  sum  it  all  up  where  there  was  objection  made  to  them  at  all,  it  was 
because  they  were  Matthewses  and  nothing  else.  I  could  not  particu- 
larize at  all.    They  spoke  of  them  as  Matthewses. 

Q.  What  did  they  charge  them  with  f — ^A.  Well,  they  were  overbear- 
ing men,  rather  inclined  to  be  arbitrary.  I  never  heard  of  their  being 
charged  with  fussing  or  fighting.  Well,  I  believe  I  have  heard  of  one 
of  them  having  a  little  mel6e,  but  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  What  I  wanted  to  get  at  was  what  the  best  citizens  charged  them 
with,  what  crime  or  offense ;  can  you  tell  me  that  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can.  Sinc^  the  war,  since  politics  began,  they  have,  as  they  term 
it,  seemed  to  be  prominent  in  politics,  and  I  presume  that  is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  they  have  rendered  themselves  odious.  And  then  another 
thing,  they  have  been  overbearing  and  arbitrary. 

Q.  Then  the  reasons  why  they  were  not  approved  by  the  good  citi- 
zens, as  you  state  it,  is  that  they  were  overbearing  and  arbitrary,  and 
since  the  war  they  have  been  prominent  in  politics;  is  that  it?— A. 
Well,  charged  with  being  in  opposition  to  the  white  people  generally, 
stirring  up  strife  among  the  colored  people,  as  they  term  it.  In  other 
words,  if  they  would  not  meddle  in  politics  there  would  be  better  har- 
mony in  the  county  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks,  if  they  did  not 
carry  it  to  extremes. 

Q.  That  is,  if  they  did  not  meddle  in  politics  the  Democrats  would 
not  have  as  hard  work  to  carry  the  county  ! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think 
so,  because  there  are  some  as  good  negroes  in  the  county  as  whites; 
law-abiding  men.  upright^  good  citizens,  many  of  them,  and  disposed  to 
do  right  I  think  the  white  people,  as  a  general  rule,  and  the  negroes 
would  harmonize,  but  they  get  at  politics  and  they  get  excited.  I  never 
came  in  contact  with  it  myself. 

Q.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  the  white  people  and  the  negroes 
harmonize  upon,  politics  or  business  matters  T — ^A.  I  mean  this :  That 
if  there  was  no  strife  there,  what  we  term  party  lines  would  be  obliter- 
ated, and  any  man  could  come  out  and  run  as  a  candidate  without  going 
through  the  form  of  a  nomination,  and  the  whites  and  blacks  would  vote 
for  their  choice.    That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  say. 

Q.  That  is,  any  man  who  is  a  Democrat  could  come  out  and  run  f— A. 
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ISOj  sir ;  I  do  not  mean  that ;  men  there  who  are  Independents,  who  are 
good  men,  mnning  on  the  Independent  ticket. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  wrong  for  anybody  to  attempt  to  organize  and 
run  a  Eepnblican  party  in  yonr  county  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  it  is  wrong  for  bim  to  address  negroes  as  negroes, 
and  ask  them  to  vote  the  Bepablican  ticket? — ^A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Then  what  strife  do  yon  refer  to  that  the  Matthewses  were  getting 
apt — A.  In  the  first  place,  understand,  I  have  never  been  to  any  of 
their  meetings,  and  I  only  give  it  as  a  general  rumor  that  the  negroes 
were  told,  you  know,  that  they  must  stick  to  the  party. 

Q.  WeU,  was  that  wrong? — A.  No,  sir;  that  was  not  wrong:  they 
had  a  right  to  do  that  as  much  as  the  other  party  had ;  I  do  not  olame 
them  for  that  at  all.  But  then  if  they  are  told  that  if  they  do  not  stick 
to  the  party  they  will  be  punished  for  it 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  J.  P.  Matthews,  or  any  other  Bepublican  in  the 
county,  say  that  to  the  negroes? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  never  did. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  J.  P.  Matthews,  or  any  other  Bepublican  in 
the  county,  ever  punished  a  negro  for  not  sticking' to  the  Bepublican 
party? — A.  No,  sir;  of  my  own  knowledge  I  do  not  know  that  I  do. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  the  raids  made  through  your  county 
last  fiadl  by  the  persons  whom  we  call  a  mob? — A.  I  do  not  recollect 

Q.  State  as  near  as  you  can. — A.  It  was  a  few  days,  perhaps  three 
or  four  days,  before  the  election. 

Q.  Who  did  you  understand  were  members  of  that  political  company 
that  was  marching  through  the  county? — A.  My  first  knowledge  of  it, 
I  think,  was  in  this  way,  that  the  boys,  as  they  termed  it,  in  beat  3, 
turned  out  night  and  day  electioneering,  and  had  a  cannon  firing  it 
around.    Then  I  heard  all  kinds  of  stories  after  that. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  stories  you  heard. — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard 
them  before  the  election.    I  have  heard  since 

Q.  No;  I  am  trying  to  get  at  what  you  heard  before  the  election. — 
A.  Well,  this  man  Tom  Wallis  was  killed  before  that. 

Q.  By  whom  did  you  understand  that  he  was  killed;  I  do  not  mean 
by  what  individuals. — ^A.  When  I  first  heard  of  it  I  was  in  town,  and 
3tr.  Brown,  the  circuit  clerk,  asked  me  if  I  had  heard  that  my  old  friend 
Wallis  was  dead.  I  said  no,  I  had  not.  I  asked  him  when  he  died, 
and  he  said  he  was  killed.  That  was  two  or  three  days  after  it  hap- 
pened. I  said,  "  Who  was  it  done  byf  and  I  think  his  reply  was,  '<lt 
was  supposed  to  be  somebody  from  Claiborne  County,"  the  adjoining 
county,  and  I  never  have  heard  the  particulars  of  it  since.  I  heard  that 
he  wa^  killed  and  that  his  wife  was  shot.  It  was  rumor,  like  every- 
thing else. 

Q.  You  never  have  made  any  inquiry  to  ascertain,  have  you  ? — A.  No, 
sir:  I  never  inquired. 

Q.  If  it  were  done  by  parties  from  Claiborne  County,  do  you  not  think 
they  ought  to  have  been  pursued,  arrested,  and  brought  to  trial  ?— A. 
Well,  from  any  county ;  I  think  so ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  in  this  case? — A.  I  heard  Mr.  Eames's  testimony  and 
that  is  all  I  know  about  it.  I  do  not  know  that  it  went  before  the  grand 
jury,  but  he  stated  it  had. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  learn  that  that  company  were  coming  into 
Hazlehurst? — ^A.  That  was,  1  suppose,  about  10  o'clock  Monday  before 
the  election  on  Tuesday. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  go  out  to  meet  them? — A.  I  did  not 
know  what  they  were  going  to  do,  as  I  said  before.  I  did  not  know 
who  they  were ;  but  1  did  not  believe  the  stories  I  had  heard  of  t^e 
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outrages  perpetrated.    I  did  not  think  any  men  whom  I  knew  in  that 
ooantry  wonld  be  guilty  of  the  outrages  I  had  heard  were  perpetrated. 

Q.  What  other  outrages  had  you  heard  they  had  perpetrated  t— A.  I 
had  heard  they  were  shooting  and  whipping,  as  I  stated,  and  scaring 
negroes. 

Q.  You  had  heard  they  were  scaring  the  negroes  t — A.  Well,  shooting 
and  whipping;  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  anything  about  scaring  the 
negroes.  I  went  out,  as  I  told  you.  My  object  was  if  the  boys  deter- 
mined to  come  into  town  to  ask  them  in  passing  the  houses  where  sick 
persons  were  to  show  them  respect. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  sick  ladies  in  the  town  besides  Miss  Mat- 
thews t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  two  ladies,  Mrs.  Davis  and  Miss  Hat- 
thews.  Those  are  the  only  ones  I  mentioned  to  them ;  I  did  not  know 
of  any  one  else. 

Q.  Had  you  heard  that  that  company  were  coming  into  the  town,  and 
it  was  expected  they  would  do  violence  to  Mr.  Matthews  t — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  had  not  heard  that  I  did  not  hear  they  were  coming  there  until  that 
morning,  and  I  did  not  hear  the  object  of  their  coming  spoken  of  at  all, 
and  I  had  no  idea  of  it. 

Q.  Why  did  you  fear  they  would  commit  outrages  in  the  town  T— A 
Because  1  had  heard  these  stories  from  where  they  had  been,  although 
I  did  not  believe  it  When  Mr.  Hargrave  suggested  going  out  and 
cautioning  them  against  doing  anything,  I  approved  of  it,  and  I  spoke 
to  Mr.  Higdon  about  it,  and  asked  him  to  go  with  me,  and  he  did  go. 

Q.  State  who  you  found  in  that  company  when  you  went  out  and  met 
them ;  give  the  names  of  all  those  whom  you  can  remember.^A.  I 
cannot  recollect  many ;  I  recollect  some:  Mr.  Wheeler  was  one. 

Q.  Bas  Wheeler  t — A.  Yes,  sir.    W.  w.  Womack  was  another. 

Q.  Who  appeared  to  be  in  command  of  the  company  T — ^A.  Mr. 
Wheeler. 

Q.  Who  elset — ^A.  There  was  one  Mr.  Higdon,  I  know,  and  perhaps 
two;  I  am  not  certain.  There  was  Mr.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Jesse  Thomp- 
son, jr. :  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  recollect  any  others. 

Q.  Was  Joe  Bailey  with  them  t — A.  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Was  Joe  Purser  with  themt — A.  I  think  Purser  was  with  them. 
Mr.  Hart  was  with  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Reuben  Morrison  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  with  themt— A.  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  be  was 
among  them,  but  I  do  not  recollect  now. 

Q.  You  know  Bill  Higdon  T«-^  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  with  themt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Marion  Higdon,  do  you  know  himt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know 
them  both. 

Q.  Were  they  both  with  themt — A.  William  Higdon  was  I  know, 
and  I  saw  Marion  Higdon  in  town  afterwards,  but  whether  he  was  with 
the  crowd  or  not  I  do  not  recollect.    There  were  a  good  many  more. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Emmett  and  Henry  Spencer  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  there t— A.  Henry  was;  I  do  not  recollect  aboat  the 
other  one. 

Q.  Do  you  know  J.  F.  Thompson  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  with  them  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  0.  J.  Allen — do  you  know  himt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  him,  bat  I 
don't  recollect  whether  he  was  with  them  or  not 

Q.  Were  there  any  Middletons  there  t — ^A.  I  would  not  be  positive. 
Before  we  got  out  there— before  we  met  the  crowd — I  met  a  g^tltman 
and  we  told  him  where  we  were  going,  and  he  said  that  he  bad  left 
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them  just  back,  aad  we  did  not  ride  on,  but  they  came  up.  I  think  I 
met  Mr.  Middleton  before  I  met  tnem.  I  think  I  met  him  between 
Hazlehnrst  and  where  we  met  the  crowd. 

Q.  How  many  in  your  opinion  were  in  that  crowd! — ^A.  1  am  unable 
to  say. 

Q.  You  have  some  idea  of  course  t — A.  WelL  I  would  say  75  or  100, 
or  may  be  not  more  than  50.    There  was  a  good  smart  crowd  of  them. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  f — A.  They  had  some  guns,  and  I  think  I  saw 
8ome  pistols.    I  do  not  think  I  saw  arms  in  all  their  hands. 

Q.  Were  they  or  not  mounted t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  all  mounted. 

Q.  All  on  horseback  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Under  the  command  of  Wheeler  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  seemed  to  be 
exercising  command  over  them.  They  passed  on.  We  did  not  come 
back  with  them.  We  were  driving  a  couple  of  mules,  and  i  expected 
they  would  shoot  the  cannon,  but  they  didn't  shoot  it  in  my  presence 
aod  we  kept  on  behind :  we  did  not  ride  with  them. 

Q  Do  you  know  the  Kev.  J.  W.  McNeil!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  t — A.  I  do  not  know ;  a  good 
many  years.    He  was  not  with  them,  I  do  not  think. 

Q.  I  suppose  not.  I  am  coming  to  another  matter.  But  before  going 
to  another  matter  I  will  ask  you  if  you  saw  any  persons  with  that  com- 
pany of  which  you  have  been  speaking  that  you  would  regard  as  x)eace- 
able  and  law-abiding  citizens ;  if  you  saw  any  that  were  not  such  f — A. 
Yes,  sir;  there  were  some  men  in  that  crowd  that  I  don't  think  would 
be  recognized  generally  as  the  best  citizens;  some  wild  young  men;  men 
tbat  I  do  not  consider  our  best  citizens. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  about  their  being  your  best  citizens ;  I  ask  you 
ifthey  were  not  respectable  and  law-abiding  t — ^A.  There  were  some 
men  in  there  that  under  some  circumstances  might  be  law-abiding,  but 
many  excitable  and  drinking  men,  and  when  a  man  gets  in  that  condi- 
tion I  do  not  think  he  would  be  very  law-abiding. 

Q.  Taking  them  together  as  a  whole  would  you  not  say  they  were 
respectable  menf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were;  as  a  body  of  men  they 
were  respectable. 

Q.  Would  you  call  them  i>eaceable  and  law-abiding  men  t— A.  Yes, 
sir;  ordinarily  I  would. 

Q.  When  would  you  not  call  them  i>eaceable  and  law-abiding  t — A. 
Well,  when  they  are  in  violation  of  law  they  are  not  law-abiding. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  them  peaceable  and  law-abiding  at  that  time  f 
A  I  did  not  see  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  But  did  you  consider  them  so t — A.  Yes,  sir;  right  there  at  that 
time  when  I  saw  them  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  they  were  going  to  do  when  they  got  to 
town  f— A.  I  did  not  understand  that ;  I  had  no  information  what  they 
were  coming  to  town  for,  or  what  they  proposed  to  do. 

Q.  You  feared,  however,  that  they  might  violate  the  law! — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  heard  of  their  doing  things  that  I  did  not  think  was  in  keeping 
with  the  law,  and  they  might,  under  excitement,  do  it  again. 

Q.  If  they  were  peaceable  and  law-abiding  why  did  you  fear  they 
would  violate  the  law  when  they  got  to  town  t — A.  I  state  that  under 
ordinary  circumstances  I  looked  upon  them  as  peaceable  and  law-abid- 
ing men.    I  had  no  evidence  to  show  that  they  were  not. 

Q.  What  were  the  extraordinary  circumstances  existing  at  that  time 
which  might  induce  them  not  to  be  peaceable  or  law-abidingf — ^A.  Well, 
there  seemed  to  be  a  great  deal  of  excitement  on  politics,  and  extreme 
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meaaores  enacted  and  carried  oat  which  I  do  not  think  they  would  do 
under  cooler  moments. 

Q.  Are  you  of  the  opinion  tha.t  the  Democratic  party  porsaed  the 
right  policy  in  electioneering  in  your  county  last  fallf — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not  think  so ;  in  some  respects  I  do  not  think  they  did. 

Q.  Did  yon  think  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do  to  arm  themselves  and 
to  travel  through  the  county  and  kill  colored  men  and  shoot  into  their 
houses  and  to  shoot  colored  women  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  understood  that  this  party  of  men  had.  done  some  or  all  of 
these  things,  did  you  notf — A.  Yes«  sir. 

Q.  And  yet  you  considered  them  peaceable  and  law  abiding  f— A 
Well,  I  did  not  believe  it ;  that  is  the  reason. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  nowt — A.  I  had  understood  before  1  went 
out  that  they  were  doing  things  that  I  considered  in  violation  of  law. 

Q.  Do  you  now  understand  they  did  things  which  in  your  opinion 
were  violations  of  law  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  so  understood ;  and  then 
they  are  not  law-abiding  citizens  when  they  violate  the  law. 

Q.  Now,  I  will  go  to  another  subject  The  candidates  for  the  legis- 
lature on  the  Independent  ticket  last  fall  in  your  county,  as  I  understand 
liL  were  Eev.  J.  W.  McNeil  and  Judge  L.  O.  Bridewell ;  is  that  so  t — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  those  nien  or  either  of  them  formerly  been  Democrats f — ^A 
I  think  they  had. 

Q.  Were  they  regarded  as  respectable  men  when  they  were  Demo- 
crats t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  at  least  I  regarded  them  so. 

Q.  How  were  they  regarded  in  the  community  generally? — ^A.  I  never 
heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  L.  H.  Matthews  was  the  Independent  candidate  for  sherifiE^  was  he 
not! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  has  been  a  Bepublican  for  years.  I  understand f — ^A.  Ye^  sir. 

Q*  How  was  he  regarded  f — A.  I  lookea  upon  L.  H.  Matthews  as  a 
respectable  man. 

Q.  The  candidate  for  chancery  clerk  was  I.  C.  Enochs  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  himt — ^A.  For  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  Was  he  formerly  a  Democrat t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Was  he  considered  a  respectable  man  while  he  was  a  Democrat  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir,  and  is  considered  so  yet,  I  believe }  at  least  I  do  consider 
him  so. 

Q.  The  Independent  candidate  for  circuit  clerk  was  J.  Q.  Barlow  f* 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  himt — ^A.  For  years. 

Q.  Was  he  formerly  a  Democrat  f — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was 
or  not. 

Q.  How  was  he  regarded  in  the  county  t — ^A.  I  never  heard  any  com- 
plaints of  him  at  all. 

Q.  Is  he  regarded  as  a  respectable  man  f — A.  So  far  as  I  know  he  is. 

Q.  The  Independent  candidate  for  treasurer  was  Fayette  Haley.  Do 
you  know  himt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  t — A.  For  several  years. 

Q.  Was  he  formerly  a  Democrat! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  regarded  as  a  respectable  man  when  he  was  a  Democrat  t 
— A.  I  regarded  him  so ;  I  have  not  heard  any  expression  of  opinion 
from  other  people.  ^ 

Q.  The  Independent  candidate  for  assessor  was  F.  E.  J.  Terry  j  yoo 
know  him  t— A.  Very  well. 

Q.  Have  you  known  him  for  several  years  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  he  formerly  a  Democrat  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
was  or  not. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  he  is  regarded  as  a  respectable  man  in  the 
oommnnity. — A.  I  never  heard  bat  one  complaint  of  Mr.  Terry,  and 
that  is  his  drinking  and  dissipation,  bnt  the  family  is  a  very  respectable 
family. 

Q.  The  candidate  for  coroner  and  ranger  on  the  Independent  ticket 
was  T.  D.  Akin ;  you  were  acquainted  with  him t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have 
known  him  for  several  years. 

Q.  Was  he  formerly  a  Democrat  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  regarded  as  respectable  while  he  was  a  Democrat  t — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Is  he  still  regarded  as  respectable  t — ^A.  I  think  so;  I  know 
nothing  against  him. 

Q.  It  appears,  in  your  opinion,  then,  that  all  the  candidates  on  the 
Bepablican  ticket  last  fall  were  respectable  raenf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  state 
that,  as  individaals,  I  consider  them  so. 

Q.  Yon  can  state  whether  or  not  they  generally  belonged  to  respect- 
able families  in  the  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  they  did. 

Q.  You  stated  that  Mr.  Burnet's  reputation  for  truth  was  not  very 
good? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  not  with  me,  it  is  not,  and  so  far  as  I  have  heard 
expressions  recently,  it  is  not. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  any  expression  on  the  subject — ^before  or 
after  the  difficulty  of  last  fall  t — A.  I  would  not  undertake  to  say  when 
it  was.  I  never  heard  much  about  Mr.  Burnet  at  all  until  after  he 
came  to  Hazlehurst.  My  opinion  was  formed  of  his  conduct  there.  I 
have  occasionally  heard  expressions  that  you  would  hear  in  a  commu- 
nity.   I  do  not  know  when  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  in  that 
community  was  prior  to  the  difficulties  of  last  fallt — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  I  do 
not  know  that  I  do.    I  never  heard  much  said  about  it. 

Q.  Who  were  the  Eepublican  or  Independent  candidates  for  super- 
visors last  fallf — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect.  In  the  district  I  live  in  Captain 
Lowe  was  the  candidate. 

Q.  Do  you  know  A.  B.  Lowet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  the  Independent  candidate  for  supervisor  there  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  formerly  a  Democrat  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Q.  Is  he  regarded  as  a  respectable  man  in  the  community  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  he  has  been. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that;  when  did  he  cease  to  bef — ^A.  I  do 
not  know  that  he  has. 

Q.  You  still  think  that  he  is  a  respectable  manf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
so.    He  is  recognized  in  the  community  and  treated  so. 

Q.  Was  he  at  one  time  sheriff  of  the  county  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  which  party  was  he  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  f — A.  I  do 
not  know  when  he  was  elected.  If  the  parties  wei-e  divided  he  was 
elected  as  a  Democrat,  I  think. 

Q.  He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  sheriff  and  elected  as  such  f — 
A.  I  do  not  recoUect  whether  he  was  nominated  or  not.  After  the  war 
we  had  different  ways.  Sometimes  we  had  primary  elections  and  some- 
times conventions.    I  do  not  recollect  which  way  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  John  Terry, of  Crystal  Springs! — ^Yes,  sir;  very 
well.  ^ 

Q.  I  understand  that  he  was  one  of  the  Independent  candidates  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


840  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAQES  IN  MIS8I8SIPPL 

supervisor  last  Ml  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  not  in  our  district,  bat  I  believe 
be  was. 

Q.  Was  he  formerly  a  Democrat  t — ^A.  I  think  he  acted  wiUi  the 
Democratic  party;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  considered  as  respectable  while  he  acted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic  party  f — A.  He  always  has  been. 

Q.  Is  he  still  considered  a  respectable  man  t — A.  I  do  not  know  the 
expressions  up  there,  but  he  is  with  me. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know  what  his  reputation  i&  is  it  good  or  nott— A 
Tes,  sir.  I  heard  complaints  of  his  old  frieDds — at  least,  I  heard  of 
complaints  by  his  old  friends  of  his  loaning  himself  to  that  party  and 
allowing  himself  to  be  run. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  complaintf — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  the  man  well, 
and  I  think  he  is  above  reproach  in  every  particular;  there  is  no  better 
man  in  the  county. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Anderson  McGrew,  a  colored  man,  residing  in  beat 
4 1 — ^A.  Ko,  sir ;  I  know  the  name  but  do  not  know  the  man. 

Q.  He  was  Independent  candidate  for  supervisor  in  beat  4, 1  am  tdd 
Did  you  ever  hear  anything  against  him  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Henry  Crumf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  I  do;  very 
slightly,  though. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  reputation  is  as  a  respectable  citizen  t— A. 
I  never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  He  was  Independent  candidate  for  justice  of  the  peace  at  Gall- 
man  t — ^A.  I  think  so.    I  know  the  man  and  that  is  about  all  I  do  know. 

BowAN  B.  BiALS  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbubt: 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  an  interview  published  with  Mr.  Bur- 
net in  a  paper  in  which  you  were  referred  tot— Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  statement  contained  in  that  interview  In  reference 
to  yourself  f — A.  I  believe  he  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter,  on 
the  8th  of  January,  from  Hazlehurst.  stating  about  this  shooting  mat- 
ter, and  that  it  was  Democrats  who  aid  it.  I  forget  the  words.  I  did 
not  read  it  but  once. 

Q.  In  that  letter  was  it  represented  that  you  were  a  Republican  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  stated  in  there  that  I  was  a  Republican. 

Q.  And  that  the  difficulty  in  your  case  was  that  you  were  assaulted 
by  Democrats  because  you  were  a  Republican  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Republican t— A.  No,  sir;  opJy  as  to  Mr.  Matthews;  I 
voted  for  him. 

Q.  Had  the  difficulty  which  you  had  at  that  time,  and  to  which  refa*- 
ence  was  made  in  that  letter,  anything  whatever  to  do  with  politest— 
A.  No,  sir  I  it  was  just  a  drinking  row.    He  was  drunk  and  so  was  1. 

Q.  Nothing  to  do  with  politics  whatever!— A.  No,  sir;  nothing  to 
do  with  politics.    Politics  was  not  mentioned. 

Q.  Did  you  belong  to  the  Democratic  club  up  there t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
did  not.  I  always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  except  as  to  Mr.  Mat- 
thews, and  that  barred  me. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  in  an  interview  <rf  Mr.  Burnetts  you  saw  some 
letter  published  f — ^A.  It  was  an  interview  with  a  Washington  reporter— 
I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Was  not  the  interview  simply  a  statement  of  what  was  said  in 
some  letter  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know.    I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  it   1 
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was  walking  along  and  some  fellow  said,  <<  Why,  I  did  not  know  yoa 
were  a  Bepablican  before.  Here  is  Barnet  writing  about  yoa."  I  said, 
"Oh, well  let  it  go;'^  and  he  said  **Aint  you  going  to  answer  itt"  and  I 
said,  <^No;  let  it  stand  the  way  it  is;  I  do  not  care  anything  about  it 
one  way  or  the  other.'' 

Q.  You  say  you  were  not  absolutely  confined  to  voting  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  there.  Where  the  Bepublicans  put  up  an  exceptionally 
good  man  you  voted  for  himt — ^A.  Well,  I  voted  for  Mr.  Matthews,  if 
he  was  a  good  man;  he  was  to  me. 

Q.  Yoa  regarded  Mr.  Matthews  as  a  good  man  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  kind-hearted  manf — ^A.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  had  a 
dollar  too  good  for  anybody  if  they  wanted  it. 

Q.  Pull  of  generosity,  was  he  nott — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  an  intelligent,  aotive,  business  manf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  An  able  merchant  f — A.  I  do  not  know  much  about  that.  I  do 
not  think  he  was  much  of  a  merchant. 

Q.  Was  he  not  a  merchant? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Mr.  Burnet  gave  publicity  in  some  shape  to  state- 
ments that  this  man  had  been  assaulted  because  of  his  politics — ^had 
been  assaulted  by  Democrats.  I  have  not  seen  it,  but  I  have  been  so  in- 
formed, and  I  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  such  a  statement  in  the  papers, 
and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  t^is  man  had  never  been  as- 
mlted  because  he  was  a  Republican. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q.  Were  you  shot  or  shot  atf — ^A.  I  was  shot  at. 

Q.  Who  shot  at  you  t — A.  There  were  stated  to  be  two. 

Q.  Who  aotoally  shot  at  you  f — A.  H.  B.  Penn. 

Q.  Was  he  the  man  who  served  the  resolution  on  Mr.  Matthews  t — 
A.  I  do  not  know  as  he  did. 

Q.  Do  you  not  understand  he  is  the  man  who  served  that  resolution  t— 
A.  Ko,  sir;  I  think  Mr.  McLemore  served  that. 

Q.  The  resolution  on  Bas.  Matthews  t — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that ; 
that  was  down  in  beat  tliree. 

Q.  Yon  have  no  information  with  regard  to  thatt — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 
Q.  The  assault  upon  you  then  did  not  arise  out  of  politiost— A.  Thera 
was  not  a  word  said  about  politics  in  any  way. 
Q.  It  was  just  a  drunken  row  t— »A.  Yes,  sir. 

N.  B.  SmTH  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  JoNAS: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  t — Answer.  At  Learned,  Hinds  Oounty» 
HissiBsippi. 

Q.  Were  you  raised  in  Hinds  County  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  since  I  was  seven 
years  old. 

Q.  Do  you  know  A.  W.  Burnet f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  known  him 
from  infancy  almost. 

Q.  Baised  in  the  same  county  and  neigborhoodf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  and  reputation  of  Mr.  Burnet  in  the 
conununity  in  which  he  was  raised! 

The  Witness.  Politically! 

Mr.  Jonas.  Ko;  I  am  not  speaking  politically;  morally  and  person- 
ally.—A.  Well,  it  was  never  considered  good  since  he  has  become  a  man. 
^  Q.  You  have  known  him  since  he  became  a  man  t — ^A.  Yes,^ir:  ever 
since  we  were  boys.  Digitized  by  vjOOgTC 


342  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN  HIS8IS8IPPL 

Q.  He  lived  several  years  in  Hinds  County  after  lie  became  a.maii9 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  county  adjoins  Oopiah  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  known  him  since  he  has  been  in  Ck>piah  Ck>unty  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  reputation  is  for  truth  and  veracity  among 
the  people  there  t — A.  It  was  not  considered  good. 

Q.  Would  he  be  believed  on  oath  or  otherwise  in  any  statement  he 
might  make  about  matters,  in  which  he  was  interested,  among  the  people 
who  have  known  him  from  childhood  f — A.  I  have  neard  parties  say, 
judging  fix>m  his  own  actions,  that  they  would  not  believe  him  on  oatb. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  about  itf — ^A.  It  would  be  altogether 
owing  to  how  far  he  was  interested  in  the  matter. 

Q.  Would  you  believe  him  upon  oath  upon  a  matter  in  which  he  had 
an  interest  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  believe  him  upon  oath  upon  a  matter  in  which  he 
was  prejudiced  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  many  of  your  neighbors  share  your  opinion  t — A.  I  have 
he^  several  of  them  speak  of  it. 

Q.  And  express  the  same  opinion  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  had  any 
dealings  with  him  much,  and  I  have  formed  my  opinion  more  finom 
what  I  have  heard  other  people  s&y. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  You  say  his  reputation  was  good  until  he  grew  to  manhood  f— A. 
Yes,  sir :  so  fieur  as  I  know,  as  a  boy  it  was  very  good.  He  came  of 
a  good  family. 

Q.  And  his  reputation  was  good  until  he  reached  manhood  t — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  far  from  him  did  you  livef — ^A.  My  plantation  and  his  father's 
are  about  6  or  8  miles  apart. 

Q.  You  knew  him  as  a  boyf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  known  him  for 
twenty  years  or  more. 

Q.  When  he  became  a  man  did  he  become  a  Republican  f — ^A.  No,  sir; 
he  was  what  some  people  term  a  hot-headed  Democrat,  in  our  county,  in 
1875, 1876,  and  1877. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  against  his  truth  and  veracity  until 
he  became  a  Republican  t — A.  No;  I  never  heard  it  till  after  that  I 
heard  of  things  that  transpired  Defore  he  became  a  Republic^],  bnt  I 
never  heard  of  it  until  afterwards.    ' 

Q.  But  so  far  as  you  know  his  reputation  was  good  until  he  became 
a  Republican t — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  I  knew, 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Burnet  canvass  the  county  in  1879  for  his  fotherf— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  his  father  not  run  ahead  of  the  ticket t — A.  I  believe  he  did. 

Q.  Was  that  not  due  a  great  deal  to  the  popularity  of  his  son!— A 
No,  sir;  I  think  he  injured  his  father.  I  think  he  would  have  got  more 
votes  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  son.    His  father  stands  well. 

Q.  Is  his  father  a  Republican f-r-A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  claims 
to  have  any  politics.  I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  was  an  old-time 
Whig  before  the  war,  I  think,  and  he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
IMurty  until  he  became  soreheaded  and  launched  off. 

Q.  Mr.  Burnet  has  been  an  active  Republican,  has  he  notf— -A.  I  do 
not  know  that  he  was  ever  a  Republican. 

Q.  Well,  active  against  the  Democratic  party  f-pA.  He  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party  until  he  aspired  to  office  and  was  defeated, 
and  then  he  went  over  to  the  other  side.  ,    ^^^i^ 
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Q.  Political  excitement  has  ran  pretty  high  in  Gopiah  County  of  late 
years f— A.  Yes,  sir;  in  both  Hinds  and  Oopiah  Ooanties. 

Q.  And  persons  who  would  shoot  negroes  or  run  them  off  or  commit 
sach  offenses  as  have  been  charged  here,  whether  they  existed  or  not. 
would  be  hkely  to  misrepresent  decent  men's  personal  characters,  would 
they  Dotf— A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Q.  You  think  a  man  who  would  commit  murder  would  not  necessaril;" 
attack  a  man's  reputation,  or  have  a  feeling  which  would  make  him  pr^u^ 
diced  against  a  man's  reputation  who  was  opposed  to  him  politically  f— 
A  I  do  not  understand  the  question. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  you  do  not  think  persons  so  excited  as  to  commit  the 
offenses  described,  would  be  so  excited  by  their  feelings  as  to  form  an 
nnjiist  judgment  of  the  character  of  a  person  to  whom  they  were  opposed 
politically  t— A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

By  Mr.  JoNAS : 

Q.  Did  any  of  these  persons  whom  you  heard  express  an  unfavorable 
opinion  of  Mr.  Burnetts  character  ever  commit  murder  f — ^A.  Oh,  no, 
sir. 

Q.  Were  they  persons  of  bad  character  who  were  committing  out- 
rages!—A.  No,  sir ;  they  were  men  of  very  high  standing. 

Q.  And  good  citizens  f— A.  Yes,  si^. 

Q.  People  who  were  friendly  with  Mr.  Burnet's  father  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
Bocially  they  were. 

Q.  And  were  his  neighbors  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Gahebon: 

Q.  Were  they  all  Democrats  t — ^A.  I  cannot  say  that  they  were  all 
Democrats. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  the  Bepublicans  or  the  Independents  whom  you 
heard  make  that  statement! — ^A.  Oh,  I  heard  several  Which  do  you 
mean,  politically  f 

Q.  No,  not  politicially  at  all;  we  are  not  talking  about  political  repu- 
tation. You  say  that  you  have  heard  several  persons  state  that  Mr. 
Barnet's  reputation  in  that  community  for  truth  and  veracity  was 
bad  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  give  the  names  of  those  whom  you  ever  heard  make  that 
statement  f — A.  I  can  give  you  some  of  them ;  I  do  not  hesitate  to  do  it. 

Q.  I  supposed,  of  course,  you  would  not  hesitate. — A.  I  heard  Mr. 
Calvin  Wells,  a  lawyer,  make  it. 

Q.  When  did  you  hear  him  make  the  statement  t — A.  It  has  been 
two  or  three  years  ago. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  f — ^A.  He  was  speaking  about  some  law-suit  that 
Bomet  had  up  there  in  the  courts. 

Q.  A  law-suit  with  whomt — A.  With  a  party,  I  believe,  in  New  Or- 
leans, and  there  was  a  note  in  it  where  Mr.  Burnet  denied  the  signa- 
ture, and  said  he  did  not  sign  it,  and  they  proved  that  he  did  sign  it. 

Q.  Was  not  this  Mr.  Burnet  merely  the  attorney  in  the  casef — A.  I 
do  not  know.  That  is  all  I  heard  of  it.  They  proved  his  signature  was 
to  the  note,  and  he  denied  signing  it. 

Q.  Tou  swear  that  they  proved  that  A.  W.  Burnet's  name  was  to  the 
note,  do  yout — A.  No;  I  am  only  telling  now  what  I  heard.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  of  it  was  so,  really. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  this  man  Wells  was  in  a  Democratic  mob 
np  there  who  hung  two  negroes  f 

The  WiTNBSS.«Up  in  Hinds  County. 

Mi.  Oamebon.  Yes. 
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A.  Yea,  I  heard  that  Mr.  Wells  was  Id  it — ^no,  not  in  a  Democratic 
mob. 

Q.  A  mob  of  law-abiding  and  respectable  white  citizens,  then  f — ^A. 
It  was  a  mob  composed  of  both  white  and  black.  It  oocorred  within 
a  mile  of  my  town. 

Q,  Mr.  Wells  was  in  that  mobf — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  yon  or  not  understand  that  he  wasf— A.  My  nnderstandinR  is 
that  Mr.  Wells  was  not  there.  He  was  at  the  preliminary  examination 
before  the  justice  of  the  peace  that  evening  and  came  to  town  and  took 
the  train  and  went  home  that  night  at  seven  o'clock,  and  the  mob  took 
pla^se  at  nine,  and  he  was  not  there. 

Q.  What  other  person  have  you  heard  state  that  Mr.  Burnet's  repu- 
tation for  truth  is  not  goodf — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  In  speaking  of  Bur- 
net up  there  all  the  time  we  were  discussing  politics,  and  you  nay  3'ou 
do  not  want  it  politically;  you  want  it  otherwise,  and  1  think  the  whole 
of  it,  the  most  of  it,  is  politically. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  About  that  mob  in  Hinds  County  that  hung  two  negroes.  You 
say  it  was  composed  about  equally  of  whites  and  blacks  f — A.  The  blacks 
predominated. 

Q.  What  were  they  hung  fori— A.  For  robbing  the  grave  and  taking 
up  the  bones  of  a  lady  there. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  political  about  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  nothing  at  alL 

Q.  And  the  blacks  predominated  in  the  mobf — A.  That  is  what  they 
said,  and  there  were  about  300  in  the  mob,  and  of  that  nnmber  at  least 
200,  they  said,  were  blacks. 

Q.  That  did  not  occur  during  election  time  f — A.  No,  sir;  that  occurred 
since  the  election. 

Q.  It  was  a  case  of  Lynch  law! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  subcommittee  then  adjourned  until  Saturday  morning,  February 
23,1884. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  Saturday,  February  23, 1884. 
The  subcommittee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present,  Messrs. 
Hoar  (chairman),  Cameron,  Frye,  Saulsbury.  and  Jonas. 
The  examination  of  witnesses  was  resumed,  as  follows : 

Fbakk  Hates  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  livef — Answer.  In  Gopiah  Ooonty. 

Q.  What  part  of  it  t— A.  In  beat  3. 

Q.  What  family  have  you  f — ^A.  None  but  me  and  my  wife. 

Q.  Were  you  living  th^:e  just  before  the  last  election f — A.  Yes, sir; 
I  have  been  there  five  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  placet — A.  At  Mr.  Speucei's  Mill. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  visit  you  before  election  f^  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  night  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Armed  men  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mounted  men  t — A.  I  reckon  so.    I  do  not  know  how  maoy  of 
them  there  was  that  came  there  in  the  night. 

Q.  Were  there  a  good  many  of  them  t — ^A.  I  do  not^ow.    It  was  in 
the  lark  and  I  didn^  see  them. 
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Q.  Tell  me  just  what  happened,  and  when  it  was. — A.  Tt  was  about 
the  3d  of  November ;  it  ^as  the  third  day  before  the  election. 

Q.  What  happened  f— A.  They  came  there  and  broke  my  doom  open 
and  broke  in  the  honse. 

Q.  What  did  you  do! — A.  While  they  were  breaking  open  the  door 
I  got  up  in  the  loft. 

Q.  What  did  they  dot — A.  They  broke  open  the  door  and  came  in 
the  houae  and  shot  twice  in  there. 

Q.  Shot  twice  in  the  house  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  shoot  anybody!— A.  They  shot  my  wife. 

Q.  Where  did  they  shoot  hert — ^A.  They  shot  her  right  on  the 
should^  here. 

Q.  What  next  took  place  f — A.  Then  after  they  went  out  of  the  house, 
I  came  out  of  the  loft  and  ran  out  of  doors,  and  they  shot  me.  I  jumped 
off  the  end  of  the  gallery  and  ran  down  on  tbe  ground,  aad  they  shot 
me  in  the  leg  and  broke  it. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  fired  at  youf — ^A.  I  believe  there  was  two 

Q.  How  many  men  did  yon  see  around  there  then  t — ^A.  It  was  in 
the  dark.    I  could  not  see  them. 

Q.  A  good  many  f — ^A.  I  could  not  say  how  many  was  there.  It  was 
dark. 

Q.  What  became  of  you  thent — A.  I  was  laid  out  there  on  the  ground. 
After  they  all  went  off  I  dragged  myself  up  to  the  gallery. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  any  of  them  to  carry  you  homet — ^A.  I  asked  them 
to  help  me  up.  and  they  did  not  do  it,  One  of  them  said,  ^<That  is 
what  yon  go<Mi  men  get,"  and  he  went  off. 

Q.  How  many  gnns  were  fired  that  night  around  your  house  or  in 
itt—A.  I  don't  recollect  but  five.    They  shot  five  times  there. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  confined  to  the  house  f — ^A.  I  have  been  in 
the  house  now  going  on  four  months. 

Q.  Ton  did  not  go  to  the  election  next  day,  did  youf— A.  No,  sir;  I 
never  voted  at  all  j  I  was  shot. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  you  voted  and  you  said  you  didf— -A.  I  thought  you 
asked  about  the  election  before  that.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  vote  at  the  last 
election. 

Q.  How  long  before  you  got  out  of  the  house  t-*A.  It  was  two  months 
I  was  in  the  house  before  I  got  out. 

Q.  Ton  are  lame  nowt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  lame  now  and  not  able  to 
do  anything.    I  can't  work  any.    I  can  hobble  a  little  on  one  stick. 

Q.  Have  these  men  been  to  see  you  and  help  you  since  f — ^A.  No,  sir; 
there  aint  none  of  them  been  to  see  me. 

Q.  How  long  was  your  wife  laid  up! — A.  Well,  she.ain't  never  been 
^d  np  whoUy ;  she  has  always  been  able  to  do  a  little  something. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  you  were  shot  with,  whether  buckshot  or  bul- 
letsf—A.  Buckshot,  I  think.  The  doctor  said  he  thought  there  was 
one  ballet 

Q.  How  long  did  you  have  a  doctor  f — ^A.  He  came  to  see  me  about 
six  times,  I  reckon. 

Q.  Did  you  send  for  Dr.  Jones  first  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  was  not  the  doc- 
tor I  sent  for.  The  man  I  sent  for  brought  him.  I  didn't  turn  him  off 
after  he  came. 

Q.  Why  t-7-A.  I  thought  he  was  too  scared  to  go  any  further,  and  I 
▼as  glad  to  get  any  doctor  I  could  get  then. 

Q«  You  thought  he  was  scared  to  attend  you  t — ^A.  I  thought  the  man 
I  sent  after  him  i^as  scared  to  go  any  further,  and  so  I  took  him. 
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Q.  Were  the  colored  people  frightened  aroond  in  yoorneigbboihood; 
did  tney  take  to  the  woods  f — A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  Sleep  in  the  woods  f — ^A.  Yes,  sur. 

Q.  Many  of  them  f— -A.  I  do  not  know  whether  so  many  of  them  did 
or  not;  some  of  them  did. 
By  Mr.  Gamebon  : 

Q.  Which  political  party  did  yon  belong  tof — ^A.  I  have  always  beea 
voting  with  tlie  Republican  party. 

Mrs.  Fbank  Hayes  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Question.  Are  you  the  wife  of  the  man  who  has  jost  testified t — ^An- 
swer. Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  shot  previous  to  the  last  election  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  the  shot  strike  you  f — ^A.  Bight  here  [indicating]. 

Q.  In  your  throat  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  one  place. 

Q.  Where  was  another  t — A.  Around  on  my  shoulder* 

Q.  How  many  shot  hit  yout— A..!  do  not  know;  there  were  four 
places. 

,Q.  Tell  me  just  what  took  place  that  night;  how  long  was  it  before 
election  f — A.  I  think  it  was  about  two  days  before  election,  or  three 
days. 

Q.  Was  it  Saturday  night  before  election,  which  was  on  Tuesday  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  me  what  you  know  about  itf — A.  Well,  when  they  came,  we 
were  in  bed,  asleep ;  and  they  had  got  there,  and  we  heard  them  say, 
fifty  men  surrounded  the  house.  They  woke  us  up.  I  didn't  know 
what  it  meant,  but  I  thought  it  meant  something  or  other,  but  we 
didn't  know  who  in  the  world  it  was,  and  it  excited  me.  I  don't  know 
none  of  them. 

Q.  What  did  they  dot — ^A.  They  came  in  and  they  shot. 

Q.  Did  they  break  the  door  in  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  broke  the  door  id. 

Q.  How  many  shott — A.  I  don't  know  how  many  shot;  but  they 
shot  in  there  two  or  three  times  to  my  remembrance. 

Q.  Did  they  hit  you  then  t— -A.  They  shot  me  in  the  house  therei  but 
I  don't  remember  when  they  did  shoot  me. 

Q.  How  many  came  into  the  house  t — ^A.  There  was  three  in  tiiere  to 
my  knowing  when  the  shooting  was. 

Q.  In  your  room  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  were  around  the  house  t — ^A.  They  said  there  w^e  fifty 
men. 

Q.  Were  there  a  good  many  f — A.  It  looked  like  there  were. 

Q*  Did  they  have  gnus  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  took  place  after  they  shot  yout — A.  When  they  shot  me 
my  husband  he  was  up  in  the  loft,  and  he  ran  out  of  the  loft  and  started 
out,  and  they  shot  him.  I  commenced  hollering;  I  thought  they  was 
going  to  kill  him ;  and  they  told  me,  one  did,  if  I  didn't  stop  he  would 
shoot  me;  and  then  he  went  off. 

Q.  Did  they  come  around  to  your  house  any  time  since  that  t— A.  Not 
to  my  knowing. 

Q.  Had  yon  heard  these  men  firing  around  in  that  part  of  the  coon- 
try  before  that  night t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  them  shooting,  hot  I 
thought  it  was  just  the  speakings.  I  didn't  know  it  was  anything  like 
that. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  they  were  shooting  men  and  women  t-* A  So» 
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Pebbt  B.  King  sworn  and  ^amined. 
By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet — Answer.  I  live  in  Copiah  Gonnly. 

Q.  At  Hazlehnrstf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  draggistf — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  The  partner  of  Mayor  Williamsop  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  Monday  night  before  election  was  Major  Barksdale  there  in 
Hazlehnrstf — ^A.  I  tiiink  he  was. 

Q.  The  man  who  is  now  member  of  Congress  from  that  district  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  him  making  a  speech  that  night  t— A.  Not  that 
night:  no,  sir;  not  at  night. 

Q.  That  afternoon  t— A.  In  the  afternoon  I  heard  part  of  his  speech 
—just  the  winding  up  of  it. 

Q.  Where  was  the  speech  you  heard;  where  was  he  standing f — A. 
In  front  of  the  court-house,  up  on  the  veranda. 

Q.  Where  was  the  crowd  f — ^A.  Down  in  front,  on  the  street. 

Q.  Were  they  mounted  and  armed  f — A.  Most  of  them  were. 

Q.  Was  it  tjie  same  crowd  that  had  been  perambulating  the  streets! 
—A  Yes,  sir. . 

Q.  Armed  with  gunsf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them;  not  all. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  a  noise  over  there,  or  see  the  crowd — ^you  went  over 
there,  I  understand f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  was  down  at  the  store  when  the 
epeedi  was  at  the  court-hoase,  and  heard  Major  Barksdale  making  a 
speech.  I  didn't  know  that  he  was  in  town  until  then,  and  I  went  up 
there  to  hear  it.  I  was  there  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  he  was 
aboat  through  when  I  got  there. 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  a  man  in  the  crowd  say  to  him,  and  what  did 
Mr.  Barksdale  say  in  reply  t — A.  I  heard  a  man  tell  him  that  he 
wanted  them  to  give  these  independents,  and  fellows  that  called  them- 
selves Independents  (I  don't  know  that  those  were  his  exact  words), 
warning  that  if  they  had  to  come  back  there  two  years  from  that  time 
they  would  have  meat. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Barksdale  say  in  reply  to  that! — A.  He  sort  of 
halted,  like  he  didn't  know  what  to  do;  it  threw  him  off  his  balance. 
Bat  he  answered  that  by  saying  to  get  theilr  meat  to-morrow  and  carry 
the  election,  so  help  them  G^;  that  is  the  way  he  wound  up  his 
speech. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Burnet,  who  sits  heref — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  himf— A.  I  have  been  personally 
acquainted  with  Burnet,  I  guess,  two  years. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  his  integrity  or  veracity  called  into  question  f — 
A.  Well,  I  have  heard  a  right  smart  said  about  it  since  all  this  political 
troable  got  up,  but  never  before. 

Q.  80  far  as  you  know,  was  he  a  good  citizen  and  an  honest  mant — 
A.  So  far  as  I  know  personally«he  was.  I  never  heard  anything  to  the 
contrary. 

Q.  He  belonged  to  a  good  family,  did  he  nott — ^A.  I  don't  know  any- 
thing about  his  family. 

Q.  What  is  youi*  politics  f — ^A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Did  M%jor  Barksdale  make  another  speech  in  the  eveningt — ^A.  I 
am  told  that  he  did  at  night,  but  I  did  not  hear  him. 

Q.  In  the  court-house  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  Was  that  remark  that  you  heard  Major  Barksdale  make  a  part 
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of  his  speech,  or  a  remark  made  in  answer  to  the  i^erson  who  addressed 
hiinf — ^A.  I  could  not  tell  you  whether  it  was  directed  to  the  party  or 
to  the  audience;  I  could  not  tell  which.  He  just  remarked  it  in  the 
same  tone  that  he  did  when  he  was  speaking. 

Q.  Had  he  quit  the  stand  thenf — A.  Yes,  sir no,  he  hadn't;  he 

was  just  on  the  eve  of  quitting. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  made  that  remark  to  himt — ^A.  I  think  it  was  tf 
man  named  Brown. 

Q.  What  Brown! — ^A.  I  think  it  was  Edwin  E.  Brown. 

By  Mr.  Pbyb: 

Q.  A  Democrat! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  is. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Who  did  he  address  his  remark  to,  Major  Barksdale  or  the 
crowd! — A.  I  think  it  was  to  Barksdale.  He  said,  "I  want  you  to 
give  these  people  warning,"  and  Major  Barksdale  made  the  answer  in 
reply  to  it. 

Q.  You  say  you  had  a  very  good  opinion  of  Burnet  What  was  Us 
general  reputation  in  the  community! — A.  I  say  £  never  heard  any- 
thing said  about  it,  of  his  being  anything  but  a  gentleman,  at  tiiat 
time.  In  fiebct,  I  do  not  know  much  of  him.  I  have  been  acquainted 
with  him  for  two  years.  I  never  knew  much  of  him  until  aboat  a  year 
ago,  that  is,  personally. 

Q.  Since  you  have  known  him,  within  the  last  year,  has  his  character 
been  good  and  his  standing  good  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives!— 
A.  So  far  as  I  knew,  until  they  got  up  this  trouble  and  newspi^er 
reports,  and  so  on.  I  have  seen  things  published  myselfl  and  heard 
I)eople  speak  of  them,  that,  if  he  said  them,  I  do  not  think  it  is  ao;  bat 
whether  he  ever  said  them  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  what  purported  to  be  interviews  with  him  in  the 
city  of  Washington  published! — ^A.  It  seems  to  me  I  have  seen  one. 

Q.  You  have  read  one  interview! — ^A.  Well,  not  more  than  one. 

Q.  An  interview  published  in  the  National  Bepublican,  in  Washing- 
ton.  Have  you  seen  that  copied  in  other  papers!— -A.  I  do  not  re- 
member what  paper  it  was  in. 

Mr.  Fbye  (to  Mr.  Jonas).-  Do  you  refer  to  any  particolar  interview! 
I  understand  there  are  two  interviews  published,  one  of  which  Mr.  Bur- 
net says  is  true  and  the  other  one  he  says  he  never  had.  Can  you  dis- 
tinguish between  the  two! 

Mr.  Jonas.  There  has  been  only  one  introduced  in  evidence  here ; 
the  one  that  he  acknowledges  is  true.  [To  the  witness.!  You  do  not 
allnde  to  the  one  which  was  in  reference  to  a  letter  whicn  he  turned 
over  to  the  editor  of  the  paper  ! 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  say  that  I  saw  anything  of  that  nature. 

Q.  You  allude  to  the  one  which  made  a  general  statement  as  to  the 
occurrences  in  Copiah  County  prior  to  04  about  the  time  of  the  election  ! 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  statements  in  that  interview,  so  far  as  your  knowledge 
extends,  true  or  false ! — ^A.  I  could  not  say,  because  I  did  not  know 
much  about  it. 

The  Chai&man.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  suggestion  which  will 
embarrass  you,  Mr.  Jonas,  but  it  strikes  me  that  as  that  paper  is  here 
at  your  service,  without  holding  to  strict  rules,  it  would  be  well  if  jcm 
would  call  attention  to  any  statement  in  that  interview  iiiid  inqmre 
whether,  in  regard  to  that  particular  statement,  the  witness  thinks  it  is 
true. 
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Mr.  Jonas.  The  witness  started  to  say  a  fewminates  ago  that  he  had 
seen  certain  things  in  the  papers  which^  if  trae,  woold  affect  his  opinion 
of  Mr.  Burnet. 

The  Witness.  Well,  I  saw  in  his  evidence  in  the  Times-Democrat 
that  he  was  reported  to  have  said  that  he  was  shot  in  Hadehorst  on 
election  day. 

The  Chaibman.  I  would  like  to  state  the  case  and  have  what  I  say 
taken  down  as  a  part  of  these  proceedings.  The  statement  ascribed  to 
Mr.  Burnet  that  he  was  shot  on  election  day  occurs  in  a  report  in 
one  ci  the  papers  of  the  testimony  before  this  committee,  I  do  not  re- 
member which  one;  but  by  some  accident^  probably  in  transcribing  his 
liotes  or  writing  them  out,  the  reporter  made  Mr.  Burnet  say  that  he 
was  shot  on  election  day,  when  in  fact,  as  we  all  know — all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee— Mr.  Burnet's  testimony  was  that  he  was  shot 
two  or  three  weeks  before  election  day. 

Mr.  Fbys.  On  Uie  6th  of  September,  several  weeks  before. 

The  Chairman.  So  that  I  would  suggest  to  yon,  is  it  worth  while  to 
call  witnesses  to  prove  that  Burnet  must  have  told  a  Msehood  because 
of  that  slip  in  that  report  f 

Mr.  Jonas.  I  do  not  wish  to  have  such  an  imputation  laid  upon  me^ 
and  therefore  I  will  state,  first,  that  I  did  not  call  the  witness j  second, 
when  it  was  stated  that  he  had  been  shot  on  election  day,  1  took  the 
initiative  before  you  said  a  word,  and  asked  if  that  was  not  a  mistake. 
So  that  I  am  not  trying  to  get  a  statement  of  that  kind  firom  the  witness. 

The  Chatuman.  That  is  perfectly  true  and  I  should  not  have  indi- 
cated that.  But  there  have  been  one  or  two  witnesses  who  have  been 
called  who  have  said  that  Burnet  must  have  told  a  fSeJsehood  if  certain 
things  attributed  to  him  in  the  papers  were  true,  and  specified  that  as 
their  instance.  Although  it  is  true  there  has  been  no  proposition  about 
that  by  this  witness,  it  has  been  done  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Jonas.  I  told  the  witness  that  that  was  a  mistake  immediately. 
[To  the  witness.]  Did  you  see  any  other  statement  t— -A.  That  is  the 
only  one  I  remember  to  have  read.  The  county  paper  there  is  the  only 
paper  I  get.    I  do  not  read  much  except  that  and  tiie  Times-DemocraL 

J.  H.  HuBD  sworn  and  exanuned. 
ByMr.  Prtb: 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live  t— Answer.  I  am  living  here  in  New 
Orleans. 

Q.  Ton  were  subpoenaed  here  in  townf — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  this  city. 

Q.  Did  you  formerly  live  in  Oopiah  County  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  up  there  at  or  near  the  last  election  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
went  np  there  from  here  about  a  week  or  so  before  the  election.  I  came 
down  here  and  staid  about  four  days  and  went  back. 

Q.  What  day  did  you  go  back  lastf — A.  I  don't  remember  exactly. 

Q.  Were  you  there  on  election  dayf  — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  Vou  there  the  day  Mr.  Matthews  was  shot  t — ^A.  I  was  in 
Goniah  Ck>unty,  but  not  in  Hazlehurst  until  that  night. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  Monday,  the  day  before  the  election  f — ^A.  In 
Crystal  Springs. 

Q.  State  what  took  place,  so  £Eur  as  you  were  concerned,  and  what 
knowledge  you  have  of  what  was  going  on  there. 

The  Witness.  What  took  place  in  Crystal  Springs  f 

Mr.  Prtb.  Yes. 

A.  Well,  on  Monday  while  I  was  in  Crystal  Springs  there  were  three 
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or  four  came  to  me  and  wanted  me  to  go  with  them  on  the  night  before 
the  election,  on  Monday  night,  down  to  Georgetown,  or  Brown's  Store 
beat. 

Q.  Were  they  Democrats  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  Democrat^.  I 
objected  to  it,  for  I  found  ont  what  they  wanted  to  go  for;  I  would 
not  go. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  they  were  going  fort — ^A.  To  take  some  tickets 
away  from  some  leading  negroes  down  there  by  the  store* 

Q.  You  refnsed  to  got — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  came  to  me  twice;  they 
came  to  me  on  Saturday,  and  on  Monday  again. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  on  Saturday  what  they  wanted  you  to  dot— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  went  on  their  mission  to  get  the  tick- 
ets away  fix>m  the  colored  men  t — A.  I  was  only  told  so  by  one  of  the 
party. 

Q.  Did  you  see  one  of  the  party  next  morning t— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw 
him  the  day  of  the  election. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  t — A.  He  told  me  that  he  went  and  that  he  had 
a  pretty  rough  time  of  it  he  said. 

Q.  Did  he  have  blood  on  his  hands  t — A.  He  had  it  on  his  shirt,  on 
his  bosom.    He  unbuttoned  his  coat  and  vest. 

Q.  Where  did  he  say  that  the  blood  came  fromt — ^A.  It  came  oflf  a 
negro  by  the  name  of  Mose  Smith.  I  am  not  sure  the  negroes  name  is 
Mose  Smith,  because  he  has  changed  his  name  once  or  twice  since  the 
war;  but  his  name  is  Mose,  and  I  think  he  goes  by  the  name  of  Jioee 
Smith. 

Q.  He  said  the  blood  came  from  Mose  Smith  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  they  did  out  there  t — A.  He  said  they  w«it 
to  Orange  Catchings  and  asked  Orange  for  the  tickets  that  he  brought 
out  fh>m  Hazlehurst,  and  Orange  told  him.  he  first  said  that  he  had 
not  got  any,  and  then  he  said  that  he  had  given  them  to  Mose,  and 
they  taken  Orange  up  behind  them  and  carried  him  over  to  Mose,  and 
when  he  asked  Mose  about  it  he  denied  it  and  put  his  hand-in  the  pocket 
of  his  overcoat  on  his  pistol,  as  he  supposed,  and  then  he  knocked  him 
down  with  a  navy  six.    That  is  what  he  tola  me. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  many  were  in  that  crowd  that  went  around 
for  tickets  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  didn't  tell  me  how  many,  but  he  mentioned 
several  names. 

Q.  Were  you  there  after  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed,  in  Hazlehurstt— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  there  that  night  and  the  next  day  untU  the  train 
went  up  to  Crystal  Springs. 

Q.  Did  you  express  any  opinion  about  the  murder  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Such  as  whatt — ^A.  I  was  in  Mr.  Hogg's  grocery  and  confectionery 
store  and  I  asked  Hogg,  I  said  I  can't  find  out  what  Matthews  was 
killed  for;  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  what  Wheeler  killed  him  for,  and 
he  said  there  were  no  hard  feelings  between  Matthews  and  Wheeler. 
1  think  he  said  two  weeks  before  the  election  Wheeler  and  his  brother 
were  staying  on  his  place  and  were  talking  about  Matthews  and  Hargrave, 
and  he  said  that  Jack  Wheeler,  I  think  it  was,  had  gone  to  Hargrave 
to  borrow  some  money  and  he  had  refused,  and  that  he  had  gone  to  Mat- 
thews and  got  the  money;  and  he  went  on  to  state  that  he  had  pledged 
himself  to  beat  3  to  kill  Matthews.  Mr.  Hogg  told  me  himself  bdbre 
the  crowd  that  was  in  there,  that  he  said  he  had  nothing  against 
Matthews,  but  he  had  pledged  himself  to  beat  3  to  kill  him,  and  he 
had  done  it,  and  was  not  ashamed  of  it. 
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Q.  Tbat  is  what  Wheeler  saidt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  Hogg  told  me  what 
Wheder  said. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Hogg  f — ^A.  He  used  to  be  a  Bepablican.  I  think  he 
i&  a  Democrat. 

Q.  What  did  yon  say  t — ^A.  I  told  him  if  that  was  the  case  it  was  cold* 
blooded  morder  if  there  were  no  hard  feelings  between  them,  and 
he  had  only  pledged  himself  to  beat  3,  and  that  I  did  not  think  Bas 
had  the  heart  to  do  sach  a  thing.  After  I  staid  in  there  a  few  minates 
I  started  towards  the  depot  and  got  about  half  way,  and  a  part  of  this 
crowd,  six  or  eight,  met  me  about  half  way  from  the  depot  to  Hogg's 
grocery,  and  three  of  them  presented  their  pistols  at  me  and  said  I  had 
to  take  back  what  I  had  said.  I  told  them  I  would  under  the  circum- 
staDces. 

Q.  Under  what  circumstances  t — ^A.  The  pistols  cocked  in  my  face 
and  breast;  and  they  said  that  I  had  to  leave  town  tiiat  day.  I  told 
them  so  far  as  leaving  town  was  concerned  I  did  not  know  so  much  about 
that;  that  I  had  some  friends  there  as  well  as  they  had,  and  they  said 
they  would  see  that  I  left. 

Q.  Had  you  said  anything  else,  except  that  this  was  a  cold-blooded 
mniderf — A.  That  was  all  the  remark  I  made. 

Q.  Did  they  refer  to  that  conversation  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  what  they  drew  their  pistols  on  you  for  and  ordered  you  to 
leave  t — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  nnally  promise  them  you  would  leave  t— A.  I  did  not 
promiBe  them  exactly.  I  said  I  would  see  about  that ;  that  I  had  some 
friends  there  as  well  as  they  had.  But  after  I  had  talked  with  one  or 
two  parties  they  told  me  I  had  better  leave,  and  when  I  went  to  Crys- 
tal Springs  I  told  John  Gillespie  and  Barron  that  they  drew  their  pis- 
tols on  me,  and  they  said,  <<  If  you  think  it  is  cold-blooded  murder,  you 
keep  your  mouth  shut,  the  way  times  is  now."  I  says,  "  If  a  man  can't  ex- 
press his  opinion  it  is  a  poor  country.  I  am  going  to  leave  here  in  a 
week  or  so  any  way,  and  then  I  can  say  what  I  please.^' 

Q.  When  did  you  leave,  as  a  matter  of  fact  t— A.  I  left  Crystal 
Springs  about  eight  or  ten  days  after  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  stop  in  Hazlehurst  long,  after  this  conversation  t — A.  No, 
sir :  I  left  there  Uiat  eveniag  on  the  5  o'clock  train. 

Q.  Was  there  a  good  deal  of  excitement  around  Hazlehurst  itself  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  mounted  men  there  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.' 

Q.  Did  you  see  armed  and  mounted  men  around  there  f — A.  I  saw 
them  on  Tuesday  night — ^the  day  of  the  election  and  the  next  day;  they 
were  in  town  until  I  left. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  seef — ^A.  Something  over  100, 1  guess.  There 
were  a  good  many. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  What  is  your  business  or  occupation  f — A.  I  have  been  clerking 
for  Batcliffe,  Beynolds  &  Co. 

Q.  What  business  were  you  in  in  Copiah  County  f — ^A.  I  was  not  in 
any  business  there  then.  My  relatives  all  live  there,  and  I  went  up  to 
see  them. 

Q.  When  you  lived  there,  what  was  your  occupation  f — A.  I  was  a 
&rmer.         ^ 

Q.  Who  was  the  man  who  told  you  about  the  expedition  in  search  of 
Moses  Smith,  the  man  who  had  blood  on  his  shirt  f — ^A.  I  had  rather  not 
give  his  name;  I  had  rather  not  mention  it. 
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Q.  I  want  his  name. — A.  Well,  if  I  have  to  give  his  name  I  want  to 
understand  that  first.  I  do  not  care  a  cent;  I  can  give  his  name.  It 
was  Joe  Grantham. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live! — A.  In  Copiah  Connty. 

Q.  What  part!— A.  When  I  was  there  he  was  living  at  Hopewell 
Church;  within  2  or  3  miles  of  Hopewell  Chnrch. 

Mr.  Fbte.  I  interrogated  this  witness  before  he  was  put  on  the  Btaod. 
He  mentioned  to  me  some  names.  He  told  me  that  he  conld  not  give 
those  names  to  this  committee,  and  asked  me  if  he  would  be  compelled 
to  do  80.  I  told  him  that  if  he  stated  to  the  committee  that,  for  good 
reasons,  he  desired  to  be  excused  from  giving  those  names,  nndoabt 
edly  the  committee  would  excuse  him.  I  simply  want  the  witness  to 
understand  now  that  I  believed  that  to  be  tme,  b^^use  witnesses 
had  been  excused  from  giving  names,  and  to  say  to  the  witness  that  if 
other  names  are  inquired  of  him  I  still  believe  that  he  cannot  be  com- 
pelled to  give  the  names  unless  he  pleases.  I  do  not  want  him  to  think 
that  I  have  led  him  into  a  trap,  in  other  words. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  here  to  conduct  an  iuvestigatioQ 
into  alleged  outrages  which  occurred  in  Copiali  County.  Witoesses  are 
brought  here  to  make  general  statements  implicating  individuals,  and 
without  naming  them  the  implication  of  the  charge  is  against  all  the 
people  of  that  county.  We  claim  that  the  people  of  Copiah  Connty— an 
immense  majority  of  them — are  law-abiding,  good  people.  There  has 
been  no  grand  jnry  held  in  that  connty  and  no  term  of  court  since  this 
occurrence..  We  believe,  and  we  are  assured  by  those  people,  that  any 
man  who  has  violated  the  law  will  be  brought  before  the  grand  joiy 
and  brought  before  the  courts  for  trial.  We  have  a  right  to  isk  that  aU 
these  individuals  who  are  charged  with  crime  shall  be  named,  so  that 
we  can  find  out  who  they  are,  whether  they  are  guilty  or  not,  and  give 
them  a  chance  to  exculpate  themselves  before  this  committee.  We  ob- 
ject and  shall  protest  against  the  slandering  of  a  whole  community 
without  naming  the  particular  individuals  who  have  committed  the 
particular  crimes  of  which  they  are  charged,  and  we  shall  insist  on  the 
name  of  every  man  being  given  to  this  committee  who  is  aecused  of 
having  committed  a  crime  or  outrage  at  this  period. 

The  Chairman.  If  any  witness  is  asked  to  give  a  nam^  or  to  answer 
any  other  question,  and  is  unwilling  to  do  so,  be  will  state  nis  unwilling- 
ness to  the  committee  in  answer  to  the  question.  When  that  statement 
is  made  it  will  be  time  enough  for  the  committee  to  determine  whether 
it  is  possible  that  reasons  may  exist  for  his  not  doing  so.  The  committee 
may  be  of  opinion  that  the  same  spirit  which,  if  the  testimony  we  have 
so  far  heard  be  tme,  resulted  in  the  murder  of  Print  Matthews  and 
of  Wallis  and  the  other  cases  of  violence,  and  which  prompted  the  pre- 
senting  of  three  pistols  at  the  head  of  this  man  simply  becMise  he  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  that  a  certain  act  was  a  cold-blooded  murder — expKSS- 
ing  an  opinion  which  made  Mr.  Saulsbury,  a  member  of  this  committee, 
think  it  was  an  insult  to  him  to  suppose  that  he  would  even  have  one  of 
the  men,  responsible  for  it,  sit  by  his  side — it  is  i>ossible  that  the  commit- 
tee may  hereafter  think  that  that  would  be  a  reason  for  not  ooropelliog 
the  disclosure  of  names ;  that  the  same  spirit  might  revenge  itself  upon 
a  witness  who  should  testify.  But  it  is  a  question  we  shall  deal  with 
when  it  arises. 

Mr.  Saulsbury.  Do  I  understand  the  chairman  of  this  committee 
no^  to  repeat  in  the  presence  of  this  committee,  the  allegatloii  agaio-^t 
Mr.  Sexton  which  was  made  in  the  New  York  Times  by  the  deric  of  tliis 
committee? 
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The  Chaihman.  What  I  say  is  that  Mr.  Saulsbuey  yesterday  said 
that  the  imputation  that  he  woald  have  a  person  who  had  instigated 
these  acts  sit  by  his  side  to  advise  with  him  about  the  conduct  of  this 
case  was  an  insult  to  him. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  I  say  so;  it  was  an  insult  to  me.  I  at  first  thought 
that  the  Senator  meant  to  convey  the  impression  that  Mr.  Sexton  was 
an  instigator  of  these  things. 

The  Chaibman.  Nothing  of  the  kind ;  I  said  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Before  asking  fbrther  questions  I  wish  to  say  that  Senator 
Frye  had  no  right  to  make  any  arrangement  or  agreement  with  this 
witness,  or  any  other  witness  whatever,  before  putting  him  on  the  stand, 
that  he  should  not  be  interrogated  or  forced  to  give  the  committee  the 
names  of  persons  to  whom  he  would  allude.  The  committee  are  cer- 
tainly not  bound  by  it.  I  wish  to  say  in  addition,  that  certainly  it  will 
be  the  grossest  injustice  and  outrage  to  the  people  who  are  accused,  if 
this  witness  is  permitted  to  say  that  one  person  committed  outrages  up 
there  and  gave  him  information  of  other  outrages  which  he  charges  on 
the  whole  people,  and  for  which  they  will  be  responsible^  unless  the  par- 
ticular individual  is  discovered,  or  that  he  can  be  permitt^  to  say  that 
tiiree  persons  presented  pistols  at  him,  which  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  have 
assumed  to  be  true,  and  have  repeated  as  evidence,  unless  this  witness 
names  those  people  and  identifies  them  from  the  body  of  that  commu- 
nity, and  allows  us  to  call  those  people  before  us,  or  witnesses  to  con- 
tradict this  witness  who  is  now  on  the  stand.  Unless  that  is  done  we 
have  a  right  to  assume  and  to  charge  before  the  country  that  these 
people  are  mere  *^men  in  buckram,"  and  creatures  of  his  own  imagina- 
tion, and  that  he  is  casting  a  slander  on  the  whole  people. 

The  Chaibman.  Undoubtedly  you  would  have  the  right  to  make  that 
(H*  any  other  argument.  But  one  suggestion :  The  witness  has  given 
the  name  of  the  person  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  which  you  have 
asked.    No  other  question  yet  arises  for  our  consideration. 

Mr.  Fbye.  I  desire  to  make  one  remark.  The  Senator  says  I  had  no 
right  to  say  that  to  the  witness. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Not  as  binding  the  committee. 

Mr.  Fbte.  I  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  community  claimed  by  Mr. 
Jonas  to  have  over  2,000  white  Democrats  in  it,  with  nine- tenths  of  the 
white  Democrats  peacable,  law-abiding  citizens,  which  allowed  this  hell- 
ish, base  business  to  go  on  for  three  weeks  before  the  election;  allowed 
poor  ignorant  colored  men  to  be  murdered — ^knew  that  they  were  mur- 
dered; allowed  them  to  be  whipped — ^knew  that  they  were  whipped, 
aod  still  held  their  peace,  and  allowed  that  devilish  crew  to  pursue  their 
business — I  think  I  have  a  right  to  assume  of  those  people  in  that 
county,  that  if  the  witness  testifies  and  gives  names  that  he  will  be 
punished  for  giving  the  names,  and  therefore  I  told  him  when  he  said 
be  was  afiuid  to  give  names  tbiat  I  did  not  believe  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  give  them.  That  community  may  have  recovered  from  the 
condition  in  which  is  was  for  two  or  three  weeks  before  this  election, 
and  may  hereafter  punish  some  of  these  men  whose  names  are  given. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  my  life  depended  upon  the  Democrats  of  Copiah 
County  punishing  these  men  who  went  around  there  and  gave  them 
2.900  votes  last  election  and  reduced  the  Independent  vote  to  700, 1 
should  hate  to  have  it  hinge  on  the  virtue  or  the  stability  of  such  a 
people. 

Mr.  Jonas.  The  Senator  from  Maine  will  have  ample  opportunity  to 
make  his  stump  speech  in  Congress  after  we  shall  have  taken  this  testi- 
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moDy  and  made  our  report.  We  are  discussing  now  a  simple  qoes- 
tion  of  evidence. 

Mr.  Frye.  You  were  questioning  my  right  to  say  what  I  did,  and  I 
thought  it  best  to  frankly  tell  the  committee  what  I  did  say. 

Mr.  Jonas.  But  before  that  you  stated  that  you  had  given  this  wit- 
ness this  assurance  of  protection. 

Mr.  Fbye.  I  stated  generally  to  the  committee,  and  you  said  I  had 
no  right  to  make  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  Jonas.  I  said  you  had  no  light  to  give  him  any  assurance  on 
behalf  of  the  committee  that  we  would  exempt  him  from  giving  the 
names.  This  witness  is  in  no  danger,  granting  all  that  you  say  is  trae. 
He  is  living  in  New  Orleans  and  not  in  Copiah  County.  I  do  not  sap- 
pose  that  it  will  be  pretended  that  any  man  is  coming  from  Hazleharst 
to  attack  him.  He  is  in  no  danger  against  these  X)eople.  He  is  making 
a  most  outrageous  charge  against  that  community,  and  I  claim  he  ought 
to  fix  the  charges  upon  individuals,  and  state  who  the  three  men  were 
who  presented  pistols  at  him.  [To  the  witness.]  Who  were  the  tJiree 
men  who  presented  pistols  at  yout 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  know  who  those  men  were.  There  were 
hundreds  of  men  I  had  never  seen  there  before. 

Q.  But  these  three  men  who  were  in  Hogg's  confectionery  store 
talking  to  youf — A.  There  were  seven  or  eight  in  the  crowd  that  drew 
pistols  on  me. 

Q.  Name  some  of  them. — A.  I  do  not  know  the  men. 

Q.  Wei'e  you  not  raised  there? — A.  No,  not  at  Hazlehurst 

Q.  Were  not  any  of  these  Hazleharst  people? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  people  who  came  to  you  and  told  yon  you 
had  no  right  to  express  such  an  opinion  t 

The  Witness.  You  mean  that  drew  the  pistols! 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  men  in  the  crowd  who  told  you  it  was  better 
for  you  to  leave  town!— A.  I  knew  none  iu  the  crowd  I  was  talking  to 
€xcept  Mr.  Hogg.  That  was  when  I  made  this  statement  about  the 
murder.  But  I  had  gone  out  of  there,  and  I  was  about  half  way  from 
Mr.  Hogg's  to  the  depot. 

Q.  And  some  people  followed  you  from  Mr.  Hogg's! — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not  say  they  followed  me;  I  say  they  met  me  about  half-way. 

Q.  But  they  had  been  there,  and  heard  you  make  that  remark!— A 
Some  of  them  were  in  Mr.  Hogg's  and  heard  me  talking. 

Q.  You  knew  none  of  these  men  ! — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  lived  right 
around  Hazlehurst  for  two  years. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  anybody  in  that  crowd  ! — A.  None,  except  Mr. 
Hogg.  When  we  were  talking  in  Mr.  Hogg's  grocery,  Mr.  Hogg  was 
the  only  man  I  knew.    Mr.  Hogg  remembers  very  well  what  I  told  him. 

Q.  But  you  knew  none  of  these  men  who  talked  with  you  on  the  way 
to  the  depot! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  to  Mr.  Frye  that  j'ou  did  not  want  to  give  the 
names  of  these  men  to  the  committee  unless  you  were  compelled  to  do 
80  ! — A.  Because  Mr.  Grantham  is  a  particular  tHend  of  mine  and  others 
who  were  with  hiin  who  wanted  me  to  go  with  them. 

Q.  Did  you  not  make  that  reservation  with  reference  to  some  of  these 
people  who  heard  this  conversation  at  Hogg's  and  wanted  you  to  leave 
town  ! — A.  No,  sir;  I  said  I  did  not  want  to  give  the  names  of  those 
parties  who  wanted  me  to  go  with  them  on  the  night  before  the  election. 
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Change  Gatghings  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Qaestion.  Where  do  yon  live? — Answer.  I  live  in  Copiah  County, 
Mississippi. 

Q.  What  part  of  Copiah  County  t — A.  I  live  in  beat  5. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  placet — A.  Brown's  Store. 

Q.  Prior  to  the  last  election  had  you  received  tickets  to  be  distributed 
amongst  your  colored  people  t — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  had  given  them  to  yout — A.  Mr.  Matthews. 

Q.  Print  Matthews? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  waited  upon  before  the  election,  at  any  time,  by  an 
armed  mob;  did  anybody  take  those  tickets  away  from  yout — A.  Yes^ 
sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  about  that. — ^A.  Well,  there  came  some  gen- 
tlemen there  and  taken  the  tickets;  Mr.  Matthews  sent  the  tickets  out 
on  Saturday  by  me.  I  was  in  town,  and  he  told  me  to  give  the  tickets 
to  William  Campbell  to  issue,  you  know,  on  the  day  of  the  election,  and 
I  did  so:  I  brought  them  out  on  Saturday,  and  saw  some  one  going  to 
Campbell's  and  told  Campbell  to  come  right  down  and  get  those  tickets, 
sod  he  came  down  about  10  or  11  o'clock,  and  I  gave  him  the  tickets ; 
and  aboat  Tuesday  night  there  came,  I  reckon,  about  twenty  men. 

Q.  Not  Tuesday  night;  Tuesday  was  election  day. — A.  Well,  Mon- 
day night,  I  must  say;  I  was  mistaken  in  that;  there  came  some  gen- 
tiemen  in  my  yard  who  rode  around.    I  went  down  in  my  garden. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  ? — A.  I  never  saw  nary  a  one.  I  heard  a  mob 
Bhootmg  down  at  the  branch,  about  200  yards,  and  I  ran  out  of  the 
back  door  and  went  behind  my  garden ;  they  came  and  rode  around.  I 
was  looking  at  them ;  they  rode  like  men  on  dress  parade ;  they  had 
very  good  arms.  Then  they  went  off  directly  down  the  road,  and  they 
got  down  to  the  place  about  where  we  usually  vote,  and  they  shot  off  a 
gun  aod  went  on.  I  never  heard  nothing  of  them  no  more  until  about 
*  4  o'clock,  when  then  they  came  back  there  again ;  my  yard  was  full, 
and  all  outside  and  everywhere,  it  looked  to  me,  was  full  of  men.  and 
ODe  came  in  the  house  who  had  a  long  pistol.  He  never  hailed,  but  just 
came  right  in ;  he  came  in  cussing;  he  said,  ^<Ood  damn  your  old  soul, 
get  ap  and  make  up  a  light." 

Q.  That  was  4  o'clock  in  the  nightt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  4  o'clock  in  the  night. 
I  gets  up  to  make  a  light,  and  he  cussed  me  so  and  talked  about  shooting 
me  80  that  I  was  scared.  I  was  so  scared  I  could  not  blow  the  fire  for  look- 
ing at  the  man,  and  I  had  some  little  dry  trash  in  it,  and  I  believe  it  kindled 
itself.  I  thought  Qod  blowed  it  up.  Then  he  axed  me, "  Where  are  those 
tickets."  I  said,  *'  They  ain't  here."  He  looked  like  he  got  madder  with 
me  when  I  said  that,  for  some  one  had  told  him  that  Mathews  had  given 
me  the  tickets.  My  old  lady  said,  *^  Please,  Mr.  Gentlemen,  he  is  telling 
you  the  truth" — she  taken  the  conversation  away  from  me,  I  could  not 
talk  fast  enough.  She  said,  ^^My  old  man  brought  the  tickets  out,  but 
he  did  as  Mr.  Matthews  told  him; -he  gave  them  to  Mr.  Campbell." 
"Well,"  he  says,  **  you  have  got  to  reduce  those  tickets."  I  did  not 
have  anything  on  but  my  shirt,  and  I  said,  ^^  Look  here,  please  let  me 
put  on  my  breeches,  if  you  please."  He  said,  **God  damn  you,  I  do  not 
care  anything  about  your  breeches;  the  tickets  are  what  I  am  after." 
And  one  of  the  gentlemen  said,  ^^  Let  the  old  darkey  put  on  his  clothes ; 
we  will  wait  on  him." 

The  Ghaibmak.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  gentleman  there  but  the  darkey 
himself. 
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The  Witness.  I  mean  to  say  I  called  them  gentlemen.  They  let 
me  put  on  my  clothes  and  started  off  with  me,  and  my  old  lady  hoQowed 
and  cried,  and  said  ^^  Do  not  kill  him,"  and  they  never  sakl  whether 
they  were  going  to  kill  me  or  not  When  I  got  oat  in  the  yard  this 
man  took  me  off  to  myself  about  twenty  steps,  and  he  told  me  not  to  be 
scared.  He  said,  ^<  We  are  not  going  to  hurt  you,"  he  said,  *^all  we 
want  is  them  tickets."  He  said,  ^  You  just  reduce  them  tickets  and  I 
won't  hurt  you ;  let  us  have  them ;  we  will  be  responsible  for  them.'' 
Just  so,  and  went  on  and  took  me  up  behind  his  mule  about  a  mile 
where  we  had  to  go,  and  when  we  got  about  half  a  mile,  the  road  was 
ao  tail  of  men  and  horses  towards  my  house  that  it  took  as  much  time 
as  you  have  had  me  here  before  they  could  get  turned  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's house.  When  we  got  to  Campbell's  I  saw  a  light  in  the  houee, 
and  they  were  bunting  the  tickets,  but  Campbell's  wife  would  not  give 
fhem  the  tickets;  they  had  the  tickets  in  their  hands  all  the  time, 
wrapped  up  in  little  pieces  of  newspaper.  They  carried  me  in  there 
and  asked  for  the  tickets.  They  said,  *^God  damn  you,  if  those 
tickets  do  not  come  we  will  kill  you."  I  said  to  his  wife,  **  Where 
are  those  tickets?"  She  idlowed  to  me  that  she  did  not  want  to  give 
them  up.  I  spoke  solid  to  her ;  I  said,  ^^  Give  them  men  those  tickets,^ 
and  then  she  got  them  and  handed  them  to  them,  and  they  said  ^*  That 
is  all  we  want " ;  and  they  said  to  me  ^'  Old  man,  you  can  go  home  now ; 
we  are  done  wiui  you." 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  Then  you  went  home? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  on  back  home. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  they  did  up  to  the  other  houset — ^A.  They 
did  not  break  in  nobody's  house  up  that  way  there. 

Q.  Were  the  colored  people  finghtened  around  there  t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
all  of  them  were  staying  in  the  woods. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  election  day! — ^A.  No,  sir;  They  told  me  not  to  go 
to  the  polls.  They  said,  ^'  Don't  you  go  to  the  polls."  He  said,  ^*  If  yoa 
are  going  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  come  on,  as  many  as  you  want, 
and  tell  all  the  balance  of  the  negroes  if  they  are  going  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket  to  come  on  to  the  polls  if  not  stay  away." 

Q.  You  are  a  Bepublican,  are  you  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  vote  the  Democratic  ticketf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  voted 
it  for  one  President,  I  forget  his  name,  but  I  never  voted  for  the  State 
and  county  officers  on  the  county  ticket,  except  when  I  thought  they 
were  honest  men,  you  know. 

J.  8.  Wabe  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb: 

Question.  Where  do  you  livef — Answer.  In  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q.  Are  you  secretary  of  iSie  Capital  Light  Guards  t — ^A.  I  am. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  time  in  November  last  ordered  to  Hajdehimt 
with  a  detachment  of  the  company t— A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  ni^t  of  the 
election.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  with  how  many  guns t— A.  Forty  guns,  and  we  carried  sooietfaing 
over  one  thousand  rounds  of  ammunition. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  them  to  Hazlehurstt— -A.  We  did;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  when  you  got  to  the  depot  in  Hadehnntf— A 
When  we  got  off  the  train  there  we  saw  a  large  crowd  of  men— anned 
men — I  suppose  about  75  or  100;  most  of  them  armed. 

Q.  Mounted! — ^A.  No,  sir;  those  rightat  the  train  were  not  mounted. 
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Q.  Who  was  at  their  head? — ^A.  A  ffentleman  oamed  Meade  seemed 
to  he  at  their  head. 

Q.  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee,  did  you  learnt — ^A.  I 
learned  afterwards  that  he  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you! — A.  Not  to  me,  but  to  our  first  lieu- 
tenant,  Mr.  Bobinson. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  himt — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  he  said  he  had  been  authorized 
by  the  sheriff  to  receive  the  guns  and  ammunition. 

Q.  Was  the  sheriff  there  t — A.  I  think  not ;  I  did  not  see  anything 
of  him. 

Q.  What  were  these  men  armed  with  who  were  standing  around 
there t— A.  With  shotguns  and  muskets,  they  seemed  to  be  principally. 

Q.  Were  the  guns  turned  over  to  Mr.  Meade t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  un* 
loaded  them  from  the  baggage  car  at  the  depot,  and  they  were  taken 
by  the  mob  that  were  standing  around  there  and  by  some  of  our  com- 
pany to  the  court-house,  and  there  we  turned  them  over  to  Mr.  Meade 
finrmally,  and  took  a  receipt  from  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  receipt  from  Mr.  Meade  t — A.  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  signed  by  Mr.  Meade  t — A.  It  was 
signed  '<  J.  L.  Meade,"  so  our  captain  informed  me;  in  no  official  capac- 
ity, bat  his  name  was  signed,  and  the  receipt  was  turned  over  to  him 
when  we  got  our  guns  back  again. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  there  that  night  t — A.  Till  about  daylight. 

Q.  Did  you  stand  picket? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Most  of  our  men  did  picket 
doty. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  in  the  night  t — ^A.  I  saw  armed  men  parading 
the  town  on  picket  duty  as  well  as  our  company. 

Q.  Did  you  see  squads  together  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Boaming  around  the  town  armed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  most  of  them 
were  armed;  all  that  1  saw  that  night  were  armed. 

Q.  Armea  with  guns  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  guns. 

.    By  Mr.  Sattlsbubt. 
Q.  You  carried  about  forty  guns,  did  you! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  That  was  the  night  of  the  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  After  the  election  was  overt — A.  Yes,  sir;  after  the  election  was 
over. 

By  Mr.  Oamebon  : 
Q.  By  whose  order  did  you  proceed  to  Hazlehurstt — ^A.  By  order  <rf 
oor  captain — Gaptain  Oreen.    We  had  instructions  from  the  governor^ 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 
Q.  From  Governor  Lowry  ! — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Lee  Daniei.  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Peyb": 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live  t — Answer.  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q.  In  politics  are  you  a  Democrat  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  second  lieutenant  of  the  Capital  Light  Ouards  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  guns  from  the  governor  down  to  Hazlehurst  on 
Toesday-^lection  day  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  on  Tuesday,  the  night  of  election.' 

Q.  And  ammunition  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  gnns  and  how  much  ammunition  t — A.   We  were  or- 
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dered  to  take  forty  gans  and  we  took  as  many  as  one  thousand  rounds 
of  cartridges. 

Q.  Who  did  you  deliver  them  to! — A.  To  J.  L.  Meade. 

Q.  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee! — A.  I  suppose  so;  I 
heard  so  afterwards. 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  receipt  for  themt — A.  I  do  not  know  that;  1 
heard  afterwards  that  he  gave  it  to  the  first  lieutenant  in  charge  of  the 
detaehment. 

Q.  Signed  in  his  namet — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehurst  the  day  after  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  sect — ^A.  I  saw  a  good  many  armed  men  in  town, 
100  or  160, 1  suppose. 

Q.  People  were  coming  in  from  all  around — armed  men  t — A.  They 
seemed  to  be. 

Q.  Armed  with  gunst — ^A.  Some  with  guns  and  some  with  pistols. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  the  band  playing! — A.  The  band  played,  I  think, 
aboiit  11  o'clock  at  the  court-house  and  for  some  time  during  the  middle 
of  the  day. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  threats  or  threatening  talk  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  to 
some;  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  Matthews  family  not  to  make  any 
attempt  to  avenge  the  death  of  J.  P.  Matthews. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  about  Burnet  that  day  when  you  went 
down  there  t — A.  I  heard  that  Burnet  had  left  to  keep  from  being 
killed :  that  it  was  not  very  safe  for  him  to  st^  there. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  if  he  came  back  that  night  he  would  be  killed  t» 
A.  I  heard  something  to  that  effect;  that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  him 
there  that  night. 

Benjamin  Sanbifobd  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Pryb: 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live! — ^Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  in  beat 
6,  14  miles  from  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  place  f — ^A.  Brown's  Store. 

Q*  Did  any  of  these  gentlemen  wait  on  youf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  timet — A.  At  1  o^clock  Monday  ni^ht. 

Q.  Before  the  election  t — ^A.  Before  the  election. 

Q.  How  many  of  themt — A.  That  is  untellable. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  armed. 

Q.  A  lot  of  tliemt— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  dot — A.  When  I  found  them  out  they  were  stand- 
ing in  my  gallery  in  my  house:  it  was  full,  and  the  yard  was  filled  with 
horses  and  men.  They  cocked  their  gun^  and  pistols  over  my  head, 
and  ordered  me  to  get  up  and  open  the  door.  I  asked  them  what  was 
the  matter,  and  they  said,  '^Ctot  up;  set  up  and  come  out"  I  said, 
^^  What  is  the  matter;  I  have  never  done  nothing,  and  what  is  upt" 
**6et  up,  God  damn  you  I  Get  up,  God  damn  you  I  If  you  don't  we 
will  come  in."  My  wife  asked  me  not  to  get  up.  I  said  1  had  not  doae 
nothing  to  nobody.  I  got  up.  and  by  the  time  1  got  to  the  door,  they 
grabbed  me  as  though  I  had  killed  somebody,  on  both  sides,  and  went 
leading  me  on  out  of  doors.  I  said,  ^'  Gentlemen,  hold  on  I  Gentlemeii« 
hold  on;  do  not  carry  me  out  of  doors.  1  have  nothing  on  bat  my 
drawers  and  shirt.  Do  not  carry  me  out  of  doors  naked."  One  of  them 
said  ^<  Don't  carry  the  old  man  out  of  doors  naked,"  and  stopped  to  talk 
to  me.  *^  Well,  we  want  yon  to  solemnly  swear  that  yon  wont  go  to 
the  election  to-morrow."    I  said,  ^^  What  fort"    They  said,  *'6od  damn 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAG?:S   IN   MIS8ISS1PPL  359 

yoQ,  yoo  mast  swear  it."  T  said,  ^*  I  have  loaned  one  of  my  neighbors 
my  horse  to  ride  to  Hazlebnrst  to-daj',  and  promised  to  meet  him  to- 
morrow, to  get  my  horse.''  At  this  time  some  of  them  hollowed  jout. 
<< Fetch  biro  oat!  Fetch  him  oat,  God  damn  him  I  He  swears  be  will 
go."  They  made  me  bold  my  arms  ap  and  swear  that  1  would  not  go 
UDtil  after  the  election,  and  jerked  my  collar  bone  against  the  post  so 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  split  rails  tbis  spring.  Then  they  went  ap 
the  road  shooting.  That  was  1  o'clock.  At  3  o'clock  there  came  another 
crowd.  I  never  had  went  to  sleep,  I  was  frightened  np  so.  I  heard 
the  crowd  coming,  and  1  got  up  and  blew  out  the  lamp  and  took  my 
pants  in  my  hands  and  stepped  out  on  the  gallery,  and  said,  '^  Wake  up 
the  b<»ys  and  let  them  get  out;"  they  might  bother  them  if  they  can't 
find  me."  I  stepped  out  of  doors  in  the  dark  and  went  close  to  the  men 
standing  in  the  road  making  their  plot  how  to  treat  me  when  they  came 
there.  1  stopped  until  the  two  boys  got  out  of  doors,  and  they  rode 
up  to  the  gate  and  hollered  out,  *^Get  up!  get  up!"  but  I  never  moved 
from  where  I  was,  and  they  ran  in — a  couple  of  them  did — towards  the 
door,  and  my  wife  fastened  the  door,  and  they  found  they  could  not  push 
it  open,  and  one  went  around  behind  the  house  and  hollered,  "  Here  he 
is, in  here,  the  damned  son  of  a  bitch !  Bring  in  your  rope!  Bring  in 
yoar  rope  and  let  us  hang  the  damned  son  of  a  bitch."  1  still  lay  stilL 
Then  they  put  in  to  cursing  when  they  found  they  could  not  get  in. 
Then  they  went  to  cursing  my  wife.  They  said,  "God  damn  the  spare- 
made  bitch,"  and  I  do  not  know  how  many  kinds  of  bitches  that  they 
did  not  call  my  wife,  and  they  soared  the  children  so  that  they  all  went 
out  of  the  house  the  back  way  into  the  kitchen  patch,  and  I  still  lay 
there;  and  then  after  that  I  was  afraid  and  did  not  go  to  the  election^ 
because  I  was  afraid  to  go  there  on  the  election. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Republican  t 

The  Witness.  Me! 

Mr.  Feyb.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  Well,  I  most  always  vote  a  split  ticket.  I  do  not  go 
for  the  party;  I  want  to  try  to  get  good  men  in  office. 

Q.  Tou  are  not  a  Democrat!— A.  No,  sir;  I  never  voted  a  straight 
Democratic  ticket j  but  if  there  was  a  good  Democrat  in  office  I  wanted 
to  support  him.  I  wanted  an  honest  government  if  I  could  make  it.  I 
was  raised  there  and  never  have  beeil  bothered  in  my  life  until  then. 

Q.  Didn't  they  tell  you  how  they  wanted  you  to  vote! — A.  No,  sir: 
Uiey  said  not  go  to  the  election,  but  they  never  said  how  they  wanted 
me  to  vote. 

8oL.  Smith  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — Answer.  In  beat  No.  2,  Copiah 
County. 

Q.  What  is  yonr  voting  place  f — A.  Salter's  box,  and  some  call  it 
Ashland. 

Q.  Were  you  living  there  just  before  the  last  election! — ^A.  Yes,  sir^ 

Q.  Are  you  a  Bepnblicant — A.  Ye«,  sir. 

Q.  Did  those  gentlemen  call  on  yout — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  it,  and  what  did  they  do  f — A.  They  came  to  my  house 
on  Monday  night,  just  before  day^ust  at  the  dawn  of  day.  The  day 
was  breaking  when  they  came  there^  and  I  was  awake,  and  I  heard 
them  coming.    I  heard  them  riding  around  all  night. 

Q.  You  heard  them  firing  all  night  t — A.  Yes,  sir.    I  saw  the  crowd 
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coming,  and  they  hollered  ^'Tailholt,"  and  I  recognized  the  whole  crowd, 
and  I  knew  they  were  not  going  to  bother  me.  I  thought  they  were  a 
paroel  of  fellows  going  down  to  the  election.  I  was  lying  on  a  lounge, 
and  I  got  np  to  strike  a  light,  and  I  said,  no,  I  will  wait  until  they  get 
by,  and  not  interfere  with  them.  They  came  up  and  got  down,  and  one 
fellow  said,  ^^Is  this  the  place"  f  He  did  not  know  exactly  where  it  was. 
And  they  said,  '<  Tes,"  and  some  of  them  got  down  at  the  gate;  the  rest 
all  rode  around  the  house,  and  they  rode  up  and  called  me,  and  says, 
^^  We  have  got  you  now  I  Come  out,  we  have  got  you!"  I  never  said 
anything.  They  ran  against  the  door  and  broke  it  down  and  came  in. 
They  asked  me  then  for  the  tickets,  and  I  told  them  I  had  the  tickets 
there.    I  always  carried  the  tickets. 

Q.  You  were  the  ticket  distributer  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  Bepublican  tickets! — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  them  the 
tickets  were  there,  but  they  were  the  tickets  that  we  aimed  to  vote.  I 
did  not  know  what  to  do  about  it,  and  they  said  ^^God  damn  you,  give 
those  tickets  up  or  we  will  shoot  you."  I  lit  a  lamp  and  set  it  back  on 
a  litUe  table  and  handed  over  the  tickets  and  he  took  a  ticket  and  held 
it  near  the  lamp  and  read  it  and  he  said :  <*  You  Ood  damned  son  of  a 
bitch,  what  in  hell  are  you  doing  with  these  Ood  damned  tickets  t" 
Then  he  took  out  a  long  horse-pistol  and  he  knocked  me  down  and  took 
and  beat  me  with  the  horse-pistol.  There  were  too  many  of  them  for 
me  to  do  anything  with  them,  and  he  beat  me  over  the  head  there  a 
good  while  with  the  pistol.  That  is^  after  he  took  the  tickets.  He 
passed  the  tickets  to  one  of  the  boys,  and  he  commenced  then  to  beat 
me  over  the  head  with  the  pistol.  Then  I  reckon  that  some  of  the  M- 
lows  there  said  that  he  would  have  killed  me  if  it  had  not  been  for  them. 
Well,  he  came  mighty  nigh  it  anyhow,  and  there  was  a  report  that  be 
had  killed  me,  but  he  did  not.*  But  they  hurt  me  pretty  bad. 

Q.  Did  they  take  the  tickets  away  and  go  off! — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  bow  many  of  vour  people  they  visited  around  in  that 
neighborhood  before  the  election  t — A.  Before  the  election  f  Well,  they 
didn't  do  anything  in  our  neighborhood  until  the  night  before  the  elec- 
tion. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  they  visited  that  night  t— A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not  know  many.  I  think  they  made  a  clean  sweep  of  them  and  went 
around  to  everybody.  When  they  got  to  my  house  their  horses  woe 
near  clean  rode  to  death. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  the  next  day  t— A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  get  to  the 
box;  they  beat  me  up  so  I  could  not  get  off  nowheres;  I  was  sore. 
They  pecked  my  head  full  of  holes;  they  just  pecked  it  all  to  pieces. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  those  were  Democrats  or  nott — A.  Oh,  yes, 
sir ;  all  of  those  were  Democrats ;  every  one  of  them. 

Daniel  Crump  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  livef — Answe**.  In  Copiah  County,  MiiMis- 
sippi. 

Q.  How  far  from  Hazlehurstf — A.  About  12  miles. 

Q.  In  what  beat  t— A.  Beat  2. 

Q.  Did  anybody  come  to  your  house  before  the  election  t— A  Tea, 
sir :  they  came  there  and  burned  it  up. 

Q.  When  was  that  t— A.  That  was  about  a  week  before  the  elecCioD. 

Q.  Tell  the  story ;  what  happened  f — A.  I  do  not  know  wbat  hap 
pened.    They  just  came  there  and  put  fire  to  it  and  shot  at  the  door. 
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Q.  Were  you  at  home  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they  that  came,  moaoted  men  on  horseback? — A.  No, 
sir:  they  were  foot  men. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  t — A.  I  saw  two  of  them. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  night  or  day  timet — A.  It  was  in  the  night 

Q.  What  timet— A.  A  little  after  10  o^clock. 

Q.  White  or  colored  ment — A.  White  men. 

Q.  Were  they  Democrats t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  reckon  they  was. 

Q.  What  did  they  do,  and  what  did  you  say  t — A.  I  didn't  see  them 
when  they  put  fire  there,  but  they  commenced  shooting  their  pistols  at 
the  door,  and  one  of  my  boys  started  out  at  the  door  and  they  shot  at 
the  door  and  he  ran  back  into  the  house  and  shut  the  door,  and  I  came 
out  and  they  still  shot  at  the  door,  and  I  told  them  I  was  going  to  try 
to  see  who  it  was.    I  was  within  about  six  feet  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  know  them  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  knowed  them  two  men  I 
saw. 

Q.  What  were  their  namest — ^A.  One  of  them  was  Mr.  Little. 

Q.  Where  did  he  livet — ^A.  About  four  miles  from  there  where  I 
lived. 

Q.  In  the  same  beatt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  onet — A.  He  lived  right  there  about  half  a 
mile  from  where  I  lived. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  t— A.  Tom  Norman. 

Q.  Tell  about  setting  the  house  afire;  how  did  they  do  itt — A.  I  do 
Qot  know  how  they  done  it,  but  then  they  had  fire  to  it.  I  reckon  they 
pat  coal-oil  on  it,  because  I  went  out  there  and  poured  a  bucket  of 
water  on  it  and  it  seemed  to  flash. 

Q.  They  put  something  on  the  house  to  make  it  burnt — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  sent  oDe  of  my  boys  on  top  of  the  gallery  to  try  to  keep  it  out  of  the 
roof,  and  they  shot  so  up  there  that  he  came  down  and  could  not  do 
anything  to  save  the  house. 

Q.  They  prevented  his  putting  it  out  by  shooting  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  there 
was  some  four  or  five  pistols  shooting ;  there  was  more  than  two  men 
Bhooting. 

Q.  Was  not  this  Thursday  night  before  the  election  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  it 
was  on  Wednesday  night  or  Tuesday  before  the  election. 

Q.  Did  they  say  anything  to  yout — A.  No,  sir;  they  didn't  say  any- 
thing to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anything  at  all  when  they  were  shooting 
there!— A.  When  they  were  shooting  at  my  boy  and  he  jumped  down 
off  the  house  I  heard  them  laugh  at  him.  That  is  about  all  I  heard 
them  say. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Hazlehurst  to  prosecute  the  ment — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Mr.  Miller  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Miller — the  district  attorney  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  a  lawyer  there,  was  het — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  He  is  now  district  attorney  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  t — ^A.  He  told  me  to  go  back  home.  He  said  he 
ooold  not  do  anything  with  it  until  after  election.  He  said  it  was  elec- 
tion time  now,  and  let  it  alone  until  after  election  and  then  he  would 
try  to  do  something  with  it. 

Q.  Who  did  you  go  to  thent — ^A.  I  went  to  Mr.  Matthews — ^he  told 
me  to  go  to  Mr.  Matthews  and  tell  him  to  let  me  have  something,  that 
they  had  burned  up  all  my  things,  and  get  some  clothing. 

Q.  What  Mr.  Matthews  did  you  go  to — ^Print  Matthews  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 
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Q.  What  did  he  dot — ^A.  He  got  Mr.  Burnet  to  have  an  affida>it 
taken  out  against  them,  and  said  he  was  going  to  have  them  arrested. 

Q.  Did  he  let  joa  have  something! — ^A.  Yes,  sir^  Mr.  Matthews  let 
me  have  some  things. 

Q.  Has  there  ever  anything  been  done  with  that  case  so  far  as  yoa 
know! — ^A.  No,  sir;  there  ain't  anything  been  done  with  it  so  far  as  I 
know  of.  They  came  there  a  bulldozing  me  one  night  before  the  case 
was  to  be  tried,  I  think  it  was  on  Thursday  night,  and  the  case  was  to 
be  tried  on  Saturday.  They  came  there  and  said  they  were  going  to 
kill  me  if  I  showed  myself,  and  I  had  to  withdraw  the  affidavit 

Q.  Who  told  you  that! — ^A.  The  men  who  were  bulldozing  me  that 
night. 

Q.  That  was  after  your  house,  was  burned  up,  was  itt — A.  No,  sir;  it 
was  after  the  election. 

Q.  Where  did  these  men  find  yout — A.  They  found  me  on  my  place. 

Q.  State  what  happened  then ;  who  came  then  t — A.  There  came,  they 
said,  fifty  of  theni  there ;  I  say  about  25  men,  I  reckon. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knowed  a  right  smart 
of  them. 

Q.  State  the  men  you  knew  among  the  twenty-five  f — A.  Mr.  Little, 
I  think,  was  one,  and  Mr.  Korman  and  Jaspeor  Beasley,  John  Beaaley, 
Elbert  Beasley,  Marion  Little,  Gns  Fletcher,  Dick  Fletcher,  Gus  Stevens, 
and  Ashley  Stevens.    I  believe  that  is  all  I  can  recollect  of. 

Q.  Did  they  come  to  you  in  the  night  on  your  place  t — A.  Tea,  eir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  sleeping  t — A.  I  was  not  asleep  at  that  time.  We 
were  out  on  a  sort  of  watch  around  anyhow.  We  had  heard  so  much 
talk  of  the  bulldozers  we  were  not  any  of  us  asleep. 

Q.  What  happened  then! — A.  They  said  that  they  was  a  law  them- 
selves, antl  if  1  didn't  withdraw  the  affidavit  they  was  going  to  kill  me. 
They  said  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed,  and  that  they  thought  Char- 
lie Oliver  was  killed.  And  they  said  they  made  sure  Mose  Smith  was 
about  dead.  And  they  reckoned  to  kill  me  that  nighti.  And  then  all 
the  main  people  would  be  dead. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  you  would  withdraw  the  affidavit! — ^A.  I  told 
them  I  would  go  to  Hazlehurst  and  see  if  I  could  do  it. 

Q.  Go  with  them  t— A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  went  with  them  out  there. 

Q.  To  Hazlehurst  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  same  night  t — A.  No,  sir;  that  was  afterwards,  on  a  Saturday. 

Q.  Who  did  you  go  to  Hazlehurst  with? — A.  I  went  with  them; 
them  that  I  had  the  affidavit  against,  Mr.  Norman  and  Mr.  Little. 

Q.  You  went  with  them  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  see  Mr.  Miller  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  to  see  him. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  then  t— A.  He  told  me  not  to  do  it,  and  1 
told  him  I  could  not  help  myself,  that  they  said  they  were  going  to  kill 
me  that  night  if  I  didn't  do  it. 

Q.  He  was  the  district  attorney  elected  at  that  election  t— A.  Tes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  do  itt — A.  I  told  him  I  wanted  him  to  fix  it  in  some  mj 
or  other  so  that  I  could  get  out  of  it,  and  he  said  he  would  do  it  He 
said  it  would  belong  before  the  grand  jury  and  the  circuit  court 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  Mr.  Miller  said  that,  did  he  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Ghaibmam  : 
Q.  Was  there  anything  else  that  he  said  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  that  is  ftbonl 
all  that  he  said  to  me. 
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Q.  That  is  all  yoa  have  done  about  it,  is  itt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yoa  go  to  Mr.  Williamson's t — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  went  to  Mr. 
WilUamson's  firat,  yon  know. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  Mr.  Williamson  f — ^A.  I  told  him  the  same  thing. 
He  is  the  man  who  wrote  out  the  affidavit  against  me. 

Q.  Who  got  out  the  affidavit  against  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  at  that  election  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  to  vote! — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  vote  t — ^A.  The  tickets  were  not  there ;  they  came 
after  a  while ;  I  suppose  my  sonin-law  went  after  the  tickets  to  Mose 
Smith's.  It  was  late  when  they  got  there,  and  they  taken  the  tickets 
and  looked  at  mine,  and  said  we  should  not  vote  them  tickets. 

Q.  Who  said  thatt — ^A.  Mr.  Middleton  Beasley;  he  said  if  we  voted 
tbem  tickets  we  would  get  into  trouble. 

Q.  Were  there  any  armed  men  at  the  polls  there  at  that  poll  t — A. 
They  had  sevend  pistols,  and  I  saw  them  carry  two  double-barreled  guns 
down  to  the  box. 

Q.  Was  Beasley  armed  when  he  told  you  thatt— A.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  was  or  not. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Bepublicant — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Beasley  a  Democrat — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  visit  you  on  Wednesday  after  the  election  t — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  on  Wednesday  night  or  Thursday  night,  I  disremember  which; 
it  was  after  the  election,  though. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  whipped  t — A.  They  whipped  one  of  my  boys 
and  my  son-in-law  there. 

Q.  For  whatt — A.  Cause  they  voted.  That  was  the  same  night  they 
cotGhed  me,  but  they  hit  me  only  three  or  four  licks,  and  I  got  away 
ftom  them.  They  hit  me  with  a  stick  three  licks,  and  one  lick  with  a 
pistol 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  beat  your  boy  !— A.  I  don't  know  exactly.  6us 
Fletcher  was  the  man  who  did  the  whipping.  They  carried  him  up  the 
hill  there  from  the  house. 

Q.  How  badly  did  they  beat  your  son  and  son-in-law ;  how  many 
blows  did  they  give  them  t — ^A.  They  gave  them  a  right  smart  brushing. 
They  said  they  were  going  to  whip  every  one  who  voced. 

Q.  Were  your  son  and  son-in-law  Independents  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  did  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  these  men  who  whipped  them  Democrats t— A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
reckon  they  was. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury: 

Q.  Have  you  not  stated  that  that  burning  of  your  house  did  not 
grow  out  of  politics  at  all,  but  grew  out  of  a  lawsuit  you  had  with  Mr. 
LittieT^A.  I  don't  know  whether  the  burning  was  for  that  puri>08e  or 
not;  the  lawsuit  was  going  on  all  the  year. 

Q.  You  were  having  a  lawsuit  with  Mr.  Little,  were  you  not? — A. 
Yes,  8ir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  stated  to  persons  that  there  was  nothing  political 
in  the  burning  of  your  house  at  all,  but  that  it  grew  out  of  your  lawsuit 
with  Mr.  Little! — A.  Well,  you  see  it  would  not  be  possible  for  me  to 
give  my  ideas  about  that ;  I  said  it  might  have  been  that  and  it  might 
Bot  have  been. 

Q.  In  your  testimony  yon  have  not  stated  that  they  said  anything  to 
yoQ  at  the  burning  about  politics  at  allf— A.  They  never  said  nothing 
to  me  about  nothing,  no  way. 
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Q.  They  said  nothing  to  you,  when  they  burnt  your  house,  about  pol- 
itics, did  theyt — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Pid  you  compromise  your  lawsuit  with  Mr.  Little  at  aUf— A.  No, 
sir ;  we  have  not  compromised  it  that  I  knows  of. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  went  to  Mr.  Miller  did  not  Mr.  Miller  teil  yoa 
that  he  would  have  these  parties  prosecuted  when  the  grand  jury  met, 
for  burning  your  house? — A.  Yes,  sir j  that  is  what  he  said  he  was  going 
to  have  done  by  the  circuit  court,  if  I  understood  him  right. 

By  the  Ohaibman  : 

Q.  Did  you  own  this  house  yourself  t 

The  Witness.  The  one  that  got  burned! 

The  OHATKTtfAN.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  Well,  it  was  on  a  place  that  I  had  bought  from  Mr. 
Little. 

Q.  How  much  land  had  you  there  t— A.  There  was  196  acres,  I  think, 
on  the  place.  I  had  not  paid  him  for  the  place,  any  that  I  knowed  o£ 
He  sold  me  the  place  and*  gave  me  three  years  to  pay  for  it  in  without 
any  disturbing  me,  and  he  ran  in  on  me  before  the  first  year  ran  out. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  any  lawsuit  with  the  other  men  who  whipped 
your  son  and  son-in-law t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  never  had  any  lawsuit  with 
them  at  all. 

Q.  Your  lawsuit  was  not  to  be  tried  on  election  day,  the  next  Tuesday 
after  your  house  was  burned,  was  it  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  was  to  be  tried  on 
Saturday. 

Q.  This  lawsuit  had  been  going  on  about  twelve  months,  had  it  nott— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 
Q.  It  was  the  Saturday  before  the  lawsuit  was  to  be  tried  that  your 
house  was  burned ;  it  was  to  be  tried  the  next  Saturday  after  your  house 
was  burned f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  that  was  after  the  election.    The  elec- 
tion was  on  Tuesday^ 

By  the  Ohaibman; 

Q.  What  became  of  the  lawsuit ;  was  it  tried  on  that  Saturday  t— A 
No.  sir:  they  never  tried  it  at  all. 

Q.  Why  nott — A.  You  see,  after  they  made  me  withdraw  the  affidavit 
I  ain't  heard  nothing  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Cameron: 
Q.  Have  Little  and  Norman  been  arrested  for  burning  your  house t— 
A.  They  was  to  have  been  arrested,  but  then  I  think  they  gave  bonds. 

By  the  Ohaibman: 
Q.  These  men  are  out  at  large  who  burned  your  house,  and  against 
whom  you  made  your  affidavit;  they  are  not  in  jailt — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  They  are  around  yetf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Frank  M.  Sessions  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Pbyb: 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  the  long  resolutions  notifying  the  VM- 
thews  family  to  keep  out  of  politics,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  have 
you t^- Answer.  I  heard  the  resolutions  read;  I  have  not  seen  them. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  at  which  those  resolutions  were 
adopted  t — ^A.  When  the  resolutions  were  read  they  were  then  adopted, 
and  ordereil  to  be  printed;  that  is,  they  were  requested  to  be. 
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Q.  Answer  ray  question,  if  you  please.  Were  you  present  at  that 
meetingt—A.  Yes^  sir ;  I  was. 

Q.  What  time  was  it!— A.  It  was  the  day  after  the  election. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  day  f— A.  I  suppose  it  was  10  or  11  o'clock ;  I 
imagine  it  was ;  I  had  rode  12  miles. 

Q.  Was  it  after  dinner,  or  before!— A.  It  was  before  dinner; 

Q.  Where  was  it  held  f — A.  It  was  held  in  Hazlehurst,  in  the  court- 
hoose. 

Q.  How  many  people,  in  your  judgment,  were  present! — A.  There 
was  a  considerable  crowd  \  I  imagine  there  was  as  much  as  three  or 
four  hundred;  I  think  I  could  safely  say  four  hundred  persons  in  the 
court-house. 

Q.  Were  they  principally  white  men  and  Democrats! — A.  They 
seemed  to  be  white  "men,  the  majority,  so  far  as  I  could  see.  I  saw  a 
few  negroes  on  the  left.    I  was  in  the  rear  so  that  I  could  not  see. 

Q.  Were  they  Democrats,  so  far  as  you  knew  them! — A.  They  prin- 
djmlly  were,  so  far  as  I  knew. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  was  chairman  of  the  meeting! — A.  No,  sir  j 
I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  anybody  make  a  speech! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  speech 
made  there  that  day. 

Q.  Was  not  Jesse  Thompson  called  to  the  chair  at  some  time  during 
the  meeting! — A.  At  the  beginning  it  seemed  that  Jesse  Thompson,  as 
I  think,  was  called  to  the  chair,  but  I  could  not  say  he  was,  there  was 
80  much  noise,  and  I  taken  it  to  be  his  voice  who  read  the  resolutions, 
&oagb  I  would  not  positively  say  that. 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  was  done  about  the  resolutions  while  you  were 
present;  were  they  read! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  of  them! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  I  did  not  see  them  in  print.  I 
do  not  know  what  *'all"  is. 

Q.  Ton  heard  the  long  list  of  resolutions  read!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Belating  to  the  Matthews  family,  were  they! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  beat  No.  3  having  the  banner;  was  that  in  it! — A.  I  do  not 
recollect  anything  about  the  banner. 

Q.  Bat  it  was  about  the  Matthews  family,  you  know  that! — A.  Yes, 
sir :  the  resolutions  specified  about  the  Matthews  family. 

Q.  What  was  done  after  they  were  read! — A.  Nothing  serves  my 
Biemory  now. 

Q.  Was  a  vote  taken! — ^A.  Oh,  yes^sir;  they  were  adopted. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  want  to  know.  Were  they  adopted  by  a  vote! — ^A. 
TeSfSir. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  crowd  voted  for  them  ! — ^A.  I  really  can- 
not know,  except  one  person. 

Q.  Who  was  that!— A.  That  was  Major  Barry. 

Q.  Whi^  did  he  say! — A.  When  the  resolutions  were  read  M%|or 
Barry  got  up  and  I  saw  him  then  and  knew  his  voice  very  well,  and  I 
could  see  his  head  and  his  hands,  though  there  were  many  persons  stand- 
ing, and  there  was  a  heap  of  shouts  so  that  you  could  scarcely  hear  at 
the  time,  and  he  proposed  that  they  strike  out  the  clause  of  the  resolu- 
tions ttiat  held  the  Matthews  family  and  relatives  responsible  for  any 
▼iolenoe  that  might  occur  to  individuals  or  other  parties. 

Q.  Then  what  happened! — A.  He  wished  this  stricken  out,  and  the 
crowd  cried  out  "Nol^  I  could  hear  many  persons  say  "No,  no,  no!'' 
and  then  they  gave  applause  and  music,  and  Major  Barry  seemed  to  sit 
down.  I  imagined  he  sat  down ;  at  any  rate  he  hushed  a  while,  and  after 
Aere  was  quietness  Major  Barry  got  up  a  second  time  and  commenced 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


366  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN   MISSI8SIPPL 

to  talk  aboat  it  and  they  drowned  him  oat  again  with  ^^No!"  They 
then  pat  the  resolations  to  the  honse  and  a  good  large  voice  said  ^^Tea!" 
they  were  in  favor  of  it. 

Q.  Did  they  make  a  good  deal  of  noise,  a  good  deal  of  demonstratioat 
— A.  Tes,  sir:  and  then  they  put  the  contrary  and  Mi^or  Barry  said 
"NTol'' 

Q.  Did  anybody  else  say  not — ^A.  I  did  not  hear  any  other. 

Q.  Was  there  a  good  deal  of  enthusiasm  t — A.  There  seemed  to  be. 

Q.  Was  Joe  Bailey  there  t — A.  Joe  Bailey  is  the  person  who  spoke. 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  Joe  Bailey  say  f — A.  Bailey's  speech  was  long 
and  tedious. 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  some  thiags  that  you  remember. — A.  Well,  in 
the  beginning  of  his  speech  there  was  much  applause,  so  that  it  seemed 
as  though  it  was  a  long  while  before  he  could  get  started  off.  Bat  after 
a  while,  wheo  the  music  and  shouting  ceased,  he  commenced  in  a  mod- 
erate tone  somewhat,  and  said  that  t£ey  h^  won  a  great  victory.  He 
says,  *'  My  friends,  you  have  won  a  great  victory.''  He  says,  "  Democrats 
we  were,  and  Democrats  we  are."  Ho  says,  "  We  have  got  a  Democratic 
stock  of  officers,"  and  he  says,  "By  the  next  election  we  hope  to  have  a 
Democratic  Congress."  And  something  about  that  way  he  spoke  along 
something  in  moderation.  And  some  persons  by  this  time  hollowed  oat 
to  the  left  of  the  house  from  where  I  was — 1  was  back  in  the  rear,  tbej 
were  in  front  of  me^ — ^^  Tell  us  what  they  done  in  beat  3."  I  do  not 
think  that  Bailey  had  said  anything  in  regard  to  beat  3  prior  to 
that  time.  And  they  shouted  then,  several  hollowed,  and  after  that 
abated  he  says,  "  Now  I  will  tell  you  something  about  beat  3."  He 
says,  "I  went  down  in  beat  3,  me  and  my  friend  Wheeler,"  and  he 
says,  "I  had  thought  to  stump  the  beat,  but,"  he  says,  ^^ after  I  got 
down  there  in  a  portion  of  that  country  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
I  could  do  more  in  the  saddle  than  I  could  on  the  stump.  Therefore, 
we  went  around  to  electioneer." 

Q.  Did  the  crowd  applaud  when  he  said  those  things? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
there  was  much  applause  in  his  speech.  He  seemed  to  be  a  flowery 
speaker  and  tolerably  witty.  He  then  says,  ^  And  I  tell  you,"  he  says, 
^<  when  we  started  out  we  took  along  with  us  something  like  this.^ 
About  the  time  he  said  that  I  could  see  an  opening  in  the  crowd  ahead, 
and  he  pulled  out  a  pistol,  I  took  it  to  be— a  good  long  one.  He  says,  '^  We 
took  along  something  like  this."  Then  he  put  it  back  in  his  bosom. 
Many  persous  laughed  then.  He  never  stopped  his  discourse,  and  went 
on  saying  a  tew  words  in  regard  to  electioneering,  and,  he  says,  ^^  I  teO 
you,  my  friends,  it  is  the  I^t  method  of  electioneering  I  ever  have 
seen." 

Q.  Then  what  did  the  crowd  do  t — A.  They  laughed. 

Q.  Did  they  cheer  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  not  so  much  cheeriDg 
then.  There  was  some  laughter  and  some  hollowed.  Well,  he  says,  "I 
wanted  to  tell  you  about  our  electioneering."  And  he  went  on  and  he 
says,  "  My  friend  Wheeler  is  a  noble  hand  to  electioneer." 

Q.  Did  they  applaud  thatt — A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  they  did  ex- 
actly at  that  time.  I  will  tell  you  as  near  as  I  can.  He  says  ''We 
would  go  down,"  and  he  says, ''  we  would  come  to  a  house,  and  my  frieod 
Wheeler  would  get  right  down  and  go  right  in  and  take  a  seat  right  by 
the  Are  with  those  persons;"  and  he  said,  ''he  would  electione^  a  few 
minutes,  and  they  most  invariably  agreed  to  vote  the  ticket  before  we 
left."  Then  he  bad  some  applause.  Then  they  asked  him,  "Did  yoa 
hurt  anybody  F  That  voice  was  heard  in  the  crowd.  He  says,  "Oh, 
io;  we  didn't  hurt  anybody." 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  else  that  he  said  f — A.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect anything  of  importance,  and  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  really  of 
importance. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics? — A.  I  have  not  had  anything  to  do  with 
politics;  I  have  been  nentral  generally.  I  had  said  I  was  independ- 
ent, meaning  before  that  time;  that  is,  after  the  Independent  party  rose 
ap,  that  I  was  nentral.  Bnt  when  the  party  was  adopted  as  Independ- 
ents, I  have  always  since  claimed  myself  neutral. 

Q.  You  had  not  been  aBepublicanf — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  had  been  a 
Bepnblican. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  armyf — A.  Yes,  sir.  Those  persons 
in  my  neighborhood  that  there  was  much  talk  about  committing  depre- 
dations, I  never  had  had  fears  of  their  interfering  with  me.  I  was  always 
frank  to  say  what  I  thought  about  the  thing. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anybody  in  that  crowd  ask  Bailey  what  they  must 
do  with  those  Independents  after  this  victory;  if  they  must  kill  them! — 
A.  Mr.  Bailey  said  in  his  speech  that  it  would  be  well  for  some  persons 
to  go  around  and  see  those  people  who  aflSliated  with  the  opposite  party 
and  were  voting  different  or  were  willing  to  vote  different  to  us,  and 
eneonrage  them  to  come  together  and  vote  with  us,  he  said.  And  1  do 
not  remember  the  words,  but  there  were  several  words  said  in  regard  to 
asking  them  to  turn  out,  and  as  he  wound  up  that  passage  of  his  speech 
he  says,  "If  they  agree  to  come  back  and  vote  with  us  grant  them  all 
courtesy  and  be  pea<5eable  with  them;  but  in  the  event  that  that  should 
fail,"  he  says,  "then  what  shall  we  dof  The  house  cried  out  then  in 
much  tones,  "Ball  them  out;  kill  them  out."  It  was  all  gloomy  before 
me,  so  many  persons  that  I  could  not  see  who  it  wa-s,  but  there,  was  a 
load  voice  said,  "Kill  them  out"  after  the  cheering  subsided. 

Q.  They  cheered  that,  did  they! — A.  Yes,  sir.  Then  Bailey  said, 
"No,  I  would  not  advise  you  to  kill  them  out,"  but  he  said  "I  believe 
yoa  will  do  it  without  advice." 

Q.  Was  anything  said  about  the  next  time  having  a  Democratic 
Prudent f — A.  I  do  not  really  recollect  that  there  was;  no,  sir;  I  could 
not  say  that  It  was  only  the  next  time  that  he  thought  we  would  have 
a  Democratic  Congress.  *That  came  in  near  the  close  of  his  speech. 
I  do  not  recollect  about  the  President. 

Q.  Who  is  Joe  Bailey — a  Democrat! — A.  I  suppose  he  is;  I  never 
had  any  intimate  acquaintance  with  him.    I  met  him  once  or  twice  at 
Hazlehnrst  before  I  heard  him  speak.    He  seemed  to  be  a  very  clever* 
nice  man. 

Q.  I  should  judge  so  from  his  speech.^ A.  Yes,  he  seemed  so.  That 
was  about  the  first  of  my  acquaintance.    I  had  seen  him  just  a  few  times* 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury: 

Q.  At  that  meeting  where  those  resolutions  were  passed  did  you  hear 
anything  said  about  any  threats  having  been  made  by  the  Matthews 
iamily  at  any  time  in  regard  to  avenging  the  death  of  Print  Mat- 
thewsY— A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  hear  any  one  say  anything  of  that  sort 
that  I  recollect 

Q.  Did  not  the  resolutions  and  preamble  declare  that  threats  had 
bten  made  to  that  effect?  Did  not  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions  de- 
clare: "  Whereas,  we  are  informed  that  threats  have  been  made  by  the 
friends  of  Print  Matthews,"  and  so  on  f — ^A.  I  could  not  really  say.  You 
just  bring  to  memory  this  much  that  was  said  in  the  street,  if  you  will 
allow  me  to  chop  it  up  in  that  form :    In  the  speech,  Bailey  spoke  of  a 
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grievaDoe  that  had  been  caused  by  the  £Eumly,  something  in  regard  to 
having  persons  arrested  some  long  time  before. 

Q.  Yon  heard  the  resolutions ;  did  not  the  preamble  of  the  resola- 
tions  themselves  set  out  as  the  reason  for  that  meeting  that  threats  had 
been  made  by  the  relatives  and  friends  of  Mr.  Matthews  to  avenge  his 
death  f — A.  I  declare  I  cannot  say,  positively,  that  they  did.  I  voll  tell 
you  this  much.  It  seemed  that  the  mass  meeting  held  up  something  of 
that  form,  but  I  do  not  recollect  about  that. 

Q.  Was  or  was  not,  at  this  mass  meeting,  the  sentiment  proclaimed 
that  it  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  persons  and  property 
from  injury  by  the  Matthews  family,  in  conseqaeuce  of  the  death  of 
Print  Matthews  f^  A.  I  did  not  hear  any  words  of  that  sort. 

Q.  At  that  meeting  was  there  not  very  great  excitement  f  Did  not 
the  people  seem  very  much  excited  about  something  Y — A.  I  should  have 
thought  they  were  ftt)m  what  I  saw. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  you  did  not  hear  in  this  meeting  that  the  cause  of  that 
excitement  was  the  apprehension  felt  that  the  friends  and  relatives  (^ 
Print  Matthews  would  attempt  to  avenge  his  death f — A.  No,  sir;  I 
did  not. 

John  T.  Hull  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Feyb  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? — Answer.  I  reside  in  Jackson,  Miss- 

Q.  Have  you  recently  been  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Tribane  f— A. 
Tes,  sir;  during  the  last  campaign  I  published  the  Jackson  TrihonS' 
I  was  one  of  the  editors,  the  senior  editor,  of  the  Tribune. 

Q.  Have  you  received,  in  exchange,  the  Copiah  papers  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  reading  them  the  last  three  or  four  weeks 
before  the  election f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  1  read  them  very  carefully. 

Q.  After  the  election  did  you  see  them  Y — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  read  th^m 
for  several  weeks  after. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the  Oopiah  Signal  newspaper? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  Mr.  Meade's  paper  t — A.  Daring  the  campaign  it  was  edited 
by  J.  L.  Meade.  As  I  understood  it  Mr.  Oscar  Johnson,  who  owned  the 
I>aper,  sold  it  to  Mr.  Meade  or  some  other  parties,  and  Mr.  Meade  was 
editor  during  the  latter  part  of  the  campaign. 

By  the  Ghaishan: 
'     Q.  I  think  Mr.  Mitchell  testified  that  he  was.— A.  Mr.  Mitchell  was, 
I  think,  the  proprietor,  perhaps.    Both  their  names  were  associated  io 
the  paper. 

By  Mr.  FBt^: 

Q.  Were  these  disturbances  in  Oopiah  County  for  two  or  three  weeks 
before  the  election  notorious  over  that  section  of  the  country! — ^A*  Yes, 
sir:  it  was  a  notorious  fact,  not  only  in  Copiah  County,  but  at  the  cap* 
ital  and  elsewhere^  that  affairs  were  in  a  very  bad  condition  in  Copiah 
County,  and  trouble  was  apprehended. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  in  the  Copiah  Signal  any  denunciation  whatever 
of  the  methods  pursued  in  Copiah  County  t — A.  None  at  all.  On  the 
contrary,  it  seemed  to  me  that  every  issue  of  that  paper  foniied  the  flsune. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  condemnation  of  the  death  of  Matthews  in 
that  paper  f — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  about  it  in  that  paper — about  Mr.  Matthew's 
death  t — ^A.  The  issue  after  the  death  of  the  late  J.  P.  Matthews  con- 
tained an  article — the  most  striking  thing  I  noticed  was  the  head-lines 
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of  a  column  article,  perhaps,  in  which  it  said  that  '^  Copiah  shakes  hands 
with  Yazoo,"  bat  a  general  description  of  the  killing  was  not  contained 
10  it  I  think  the  only  mention  of  the  death  of  J.  P.  Matthew's  was 
that  he  was  killed  in  a  personal  difficolty  with  Wheeler.  Possibly  that 
may  have  been  in  the  Copiahian. 

Q.  Was  the  Copiahian  a  Democratic  paper,  toof — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the 
Copiahian  was  a  Democratic  paper,  but  it  was  read  out  of  the  party  be- 
fore the  election. 

Q.  Why  Y — ^A.  The  Copiahian  is  an  old-established  paper  published 
there  for  years,  and  Colonel  Vance,  editor  of  the  paper,  although  a 
Democrat,  was  very  conservative  in  his  views  and  supposed  to  be  fair  and 
willing  to  publish  all  sides.  During  the  last  election  he  gave  items  of  news 
from  the  Didependents,  and  seemed  to  displease  the  Democrats  there, 
and  I  noticed  a  few  weeks  before  the  election  that  nearly  every  issue  of 
the  Oopiah  County  Signal,  that  is  Meade's  paper,  and  the  Crystal 
Springs  Meteor,  also  another  Democratic  paper,  contained  a  series  of 
resolutions  from  different  clubs  throughout  the  county  in  which  the 
paper  was  condemned  and  the  support  of  Democrats  that  had  heretofore 
been  given  to  that  paper  was  asked  to  be  withdrawn.  It  was  placed 
upon  the  Index,  you  might  say. 

Q.  What  oUier  paper  was  that  you  just  meutioned  f — ^A.  The  Crystal 
Springs  Meteor. 

Q.  What  is  that;  a  Democratic  paper t — ^A.  It  supported  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  there :  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  Brookhaven  Leader  Y — A.  That  is  a  Democratic  paper 
also,  published  in  the  town  of  Brookhaven. 

Q.  Is  it  somewhat  conservative  Y — A.  Bather  liberal  in  its  views  and 
treatment  of  subjects. 

Q.  The  Yicksburg  Post,  is  that  a  Democratic  paper Y-* A.  Yes,  sir; 
it  is  a  Democratic  paper. 

Q.  Published  at  Yicksburg  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Tribune  was  published  by  you  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  cut  from  the  Copiah  County  Signal,  under 
date  of  November  9,  an  article  reading,  <*  Greetings.  After  the  revolu- 
tion, Copiah  shakes  hands  with  Yazoo "Y — ^A.  No  sir;  not  exactly  that 
way.  I  cut  from  the  Copiah  County  Signal  an  article  which  I  have  just 
given  the  heading  of:  ^'Copiah  County  shakes  hands  with  Yazoo.'' 
Those  were  the  words;  '<  Copiah  County"  or  <^  Copiah  shakes  hands 
with  Yazoo." 

Q.  Did  you  cut  from  the  Yazoo  Democratic  paper  this  response :  '^  The 
people  referred  to  did  that  precisely  which  they  ought  to  have  done  in 
the  matter  under  consideration,  and  we  applaud  the  determination  man- 
ifested by  them  to  preserve  the  salety  of  society  and  protect  the  well- 
being  of  both  races,  even  if  they  had  to  resort  to  extreme  methods  to 
put  down  the  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  in  their  midst." — ^A.  I  cut 
that  from  a  three-quarter  column  article  in  the  Yazoo  Herald. 

Q.  Of  November  6  Y— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  recognize  that. 

Q.  Did  you  cut  from  the  Copiah  County  Signal  of  October  18, 1883, 
prior  to  the  election,  the  following,  which  I  r^kd : 

The  Independents  ont  in  beat  3  imasnne  they  are  entitled  to  fall  possession  of 
the  aiSairs  in  that  locality,  bnt  they  are  laboring  under  a  grave  mistake.  The  Deni- 
ocrata  are  not  going  to  be  mled  or  dictated  to  by  them  any  longer.  The  negroes  had 
as  well  nnderaund  this  now.  If  they  will  not  vote  with  the  Democrats,  it  would  be 
best  for  them  and  the  country  that  they  refuse  to  participate  in  the  election.  The 
weather  might  be  warm  that  day  and  they  might  possibly  get  sun-struck. 
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Did  you  cut  that  from  the  Copiah  County  Signal  October  18, 1883  t-»A. 
I  cut  that  from  the  Signal.  I  think  that  was  the  date;  that  was  about 
the  correct  date. 

Q.  I  see  in  the  Copiah  Signal  a  good  many  references  to  the  election 
of  1875  in  Mississippi.  Was  the  election  of  1875  known  as  the  election 
under  the  shot-gun  policy  f — A.  I  believe  that  is  the  name  by  which  it 
is  known  throughout  the  North. 

Q.  Was  it  an  election  under  arms  Y — A.  The  election  of  1875  in  Mis- 
sissippi  is  a  long  story. 

Q.  I  do  not  want  the  long  story,  but  was  it  an  election  where  men 
were  mounted,  and  was  it  the  year  that  there  was  a  revolution  in  poli- 
tics and  the  Democrats  gained  absolute  control  of  the  State  t — A.  The 
Democrats  gained  control  of  the  State  in  1875  and  1876. 

Q.  Were  there  any  guns  fired  in  Mississippi  in  1875 1 — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
as  a  matter  of  course,  certainly.  The  election  of  1875  and  the  revolution 
of  1875  was  caused  by  many  reasons.  It  was  a  unification  of  the  white 
people  against  the  colored  people  in  point  of  fact,  and  the  difference 
between  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  draw  a  distinction)  1875  and  revolutions 
that  have  occurred  since  is,  that  in  1875  there  was  a  voluntary  union  of 
the  white  men  against  the  colored  men.  In  the  late  elections  it  is  an 
attempt  to  make  a  forced  union  of  the  whites  against  the  blacks. 

Q.  You  were  not  a  Republican  in  1875  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  a  Democrat  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  a  Democrat  until  1877, 
when  the  Democratic  convention  proclaimed  a  certain  resolution  which  I 
did  not  exactly  indorse,  and  that,  amongst  other  things,  determined  me 
to  abandon  the  party. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Burnet,  who  sits  by  me  t — ^A.  I  have  known  Mr. 
Burnet  for  a  number  of  years ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  his  family  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  about  all  my  life. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  family  is  it  in  Mississippi  Y — ^A.  It  is  as  honorable 
a  family  as  there  is  in  the  State. 

Q.  Has  it  always  been  so  regarded  Y — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  Mr.  Burnet  who  is  here  Y — A.  I  have 
known  Mr.  Burnet  personally,  I  think,  since  1879,  possibly  a  year  be* 
fore.    I  know  nothing  against  Mr.  Burnet  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  canvass  with  him  Y — A.  I  was  in  the  canvass  of 
1879  with  him. 

Q.  Was  that  his  first  attempt  at  public  speaking  Y — ^A.  I  think  be 
won  his  spurs  that  year. 

Q.  Did  beachieveconsiderable  influence  in  the partyY — ^A.  He  achieved 
considerable  local  reputation  in  our  county.  His  father  was  Bepnblicao 
candidate  in  our  county,  and  Mr.  Burnet  met  the  candidates  on  tiie  other 
side,  the  speakers  on  the  stump  frequently,  and  I  understood  he  acquit- 
ted  himself  creditably. 

Q.  Did  he  at  any  time  meet  on  the  stump  and  ditide  time  with  your 
governor Y — ^A.  I  understood  that  during  our  last  election  down  in  the 
county  he  divided  time  at  the  barbecue  with  (Jovemor  Lowry.  I  was 
not  present. 

Q.  In  the  next  election  was  Mr.  Burnet  a  candidate  himself  Y — A*  Mr. 
Burnet  was  a  candidate  for  the  State  senate  during  that  same  year. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  he  came  out  as  compared  with  the  balance  of 
his  ticketj  did  he  hold  himself  up  to  the  full  Y— A.  I  think  so.  Po^wiblr 
Colonel  King  may  have  received  a  few  more  votes,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  he  did.    I  speak  without  any  statistics  before  me. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  in  the  home  of  the  candidates  opposed 
to  him  he  got  a  large  majority  Y 
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The  Witness.  Down  at  Port  Gibson? 

Mr.  Fbye.  Yes. 

A.  I  cannot  testify  on  that  point.  ^ 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Bnmet  called  into  ques- 
tion QDtil  it  was  called  in  question  here  on  this  trial  f — A.  I  would  like 
to  explain  on  that  point.  It  has  been  my  observation  from  a  number 
of  years  experience,  that  political  friendships  and  political  alliances  . 
govern  men  to  a  great  extent,  unfortunately,  in  their  estimation  of  the 
character  of  other  men.  So  far  as  the  character  of  Mr.  Burnet  is  con- 
cerned, I  have  nothing  in  the  world  against  him ;  in  fa<;t  I  have  heard 
considerable  in  his  praise,  a  great  deal  in  his  praise  from  the  opposition 
and  from  men  who  are  naturally  very  bitter  and  extreme  men.  You 
will  hear  criticisms  of  all  men,  men  whose  character  is  as  pure  as  ice 
and  as  chaste  as  snow;  they  do  not  escape  calumny,  as  the  poet  says. 
I  dare  say  I  have  heard  criticisms  of  Mr.  Burnet  from  extreme  Demo- 
crats as  I  have  heard  them  of  the  late  lamented  Colonel  King,  as  pure 
a  man  as  was  in  Mississippi.  I  have  heard  criticisms  from  that  source 
of  Mr.  Burnet,  but  from  none  other. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  the  opponent  of  Mr.  Burnet  compliment  him  in 
that  canvass  of  18791 — A.  I  certainly  did.  I  heard  candidates  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  speak  in  high  terms  of  him.  I  remember,  now,  Mr. 
HcWilley  and  I  had  a  conversation  about  Mr.  Burnet.  At  that  time 
Mr.  Burnet  was  unknown;  he  lived  in  a  remote  part  of  the  county — I 
mean  unknown  as  a  public  man,  and  we  were  all  surprised  that  he  had 
acquitted  himself  so  well.  Mr.  McWilley  and  I  had  a  conversation  about 
Mr.  Burnet  once.  He  was  a  candidate  then  and  was  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  he  spoke  of  Mr.  Burnet  as  a  very  sprightly  man, 
a  very  intelligent  man,ror  something  of  the  kind.  It  was  in  terms  of 
praise,  and  I  have  heard  a  good  many  others  also. 

Q.  How  did  Colonel  Stewart,  who  met  him  in  joint  discussion,  speak 
of  him  f — A.  I  think  Colonel  Stewart  spoke  of  him  in  terms  of  friendship 
and  of  pleasure  at  meeting  him;  appreciated  him  as  a  man  of  intelli- 
gence. 

Q.  I  will  call  your  attention  once  more  to  the  Copiah  Signal.  Was 
this  what  it  contained  touching  the  deAth  of  Matthews:  ^^In  a  personal 
difficulty  on  last  Thursday  morning.  J.  P.  Matthews  was  killed  by  E. 
B.  Wheeler. '^ — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  the  oest  of  my  recollection.  I  do  uot 
recollect  whether  that  was  in  the  Signal  or  the  Copiahian,  but  my  best 
recollection  is  that  that  was  contained  in  one  or  the  other. 

Q.  Ttiat  IS  all  that  you  ever  saw  about  it  in  either  of  the  papers,  at  any 
ratef — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  all. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  this  article  was  clipped  from  the 
Vicksburg  Post  [handing  a  paper  to  the  witness]  t — A.  (After  examin 
ing  the  paper.)  Yes,  sir;  that  was  clipped  from  the  Post.    I  clipped  it 
myself. 

Q.  It  is  in  your  paperf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Feye.  I  will  read  this  from  the  Vicksburg  Post,  a  Democratic 
paper: 

"A  free  ballot  and  a  fair  count  *'  does  not  seem  to  be  the  motto  of  the  Copiah  County 
Democracy.  In  the  attempt  to  cast  his  vote  at  Hazlehurst,  Print  Matthews  received 
a  charge  of  twenty-four  buckshot  in  the  face,  killins;  him  instantly.  It  is  said  the 
Copiah  County  Democrats  were  afraid  Matthews  might  get  up  a  not.  But  the  facts 
are  that  he  went  to  the  polls  single-handed  and  alone,  and  in  the  attempt  to  exercise 
his  privilege  of  American  citizenship  was  shot  down  like  a  dog. 

This  is  the  worst  murder  that  has  occurred  in  Mississippi  since  the  Chisholm  killing. 
It  will  ii^ure  the  good  name  and  material  prosperity  of  the  State.  Besides,  it  will 
fomisb  capital  to  the  Republicans  in  the  coming  Fresidential  contest.    They  can  well 
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ask  :  "  Where  is  your  free  ballot  in  BfissiBsippi,  when  the  contents  of  a  doable- barreled 
shotgnn  are  poured  into  a  man  who  dares  to  attempt  to  exercise  his  right  to  TOte!" 
Eveiy  ballet  that  was  shot  into  Matthews  will  be  worth  thousands  of  votes  to  thsBe- 
publicaDB,  because  it  will  be  said,  and  cannot  be  denied,  he  was  killed  on  aocoont  of 
nis  politics  by  intolerant  Democrats. 

Q.  What  is  the  Vicksbnrg  Evening  Post t — A.  That  is  the  same  paper. 

Q.  That,  then,  is  a  Democratic  paper? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  thiat  is  also. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  Yoq  do  not  pat  in  those  extracts  under  oath  t 

Mr.  Fbye.  Only  the  fact  that  they  are  in  the  paper  as  indicating 
public  opinion.    Do  you  object? 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  I  do  not  object  to  anything  you  choose  to  put  in. 

Mr.  Fbyb.  Very  well ;  then  I  will  put  in  some  more.  Here  is  an 
article  from  the  Vicksbnrg  Post  of  December  22, 1883  [to  tJie  witness]; 
you  say  that  is  a  Democratic  paper? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Fbye  read  as  follows: 

As  a  matter  of  general  interest  we  print  to-day  a  communication  pniporting  to  giT« 
a  truthful  statement  of  the  killing  or  J.  P.  Matthews  and  of  the  l>ad  condition  of  pol- 
itics in  Copiah  County.  The  correspondent  bears  as  oat  in  the  opinion  we  expressed 
weeks  ago,  that  the  good  people  of  Copiah  Connty  do  not  approTe  of  the  killing  of 
Matthews.  When  the  good  and  qniet  people  of  that  oonntv  hare  the  opportunity 
they  will  rebuke  those  who  are  now  oarryinff  things  with  such  a  high  hand  and  who 
pretend  to  represent  the  true  sentiment  of  the  people  of  that  uiubrtnnate  county. 
From  the  facts  developed  and  statements  from  aU  sources  in  regud  to  the  killing  it 
would  be  strange  if  even  a  community  of  savages  could  honestly  sanction  such  a  ter- 
rible murder;  and  when  the  pressure  ceases,  and  the  true  sentiment  of  the  people 
finds  ezpressiony  it  will  be  found  that  a  large  mi^oritv  of  the  citizens  of  Copiah  are 
utterly  opposed  to  the  killing  and  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Hazlehurst  mass  meetinj^. 
The  writer  of  the  communication  is  a  Democrat,  and  opposed  the  Matthews  party  lo 
the  recent  election. 

Our  correspondent  gives  his  views  in  regard  to  the  question  of  suffrage,  and  &von 
disfranchising  and  colonizing  the  negroes.  The  suffrage  and  race  question  is  a  prob- 
lem that  puzzles  our  great  siatesmen.  A  few  years  ago,  when  the  exodus  of  negroes 
to  Kansas  was  threatened,  according  to  our  recollection  the  Democratic  politicians 
and  newspapers  were  generally  oppMed  to  the  negroes  leaving  the  State.  Individu- 
ally, we  were  then  in  fivor  of  makinff  no  attempt  to  dissuade  the  negroes  from  leaving 
the  State;  possibly  our  State  would  have  been  better  off  if  all  of  them  had  gone. 

The  Republicans  of  the  Northern  States  also  complain  of  the  evils  engendered  by 
ignorant  suffrage,  and  charge  that  the  Democratic  party  in  that  section  contains  a 
larffc  element  of  ignorance. 

But  we  have  a  large  negro  population  in  our  State,  and  the  dominant  party  and 
race  should  treat  them  with  kindness  ^d  Justice  in  aU  business  relations.  Wisdom 
and  prudence  should  be  exercised  so  as  not  to  infringe  upon  the  political  rights  of  any 
one.  Of  course  our  people  do  not  want  and  will  not  submit  to  a  rule  of  ignorance  and 
corruption,  but  this  can  be  averted  without  oommittiuff  such  a  terrible  murder  as  wai 
that  of  Matthews,  and  without  passing  such  foolish  and  intolerant  resolutions  as  those 
of  the  Hazlehurst  mass  meeting. 

Q.  What  is  the  Weekly  Mercury  f — ^A.  It  is  a  Democratic  paper, 
published  in  Meridian,  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Frye.  Here  is  an  article  ttom  this  Weekly  Mercury  of  Novem- 
ber :^,  1883  [reading] : 

We  can  recognize  the  fact  that  the  bloody  shirt  shriekers  can  never  fully  under- 
stand the  situation  when  Southern  men  have  to  do  so  desperate  a  tbingas  shooting 
down  a  man  like  Print  Matthews.  They  live  in  a  land  where  it  is  well  nigh  impoesible 
that  a  state  of  society  could  exist  to  render  it  possible  that  such  deeds  conJd  occur 
among  a  civilized  people — not  only  possible,  but  probable,  and  the  natoral,  inevitable, 
and  certain  sequence  of  the  situation.  They  don't  know  and  can't  know  anything 
about  the  excited  negro  under  the  influence  of  vile,  bad  white  men.  They  never  saw 
the  negro  as  he  is.  They  only  know  him  from  books,  probably  books  as  antiquated 
and  untruthful  as  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.  If  they  could  know  the  negro  as  he  isj  they 
could  see  what  seems  now  to  them  pure  cussedness,  reason  and  good  sense  in  the 
warning  given  out  by  the  Copiah  mass  meeting  against  any  white  man's  orgsniiing 
negroes  politicaily  or  otherwise.  Nobody  knows  yet — the  Meridian  Ropublican  cer 
tainly  don't  know — what  Print  Matthews  suffered  the  extreme  for.  That  resolution^ 
the  plain,  palpable  admission  of  what  for.    It  was  not  because  he  was  voting  the 
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Bfipnbliean  ticket,  nor  tliat  in  a  fair  and  honorable  way  be  bad  persnaded  negroes  to 
do  it.  No.  it  was  not  for  tbat.  It  was  not  on  account  of  politics  in  any  way.  He 
bad  organised  tbe  negroes  in  a  frenzied  spirit  of  bate  to  antagonize  the  white  people 
tbat  niade  him  a  perpetual  danger  to  the  white  people.  He  bad  put  himself  outside 
tbe  protection  of  the  civilissed  white  men  of  Copiah,  and  made  it  a  virtue  for  any  one 
of  tnem  to  slay  him,  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  community.  The  slaying  of  such  a  man 
under  such  circumstances  is  not  murder;  bowcTer  it  may  appear  technically,  it  is 
Justifiable  homicide. 

Q.  You  say  the  Biookhaven  Leader  is  a  Democratic  paper? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Fbye.  Under  date  of  December  13, 1883, 1  find  the  following: 

The  killing  of  Matthews  was  bad  enough ;  tbe  passage  of  the  now  famous  Copiah 
resolutions  against  bis  family  was  much  worse ;  but  the  appointment  of  Wheeler  as 
mantbal  of  Hazlehurst,  as  a  peace  officer,  before  he  had  passed  through  even  the 
fonnmlity  of  a  trial— well,  tbat  caps  tbe  climax. 

I  think  80  myself^  bat  that  need  not  be  taken  down. 

Mr.  Saxtlsbuby.  I  think  it  had  better  be  taken  down. 

Mr.  Fbts.  I  have  no  objection  to  having  it  pat  down  there.  You 
will  hear  it  again  in  mnch  stronger  langnage  before  the  Senate  adionms. 
I  have  here  theOopiah  Signal  of  October  18,  1883.  [To  the  witness.] 
This  is  a  Democratic  paper ;  Mr.  Meade's  paper  t 

Tbe  WiTNBSS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Fbye.  I  will  read  this  extract — 

AooonrpaDyinff  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Forest  Hill  Club  was  a  note  which 
says :  "  We  are  baying  a  gay  time  of  it  down  here,  and  if  there  is  a  Radical  in  this  neck 
of  tbe  woods  we  don't  Know  where  to  find  him." 

In  another  item  it  says : 

The  Independents  out  in  beat  throe  imagine  they  are  entitled  to  fhll  possession  of 
affairs  in  that  locality,  but  they  are  laborinff  under  a  grave  mistake.  The  Democrats 
are  not  going  to  be  ruled  or  dictated  to  by  them  any  longer.  The  negroes  bad  as  well 
understand  tnis  now.  If  they  will  not  vote  with  tbe  Democrats  it  would  be  best  for 
them  and  the  county  that  they  refuse  to  participate  in  the  election.  The  weather 
might  be  warm  tbat  day,  and  they  might  possibly  get  sun  struck. 

The  resolation  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

FOREST  HILL  CLUB. 

BeBoluH<m$  adopted  <m  the  l^th  of  October, 

Bemlred,  That  since  we  regard  the  Copiahian,  a  paper  published  bv  J.  F.  Vance,  as 
an  enemy  to  tbe  welfare  of  tne  Democratic  party,  that  all  members  of  this  club  taking 
said  paper  stop  their  subscriptions  to  said  paper  after  this  meeting. 

Rnolved,  That  the  name  of  every  member  of  this  club  voting  a  folded  ticket  be 
published  in  the  Copiah  Signal  after  the  election  in  November. 
Tbe  next  meeting  of  the  club  will  be  held  on  the  3d  day  of  November. 

B.  F.  CATCHING8, 

FreMeHt. 
R.  IL  Ktls, 
SecnioTjf, 

BeooUed^  That  Brown  Store  Club  endorse  the  action  of  Crystal  Springs  Club,  with- 
drawing all  sabscription  and  advertising  patronage  from  the  Copianian. 

B.  K.  MoMANUS, 
Chairman » 
D.  J.  Kartin, 

Seeretarjf. 

and  a  large  namber  of  others,  which  I  will  not  read. 

The  Oopiah  Signal  of  September  14, 1883,  contains  this  article,  which 
headed  '*  A  Correction." 

▲  CORRRCnOX. 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Brandon  Republican  appears  ouite  a  sensation  arllde 
onder  the  caption  "HeU  broke  loose  in  Copiah.''    Tnat  article  overdraws  tbe  picture 
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Vfty  oiach.  aud  we  wish  to  malie  the  proper  correction.  Id  tlie  speech  referred  to 
J.  P.  Mattnews  did  DOt  advise  the  negroes  to  hring  their  guns,  pistols,  ete.,  to  the 
next  meeting.  The  shooting  of  Burnet  is  in  no  way  referable  to  Blatthews'  speech, 
aiHl  had  no  connection  with  politics,  nor  did  the  difficulty  between  Wheeler  and 
MiDcher.  Oar  people  have  been  in  a  state  of  considerable  excitement  owing  to  tbo 
fact  that  the  air  has  been  fall  of  rumors  of  all  sorts,  whether  founded  in  fact  or  not, 
wo  could  not  telly  but  they  thonght  it  well  to  be  on  the  alert,  aud  so  they  have  been. 

Among  the  items  contaiDed  in  the  paper  I  find  this: 
A  canvass  such  as  ^75  wiU  clean  'em  out. 
Also  this: 

OUTSPOKEN. 

Elsewhere  may  be  seen  the  resolution  of  the  Forest  Hill  Club,  to  which  we  invite 
at  tention.  We  congratulate  it  on  its  firmness  and  candor,  and  would  like  to  see  oth«r 
clubs  in  the  county  speak  out  in  equally  bold  and  unmistakable  t^rms.  There  is  oo 
UHe  in  being  too  modest  about  a  thing,  especially  in  dealing  with  such  political  ene- 
mies as  we  nave  to  contend  with  in  our  midst. 

Here  is  the  Weekly  Copiabiau  of  September  15, 1883.  ("To  the  witness.] 
That  is  the  one  yon  say  which  has  been  the  old  Democratic  paper,  ana 
was  conservative! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  to  say,  it  was  Democratic? — A.  It  published  all  sides,  as  a 
matter  of  news,  but  I  understood  it  to  be  supporting  the  Democratic 
ticket. 

Mr.  Fbte.  I  desire  to  put  in  there,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  letter  wntten  by 
J.  P.  Matthews,  September  12, 1883,  and  published  in  this  paper,  directed 
to  the  editors  of  theCopiahian,  in  re8X>on8e  to  a  charge  that  he  had  talked 
aud  made  incendiary  speeches.    I  desire  to  put  it  in  without  reading  it: 

EdUor»  of  the  Copidhan : 

In  the  Copiah  Signal  of  August  31st,  ultimo,  I  noticed  an  editorial  commentine  open 
what  the  editor  of  that  paper  was  pleased  to  term  a  talk  made  by  myself  in  Hazle- 
hurst  on  the  25th  of  the  same  montn,  which  editorial,  I  desire,  through  the  inflaeoce 
of  your  columns,  briefly  to  review. 

The  Signal  correctly  savs  that  the  meeting  referred  to  "  was  composed  almost  entirely 
of  negroes."  But  1  would  simply  ask  if  they,  too,  are  not  voters  and  tax-payen*,  and 
therefore  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  American  citizeos; 
or  at  least  as  much  so  as  the  colored  people  in  our  sister  county,  Hinds,  with  whom  the 
Bourbons  of  that  county  have  so  recently  fused,  and  promised  them  fair  elections  sod 
but  a  meager  portion  of  the  spoils,  and  ill  for  the  glorious  privilege  of  afiiliatiugaiid 
associating  with  them  politicallv  (if  nothing  more)  from  this  until  the  election  in 
November  next  f  Will  tne  Signal  please  answer  f  Will  he  also  tell  when  the  negro  is 
to  be  appreciated  in  Copiah,  as  he  now  is  in  Hinds  T  In  other  words,  will  the  Signal 
tell  its  readers  and  the  world  how  many  more  political  decades  are  to  roll  by  b^ore 
his  party  will  harmonize  upon  the  great  question  of  fusion  f 

Tne  Signal,  in  the  editorial  referred  to,  either  intentionally  or  unwittingly,  grossly 
misrepresented  my  statement  or  assertion  on  that  occasion. 

I  did  say  then,  and  now  repeat,  that  the  Merchants'  aud  Planters*  Bank  at  Hazle- 
hurst  was  chartered  by  a  Democratic  legislature,  under  the  provinion  in  the  Demo- 
cratic code  of  1880,  which  exempted  said  oank  from  the  payment  of  any  county  taxes 
whatever  on  |15,(KX)  of  their  capital  stock.  From  this  law  it  will  be  seen  that  this 
bauk  pays  only  a  privilege  tax  to  the  State  of  (200,  which  amounts  to  only  $13  on 
the  |1,000,  while  every  other  citizen  of  the  town  enjoying  any  oue  of  the  pfivile^ 
enumerated  by  the  revenue  act  of  1880  pavs  $16  on  the  |1,000,  and  a  citizen  living 
outside  the  corporation  pays  |15  on  the  fl,000. 

Instance,  T.  £.  MiUsaps,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Pine  Bidge,  psys 
for  1882  as  follows,  to  wit: 

State  tax «2  50 

County,  genera  1 9  75 

Deficit,school 1  75 

School 5« 

Privilege 3« 

Total *. 16  00 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  any  one  outside  the  corporation^  doing  a  privileged  bnsi- 
D68S  of  any  kind,  pays  |2  more  than  the  M.  &.  P.'s  bank,  which,  I  assert,  is  not  in  con- 
formity wiUi  either  the  spirit  or  letter  of  our  State  or  Federal  constitution,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  by  a  free  people,  no  matter  what  their  political 
creed  may  be.  Again,  it  is  manifestly  obvious  that  the  M.  Sl  P.'s  bank  pays  $2  less 
on  the  $1,000  than  other  citizens  of  the  county,  and  |5  less  on  all  sums  over  $15,000, 
because  they  pay  no  privilege  tax  on  any  amount  over  and  above  that  amount, 
while  others  pa^  a  privilege  upon  all  amounts  they  possess.  Now  I  would  ask  the 
editor  of  the  Signal,  who  seems  to  be  the  chosen  oracle  and  mouthpiece  of  the 
eeurt-honse  ring  and  bank,  to  come  out  openly  and  frankly  and  say  whether  or  not 
hit  gross  and  absurd  misrepresentations  of  my  speech  (or  talk),  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to  by  him,  were  made  at  random,  or  u^n  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  without 
mature  investigation  and  reflection ;  or  was  it  wholly  intentional  on  his  part,  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  myself  iujustice,  and,  at  the  same  time,  hoodwinking  and  mislead- 
mg  the  public?  Come,  Mend  Meade,  an  honest  confession  is  said  to  be  good  for  the 
sonl. 

Again,  the  Signal  says  that  I  said  that  a  Democratic  legislature  exempted  the 
Mississippi  Mills,  at  Wesson,  from  taxation  for  ten  years,  ana  denies  the  correctness 
of  the  assertion,  and  refers  to  the  acts  of  1672,  page  65,  &c.  Now,  I  would  ask  the 
editor  of  the  Signal,  being  as  he  is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  an  editor  of  a  newspaper, 
and  the  political  Moses,  as  it  were,  of  the  Bourbon  party  of  Copiah,  if  it  be  poHsible 
that  he  Is  so  utterly  ignorant  of  the  laws  in  our  statute  books,  or  was  it  his  deliber- 
ate design  to  mislead  the  public  by  his  wholesale  and  reckless  assertions,  wholly  un- 
snstain^  by  the  real  facts  in  the  premises,  merely  to  shield  this  great  monopoly  from 
poblic  censure  and  condemnation,  who,  as  it  has  been  stated  in  the  newspapers, 
withdrew  their  pretended  contributions  to  the  cyclone  sufferers— a  cori)oration  ex- 
empted through  the  grace  of  the  Bourbon  Democracy  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
paying  comparatively  no  taxes,  and  receiving  their  pro  rata  of  the  school  fund  from 
the  county,  money  paid  in  as  taxes  by  the  honest  yeomanry  f  See  act«  of  1882, 
chap.  49,  p.  84,  approved  March  9,  1882,  and  enacted  by  a  Democratic  legislature, 
exempting  the  Mississippi  Mills  for  ten  years.  See,  also,  the  land  assessment  of  our 
county  for  18B3,  now  on  file  in  chancery  clerk's  office,  upon  which  it  appears  that  the 
taxable  land  belonging  to  said  mills  are  valued  at  $10,410.  See,  also,  personal  roll 
for  same  year,  which  shows  only  $1,050  personal  property  taxable  and  belonging  to 
said  mill^  thus  making  the  total  valuation  of  their  taxable  property,  real  and  per- 
sonal, only  $11,460,  while  twelve  months  ago,  under  the  original  act  of  1872,  tney 
claimed  ^,400  employed  in  manufacturing,  and  theretofore  exempt  from  taxation 
under  said  act  of  1872,  which  said  last-mentioned  act  has  long  since  expired  by  lim- 
itation. And  yet  said  mills,  on  the  personal  assessment  roll  of  1883,  now  claim  that 
same  amount  exempt  under  the  Democratic  law  of  1882,  and  only  pay  taxes  upon 
the  pitiful  sum  of  $11,460,  as  before  stated.  Now,  will  the  editor  of  the  Signal  ex- 
amine the  laws  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  also  the  assessment  rolls,  carefrllly  and 
impartially,  and  then,  as  an  honest  Journalist,  inform  the  people  who  has  been 
gnilty  of  makiuff  ''wholesale  and  reckless  assertions '' f 

Again,  it  has  been  circulated  throughout  the  county  that  I  have  been  making  in- 
cendiary speeches ;  and  that  I  have  sent  out  to  the  colored  people  to  come  to  town 
armed,  ^c.  This  I  here  denounce  as  basely  false,  and  without  the  slightest  founda- 
tion in  truth. 

It  is  true  that  I  have  always  arraigned  the  Bourbon  Democracy  for  their  short- 
comings and  ''crookedness"  whenever  occasion  offers,  and  still  expect  to  do  so  in 
fntare.  I  have  also  arraigned  our  Bourbon  county  officials  for  their  various  derelic- 
tions in  office,  believing  that  it  was  not  only  my  privilege  but  my  duty  to  do  so  in 
the  interest  of  my  fellow  citizens.    That  there  has  been  either  carelessness  or  negli- 

ffnce  in  the  registration  of  voters  in  our  county  cannot  be  succesafall^  denied ;  yet 
do  not  charge  our  circuit  clerk  with  any  improper  or  sinister  motive  in  this  partic- 
ular connection.  In  respect  to  the  dnties  of  the  circuit  clerk  as  register  of  voters — 
see  section  112,  Code  of  1880 — which  says  "that  at  the  time  of  entering  the  name  of 
any  person  on  the  register  of  electors  in  any  election  district  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
coort  shall  enter  such  name  in  its  order  on  the  alphabetical  list  of  voters  in  such  elec- 
tion district  so  as  to  preserve  the  list  of  all  qualified  electors  in  such  district  in  their 
alphabetical  order  for  convenience  and  reference." 

Now  all  I  ask  is  that  the  people  examine  this  law  for  themselves,  and  then  say 
whether  or  not  it  has  been  complied  with,  considering  the  great  number  of  voters  at 
the  different  precincts  in  our  county  who  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  voting  on 
account  of  their  names  having  been  left  off  of  the  poll-books. 

1  have  also  charged  the  tax  collector  of  our  county  with  failing  to  give  and  pre- 
serve such  tax  receipts  as  prescribed  by  law  (see  sec.  516,  Code  of  18^)  which  re- 
qoires  date,  number,  name  of  tax-payer,  property  on  which  taxes  are  paid,  amount  of 
real  and  personal  (separate)  and  precinct  at  the  head  of  receipt,  distinctly  specifying 
land  as  described  on  assessment  roll,  and  any  receipt  not  as  above  shall  be  void  aa 
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eridenoe  that  said  taxes  bad  been  paid.  So  if  a  tax  payer'p  land  is  sold  for  taxes  and 
his  receipt  does  not  oome  np  to  the  above  requirements,  it  wonld  not  be  admissible  u 
evidence.  I  have  now  in  my  possession  and  have  exhibited  on  former  oecasioiis  a 
number  of  tax  receipts  which  are  palpably  in  non-conformity  with  the  law  as  above 
cited. 

Some  without  number,  some  without  amount  of  assessment,  and  all  without  rste 
ner  cent.,  and  some  duplicate  receipts  showing  that  the  same  parties  had  paid  twice 
n>r  the  same  year,  while  in  almost  every  instance  more  taxes  were  charged  and  col- 
lected than  were  due  under  the  law. 

Now  I  ask  the  people  not  to  take  my  word  for  it,  but  to  examine  the  law  for  them- 
selves. Also  to  examine  their  own  tax  receipts  at  home,  and  I  venture  the  aasertioD, 
that  they  will  find  at  least  a  great  number  of  ^em  the  same  as  those  I  have  referred 
to. 

For  no  greater  crime  than  making  such  oharses  as  the  above,  none  of  which  hsve 
been  successfhlly  refuted,  neither  can  they  be,  I  have  been  accused  of  making  incen- 
diary speeches,  and  the  editor  of  the  Meteor,  a  Democratic  paper,  published  in  this 
county,  after  a  thorough  and  critical  diagnosis,  has  prescribed  '*  lead,"  which  (I  in- 
ter]fret  to  mean  murder)  as  the  **  only  counter-irritant.''  Now,  in  conclusion,  all  I 
desire  to  know,  is  whether  or  not  the  fair-minded  Chrietian  people  of  our  county  pro- 
IK>8e  by  their  silence  to  indorse  the  suggestions  of  the  Meteor. 

KespectfhUy,  

J.  P.  MATTHEW& 

Hazlbhusst,  September  12, 18^. 

Mr.  Fbye.  I  desire  to  pat  in  here  from  the  Oopiah  Signal,  as  a  state- 
ment of  the  paper,  this: 

The  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  will  be  absent  next  week 
and  during  his  absence  G.  S.  Dodds  will  act  in  his  stead,  to  whom  all  matters  relating 
to  the  canvass  should  be  referred. 

I  suppose  that  is  the  Mr.  Dodds  who  is  here  present.  That  is  in  the 
paper  dated  October  11, 1883.    Also  an  item  below: 

Give  it  to  'em,  boys,  Uke  they  got  it  in  1875.    That's  the  way  to  win. 

In  the  Oopiah  Signal  of  August  24  is  the  following  item: 

A  canvass  like  1675  brought  forth  splended  results  in  Copiah  County.  Let's  haye 
the  same  kind  of  a  canvass  this  &U. 

Here  is  an  address  issued  by  J.  L.  Meade,  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee,  to  the  voters  of  Oopiah  Oounty.    I  desire  to  read  an  extract: 

Since  the  overthrow  of  our  eoemies  they  have  never  ceased  to  chafe  under  their 
defeat,  and  have  been  year  by  year  gathering  together  the  scattered  fragments  of 
their  ^litioal  machinery  to  maxe  one  more  desperate  assault  upon  the  l^^mocrstio 
ranks  m  the  hope  of  relnntatiDg  themselves  in  place  and  power.  To  accomplii»h  their 
purpose  they  have  allied  themselves  with  any  and  every  party  or  faction  of  aoy 
political  creed,  or  without  any  at  all,  until  now  they  stand  before  the  country  bereft 
of  all  platforms,  principles,  and  doctrines,  save  what  is  contained  in  these  three  worda^ 
"Opposition  to  Democracy."  Their  purpose  in  this  is  clear.  The  Democracy  is  in 
power;  they  want  to  get  into  power,  hence  they  oppose  '* Democracy." 

In  Copiah  County  it  must  be  admitted  they  have  made  some  gains,  having  now 
control  of  the  treasurer's  office  and  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  these  have  certainly 
not  been  managed  to  the  best  interests  of  the  county. 

Also  the  following :  "  The  opposition  ticket.^  I  will  only  read  what 
is  said  in  opposition : 

L.  H.  Matthews,  candidate  for  sheriff.  He  is  the  only  Republican  on  the  ticket,  and 
is  the  representative  of  the  old  Matthews  regime  that  lorded  it  over  the  people  nntil 
the  revolntion  of  187.5  hurled  them  from  place  and  i>ower.  His  name  alone  is  soiBcient 
to  damn  him  politically  with  the  people  of  this  county,  for  if  there  is  one  name  more 
detestable  and  abhorrent  than  another  to  a  Copiah  Democrat,  that  name  is  Matthews. 

From  the  Oopiah  Sifirnal,  September  7, 1883 : 
1883  can  be  made  as  good  as  1875. 

Again  : 
In  1875  it  was  accomplished  by  organization  and  by  every  man  doing  his  doty. 
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By  Mr.  Fbte  : 
Q.  The  Meteor,  yoa  said,  I  think,  was  a  Democratic  paper  t — X.  Yes^ 
sir. 
Q.  Published  at  Crystal  Spring,  Oopiah  County  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  F&YE.  I  read  the  following^m  that  paper : 

Bemember,  remember  ^66  And  '76,  ye  white  men  of  Copiah.  Go  in  to  win.  Boose 
up  And  ahftke  the  lethargy  from  your  limbs. 

Another: 

Dont  lay  the  flattering  onotion  to  yonr  sool  that  the  negroes  are  divided.  They 
will  march  in  solid  phaluix  to  the  polls,  and  don't  yon  forget  it. 

Again: 

Where  are  we  drifting,  if  not  to  degradation,  infamy,  and  rain.  Bouse  ye,  men  of 
Copiahy  and  pnt  on  the  earnest  look  Uiat  betokened  victory  in  ^75. 

Atgain: 

MAtthews  made  an  incendiary  talk  in  Haslehnrst  last  Saturday.  We  invite  him  np 
here  to  repeat  it. 

Again: 

Ineendiary  speeches  have  but  one  connter-irritant— lead. 

Mr.  Fbyb.  I  desire  to  put  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  Matthews,  made  on 
Saturday,  which  has  been  alluded  to  as  an  incendary  speech,  reported  in 
the  Democratic  paper,  the  Weekly  Copiahian,  without  reading  it. 

J.  p.  MATTHSW8  TAKOLB8  IN  AMD  MAKB8  ▲  SPEECH. 

Hr.  Matthews  commenced  his  address  with  the  regrets  that  he  didnt  have  *"a 
throat  of  brass  and  a  tongoe  of  steel,'  that  he  might  be  able  to  picture  to  his  hearers 
the  great  crimes  with  which  the  Democratic  party  btands  charged."  He  told  his 
hearers,  '*  1  am  a  better  man  than  George  Washington,  because  he  couldn't  tell  a  lie. 
I  can,  but  woo't."  He  commented  on  J.  L.  Meade's  address— that  part  referring  to 
1875,  and  that  the  county  was  out  of  debt  when  the  present  board  went  in.  As  to 
187.S  he  said,  **  It  the  Democrats  can  go  back  to  1875,  then  what  is  to  prevent  me  from 
going  back  to  the  black  legislamre  of  1865,  which  enacted  laws  that  were  a  disgrace 
to  a  civilized  people T  But  then  I  refrain  from  this,  as  to  mention  their  present 
crimes  and  robbery  of  the  people  will  consume  all  of  my  time,  without  reference  to  the 
past."  He  said,  '*  I,  with  other  merchants,  by  the  aid  of  Democratic  legislation,  have 
plundered  the  people  of  millions.  I  don't  censure  the  merchants,  but  I  do  censure 
the  Democrats  who  have  permitted  a  statute  to  remain  in  existence  which  would  de- 
prive the  fond  wife  and  the  dear  little  ones  of  a  home— a  shelter— yea,  of  even  bread 
with  which  to  satiate  their  hunger.  Yet  the  Democrats— the  professed,  and  I  must 
say  only  professed,  friends  of  the  people— have  suffered  this  tyrannical  and  uncivil 
wricoltoral  lien  law  to  remain  on  the  statutes  of  the  State.  There  are  those,  within 
the  sonnd  of  my  voice,  who  have  paid  for  property  as  much  as  three  times;  then,  for 
the  small  sum  of  |5,  or  |10,  have  had  that  propeity  swept  from  them  by  this  nefari- 
ous and  barbarous  legislation.  The  law  would  be  a  disgrace  to  uncivilized  Mexico." 
That  the  county  was  out  of  debt;  he  called  on  Colonel  Meade  if  he  did  not  know  it  to 
be  a  fact  the  county  owed  over  $4,000  when  present  board  went  in ;  and,  if  he  denied 
it,  be  would  produce  the  record.  He  stood  ready  to  prove  that  four  years  ago  tho 
county  was  about  $12,000  behind;  that  to-day,  with  a  reduction  in  taxes  from  $15  to 
$13.50  on  the  thousand,  the  debt  would  not  exceed  $8,U00. 

He  read  a  secret  circular  from  the  banks,  urging  all  bankers  to  look  after  and  con- 
trol their  members  of  Congress  in  the  interest  of  monopolies,  and  for  the  oppression 
and  plunder  of  the  people.  This  circular  urged  bankers  to  the  importance  of  con- 
trolling and  shaping  tne  course  of  papers.  That  the  Democratic  nominees,  £.  W. 
Brown,  G.  F.  Wolfe,  A.  B.  Guynes,  E.  A.  Rowan,  T.  J.  Hargrave,  Bob  Miller,  K.  W. 
Millsape,  candidates;  Hartwell  Cook,  merchant;  J.  W.  Bailey,  lawyer;  with  one  I. 
N.  Ellis,  banker,  who  furnished  the  money,  had  bought  the  Signal,  in  compliance  with 
this  circular.  That  the  Copiahan,  a  paper  run  in  the  interest  of  the  great  masses  of 
the  people,  a  paper  which  lent  its  whole  energy  in  the  past  for  good  government,  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  court-house  ring  because  the  editor  is  too  honest  to  sell  out 
the  interest  of  the  hard  fisted  yeomanry  to  banks,  corporations,  and  rings.  Who  led 
yon  in  the  past  to  victory  T    This  paper  you  are  now  trying  to  cruidL    Oh,  Justice 
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hast  thou  fled  to  brntish  beasta,  when  men  are  so  ongrateful.  This  paper  is  to-day, 
as  it  was  in  1875,  in  the  interest  of  the  toiling  millions,  and  this  is  why  Mr.  Ellis  and 
the  officers  oonld  not  take  much  stock,  becaose  they  want  to  foster  monopolies  at  the 
expense  of  the  people. 

The  Merchants'  and  Planters'  Bankj  not  much  planter  in  it,  however,  was  char- 
tered by  a  Democratic  legislature,  with  the  privilece  of  charging  15  per  cent  or 
rather  discount  all  loans  at  15  per  cent.,  which  is  eqnai  to  abont  24  per  cent,  interest 
Yet,  strange  to  say,  with  this  privilege  of  plundering  the  people,  this  institutioo  does 
not  pay  one  cent  of  tax  on  the  capital  invested  for  the  support  of  the  county  govem- 
ment.  That  the  Democracy  had  taken  from  the  taxpayers,  the  yeomanry,  fe)0,000 
and  given  it  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Railroads.  Farther 
than  this,  the  greater  part  of  this  |8(X),000  was  school  fund,  therefore  they  had  abso- 
lutely stolen  from  the  children  their  educational  fund  to  enrich  railroads. 

Not  satisfied  with  stealing  for  these  railroad  corporations  nearly  a  million  dollars, 
they  go  farther,  and  even  exempt  them  from  paying  any  tax  for  the  support  of  the 
government  The  last  legislature  chartered  about  sixteen  railroad  companies,  rep- 
resenting abont  $80,000, (M>5,  or  about  two-thirds  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  State. 

These  roads,  with  one  exception,  were  exempted  from  taxation  for  twenty  years; 
estimating  the  State  tax  at  5^  mills,  and  we  havQ  the  snug  sum  of  $440,000  anuually, 
or  $8,800,000  for  the  twenty  years,  given  to  these  soalless  corporations.  Only  to  think 
Democrats  give  to  these  corporat^ns  annaally  more  than  the  assessed  value  of  the 
taxable  property  of  Copiah  County. 

Yet  they  say,  **we  are  the  friends  of  the  people;"  then,  if  these  be  our  friends,  God 
deliver  us  to  our  enemies.  Tell  me  you  are  the  friends  of  t  he  people,  when  yon  are  run- 
ning your  tarred  arms  into  their  pockets  and  robbing  them  bv  the  wholesale.  That 
in  this  county  the  Democrats  had  given  the  Mississippi  Mills  $40,000  taxes  due  the 
country  for  which  the  county  had  Judgment  That  this  soulless  corporation,  notwith- 
standing Copiah  had  given  it  so  much,  the  suffering  cries  of  humanity  had  no  effect 
on  it,  only  to  harden  the  heart  of  the  proprietors,  to  that  extent,  to  charge  for  the 
cotton  which  was  used  to  dress  the  bruised  and  lacerate  wounds  of  those  who  were 
the  victims  of  the  terrible  cyclone  (cited  Brookhaven  Leader).  That  the  sherifis  of 
this  county  had  collected  taxes  contrary  to  law.  They  had  demanded  and  collected 
$2.10  poll-tax,  when  they  should  have  collected  only  $1  up  to  1882.  This  money  was 
collected  contrary  to  law^  and  the  greater  part  of  it  has  never  reached  the  connty 
treasurer.  The  law  required  duplicate  receipts  with  their  number,  and  the  same  to 
be  entered  in  the  cash-book.  Here  he  exhibited  several  receipts,  and  defied  the  sheriff 
to  say  he  had  the  duplicate  in  his  office,  or  assert  the  same  to  be  entered  on  the  cash- 
book,  as  he  would  produce  the  record  and  show  to  the  contrary. 

While  on  this  he  compared  the  two  tickets,  and  conspicuous  among  these  was  the 
comparison  of  W.  L.  Haley  and  E.  W.  Millsaps,  candidates  for  treasurer.  W.  L. 
Haley  is  one  of  nature's  noblemen.  He  is,  in  the  language  of  Pope,  **An  honest  man, 
the  noblest  work  of  God."  He  has  sacrificed  no  principle.  We  expect  him  to  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket,  as  he  is  pledged,  and  he  has  the  hooor  to  do  it.  This  is  a  case 
where  the  office  has  sought  the  man,  a  Cincinnatns,  and  we  expect  to  elect  him. 
There  are  those  who,  for  tne  purpose  of  slandering  this  pure,  honest,  good  man,  as  I 
believe,  have  circulated  the  vile  slander  that  I  hired  him  to  run,  &c.  To  all  sach  I 
have  this  to  say :  They  are  either  ignorant  or  engaged  in  circulating  a  malieioos  lie. 
I  have  never  addressed  Mr.  Haley  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Haley  is  not  rich  in  thii 
world's  goods,  but  is  honest  and  thoroughly  qualified  to  fill  the  position;  and  if  we 
are  disposed  to  elect  him,  with  all  the  facts  before  us,  it  is  our  busineas,  and  why 
should  you  Democrats  snarl  and  make  wry  faces  T  Isn't  he  honest  f  Isn't  he  qualifiedf 
Certainly ;  but  you  are  afraid  he  will  be  elected,  and  my  cousin,  R.  W.  Millsaps,  will 
be  defeated.  In  other  words,  you  are  opposed  to  any  man  who  would  take  an  office 
except  it  be  given  him  by  the  court-house  ring. 

In  other  words,  the  man  is  no  man  when  he  consents  to  receivb  the  votes  of  Repub- 
licans openly,  yet  your  Democratic  candidates  will  take  the  darkey  around  the  cmner 
and  pat  him  on  the  shoulder,  and,  I  understand,  some  of  yon  have  been  attending 
the  colored  protracted  meeting^  a  thing  which,  should  I  do,  or  any  other  man  on  the 
opposition  ticket,  would  be  considered  by  you  Simon-pure  Democrats  as  nnpardoDable, 
and  every  little  newspaper  in  the  country  would  hurl  it  in  our  face:  **  Yon  are  (or 
negro  rule,"  &c. ;  said  we  lost  many  votes  last  election  by  failure  of  clerk  to  tran- 
scribe names  on  the  poll-books.  He  closed  his  remarks  by  urging  all  to  work  for 
good  government,  a  free  Government,  and,  above  all,  the  purity  of  the  ballot-box,  ai 
without  this  there  is  no  guarantee  of  freedom,  the  protection  of  property,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Who  reported  that  speech! 
Mr.  Fbye.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  reported  by  Mr.  Bn^ 
net  from  memory  t 
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Mr.  Fete.  I  do  not 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  That  is  my  informatioD. 

Mr.  Gamebon.  Do  yon  know  whether  Mr.  Headers  paper  statetl  that 
it  was  not  correctly  reported,  or  any  other  Democratic  paper  so  stated! 

Mr.  Pbte.  I  do  not  know.  The  Saturday's  speech  has  been  referred 
to  as  incendiary,  and  I  had  a  large  lot  of  these  papers  sent  down,  and 
I  ran  over  them  and  I  discovered  this  Saturday's  speech. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Where  did  you  reside  in  1875! — A.  In  Jackson;  that  is  to  say,  it 
is  aboQt  three  miles  north  of  that. 

Q.  Were  you  editing  a  newspaper  at  that  time! — ^A.  No,  sir;  in  1875 
I  was  farming. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  that  canvass! — A.  Very  little. 

Q.  What  were  your  politics  at  that  time  ! — A.  Democratic;  that  is  to 
say,  I  was  voting  the  Democratic  ticket ;  I  was  voting  the  ticket  and 
supporting  it  cordially. 

Q.  You  found  no  fault  with  the  methods  employed  in  that  campaign 
80  far  as  you  knew  ! — A.  I  do  not  propose  to  criticise  the  methods  of 
1875  at  all;  neither  then  nor  now. 

Q.  And  you  supported  the  ticket  cordially,  and  you  have  no  criti- 
cisms to  ms^e  now  of  that  campaign! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Therefore,  when  this  paper,  which  has  been  read,  recommended 
the  people  of  Copiah  to  remember  1875,  and  to  do  as  well  as  1875,  you 
were  not  disposed  to  criticise  those  utterances  ! — A.  I  am  not  criticising 
them.    I  know  what  they  refer  to,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics  now! — A.  I  am  chairman  of  the  State 
executive  committee  of  the  Independent  party. 

Q.  You  have  never  been  a  Republican,  have  you! — A.  I  never  have. 

Q.  How  long  in  it  since  you  quit  the  Democratic  party  ! — A.  I  voted 
the  last  Democratic  ticket  in  1877  from  top  to  bottom. 

Q.  Then  you  joined  the  Independent  party  in  1879,  was  it,  or  1881 1 

The  Witness.  When  was  the  next  election! 

Mr.  Jonas.  The  next  election  was  in  1878. 

A.  I  should  have  voted  an  opposition  ticket  that  year,  but  we  had 
the  yellow  fever,  and  were  more  engaged  in  nursing  the  sick  and  bury- 
ing the  dead  than  in  anything  else  in  that  part  of  the  State. 

Q.  Do  you  hold  any  Federal  office! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  receiver  of 
public  moneys. 

Q.  When  were  you  appointed! — A.  My  bond  dates  from  April  of 
last  year. 

Q.  Were  you  appointed  in  the  place  of  some  officer  who  was  re- 
moved!— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was. 

Q.  Who  was  removed! — A.  Mr.  Kimball. 

Q.  Whiit  were  his  politics! — A.  That  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  say. 

Q.  Was  he  not  a  Republican  ! — A.  I  doubt  it  very  much. 

Q.  Did  he  not  claim  to  be! — A.  I  believe  he  claimed  to  be  a  Repub- 
lican. 

Q.  Had  he  not  been  voting  a  Republican  ticket  and  acting  with  the 
Hepublican  party  previous  to  that  time! — A.  I  have  always  thought 
that  Mr.  Kimball's  policy  was  like  that  of  a  good  many  others,  pretend- 
ing to  be  a  Republican  to  build  up  the  Democratic  party  and  sustain 
it  in  the  State.    That  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  Was  it  not  rather  his  policy,  like  a  good  many  others,  to  pretend 
to  be  a  Republican  in  order  to  hold  office  under  a  Republican  adminis- 
tration!— A.  That  may  have  been  it. 
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Q.  He  acted  with  the  Bepablican  party,  however.  What  is  his  poli- 
tics nowt — ^A.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say.  He  was  elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  for  magistrate  last  year,  and  yon  can  draw  yoar  own  con- 
clusions. 

Q.  It  was  a  Fusion  ticket,  was  it  not^  in  the  county  of  Hinds  t~  A.  In 
the  county  of  Hinds,  at  the  last  election  they  had,  Ibere  was  a  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  There  was  a  union  between  Democrats  and  a  few  colored 
leaders  who  called  themselres  Republicans.  The  great  mass  of  the  Be- 
publican  party  did  not  support  that  ticket. 

Q.  Were  not  those  leaders  Bepublicans;  had  they  not  been  leading 
Republicans t — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  had  been  leading  Republicans. 

Q.  Had  not  Mr.  Kimball  also  been  a  Republican  before  he  made  that 
fusion  t — ^A.  He  claims  to  have  been,  I  believe. 

Q.  By  whom  were  you  appointed;  by  the  present  administration t~ 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  whose  instance,  do  you  knowt — ^A.  I  understood  that  Mr. 
Kimball  was  going  to  be  removed  for  incompetency — well,  going  to  be 
removed,  and  I  was  appointed:  I  do  not  know  at  whose  instance,  but  I 
reckon  Gheneral  George  G.  McKee  recommended  me,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Were  you  not  appointed  at  the  instance  and  request  of  General 
Chalmers t — A.  General  Chalmers  was  one  gentleman;  Judge  Harvey 
Ware  was  another,  and  General  McKee  was  another,  and  I  could  give 
you  quite  a  list. 

Q.  You  were  appointed  after  General  Chalmers  had  left  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  announced  himself  as  an  Independent  candidate  for 
Congress  in  Mississippi t — A.  Yes,  sir;  as  a  matter  of  course;  the  date 
of  my  appointment  shows  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  presented  your  petition  and  memorial  to  the 
President  and  asked  for  your  appointment t — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  it  not  sent  to  General  Chalmers  t — ^A.  I  sent  no  petition  at 
all.    The  position  was  offered  to  me  and  I  accepted  it. 

Q.  Ofifered  to  you  by  whom  t — A.  Offered  to  me  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  when  I  got  my  notification  that  I  was  appointed. 

Q.  The  President  of  the  United  States  did  not  write  you  a  letter 
offering  you  the  office! — A.  Of  course  not. 

Q.  Who  didf — ^A.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Department,  Mr.  McFarland,  stating  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had  appointed  me,  and  as  soon  as  my  bond  was  made  up 
I  could  take  i)os8ession. 

Q.  But  previous  to  that,  who  had  told  you  that  they  would  get  the 
office  for  you  f — A.  There  were  at  the  time  of  my  appointment  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  in  Washington,  General  McKee,  General  Chalmers, 
and  perhaps  others,  and  I  presume  it  was  tlvrough  their  influence  I  was 
appointed.  General  McKee  is  a  member  of  the  national  executive 
committee  from  the  State. 

Q.  He  is  a  Republican,  is  he  nott — A.  He  is  a  Republican,  undoubt- 
edly. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  Republican  t — A.  To  answer  exactly  about  a  man^ 
political  views,  I  am  chairman  of  the  State  executive  committee  of 
the  Independent  party,  as  I  stated,  and  my  platform  and  my  politics 
are  to  favor  any  party  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  called  by  what- 
ever name  you  please,  that  will  bring  about,  in  that  otate,  a  conditioD 
of  affairs  that  we  all  desire  to  have  there— peace  and  harmony  and 
freedom  of  elections,  and  good  government  generally.  I  favor  an j  party 
that  will  bring  that  about. 

Q.  In  national  politics  what  party  do  you  belong  tot— A.  At  the  last 
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election  I  voted  the  Greenback  ticket  This  year  I  shall  vote  for  the 
DomiDee  of  the  Bepablican  party  for  President,  and  a  large  number  of 
the  Independents  will  do  the  same  thing.  I  may  be  mistaken  in  my 
judgment  of  the  thin|^ — I  speak  hastily— for  I  do  not  know  what  they 
may  do.    I  am  speaking  only  as  an  individual. 

L.  O.  Bbidewell  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr-  Fete  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  t — ^Answer.  At  Beauregard,  Miss. 

Q.  Is  that  in  Copiah  CJounty  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  , 

Q.  What  is  your  profession  f — ^A.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics  t — ^A.  I  have  not  any  lust  now. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  for  Lowry  at  the  last  election  f— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Yon  never  have  been  a  Bepublican,  then  t — ^A.  I  have  been  a  Dem- 
ocrat all  my  life  up  to  the  election  of  1883,  in  Mississippi. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Confederate  army? — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  Y— A.  I  was  a  staff-officer  on  Oeneral  Hardee's 
staff. 

Q.  Were  you  engaged  in  the  last  canvass  t — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  How  many  speeches  did  you  maket — ^A.  I  made  nine  speeches,  I 
tiiink,  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Are  you  pretty  familiar  with  the  politics  of  Copiah  County  f — ^A. 
I  think  I  am. 

Q.  Had  you  canvassed  the  county  before  thatt — ^A.  Half  a  dozen 
times,  probably  a  dozen,  different  portions  of  it. 

Q.  Prior  to  the  last  election  how  did  the  parties  numerically  stand 
in  that  county! — A.  The  two  parties  in  Copiah  County,  their  relative 
position  as  to  voting  strength,  have  stood,  since  1868  (well.  I  can  say 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  in  1869),  about  equally  divided. 
There  was  very  little  diffisrence  as  to  the  numerical  strength  of  the 
reinstered  vote  between  the  two  parties. 

Q.  What  was  the  largest  vote  the  Democrats  ever  threw  in  that 
coonty  t — A.  The  Democratic  party  have  never  cast,  I  think,  as  high  a 
vote  as  2,100.    I  exclude  last  year ;  I  do  not  call  that  an  election. 

Q.  I  say  prior  to  that.  Do  you  remember  what  Lowry's  vote  was  in 
thecoun^t— A.  It  was  2,047. 

Q.  What  was  King's,  the  Independent  candidate  f — A.  It  was  2,059. 

Q.  Please  state  whether  or  not,  in  making  up  that  count,  there  was 
not  one  box  thrown  out. — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  had  a  great  deal  of  laughter 
in  fiiississippi  out  of  a  box  that  a  mule  ate  up  at  Monnt  Hope  precinct. 
A  crowd  of  young  men,  just  after  that,  lit  the  caudles  fthat  is  hearsay, 
though  general  hearsay)  and  rushed  in  and  seized  the  uox  after  all  the 
votes  had  been  counted,  except  46  or  47,  and  took  it  out  in  the  road, 
and  broke  it  up  in  a  kind  of  a  spree;  they  did  not  hurt  anybody. 

Q.  How  did  the  votes  stand  as  counted  in  that  box  that  was  thrown 
out !— A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  was  93  for  King  and  33  for 
Lowry. 

Q.  So  that  it  was  a  Bepublican  precinct  f — A.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
niidoubt^  Republican  precincts  in  the  county,  and  had  always  been. 

Q.  If  that  had  been  counted,  King's  majority  would  have  been  con- 
siderably larger  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  considerably  larger ;  between  130  and 
140  votes  more.  The  Republican  vote,  I  suppose,  would  iiave  been  120 
majority  at  that  box ;  nobody  ever  doubted  that. 

Q.  How  is  the  county  divided  as  between  colored  and  white  t — A. 
That  was  really  my  answer  to  you  a  few  moments  since,  that  so  far  as 
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the  registered  report  was  concerned  as  between  white  and  black,  the 
relative  position  of  the  two  parties  had  been  jast  about  on  a  balance. 

Q.  Abont  as  many  whites  as  blacks  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  the  registered 
votes  during  the  last  thirteen  years  sometimes  there  would  be  a  white 
maiority  of  100  in  registration  and  then  it  would  vary  back. 

Q.  So  that  it  is  a  very  close  count  anyway  as  between  the  pities!— 
A.  Oh,  yes,  sir.  Anybody  who  reads  the  papers  of  Mississippi  knows 
that. 

Q.  Prior  to  this  last  election  had  there  been  a  gain  from  the  Demo- 
cratic party  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  has  been  a  gain  from  the  Democratic 
party  through  Mississippi  since  1877.  Some  counties  have  become  en- 
tirely Independent  and  do  not  now  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  which  did 
in  1877,  or  very  little  Democratic. 

Q.  How  is  it  in  Copiah  County  t — A.  In  Copiah,  in  1875,  there  did 
not  exceed  25  white  Republicans  in  the  county.  Since  that  time,  by 
the  dissatisfaction  of  Democrats  and  the  action  of  the  legislature  in 
many  other  instances,  there  has  been  an  accession,  in  my  judgment,  of 
at  least  600. 

Q.  Of  white  men  from  the  Democratic  party  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  men  who 
are  opposed  to  what  they  they  term  the  ring  party  in  the  county. 

Q.  And  were  those  men  to  vote  this  time,  as  your  canvass  ^owed, 
the  Independent  ticket  this  last  election! — A.  Oh,  very  enthusiasti- 
cally so. 

Q.  What  majority  did  your  canvass  show  that  you  would  receive  at 
the  last  election  t 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  during  my  canvass  in  making  those 
speeches  t 

Mr.  Fbye.  Yes. 

A.  Well,  not  wishing  to  be  a  over  sanguine,  I  did  not  estimate  our 
maiority  as  iLUch  as  the  great  majority  of  those  acquainted  with  the 
Independents  did.  I  thought,  and  said  so  to  gentlemen  on  the  execa- 
tive  Independent  committee  of  the  county,  that  my  impression  was  that 
Leon  Matthews  would  be  defeated  for  sheriff  even  on  a  fair  election,  and 
I  thought  possibly  Hargrave  would  be  elected.  I  also  gave  it  as  my 
opinion  that  E.  W.  Brown,  who  was  a  Democratic  candidate  for  circuit 
clerk,  would  be  elected.  He  is  a  very  popular  and  go6d  man.  I  felt 
very  well  satisfied  that  the  other  ticket,  however,  would  be  elected  if 
we  had  a  peaceable,  fair  election. 

Q.  By  how  much  majority  I — A.  Mj  estimate  put  it  at  150  at  the 
lowest. 

Q.  What  was  the  actual  vote  in  Copiah  County,  as  counted  t — A.  Oh, 
as,  counted!  Well,  the  Democratic  average  was  2,900  and  the  Inde- 
X)endent  was  875 — I  believe  875  was  about  the  highest  vote.  Mr.  Brown 
received,  I  believe,  300  votes.  That  is  my  recollection.  The  average 
was  2,900  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  as  counted. 

Q.  Do  you  know  A.  W.Burnet! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  acquainted 
with  him  since  1879.    1  have  known  of  his  family,  though,  all  my  life* 

Q.  How  much  have  you  known  of  him  since  1879! — A.  For  the  past 
two  years  I  have  met  him  trequently  in  Hazlehurst.  He  is  a  lawyer, 
and  was  practicing  at  the  Hazlehurst  bar,  where  I  also  practiced. 

Q.  You  met  him  politically,  and  in  the  canvasses,  and  all  that  soit 
of  thing! — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  execu- 
tive committee  this  year.  I  had  seen  him  in  the  canvass  in  1881,  when 
Governor  Lowry  was  elected. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  is  he! — A.  He  is  like  all  young  men,  he  \& 
very  impulsive  5  but  I  never  saw  anything  wrong  about  hiuL 
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Q.  Did  yoa  know  that  he  had  a  reputation  for  want  of  veracity! — A. 
I  never  heard  it  until  I  saw  it  published  in  these  proceedings. 

Q.  What  did  you  regard  his  character  to  bet — A.  I  regarded  him  as 
a  yoang  man  who  was  striving  U)  make  his  way  in  the  world,  and  try- 
ing to  make  a  reputation. 

By  the  Chaibman: 
Q.  Was  his  character  a  good  or  bad  one  in  the  community,  should 
you  say  f — A.  A  good  character.    I  saw  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

By  Mr.  Feye: 

Q.  Nor  heard  anything  before  this  time  to  the  contrary? — A.  No,  sir. 
He  was  pretty  severely  denounced  politically,  but  that  I  never  notic^. 
George  Washington  was  very  severely  denounced  politically. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  his  running  on  a  ticket  in  a  canvass  in  which 
you  took  part,  and  do  you  remember  that  his  opponent  for  the  senate 
lived  at  Port  Gibson :  and  do  you  remember  how  they  came  out  in  Port 
Gibson  itself  f — A.  Mr.  Burnet  carried  the  precinct.  Mr.  Martin  is  my 
intimate  friend  and  resides  there^  but  Mr.  Burnet  carried  the  precinct. 

Q.  Did  he  run  ahead  of  his  ticket  t — ^A.  I  cannot  say  5  I  do  not  re- 
member. 

Q.  Thatwas  thehome  of  his  competitor,  I  understand  you  f — A.  Yes, 
sir:  of  Mr.  Martin.    He  is  the  present  senator  from  the  district. 

Q.  Did  he  run  ahead  of  the  ticket  in  Port  Gibson  50  votes? — A.  As  to 
his  ranning  ahead  of  the  general  ticket  I  do  not  know.  I  simply  re- 
marked as  to  his  opponent,  that  he  had  a  larger  vote  than  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  which  astonished  me  very  much.  That  is  my  native  place,, 
and  I  knew  the  people  well. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a&tmily  is  Mr.  Burnet's  family  t— A.  I  have  known 
his  relatives  in  Claiborne  County  from  early  childhood,  and  all  his 
family,  his  own  father's  acquaintances,  but  I  have  only  known  him 
daring  the  last  few  years.  But  his  relatives  in  Claiborne  County  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  families  in  Mississippi. 
It  is  a  territorial  family. 

Q.  That  is,  it  goes  back  to  the  early  days! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  not  one  of  his  ancestors  in  the  convention  which  framed  the 
constitution  of  the  State  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  held  distinguished  position,  and  is  it  a  family  of  in- 
tegrity as  a  rule  t — A.  I  never  heard  it  doubted.  As  to  the  Claiborne 
County  Bumets,  their  integrity  is  above  the  impeachment  of  any  man. 

Q.  This  ticket  which  was  run  in  Copiah  County  did  not  have  any 
black  men  on  it,  did  it,  the  Independent  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  I  believe 
there  was  a  little  fellow  that  bobbed  up  in  beat  4  for  supervisor  and  he 
would  not  come  down.    Nobody  expected  him  to  be  elected,  though. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  ticket  was  it ;  respectable  in  its  character  t — A.  Yes,, 
sir :  they  were  natives  of  the  county. 

Q.  All  of  them  were  natives  of  the  county  t — A.  Yes,  sir  ^  our  candi- 
date for  treasurer  had  been  before  the  Democratic  convention  tad  had 
not  l^n  nominated.  He  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Mis- 
sissippi, the  Haleys,  and  he  accepted  the  nomination  of  the  Independent 
party. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Print  Matthews! — A.  Yes,  sir;  up  to  1875  I  knew 
him  intimately. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  hef — A.  So  much  has  been  said  ^out 
Mr.  Matthews  that  I  hardly  know  what  to  say;  but  I  have  my  opftion,. 
and  I  think  I  can  express  his  character  in  three  words :  he  was  a  man 
who  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions. 
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Q.  Honest  so  fiftr  as  yon  knewf — A.  Perfectly  so. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  bis  integrity  called  in  question  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  generons  and  manly  and  charitable  f — A.  He  was  a  very 
generons  man;  that  is,  so  far  as  my  personal  knowledge  goes ;  it  is  only 
from  what  others  have  told  me,  white  men.  White  men  have  told  me 
that  they  would  have  been  mined  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  financial 
assistance  of  Mr.  Matthews,  while  they  were  Democrats  and  he  was  a 
Bepnblican. 

By  the  Ohatbman  : 
Q.  Please  answer  the  other  part  of  Mr.  Frye's  qnestaon.    Did  he 
possess  those  qualities  which  are  described  by  the  word  manly  f— A. 
Tes,  sir;  beyond  contradiction. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  what  has  been  called  here  the  Mat- 
thews' defalcation  f — ^A.  No,  sir  ;  only  as  a  lawyer  incidentally  in  the 
courts.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  I  would  pick  up  what  I 
would  hear  about  it. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  time  when  Mr.  Matthews  had  not  ample  prop- 
erty to  respond  to  any  demand  of  the  county  f — A.  Never,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  who  paid  his  debts  f — A.  So  I  understand. 

Q.  And  had  large  property  in  his  hands f — A.  Yes,  sir;  so  I  under- 
stand. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  about  the  offset  f — A.  I  only  know  Hub  &ct— I 
heturd  him  state  it  himself^— that  he  did  not  intend  to  pay  until  he  tried 
every  resource  to  have  a  certain  offset,  I  think  it  was  jail  fees,  allowed 
him,  which  he  proclaimed  in  very  vigorous  terms  as  an  attempt  to  keep 
him  firom  his  rights. 

Q.  So  that  he  withheld  it  in  order  to  ofGset  his  jail  feesf — ^A.  Yes, 
sir.  Well,  he  spoke  of  it  everywhere,  and  he  spoke  in  pretty  rough 
terms  sometimes  about  his  offset,  his  jail  fees.  I  have  heard  him  tre- 
quently. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  after  that  was  determined  he  did  pay 
promptly  i— -A.  When  the  case  was  decided  in  the  supreme  court  (I 
think  it  was  reported  in  53d  Mississippi  Beports),  after  that  I  nev^ 
heard  anything  more  of  it.  I  suppose  he  settled  with  the  collector  at 
once. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  under  your  law  there  was  a  question  as  to 
his  right  to  offset  a  claim  against  the  county  as  against  one  by  the 
county  f — ^A.  It  was  a  disputed  question.  Under  our  general  law  a  de- 
faulter can  be  paid  nothing  until  he  settles. 

Q.  Settles  in  foil  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  man  who  owes  the  county,  and  any 
man  who  is  a  defaulter  cannot  be  elected  until  he  settles. 

Q.  According  to  the  statment  made,  Mr.  Matthews  was  owing  the 
county  $1,200  when  he  went  out  of  office.  As  you  understand  the  law, 
if  he  had  a  claim  against  the  county,  he  could  not  enforce  that  claim 
until  he  had  paid  the  county  in  full,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
claim  against  the  county  was  larger  than  the  county's  claim  against 
him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  under  our  law  he  has  a  right  to  sue  the  coun^  and 
present  his  application  before  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  if  they  re- 
fuse, then  he  appeals  to  the  circuit  court,  which  tries  his  right. 

Q.  Was  there  not  about  that  time  a  suit  already  going  on— some- 
thing which  was  supposed  to  have  changed  that  law  T — A.  I  heard  it 
rero^ked,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  alM>ut  it. 

Q.  What  was  that  called  t — A.  I  made  no  examination  of  it 

Q.  There  was  a  legal  question  about  itf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a 
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legal  question  involved.  He  had  good  attorneys.  I  think  Mr.  Miller 
was  one  of  his  attorneys,  and  he  is  one  of  our  best  young  lawyers.  I 
thiDk  it  was  Miller  and  Harris  who  took  his  case  to  the  supreme  court, 
and  probably  Judge  Harris  argued  the  case  before  the  supreme  court 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  supreme  court  decided  against  him, 
and  if  so,  was  it  on  the  ground  that  he  could  not  bring  a  suit  against 
the  county  until  he  had  first  paid  the  county  in  full  f— A.  The  decision 
is  short  and  I  have  passed  it  a  hundred  times  in  looking  at  reports,  but 
I  never  have  read  it,  I  am  sorry  to  say. 

By  Mr.  Satjlsbuby: 

Q.  Tou  gave  an  estimate  of  the  relative  strength  of  parties  in  your 
ooonty,  in  which  you  say  your  estimate  was  that  Hargrave  would  have 
been  elected  by  a  fair  vote  and  election  at  the  last  election  f — A.  Yes, 
sir.  I  never  heard  a  word  said  against  Leon  Matthews  in  my  life ; 
his  character  has  always  stood  high ;  he  is  very  popular;  but  then  his 
being  a  brother  of  Print  Matthews,  my  impression  is  there  were  a  great 
many  white  men  who  had  allied  themselves  with  the  Independent  party 
who  would  not  vote  for  Leon  Matthews. 

Q.  Your  estimate  was  that  Hargrave  and  also  the  Democratic  clerk 
of  tiie  court  would  be  elected  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  by  a  few  votes. 

Q.  In  your  estimate  did  you  take  the  hundreds  of  votes  testified  to 
by  a  negro  man  that  he  knew  would  have  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  f 
—A.  I  do  not  care  how  many  men  have  testified  to  it,  that  is  not  the 
&ct.    There  is  no  hundred  colored  men  who  would  have  voted  the  ticket. 

Q.  But  did  you  take  that  into  consideration  in  making  your  estimate  f 
—A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Dia  you  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  there  was  a  Demo- 
cratic negro  club  in  another  direction  in  the  county  f — ^A.  I  never  heard 
of  it 

Q.  In  making  your  estimate  you  allowed  that  all  the  colored  people 
would  vote  the  Republican  or  Independent  ticket  f — ^A.  No,  sir.  In 
making  my  estimate,  which  I  exhibited  to  half  a  dozen  gentlemen,  I 
put  even  the  white  Independent  vote  down  at  500,  which  is  certainly 
100  less  than  it  was,  and  I  put  the  colored  vote  at  what  I  thought  would 
go  to  the  polls,  a  certain  amount  at  each  precinct.  I  have  been  round 
timmgh  all  these  precincts  and  I  never  saw  more  unanimity  among  the 
color^  people  to  vote  the  Independent  ticket. 

Q.  Did  you  not  include  all  the  colored  people  as  voters  for  the  Inde- 
pendent ticket  If — A.  My  estimate  did  not  include  all  the  registered  or 
colored  voters  in  the  county,  nor  all  the  white  Independents,  as  I  con- 
ceived them  to  be. 

Q.  In  giving  your  testimony  in  reference  to  Mr.  Burnet,  I  understood 
yon  to  say  that  you  had  known  him  since  1879  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  person- 
ally. 

Q.  Do  you  profess  to  be  acquainted  with  the  general  reputation  of 
that  gentleman  in  Copiah  County  and  in  Hazlehurst ;  I  am  not  talking 
of  year  own  estimate  of  his  character,  but  whether  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  general  character  and  reputation  of  that  man  in  the  community 
generally,  at  Hazlehurst  f — ^A.  Legally  speaking,  then,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  do  not  reside  in  his  neighborhood. 

Q.  You  are  not  therefore  acquainted  with  the  general  reputation  of 
that  man  in  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

The  Witness.  For  truth  or  veracity  t 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Yes;  for  truth  or  veracity. 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  am. 
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Q.  How  did  you  acquire  that  knowledge,  if  yon  do  not  reside  in  the 
neighborhood  f — A.  I  acquired  that  knowledge  by  never  hearing  it  im- 
peached. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  inquired  what  his  reputation  was  in  that  neighbor- 
hood at  allf — ^A.  I  never  have. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  If  there  had  been  a  free  and  fair  election  in  Copiah  County  last 
fall,  how  many  colored  men,  in  your  opinion,  would  have  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket — A.  I  do  not  think  they  would  have  exceed^  fifty 
or  sixty  in  the  county.  There  was  a  strong  effort  made  by  a  fellor 
named  Johnson,  who  was  in  the  employ  of  the  committee.  I  suppose 
that  was  legitimate;  he  made  various  efforts  to  organize  them  in  the 
county,  and  he  failed  utterly. 

Q.  He  is  the  colored  m^n  to  whom  Senator  Saulsbury  referred  as 
having  testified  to  the  great  number  of  colored  men  who  did  or  would 
have  voted  the  Democratic  ticket? — ^A.  I  could  answer  as  to  his  truth 
and  veracity  and  genend  character  very  particularly  if  I  had  a  trial  in 
the  courts. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  not  necessary.  He  testified  that,  being  a 
Democrat,  he  proposed  to  vote  as  a  Democrat,  and  also  to  act  as  Re- 
publican inspector  at  that  election. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Did  you  take  part  in  the  election  of  18751 — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  take  an  active  part  in  the  canvass  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Was  the  election  of  1875  a  quiet  and  peaceable  one  in  the  county 
of  Copiah  f — ^A.  Will  you  let  me  give  you  my  opinion  of  that.  Senator 
Jonas f 

Q.  Certainly. — A.  There  is  a  grand  difference  between  moral  force 
and  violence,  in  my  judgment,  in  politics.  We  carried  the  election,  and 
with  my  concurrence,  in  1875,  because  it  was  a  revolution. 

Q.  The  only  reason  I  asked  the  question  is,  because  many  extracts 
from  the  Signal  have  been  introduced,  asking  people  to  do  as  they  did 
in  1875.  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  of  the  election  of  1875 f— A 
No,  sir;  I  believe  1  would  join  it  again  to  get  rid  of  the  same  element 
that  was  in  Mississippi  at  that  time— the  carpet-bag  element.  But  this 
is  a  very  different  thing. 

Q.  I  speak  of  1875.  You  know  nothing  now  that  was  done  that  was 
unjustifiable  or  improper? — A.  Fo,  sir;  we  made  a  good  deal  of  noise^ 
and  did  a  good  deal  of  shouting,  but  we  did  not  hurt  anybody,  not  in 
Copiah  County. 

By  Mr.  Feye: 

Q.  You  say  you  made  a  good  deal  of  noise  f — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  we  did 
a  good  deal  of  shouting,  but  shot  less  of  powder  off. 

Q.  What  you  undertook  to  do  in  1875  was,  by  demonstration  to  com- 
I)el  the  negroes  to  keep  away  from  the  polls  or  else  vote  with  youf— A 
Well,  yes,  sir;  I  think  truth  must  compel  me  to  say  that  that  was  so. 

Mr.  Fkye.  I  want  to  put  in  another  article  that  I  ommitted  putting 
in  before.  It  is  from  the  Copiah  Signal  of  July  6,  1883.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

THE  DUTY  OF  THE  DEMOCRATS. 

We  are  just  entering  upon  a  moat  extraordinary  canvass,  one  in  which  the  vitil 
interests  of  the  white  population  are  concerned,  and  we  desire  as  the  exponent  of  tbfl 
D^nocracy  to  tell  them  that  they  are  now  called  upon  to  assert  their  manhood.  Tn^ 
question  has  narrowed  itself  down  to  this:  ShaU  the  negroes,  led  hy  a  few  dosi^nisg 
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whites,  rale,  or  shall  tve,  the  property  holders,  and  intellectual  class,  hold  the  reins  of 
Government f  We  are  very  far  from  endeavoring  to  stir  up  a  war  among  races;  but 
we  know  that  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  tell  the  people  that  the  opposition,  composed 
Almost  entirely  of  negroes,  desire  to  usurp  the  offices,  and  use  them  to  our  degrada- 
tion aod  humiliation ;  will  we  submit  is  the  question  t  Do  the  whites  propose  to  sub- 
mit to  the  negroes  t  The  opposition  is  composed  of  nine-tenths  ne[^roes,  and  shall  the 
whites  decide  to  give  up  to  them  t  Never!  no,  never !  We  would  like  to  see  a  friendly 
feehng,  but  if  the  colored  voters  feel  disposed  to  antagonize  our  interest,  we  are  in 
favor  of  telling  them  now,  that  we  will  not  submit.  We  insist  that  the  whites  must 
do  their  duty  in  the  primary  conventions,  they  must  come  out  and  send  delegates  of 
their  choice  to  the  nominating  convention,  and  should  they  fail  to  do  so,  they  must 
vote  for  the  nominee.  We  cannot  afford  to  indulge  in  any  personal  piques  that  we  may 
have  we  must  consider  the  party's  good,  and  we  must  work  for  the  party.  We  can 
only  jodge  from  the  past,  and  we  all  remember  that  every  officer  elected  by  a  majority 
of  nepoes  was,  to  say  the  least,  objectionable,  and  we  must  determine  not  to  permit 
■Qch  in  the  future.  We  must  have  the  triumph  of  the  white  man's  ticket;  we  would 
he  more  than  pleased  to  see  the  colored  men  join  our  ranks,  and  should  they  do  so,  we 
agree  to  give  them  all  the  rights  guaranteed  them  by  the  Constitution.  We  do  not, 
however,  promise  them  anything  impossible.  We  do  not  propose  for  them  to  dictate 
to  us,  but  if  they  are  willing  to  aid  us  in  securing  a  good  government,  we  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  them.  In  Copiah  County,  however,  we,  the  whites,  are  in  the  ma- 
jority, and  we  must  carry  our  points.  We  propose  to  put  an  unobjectionable  ticket 
before  you,  and  you  should  vote  it.  Ton  will  be  unable  U^  frame  a  good  excuse  for  a 
nonappearance  at  the  polls.  You  are  not  only  privileged  to  vote,  but  it  is  your  duty  to 
do  so,  and  you  do  not  deserve  to  be  called  a  wnite  man  unless  you  vote  a  white  man's 
ticket. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Do  you  put  in  all  of  that  article  or  extracts  from  it  f 
Mr.  Fbye.  I  did  not  read  it  all,  but  I  read  straight  along  so  far  as  I 
did  read. 

D.  C.  Wright  recalled. 
By  Mr.  C AMEBON  : 

Question.  Something  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this  examination 
in  regard  to  an  alleged  defalcation  of  J.  P.  Matthews  as  sheriff.  Now 
state  what  you  personally  know,  or  what  you  can  state  from  infor- 
matioD,  in  regard  to  that  alleged  defalcation. — Answer.  I  think  Judge 
Bridewell  has  explained  it.  But  the  way  I  understood  it,  what  I  do 
know  about  it,  I  obtained  in  this  way.  When  the  ofBicer  came  down 
to  our  town  to  investigate  the  sheriffs  books  there — 

Q.  What  offtcer  was  that  t — A.  It  was  General  Adams's  expert  or 
clerk. 

Q.  Who  was  General  Adams  I — A.  He  was  the  State  revenue  agent. 

Q.  The  State  revenue  agent  is  an  officer  elected  or  appointed  by  the 
State  for  the  purpose  of  examining  wh4t  t — A.  Public  books,  officers' 
books,  I  think. 

Q.  Very  well,  go  on. — ^A.  As  I  stated,  this  clerk  or  expert  happened 
to  be  a  relative  of  mine  and  staid  at  my  house  while  he  was  down 
there,  and  of  course  told  me  the  condition  that  the  books  were  in.  I 
had  also  understood  from  Mr.  Matthews,  that  is,  he  told  me  when  this 
officer  came  down  there  something  about  it,  and  he  said  that  he  was 
always  ready  to  settle,  and  when  his  account  was  allowed  he  was 
ready  to  pay  the  county,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  the  amount  of  his  account  against  the 
coQQty  to  be  t 

The  Witness.  Mr.  Matthews's  accoantf 

Mr.  Cameeon.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  As  I  recollect,  it  was  about  $1,600. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  understand  was  the  amount  that  the  county 
claimed  against  himt — ^A.  I  think  it  was  about  $1,200.    But  I  will 
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State  further  that  Mr.  Echols,  I  think,  foand  that  Mr.  Matthews  OK'ed 
the  coanty  more  than  he  supposed  he  did. 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  amount  that  was  found  due  firom  Mr.  Matthews 
to  the  county  f — A.  I  think  that  the  difference  amounted  to  $700  or  |800. 

Q.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  you. — ^A.  I  think,  after  Mr. 
Matthews's  claim  was  allowed  by  General  Adams,  that  Mr.  Matthews 
possibly  owed  the  county  a  few  hundred  dollars  which  I  understood 
he  paid  at  once. 

Q.  You  can  state  whether  or  not  his  claim  against  the  coanty  was 
allowed  as  you  understand  f — A.  Mr.  Echols  told  me  that  he  would 
advise  General  Adams  to  allow  it. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  or  not  that  it  was  allowed  f — ^A.  I  understood 
that  it  was  allowed. 

Q.  And  thereupon  the  matter  was  settled  and  the  county  paid  f— A 
Tes,  sir;  it  was  settled  up. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Burnett — ^A  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Bu^efs  character,  good  or  badf — ^A.  I  have  always 
considered  it  good. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  anything  against  it  other  than  what  was 
called  out  by  political  excitement f — A.  No,  sir;  not  until  I  came  here. 

By  Mr.  Saxjlsbuby: 

Q.  You  state  then  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  behind  with  the  county  and 
in  default  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred  dollars  after  deducting  his 
claim  against  the  county  f — A.  I  heard  that,  sir;  that  the  amount  he  owed 
the  county  was  never  found  out  until  this  expert  came  down  there. 

Q.  And  you  understood  that  Mr.  Matthews,  after  having  his  account 
allowed,  did  pay  to  the  county  seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  There  have  been  allegations  that  he  was  not  a  defaulter  in /any 
sense f — A.  I  do  not  think  the  county  had  ever  sued  him  as  a  defaulter. 
He  had  a  good  bond  there. 

Q.  But  he  had  not  paid  what  he  owed  to  the  county  f — ^A.  But  he  was 
willing  to  pay  whenever  the  matter  was  adjusted,  and  they  would  let 
him  know  what  he  owed. 

Q.  I  have  no  doubt  myself  that  he  was  able  and  wilUng  to  do  it  At 
the  same  time  he  had  not  paid,  that  is  the  point.  It  is  entirely  a  matter 
of  controversy  whether  he  was  behind  with  the  county! — ^A.  I  do  not 
suppose  there  was  a  man  in  the  county  who  thought  he  was  going  to  steal 
anything  from  the  county. 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  board  of  supeivisors  had  reftased  to 
allow  this  claim  of  Mr.  Matthews  for  jail  feesf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  on  what  grounds :  do  you  know  what  their  groond 
wast — A.  It  was  a  technical  point;  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  give  it 

Q.  When  was  that;  what  board  of  supervisors  was  that f— -A.  It  was 
the  board  of  supervisors  in  office  about  1876  or  1877,  or  along  there. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 
Q.  When  did  Mr.  Matthews  go  out  of  office  as  sheriff  finally  i— A.  He 
went  out  of  office  as  sheriff  on  the  1st  of  January,  1876.    He  was  beaten 
in  the  canvass  of  1876. 
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J.  H.  Ck)FF  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Ohaibman  : 

Qaestion.  Where  do  you  livef — Answer.  Abont  16  miles  west  of 
Hazlehorst. 

Q.  In  Copiah  Oonnty  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  yoor  beat  f — ^A.  Beat  3. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  a  si)eech  made  in  beat  3  by  Bas.  Wheeler  f — ^A* 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  thatf — ^A.  On  Saturday  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  To  whom  was  the  speech  made  f — ^A.  It  was  made  to  the  crowd 
that  was  with  him. 

Q.  Where  f — ^A.  Bight  in  front  of  my  store  door. 

Q.  In  a  street  or  public  place  f    Is  there  a  square  there  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  street f — A.  No,  sir ;  it  is  just  a  country  store ;  it  was  in 
froDtof  thedoor. 

Q.  Was  the  crowd  that  was  with  him  armed  and  mounted  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  were  there  f — ^A.  I  coul^not  tell  you.  It  was 
at  night. 

Q.  Give  your  general  idea  whether  it  was  a  large  or  a  small  company. 
^A.  It  was  a  ln^ge  company.  « 

Q.  Of  mounted  armed  ment — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  what  night! — ^A.  On  Saturday  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Wheeler  say  f — A.  He  made  a  speech  to  the  crowd. 
I  do  not  remember  what  the  speech  was  that  he  made. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  part  of  itf — A.  He  said  this  was  to  the 
darkeys.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  were  any  darkeys  with  him  or 
not  There  were  a  few  there  that  when  they  heard  them  coming  run 
oft  He  talked  as  though  there  were  some  there,  but  I  did  not  see  any. 
He  told  them  that  he  was  done  cussing  them;  that  the  Democratic 
party  was  done  cussing  the  darkeys  to  get  them  to  vote,  and  was  going 
to  make  them  vote. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  remember  of  his  speech  f — A,  Ko^ 
dr. 

Q.  How  was  that  remark  received  by  the  company  that  was  there  f — 
A  It  seemed  to  please  them  pretty  well. 

Q.  Did  they  cheer  or  applaud! — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  hollowing  done. 

Q.  How  did  these  men  behave;  what  did  they  do  when  they  were 
throagh! — ^A.  I  heard  a  man  say  that  if  he  thought  a  certain  man  was  in 
the  house  they  would  shoot  the — they  used  pretty  rough  language, 
goage,  and  said  they  would  shoot  the  house  down. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  man  who  said  that  !^ A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  man  was  in  the  house! — A.  Frank  Bufkin,  one  of  the  Be- 
publican  supervisors;  he  was  then  a  supervisor,  and  he  was  a  candi- 
date also  for  supervisor. 

Q.  How  did  that  company  conduct  themselves;  did  they  make  any 
shooting! — A.  They  did  not  shoot  any  until  after  they  left  the  store. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  shooting  after  that! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  a 
heap  of  shooting. 

(^  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  of  these  outrages! 

The  Witness,  flow  do  you  mean! 

The  Ghaibman.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  anybody  who 
was  injured  or  whose  house  was  burned  or  shot  into! 

The  Witness.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  I  know  one  negro  who  was  shot.    I  went 
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next  morning  to  see  what  was  done,  and  I  found  Frank  Hayes  and  hu 
wife  J  I  found  bim  shot  down  and  his  wife  shot. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  men  in  this  crowd? — ^A.  I  heard  a  good 
many  names  called  that  night,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were 
there  or  not, 

Q.  So  far  as  you  knew  the  men  or  heard  the  names,  were  they  Dem- 
ocrats?— A.  Yes,  sir;  all  the  names  I  heard  were  Democratic  names. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  them  say  anything  about  going  to  Frank  Hay^s 
house  before  they  wentt — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  did. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  night  were  they  opposite  your  store? — A.  It 
waB  half  after  10  or  11  o'clock  at  night.  I  was  closed  up  and  was  fixing  to 
go  to  bed  when  they  rode  up,  and  there  was  a  crowd  of  darkies  there, 
and  it  scared  them  all  off. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote;  at  what  precinct f — A.  At  Tailholt 

Q.  What  happened  there  at  the  election;  what  did  you  see  there!— 
A.  I  do  not  know;  there  was  a  good  deaL 

Q.  Give  an  account  of  it.  Was  there  a  free  and  quiet  election  where 
everybody  voted  as  they  wanted  tot — A.  No,  sir.       ' 

Q.  Are  you  a  Republican  or  Independent! — ^A.  I  am  a  RepnblicaD. 

Q.  Did  you  vote? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  been  a  Democrat,  but  I  am 
not  now. 

Q.  Tell  what  happened  there  at  that  election. — ^A.  Well,  there  was  a 
heap  of  shooting  going  on  close  to  the  polls,  and  they  ran,  I  think,  the 
darkies  off— several  of  them ;  told  th^  that  they  could  not  vote. 

Q.  You  heard  that,  did  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  those  darkies  go  off  without  voting? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
started  to  get  their  guns  once  to  shoot  them  down. 

Q.  What  did  the  darkies  do  then  when  the  fellows  started  for  their 
guns?— A.  They  left. 

Q.  Without  voting? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  all  left  there.  There  may  two 
or  three  have  voted. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  a  man  who  stood  at  the  door  with  a  double-barreled 
shotgun  say  anything? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  J  saw  him  standing  there  all  the 
time. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  the  negroes  voting,  or  what  they  were 
going  to  do? — A.  He  said  he  had  come  there  to  kill  the  niggers  and  if 
they  were  going  to  do  anything  they  ought  to  get  at  it. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  seeing  that  they  did  not  vote  unless 
they  voted  the  Democratic  ticket? — A.  1  heard  several  of  them  tell  tbem 
that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  this  man  who  stood  there  with  a  shot- 
gun ? — A.  His  name  is  Allred. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Allred  hold  any  T)ffice  at  that  precinct? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  not  the  peace  officer? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  was. 

Q.  Who  was  the  peace  officer  ? — A.  There  was  no  peace  officer  there, 
1  think. 

Q.  He  came  to  bring  peace  with  his  shotgun? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  he 
kept  it,  on  their  side. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  a  Republican  until  this  election  ? — A  No,  sir; 
I  have  always  been  a  Democrat. 

Q.  What  is  your  age? — ^A.  I  am  twenty-four. 

Q.  And  you  are  the  storekeeper  and  merchant  there  in  that  neigh- 
borhood?—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  ask  you  as  a  man  knowing  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  whst 
was  the  state  of  mind  of  the  color^  people  in  that  vicinity ;  were  tbej 
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possessed  by  great  fear  and  terror? — A.  I  think  they  were  scared  to 
<leath.    I  took  care  some  nights  of  15  or  20  of  them  in  my  storehouse. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  fled  from  their  homes  with  their  wives 
and  children  at  night  and  concealed  themselves  in  the  woods  f — A.  Yes, 
sir;  there  was  not  one  to  be  found  in  their  houses;  none  staid,  women, 
children,  or  men. 

Q.  And  that  was  growing  out  of  the  conduct  of  this  Democratic  club 
of  which  Wheeler  was  the  commander !— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the 
cause  of  it ;  they  were  scared  to  death. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  company  had  any  name  that  they  bore 
or  called  themselves  by  f — A.  They  called  themselves  bulldozers. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury  : 

Q.  Was  not  this  man  who  stood  there  at  the  door  regarded  in  the 
neighborhood  as  a  crazy  man? — A.  Well,  he  run  mighty  loose  for  a 
crazy  man. 

Q.  But  did  not  the  i>eople  so  regard  him  f — A.  I  think  he  had  very 
good  sense. 

Q.  But  I  ask  you  what  the  neighbors  said  about  him? — A.  Some  said 
he  was  crazy,  and  some  said  he  was  not.  He  talked  very  good  sense, 
and  he  knew  how  to  make  com  and  cotton,  and  that  is  a  heap  some 
people  don't  know  how  to  do. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  He  stood  at  the  door  of  the  polls  with  a  shotgun? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  any  of  the  white  Democrats  attempt  to  lead  him 
away  or  disarm  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  the  usual  treatment  of  insane  people  in  that  region  to  let  them 
run  about  the  country  with  shotguns? — A.  No,  sir;  they  are  generally 
taken  to  the  asylum. 

Oeorge  E.  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside?— Answer.  At  Hazlehurst,  Copiah 
County. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  there? — A.  I  think  we  moved  therein 
1869  or  1870. 

Q.  Where  did  you  reside  prior  to  that  time? — A.  In  the  country, 
about  15  or  16  miles  from  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Of  what  State  are  you  a  native? — A.  Of  Mississippi. 

Q.  Was  J.  P.  Matthews  your  brother?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehurst  prior  to  the  last  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  can  go  on  and  state  what  the  condition  of  affairs  was  in  Hazle- 
hurst for  two  or  three  weeks  prior  to  the  last  election.  State  it  in  your 
own  way. — A.  In  Hazlehurst  and  all  over  the  county  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  excitement,  and  crowds  out  in  l>eat  3. 

Q.  State  what  occurred  in  the  country  or  the  town. — ^A.  Out  in  beat 
3  was  where  they  made  the  principal  raid.  There  was  a  mob  from 
Hazlehurst  all  over  the  country  down  there— through  that  country  whip- 
ping the  negroes,  killing  some,  and  cutting  up  generally.  I  did  not  see 
any  of  them.    I  state  this  only  from  rumor. 

Q.  Yoa"can  state  from  general  information^  the  witnesses  have  all 
done  that. — A.  It  continued  that  way  up  to  the  election. 

Q.  Who  constituted  this  mob  that  you  speak  of?  I  do  not  ask  you 
to  give  names,  but  were  they  or  not  white  men  and  Democrats  ? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  white  men  and  Democrats. 
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Q.  Who  commanded  them  as  yon  nnderstand  f — A.  Wheeler  was  the 
m^or.    I  believe  they  called  him  Major  Wheeler. 

Q.  Yon  can  give  the  names  of  the  residents  of  Hazlehnrst  whom  yon 
nnderstand  were  members  of  or  connected  with  that  mob. — A.  There 
was  Joe  Bailey,  and  Hans  Penn,  and  Bob  Penn,  Bnbe  Morrison  and  Joe 
Purser,  and  Wheeler,  he  was  the  msgor.  There  were  a  good  muiy  more, 
but  I  cannot  call  them  to  memory  now. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  any  of  those  who  resided  in  the  coontry  who 
were  members  of  the  mob,  as  yon  nnderstand. — ^A.  There  was  Bill 
Womack  and  William  Millsaps  and  two  or  three  of  the  Middletons— I 
do  not  know  their  first  names ^or  at  least  that  was  the  report  tiiat 
they  belonged  to  it,  and  a  great  many  others;  most  evei^body  in  that 
country  J  Frank  Davis  and  pretty  nearly  everybody  in  that  whole 
country,  in  beat  3,  according  to  general  rumor. 

Q.  Ton  do  not  mean  Judge  Millsaps  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  sheriff  of  the  county  at  that  timef — A.  Tom  Hargrave* 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  appealed  to  Mr.  Hargrave,  or  to  any 
other  prominent  Democrats  in  the  town,  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
town. — A.  I  will  state  that  on  Monday  this  crowd  came  in  and  went 
down  and  fired  the  cannon,  and  the  report  came  in  town  that  th^r  were 
coming  to  our  house,  to  Print^s,  my  brother^s,  to  bulldoze  the  fsunily,  and 
I  went  to  Dr.  Oatis  and  asked  him  to  go  and  see  Mr.  Hargrave  and  the 
leaders  and  stop  it.  My  wife  had  been  sick  for  weeks,  the  doctor  was 
attending  her  and  my  brother's  daughter  also,  and  I  asked  him  to  stop 
it  if  he  could,  and  he  said  he  would  and  started  up  the  street  to  see  Mr. 
Hargrave,  I  suppose.  I  walked  on  up  the  street  and  met  Mr.  Hargrave, 
and  told  him  what  I  had  heard,  and  asked  him  to  stop  it.  and  he  wheeled 
off  and  said,  '<  Well,  I  am  attending  to  that,"  and  walked  away.  Pretty 
soon  after  that  I  went  up  the  street  to  the  court-house  and  I  saw  Mr. 
Hargrave,  I  think  it  was,  and  Bud  Higdou  and  maybe  A.  B.  Guynes;  I 
don't  know  about  Guynes,  but  three  of  them  rode  out  of  town  to  where 
the  crowd  stopped,  and  Hargrave  was  on  horseback  and  the  others  in 
a  buggy. 

Q.  State  anything  further  that  occurred  that  day. — ^A.  Then  they 
came  on  to  town  and  had  a  meeting.  That  has  all  been  testified  to. 
That  evening  they  caroused  around  town  generally  and  the  pistol  of 
one  of  them  went  off  and  shot  him,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  ex- 
citement about  that,  and  then  they  came  down  in  front  of  the  store 
and  halted,  and  sent  young  McLemore  with  the  resolutions  to  my 
brother.  As  they  passed  the  house,  I  was  on  the  bridge  which  crosses 
the  railroad  and  they  passed  on  by  and  halted  in  front  of  the  store,  and 
I  went  down  to  the  store  from  the  bridge  and  they  staid  there  some  time 
while  McLemore  went  up  to  the  house  with  the  resolution.  I  waited, 
and  when  he  catkie  back  they  had  a  talk,  and  Wheeler  gave  the  order 
to  march,  and  they  rode  off.  I  went  to  the  house  then  and  my  broths 
told  me  about  the  resolution 

Q.  State  what  that  resolution  was. — ^A.  I  did  not  see  the  resolution, 
but  he  stated  it  was  for  him  not  to  vote,  but  to  stay  inside  of  his  own 
inclosure  the  next  day,  &c. ;  that  he  should  not  come  out  and  vote  or 
electioneer. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehnrst  on  the  day  of  the  election  I— A-  les, 
sir :  I  was. 

Q.  You  can  state  whether  or  not  any  of  this  armed  mob  were  in 
Hazlehnrst  that  day. — A.  The  first  I  saw  of  it  was  this :  I  was  postmaster 
at  Hazlehnrst,  and  I  went  down  town  early  to  distribute  the  mail  As 
I  went  to  breakfast  I  saw  Bube  Morrison  walk  across  from  the  depot  to 
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the  hotel  with  a  gun.  It  was  raining  a  little  and  I  went  on  to  break&st 
aod  before  I  got  back,  I  got  half-way  between  home  and  the  voting 
phice,  when  a  young  man  met  me  and  told  me  my  brother  was  killed. 
Then  in  the  town  a  good  many  had  gans  all  day,  and  for  many  days 
after,  parading  the  streets  and  guarding  the  town,  and  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  excitement. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Wheeler  on  the  day  of  the  election  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  he  when  you  saw  himt — ^A.  On  the  west  side  of  the 
railroad,  on  the  corner  of  the  railroad. 

Q.  Was  it  before  or  after  he  shot  your  brother  t — ^A.  It  was  after. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  he  had  a  gun  in  his  hands  at  that  time. — ^A. 
Yes,  sir ;  he  did. 

Q.  Who  if  any  one,  was  with  him  f — ^A*  His  brother.  I  saw  from 
the  gallery  of  my  brother's  house  a  good  many  were  around,  and  his 
brother.  Jack  Wheeler,  was  there  amongst  others. 

Q.  State  whether  any  of  the  others  were  armed. — ^A.  I  think  all  of 
them  were  armed  in  that  crowd.  There  were  some  men  in  town,  though, 
who  were  not  armed. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  that  crowd  which  accompanied  Wheeler  f — A. 
Yes,  sir  5  they  were  all  armed. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q.  Have  you  received,  since  your  brother's  murder,  from  any  of  the 
Democrats  there,  any  assurances  of  willingness  on  their  part  to  bring 
the  murderer  to  justice  and  have  him  punished  f — ^A.  2^o,  sir 5 1  have  not. 

Q.  Nothing  of  the  kind  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  desire  or  purpose  among  the  Democratic 
party  in  that  community  to  have  Wheeler  punished  for  that  crime  t — 
A  No,  sir ;  not  as  a  mass.  There  may  be  some  few  men,  and  I  suppose 
there  are,  who  would  like  to  see  it  done,  but  the  majority  I  do  not  think 
would  like  to  see  it. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea,  if  he  were  indicted  by  a  grand  jury,  that  he 
could  be  convicted  by  a  jury  on  which  the  Democrats  of  that  county 
are  represented  f — A.  Just  now,  I  do  not.  Of  course  in  time  it  might 
wear  oflf  and  he  might  be ;  but  I  do  not  believe  he  would  be  now. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  mail  being  interrupted  by  these 
men  t—  A.  Yes,  sir.  My  brother  had  a  mail  contract  from  Hazlehurst 
to  Westville,  and  he  had  a  white  man  riding  the  mail. 

Q.  How  did  he  carry  the  mail,  on  horseback  T — A.  He  carried  it  in  a 
sulky  buggy,  and  he  hired  a  negro  boy  to  carry  it  three  or  four  days 
until  the  rider  came  back,  and  Tuesday  evening  he  came  in  with  the 
mail  (the  mail  was  three  times  a  week  then)  the  boy  came  to  my 
brother  Leon  and  told  him  that  they  were  going  to  kill  him,  and  that 
he  could  not  caiTy  the  mail. 

Q.  What  made  him  think  that  t — A.  My  brother  did  not  tell  me  why 
he  thought  so. 

Q.  He  did  not  dare  to  go  any  further  t — A.  No,  sir }  he  gave  him  his 
money  and  he  left,  and  has  not  been  back  since. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuey: 

Q.  What  time  did  this  occurrence  take  place  5  when  was  it  f — ^A.  That 
was  the  day  of  the  election  that  the  mail-rider  came  into  town — ^the 
darky.    It  was  on  Tuesday. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  the  white  man  who  usually  carried  the  mail  got  a 
negro  boy  to  carry  itf — ^A.  No,  sir  j  he  went  home  and  my  brother  got 
a  negro  to  carry  it. 
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Q.  And  the  negro  boy  said  they  were  going  to  kill  him  f — ^A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  But  they  did  not  kill  him  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  did  not  kill  him  up  to  the  time  that  he  left,  did  theyf— A« 
No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  any  violence  thus  being  offered 
to  the  boy  t — A.  No,  sir ;  for  I  did  not  see  him. 

Q.  All  you  have  is  the  statement  of  the  boy  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  is  the  boy  t — A.  He  is  not  a  boy ;  he  is  a  grown  man. 
The  election  this  year  was  the  first  time  he  voted. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 
Q.  Are  there  any  persons  present  in  this  room  who  were  in  that  armed 
mob  at  Hazleharst  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  Mr.  John  Middleton,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  was  there.    I  am  pretty  certain  that  he  was  there. 

Isaac  G.  Enochs  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside f — ^Answer.  In  Copiah  County. 

Q.  At  what  place,  or  about  where,  in  what  beat! — A.  I  reside  in  beat 
one,  2  miles  from  Gallman  Station. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  t — A.  I  was  born  in  the  county, 
thirty-two  years  ago. 

Q.  Were  you  ^  candidate  for  any  oflSce  on  the  Independent  ticket  in 
Copiah  County  last  fall? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  office  f — A.  For  chancery  clerk. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  canvass  prior  to  the  election!— A. 
I  did. 

Q.  You  may  go  on  and  state  whether  or  not  a  joint  canvass  was 
agreed  upon  between  the  two  political  parties,  how  many  meetings  were 
held,  and  what  the  character  of  the  speeches  on  the  part  of  the  Inde- 
pendents was. — A.  After  the  Independent  ticket  was  nominated,  Messrs. 
Bridewell  and  McNeil,  the  cai^dates  for  the  legislature,  published  a 
list  of  appointments  embracing  a  period  of  five  weeks,  one  week  in  each 
supervisor's  district.  They  invited  the  Democratic  candidates  to  meet 
them  in  joint  discussion,  which  they  did.  They  began  their  joint  can- 
vass I  think,  about  the  12th  of  September,  and  concluded  it  the  fifth 
week  following. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  any  of  those  joint  meetings  f — A.  I  was  pres- 
ent at  all  except  three,  I  think. 

Q.  How  many  were  held  I — A.  I  think  there  were  about  seventeen. 

Q.  And  how  many  were  you  present  atf — ^A.  All  but  three, 

Q.  Who  were  the  speakers  at  those  meetings  upon  the  part  of  the  Inde- 
pendents t — A.  Messrs.  Bridewell  and  McNeil,  except  on  one  occasioiL 
when  J.  P.  Matthews  made  a  speech.  Jadge  Bridewell,  however,  miasett 
several  appointments  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  speeches  made  by  the  Independent 
speakers  at  the  meetings  yon  attended  t — ^A.  The  Independent  speakers 
made  conservative  speeches,  and  advised  a  conservative  canvass  all  the 
way  through.  Directly  Mr.  McNeil,  the  candidate,  charged  fraud  upon 
the  Democratic  managers  of  the  election  two  years  prior  to  that  time, 
in  which  he  claimed  that  he  was  defrauded  out  of  his  seat.  Judge  Bride- 
well charged  the  noncompliance  of  the  Democratic  party  with  its 
pledges. 

Q.  What  answer,  if  any,  did  the  Democratic  speakers  make  to  Uiose 
charges ;  what  did  they  say  about  them,  and  what  was  the  character  of 
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their  speeches  t — A.  In  answer  to  Mr.  McNeil's  charges,  they  rather 
evaded  it  I'hey  did  not  dii*ectly  deny  the  charge  and  did  not  propose 
to  meet  it;  they  rather  treated  it  lightly.  As  to  the  general  charges 
made  hy  Judge  Bridewell,  they  admitted  that  they  were  true,  but  said 
that  no  political  party  ever  complied  with  all  its  pledges. 

Q.  Who  were  the  speakers  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats! — A.  Messrs. 
Gaynes  and  Rowan. 

Q.  Yon  may  state  whether  or  not  any  independent  political  meetings 
were  held  in  the  county  after  the  13th  of  October. — A.  I  was  not  pres- 
ent at  any  public  meetings  after  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  weie  held  after  the  bulldozing  com- 
menced t — A.  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  held.  The  executive  com- 
mittee held  meetings. 

Q.  But  I  mean  public  meetings  in  the  country  or  in  the  town  of  Hazle- 
hnret  ?— A.  I  do  not  know  of  one. 

Q.  About  what  time  did  the  bulldozing  commence  f — A.  About  ten 
days  before  the  election,  according  to  the  information  I  have.  I  believe 
it  was  generally  conceded  that  what  is  known  as  bulldozing  began  in 
beat  3.  I  was  at  that  time  in  another  part  of  the  county  making  a  per- 
gonal canvass. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  canvass  yourself! — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  canvass  you  made  ! — A.  I  simply 
visited  and  went  to  see  persons  whom  I  thought  would  support  me  for 
the  office  I  was  running  for.  I  did  not  make  any  public  canvass^  I 
made  no  speeches ;  I  just  went  around  and  made  a  personal  canvass. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  under  arms  during  your  canvass  prior  to 
the  election  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  them  ! — A.  Near  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  When  ! — A.  On  the  day  before  the  election ;  on  Monday. 

Q.  State  what  you  saw  there  at  that  time. — A.  I  was  in  Hazlehurst 
on  Monday  morning,  and  between  10  and  11  o'clock  I  heard  guns,  in 
fact  1  had  heard  cannon  shooting  all  the  morning.  But  between  11  and 
12  o'clock  I  heard  a  volley  of  pistols  or  guns,  out  on  the  edge  of  the  town 
it  seemed  to  be.  I  went  down  to  the  hotel,  and  there  sat  down  and 
waited  until  crowds  of  armed  men  came  aloog.  They  passed  me  and 
went  up  the  street  and  disbanded  for  dinner,  and  remained  disbanded 
1  sappose  for  about  an  hour,  until  they  could  get  themselves  and  their 
horses  fed.  Afterwards  they  carried  the  cannon  around  on  what  is 
known  as  Marks  comer  and  fired  it,  indicating,  I  presume,  the  reorgan- 
ization.   After  that  time  I  left  town. 

Q.  Why  did  you  leave  town  ? — ^A.  I  wanted  to  go  home.  I  had  no 
fnrther  business  there. 

Q.  You  may  state  whether  or  not  you  at  any  time  were  advised  by 
Democrats  to  get  out  of  the  way ;  that  you  were  not  safe  there. — A.  A 
friend  of  mine  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  leave  town. 

Q.  On  what  day  was  that! — A.  On  Monday. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  in  regard  to  the  matter  ! — A.  He  said  there  was 
no  use  of  my  staying  there,  that  I  could  not  accomplish  anything  by 
remaining  there ;  that  the  parties  had  nothing  against  me,  and  he 
wished  me  well,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  best  for  me  to  leave. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  the  day  of  the  election  ! — A.  I  went  to  Brown's 
Store  precinct  on  the  morning  of  the  election. 

Q.  You  may  state  what  occurred  there.  You  were  a  voter  at  that 
place,  were  you  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not,  at  Brown's  Store.  I  was  a  reg- 
istered voter  at  Gallman  precinct. 

Q.  State  what  you  went  there  for  f — A.  I  had  been  requested  to  go 
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down  to  Brown'B  Store  and  remain  there  during  the  day  and  in  ihe 
evening  to  ascertain  what  the  vote  was,  and  to  see  it  connted,  if  possible, 
and  I  went  there  in  that  behalf.  I  got  there  in  the  morning  before  the 
I>olls  were  open.  After  the  polls  were  opened  I  fonnd  oat  that  they  had 
no  tickets  npon  the  ground.  The  par^  who  had  the  tickets  did  not 
come,  and  a  party  went  after  him  to  know  where  his  tickets  were.  He 
then  came  and  said  they  had  been  taken  from  him  the  night  befcNPe. 
When  he  told  me  that,  I  went  on  my  horse  to  Crystal  Springs  to  get 
more  tickets.  I  returned  in  the  evening  about  4  o^c^ock,  but  all  the  ad- 
ored voters  had  left. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  yourself f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not;  I  could  not  vote 
at  that  precinct. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  vote  in  your  own  precinct  f — ^A.  Because  I  did 
not  go  there  to  vote.    I  could  have  voted  there. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  vote  f — ^A.  Because  I  wanted  to  go  to  this  pre- 
cinct in  order  to  see  if  there  was  any  fault 

Q.  You  did  not  stay  away  from  your  own  precinct  on  account  of  ftan 
about  yourself t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Cambeon  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  vote  in  the  county  was  at  the  eleotiiHi 
prior  to  the  last  election  f — ^A.  The  vote  ran  finom  about  2,040  to  2,100, 
approximately.  •  I  think  the  vote  on  which  Mr.  Dodds  held  his  certifi- 
cate was  2,049.    Mr.  Guynes  had  about  30  odd  votes  more  than  that 

Q.  Mr.  Dodds  ran  for  the  legislature,  did  heT — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Guynes  ran  for  whatt — A.  He  was  his  associate. 

Q-  Who  were  the  Republican  or  Independent  candidates  t— A.  The 
candidates  opposing  Guynes  and  Dodds  were  McNeil  and  Bufkin. 

Q.  And  what  was  their  vote  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  Mr.  Bufkin's 
vote,  but  McNeil's  vote  was  2,045  as  returned. 

Q.  What  was  Dodds'  vote  as  returned  do  you  say  f — ^A.  Two  thou- 
sand and  forty-nine. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  You  say  that  in  the  canvass  you  were  a  candidate  for  chancery 
clerk  f — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  On  the  Independent  ticket  f — ^A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  in  that  canvass  the  Independent  candidates  made 
appointments  for  meetings  and  invited  the  opposition  to  joint  discus- 
sions t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did. 

Q.  Did  these  discussions  take  place  f — ^A.  They  did. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  there  were  seventeen  meetings*— A  I 
think  there  were  seventeen. 

Q.  You  attended  a  large  number  of  those  meetings  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  electioneered  privately  through  the  county. 
Were  you  pretty  much  over  the  county  f — ^A,  I  was  in  every  distaict  in 
the  county. 

Q.  The  question  was  asked  you  if  you  saw  any  armed  men  at  any  time, 
and  yon  answered  <^  on  Monday  preceding  the  election."  Is  that  so  t— A 
Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  You  have  not  said  that  you  saw  any  other  armed  men  at  any  other 
time  f — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  canvassed  that  county  in  every  district  in  the  county  and  yoa 
saw  no  armed  men  except  on  the  Monday  preceding  the  election f— A 
I  attended  the  joint  discussions.    I  just  went  round  with  the  candidates. 
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I  was  not  known  thoronghly  in  the  connty.  First  I  went  aronnd  and 
saw  the  people,  thinking  I  conld  see  more  of  them  at  public  speaking 
than  to  make  a  personal  canvass.  After  the  joint  discussion  was  over, 
I  went  into  localities  where  I  thought  I  could  make  a  few  votes  by  per- 
sonal canvass. 

Q.  Did  anybody  interfere  with  you  on  the  Monday  that  you  saw  these 
armed  men  or  at  any  other  time  during  the  canvass! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  known  to  be  a  candidate  on  the  Independent  ticket,  were 
you  notf — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  not  these  men  that  you  saw  in  Hazlehurst  on  the  Monday 
preceding  the  election  there  in  attendance  on  a  political  meeting  that 
was  to  l^  held  at  which  Major  Barksdale  was  to  speak! — A.  I  do  not 
know  that 

Q.  At  any  rate  they  offered  you  no  violence! — ^A.  They  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  do  violence  to  anybody  while  you  were  there! — 
A  No,  sir ;  they  simply  rode  past  me.  I  was  sitting  on  the  front  of 
the  hotel  and  they  rode  past  me  and  gave  me  three  cheers. 

Q.  Your  reason  for  not  voting  was  that  you  preferred  being  in  another 
election  precinct! — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  could  have  voted  in  your  own  district  if  you  had  seen  proper, 
to  stay  there! — A.  I  could  at  my  place;  my  brothers  and  others  did  at 
that  place. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  The  candidates  on  the  Independent  ticket  were  atl  white  men  that 
year! — A.  All  except  one,  for  supervisor,  in  beat  4. 

Q.  Were  they  men  of  high  character  and  standing,  so  far  as  you 
know,  in  the  community;  I  will  not  ask  about  yourself,  as  you  were  a 
candidate,  but  of  the  others! — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were. 

D.  8.  BxTBOH  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbue Y : 

Question.  Are  you  the  superintendent  of  public  education  in  Copiah 
County  ! — Answer.  I  am  county  superintendent  of  education. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside! — A.  In  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  any  negroes  in  Hazlehurst,  or  around 
there,  belonging  to  a  Democratic  club  ! — A.  At  the  organization  of  the 
Democratic  dub  of  Hazlehurst  I  was  elected  secretary,  and  we  had  en- 
rolled on  that  club-roll  as  many  as  thirty  or  thirty-five  colored  men. 
The  colored  men  began  joining  the  club  at  the  first  organization  of  it 
and  continued  joining  it  at  every  meeting. 

Q.  There  were  then  thirty  or  thirty-five  men  enrolled  in  the  club  of 
which  you  were  secretary  who  were  colored  men  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  out  of 
the  number  of  two  hundred,  about  thirty  or  thirty-five  were  colored 
men — colored  voters  of  the  county. 

Q.  Had  you  any  occasion  to  be  in  beat  3  at  any  time  preceding  the 
election ;  if  so,  state  when  you  were  there  t — A.  On  Friday  evening 
brfore  the  election  I  had  occasion  to  go  through  beat  3  into  Jefferson 
County.  I  had  some  interests  in  Jefferson  County  which  took  me  down 
about  that  time,  and  I  took  occasion  to  go  Friday  afternoon.  I  passed 
passed  through  beat  3  and  came  back  through  beat  3  on  Sunday  after- 
noon. 

Q.  While  you  were  in  that  county  on  Friday  or  Saturday,  did  you 
Me  tiie  negro  population  of  that  county,  a  number  of  them,  about! — A. 
As  I  returned  on  Sunday,  or  while  I  was  in  Jefferson  County  on  Satur- 
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day  attending  to  my  basiness  in  Jefferson  County,  which  was  aboot  tea 
miles,  probably,  from  the  Copiah  Connty  line,  the  place  where  I  stopped 
on  Saturday,  on  Saturday  I  heard  cannon-firing.  There  was  to  be  speak- 
ing up  in  beat  3  on  Sunday,  and  as  I  returned  and  passed  through  there 
during  the  forenoon  of  Sunday  before  the  election,  I  saw  the  colored 
people  going  to  church  and  going  from  church.  In  the  forenoon  I  met 
them  going  to  church.  I  passed  the  church,  where  there  was  a  large 
number  congregated,  some  of  them  singing.  Those  who  knew  me  spoke 
to  me ;  all  who  knew  me  spoke  to  me,  and  those  whose  names  I  coald 
remember  I  calle<l  them  by  name  and  spoke  to  them,  and  tiiere  was 
nothing  exhibited  in  their  countenances  or  their  actions  which  led  me  to 
believe  there  had  been  any  commotion  or  confusion  at  any  time  pre- 
vious. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  hearing  the  firing  of  cannon  on  Saturday.  I 
want  to  inquire  whether  it  is  not  usual,  and  has  not  been  usual  in  your 
county  at  meetings  of  the  parties,  to  fire  a  gun  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
notice  to  persons  that  a  meeting  was  to  be  held! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  has 
been  so  ever  since  the  war. 

Q.  Do  not  both  parties  do  that  sometimes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  both  par- 
ties, sometimes ;  whichever  party  happen  to  have  a  gun. 

Q.  They  usually  announce  their  meeting  in  that  way  I — A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  sometimes,  if  they  do  not  have  a  cannon,  they  would  fire  an  anvil 
or  anything  to  create  a  noise  and  let  them  know  there  was  a  public 
meeting.  I  never  took  any  notice  of  it,  only  I  knew  there  was  to  be  a 
public  speaking  at  Pleasant  Hill,  ten  miles  from  where  I  was. 

Q.  You  are  the  superintendent  of  education  in  Copiah  County.  I 
want  to  know  if  there  is  provision  made  in  that  county  for  the  colored 
schools  of  that  county  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  an  opportunity  equal  to  that  of 
the  whites. 

Q.  Are  the  moneys  raised  for  educational  purposes  raised  largely  by 
taxation  of  the  white  people  of  that  county  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  largely. 

Q.  Do  you  or  not  say  that  a  large  proi)ortion  of  the  money  raised 
and  appropriated  to  the  education  of  the  colored  people  is  raised  upon 
assessments  upon  the  property  of  white  Democrats! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
say  so. 

Q.  Is  the  appropriation  to  the  colored  schools  the  same  as  it  is  to 
the  white  schools? — A.  Exactly  the  same;  there  is  no  discrimination 
whatever.  The  law  especially  provides  that  there  shall  be  as  many 
schools ;  it  simply  says  that  the  same  color  shall  not  be  taught  in  the 
same  schools,  and  no  moi*e  schools  than  a  certain  number  of  one  color 
in  a  district,  but  each  color  to  have  the  same  number  of  schools  in  any 
one  district. 

Q.  The  facilities  for  the  education  of  the  colored  people  in  Copiah 
County,  I  understand  you,  are  the  same  that  they  are  for  the  white 
children  of  the  county  ? — A.  Exactly ;  there  is  no  difference. 

Q.  And  the  funds  raised  and  appropriated  for  educational  purposei 
are  raised  from  assessment  upon  the  property  of  the  white  Democrats 
in  that  county  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  evidently  an  attempt  to  show  that  the  white  people 
of  Copiah  County  are  men  destitute  of  the  feelings  of  humanity,  who 
are  treating  the  colored  people  with  great  cruelty  and  unkindness.  I 
would  like  to  ask  you  what  is  the  general  character  of  the  white  men 
of  that  county ;  are  they  a  peaceable  and  order-loving  people  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  so  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  The  general  character  of  our  people 
will  compare  with  the  character  of  the  people  in  any  community,  pobt- 
ically,  socially,  morally,  and  religiously. 
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Q.  Has  it  not  been  and  is  it  not  the  desire  of  the  large  majority  of 
the  white  people  of  that  connty  to  see  an  observance  of  law  and  order 
in  the  eoan  ty  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  want  to  say,  while  we  are  on  the  subject 
of  schools,  this:  I  heard  a  witness  testify  that  the  colored  people,  men,, 
women,  and  children,  were  leaving  the  connty,  especially  in  beat  3.  I 
think  I  have  heard  that  testified  to.  I  want  to  say  as  saperintendent 
of  edncation  that  the  records  in  my  office  show  that  the  children  are^ 
attending  the  schools  in  beat  3  as  they  have  always  done,  and  as  many 
in  proportion  to  the  number  as  from  any  other  district  in  the  county. 

Q.  It  is  not  true,  then,  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  the*  colored  peo- 
ple of  that  beat  have  run  away  and  are  neglecting  the  education  of 
their  children  f — A.  Do  not  understand  me  to  say  that  none  have  gone. 
I  say  the  indications,  as  well  a«  I  can  judge,  are  to  the  contrary;  that 
tiiey  are  there  and  attending  school.  If  the  men  and  women  have  gone^ 
they  have  left  the  children  to  go  to  school. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  teach  school  yourself! — A.  Yes,  sii*. 

Q.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  getting  your  warrants,  your  pay,  at  any 
timet— A.  1  did.  And  that  is  one  thing  which  made  me  conclude  that 
I  had  better  not  try  that  kind  of  teaching  any  more  for  which  I  should 
get  my  pay  in  warrants. 

Q.  Were  you  paid,  while  you  were  teaching,  in  warrants? — A.  My  pay 
was  in  warrants  when  I  taught  the  public  school.  I  have  taught  pub- 
^c  schools  at  different  times.  I  taught  the  county  school,  and  I  waa 
paid  in  warrants.  When  I  taught  the  cor|>oration  school  of  the  sepa- 
rate school  district  at  fiazlehurst  I  was  paid  by  the  city  fund. 

Q.  At  any  time  when  you  were  paid  in  warrants,  were  you  told  by 
Mr.  Matthews  that  if  you  were  a  Eepublican  you  could  get  full  value 
for  your  warrants? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  usually  have  to  sell  your  warrants  at  a  discount  ? — A.  I 
never  was  told  that  but  once,  and  I  had  completed  the  last  month  of  my 
term,  and  I  never  took  occasion  to  have  any  more  warrants  during  that 
regime — that  administration.  I  was  told  after  having  remained  about 
town  for  some  three  or  four  days,  trying  to  find  what  steps  I  had  best 
take  to  get  rid  of  my  warrants,  I  was  finally  told  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Mat- 
thews, who  was  sheriflf  of  the  county,  and  Mr.  Harvey,  the  probate 
clerk,  and  another  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  that  if  I  joined  the 
ring,  declared  my  allegiance  to  the  Eepublican  party,  that  I  would  get 
anything  I  wanted,  worth  more  than  those  warrants  to  me.  I  told  them 
I  was  not  quite  that  cheap. 

Q.  You  did  not  propose  to  sell  out  ? — A.  I  was  not  selling,  then ;  I 
was  not  for  sale  at  that  time.  I  afterwards  disposed  of  those  warranto 
for  60  cents  on  a  dollar.  Whether  there  was  any  money  to  pay  them  I 
do  not  know.  I  did  not  know  the  condition  of  the  county  then.  Their 
fiDances  might  have  been  good  or  bad.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
the  financial  condition  of  the  county  at  that  time.  1  know  I  got  about 
60  cents  on  the  dollar  for  my  warrants,  and  that  is  all  I  do  know.  Some 
I  got  75  cents  for  in  trade,  and  that  is  all  of  my  experience  in  warrants. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehurst  on  the  Mouda^'  preceding  the  election  ? — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  speech  of  Major  Barksdale  ? — A.  I  did.  I  heard 
one  speech  of  Major  Barksdale's  on  Monday  night  before  the  election  at 
the  court'house,  which  was  the  only  speech  I  heard  him  make,  I  believe,, 
daring  that  campaign  in  that  canvass. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Major  Barksdale  say,  "Hang  Frank  Bufkin  so  high 
that  the  birds  of  prey  could  not  reach  him  with  their  beaks,"  or  any- 
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thiDg  of  that  kind! — A.  He  never  mentioned  Frank  Bof kin's  name;  I 
do  not  believe  he  mentioned  anybody's  name.  Miyor  Barksdale  is  s 
flaent  8i>eaker,  and  he  deals  in  figures  of  rhetoric  and  beantifol  figuren 
of  oratory,  and  the  nearest  he  could  have  said  which  could  have  heea 
applied,  if  the  name  of  Bnf  kin  could  have  been  put  there,  would  be  to 
bury  the  Bepublican  party  so  deep  that  there  never  wiU  be  a  resurrectioiif 
and  hang  the  shame  so  high  that  all  generations  may  see  it.  I  do  not 
say  that  those  were  the  exact  words,  but  that  was  the  idea — ^to  buty  the 
party.    He  was  dealing  in  rhetorical  flourish  and  figures  of  speech. 

Q.  And  that  was  applied  to  the  Bepublican  party  and  not  to^of- 
kin  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  no  individual.  I  was  there  and  heard  it  I  was 
within  twenty  feet  of  him,  and  I  was  astounded  when  I  learned  that  be 
had  been  charged  with  such  a  thing.  I  would  not  listen  to  a  spestker 
who  would  use  such  language. 

Q.  You  were  not  only  surprised,  but  everybody  who  knew  Migor 
Barksdale  in  your  county  was  surprised  at  any  such  testimony.  I 
know  from  personal  conversation  with  M%jor  Barksdale  that  he  never 
used  any  such  language. — ^A.  He  did  not. 

The  Chaibman.  Are  you  testifying  now,  Mr.  Saulsburyf 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  There  was  a  public  speech  made  this  morning  here, 
and  there  was  no  interposition  on  the  part  of  the  chairman.  Mr.  Frje 
made  a  speech  which  was  denominated  by  my  associate  as  a  stamp 
speech.    [To  the  witness.]  Do  you  know  Mr.  Burnett 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  public  prosecutor  in  this  caset — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  gentleman  who  was  brought  all  the  wav  from  Washington  in 
company  with  this  committee  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  where  he  was  brought 
from ;  I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Burnet. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  character  in  the  community  where  he  resides,  or 
did  reside! — A.  I  never  had  any  transactions  with  Mr.  Burnet  All 
the  transaction  I  have  ever  had  amounted  to  simply  a  conversation  in 
passing.  I  never  had  any  dealings  with  him  of  a  financial  character 
that  I  could  test  him  by,  or  base  my  own  judgment  upon.  If  you  ask 
me  what  the  common  rumor  is — what  the  people  there  think  about  him, 
I  can  tell  you  that. 

Q.  That  is  exactly  what  I  want;  the  reputation  of  the  mant— A 
The  reputation  in  town  ?    Well,  it  is  not  good. 

Q.  Not  good  for  veracity ! — A.  I  never  have  heard  anybody  until 
lately  have  occasion  to  say  that  they  would  doubt  his  veracity.  There 
never  has  anything  occurred  that  I  know  of  with  him  that  I  could  doubt 
his  veracity  until  I  saw  over  his  signature  the  report  in  the  National 
Bepublican;  and  I  have  to  remark  that,  if  Mr.  Burnet  is  reported  aoca- 
rately  and  correctly,  he  has  made  a  very  slanderous  report.  If  he  was 
reported  correctly,  ne  has  reported  that  which  was  false ;  for  I  was 
there  and  heard  the  speech,  and  that  is  all  I  know  of  it 

Q.  If  he  is  correctly  reported  in  the  National  Bepublican,  which  yon 
have  seen  and  which  you  denominate  as  being  a  false  statement,  woald 
you,  if  he  is  correctly  reported,  believe  him  on  his  oath  f — ^A.  I  could 
not.    I  could  not  believe  any  man  who  would  report  falsely. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  statement  of  Mr.  Burnet's  in  the  interview  in  the  National 
Bepublican  do  you  r^er  tot — A.  I  had  reference  to  M%jor  Barksdale*^ 
speech. 

Q.  Any  other! — A.  That  is  the  only  one  I  can  recall  now. 

Q.  Bo  that  in  that  interview  in  the  National  Bepublican  yoa  reetll 
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bat  one  Rtatement  that  is  incorrect! — A.  That  made  a  greater  impres- 
81011  on  my  mind  than  any  other  one  thing. 

Q.  Did  he  claim  to  have  been  personally  present,  or  only  to  have  heard 
that  aboat  Msyor  Barksdale  from  somebody  else! — A.  I  do  not  know; 
Le  gave  it  as  truth. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  Mr.  Burnet's  testimony  here! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  one  or  more  witnesses  have  testified  that 
Major  Biirksdale  used  that  language! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  jou  not  know  that  Mr.  Burnet  has  testified  that  he  was  not 
personally  present  when  that  speech  was  madet — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not 
hear  Mr.  Burnet's  testimony. 

Q.  If  it  should  turn  out  that  Mr.  Burnet  in  that  statement,  if  it  be 
erroneous,  was  misled  by  somebody  whom  he  believed,  who  reported 
to  him  that  Major  Barksdale  had  said  so,  you  would  change  your  opinion 
about  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity,  would  you  nott — ^A.  I  would 
have  to  look  over  the  balance  of  the  testimony. 

Q.  But  yon  say  you  had  not  heard  anything  against  his  reputation 
for  truth  until  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  up  to  that  time,  until  I  read 
that,  there  was  no  occasion  for  me  to  ever  doubt  the  veracity  of  Mr. 
Burnet. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Hazlehurst? — 
A  No,  si/. 

Q.  Have  you  been  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  cease  to  hold  that  ofttce! — A.  At  the  last  regular 
meetinfz:  or  the  time  before  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  board. 

Q.  When  was  that  f — ^A.  I  have  forgotten  the  day  of  the  month  when 
the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  board  was.    It  was  a  week  or  two  ago. 

Q.  In  what  month — ^February  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  which  chose  Eas 
Wheeler  city  marshal  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  for  him  ! — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  know  at  that  time  that  he  was  charged  with  murder? — 
A.  I  knew  that  he  was  on  a  bond — had  given  bond  for  his  appearance 
at  the  circuit  court. 

Q.  We  aie  not  speaking  about  bondsmen,  but  about  Mr.  Wheeler. 
Did  you  know  he  was  charged  with  murder? — A.  I  did  not  know  what 
he  was  charged  with ;  1  never  saw  the  charge. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  he  was  charged  with  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  not  heard  that  he  had  committed  a  murder  ? — A.  I  had  not 
heard  the  specific  charge  of  murder  against  him. 

Q.  I  will  leave  the  answer  as  you  choose  to  make  it ;  I  will  not  sug- 
gest to  you  an  answer  if  you  wish  to  leave  your  answer  in  that  way. 
My  question  is  whether  you  knew  that  he  was  charged  with  murder  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  not  heard  that  he  had  committed  murder,  or  any  state- 
ment to  that  effect  from  anybody  ? — A.  I  know  that  he  had  been  charged 
with— I  knew  that  he  had  confessed  to  the  killing  of  J.  P.  Matthews. 

Q.  And  you  elected  him?  You  say  that  the  people  of  Copiah  County 
^ill  compare  in  the  qualities  you  have  named,  in  morals,  religious  char- 
acter, and  peaCvCable  character,  or  whatever  the  phrases  are  that  you 
iwod,  with  any  other  community  anywhere.  With  what  other  communi- 
ties have  you  been  yourself  personally  familar  ? — A.  I  have  been  familiar 
and  am  familiar  with  the  communities  in  our  neighboring  county  of 
Claiborne. 

Q.  Any  others? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  the  character  of  the  people  in  this  community 
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is  as  good  ia  these  particulars  as  in  tlie  other  communities  with  which 
you  have  been  familiar! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  Print  Matthews  told  you— won't  you  please  repeat 
the  words  as  near  as  you  can  which  Print  Matthews  used  to  you  ?  Di*! 
he  say,  "If  you  will  join  the  ring  you  may  have  anything  you  want  f— 
A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  he  who  said  it,  but  if  I  would  join  the 
Eepublican  party  that  I  could  get  what  I  wanted.  I  do  not  knovr 
whether  it  was  he  who  said  it. 

Q.  1  understood  you  to  testify  that  Print  Matthews  said  if  yon  would 
join  the  ring.  Now,  do  you  still  say  that  he  said  it,  or  do  you  say  that 
he  did  not  say  it ! — A.  He  eitlicr  said  it  or  it  wa«  said  in  his  pn»senee. 
There  were  four  of  us  together — Sam  Harvey  and  another  man  whose 
name  I  cannot  remember;  1  do  not  remember  who  he  was,  besides  ^Ir. 
Matthews  and  myself. 

Q.  You  are  not  sure  Print  Matthews  said  it  at  all  f — A.  I  am  satis- 
fied  tliat  he  told  me  that  if  I  would  join  the  Eepublican  party  I  coukl 
get  it  or  anything  else  I  wanted. 

Q.  Who  used  the  phrase,  "if  you  would  join  the  ring"! — A.  lam 
almost — I  am  persuaded  almost—that  he  said  it,  though  I  would  not 
swear  that  he  did. 

Q.  That  he  said,  "if  you  will  join  the  ring''! — A.  It  was  said  in 
connection  with  the  conversation  that  was  going  on  between  us  fonr. 

Q.  What  was  the  word  used — "join  the  ring "  f — A.  "King";  yes,  sir; 
that  wao  the  word. 

Q.  Did  it  strike  you  as  a  little  singular  that  a  person  should  invite 
you  to  do  that  and  describe  his  political  party  as  a  ring — didn't  that 
stiike  you  as  a  little  singular  ? — A.  I  thought  it  was  very  singular  that 
I  could  be 

Q.  But  I  mean  the  phrase- — A.  The  whole  conversation  struck  me 
as  singuhir;  that  was  no  more  singular  than  the  balance  of  it. 

Q.  And  you  tlunk  Mr.  Matthews,  or  possibly  one  of  the' others,  said 
if  you  join  the  ring  you  can  have  anything  you  want  f  What  were  the 
warrants  bringing  at  that  time! — A.  !My  own  were  not  bringing  any- 
thing, except  as  I  would  hunt  up  somebody  who  would  buy  them. 

Q.  What  was  their  market  value  ? — A.  I  got  50,  60,  or  75  cents,  as  I 
would  trade  or  pay  an  indebtedness  that  I  owed. 

Q.  How  would  your  being  a  Republican  enable  yon  to  get  any  more 
for  your  warrants  than  being  a  Democrat  f — A.  Echo  answers,  how  f 
That  is  all  I  can  say. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  your  being  a  Republican  could  afFect  it. 
They  had  a  certain  value  in  the  community,  did  they  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  what  is  the  amount  per  capita  expended  for  schools  iu  your 
county  ! — A.  I  have  not  been  in  office  long  enough  to  accumulate  the 
facts  as  to  the  educable  children  who  will  attend  school  this  year,  and 
how  much  has  been  appropriated  for  it. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  that  you  now  hold  f — A.  Since 
the  1st  of  February. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  having  been  elected  to  that  office  and 
taken  ]>ossession  of  it,  you  do  not  know  how  much  per  head  is  appro- 
priated for  education  in  that  county  f — A,  Not  yet. 

Q.  Can  you  giveanything  like  the  amount ;  is  it  8 1  or  $1.1.5,  or  what  f— 
A.  What  is  appropriated  depends  on  the  grade  of  the  teacher. 

Q.  But  I  speak  of  the  entire  appropriation  for  educational  purpoj^es 
In  Copiah  County ;  how  much  per  head  per  child,  or  about  how  much  f 
Give  us  something  in  the  neighborhood. — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Is  it  as  much  as  82  a  head  per  child  f — A.  I  did  not  understand 
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jon.  I  understood  yon  to  ask  how  much  was  appropriated  in  the  county 
for  educational  purposes.  I  think  it  is  about  $1.60  per  month,  or  from 
$4  to  $6.50  per  year.    We  run  four  mouths'  schools. 

Q.  So  that  it  is  about  $4  to  $6  a  scholar  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  is  that  raised  f — A.  Raised  by  direct  taxation  mostly. 

Q.  Is  it  raised  by  a  tax  on  persons  and  property,  or  by  a  poll  tax ;  a 
special  tax  f — A.  A  poll  tax ;  a  special  tax  on  real  and  personal  property. 

Q.  Is  the  poll  tax  all  appropriated  to  educational  puriioses? — A.  Yes 
sir. 

Q.  How  much  is  that  I — A.  I  do  not  know;  but  it  is  $1. 
.  Q.  Are  the  children  in  Copiah  County  who  attend  school  more  than 
one-fifth  of  the  entire  inhabitants,  in  your  opinion! — A.  I  have  not 
looked  at  the  statistics. 

Q.  You  have  not  any  sort  of  doubt  that  more  than  one-fifth  of  the 
entire  inhabitants  attend  school  anywhere  ? — A.  Well,  if  you  were  to 
go  to  Copiah  County  you  would  see  that  there  are  lots  of  children 
Siere. 

Q.  I  dare  say;  and  you  say  there  are  lots  of  good  men  and  women 
there,  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  question  at  present.  But  yon  think 
as  an  educational  man  that  the  children  would  not  exceed  one-fifth  of 
the  whole  population— children  of  school  age! — A.  Hardly. 

Q.  If  every  man  paid  a  poll  tax,  that  would  go  very  far  towards  mak- 
ing $4.60  a  child,  would  it  not! — A.  It  would  pay  for  a  good  many. 

Q.  These  poll  taxes  are  assessed  on  the  negroes  as  well  as  the  whites, 
are  they  not  f — A.  The  i>oll  tax  does  not  pay  but  a  very  small  part  of 
the  schooling  of  the  children  of  Copiah  County;  there  is  a  deficit  every 
year.    It  pays  as  much  as  it  can. 

Q.  It  is  assessed  on  negroes  and  whites,  Republicans  and  Democrats, 
alike! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  the  remainder  of  the  school  tax,  under  your  law,  made  up 
by  the  whisky  tax  chiefly  ! 

The  Witness.  The  remainder  to  make  up  the  school  fund  is  levied 
upon  whisky! 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

A.  Well,  the  whisky  pays  its  tax,  and  still,  with  the  poll  taxes,  a  bal- 
ance has  to  be  raised. 

Q.  Is  not  the  substance  of  the  school  tax  in  your  district,  in  Copiah 
County,  as  elsewhere  in  Mississippi,  made  up  of  poll  taxes,  whisky  taxes, 
and  license  taxes  ! — A.  In  our  county  the  whisky  tax  is  paid  almost  en- 
tirely, I  believe,  in  Hazlehurst  itself.  Being  a  sepsirate  school  district, 
the  money  is  appropriated  for  school  purposes  within  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  that  town.  There  is  no  whisky  tax,  except  to  pro-rate  distribu- 
tion from  the  fund  which  comes  in,  about  $400.  It  pays  for  about  $100 
of  that, 

Q.  In  saying  that  the  school  tax  was  paid  by  the  white  Democrats, 
you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  poll  tax  is  paid  by  them  ! — A.  Each 
man  has  to  pay  his  own. 

Q.  Then  do  you  mean  to  have  me  understand  that  the  whisky  tax 
fells  on  the  white  Democrats! — A.  That  falls  on  the  dealer. 

Q.  Whether  he  is  a  Democrat  or  Republican!  You  do  not  mean  for 
us  to  understand  that  they  are  the  consumers  of  whisky  more  than  any 
portion  of  the  community,  of  course!  Kow,  can  you  tell  how  much  of 
the  school  tax  is  paid  by  a  tax  upon  property;  what  proportion  of  it 
comes  on  property  after  the  whisky  tax  and  the  poll  taxes  have  been 
applied? — A.  I  cannot. 
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Q.  Are  yoa  prepared  to  swear  that  it  is  one-tenth  part  of  itt 

The  Witness.  Which  ! 

The  Chairman.  That  itfter  the  whisky  and  poll  taxes  have  been  ap- 
plied to  pay  for  the  schools,  that  onetenth  part  of  the  school  expendi- 
ture remains  to  be  defrayea  by  the  general  tax  on  property  f — A.  I  do. 

Q.  How  mnch  do  yon  swear  remains  to  be  paid  f — A.  I  state  oousid- 
erably  more  than  one-tenth,  but  I  cannot  say  how  mnch  more. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  there  is  one-quarter  of  it  f^-A.  I  will  not 
swear  to  any  particular  amount,  but  I  believe  honestly  there  is  a  good 
deal  more  than  one-tenth. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  there  is  more  than  onequarter,  in  your  be- 
lief f — A.  I  will  not  swear  to  any  definite  fractional  part 

Q.  Are  not  the  Matthews'  large  tax  payers  in  your  county ;  was  not 
Print  Matthews  a  large  land  owner? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  some  of  his  brothers  also  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  tax  comes  on  their  property  as  much  as  on  that  of  Demo- 
crats ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  difference  in  the  assessment  of  taxes  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  all  you  mean  to  say  is  that  this  x>ortion  of  the  school  tax,  be 
it  more  or  less,  whether  one-tenth  or  one-quarter,  which  remains  after 
the  whisky  tax  and  the  poll  tax  has  been  applied,  falls  upon  the  prop- 
erty holders  of  the  county,  whether  Democrats  or  Kepublicans,  white 
or  black  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  said  something  about  the  colored  people  being  oat  on 
Sunday  before  the  election,  if  I  have  got  the  date  right.  Do  yon  not 
believe  that  large  numbers  of  the  colored  people  in  beat  3  fled  to 
the  woods  and  slept  there  about  the  time  of  that  election  f — ^A.  I  never 
heard  of  it  until  after  the  election. 

Q.  You  did  hear  of  it  then  f — ^A.  I  heard  rumors  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  colored  people  have  left,  have  been  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  lands  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Matthews,  and  that  he  has  him- 
self found  homes  for  some  of  them  in  Kansas  t — A.  I  do  not  know  a 
word  of  it 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  that  is  true  or  not  f — A.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

Q.  If  that  should  turn  out  to  be  the  factyou  would  change  your  opinioL 
about  the  state  of  contentment  of  the  colored  population  of  that  region  !— 
A.  Of  course.  I  gave  as  my  reason  why  I  did  not  believe  they  were 
leaving  there,  the  met  that  the  schools  are  reported  as  being  filled  np 
with  children.  I  inferred  from  that  that  they  were  not  all  leaving,  as 
had  been  reported  to  me. 

Q.  On  your  return  from  Jefferson  County  on  the  Sunday  before  the 
election  did  you  hear  the  cannon  firing  in  district  No.  3 1 — ^A.  I  heard 
the  cannon  fire,  or  something  I  took  to  be  a  cannon;  I  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  thunder  or  a  cannon. 

Q.  Is  it  the  practice  of  these  excellent  Democrats  of  Oopiah  Coonty 
to  tire  cannon  to  summon  people  to  church  as  well  as  to  political  meet- 
ings ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  fired  that  cannon. 

Q.  But  is  it  their  practice  to  do  that! — A.  No,  sir ;  it  is  confined  to 
political  meetings. 

Q.  Is  it  the  practice  when  they  have  political  meetings  to  fire  cannon 
about  the  highways  or  fire  cannon  between  midnight  and  morning  f— 
A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  I  do  not  know  about  firing  can- 
non at  night. 

Q.  Or  guns  or  pistols  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  pistols  and  guns  were  fired  about  the  houses  of  people  between 
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midnight  and  morning,  and  for  a  few  days  before  the  electicn,  if  that 
should  be  true,  you  would  not  from  your  experience  of  the  habits  of 
your  people  attribute  that  to  the  purpose  of  summoning  people  to  hear 
speeches,  would  you  t — ^A.  I  would  not  attribute  that  to  the  Democratic 
party  there. 

Q.  I  do  not  suppose  you  would.  Do  you  know  as  a  matter  of  your 
own  knowledge,  whether  for  a  fortnight  before  that  election,  the  joint 
meetings  between  these  two  parties  were  given  up,  so  far  as  the  Repub- 
licans were  concerned  t — ^A.  I  heard  that  the  programme  had  been 
abandoned. 

Q.  When  did  you  hear  they  had  to  do  itt — A.  I  do  not  remember 
now.    I  think  they  had  made  discussions  in  all  the  districts,  however. 

Q.  But  the  programme  you  think  had  been  abandoned  f — A.  I  do  not 
know  at  what  time  it  had  been  abandoned }  whether  they  had  completed 
one  round.    They  just  quit. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Major  Barksdale's  speech  to  these  mounted  men 
when  they  were  in  the  saddle? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  in  my  school-room. 

Q.  You  were  then  a  school  teacher  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  also  a  member  of  the  prohibition  convention  who  sent 
Mr.  Wheeler  as  a  delegate  to  represent  them  before  the  legislature? — 
A.  No,  sir.  My  name  was  on  the  prohibition  list,  but  every  time  they 
bad  a  meeting  I  was  in  the  school-room.  I  attend  no  meetings  that 
occur  at  the  time  my  school  work  is  going  on,  or  my  office  work,  either 
one.  I  never  give  that  up  to  attend  to  this  other.  I  think  there  are 
enough  to  attend  to  that. 

Q.  Which  are  the  most  numerously  attended  in  your  county  (I  ask 
this  rather  as  a  matter  of  curiosity  than  as  bearing  on  the  case),  the 
white  or  the  colored  schools? — A.  I  have  not  consulted  and  compared 
the  average  attendance  of  all  the  schools,  only  with  regard  to  a  few 
schools.  As  reports  began  to  come  in  I  would  compare  the  average 
attendance  with  the  enrollments,  and  I  find  the  attendance  at  the  col- 
ored schools,  that  the  percentage  of  attendance,  is  a  good  deal  larger 
than  at  the  white  schools. 

Q.  How  do  these  colored  children  get  on  in  their  schools :  do  they 
prove  rapid  and  intelligent  pupils  ? — A.  Where  they  have  good  teachers 
their  progress  is  very  good. 

Q.  How  do  they  compare  with  the  white  children  of  the  same  age? — 
A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  judge  of  that.  I  have  not  visited  any  of  the 
colored  schools.    I  think  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  teacher. 

Q.  jyo  they  have  as  good  teachers  generally  in  the  colored  schools  as 
in  the  white  schools  5  do  they  have  equal  chance  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the 
teachers  are  subject  to  rigid  examination  before  appointment  by  the 
superintendent.  When  I  went  into  office  there  I  simply  ratified  the  pre- 
vious appointments. 

Q.  How,  so  far  as  their  capacity  for  education  goes,  do  the  colored 
children  of  that  State  compare  with  other  children  ! — A.  We  have  col- 
ored children  in  our  county  as  well  advanced  for  their  age  as  you  will 
find  in  any  county  in  our  State  or  in  any  adjoining  State.  I  believe 
they  compare  very  favorably  with  colored  children  of  the  same  age  else- 
where. There  has  not  been  a  year  since  the  organization  of  a  public 
school  system  that  the  colored  people  have  not  had  public  schools  in 
our  State  of  an  equal  length  of  session  with  the  white  people,  and  every 
effort  made  to  sustain  and  maintain  those  schools  as  long  as  we  could 
have  fnnds  to  run  them. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  this  meeting  which  took  place  after  the  killing  of 
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Mr.  Matthews  f — A.  Ko,  sir;  I  was  iu  the  school-room  and  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  that  meeting.    It  was  over  with  before  I  knew  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  approve  of  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews  yourself! — A.  ^o, 
sir ;  by  no  means.  I  never  approve  of  the  killing  of  any  one.  Theie 
is  no  one  who  regrets  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews, 
I  suppose,  any  more  than  I  do. 

By  Mr.  Cameeon  : 
Q.  Some  people  might  be  uncharitable  enough  to  believe  that  when 
you  voted  for  Wheeler  as  mai*shal  of  your  city  that  you  did  approve  of 
it  ? — A.  I  would  like  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  this  committee,  if  there 
should  be  such  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  any  of  them.  I  never  had 
in  my  mind  a  thought  of  voting  for  Mr.  Wheeler  because  he  had  kiiUd 
Mr.  Matthews.  I  thought  outside  of  that,  knowing  him  as  well  as  I 
thought  I  did,  that  he  was  the  best  suited  man  for  the  position  of  towu 
marshal  of  any  man  who  had  made  an  application. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  have  described  the  character  of  your  people.  Do  yon  think 
he  is  as  good,  outside  of  this  act,  as  the  average  of  those  people!  You 
would  not  have  voted  for  him  if  you  had  not  thought  so  ! — A.  I  thought 
he  was  qualified  for  the  position. 

Q.  You  thought  he  was  a  good  man! — A.  He  is  a  good  man.  He  is 
hot-brained  and  Jiot-headed. 

Q.  But  a  good  man! — A.  He  has  a  good  heart. 

Q.  And  will  compare  with  other  individuals  there  in  excellence!— 
A.  I.  think  he  is  a  man  who  sometimes  manifested  indiscretion. 

The  Chaieman.  I  should  be  inclined  to  concur  with  you  in  that  view. 

John  B.  I^Llddleton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  county! — A.  In  district  3. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there! — A.  Nine  years, I  believe, 

Q.  Have  you  lived  in  Copiah  County  any  longer  than  that ! — A.  All 
my  life  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ! — A.  I  am  a  farmer. ' 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  interest  in  the  last  canvass  and  attend  nny  of 
the  i>olitical  meetings!— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  attended  some  of  them,  though 
I  did  not  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  it,  as  my  wife  was  sick  most  of 
the  time.     I  attended  some  of  the  meetings. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  attending  a  meeting  at  Antioch  Church  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  I  went  over  there  with  my  cousin,  Mr.  Guy nes,  to  the  speakiDg 
there  that  day. 

Q.  Was  that  a  meeting  for  joint  discussion  ! — ^A.  Y'es,  sir;  it  was  so 
appointed. 

Q.  State  what  occurred  at  that  meeting,  if  anything. — A.  I  can  state 
a  good  deal;  I  cannot  remember  it  all.  I  went  over  there  with  Mr. 
Guynes.  They  were  to  meet  Mr.  Bridewell  and  Mr.  McXeil,  to  8i)eak. 
There  was  a  good  big  crowd  assembled  there,  but  Mr.  Bridewell  was  not 
there  on  account  of  sickness,  we  learned.  The  time  was  divided,  Mr. 
McNeil  spoke  twice,  and  Mr.  Rowan  and  Mr.  Guynes  once  apiece.  They 
were  Democrats  and  Independents. 

Q.  Which  were  Democratsand  which  were  Independents!— A.  Eowan 
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and  Gaynes  were  tbe  Democratic  caDdidates,  and  Bridewell  and  McNeil 
the  Independent  candidates,  for  representatives, 

Q.  How  many  Democrats  were  present  at  that  meeting! — A.  I  can- 
not say  |>ositiveIy ;  seven  or  eight. 

Q.  How  many  people  were  at  the  meeting  altogether  ! — A.  I  declare 
1  do  not  know.    There  must  have  been  one  hundred. 

Q.  Was  there  any  attempt  there  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  present  at  that  meeting  to  bulldoze  or  commit  outrages  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind  t— A.  I  do  not  know  what  the  term  bulldozing  means. 
I  will  tell  what  occurred  there.  These  gentlemen  spoke  as  the  appojnt- 
mentstated,andasagreedupon.  When  they  got  through,  the  Independent 
party  proposed  to  present  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ormon,  contrary  to  the 
rule.  Mr.  Ormon,  1  believe,  was  a  lawyer.  We  objected;  we  said  it  was 
violating  the  rule  and  that  we  were  there  in  a  small  minority  at  this 
meeting  and  we  did  not  think  they  ought  to  impose  on  us.  I  saw  that 
they  insisted  very  strongly  and  I  told  my  other  friends  there,  I  said : 
^^Boys  let  Ormon  speak  as  much  as  he  wants  to;  I  don't  think  it  will 
amount  to  much  any  way.''  Mr.  Ormon  got  up  and  I  and  Mr.  Allen  and 
others  laid  down  in  front  to  listen  to  him  speak.  His  remarks  were 
very  abrupt  and  insulting  towards  the  Democratic  party.  I  did  not 
say  anything;  I  told  the  boys  to  keep  quiet.  I  said  just  let  Ormon  alone; 
I  do  not  think  he  can  hurt  anybody.  There  was  an  old  colored  man  there, 
aiid  every  time  any  thing  was  said  to  please  him  he  would  jump  up  and 
hollow  and  get  up  so  that  we  could  not  hear  the  speaker.  A  gentleman 
asked  him  to  sit  down  and  hush.  He  said,  "  I  want  you  to  sit  down  and 
shut  your  mouth  so  that  I  can  hear  the  speech."  That  seemed  to  enrage 
Kome  of  those  men,  and  they  arose  and  walked  backwards  on  the  hill,  and 
commenced  cursing  and  abusing  us  that  were  there,  and  said  that  if  we 
wanted  anything  out  of  them  they  were  preparea  for  us;  that  if  we 
had  come  there  for  any  difficulty  they  had  come  prepared.  I  got  up 
from  where  I  w^s  lying  down  and  walked  baek.  Mr.  Dunbar,  the  consta- 
ble, was  there  and  he  told  them  to  hush,  that  nothing  wrong  was  in- 
tended. I  said  to  them :  "Gentlemen,  we  do  not  come  here  for  a  difficulty, 
and  do  not  want  it."  But  they  went  on  and  used  bad  language  for  some 
time,  but  I  and  Mr.  Dunbar  together  got  them  to  hush.  That  was  about 
all  that  occurred  there  that  I  remember,  except  that  two  of  the  Mr.  Al- 
iens, one  an  Independent  and  the  other  a  Democrat,  wanted  to  have  a 
friendly  talk — they  were  brothers — but  Mr.  Bufkin  interfered  and  in- 
sulted the  Independent  Mr.  Allen  very  much.  We  got  that  quieted, 
though,  ^nd  I  think  then  the  Democrats  all  left  except  myself  and  Dr. 
fiowan.  We  were  standing  talking  when  Mr.  Allen  walked  up — Mr. 
Dunbar,  Mr.  Kowan,  and  myself  were  talking — and  he  went  on  and 
abused  us  a  good  deal,  and  said  the  Democratic  party  was  composed  of 
nothing  but  deserters  and  Confederate  soldiers ;  was  made  up  of  that 
kind  of  men,  and  a  great  many  other  insulting  remarks,  to  which  I 
made  no  reply,  only  that  I  said  I  was  a  Confederate  soldier  and  never 
deserted  and  did  not  desire  any  difficulty  with  him  or  anybody  else.  I 
think  that  was  about  all  that  occurred  there  that  day.  There  was  no- 
body hurt 

Q.  How  about  a  meetingat  GofiTs  Store;  was  there  any  trouble  there  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  If  my  memory  serves  me  right  it  was  about  two  weeks 
before  the  election.  We  were  having  club  meetings  all  over  the  county. 
I  think  both  parties  were.  There  was  to  be  be  a  joint  discussion  that 
day  somewhere  beyond  there  by  those  public  speakers.  We  knew  noth- 
ing of  any  meeting  at  Goft"'s  Store  until  evening,  when  there  came  a  man 
ov«jr  to  our  club  meeting  and  said  there  was  to  be  a  public  speaking  at 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


408  ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTBAGES  IK  MISSISSIFPL 

QoPs  Store.  I  think  seven  of  ns  had  assembled  at  Ferguson's  precinct, 
where  I  vote.  That  was  contrary  to  the  agreement,  and  so  nnnsual^  that 
we  coucladed  we  had  better  go  over  and  see  what  was  going  on.  It 
was  about  4  miles  off.  We  went  over,  and  when  we  rode  np  Mr.  J.  P. 
Matthews  was  speaking  to  a  considerable  crowd  of  colored  and  white 
men.  He  was  abont  closing  his  remarks.  I  was  standing  close  by  his 
1>UK^9  and  I  do  not  know  whether  the  man  was  excited  by  his  speech 
or  whether  it  made  him  mad  to  see  as  come,  but  he  seemed  to  be  oat 
of  haraor.  He  spoke  to  me  as  usual,  and  said,  ^^Middleton  you  Dcfmo- 
crat«  have  pas^icd  some  mighty  bad  laws  in  Mississippi."  I  said  *^  Why, 
what  about  itf  He  said,  "Your  merchants  are  all  a  stealing."  I  said, 
*  Oh,  no,  I  thiuk  not;  I  think  we  have  some  clever,  gentlemanly  mer- 
chants iu  Mississippi,  in  Copiah  County."  He  said,  ^^  They  are  all  steal- 
ing, and  me  with  them,  and  you  Democrats  have  passed  the  law  for  us 
to  do  it,"  and  he  sort  of  laughed,  and  so  did  I.  And  a  young  man  stand- 
ing by,  said  he  would  tell  him  worse  than  that,  and  u^d  an  oadi. 
I  said,  ^'No,  I  do  not  propose  to  swear,  and  I  do  not  want  any  hard 
feeling  with  Mr.  Matthews.'^  Then  Mr.  Matthews  drove  off  in  his  bnggy 
to  Mr.  Goff^s,  I  thiuk,  as  I  learned  afterwards.  While  he  was  gone,  we 
were  standing  around  talking,  as  men  do  atpolitical  meetings,  and  one 
of  my  sons  and  several  boys  were  standing  there  and  he  said,  "  We  has^e 
decided  by  a  vote  at  Brown's  store,  that  there  shall  not  be  any  incen- 
diary speeches  made  by  anybody." 

Q.  Who  said  that  ? — A.  My  son.  At  that  remark,  this  Mr.  J.  W. 
Dunbar  seemed  offended,  and  pulled  off  his  hat  and  swore  around 
and  said  that  he  intended  to  see  that  Mr.  Matthews  took  a  crowd 
of  colored  people  to  Ferguson's  precinct  to  say  what  they  pleased, 
and  would  bring  them  to  my  gate  and  make  them  speak  what  they 
pleased.  I  said  to  him  that  nobody  said  anything  about  that  or  cares 
anything  about  it  at  all,  and  my  son  wanted  to  explain  to  him  that 
he  did  not  live  in  that  vicinity,  but  he  would  not  listen  to  him.  He 
kept  on  with  his  insulting  abuse  until  he  got  into  a  crowd  abont 
twenty  steps  fh)m  me,  and  he  tackled  a  man  there.  He  ran  foul  of 
a  man  named  Bell  out  there,  and  they  got  into  a  little  fight  and 
scratched  around  a  little,  but  they  soon  separated  them.  At^ut  that 
time  I  walked  on  to  Goflfs  store,'and  on  the  gallery  standing  there  were 
a  crowd  of  gentlemen,  and  Mr.  Matthews  drove  up  and  spoke,  him  and 
his  lady.  Mr.  Millsaps  was  present  and  walked  out  and  shook  hands 
with  Mrs.  Matthews.  I  am  trying  to  tell  you  how  the  thing  came  up. 
He  asked  her  why  she  treated  him  so  coolly.  He  said,  **  We^are  rela- 
tives, and  I  do  not  want  it  to  be  the  case."  She  remarked  that  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and  laughed  at  him,  and  he  said,  ^^  Well,  that  isn't  any  dif- 
ference with  us."  At  that  Mr.  Matthews  commenced  his  remarks  to  me, 
Mr.  Millsaps,  and  Mr.  Davis  in  about  these  terms.  He  says:  "You 
Democrats,"  looking  right  at  me,  "are  midnight  assassinators."  I  said, 
"Mr.  Matthews,  I  think  not;  I  do  not  think  we  are."  He  says,  "  Yonr 
papers  advocate  it,  and  you  back  it,  or  support  it."  I  said,  "  I  thiuk 
not."  About  that  time  Mr.  Davis  told  me  to  hush  and  not  have  any 
difficulty.  I  said  I  did  not  come  there  for  that  purpose.  He  further 
remarked  that  any  man  who  was  not  an  Independent  in  Copiah  CouDty 
was  a  midnight  assassinator.  There  were  men  there  that  day  with 
arms. 

Q.  What  class  of  men,  what  party  I — ^A.  What  arms  I  saw  in  the 
hands  of  any  men  were  in  the  hands  of  some  colored  men. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  before  the  election  ! — ^A.  Two  or  three  weeks 
before  the  election. 
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Q.  Mr.  DaDbar  was  the  constable  of  that  beat  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  An  Independent  t — A.  Yes,  sir.    There  was  a  pistol  drawn  that 
day,  80  I  was  informed,  but  I  didn't  see  it.    I  was  informed  it  was  done 
by  Mr.  Frank  Buf  kin,  who  was  then  supervisor. 

Q.  And  Independent  candidate  for  re  election,  was  he  not! — A.  Yes, 
sir.  He  drew  a  pistol  on  a  gentleman  there  that  day ;  mixed  up  in  that 
diflBculty.  I  did  not  see  it.  I  was  informed  then  that  while  this  con- 
versation was  going  on  between  Mr.  Matthews,  myself,  and  Mr.  Millsai)s, 
there  was  a  colored  man  standing  to  my  left  on  the  gallery.  I  did  not 
see  him.  I  was  told  that  he  stood  there  with  a  double-baneled  gun 
lifted  in  thispnosition  [indicating],  with  one  thumb  on  the  hammer.  While 
the  conversation  was  On  I  noticed  my  son  and  Has  Matthews  standing 
oot  in  front  of  me,  and  I  noticed  my  son  walk  up  on  the  gallery  and 
walk  around.  After  we  left  there  he  said,  "  Pa,  I  am  mighty  glad  you 
hushed ;  there  was  a  negro  s.tanding  with  his  gun  up  that  away,  with 
his  thumb  on  the  hammer ;  I  walked  up  there  to  watch  him ;  I  was  sat- 
isfied if  you  had  used  any  harsh  words  you  were  going  to  be  shot."  I 
said,  "  What  did  you  intend  to  do  f^  He  said,  '*  I  had  a  gooil  Smith  & 
Wesson  in  my  pocket,  and  if  he  had  pulled  back  the  hammer  I  intended 
to  save  your  life." 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Matthews  make  any  speeches  in  that  canvass  f — 
A.  I  beard  him  make  one. 

Q.  What  was  the  tone  and  temx>er  of  that  speech  f — A.  That  wa«  the 
second  si>eech  made  in  Hazlehnrst  after  the  campaign  opened.  It  was 
made  in  the  discussion  between  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Matthews.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  was  anything  in  it  particularly.  Many  people  went 
to  Hazlehnrst  that  day  to  ask — as  there  had  been  insults  oifered  by  both 
parties  before  in  discussions — we  went  there  to  ask  them  to  divide  time 
and  discuss  the  thing  fairly  and  friendly,  and  it  was  agreed  to.  On  that 
day  Mr.  Matthews  did  not  make  a  speech  which  was  out  of  the  way  par- 
ticularly. He  abused  the  Democratic  party  a  good  deal,  but  we  were 
used  to  that 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis,  or  the  causes 
which  led  to  it? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge.  Wallis  was 
killed  about  4^  miles  fix)m  where  I  lived. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  causes  which  were  generally  assigned  by  the 
community  or  any  portion  of  it! — A.  It  is  believed  by  many  men  in 
that  country  that  some  man  went  there  hunting  his  son.  There  was 
one  man  at  the  coroner's  inquest,  and  he  said  that  from  what  his  son 
stated  he  was  satisfied  there  was  a  company  of  men  there  hunting  him, 
and  when  they  got  down  they  asked  for  him,  and  a  light  occurred  in  the 
hoose,  a  gun  was  fired,  and  the  father  was  killed.  It  is  believed  that 
some  one  went  there  for  him,  and  this  old  man  made  a  fight  and  was 
killed. 

Q.  What  did  they  go  after  the  son  fori — A.  Well,  he  was  a  sort  of 
bad  character.  One  of  the  Matthewses  here  knows  that  his  boys  were 
all  bad  men ;  he  had  worked  them  on  his  contract  farm.  It  is  believed 
by  some  that  he  was  killed  on  account  of  something  else. 

Q.  Is  it  believed  by  anybody  or  by  many  people  that  he  was  killed 
for  political  causes  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  anybody  who  believes  it.  I 
do  not  believe  politics  had  anything  to  do  with  it  in  the  world.  I  know 
my  neighbors  did  not  believe  that  politics  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
killiug  of  Tom  Wallis.    Tom  was  a  quiet  old  man  himself. 

Q.  He  did  not  take  much  part  in  politics  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  made  himself  oftensive  in  politics  to  anybody  f — ^A.  I  never 
beard  of  anything.    If  that  be  the  case  there  was  a  good  many  who  were 
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killed.  There  was  one  killed  near  me  a  few  weeks  ago— a  Democratic 
colored  man — a  very  influential  one. 

Q.  But  not  from  political  causes! — A.  I  do  not  think  so.  He  was 
assusinated  on  the  road-side  in  broad  open  daytime. 

Q.  The  opinion  is  it  was  done  by  some  private  enemy  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  a  Democratic  colored  man? — A.  Yes,  sir;  his  name  was 
Kin  Harrison. 

By  Mr.  Oameeon: 
Q.  That  was  since  the  election ! — A. -Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  politics 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  killing  of  any  of  these  colored  people.  I 
want  to  give  my  opinion  on  the  killing  of  a  good  many  of  the  colored 
people  in  our  county.  They  shoot  one  another,  fight  one  another,  and 
cut  one  another  a  great  deal  about  their  women.  I  am  satisfied  that  Kiu 
Harrison  was  killed,  but  we  could  nob  prove  it  (we  investigated  it  two 
days),  that  he  was  killed  about  another  one's  wife,  but  we  could  not 
prove  it.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  their  catting  and  shooting  and  diffi- 
culties occur  just  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
Q.  You  think  a  woman  is  at  the  bottom  of  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
so;  I  am  satisfied  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  It  has  been  said  here  that  there  was  a  man  at  the  voting  place 
there  (I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  your  voting  place  or  not)  who  ha^l 
a  gun.    Do  you  know  that  man,  Mr.  Allred? — A.  \"es.  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  an  insane  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  so  thought  to  be.  He 
is  the  man  who  was  at  Tailholt  with  the  gun. 

Q.  It  was  said  that  he  was  at  that  voting  place  with  a  gun  on  the  day 
of  election  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  sDoiling  for  a  fight  that  day! — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  was 
not  there ;  I  did  not  vote  there. 

Q.  You  know  the  man,  do  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  regarded  as  a  crazy  man  in  the  neighborhood  ? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
he  is.  Thix^e  years  ago  this  spring  I  was  on  the  grand  jury  iu  Copiab 
County  and  he  was  presented  there  for  making  threats,  drawing  guns, 
&c.,  on  people,  to  be  indicted.  Being  acquainted  with  him  as  I  was  I 
told  the  grand  jur;^'  I  did  not  think  we  ought  to  indict  an  insane  man,  if 
we  did  it  would  not  amount  to  anything,  and  argued  the  ca»se  wich  them, 
and  we  did  not  find  a  criminal  bill  against  him,  but  found  a  bill  of  lunacy 
and  presented  it  to  the  court,  as  a  crazy  man,  proved  to  be  so  by  his 
neighbors. 

Q.  And  the  grand  jury  presented  him  t6  the  court  as  a  craay  man 
three  years  ago! — A.  Yes,  sir;  three  years  ago  this  spring.  The  coart 
ordered  him  to  the  lunatic  asylum,  but  his  wife,  brothers,  and  mother 
did  not  want  him  to  go.  They  said  they  could  control  him,  and  if  no- 
body would  bother  him  or  make  him  mad  there  was  no  danger.  K  they 
found  him  with  a  gun  he  would  not  hurt  anybody  unless  they  disturbed 
him.  He  was  peaceable  undistured,  but  if  you  disturbed  him  he  was 
dangerous. 

Q.  Has  he  from  that  time  up  been  regarded  as  a  crazy  man  in  the 
community  ?— A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  a^  I  know  he  is  regarded  so  by  his 
neighbors  and  aequaintances. 

Q.  Is  he  engaged  in  planting,  raising  com,  cotton,  &c.  f — A.  No,  sir; 
I  think  not.    Three  or  four  years  ago  I  was  creditably  informed  by  hii 
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wife  and  daughters  that  he  decided  one  time  that  he  was  Jesus  Christ 
and  lie  would  uot  work  for  me  or  anybody  else. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  man  who  is  held  up  here  as  bein^-  at  the  election 
tlireatening  to  shoot  ne£»Toes  and  wanting  to  murder  ? — A.  And  another 
thing  I  did  not  see,  but  1  was  reliably  informed,  that  he  was  at  a  ])ro- 
tracted  meeting  of  the  Methodist  church  last  summer  8  or  10  miles 
from  me,  an  experimental  meeting,  where  people  tell  their  religious 
troubles,  and  he  got  ui)  and  told  the  audience  and  preachers — they 
would  say  what  they  had  made  up  their  minds  to  do — and  Allred  said, 
'4  have  made  u})  my  mind  to  serve  the  devil,  and  I  am  damned  apt  to 
do  It."    He  said  that  right  there  in  the  church  house. 

Q.  The  witness  who  testitied  to  us  before  the  recess  that  he  was  not 
a  crazy  man,  either  did  uot  know  the  character  of  the  man  or  testitied 
to  that  which  is  not  true;  do  you  say  that  f — A.  Well,  he  was  quite  dif- 
ferent in  opinion  from  me  and  a  number  of  other  citizens  down  there 
who  know  the  man.  He  is  so' regarded  as  being  a  crazy  man  by  myself 
and  a  number  of  other  citizens.  Our  .physician,  who  has  attended  Mr. 
Allred  and  his  wife,  told  me  some  time  ago  that  he  was  afeared  of  him, 
and  dreaded  him,  and  he  has  seen  and  knows  all  about  him. 

By  Mr.  Cajvdbeon  : 
Q.  Is  this  crazy  man  allowed  to  run  at  large  in  that  community  ? — A. 
He  bas  been  so  allowed. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  been  confined  on  account  of  his  iiisanity! — A.  Not 
that  I  know  of.    It  has  been  advised  and  urged — 

Q.  Just  answer  my  question,  please.  I  ask  if  he  has  ever  been  con- 
tinted  on  account  of  his  insanity! — A.  I  say  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  he  had  been  confined  for  that  reason  f — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  insane,  if  he  is  insane  at  all  ? — A.  To  my 
recollection  three  or  four  years;  four  years,  I  think;  nmy  be  longer. 
There  are  gentlemen  here  who  live  nearer  to  him  than  I  d(f,  and  know 
more  about  him  than  I  do. 

Q.  Is  it  usual  to  allow  insane  men  to  run  at  large  with  guns  in  your 
neighborhood  i — A.  No,  sir;  we  do  not  have  any  in  my  neighborhood ; 
this  raan  does  not  live  in  my  immediate  neighborhood. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  some  difficulty  that  occurred  at  Goff's  store 
at  the  time  that  Mr.  Dunbar  was  present,  I  believe  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
spoke  of  that. 

Q.  Who,  if  any  one,  was  hurt  on  that  occasion  ! — A.  Mr.  Dunbar  was 
hurt  some. 

Q.  Washetheonly  one  who  was  hurt? — A.  Idon't  remember  whether 
Mr.  Bell  was  hurt  or  not.  I  suT)pose  he  was  hurt  a  little.  They  fought. 
Q.  Bell  and  Dunbar  were  hurt  a  little  I — A.  Yes,  sir.  Now,  I  did  not 
see  the  lick.  I  was  told  that  Bell  struck  at  Dunbar  with  a  wide  piece 
of  sand-rock,  which  we  have  in  our  country,  and  he  dodged,  but  it 
struck  hira  on  the  back  of  the  head. 

Q.  Bell  was  a  Democrat  and  Dunbar  an  Independent ;  is  that  so  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Which  of  them  was  the  more  severely  hurt  f — A.  I  could  not  say. 
Q.  Have  you  any  information  about  that  I— A.  The  only  hurt  that  I 
saw  about  either  man  was  merely  some  scratches. 

Q.  On  which  of  them  did  you  see  scratches  ? — A.  I  saw  some  on  both 
of  them.     I  did  uot  remain  there  but  a  short  time. 

Q.  Yon  state  that  you  heard  one  of  J.  P.  Matthews's  speeches  during 
the  campaign  ? — A.  Y^es,  sir ;  one  of  them. 
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Q.  Was  there  anything  objectionable  in  that  speech  t  K  so  what 
was  it  Y — A.  Nothing  more  than  I  have  stated ;  that  it  was  pretty  severe 
on  the  Democrats.    I  could  not  repeat  his  langaage. 

Q.  Have  yoa  ever  heard  Democrats  make  speeches  when  they  were 
severe  on  the  Bepablicans  T — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  more  than  ordinarily  severe  t — A.  Well,  I  declare  I  could 
not  answer  whether  he  was  more  than  ordinarily  severe  or  not. 

Q.  Was  he  more  severe  than  political  speakers  generally  are  f— A. 
He  made  some  remarks  in  that  speech — as  I  stated  it  was  nothing  in 
particular  only  pretty  severe  on  the  Democrats.  I  do  not  remember 
the  few  remarks  that  he  made  that  were  powerfully  objectionable.  He 
seemed  to  allege  all  the  errors  that  had  been  committed  for  a  number 
of  years  to  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  in  that  speech  for  which  in  your  opinion  he 
ought  to  have  been  killed  f — A.  Oh,  no,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  a  political  meeting  atGofTs  store  on  the  Saturday 
following,  the  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Dunbar  was  present  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  spoke  at  that  meetingt — A.  Mr.  Gnynes  and  Mr.  Bowan. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  armed  men  there  that  day  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many,  in  your  opinion  t — ^A.  I  declare  I  could  not  say  posi- 
tively how  many  there  were. 

Q.  Give  us  your  best  judgment  about  it— A.  I  could  not  tell  you 
really.  I  do  not  think  there  was  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  or  twenty 
or  thirty  maybe  that  had  guns. 

Q.  What  arms,  if  any,  did  the  others  have  f — A.  They  must  have  had 
a  good  many  pistols.  I  started  off  ahead  of  the  crowd  some,  and  there 
were  a  good  many  pistols  fired  in  each  direction. 

Q.  Was  that  a  Democratic  meeting f — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  ap- 
pointed as  a  Democratic  speaking. 

Q.  It  was  a  Democratic  meeting,  was  it  not! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  you 
might  call  it  a  Democratic  meeting,  although  we  notified  the  people 
that  Gujmes  and  Bowan  were  to  be  present  and  speak. 

Q.  How  many  were  present  at  that  meeting  in  all,  according  to  your 
best  judgment? — A.  That  is  a  hard  question  to  answer;  I  did  nol 
count  them.    May  be  there  were  a  hundred  in  all. 

Q.  And  thirty  to  forty  had  guns,  and  they  must  have  had  a  great 
many  pistols  also  Y — ^A.  They  had  some  pistols. 

Q.  Were  you  armed  yourself! — A.  Well,  I  carried  a  gun  over  that 
morning;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  gun  did  you  have  t — A.  It  was  a  rifle  and  shot-gun. 

Q.  Did  you  have  ammunition  ! — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  have  any  am- 
munition. 

Q.  Was  it  loaded  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  loaded  with  t — A.  I  think  the  shot-gun  had  sqoirrel- 
shot  in  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Do  you  mean  you  had  a  gun  with  two  barrels,  or  two  gunst— 
A.  A  rifie  and  a  shot-gun — one  gun. 

By  Mr.  Oameboni 

Q.  Did  you  go  there  on  horseback  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  reside  from  (Joff's  store  ? — ^A.  About  4  miles,  I 
reckon. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Democratic  club  of  your  neighbor- 
hood t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  many  members  did  the  club  have  at  that  time  f — A.  I  do  not 
remember;  not  many. 

Q.  You  know  about  how  many  f — A.  I  do  not  at  that  time,  because 
tbej  had  just  commenced  to  organize  the  club  and  they  had  not  all  come 
in.    I  think  there  was  about  twenty  at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  the  club  meet  before  that  meeting  and  resolve  or  agree  in  any 
way  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Saturday  at  GofiTs  store  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
did  not  know  that  meeting  would  be  there.  As  I  stated,  that  was 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  publication.  We  did  not  know  that  meet- 
ing was  going  to  be  there  until  that  evening. 

Q.  Until  Saturday  evening  t — ^A.  I  say  evening,  but  it  was  about  1 
rfclock  may  be  when  we  heanl  it. 

Q.  After  that  did  the  members  of  your  club  conclude  to  attend  the 
meeting  or  not  t — A.  Well^  we  heard  it  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  We 
h^d  not  heard  of  the  meeting  until  that  evening. 

Q.  You  heard  of  it  in  time  to  go  there  t 

The  Witness.  You  mean  the  meeting  where  Matthews  spoke  t 

Mr.  Gabiebon.  No,  no,  I  do  not  mean  that ;  I  mean  the  one  that  yon 
attended  with  a  gun. 

A  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was  any  resolve  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind  made  by  the  club. 

Q.  flow  many  of  your  club  attended  that  meeting  t — A.  I  declare  I 
don't  remember  how  many  of  our  club  attended.  You  call  it  my  club ; 
it  was  not  mine. 

Q.  I  mean  the  Democratic  club  organized  in  your  neighborhood  t — A. 
Twenty,  may  be,  twenty  pr  thirty. 

Q.  I  thought  you  just  stated  there  were  only  about  twenty  mem- 
here! — A.  I  thought  you  were  speaking  of  the  Saturday  that  we  went 
off  to  go  over  to  the  other.  You  and  I  have  got  the  time  on  different 
Saturdays.  The  Saturday  we  went  off  to  go  over  there  we  had  only 
twenty  members  then.    That  was  the  time  when  Mr.  Danbar  wa^  there. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  of  that  now  t — A.  Well,  I  suppose  of  the  Fergu- 
son's club,  the  day  that  Gujmes  and  Rowan  spoke  there,  there  must  have 
been  about  thirty. 

Q.  Had  the  club  been  requested  or  notified  to  attend  that  meeting  by 
the  Democratic  authorities? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  members  of  that  club  go  there  armed  t — A.  Some  of  them 
did. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  them  did  t — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  what  pro- 
portion of  them,  and  those  that  had  pistols  I  could  not  say  who  they 
were  because  I  did  not  see  the  pistols. 

Q.  How  many  of  that  club  carried  guns  there,  according  to  the  best  ot 
your  recollection.  About  thirty  of  the  club  went,  you  say  t — A.  I  will 
put  it  at  that;  I  will  not  say  positively. 

Q.  Did  they  all  go  on  horseback,  as  near  as  you  remember  f — A.  Yes, 
sir:  I  think  they  did. 

Q.  Did  you  go  in  company  with  themt — A.  Some  of  the  boys  went 
along  as  I  did,  and  some  did  not. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  t — A.  I  could  not  say ;  I  suppose  ten  or  twelve. 

Q.  Were  the  ten  or  twelve  who  accompanied  you  armed  with  guns 
or  nott— A.  There  were  two  young  men  from  Jefferson  County,  I  can't 
remember  their  names  now,  that  had  guns  along. 

Q.  Were  they  members  of  that  club! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  1  ask  you  how  many  members  of  that  club. — A.  I  will  say  three 
or  four  had  guns. 

Q.  What  did  you  carry  your  gun  for  t — A.  For  different  purposes. 
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One  was,  I  had  got  news  a  few  days  before  that — there  were  general  rn- 
niors  afloat  that  if  we  went  over  there,  if  Gnynes  and  Bowan  spoke 
they  would  be  taken  oflF  the  Btand ;  that  they  should  not  speak. 

Q.  And  you  went  over  with  your  gun  prepared  to  defend  them !— A. 
I  told  the  boys  when  we  started  that  I  did  not  believe  a  word  of  it,  but 
that  we  would  go  over  and  see. 

Q.  You  did  not  believe  those  rumors t — A.  No,  sir;  I  eonld  not  see 
why  they  wished  such  a  thing.  I  rode  over  to  Gofi  's  store  and  sat  my 
gun  down  and  went  about  with  the  crowd. 

Q.  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  take  the  speakers  from  the  stand?— 
A.  No,  sir;  everything  was  perfectly  peaceable  and  friendly.  After 
the  gentlemen  got  through  we  invited  any  Independent  or  Eepoblican 
speaker  to  reply,  and  they  called  on  J.  W.  Dunbar  then,  some  of  the 
boys  did,  and  he  declined,  and  some  of  the  crowd  off  a  piece  made  some 
kind  of  insulting  remark — I  heard  it — about  Mr.  Dunbar,  and  I  walked 
straight  away  to  them,  and  I  said,  '*  Who  was  that  spoke  here  t**  and 
they  laughed,  and  I  said,  **  Boys,  you  shall  not  do  that ;  there  mast  be 
no  fuss  raised  here  at  all.  These  other  men  are  in  the  minority,  as  we 
have  been,  and  so  far  a«  I  am  concerned  you  shall  not  insult  one  of 
them  now.    I  did  not  come  here  for  a  difficulty.'' 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Dunbar,  who  was  invited  by  the  Democrats  to  speak, 
the  same  Mr.  Dunbar  who  had  been  struck  on  the  head  with  a  rock  a 
short  time  before  ! — A.  Yes,  sir :  he  was  the  one  who  had  a  fight  with 
Bell. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  other  political  meetings  at  any  other  time 
during  the  campaign  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  attend  the  next  onet — A.  Tins  time  we  are  speak- 
ing of  now,  was  drawing  towards  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  political  meeting  after  the  Democratic  meet- 
ing you  attended  at  Goff's  store  when  you  went  there  with  your  gun  t— 
A.  I  believe  that  was  the  last  one  I  went  to. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  whether  it  was  or  nott 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  the  joint  discussions  t 

Mr.  Cameron.  1  mean  joint  discussions  and  others. 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  was  the  last  one. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  other  jwlitical  meeting  after  that  before  the 
election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  up  to  Hazlehurst  to  hear  Major  Barks- 
dale  speak. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  a  gun  or  pistol  with  you  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  your  gun  to  any  other  meeting  except  the  one  you 
have  mentioned  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Hazlehurst  in  company  with  the  armed  crowd  of 
men  on  Monday  f — A.  1  did  not. 

Q.  Were  you  not  with  them  f — A.  I  was  in  town  that  day. 

Q.  Did  you  not  go  there  that  day  with  this  mob,  ns  we  call  it?— A. 
No,  sir.  I  got  in  my  bugg>'  that  morning  and  drove  on  into  town  an 
hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  before  these  men  came  in ;  Mr.  Millsaps 
will  tell  you  so ;  I  met  him  coming  out  of  town.  Some  gentlemen  hax'e 
supposed  I  was  with  them,  which  they  might  have  reasonably  8npi)oseil, 
for  1  was  in  town.  Mr.  Matthews  said  I  was  with  them,  and  bad  a  rigbt 
to  sui)pose  it ;  but  I  went  in  ahead  of  them :- 1  did  not  go  in  with  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  A.  B.  Middleton  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  my  son. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  accompanied  that  armed  body  of  men 
through  the  county  to  any  extent  ? — A.  He  came  in  with  them  that  day. 

Q.  Mr.  Hoar  wants  to  know  where  your  gun  was  when  you  went  into 
town  without  it  that  day  f — ^A.  It  was  at  home. 
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Q.  Nol>ody  hiuX  it  ? — A.  No,  sir  ;  not  that  T  know  of;  if  they  had  it 
they  had  it  unbeknowing  lo  me. 

Q.  How  long  was  your  son  with  that  body  of  men  ? — A.  I  conld  not 
tell  yon.  While  this  riding  and  shooting  was  going  on  a  great  deal  of 
the  time  my  wife  was  sick,  and  I  was  closely  confined  at  home,  and  I 
would  like  to  state,  with  the  permission  of  the  committee,  why  1  went  to 
town  that  day. 

Q.  But,  first,  I  am  trying  to  ascertain  how  loog  yonr  son  rode  the 
connty  with  that  armed  body  Of  men  f — A.  I  could  not  answer,  because 
I  do  not  know.  They  were  grown  men  and  a  1  attending  to  their  own 
business. 

Q.  Does  your  son  live  with  yon  ! — A.  No,  sir ;  not  now. 

Q.  Did  he  at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir  ;  my  house  was  his  home  then. 

Q.  Now  can  you  tell  how  long  he  was  with  that  armed  mob  f — A.  No, 
sir;  I  cannot ;  as  I  stated,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  inquired  of  him  t — A.  No,  sir;  they  were  all  off  at 
these  iK>litical  meetings,  as  they  called  them.  Well,  I  remember  one  time 
distinctly  that  he  was  along,  and  I  remember  one  time  distinctly  when 
be  was  along  when  they  were  to  have  these  speakings. 

Q.  Did  he  usually  carry  a  gun  with  him  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  caiTy  it  with  him  .when  with  that  armed  body  of 
men  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  ever  seeing  him  carry  a  gun. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  talked  with  him  about  it  since  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  have  you  learned  about  it  from  him  ! — A.  The  first  day 
they  started  out  when  I  remember  that  he  was  not  along;  1  remember 
that  he  was  at  home  sick. 

Q.  Is  your  son  present  here! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  been  subpoenaed  as  a  witness 
here!— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  How  far  from  you  does  he  reside  now  t — A.  About  2J  miles. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  after  you  were  subpoenaed  before  coming  here? — 
A.  1  do  not  believe  I  did.  I  thought  at  first  I  did,  as  he  comes  to  my 
house  every  day  or  two,  but  I  do  not  think  he  came  after  I  received  the 
subpcena. 

Q.  Can  you  mention  the  names  of  any  of  that  armed  bo<ly  of  men  who 
went  to  Hazlehurst  pn  Monday  besides  your  son  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can 
mention  the  names  of  some. 

Q.  Mention  as  many  asyou  can  remember. — A.  There  was  some  young 
men  named  Higdon,  who  were  along,  and  Mr.  Allen — I  can't  remember 
the  names  of  them.  They  were  just  young  men  from  different  portions 
ot  the  country.  There  was  a  Mr.  Davis.  Now,  I  might  state  some  who 
were  not  along  with  them.  Mr.  Granberry  and  Mr.  Watson  were  along 
with  them  sometimes,  but  I  might  state  some  who  were  not  along  with 
them. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  time  you  were  with  the  crowd  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  the 
day  I  went  up  to  the  store.  After  they  got  riding  around  wiih  the  can- 
non I  was  not  with  them  any  more. 

Q.  Who  was  president  or  chairman  of  the  Democratic  club  in  your 
neighborhood f — A.  At  Ferguson's!    Mr.  Frank  Da\is. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  that  club  adoi)ted  a  resolution  to  attend 
the  political  meetings  armed  f — A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  such  a  reso- 
lution. 

Q.  You  remember  whether  or  not  you  were  present  when  any  such 
resolution  was  adopted  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I  was;  but,  as  I  have  stated, 
there  was  a  heap  of  club  meetings  and  others  that  I  could  not  attend 
op  account  of  the  sickness  of  my  wife. 
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Q.  Was  John  Decoll  a  member  of  the  same  club  that  you  were!— A, 
[  think  so ;  I  would  not  say  now  that  he  put  his  name  down. 

Q.  Did  yon  suggest  to  Mr.  Decell  that  the  club  shoald  arm  itself,  and 
did  Decell  say  that  he  would  not  consent  to  it  unless  they  got  regular 
Army  guns,  or  anything  to  that  effect  f — A.  I  do  not  think  I  did;  I 
have  no  recollection  of  making  any  such  suggestion,  and  do  not  think 
I  ever  did :  I  know  I  never  di^  speak  to  him  about  being  armed ;  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  used  any  such  language  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  to  any  one  that  the  club  arm  itself  T — A.  l^o,»r. 

Q.  Did  you  not  suggest  that  they  go  armed  to  (he  Democratic  meet- 
ing on  Saturday  to  Goff's  store  when  you  heard  that  the  Democratic 
speakers  were  to  be  taken  from  the  stand  t — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  presi- 
dent of  the  club.  The  suggestion  had  been  made  that  as  we  had  be^ 
threatened,  if  we  went  at  aU  we  had  betterigo  prepared ;  that  we  might 
get  into  a  scrape. 

Q.  Who  made  that  suggestion  t — A.  I  really  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  not  make  it  yourself! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  acted  upon  it,  however,  and  went  there  armed  t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
£  went  there. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  Is  the  son  whom  you  say  was  with  you  at  the  time  you  were  on 
the  gallery  at  the  store  and  said  that  the  colored  man  had  a  gun,  the 
same  son  you  have  been  speaking  of  lately,  or  another  onef — ^A.  No, 
sir :  that  is  another  one. 

Q.  He  lives  in  another  part  of  the  county  t — ^A.  He  did  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  t — A.  J.  D.  Middleton. 

Q.  Did  he  ride  about  with  these  men  at  all  Y — A.  Not  that  I  know  oil 

Q.  Did  you  ride  about  with  them  at  night  at  all  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  your  son,  the  one  who  lived  at  your  house  T — ^A.  He  rode  with 
them  twice. 

Q.  He  did  some  night  riding,  did  he  not  t — A.  He  was  gone  from 
home.    I  could  not  say  positively  that  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  approve  of  the  performance  of  riding  about  at  night  and 
firing  guns  about  the  colored  people's  houses  t — A.  No- sir. 

Q.  Did  you  express  your  disapi)robation  at  any  club  meeting  T— A 
I  asked  a  while  ago  the  privilege  of  making  a  statement  about  those 
things. 

Q.  State  it  now. — A.  My  advice  was  as  to  this  political  enthusiasm, 
to  hurt  nobody,  and  I  advised  the  boys  not  to  hurt  one  another;  I  was 
afeard  they  would  get  into  difficulty  among  themselves.  My  reason  for 
going  to  Hazlehurst  that  day  was,  that  there  was  great  excitement  all 
through  the  whole  country,  and  there  had  been  threats  made;  we  had 
heard  reliably  that  there  was  coming  a  body  of  armed  men  from  Hazle- 
hurst to  kill  us,  that  they  were  coming  there  to  kill  us.  I  received  the 
news  way  in  the  night,  and  I  did  not  give  it  but  very  littte  attention.  I 
told  my  folks  about  it,  but  I  did  not  think  there  was  anything  in  it  The 
excitement  was  so  severe  that  I  heard  that  the  men  or  boys,  or  whatever 
they  call  themselves,  were  going  to  town  the  next  day,  and  I  went  ahead 
of  them. 

Q.  Did  they  say  they  were  going  to  carry  the  war  into  Africa  t— A.  Na 
sir ;  there  was  nothing  said  about  war,  that  I  remember ;  but  I  said  I 
wanted  to  go  ahead  of  them  to  tell  the  i)eople  that  the  boys  did  not  in- 
tend to  hurt  anybody.  The  news  had  come  that  there  were  seventy-five 
men  coming  out  there  to  kill  these  kangaroos,  as  they  called  them. 
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Q.  Who  did  they  call  that  f^ A.  The  men  who  were  speaking  down 
there  and  shooting. 

Q.  Which  side,  your  side  or  the  other  side  f — A.  Thete  were  some  of 
both  sides. 

Q.  To  what  class  of  persons  did  that  word  apply! — A.  I  say  it  ap- 
phed  to  those  men  who  were  riding  aroand  and  shooting,  some  called 
them  kangaroos.  I  got  in  my  baggy  and  went  on  ahead  of  them,  an 
boar  and  a  half  or  two  hoars  ahea^,  to  tell  the  people  what  1  had  heard. 
The  citizens  of  Hazlehorst  seemed  to  be  glad  to  see  me  come  in ,  and  asked 
me  if  anybody  was  going  to  hart  anybody.  I  told  them  there  was  not 
a  particle  of  danger  of  anybody  being  hart,  that  the  boys  were  getting 
ap  euthasiasm .  bat  I  was  sare  they  woald  hart  nobody  anless  somebody 
attempted  to  hart  them.  Mr.  Bridger  told  me  there  was  an  armed  body 
of  men  going  to  attack  these  men  that  were  going  around,  fle  said 
that  was  the  news  that  had  come  in. 

Q.  You  went  in  ahead.  Have  you  finished  the  explanation  yen 
wished  to  makef — ^A.  I  went  in  to  tell  the  people  that  I  did  not  think 
anybody  would  be  hurt ;  that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  hurt  any- 
body. 

Q.  The  news  came  out  that  some  of  the  Hazlehurst  people  were  go- 
ing to  come  out  into  your  neighborhood  and  attack  some  of  your  peo- 
ple!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Thereupon  your  boys  did  not  stay  at  home  to  defend  your  people, 
bat  mounted  and  went  into  town,  and  you  went  iu  ahead  of  them  in  your 
baegy  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  say  anything  about  going  to  Print  Matthews's house! — 
A.  I  never  heard  it.    I  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  coming  out  to  tell  those  boys  that 
Mr.  Matthews's  daughter  was  sick  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  done  about  that ! — A.  When  the  boys  came  into  the 
town  and  fired  their  cannon  on  this  side  of  town  and  halted  around 
there  a  good  deal — I  do  not  think  there  was  any  other  shooting  but  the 
cannon — I  went  to  them  and  told  them  they  must  not  cross  the  railroad 
with  their  guns.  They  asked  me  why.  I  said  I  am  told  that  Mr.  Mat- 
Uiews's  daughter  is  very  sick,  and  they  want  no  disturbances  on  that  k  de 
of  town,  and  Mr.  Davis's  wife  is  sick,  and  I  understand  the  old  gen- 
tleman, Matthews,  is  in  feeble  health,  and  I  do  not  want  any  dint  arbauee 
over  there. 

Q.  You  say  that  your  son  said  that  they  were  not  going  to  allow  any 
incendiary  speeches — ^your  son  that  came  from  the  other  part  of  the 
county,  did  you  say  that! — A.  I  commenced  to  say  that  they  had  agi^eed 
not  to  allow  either  party  to  abuse  each  other. 

Q.  Who  had  agreed! — A.  The  club,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Who  was  to  judge  whether  the  speech  was  ]>eaceful  or  incendi- 
ary!— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  suggested  that  when  a  man  makes  a  speech 
on  politics  he  is  to  judge  what  is  incendiary  in  it  himself,  and  not  have 
it  jadged  by  his  adversaries! — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  They 
were  not  willing  for  one  speaker  to  personate  and  abuse  another  one.  " 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  person  with  a  gun  in  his  hand  within  four  days 
of  that  election  who  was  not  a  Democrat! — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  anybody  firing  off  a  gun  who  was  not  a  Demo- 
crat— done  in  your  presence  or  hearing,  to  your  knowledge! — A.  No, 
sir :  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  person  getting  killed  or  beaten  or  seriously 
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injured  within  a  fortnight  of  that  election  in  Copiah  County  who  was  not 
an  Huti-DemocratY— A.  I  do  not  know,  sir;  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  When  that  story  was  told  yon  that  people  were  coming  up  frooi 
Hazlehurst  to  attack  and  molest  these  boys  that  were  riding  about,  did 
you  believe  itf — ^A.  I  conld  not  have  a  fixed  opinion. 

Q.  But  did  yon  believe  it  f — A.  There  was  so  mach  excitement  going 
on  I  did  not  knaw  what  was  going  to  occur. 

Q.  That  is  not  my  question.  My  question  is  whether  you  believed 
that  story  Y — A.  I  did  not  know,  as  I  remarked,  whether  to  believe  or 
disbelieve  it.  There  was  a  young  man  came  to  my  house  directly  from 
Hazlehnrst  and  told  me  that  was  the  report  there. 

Q.  Who  was  he  f — A.  His  name  was  Morehead. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Democrat  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Now,  on  your  oath  as  an  honest  man,  do  yon  not  believe  that  the 
rumor  of  such  an  attack  on  the  white  Democrats  of  that  county  was 
as  absurd  and  idle  a  notion  as  could  i>ossibly  get  into  a  man's  brain  f— 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  the  question. 

Q.  The  question  is,  I  ask  you  upon  your  oath  whether  you  do  not 
believe  that  the  idea  of  an  attack  being  made  by  a  body  of  Republicans 
upon  the  white  Democrats  of  your  neighborhood  was  as  absurd  an  idea 
as  could  enter  a  man's  brain f — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  I  do  not  believe  it,  becanae 
we  had  been  threatened,  and  news  had  come  to  me  that  Mr.  Fugate,  a 
depot  agent  at  Hazlehnrst,  had  said  there  had  been  arms  shipped  thert 
from  other  parts, 

Q.  Anything  but  a  box  of  pistols  sent  to  a  merchant  f — A.  Mr.  Fa- 
gate  said  it  was  a  box  of  arms. 

Q.  It  contained  one  pistol,  it  appears,  so  fe^  as  he  knows ;  he  says  so 
in  his  testimony. — ^A.  Well,  the  news  to  us  was  that  there  were  gons 
shipped  there. 

Q.  Did  you  endeavor  to  restrain  your  son  from  riding  out  those 
night«  t — A.  I  told  the  boys  not  to  hurt,  disturb,  or  molest  anybody  at 
all.    They  could  go  to  their  speakings  and  shoot  their  cannon. 

Q.  But  late  at  night,  I  mean  f — A.  I  did  not  see  my  son  a  great  deal 
of  the  time, 

Q.  He  was  living  with  you  in  your  house  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  was  hef— A.  Twenty-five  years  old.  He  is  in  a  state 
that  I  cannot  control  him ;  I  have  tried  it.  I  have  talked  to  him  and 
advised  him. 

Q.  Advised  him  in  regard  to  whatf — A.  Not  to  be  wild  or  disturb 
anybody,  and  not  to  drink. 

Q.  I  do  not  speak  of  moral  advice  in  general,  but  advice  about  this 
night  riding  T — ^A.  I  advised  him  if  he  went  with  the  men  not  to  hmt 
anybody  or.  see  anybody  hurt. 

Q.  Did  you  think  they  went  to  hurt  anybody  t — A.  No^  air;  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  you  suppose  their  errand  was  t — ^A.  M:y  idea  was  that 
they  took  their  cannon  from  one  place  to  another  to  shoot  and  make 
political  speeches. 

Q.  But  they  did  not  do  that  after  midnight,  as  you  understand  f— A 
No,  sir. 

Ql  What  did  you  understand  they  were  raiding  about  after  midni^t 
for  Y — ^A.  I  could  not  state.    I  was  not  with  them. 

Q.  Didn't  you  have  any  belief  about  it  Y — A.  The  understanding  I  had 
was  they  were  to  go  to  one  place  this  evening  and  make  speeches  and 
shoot  their  guns,  and  ^o  to  another  place  another  evening  and  make 
speeches  and  shoot  their  guns. 
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Q.  Did  yon  not  also  anderstand  that  he  rode  about  after  midnight  T — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  could  hear  any  kind  of  report. 

Q.  I  ask  you  for  your  understanding  and  belief;  whether  you  tried 
to  stop  your  son  T — A.  I  did  advise  him,  and  that  was  all  I  could  do 
with  him. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  these  floggings  of  negroes,  the  shooting  of  Tom 
Wallis,  the  flogging  of  Fortner,  and  the  shooting  of  Frank  Hayes  T — ^A. 
1  heard  of  so  many  things  I  could  not  remember  now. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  your  son  what  had  happened  about  these  things  T — 
A.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  along  when  the  man  was  shot  away  north  of 
me,  and  he  said  he  was  not  and  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  did  not  be- 
lieve that  they  had  done  it  Bumors  came  to  us  there  were  men  all  over 
the  county  from  different  counties,  and  for  a  man  to  have  a  fixed  opinion 
as  to  what  was  done  would  be  hard  to  do  when  the  whole  country  was 
aroused  and  afloat  with  rumors. 

Q.  Did  approve  of  the  killing  of  Print  Matthews  t — A.  I  did  not 

Q.  Did  you  approve  of  the  electing  of  Wheeler  city  marshal  of  Hazle- 
hurstf — ^A.  I  did  not    That  I  had  nothing  to  do  with. 

Q.  Did  you  disapprove  of  itt — A.  When  I  heard  it  I  said  it  was  a 
very  strange  and  untiioughted  occurrence ;  that  there  was  no  considera- 
tion taken  about  it 

Q.  Did  you  approve  of  those  resolutions  that  were  passed  f — A.  I  am 
glad  that  you  mentioned  that 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  that  meeting f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  against  the  resolutions  t — A.  There  was  a  consider- 
able crowd  in  the  court-house ;  a  good  deal  of  noise  going  on  and  the 
resolutions  were  read.  There  was  some  part  of  the  resolution  I  objected 
to. 

Q.  Who  was  in  the  chair — Mr.  Meade  f — A.  I  would  not  say  positively 
which  one  was  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Meade  was  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  you  approved  of  the  resolutions  f — A.  No,  sir ; 
Dot  all  of  them  I  did  not 

Q.  How  much  of  them  did  you  approve  t — ^A.  The  resolutions  were 
read  and  a  motion  made  for  their  adoption.  Major  Barry  rose  up  and 
objected  to  some  of  the  clauses,  and  he  was  not  heard  much  because 
there  was  so  much  excitement  and  enthusiasm  going  on.  As  M^jor 
Barry  sat  down  I  rose  to  put  in  ray  objections  to  the  resolution,  to  my 
part  of  it,  and  I  saw  that  I  could  not  do  anything,  there  was  so  much 
excitement  they  could  not  hear  anything,  and  the  vote  was  taken  on  a 
rising  vote.  Some  would  say  ^^you  voted  for  it,  you  were  standing  up." 
Well,  I  rose  up.    Part  of  these  resolutions  I  would  not  have  vot^  for. 

Q.  But  you  rose  up  when  a  vote  was  taken  f — A.  I  rose  up  to  make 
my  objections  to  a  portion  of  the  resolutions,  as  I  have  said  to  many 
people  since. 

Q.  You  did  not  mean,  then,  in  rising,  toyote  for  the  resolutions  f — ^A. 
No,  sir ;  not  as  they  stood.  I  was  going  to  put  in  these  objections — I 
have  remarked  it  frequently — to  portions  of  the  resolutions  in  relation 
to  the  Matthews  family  that  I  thought  were  wrong. 

Q.  But  the  rest  of  the  resolution  you  approved  of  t-^A.  So  far  as  the 
resolution  was  concerned  that  it  was  not  right — I  could  not  repeat  the 
resolution  now — that  it  was  not  right  for  one  part  of  the  people,  or 
one  set  or  race  of  people  to  mass  against  the  other,  I  thought  tnat 
was  right. 

Q.  Did  yon  approve  of  the  methods  which  had  been  used  to  carry 
beat  3  T — ^A*  No,  sir ;  not  all  of  them  I  did  not 
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Q.  What  methods  did  yoa  not  approve  off — A.  I  did  not  approve  of 
any  violence  at  all.  I  think  you  can  see  my  name  signed  to  the  cer- 
tificate published  in  the  pax>ers.  As  soon  as  the  shooting  of  Tom 
Wallis  occurred  I  met  np  with  some  of  my  neighbors  and  Mends,  and 
asked  that  something  should  be  done. 

Q.  Were  you  on  that  committee  of  twenty-four  to  present  the  reeola- 
tions  to  the  Matthews  family  t — ^A.  If  I  was  I  never  knew  it.  I  never 
presented  them. 

Q.  But  were  you  on  the  committee  t — A.  I  never  knew  it,  if  I  was. 
I  never  knew  who  was  on  the  committee,  and  I  never  asked. 

Q.  Did  you  approve  of  the  resolutions  of  your  club  condemning  the 
Oopiahian  because  it  did  not  indorse  those  outrages  f — ^A.  When  that 
resolution  was  offered  and  the  tote  taken  I  never  said  an3rthlng  at  all. 
I  didn't  vote  for  it  or  against  it. 

f^.  But  you  approved  of  itf — A.  No,  sir :  I  do  not  think  I  would  ap- 
prove of  it.  I  have  been  taking  the  Gopiahian  all  the  time,  and  am 
taking  it  yet  I  did  not  think  it  amounted  to  much  and  did  not  vote 
either  way. 

Q.  This  is  the  resolution  which  I  understand  you  did  approve,  and  I 
want  to  read  it  to  you  and  see  that  I  do  you  no  injustice : 

Meaolwd  furiker,  That  from  henceforth  no  man  or  set  of  men  shall  organize  the  negro 
race  against  the  whites  in  this  connty ;  and,  If  it  shaU  be  attempted  in  the  fntare,  we 
hereby  give  notice  that  it  shaU  be  at  the  peril  of  the  person  or  persons  attempting  so 
to  do.  ^ 

That  you  indorsed,  did  you  f — A.  No,  sir ;  that  last  part  of  that  clause 
is  the  one  I  objected  to,  or  the  part  I  wanted  to  object  to,  but  I  didn^t 
get  to  do  it. 

Q.  What  was  it  in  the  resolutions  that  you  did  approve  f — A.  I  did 
not  want  it  to  be  at  the  peril  of  anybody. 

Q.  I  will  read  the  resolutions  over,  so  that  you  can  tell  me  wnat  parts 
you  approved : 

That  if  any  person  shall  be  injured,  or  an  attempt  made  to  ii^ore  him,  either  in 
person  or  in  propertyi  In  any  manner  by  the  said  relatives  or  friends  of  said  J.  P.  Mat- 
thewS|  that  we  hereby  declare  that  we  will  hold  his  said  relatives  and  friends  who 
participate  acoonntable  for  the  same,  and  that  we  wiU  rep^ud  them  as  withimt  the 
pale  and  protection  of  the  law,  and  common  enemies  of  society,  and  that  we  wUl  visit 
npon  them  certain,  swift  retribution. 

Did  you  approve  of  that  T — A.  That  is  the  part  I  objected  to,  men- 
tioning  tiie  Matthews  family. 
Q.  What  part  did  you  object  to;  the  whole  of  it  t — A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  I  will  read  the  next  paragraph: 

Bf9olved,  That  so  long  as  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  said  J.  P.  Matthews  obey 
the  laws  and  become  good  citizens,  we  hereby  pledge  them  the  protectioD  of  the  law. 

A.  I  approve  of  that  part  in  regard  to  good  citizens. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  approved  of  a  resolution  of  that  kind  f 
Do  you  not  think  persons  whom  they  do  not  think  good  citizens  are  en- 
titled to  the  protection  of  the  lawf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  believe  in  limiting  it  to  their  being  good  citizens 
in  the  estimation  of  these  gentry  f — A.  I  do  not  understond  the  ques- 
tion. 

Q.  I  will  read  it  again: 

Be&olved,  That  so  long  as  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  said  J.  P.  Uatthews  obey 
the  laws  and  become  g^>d  citisens,  we  hereby  pledge  them  the  proteetioD  of  the  law. 

A.  I  do  not  know  as  I  saw  anything  objectionable  in  that    I 
willing  to  protect  anybody. 
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Q.  I  will  read  the  next  claase: 

Se$olv€d  further  J  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meetins  it  is  necessary  to  the  safety  of 
sodety  and  the  welfare  of  ail  races  and  classes  in  this  county  that  the  Matthews 
fMnily  shall  keep  oat  of  politics  in  Copiah  County. 

Did  yon  approve  of  thatf — ^A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  '^  Besolved  further^  That  from  heucefortii^ — I  have  read  that,  and 
yoQ  said  yon  did  not  approve  it,  of  organizing  the  negro  race. — A.  I  say 
I  approve  of  part  of  that,  bnt  not  the  whole  resolution. 

Q.  What  do  yon  say  to  thisf 

Bewlred,  That  we  do  hereby  pledge  oorselves,  each  to  the  other,  our  lives  and 
fortanes  and  onr  sacred  honor,  that  we  will,  all  and  individually,  from  henceforth, 
bold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  enforce  the  fore^ing  resolutions,  and  to  meet  at  any 
time  upon  the  caU  of  the  chairman  of  this  meeting. 

I  suppose  you  did  not  approve  of  that! — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  whole  of  it ;  I  approved  of  part  and  a  part  not 
Q.  Here  is  another  paragraph: 

Resolvrdf  That  a  committee  of  twentv-four  from  each  supervisor's  district  he  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  to  present  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  brothers  and  sons  of 
the  late  J.  P.  Matthews,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  Copiah  Signal  and  the 
Crystal  Springs  Meteor. 

Did  you  approve  of  that  f — ^A.  I  do  not  understand  that. 

Q.  Of  course  if  you  did  not  approve  of  the  resolutions  yon  did  not  ap- 
))rove  of  that? — A.  There  was  oidy  a  little  part  of  those  resolutions  that 
I  would  have  approved  of  if  I  could  have  them  fixed  up. 

Q.  It  also  says: 

lU9olvtdy  That  the  honors  heretofore  worn — and  worthily  so— by  beat  No.  2,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  awarded  to  beat  No.  3. 

I  understand  you  do  not  approve  of  the  method  by  which  beat  3  was 
carried?— A.  No,  sir;  not  by  having  violence  at  all ;  I  do  not  approve 
ofit. 

Q.  I  do  not  see  that  there  was  anything  that  you  did  approve  of  in 
these  resolutions. — A.  Well,  if  they  were  fixed  up 

By  Mr.  Gahebon  : 

Q  Who  offered  those  resolutions  in  the  meeting  t — ^A.  I  declare  I 
don't  know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  Mr.  Dodds,  who  sits  by  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury,  who  offered  the  resolutions? — A.  Honestly,  I  don't  know  who 
drew  them  up. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  since  who  drew  the  resolutions  f — ^A.  K  I 
knew  I  would  tell  you. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  that  Mr.  George  S.  Dodds  did  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 
I  recollect  distinctly  asking  my  son  one  day  if  he  knew  who  drew  up 
those  resolutions  on  that  day  and  he  said  he  did  not  for  certain,  but  it 
occurs  to  me  he  said  that  Mr.  Bailey  and  some  other  young  men  there 
did  it.  I  said  that  some  of  it  was  a  very  weak  thing,  and  I  did  not 
think  a  lawyer  did  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  Mr.  Bailey's  occupation  t — A.  He  is  a  lawyer.    I  don't 
say  that  Mr.  Bailey  did  draw  them  up. 
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Mr.  Jonas.  The  gentlemen  who  are  here  say  there  are  some  five  wit- 
nesses who  have  bc^n  sammoned  and  sent  down,  who,  on  examinatioiiy 
they  find,  know  very  little  or  nothing  about  the  case,  and  they  woald 
be  glad  to  have  them  discharged. 

The  subcommittee  then  adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  Febraary 
25,  1884. 


%f^^^^  Orleans,  La.,  Mandag^  February  25, 1884. 
The  subcommittee  met  pursuant  to  a^oumment.    Present,  Messn. 
Hoar  (chairman),  Cameron,  Fiye,  Baulsbury,  and  Jonas.    The  taking  of 
testimony  was  resumed  as  follows : 

Uriah  Millsaps  sworn  and  examined.  i 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  livef — ^Answer.  In  Oopiah  County. 

Q.  At  Hazlehurstf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Copiah  County? — A.  I  was  bom  there 
and  have  lived  there  ever  since. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  are  over  fifty  years  of  aget — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics  f — ^A.  I  am  taken  to  be  a  Bepublican. 

Q.  You  have  been  since  reconstruction  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  held  any  office  in  Copiah  County  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have 
held  the  office  of  circuit  judge  there. 

Q.  Did  you  get  that  office  from  the  Bepublican  party  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  election  or  appointment  f — A.  Appointment. 

Q.  By  whom  f — A.  I  was  first  appointed  to  that  office  by  Governor 
Ames,  and  afterwards  by  Governor  Alcorn. 

Q.  Both  of  them  were  Bepublicans,  were  they  notf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  both 
Bepublican.  I  held  office  during  the  whole  of  the  lime  while  the  Repub- 
licans controlled  the  State,  a  period  of  seven  or  eight  years. 

Q.  And  the  county  of  Copiah  was  in  your  judicial  district  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  the  family  of  J.  P.  Matthews  t — A.  I 
have  known  them  as  long* as  I  can  remember.  We  lived  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  I  have  known  the  Matthews  family  ever  since  I  can 
remember.  I  knew  Print  Matthews,  his  father  and  his  grandmother, 
and  the  whole  family. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  vigilance  committee  ordering  the 
Matthews  family  out  of  Copiah  County  at  any  time;  if  so,  state  T— A 
I  just  can  remember  something  of  that  kind.  It  was  a  long  time  ago ; 
I  was  a  small  boy.  I  remember  the  circumstances,  but  I  was  quite  small, 
and  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  except  just  simply  knowing  that 
such  a  thing  transpired.  What  it  was  about  I  do  not  remember  ;  I  do 
not  knojMT  that  I  ever  knew. 

Q.  That  was  against  the  older  members  of  the  family  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  do  not  know  whether  Print  Matthews  was  bom  at  that  time,  or 
not.  I  will  say  this,  that  I  remember  the  circumstance  and  Print  Hat- 
thews's  father  was  defended  by  his  neighbors.  He  was  ordered  to  leave 
the  country  by  what  was  called  the  **Tegulator8,"  but  his  neighbors  in 
the  neighborhood  where  he  lived,  rose  ut>  and  went  out  and  met  the 
"  regulators,"  and  defended  John  R.  Matthews,  the  father  of  Print- 

Q.  What  charge  was  made  against  him  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  That  was  long  before  the  present  organization  of  parties  f— -A. 
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Yeti,  8ir.  I  differ  with  Bome  of  the  witBOSses  here  as  to  what  was  really 
the  difficulty.  I  hare  an  impression  that  an  uncle  of  Print's,  Shack 
Matthews,  was  having  trouble  with  the  Pierces,  a  family  of  people  who 
lived  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  having  some  difficulties,  proba- 
bly fights,  and  the  *^  regulators,"  their  opposition  was  towards  Shack, 
but  in  the  excitement  they  included  the  whole  Matthews  family.  That 
is  my  impression,  althoug^h  I  may  be  mistaken  about  it.  I  had  the  idea 
that  on  account  of  the  difficulty  they  had  with  Shack  Matthews  they 
included  the  whole  of  the  Matthews  family,  and  ordered  them  all  to 
leave,  every  one. 

Q.  Was  the  contested-election  case  between  J.  P.  Matthews  and  J. 
G.  Martin,  claiming  the  office  of  sheriff,  tried  before  you  while  you  were 
judge  t — A.  yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  that  decided ;  do  you  remember  f — A.  The  jury  found  a 
veidict  for  Mr.  Matthews  in  that  case,  contrary,  as  I  thought,  to  the  law, 
and  I  granted  them  a  new  trial,  and  then  it  was  compromised  before  the 
next  court. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  were  any  threats  made  by  J. 
P.  Matthews  against  you,  and  communicated  to  you  during  that  trial 
on  account  of  your  action  f — ^A.  I  would  say  that  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ever  heard  Matthews  say  it ;  Matthews  never  said  anything  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  from  a  source  you  thought  reliable  t — A.  Yes, 
«ir. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  those  threats;  do  you  recollect  t — A.  Well, 
Judge  Mayes  told  me  that  Matthews  had  threatened  to  blow  my  brains 
oQt  several  times  during  the  trial  on  account  of  decisions,  and  others; 
I  do  not  remember  who  all.  I  paid  no  attention  to  it.  Matthews  was 
this  Mnd  of  a  man :  he  was  liable  to  make  extravagant  remarks,  which 
he  did  not  mean,  very  often  simply  to  effect  something. 

Q.  Was  the  man  of  violent  passions  f — A.  I  do  not  know  hardly  how 
to  describe  him  in  that  particular.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  remem- 
ber of  Mr.  Matthews  having  a  fight,  although  he  was  regarded  as  a  vio- 
lent man. 

Q.  As  a  violent  talker  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  violent  talker.  It  was 
his  way  :  he  was  apt  to  make  extravagant  remarks  and  threats,  and 
acting  in  such  a  way  as  to  influence  people.  The  Matthewses  were  all 
known  to  be  men  of  pluck — ^men  who  were  known  to  be  good  fighters, 
and  would  fight  under  any  circumstances,  and  a  threat  from  him  some- 
times would  intimidate  a  man,  and  he  was  very  liable  to  conduct  him- 
self in  that  way. 

Q.  To  make  threats  f — A:  Yes,  sir ;  to  make  threats. 

Q.  Sometimes  of  killing  or  shooting  and  whipping Y — A.  Yes,  sir; 
sometimes.  He  was  accustomed  to  make  these  remarks  for  effect.  I 
do  not  think  he  had  any  idea,  however,  of 

Q.  Who  was  Judge  Mayes  t — ^A.  A  lawyer  in  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Of  good  reputation  and  character  f  —A.  Yes,  sir;  as  good  a  repu- 
tation as  any  man  in  the  county.  He  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr. 
Matthews. 

Q.  He  gave  you  that  information  as  a  friend  f — A.  He  just  spoke  of 
it.  He  understood  Mr.  Matthews  as  I  did.  I  never  paid  any  attention 
to  it  myself. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  Democratic  people  or  the 
I)eople  of  Copiah  County  f  Are  they  a  law  and  order  i)eop'e,  or  are  they 
the  reverse?  You  have  lived  among  them  a  long  time. — A.  I  think  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Copiah  County  are  in  favor  of  law  and  order. 
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Q.  Is  it  a  large  msyority  f — A.  I  think  so.  1  think  a  large  miyority 
are  in  favor  of  law  and  onler. 

Q.  Is  it  not,  generally  speaking,  a  law  and  order  commnnil^,  with 
snch  exceptions  as  are  usual  in  the  country;  I  am  speaking  of  the  white 
people  f — A.  Welly  I  look  upon  Copiah  Countv  as  being  one  of  the  most 
conservative  counties  in  South  Mississippi.  There  is  more  of  the  con- 
servative element  among  the  people  there  than  in  the  surroundings  of 
it  There  has  been  less  lawlessness  and  violence  in  the  last  fifte^  or 
twenty  years,  and  more  of  a  disposition  to  be  governed  by  the  law  io 
the  conduct  of  elections,  and  in  all  other  respects,  than  in  any  adjoin- 
ing county.  For  instance,  in  1875,  when  the  revolution  took  phioe  in 
the  State  and  the  Republican  party  was  overthrown,  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  Hines  there  was  a  great  deal  of  violence  in  the  Clinton  and 
other  riots.  In  Claiborne  and  other  counties,  the  leading  white  Repub- 
licans left  the  county  for  a  time,  and  in  Jefferson  County  it  was  the  same. 
In  Copiah  County,  I  never  heard  that  it  was  not  a  fidr  election  there; 
they  obeyed  the  law  and  continued  to  do  so,  and  there  was  never  any 
complaints  against  the  people  of  Copiah  County  until,  I  believe,  two 
elections  ago.  At  the  election  previous  to  the  one  in  1883  there  was  a 
box  shot  into,  one  box  only,  and  some  of  the  Independents  daimed  that 
at  another  box  there  was  some  fraud  in  the  count.  Up  to  that  time  I 
never  heard  of  any  violence  or  overriding  of  the  law  in  the  elections. 
Then  I  had  other  evidences  which  convinced  me  there  was  a  large  con- 
servative element  in  Copiah  County  among  the  whites,  in  this,  that 
at  the  election  in  1870, 1  believe  it  was,  there  was  a  full  Independent 
ticket  in  the  field.  Taking  Mr.  Matthews  now  as  being  a  RepublicsD, 
and  popular  with  the  negroes,  that  he  would  get  the  negro  vote,  the 
Independents  that  ran  with  him  on  the  ticket  would  run  ahead  of  him 
Irom  400  to  500  votes.  I  took  them  to  be  white  votes,  because  I  did  not 
suppose  any  man  would  get  more  negro  votes  than  Matthews,  and  that 
a  good  Independent  would  carry  from  400  to  500  more  white  votes,  who 
must  have  been  conservatives.  I  set  down  any  man  who  would  vote  the 
Independent  ticket  as  a  conservative  man. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  consider  Mr.  Matthews  a  conservative  man  t— >A. 
Well,  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  Republican. 

Q.  But  you  say  that  conservatives,  and  quite  a  number  of  them,  did 
not  vote  for  him. — A.  I  mean  many  white  people  did  not  vote  for  him 
who  voted  for  the  other  Independents.  I  take  it  that  any  Democrat 
who  will  vote  an  independent  ticket  is  not  wedded  to  Democracy,  and 
I  judge  from  the  number  of  white  men  that  voted  the  Independent  ticket 
that  there  is  not  a  large  number  of  men  who  are  wedded  to  the  Democ- 
racy, but  on  a  fair  show  would  vote  against  them. 

Q.  But  they  are  not  Republicans  in  national  politics  T — ^A.  I  could 
not  say  about  that.  They  are  willing  to  vote  against  the  regular  De- 
mocracy. I  call  a  sound  Democrat  a  man  who  will  vote  for  the  nominee 
under  any  and  all  circumstances.  A  man  who  don't  do  it  I  call  him  a 
conservative  man,  or  one  who  was  not  wedded,  but  on  a  fair  show  would 
vote  the  other  way. 

Q.  What  is  about  the  state  of  political  opinion  in  Copiah  County  f— 
A.  I  have  just  stated  that.  I  say  I  think  this.  In  Copiah  County  (1  give 
it  as  a  matter  of  opinion)  there  must  be  seven  or  eight  hundred  white 
men  there  who  have  generally  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  the  Demo* 
cratic  ticket  who  on  a  fair  show  would  vote  the  other  way — what  I 
would  call  a  fair  show;  and  I  think  there  is  a  large  number  of  negroes, 
good,  thinking  men  (we  have  got  a  good  many  negroes  in  Copiah  County 
who  are  prospering  and  beginning  to  accumulate  some  property,  who 
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are  thiDking  men  to  some  extent),  I  think  there  is  a  large  number  of 
them,  who  desire  a  party  composed  of  this  oonservatiye  white  element, 
and  this  is  different  from  what  we  have  had  it  there— a  different  organ- 
ization fh>m  what  we  have  been  having  there,  different  from  what  we 
call  the  Matthews  party,  and  what  is  known  there  as  the  straight  out 
Democrats,  the  Bourbons.  I  think  there  are  at  least  seven  or  eight 
hundred  negroes,  and  seven  or  eight  hundred  whites  that  are  not  sa^to- 
fied  with  the  state  of  parties  there,  although  I  beUeve  the  negroes  are 
very  much  devoted  to  the  Bepublican  party.  As  between  a  Republican 
and  a  straight-out  Democrat,  of  course  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  get 
them  to  vote  the  straight  Democratic  ticket  But  still  I  think  they 
would  be  dissatisfied  with  the  Matthews  ticket;  they  had  lost  confidence 
in  his  sagacity.  I  want  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  circumstances  why 
they  were  dissatisfied.  Mr.  Matthews  first  appeared  in  Copiah  County 
as  candidate  for  sheriff  in  1865  or  1866,  when  the  negroes  did  not  vote. 
Then  after  the  constitution  was  formed,  and  submitted  to  the  people  in 
1868, 1  think  it  was,  he  appeared  again,  I  remember,  at  that  election  as 
challenger  at  the  i>olls.  That  is  the  first  time  I  heard  of  him  after  he 
ran  in  1866.  He  then  was  appointed  by  Governor  Ames  sheriff,  when 
Ames  became  military  governor.  Under  that  military  organization  an 
election  was  held,  and  the  constitution  was  resubmitted,  after  the  ob- 
jectionable clause  was  stricken  out  by  Congress ;  it  was  resubmitted, 
together  with  an  election  for  the  State  officers  for  the  State  government 
We  were  under  the  military  then.  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  candidate  for 
sheriff  then  at  that  election,  and  was  elected  and  held  his  office  two 
years.    At  the  next  election  he  was  beaten  and  contested  the  election. 

After  the  contest  he  compromised  it  in  some  way  and  gave  up  the 
office  to  Martin,  his  opponent,  and  retired  into  Lincoln  County  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  time  for  the  next  election  came  on  to  announce 
candidates.  He  returned  then  to  Copiah  County  to  announce  bimKcIf 
again  and  was  elected.  He  ran  then  every  time  from  that  on,  and  tliat 
was  the  only  time  that  he  was  elected,  except  by  the  military,  during 
the  whole  sixteen  years  he  was  candidate  for  sheriff,  except  the  last 
time,  when  his  brother  was  a  candidate,  and  he  never  won  an  election 
except  it  was  under  the  military.  So  that  a  great  many  of  the  negroes 
had  begun  to  lose  confidence  in  his  sagacity.  They  had  great  confi- 
dence in  him  as  a  man  and  hs  a  leader.  He  was  peculiarly  capacitated 
for  a  leader.  He  was  a  bold,  daring  man,  and  he  exhibited  his  bold- 
ness in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  negroes  confidence  in  him  as  a  leader. 
1  think  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  brave  man,  and  his  conduct  and  his  ex- 
pressions and  all  were  of  such  a  character  as  to  give  the  negroes,  par- 
ticularly, confidence  in  him.  I  do  not  think  there  was  ever  a  man  in 
Copiah  County  in  whom  the  negroes  had  more  confidence  than  they  had 
io  Mr.  Matthews.  I  never  regarded  him  as  an  instructive  man  to  speak 
of.  He  did  not  enlighten ;  he  was  not  a  man  trained  intellectually;  he 
was  not  an  argumentative  man  at  all ;  he  would  make  remarks  in  his 
speeches,  sensational  remarks  and  threatenings  and  abuse,  boldly,  in 
such  a  way  that  it  would  create  a  sensation  or  excitement  among  the 
people,  white  and  black.  I  never  saw  him  do  it,  but  I  have  heard  of 
his  doing  this :  He  would  get  up  and  speak  in  a  crowd  where  there  were 
whites  and  blacks  all  together,  and  draw  out  his  pistols  and  lay  them 
on  the  stand  and  say,  ^<  Now  here,  I  am  going  to  speak,  and  I  am  going 
to  have  a  fair  show,  and  if  anybody  interferes,  here  is  my  pistol,''  or 
something  of  that  sort.    He  was  a  man  of  that  sort  of  character. 

Q.  He  always  went  armed  f — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  could  not  say  about 
that;  I  think  he  did,  though.    He  was  that  sort  of  man,  although  I 
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nerer  knew  Mr.  Matthews — with  all  the  talk  that  you  hear  about  his 
being  a  violent  man,  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  single  fight  that  he  ever 
had  except  the  fight  with  Thompson,  when  he  stmck  him  onoe. 

Q.  Was  he  or  not  a  dangerous  character  and  supposed  to  be  arnied; 
and  was  not  that  sufficient  to  keep  him  from  havine  a  fight  T — A.  I  knew 
the  Matthews  family  and  they  were  always  regarded  as  men  who  would 
fight,  top  and  bottom,  all  the  way  through.  They  were  regarded  as 
plucky,  brave  men. 

Q.  And  supposed  always  to  be  ready  and  equipped  for  a  fight  t— A. 
Well,  I  cannot  «ay  about  that.  I  do  not  know.  I  think  the  people 
generally  thought  they  were. 

Q.  He  was  a  man  ti^en  who  was  in  the  habit  of  using  violent  lan- 
guage both  in  personal  conversation  and  in  his  speeches  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  the  habit  of  carr3^ng  arms,  and  genendly  supposed  to  be 
ready  for  a  fight  to  back  his  opinion  f — A.  I  do  not  suppose  Mr.  Mat- 
thews intended  to  carry  out  these  threats;  he  only  meant  them  for 
effect. 

Q.  But  he  was  known  to  be  a  fighting  man  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  generally  Bupx>osed  to  be  always  armed  and  ready  T — A.  I 
think  the  people  thought  so. 

Q.  Was  he  not  a  sort  of  bulldozer  in  i>olitics  toot — A.  I  always  thoaght 
he  would  have  made  a  good  Democrat  in  that  respect. 

Q.  Did  he  possess  first-class  qualifications  to  have  made  him  a  Demo- 
cratic bulldozer  in  Ck)piah  Connty  f — A.  I  think  he  would  have  made  a 
good  one. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  he  was  a  good  one  io  the  party  in  which  he  re- 
mained t — A.  Well,  I  tell  you  he  was  that  sort  of  a  mim,  and  carried 
things  a  good  deal  in  that  way. 

Q.  By  violence  and  threats;  by  threats  or  violence T 

Mr.  Cameron.  The  witness  has  not  said  that  he  carried  things  hj 
threats  or  violence. 

The  Witness.  I  have  told  you  how  he  was.  He  was  a  man  who  was 
liable  to  make  extravagant  remarks  and  say  things  which  I  mysdf  paid 
no  attention  to.  All  this  talk  he  had  about  me  at  the  time  during  that 
trial  I  paid  no  attention  to,  because  I  knew  he  had  no  idea  of  doing 
what  he  naid  he  would  do ;  that  it  was  done  siuiply  for  effect,  and  it 
had  no  effect  on  me.    But  it  tended  to  excite  the  people. 

Q.  Are  not  snch  threats  calculated  to  have  an  effect  iu  a  commauity 
like  yours  t — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir.  I  say  that  he  was  an  indiscreet  man- 
always  very  indiscreet. 

Q.  And  was  it  not  his  general  reputation  that  he  was  prepared  to 
fight  for  his  remarks  ? — A.  I  think  it  was.  I  believe  the  people  there, 
everybody,  thonght  he  would  fight,  and  they  were  not  dispo*^  to  at- 
tack him. 

Q.  Because  of  his  reputation  ? — A.  Because  they  thought  he  would 
fight;  and  he  had  four  or  five  brothers,  and  they  were  all  fighting  men. 

Q.  They  made  a  pretty  strong  crowd  altogether? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
you  would  very  seldom  find  anybody  who  would  want  to  attack  them. 

Q.  Was  the  last  election  in  Copiah  County  a  contest  between  Bepob- 
licans  and  Democrats;  what  were  the  issues  iuvolviMi? — A.  I  had  be^* 
ter  tell  you  how  it  was,  and  then  you  can  decide  whether  it  was  Bepub- 
lican  or  Democratic  yourselves.  It  was  this  way:  The  way  1  under- 
stood it,  Mr.  Matthews  was  supposed  by  the  people  there  (and  1  have 
no  doubt  there  was  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  it)  to  control  the  negro  vote 
of  the  county.  The  Democrats  always  believed,  though,  that  Mr.  Mai- 
thews  could  carry  about  2,200  negro  votes.    Mr.  Matthews,  iu  the  he- 
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ginning  of  an  elet'tion  campaign,  it  appeared  to  me^I  am  only  giving 
yon  what  I  thought — ^it  appeared  to  me  that  he  would  say  to  Demo- 
cratSy  <<  Now,  here  are  thirty  offices  to  be  filled  in  Copiah  Oounty.  I 
do  not  want  anything  but  the  sheriff's  office.  I  am  willing  to  give  you 
and  you  may  take  29  Democrats,  and  I  will  put  them  on  the  ticket,  or 
have  them  put  on,  and  you  give  me  the  sheriff's  office,  and  I  will  bring 
to  your  aid  these  2,200  negro  votes,  and  you  bring  to  my  aid  to  elect  me 
sheriff  all  the  white  votes  you  can  bring."  For  instance,  there  was  one 
man  on  his  ticket  this  last  election  who  said  that  he  was  a  straight 
Democrat  and  was  going  to  vote  the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and 
had  been  in  the  Democratic  convention  as  a  candidate  for  nomination 
for  the  office  of  treasurer.  Mr.  Matthews  took  him  up,  and  I  heard  him, 
Mr.  Matthews,  say  in  a  speech  that  here  is  now  a  straight  Democrat 
on  my  ticket  that  is  going  to  vote  the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  but 
these  others  claim  to  be  independent  Democrats,  most  of  them.  WelU 
it  appeared  to  me  that  that  sort  of  a  contract  was  made;  here,  I  will 
give  these  2,200  negro  votes  for  your  white  votes,  and  between  us  we 
will  elect  the  ticket 

Q.  It' was  a  contract  that  Mr.  Matthews  made  for  the  sheriff's  office 
thent^A.  It  appeared  so  to  me.  I  remember  this.  During  the  cam- 
paign I  had  a  good  deal  of  talk  with  the  Independents.  On  one  occa- 
sion an  Independent  came  to  me  and  says,  <^  Now,  you  ought  not  to  go 
back  on  this  ticket.  Ton  are  an  old  line  Bepublican,  and  you  ought  to 
vote  this  Independent  ticket,"  and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  I  heard 
him  tell  a  Democrat  that  he  ought  to  vote  the  ticket  because  it  was  the 
best  Democratic  ticket.  It  seemed  to  be  a  fish-trap  made  to  catch  one 
going  up  or  down,  a  two-edged  sword. 
Q.  Was  it  a  mere  contest  for  county  offices  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  A  mere  arrangement  by  which  the  county  offices  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed and  bargained  out  f — ^A.  That  is  the  way  I  thought.  I  did  not 
think  Mr.  Matthews  was  the  man,  under  the  circumstances,  to  be  on  the 
ticket,  that  is,  the  Matthews  influence.  I  thought  his  name  being  on 
the  ticket  was  injurious  to  a  good  Independent  vote,  or  to  the  Bepub- 
lican party ;  that  it  was  unpopular  among  the  whites ;  and  this  conserv- 
ative element  was  used  by  him  until  they  would  not  vote  the  ticket 
under  Matthews. 
Q.  Did  you  know  all  the  candidates  on  both  tickets  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  candidates  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  f — A.  The  character  of  them,  I  think,  was  good. 

Q.  Was  it  a  good  ticket f — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  ticket.  They  were 
conservative  men. 

Q.  And  reputable  citizens  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
Democrats  in  the  beginning  had  this  idea  (L  just  give  you  my  opinion, 
how  it  looked  to  me) ;  they  had  this  idea  in  the  beginning,  that  we 
wanted  to  break  down  this  Matthews  inflnence ;  that  was  their  object, 
this  Matthewsism,  as  they  called  it.  So  they  said,  we  will  put  out  a 
conservative  ticket,  we  will  select  the  best  ticket  we  can  get,  the  one 
most  popular  with  the  negro ;  and  they  did  succeed  in  putting  out  a 
ticket  %vhich,  I  think,  was  personally  popular  with  the  negroes.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  so. 

Q.  Did  it  get  some  of  the  negro  votes  f — A.  Well,  I  thought  so.  If 
the  election  was  fairly  counted  they  certainly  got  a  good  many. 

Q.  Did  you  know  some  who  were  satisfied  with  the  ticket  f — ^A.  I 
know  a  good  many  who  said  they  were.  A  great  many  negroes  voted 
a  split  ticket.  But  there  were  many  who  voted  for  men  on  each  ticket, 
a  split  ticket. 
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Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  Independent  ticket  f— A.  Thero 
were  a  good  many  very  clever  men  on  it ;  men  that  I  like  myself  very 
mnch. 

Q.  As  a  whole  bow  did  it  compare  with  the  other  ticket  f — A.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  had  any  particular  objection  to  the  Independent  ticket, 
except  that  I  thonght  Mr.  Matthews  was  an  injory.  1  tboaght  they 
were  misled  and  misguided,  and  did  not  understand  the  situation,  all  of 
them. 

By  the  Ghaibman: 
Q.  Who  were  misguided! — A.  The  Independent  men  I  thought  were 
deceived  as  to  the  temper  of  the  people.    I  do  not  think  that  ticket  coald 
have  been  elected  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  You  do  not  think  it  could  have  been  elected f — A.  No,  sir;  not  na* 
der  the  circumstances. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  at  that  election  t — A.  1  voted  against  the  Inde- 
pendent ticket.    I  voted  the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  • 

Q.  Why  did  yout — A.  Because  I  thought  the  Lidependent  ticket  as 
constituted  there  was  an  injury  and  I  wanted  to  see  it  beaten.  As  I 
told  you  before,  Mr.  Matthews  never  could  run  np  with  a  good  Inde- 
pendent. He  was  a  burden  to  the  Independent  movements.  As  I  told 
you  before,  he  would  run  sometimes  as  much  as  three  or  four  hundred 
votes  behind  a  good  Independent.  Among  the  whites  he  could  not 
carry  the  fall  Independent  vote,  and  I  thought  it  was  a  drawback,  and 
had  been  all  the  time. 

By  the  Chaibman: 
Q.  You  thought  what  was  a  drawback! — ^A.  Having  Mr.  Matthews 
on  the  ticket  among  the  whites,  and  my  idea  was  to  build  up  a  party 
among  the  whites,  to  get  a  strong  white  influence  into  the  IndepondcDt 
movement,  and  I  thonght  he  was  a  drawback  in  that  regard.  And  my 
reason  for  saying  so  was  that  he  always  ran  behind  a  gOMml  Independent 
I  stated  that  Mr.  Ainsworth  ran  three  or  four  hundred  votes  ahead 
of  him  and  Mr.  Ellis  got  100  votes  at  one  box  ahead  of  him,  and  Mr. 
McNeil  ran  ahead  of  him,  and  if  an  Independent  would  run  on  the 
ticket  once  with  Mr.  Matthews,  it  would  destroy  his  inflaence,  and  the 
next  time  he  could  only  run  just  about  even  with  him.  lliere  was  a 
prejudice  against  Mr.  Matthews  among  the  whites  that  could  not  he 
overcome.  I  saw  that  it  was  an  impossibility,  that  there  was  no  use  io 
attempting  to  build  up  a  party  under  his  lead  among  the  whites,  and 
that  was  my  objection  to  it.  I  thought  it  was  simply  crushing  us  oat 
there,  and  I  opposed  it  for  that  reason  as  a  matter  of  policy. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  of  J.  P. 
Matthews f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it;  I  was  not 
there.  I  was  at  Hazlehurst  that  day^  but  I  was  at  the  west  box  and  he 
was  killed  at  the  east  box. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  thent — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  was 
done  before  I  knew  it. 

Q.  On  the  whole,  what  sort  of  a  politician  was  Mr.  Matthews;  did  be 
follow  politics  for  principle,  or  did  he  make  it  a  trade,  he  and  his  fom- 
ily  1 — A.  I  thought  I  had  told  you  about  that. 

Q.  Well,  you  did  pretty  well,  but  I  wanted  to  make  a  little  smnmaiy 
of  it. — ^A.  I  looked  upon  Mr.  Matthews  in  this  way,  sir.    As  I  s^t  he 
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was  a  very  bold,  daring  man,  and  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  office  he 
Dever  left  any  stone  anturned  to  sacceed ;  he  availed  himself  of  every- 
tiling ;  all  inflneuces  and  everything  that  he  could  for  saccess.  I  al- 
ways thought  that  he  was  not  confined  to  principle ;  that  he  was  not  a 
oonsiBtent  man.    He  did  not  appear  to  me  so. 

Q.  Working  or  trading  for  his  own  benefit  or  profit! — ^A.  It  appeared 
to  me  always  that  Mr.  Matthews  would  avail  himself  of  anything.  For 
instance,  I  will  relate  a  circumstance.  I  remember  a  few  years  ago  (he 
was  a  merchant,  and  a  supply  merchant),  a  few  years  ago  there  was 
what  was  called  a  strike.  There  was  a  short  crop  that  year,  and  the 
mortgage  men  of  the  county  were  a  good  deal  oppressed,  and  they  en- 
tered into  a  combination  called  a  strike,  to  bring  the  merchants  down 
in  their  prices.  They  charged  high  prices  for  meat  and  provisions  on 
credit.  So  they  entered  into  what  was  called  a  strike  and  refused  to 
deliver  their  cotton  to  the  merchants  unless  they  would  agree  to  give 
snch  a  price  for  the  cotton — a  pound  of  cotton  for  a  pound  of  meat,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  and  canvassed  the  county.  I  remember  that 
Mr.  Matthews  joined  in  the  strike,  he  being  a  merchant  and  supply  man, 
to  canvass  the  county.  It  was  jast  before  the  election,  and  it  struck 
me  that  he  was  doing  that  for  effect  to  gain  votes.  It  appeared  to  me 
so,  but  I  do  not  say  it  was  so,  I  only  just  judge  that  ]  that  was  my  opin- 
ion about  it.  And  I  always  found  him  taking  advantage  of  everything 
of  that  sort  to  gain  votes  and  build  up  his  party  and  to  have  i^uccess ; 
anything  that  came  in  the  way  by  which  he  thought  he  could  gain 
votes  he  always  availed  himself  of. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  influence  of  Mr.  Matthews  and  his  family  was 
conducive  to  good  feeling  and  peace  between  the  two  races  of  the  county 
of  Copiah ;  was  it  used  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  itf — A.  As  I  said 
before,  under  the  circumstances  we  were  in  there,  in  Copiah  County,  I 
thought  it  was  detrimental.  Take  it  on  what  is  called  the  color  line« 
and  I  thought  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  color  liner.  I  thought  if  there  was  . 
ever  such  a  thing  as  a  color  liner  in  Mississippi  Mr.  Matthews  was  un- 
doQbtedly  one  of  them.  His  whole  conduct  and  life  showed  that,  and 
the  people  at  least  believed  it,  and  I  do  not  think  it  was  possible  for  snch 
a  thing  as  that  to  succeed.  In  fact,  I  saw  it  was  plain,  and  the  two  elec- 
tions previously  had  demonstrated  the  fact  that  that  ticket  could  never 
sacceed. 

Q.  Without  regard  to  its  success  in  politics,  was  not  such  a  party  cal- 
culated to  estrange  the  two  races  in  the  county  f — ^A.  Well,  I  said  this, 
daring  the  campaign  (I  was  called  on  several  times  to  express  an  opin- 
ion), Siat  I  did  not  think  the  Independents  attempted  to  educate  tho 
colored  people  as  they  should.  I  thought  under  the  circumstances  and 
the  condition  we  were  in  here  in  the  South  that  it  was  proper  and  right 
that  these  Independents  and  Bepublicans  should  go  on  to  explain  to  the 
negroes  our  condition,  and  tell  them,  and  educate  them,  explain  the 
condition  of  affiurs  here  in  the  South,  and  the  dangers  and  the  evils  that 
were  attending  what  is  known  as  the  color  line.  I  never  heard  Mr. 
Matthews,  or  any  of  the  Independents,  undertake  to  make  any  expla- 
nations of  that  nature  to  whites  or  blacks.  This  thing  came  on  them 
like  a  clap  of  thunder.  They  did  not,  any  of  them,  believe  it — all  this 
beat  3  mob,  and  raiding,  and  all  the  troubles  that  arose  very  suddenly 
came  on  the  Independents  like  a  clap  of  thunder.  They  did  not  suspect 
it;  they  were  misguided,  or  if  they  did,  they  did  not  attempt  to  ex- 
plain it. 

Q«  Do  yon  think  that  situation  was  caused  by  an  attempt  to  draw  a 
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color  line  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.    That  has  been  the  case  eveiy- 
where  in  the  Sonth,  as  I  understand  it. 

Q.  By  drawing  the  color  line  you  mean  to  array  one  race  aciainst  the 
other  f — ^A.  Tes,  sir.  I  do  not  say  that  it  was  a  race  line ;  I  think,  per- 
haps, the  negro  could  be  as  much  influenced  by  his  devotion  to  his  party 
as  he  could  by  his  devotion  to  his  race.  I  think  tiie  negro  is  almost  in- 
stinctively Bepublican,  and  if  you  wish  to  array  him  a  man  could  play 
upon  his  passions  and  prejudices  on  account  of  his  devotion  to  his  poli- 
tics as  much  as  he  could  on  account  of  his  devotion  to  his  race,  and 
could  array  him  as  easily  on  that,  mass  them,  as  they  say.  Negroes 
could  be  massed  on  that  idea  as  well  as  they  could,  perhaps,  on  the  race 
line. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  Have  the  Democrats  ever  attempted  to  draw  the  color  line  in  Co- 
piah Oounty  or  Mississippi ;  have  they  said  in  their  papers,  and  have 
their  public  speakers  said  that  this  was  a  white  man's  government  and 
must  be  ruled  by  white  men,  or  anything  to  that  effect  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ; 
I  have  heard  such  remarks  as  that  often. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  Bepublican  say,  whether  he  were  white  or 
black,  that  it  was  a  black  man's  government  and  must  be  ruled  by  black 
men  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  thati 

Q.  Then  which  party,  in  your  opinion,  has  endeavored  to  draw  the 
color  line  in  Mississippi  the  more  strongly  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  hardly 
how  to  answer  that.  That  is  generally  conceded,  however.  It  is  gen- 
erally said,  you  know,  that  the  white  people  never  would  permit  the  buick 
people  to  rule ;  that  they  would  not  do  that.  But  I  would  like  to  make 
a  remark  there  explanatory  of  that,  which  is  this :  That  while  it  may 
be  true  that  the  whites  are  as  much  to  blame  (and  I  expect  they  are) 
in  regard  to  these  difficulties  between  the  races  as  the  other  side,  yet 
we  are  not  in  a  condition  in  the  South,  the  Republicans  are  not,  to  con- 
test that  question. 

Q.  Whyf— A.  Well,  I  thought  that  was  generally  known  all  over  the 
South  here.  1  do  not  know  a  smgle  county  in  the  South  or  in  Mississippi 
that  has  elected  a  Bepublican  ticket.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  Con- 
gressman from  the  South  who  is  in  Congress  by  Bepublican  votes  fh>m 
a  single  State  in  the  South.  Now,  how  does  that  happen  t  There  are 
many  places  where  the  Bepublicans  are  in  a  majority. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  How  about  Mr.  Jeffords  in  your  State  [Mississippi],  and  Mr.  Kel- 
logg in  this  State  [Louisiana]  f — ^A.  There  may  beafew  Congressmen,  bat 
a  very  few.  But  I  do  not  know  a  county  in  Mississippi  which  voted  the 
Bepublican  ticket. 

By  Mr.  CjiHESON : 

Q.  Are  there  counties  in  Mississippi  in  which,  in  your  opinion,  tbe  Be- 
publicans are  in  a  m  ajority  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  in  a  majority  in  the  State  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  taking  the 
negro  and  counting  him  as  a  Bepublican. 

Q.  Well,  taking  those  whom  you  believe  to  be  Bepublicans,  the  Be- 
publicans are  in  a  majority  in  the  State,  in  your  opinion  t— A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  How  large  a  Democratic  majority  was  counted  in  your  State  at 
the  last  State  election f — ^A,  I  do  not  remember;  it  was  pretty  large, 
though. 

Q.  How  do  you  understand  that  that  majority  was  obtained  I    Yoo 
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can  state  in  geDeral  torms.— A.  I  do  not  know ;  I^ever  have  had  any 
informatiou. 

Q.  You  have  given  your  opinions  very  freely  on  some  snbjebts,  and 
yen  may  give  your  opinion  on  that  subject. — ^A.  Well,  if  I  had  to  give 
an  opinion  on  that  I  would  say  that  there  must  have  been  something 
wrong  ill  some  way  in  the  count. 

Q.  Was  it  not  obtained  by  bulldozing  and  cheating  in  your  opinion! — 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  bulldozing.  I  never  heard  of  any 
or  any  counting  out  really,  but  then  I  always  believed  there  was.  In 
oar  county  I  think  it  was  a  fair  election,  but  in  the  State  election  there 
was  a  box  shot  into. 

Q.  By  which  party  was  that  box  shot  into,  do  you  understand  f — A. 
I  never  heard  who  did  it,  but  the  supposition  was  it  was  done  by  some 
of  the  Demo<*mts.  I  will  say  this,  though,  for  Copiah  County,  about  that 
Ik>x,  that  I  do  not  believe  it  was  a  regularly  organized  system  with  the 
Democrats  to  do  so.    I  think  they  wanted  a  fair  election. 

Q.  Was  that  a  box  at  which  there  was  a  Republican  or  a  Democratic 
majority  f — A.  A  Republican  majority.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
Democrats  in  Copiah  County  intended  to  have  a  fair  election,  at  that 
election. 

Q.  What  year  was  thatf — A.  That  was  in  1881.  So  far  as  Copiah 
County  is  concerned,  as  I  said  before,  I  think  it  has  been  as  a  general 
thing  a  fair  election.  There  has  been  very  little  fraud  or  bulldozing  in 
that  county.  I  expect  it  has  been  one  of  the  fairest  counties  in  the 
State. 

Q.  How  did  the  vote  stand  as  between  the  two  parties  in  Copiah 
County  in  1881  as  counted!— A.  It  was  very  close.  In  1881  King  car- 
ried the  county  for  governor;  I  think  he  got  a  majority  of  7  votes  out 
of  that  box.  I  do  not  remember  whether  any  other  Independent  was 
elected  or  not  in  that  election     King  got  a  majority  vote. 

Q«  What  majority  of  Republican  votes  was  it  understood  were  polled 
at  the  box  that  was  shot  intof — A.  It  was  a  considerable  majority ;  it 
was  not  a  very  large  box ;  50  or  75,  perhaps,  majority. 

Q.  If  it  had  been  counted  was  it  enough  to  change  the  whole  result 
in  tiie  election  of  county  officers  f — A.  I  never  thought  so.  I  think  Mc- 
Neil and  whoever  was  running  with  him— I  am  satisfied  they  would 
have  been  elected  if  that  had  been  counted. 

Q.  They  were  running  for  the  legislature  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were 
the  two  candidates  for  representatives,  and  I  think  would  have  been 
elected,  but  it  would  have  been  very  close  as  to  Matthews.  I  will  give 
yon  my  opinion :  I  thought  he  would  not  have  been  elected  even  if  that 
box  had  been  counted,  but  he  thought  he  would  have  been,  but  I  just 
judged  myself  that  he  would  not  have  been.  It  would  have  been  yery 
close.  - 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  Democratic  candidates  refhse  to  accept  their  offices, 
notwithstanding  that  box  was  shot  into  t — A.  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Q.  Did  you  everliear  of  a  Democratic  candidate  for  office  in  Missis- 
sippi refusing  to  accept  his  office  because  bulldozing  and  fraud  had 
given  him  an  apparent  majority! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  any- 
thing of  that  sort^ 

Q.  You  can  state  what  the  character  of  the  canvass  in  Copiah  County 
last  fail  was. — ^A.  Well,  I  will  tell  you  how  I  viewed  that  canvass  last 
faU.  As  I  said  a  while  ago,  I  thought,  without  any  Democrat  particu- 
larly telling  me  so,  that  their  intention  was  to  put  out  such  a  ticket  as 
would  win  the  colored  vote,  men  who  are  personally  popular  with  the 
negroes,  and  they  did  put  out  such  a  ticket,  as  I  thought.    They  went 
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to  work  in  the  old-fashjoned  way  of  electioneering,  going  aroand  to  the 
colored  people's  honses,  to  their  charches,  meeting  them  on  the  hjways 
and  highways,  and  electioneered  with  them  in  the  old-fashioned  style^ 
attempting  to  win  it,  yon  know,  by  a  plain  electioneering  on  acooant  of 
the  popularity  of  their  candidates.  That  style  of  electioneering  con- 
tinned  on  until  the  ezdtement  got  up,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  they 
were  making  some  headway  in  that  regard,  making  inroads  in  the  ranks 
of  the  other  party  on  that  plain  style  of  election.  Both  sides  were  work- 
ing hard,  doing  sdl  they  could.  The  Democrats  seemed  to  take  that  con- 
servative conrse  at  first. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  afterwards! — A.  W«tll,  this  excitement  arose. 
This  mob,  as  they  cabled  it  afterwards,  came  up  and  even  that,  ftom  what 
I  knew  of  the  matter,  I  could  not  say  that  that  was  an  orgtmized  system; 
on  the  contrary,  I  did  not  think  it  was,  but  then  it  was  only  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  opinion. 

Q.  About  how  many  did  yon  understand  were  engaged  in  the  mob, 
as  you  thought! — A.  I  did  not  think  there  were  over  one  hundred  or 
even  that  many.    Some  thought  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  from  report  or  otherwise,  some  of  those  who  were 
engaged  in  it! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  expect  I  knew  all  of  them.  I  am  well 
acquainted  there. 

Q.  You  can  state  what  the  character  and  reputation  of  those  men  who 
were  engaged  in  that  mob  is  in  your  county,  as  a  general  thing. — ^A.  Well^ 
that  is  this  way :  There  were  a  great  many  young  men  in  that  mob, 
they  were  principally  young  men,  I  think,  that  have  a  good  character 
there.  It  is  like  it  would  be  in  almost  any  community  where  an  excite- 
ment gets  up,  and  a  great  many  youn^  fellows  would  go  in  for  fan,  yon 
know,  and  amusement,  and  be  drawn  into  it  that  are  gentlemen  of  good 
character  and  do  things  which  they  would  regret ;  there  would  be  things 
done  which  they  would  regret.  I  think  there  were  a  good  many  young 
fellows  in  that  raid  who  had  good  characters,  who  were  honest,  paid 
their  debts,  attended  church,  and  were  generally  moral  youngmen.  Bat 
the  excitement  was  great,  and  they  fell  into  line  with  the  mob  going 
along,  thinking  that  perhaps  nothing  would  be  done,  except  perhaps 
having  a  little  fun,  with  no  idea  of  killing,  a  good  many  of  them;  jast 
drawn  into  it  by  degrees. 

Q.  You  can  state  whether  or  not  the  older,  and  as  you  say  more  con- 
servative. Democrats  attempted  to  put  down  that  mob ;  and,  if  so,  what 
tuey  did  in  that  direction. — ^A.  Now^  as  to  that  I  do  not  believe  that 
around  Hazlehurst  there  where  we  hve  that  the  Democrats  knew  any- 
thing of  that  until  after  it  was  gotten  up ;  I  do  not  think  so.  I  was 
present,  I  remember,  when  a  company  came  from  beat  3  up  there 
for  xixe  cannon ;  I  was  present  when  they  applied  for  it,  and  the  man 
who  held  it  refused  to  let  them  have  it  They  said  they  wanted  it  to 
carry  beat  3  and  beat  the  candidates  there  for  supervisors,  and  they 
were  going  to  have  a  speaking  there;  had  made  an  appointment  for 
four  or  five  speeches  in  beat  3,  and  wanted  to  use  the  cannon  there 
for  demonstrations.  Mr.  Ellis,  who  had  charge  of  it,  said  I  don't  want 
3'ou  to  take  the  cannon  down  there.  They  were  discussing  it  as  a  can- 
vass. They  hunted  for  speakers.  They  got  Joe  Bailey  and  some  other 
young  lawyers  to  go  down  there  and  make  speeches.  When  they  got 
ready  to  start  they  ssud,  we  will  take  some  of  the  crowd  with  us  to  have 
a  good  audience,  and  as  they  went  along  during  the  12  or  15  mUes  Uie 
young  fellows  fell  in. 

Q.  You  understood  they  were  armed  fsenerally  ! — A.  I  did  not  see 
them  myself,  but  I  understood  afterwards  they  were  armed.    Of  coarse 
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yoa  know  their  idea  was  that  they  wanted  to  make  a  big  noise  and  fire 
off  cannon  there,  and  they  had  one  mode  of  electioneering  and  it  had 
always  been  so  for  ten  or  fifteen  years.  The  Democrats  always  shot 
off  that  cannon  in  the  campaign.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was  for,  hardly, 
except  to  make  a  noise  and  demonstration. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Print  Matthews  was  not  on  this  ticket  this  year  f — ^A.  No,  sir ; 
but  his  brother  was. 

Q.  Was  he  not  a  man  of  good  character,  and  popular  and  highly  es- 
teemed— I  meiiu  Leon  Matthews! — ^A.  It  was  understood  this  way ;  I 
will  tell  you  how  that  was. 

Q.  laskyou  whether  he  was  not  a  man  of  good  character  f — A.  There 
was  no  difi'erence  between  him  and  Print. 

Q.  But  was  he  not  a  man  of  good  character  and  popularly  esteemed 
in  the  county  apart  from  politics  f — A.  I  could  not  say  that  about  him 
with  the  whites. 

Q.  Now,  when  the  Republican  party  proper  was- running  prior  to 
within  the  last  few  years,  was  the  line  largely  drawn  in  fact — I  do  not 
mean  with  the  Kepublicans,  to  put  it  on  that  ground,  but  was  it  not 
drawn  in  fact — between  the  races  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  not  very  few  whites  who  voted  with  them  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  But  at  that  time  you  voted  with  the  Republican  party  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  This  last  year  were  there  not  500  or  COO  whites,  formerly  Demo- 
crats voting  with  the  Independent  party  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Well,  were  there  not  a  large  number,  at  any  rate  f — A.  There  were 
a  good  many,  but  I  do  not  think  there  were  so  many  as  that 

Q.  We  have  heard  many  here  who  said  they  were  Democrats  and 
SQpported  this  ticket  last  year.  Now,  without  questioning  the  number^ 
were  there  not  any  more  whites  voting  with  this  Independent  ticket  last 
fall  and  supporting  it  than  have  acted  previously  with  the  Repub- 
licaDs  t — A.  I  expect  there  were. 

Q.  Then,  so  far — without  regard  to  whether  that  was  a  prudent  way 
to  vote  a  party  that  Matthews  was  in — so  far  that  tended  to  destroy  the 
color  line  when  they  got  up  a  party  where  you  say  some  of  the  negroes 
were  going  to  the  Democrats  and  several  hundred  whites  were  coming 
to  the  Independents  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  tendency  was  that  way  to  that 
extent 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  not  a  good  leader; 
I  niiderstood  that  T — A.  I  want  to  make  myself  fully  understood  on  that 
point 

Q.  I  understand  you,  I  think,  fully.  But  I  want  you  to  answer  the 
question  first.  Was  not  the  Independent  ticket  (I  am  not  speaking 
now  of  Leon  Matthews,  whom  I  understand  you  have  given  an  opinion 
of)  generally  composed  of  men  of  respectable,  worthy  character  f — A. 
McNeil  and  Bridewell  are  good  men.  I  do  not  think  1  can  call  to  mind 
aoyof  the  Independent  candidates,  but  so  far  as  I  know 

Q.  So  far  as  you  knew  they  were! — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  county  ticket. 

Q.  McNeil  and  Bridewell  were  on  the  legislative  ticket  I — A.  Yes, 
^;  I  am  speaking  of  the  county  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Cameron: 
Q.  Mr.  Enochs  was  a  candidate  for  chancery  clerk.    What  kind  of  a 
man  was  he  f — A.  He  was  a  good  man. 
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Q.  And  Mr.  Barlow  f — A.  He  was  a  very  good  man. 

Q.  And  the  candidate  for  treasurer,  Mr.  Haley  f — A.  He  wsa  a 
straight  Democrat.  I  thought  he  onght  to  be  a  good  man,  or  ought  to 
liave  been  <*on8idered  so. 

Q.  How  about  the  assessor,  Mr.  Terry  t — A.  Well,  he  is  a  good  iiiau. 

Q.  And  the  candidate  for  coroner  and  ranger,  Mr.  Akinf^A.  Yes, 
fiirj  Mr.  Akin  is  a  very  clever  fellow. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Then  they  had  a  movement  in  which  they  had  put  up  a  wortliy 
.-and  respectable  ticket,  and  which  had  been  joined  by  a  considerable 
number  of  white  men  who  had  formerly  voted  against  the  party  to 
^hich  the  colored  men  had  given  their  adherence  in  the  past  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  fact  this  year! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  yon  think  some  of  the  colored  men  were 
prepared  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket! — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  few. 

Q.  And  I  understand  you,  also,  that  the  colored  men  were  moved 
^usually  (1  am  not  speaking  now  of  this  election  alone,  but  of  electioua 
generally)  by  an  appeal  to  them  as  Bcpublicaust — A.  Yes,  sit;  I  think 
they  were. 

Q.  More  than  by  any  race  feeling! — A.  I  think  that  was  a  stronger 
feeling  with  them. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  the  colored  men  said  ^<  we  band  ourselves  together 
to  vote  against  the  white  men  because  they  are  of  a  different  race,^  but 
they  said  ''we  vote  with  a  particular  party,  which  for  something  which 
has  happened  in  the  past,  we  like."  Now,  do  you  think  that  a  oouditioo 
of  things  such  as  you  have  descri^^ed  in  your  last  answer  warrants  such 
proceedings  as  have  been  detailed  to  us  as  having  taken  place  in  tbat 
<K)unty  to  carry  the  election  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  say  that 

Q.  You  do  not  approve  of  this  going  to  men's  houses  after  miduigbc 
and  the  various  other  acts  which  have  been  described  here  T — ^A.  Ko, 
sir. 

Q.  The  Democratic  ticket  which  was  elected  was  composed,  I  under- 
stand you,  of  the  respectable  and  conservative  class  of  persons  which 
jon  say  make  up  the  body  of  the  Democratic  citizens  of  that  county  f— 
A.  I  thought  so. 

Q.  Did  any  one  of  those  persons,  to  your  knowledge,  come  ont  and 
denounce  the  proceedings  which  were  going  on  and  protest  against 
them  as  they  were  going  on  f — A.  I  did  not  hear  it.  It  waa  only  a  day 
or  so  before  the  election  when  it  took  place. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  i>ersons  elected  refuse  to  take  an  office  becaase  of 
these  acts! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Has  there  been  auy  inquiry  or  investigation  of  the  matter  by  any 
of  the  public  authorities  of  Mississippi,  so  far  as  you  know,  by  the  leg- 
islature, or  any  other  body  of  men t — A.  Ko,  sir;  not  that  I  know  oC 

ByMr.  Gambbon: 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  the  Bepublieans  or  Independents  to  go 
around  electioneering  with  shot-guns  f — A.  Ko,  sir;  I  never  did. 

Q.  Do  you  Justify  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews! — A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  think  it  was  a  proper  thing  for  the  common  eooneil  of 
Hazlehurst,  after  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews,  to  elect  the  nsn  who 
Killed  him  town  marshal  f — A.  Ko,  sir ;  I  thought  that  wan  unlortii- 
Aate;  not  proper. 

Q.  Yon  would  be  willing  to  use  a  stronger  term  than  nnfortonate; 
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woaldn't  you  think  it  was  improper! — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  I  think  it  was  im- 
proper. 

Q.  Do  know  whether  any  Democratic  newspaper  pablished  in  the 
county  of  Copiah  gave  an  account  of  the  killing  of  Tom  WalJis,  the 
shooting  of  Frank  Hayes,  the  shooting  into  the  negroes'  houses,  and 
the  various  outrages  which  it  is  said  were  perpetrated  during  that  cam- 
paign f— -A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  Have  seen  anything  of 
the  sort ;  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Q.  How  many  Democratic  papers  are  published  in  the  county  t — A. 
Three,  I  believe,  are  called  Democratic  papers. 

Q.  They  are  weekly  papers  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  usually  see  them  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  remember  seeing  any  account  of  it  f — ^A.  I  ncrver 
saw  any  account  that  I  remember.  It  might  have  been  that  the  Copi- 
ahian  mentioned  the  killing.  I  think  it  mentioned  the  killing  of  Tom 
Wallis. 

Q.  Was  there  any  mention  of  it  in  the  Signal  t— A.  No,  sir.  The 
Gopialiian  was  rather  regarded,  I  think,  though,  as  an  Independent 
paper;  some  thought  it  was. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  spoke  of  certain  things  which  were  imputed  to  Mr.  Matthews^ 
sQch  as  being  persistent  in  pursuing  his  political  ends,  pulling  every 
string,  or  some  such  phrase  you  used.  Do  you  not  hear  that  imputation 
constantly  made  against  political  leaders  all  over  the  country,  great  and 
small f — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  deal. 

Q.  It  is  the  common  belief  of  people,  about  the  leaders  of  their  politi* 
cal  opponents,  is  it  notf — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  deal.  But  I  want  to  be 
understood  on  that  qnes'ion,  in  regard  to  my  opposition  to  Mr.  Mat- 
thews. I  put  it  on  a*  different  ground.  I  say  that  there  was  a  large 
Independent  element  there,  or  conservative  element,  among  the  whites 
^hat  Mr.  Matthews  antagonized. 

Q.  It  would  have  succeeded  better  under  some  other  leaders  1 — A^ 
The  Independent  party,  I  think,  would  have  organized  better  if  he  had 
gotten  oui  of  the  way.    He  had  run  there  for  sixteen  years. 

Q.  How  many  white  Democrats,  in  your  judgment,  would  have  joined 
the  Inde|)endent  party  if  Mr.  Matthews  had  not  been  in  it  t — ^A.  A  large 
namber.  I  think  there  are  700  or  800  white  men  there  not  wedded  to 
the  Democracy,  and  I  think  those 

Q.  I  wapt  to  get  at  the  particular  facts  about  the  number.  Your  esti- 
mate is  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  Mr.  Matthews  being  the  leader  of  tliTM 
movement  there  would  have  been  700  or  800  men  who  would  have  joined 
the  party  f — A.  I  will  not  say  that  exactly. 

Q.  You  think  there  were  as  many  as  GOO  f — A.  Wei),  it  would  have 
been  much  larger. 

Q.  That  is  very  indefinite! — ^A.  I  take  it  that  the  men  who  votetl  for 
Ainsworth,  if  they  had  been  in,  and  how  many  more  I  do  not  know.  I 
know  th^*e  was  a  large  element  of  whites  who  refused  to  go  into  tli|a 
campaign  and  vote  the  Independent  ticket  on  account  of  that  map,  whom 
I  could  nanie. 

By  Mr.  JoKAS: 
Q.  Has  there  been  any  term  of  the  circuit  court  or  any  grand  jury 
organized  in  Oopiah  County  since  the  election  f — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  When  is  the  next  term  t — ^A.  It  is  in  April. 
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By  Mr.  Cameeon  : 

Q.  Is  it  asaal  to  have  offenders  arrested  and  have  an  examiDation  be- 
fore some  examining  officer,  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  some  other  officer, 
and  boand  over,  when  the  grand  jury  is  not  in  session  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
that  is  the  proper  way  to  do  it.  It  would  be  to  have  the  party  charged 
brought  before  some  oommitting  magistrate  to  investigate  the  matter. 

Q.  Has  that  been  done,  to  your  knowledge, in  these  cases!— A.  Ihis 
man  Wheeler  was  bound  over  by  the  justice,  but  I  understood  that  he 
made  no  investigation,  which  I  think  was  improper.  I  think  he  oaglit 
to  have  made  an  investigation  of  the  facts. 

Q.  How  was  it  with  regard  to  the  persons  who  are  alleged  to  have 
committed  the  other  offenses  in  the  county  ? — A.  As  to  the  killing  of 
Tom  Wallis,  I  never  heard  of  any  investigation  as  to  that;  and  as  to 
the  whippings,  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  of  any  investigation  of 
them.    There  was  one  case  where  a  party  was  brought  up,  I  think. 

Q.  That  was  for  burning  a  house  f — A.  No,  sir ;  another  case  where 
a  negro  was  shot  and  the  party  was  arrested,  I  think. 

Q.  Is  it  your  understanding  that  he  was  bound  over  by  the  commit- 
ting magistrate  f — A.  I  do  not  know  how  that  went  off';  I  disremembcr. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  capital  offenses  bailable  in  your  State! — A.  Murder  is  not. 

Q.  Is  setting  fire  to  a  house  in  the  night-time  a  bailable  offense  f— A. 
I  think  so. 

Q.  Is  that  not  arson  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  arson  a  capital  offense  f — A.  I  think  that  is  a  bailable  of- 
fense in  Mississippi.  I  could  find  out  by  looking  at  the  statute  of  the 
State — no,  I  am  not  certain,  I  believe  it  is  not  a  bailable  offense. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury: 
Q.  The  mere  fact  that  a  man  is  charged  with  arson  or  murder  is  do 
proof  that  he  has  committed  arson  or  murder,  is  it  f — A.  iio,  sirj  the 
mere  fact  that  he  is  charged  with  it  is  not. 

T.  J.  Wharton  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f — Answer.  In  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q.  Are  you  now  on  the  bench  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  your  judicial  district  embrace  Copiah  County! — ^A.  Yes,sir; 
it  embraces  the  counties  of  Copiah,  Hinds,  Madison,  and  Yazoo— the 
ninth  judicial  district. 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  in  the  county  of  Copiah  t — A.  Pretty 
generally.  I  have  resided  for  more  than  forty-five  years  in  the  adjoin- 
ing county  of  Hinds.  In  the  fifteen  months  1  have  been  on  thebeocli 
in  that  district  I  have  become  generally  acquainted  with  the  people, 

Q.  Have  you  experienced  any  trouble  in  the  discharge  of  your  dnties 
as  a  judge  from  the  manner  in  which  the  grand  juries  are  manipulated 
in  Copiah  County  f — A.  More,  sir,  than  in  all  my  district  besides. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  sometimes  of  i  he  grand  juries ;  I  do  not  speak 
of  all  the  grand  juries,  but  the  character  of  men  who  are  sometimes 
selected  and  placed  npon  grand  juries  there  f — A.  The  grand  juries  are 
selected  by  the  board  of  8U|>ervisors,  as  the  committee  are  aware,  prob- 
ably. The  court  in  Copiah  County  met  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  October, 
1882,  which  was  the  first  term  at\^hich  I  pret^ided,  and  theVeek  follow- 
ing ray  appointment,  on  ray  arrival  in  town,  at  Hazlehnrst,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  opening  of  that  term  of  court,  belbre  daylight,  I  was  met  by 
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very  many  promineDt  citizens  of  the  county,  men  whom  I  had  known  long, 
and  informed  that  the  grand  jury,  or  body  of  men  who  had  been  select^ 
by  the  board  of  supervisors  as  the  grand  jury  for  that  term  of  court,  were 
Tery  obnoxious,  and  had  been  selected  with  a  special  reference  to  the 
iDstitution  of  political  prosecutions,  as  it  was  stated  to  me,  against  the 
best  men  of  the  county.  They  appealed  to  me  to  know  if  there  was  no 
means  of  correcting  that  abuse  of  power  as  exercised  by  the  board  of 
supervisors  in  the  selection  of  that  gi'and  jury.  There  was  a  large  num- 
ber of  people  assembled  in  the  court-room  at  theorganization  of  the  court. 
The  first  judicial  act  was  the  organization  of  that  grand  jury.  Eeferring 
to  the  statutes  regulating  the  duties  of  grand  jurors  and  prescribing  ex- 
emptions, disgualifications,  and  privileges,  I  inquired  of  the  body  if  any 
of  them  fell  within  those  classes  thus  enumerated.  Several  did,  three  or 
foar  probably,  such  as  those  who  were  overseers  of  public  roads  or  had 
been  within  one  or  two  years  before  that  term  of  court,  or  keepers  of 
public  ferries,  public  mills,  and  public  gins,  teachers  of  public  schools, 
physicians  engaged  in  the  actual  practice  of  their  profession,  constitut- 
ing a  very  considerable  class,  or  who  had  served  upon  the  grand  jury 
within  one  or  two  terms  previously.  The  result  of  that  examination 
into  their  qualifications  was  that  probably 

Q.  Judge,  I  desire  to  come  to  thin  fact.  Had  not  complaints  been 
usual  in  that  county  of  the  manner  in  which  the  grand  juries  had  been 
selected  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  most  grievous  and  oft-repeated,  and  by  the 
das8  of  men  whom  I  have  known  longest  and  best,  and  by  a  class  of 
citizens  of  the  highest  character  there. 

Q.  You  say  it  has  been  a  general  complaint  that  the  grand  juries 
have  been  manipulated  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  political  oppo- 
nents. 

Tho  Ghaibman.  He  has  not  used  the  word  "  manipulated." 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  I  beg  pardon  |  I  was  asking  him  a  question,  and  £ 
have  a  right  to  pat  that  question  m  my  own  language,  and  the  judge 
€an  answer  it  as  he  sees  proper.  I  do  not  intend,  as  a  member  of  this 
committee,  that  every  suggestion  I  make  shall  be  interrupted  by  the 
chairman  of  this  committee  without  my  earnest  protect.  I  have  my 
rights  and  will  assert  them  in  defiance  of  the  chairman  or  the  majority 
of  the  committee.  I  propounded  a  question  in  which  I  used  the  word 
"manipulated."  To  that  an  objection  is  made.  I  never  have  seen  iu 
the  conduct  of  a  case,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  even,  such  captious, 
unnecessary,  and  uncalled  for  criticisms  or  remarks  made  by  any  i)er- 
sous.  I  do  not  like  to  have  to  say  these  things  to  any  member  of  this 
committee,  but  I  feel  bound  to  assert  my  rights  in  this  matter. 

The  Chaibman.  The  statement  you  made  was  that  the  witness  had 
said  that  the  grand  jury  had  been  manipulated.  You  did  not  put  a 
qnestion,  as  I  understood  it;  you  made  a  statement. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  1  intended  it  as  a  question,  and  wanted  the  answer 
of  the  witness. 

The  Chaibman.  You  made  it  as  a  statement,  and  it  went  in  the  record 
as  a  statement. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  I  intended  it  as  a  question,  in  order  to  obtain  an  an- 
swer from  the  witness,  and  I  was  interrupted  in  it.  It  is  unpleasant  for 
me  in  the  minority,  and  capable  of  being  overruled  by  the  majority — I 
say  it  is  unpleasant  for  me  to  resent  anything  that  is  done. 

The  Chaibman.  Whenever  you  make  a  statement  which  seems  to  be 
incorrect  as  to  what  a  witness  has  stated  1  hold  it  to  be  my  duty  to  cor- 
rect that  statement,  no  matter  how  many  times  I  have  to  do  it. 
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» 

Mr.  Saulsbuey.  When  the  chairman  of  this  committee  impertinently 
interferes  with  my  mode  of  interrogating  a  witness  I  intend  to  object  to  it. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  your  right.  Perhaps  you  had  better  pro(^ 
with  your  examination.  « 

The  Witness.  I  would  be  glad  before  you  repeat  that  question,  to 
conclude  a  remark  I  made  in  reference  to  the  organization  of  the  grand 
jury,  only  a  word.  I  said  with  regard  to  that  examination  into  the 
qualifications  of  the  jurors  that  a  considerable  number  were  excluded 
as  falling  withiu  the  classes  of  tbe  persons  who  are  exempt  or  disquali- 
fied, and  I  then  ordered  the  sheriff  to  supply  the  places  of  those  who 
had  been  thus  excused  on  account  of  exemptions,  with  a  like  number  of 
the  best  citizens  of  Copiah  County,  without  reganl  to  r^ii*^  or  political 
parties,  with  instructions  that  if  he  did  not  find  them  in  the  moMtude 
then  assembled  in  the  court-room,  not  to  confine  himself  to  the  limits  of 
the  court-room  or  the  town  of  Hazlehurst,  and  that  I  would  allow  him 
ample  time  to  report.  The  meeting  of  the  court  thereupon  adjcumnl 
until  3  o'clock,  at  which  hour  he  reported  the  names  of  others,  making 
the  full  complement  of  what  is  allowed  by  law.  I  required  the  fall  com- 
plement, as  I  am  in  the  habit  of  doing  it  every  term  of  my  court. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuey: 

Q.  I  will  now  rei>eat  the  question  which  I  propounded.  Has  it  or 
has  it  not  been  a  general  complaint  in  Copiah  County  that  all  the  grand 
juries  of  that  county  had  been  manipulated  for  the  purpose  of  prosecut- 
ing political  opponents! — A.  I  answer  your  question  in  its  terms;  it 
has,  very  earnestly  and  very  emphatically. 

Q.  I  want  to  follow  that  with  another  question.  Has  it  not  been  gen- 
erally asserted  and  believed  that  it  was  through  the  influeuce  of  Mr. 
Matthews  that  the  grand  juries  were  thus  manipulated  f — A.  Whether 
with  or  without  foundation  I  know  not,  but  he  was  represented  to  me 
as  the  controlling  spirit  in  the  matter.  I  did  not  know  Mr.  Matthews 
personally,  and  had  never  seen  him  in  my  life  to  my  knowledge  until 
that  term  of  the  court. 

Q.  Had  you  or  bad  you  not  an  interview  with  Print  Matthews  in 
Hazlehurst  some  short  tinde  before  the  election  f — ^A.  The  last  term  of 
the  Copiah  court  began  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  October  last,  which  I 
believe  was  about  the  24th  day  of  the  month.  The  election  occurred 
on  the  7th  of  November  succeeding.  I  had  concluded  the  labors  of  the 
court — the  entire  docket,  civil  and  criminal,  with  theexception  of  thedass 
of  cases  in  which  Mr.  Miller,  then  a  candidate  for  district  attorney, 
and  actively  engaged  in  the  canvass,  was  counseL  It  had  been  agreed 
between  him  and  opposing  counsel  that,  those  cases,  with  the  pennis- 
sion  of  the  court,  should  stand  over  until  after  the  election,  to^naWe 
him  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  canvass.  Accordingly  on  the  Thurs- 
day evening  preceding  the  election  on  the  following  Tunewlay,  the  grand 
jnry  having  concluded  their  labors,  and  made  an  oflicial  report,  they 
wore  discharged  for  the  term.  It  was  then  about  dusk.  The  court  ad- 
jonrued  over  until  the  following  Wednesday  morning,  when  it  would 
muet  only  to  consider  Mr.  Millers  cases.  Passing  from  the  oourt-poom, 
which  was  above  stairs,  two  men  stood  midway  of  the  staircase.  Get- 
ting nearer  to  them  I  saw  that  one  was  Mr.  Gall  Matthews,  a  brother 
ot  Print  Matthews,  and  the  other  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Thompson- 
Ah  I  got  up  to  them  the  first  word  i  heard  passing  between  them,  and 
they  were  standing  almost  in  contact,  was  this:  With  his  finger  almost 
thrust  into  Mr.  Mattl^ews's  face,  and  with  a  most  threatening  demonsii  t- 
tion,  Mr.  Thompson  said,  "Go  slow,  sir;  go  slow,*  sir I'^  with  the  finger 
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almost  throBt  into  tbe  face  of  Mr.  Matthews,  "Go  slow,  sirl'^  His 
whole  manner  was  so  threatening  and  so  violent  that  it  caused  me  to 
say  instantly,  "I  arrest  you  both;  there  shall  be  no  disturbance  here  I '^ 
They  separated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  Mr%  Thompson  was  that! — A.  I  did  not  know  the  man.  I 
learned  that  it  was  Mr.  F.  M.  Thompson.  He  had  been  pointed  ont  to 
me  in  the  court  room  as  a  witness  in  a  case.  The  parties  separated,  Mr* 
Mattbews  ^oing  up  into  the  court-room  and  »VIr.  Thompson  following 
me  down  the  stairs.  He  said,  "  Judge,  I  am  not  res^wnsible  for  the  al- 
tercation between  that  man  and  myself.  Passing  him,  I  spoke  to  him 
politely,  and  he  insulted  me,  as  you  heard.'^  That  was  all  that  I  recol- 
lect We  separated.  That  night,  an  hour  or  two,  perhaps,  after  that 
time,  Major  Foote,  the  district  attorney,  and  myself,  who  occupied  tht> 
same  room  at  the  hotel,  were  standing  upon  the  street  near  the  hotel 
with  a  party  of  friends,  and  Print  Matthews  passed  and  called  Major 
Foote  aside.  He  quickly  returned  and  said  to  me,  '<  Mr.  Matthews 
wishes  to  see  us  at  our  room.'^ 

Q.  Wno  did  he  call  aside  f — A.  Print  Matthews  passed  and  called 
Major  Foote,  the  district  attoruey,  aside.  Major  Foote  quickly  returned 
and  said  to  me,  "^  Mr.  Matthews  wishes  to  see  us  at  our  room.*^  Enter- 
ing the  room,  I  observed  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  under  a  high  state 
of  excitement.  Major  Foote  lay  down  upon  the  bed.  Mr.  Matthews 
drew  up  a  chair  near  to  me.  He  said :  "  Judge,  I  am  very  sorry 
that  you  witnessed  the  altercation  upon  the  stairway,  between  my 
brother  and  Mr.  Thompson.''  I  replied :  *'  I  am  very  glad  1  did ;  1 
am  quite  sure  that  I  saved  the  life  of  one  or  both  by  instantly  or- 
dering them  under  arrest.''  Mr.  Matthews  said  that  Mr.  Thompson^ 
iu  company  with  an  armed  posse,  all  disguised,  went  to  the  house  of  a 
peaceable,  unoffending  negix>  man — whose  name,  if  he  gave  it,  I  do  not 
recollect — at  the  hour  of  midnight,  and  murdered  him  in  cold  blood  one 
night  last  week.  ^^  And  now  I  have  information  that  another  armed 
b(Kiy  of  men  will  leave  this  town  to-night  on  a  similar  marauding  or 
murderous  expedition."  Said  I :  ^'  Who  are  they,  Mr.  Matthews  t  Give 
me  their  names  and  I  will  immediately  dispatch  the  sheriff  with  a  posse 
in  pursuit  of  them,  with  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  every  man  of  the 
party,  let  him  be  of  what  race  or  political  party  he  may."  He  said  that 
would  amount  to  nothing ;  that  the  sheriff  would  probably  decline  to 
execute  the  process ;  that  the  matter  had  been  brought  to  the  attentiou 
of  the  grand  jury  before  its  adjournment  and  they  had  taken  no  action 
upon  it;  that  it  was  in  vain  to  appeal  to  the  officers  of  the  law  for  the 
protection  of  himself  or  any  of  his  family  or  party;  that  there  was  a 
conspiracy,  as  he  believed,  to  murder  him  and  his  brothers,  or  members 
of  his  family,  and  all  for  a  mere  honest  difference  of  politicnl  opinion ;  that 
be  had  had  four  uncles  murdere<1  in  cold  blood,  but  that  the  death  of  the 
last  one  of  them  had  been  avenged ;  that  on  taking  leave  of  his  two  sons, 
who  went  off  to  the  university  at  Oxford  a  few  weeks  before,  holding 
their  hands  in  his  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  said  to  them :  ^'  My 
sons,  I  know  not  at  what  moment  you  will  be  summone<l  home  to  avenge 
the  assassination  of  your  father."  And  they  replied,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  that  they  would  be  ready  to  obey  the  summons.  "  Now,"  he  said^ 
^  when  this  crisis  is  forced  upon  us,  and  my  family  are  to  be  extermi- 
nated— we  who  have  lived  here  all  our  lives  and  have  all  our  interests 
here — ^there  are  three  or  four  men  I  would  like  to  kill  (not  naming  them) 
and  then  I  would  never  lay  my  head  upon  a  pillow  nor  sleep  beneath 
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the  roof  of  a  bouse  while  I  live,  but  accept  it  as  a  declaration  of  war 
against  my  race  and  my  family ;  I  wouhl  proclaim  war  myself  against 
the  hnman  race,  and  go  to  the  woods  and  be  a  wild  man." 

Q.  Do  I  understand  yon  that  this  is  what  he  saiil  to  his  sons,  or  that 
the  part  about  their  coming,  when  they  were  summoned  ended  itt— A. 
I  am  repeating  the  conversation.  It  made  such  an  impression  on  my 
mind  that  I  could  repeat  it  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  taken  down  by  a 
stenographer. 

Q.  I  ask  you  where  what  he  told  you  about  his  sons  stopped.— A. 
They  were  going  oflF  to  Oxford  University  a  few  weeks  before,  aod 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  said  to  them :  ^^  My  sons,  you  do  not  know 
at  what  moment — ^I  do  not  know  at  what  moment — ^you  may  be  sam- 
moned  home  to  avenge  the  assassination  of  your  father,"  and  they  re- 
plied, with  tears  in  their  ej'es,  that  they  wouhl  be  willing  to  obey  the 
summons. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
Q.  The  balance  or  remainder  is  what  he  said  to  youf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  then  said,  "Mr.  Matthews,  I  am  astonished  at  what  you  say.  You 
have  come  here  professedly  in  the  interest  of  peace,  of  law,  and  of  order, 
to  consult  the  judge  and  district  attorney  in  reference  to  abuses  and 
violations  of  law  threatened  or  committed,  and  when  asked  to  gire  the 
names  of  the  parties  you  decline  to  do  so,  and  say  that  if  process  were 
issued  for  them  the  oflScers  of  the  law  would  not  discharge  their  duty; 
and  it  seems  to  me  you  utter  the  most  violent  and  incendiary  langas^ 
I  have  ever  heard  from  human  lips.  I  implore  you  to  delist.  It  is  such 
language,  repeated  upon  the  one  side  or  the  other,  which  may  precipi- 
tate a  conflict  in  Copiah  County,  the  result  of  which  no  man  can  foresee. 
The  public  mind  is  in  a  very  high  state  of  excitement.  We  are  passing 
through  a  very  bitter  political  contest.  The  pa*<sion8  of  men  on  both 
sides  are  sufficiently  aroused  and  all  good  men  ought  to  make  an  effort 
to  allay  them."  The  interview  ended  there.  M^jor  Foote  was  the  only 
other  witness.    A  month  or  more  afterwards,  meeting  at  Yazoo  court 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  I  do  not  know  what  you  are  going  to  testify  to,  but  that  was  a 
month  afterwards  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  want  now  to  call  your  attention  to  the  testimony  of  a  witness 
here,  named  Jack  Thompson,  a  colored  man,  whom  I  am  informed  tes- 
tified that  he  heard  you  make  a  statement  that  you  presumed  the  Dem- 
ocrats would  carry  the  election,  and  they  must  carry  it.  He  gave  that 
out  at  the  time  for  the  purpose  of  creating  the  impression  that  you  en- 
couraged disorder.  I  want  to  know  what  you  have  to  say  about  that.— 
A.  I  read  his  testimony  as  detailed  before  the  committee  with  profound 
astonishment. 

Q,  Did  you  or  not  say A.  Allow  me  to  proceed  in  answer  to  the 

question.  The  question  is  a  broad  and  general  one,  sufficiently  so  to 
cover  all  the  matter  which  I  would  have  put  in  evidence  in  reply  to  a 
dozen  interrogatories.  It  is  sufficiently  comprehensive.  1  do  not  know 
that  I  eV'Or  saw  the  man  in  my  life.  The  statement  is  so  contradictoTy 
of  every  utterance  of  my  tongue,  public  or  private,  official  or  un- 
official, as  well  as  every  conviction  of  my  head  and  heart,  that  1  say, 
stating  it  it  most  mildly,  it  is  untrue.  There  is  no  man,  living  or 
dead,  who  ever  heard  me  say  that  in  public  or  in  private,  and  I 
have  participated  somewhat  actively  in  most  every  political  contest 
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in  the  State  of  Mississippi  siocc  1848,  and  more  largely  and  actively  in 
the  political  history  of  the  State  since  the  war  than  before.  It  is  im- 
possible that  a  sentiment  which  is  at  war  with  every  conviction  of  my 
head  and  heart  conid  ever  have  found  utterance  at  my  lips.  That  £ 
fdt  an  interest,  a  dcei)  interest,  in  the  result  of  the  canvass  there  and 
eiflewhere  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  is  true.  That  I  used,  and  ex- 
horted my  friends  to  use,  all  fair  and  honorable  means  and  legitimate 
means  to  secure  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party  is  equally  true. 
Only  a  knave  or  a  fool,  or  both,  could  find  in  anything  that  he  ever 
heard  me  say,  in  public  or  private,  a  sentiment  that  would  advise  or 
that  would  excuse  the  employment  of  force,  fraud,  or  violence,  intimi- 
dation, ballot-box  stuffing,  or  counting  of  fraudulent  votes.  1  should 
lose  my  self-respect  to  say  what  woulil  characterize  any  statements  to 
the  contrary.  I  say  more.  From  the  bench  in  the  court-house  in  that 
very  town — ^I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  a  member  of  the  grand  or 
petit  jury  or  not — but  in  my  charge  to  the  grand  jury  on  the  first  day  of 
that  term,  calling  their  attention  to  the  fact  that  they  were  passing 
through  a  canvass  of  unprecedented  violence,  and  it  behooved  all  good 
men,  of  all  parties  and  of  all  races,  to  observe  the  safeguards  which  the 
law  had  thrown  around  the  elective  franchise ;  I  charged  them  to  inves- 
tigate thoroughly  every  charge  of  interfering  and  tampering  with  the 
ballot-box  or  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise;  that  I  would  as  soon 
steal  my  neighbor's  horse  as  cheat  him  of  his  vote,  or  attempt  to  intim- 
idate him  or  overawe  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  free  choice  in  casting 
his  ballot.  That  I  said  to  the  grand  jury,  and  have  said  it  to  them  on 
every  occasion  when  in  any  county  or  counties  of  my  district ;  that 
the  elective  franchise  was  the  life-blood  of  the  government;  corrupted 
at  the  fountain,  the  whole  framework  of  government  would  be  de- 
stroyed; that  it  was  as  vitally  essential  to  preserve  its  healthfuluess  as 
it  was  that  of  the  blood  of  the  human  system  ;  that  hateful  as  radical 
mle  was  to  me,  my  neck  should  rot  beneath  its  yoke  before  I  would  ex- 
tricate it  by  any  manner  of  fraud,  violence,  bulldozing,  or  ballot-box 
staffing. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Burnet,  a  member  of  the  bart 

The  Witness.  Who  sits  at  the  head  of  the  table  here! 

Mr.  Saulsbury.  Yes. 

A.  I  am. 

Q.  1  think  in  his  testimony  he  stated  that  he  wrote  to  you  to  pass  cer- 
tain cases  of  his  in  the  court.  1  want  to  inquire  of  you  if  you  received 
such  a  letter;  and,  if  so,  what  was  done  with  his  cases  that  he  requested 
you  to  pass? — A.  I  have  just  an  indistinct  recollection  that  1  had  a  note 
from  him  about  the  beginning  of  court  in  reference  to  his  cases.  It  is 
an  indistinct  recollection.  However,  the  same  thing  was  done  in  his 
cases  speaking  from  general  recollection,  and  from  my  rule,  as  would 
have  been  done  in  the  case  of  any  other  man  under  like  circumstances. 
That  is  to  say,  the  rule  of  court  is  peremptory.  The  cases  as  called  are 
tried  or  continued.  It  is  an  absolute  rule  of  the  court,  never  departed 
from  but  in  exceptional  cases.  I  can  only  say,  then  (for  I  cannot  tell 
now,  except  one  of  his  cases  that  he  had ;  he  had  but  one  case  of  any 
iniportance  in  court  that  I  recollect,  or  ever  had  one),  that  opposing 
counsel  if  ready  and  unwilling  to  continue  his  cases,  would  insist  upon 
the  rule  being  enforced.  I  was  jwwerless  under  my  own  rule.  If  he 
asked  anything  which  was  in  contravention  of  that  rule,  why,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  it  just  took  the  direction  of  other  cases.  That  is  all  there 
is  in  it. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Burnet  had  much  practice  in  your  court  f — A.  Very 
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Q.  Is  he  regarded  as  a  lawyer  of  high  standing  there  f — A.  What  do 
yoa  mean,  sir  t  Do  you  mean  in  point  of  legal  learning  or  professional 
integrity! 

Q.  Well,  in  any  sense,  in  either  sense. — A.  As  to  his  professional  chnr- 
«cter,  his  character  for  legal  leaniing,  I  think  he  has  none,  or  as  little, 
perhaps,  as  any  member  of  the  bar  in  my  district,  with  the  bench  and 
bar.  Of  his  moral  statas  I  do  not  speak ;  I  know  nothing  in  iD]i>each- 
ment  of  that.  Now,  as  to  his  cases  in  court.  The  board  of  supervisow 
of  the  cx)unty  had  ordered  suit  to  be  instituted  against  a  fonner  sheriff 
of  the  county,  W.  W.  Cook.  I  understand,  and  very  reliably,  that  they 
appropriated  $1,000  as  a  fee  to  counsel  for  prosecuting  the  suit  against 
Oook  as  a  defaulter  to  the  county  and  the  State  for  taxes.  He  was  a 
former  sheriff.  Messrs.  Cassidy  and  Sessions,  of  Brookbaven,  eminent 
lawyers,  were  associated  with  him  in  the  probecution  of  those  suits,  it 
was  well  nnderetood  that  the  matter  of  Mr.  Burnet  being  retained  in  the 
case  (I  speak  that  as  the  sense  of  the  bar,  of  everybody  whom  I  have 
heara  refer  to  it) — that  his  employment  in  the  case  was  to  favor  him. 
The  management  and  control  of  the  case  was  expected  to  be  directed 
by  Messrs.  Cassidy  and  Sessions,  who  were  eminent  counsel.  I  think  it 
was  on  the  second  day  of  the  term  that  application  was  maile  by  oono- 
sel  on  both  sides  for  a  reference  of  the  case  to  an  auditor  to  state  an 
account;  to  take  the  testimony  in  writing,  and  submit  it  with  there- 
port  and  the  testimony  of  witnesses  on  both  sides. 

By  mutual  consent  Mr.  McNeir,  of  Prookhaven,  was  appointed  au- 
ditor. He  spent,  I  think,  neary  two  weeks,  or  quite  two  weeks  in  taking 
the  testimony  and  preparing  the  account.  It  was  brought  into  the  conrt. 
I  do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  Burnet  was  present;  I  suppose  he  was  not 
When  the  report  was  brought  in,  Messrs.  Sessions  and  Cassidy  stated 
they  had  examined  the  account  carefully  and  were  satisfied  with  it, and 
ha<l  no  exceptions  to  file  to  it.  It  showed  a  large  balauce  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Cook.  Mr.  Cook  had  brought  a  suit  against  the  county,  claiming 
a  balance  from  the  county,  and  the  two  suits  were  brought  by  the  county 
and  the  State  against  him.  So  Messrs.  Sessions  and  Cassidy  smd  that 
the  whole  matter  was  settled  upon  a  basis  that  was  creditable  to  hoth 
parties;  that  the  two  suits  of  the  county  and  the  State  against  Mr.  Cook 
would  be  dismissed  at  the  cost  of  the  county  and  the  State,  and  that 
Cook  should  take  a  judgment  for  $1,000  on  his  suit,  and  that  judgment 
was  entered.  The  other  cases  in  which  I  have  known  Mr.  Bnrnet  of 
counsel  in  court,  have  been  chiefly  little  cases  from  the  magistratee^ 
court  or  the  mayor's  court. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
Q.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  bench  in  Copiah  County  t— A. 
Since  October,  1882. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  You  were  at  one  time  the  attorney  general  of  the  State,  I  under- 
stand f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  attorney-general ! — A.  I  was  elected  for  two 
full  terms  of  four  years  each,  and  continued  in  ofiSce  until  the  spnngof 
1865,  a  few  months  preceding  the  expiration  of  my  last  term,  when  I 
was  removed  by  military  authority. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  When  were  these  statements  made  by  you  to  the  grand  jorors 
that  you  speak  of,  about  your  opinion  of  the  improprieties  of  snch  prac- 
tices about  the  ballot  as  intimidation  or  fraud  t    1  understood  yon  to 
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repeat  certain  things  which  you  said  you  had  stated  to  the  grand  jurors 
repeatedly.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  they  said  f — A.  At  the  October  term,  1882,  the  first 
coart  hehl  by  me,  and  held  a  week  after  my  appointment,  at  the  April 
term  of  1883  and  the  October  term  of  ie83. 

Q.  You  were  appointed  in  1882!— A.  Yes,  sir.  In  October,  1882, 1 
held  the  first  term  in  Copiah  County,  and  the  April  term  and  October 
term  of  1883;  making  three  terms. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  the  grand  jurors  from  the  bench  that  radical  rule  was 
Latefnl  to  you  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  say  it  from  the  bench,  I  say  it  publicly 
and  privately,  I  say  it  before  this  committee,  and  I  would  say  it  before 
the  assembled  universe.     ■ 

Q.  Bat  what  was  the  opinion  from  the  bench  t  You  said  that  you^ 
being  on  the  bench,  made  that  statement. — A.  Yes ;  I  said  it  from  the 
bench  and  am  willing  to  be  reported  as  saying  it  from  the  bench. 

Q.  Now  as  to  this  gossip  or  news  of  the  county  about  the  methods  that 
led  to  the  employment  of  Mr.  Burnet.  You  got  that  from  members  of 
the  bar  while  you  were  judge  t — A.  I  got  it  at  all  hands. 

Q.  Is  it  customary  for  people  to  talk  to  you  as  a  judge,  about  the 
motives  which  lead  to  the  employment  of  counsel ;  is  that  the  general 
indicial  practice  thero  Y — A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  ro- 
markable  about  it.  I  think  we  have  about  as  enlightened  a  sense  of 
judicial  and  professional  propriety  with  us  as  probably  with  you. 

Q.  I  put  no  question  which  involved  that.  I-  merely  wish  to  know 
what  it  is  — «^.  It  evidently  does ;  the  question  is  suggestive. 

Q.  My  question  is  whether  that  is  the  practice  there  whether  it  is 
proper  or  improx)er  f — A.  I  decline  to  answer  the  question,  because  I 
think 

Q.  Whether  it  is  proper  or  improper  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  not  that  I  other- 
wise would  be  nn  wilh'ng  to  answer  it  very  freely,  but  the  question  itself, 
1  think,  is  rather  a  reflection — an  implied  reflection.  Thereforo,  without 
answering  it  in  the  spirit  in  which,  perhaps,  it  was  asked,  I  simply  de- 
cline to  answer. 

Q  Did  you  take  any  measures  to  hear  the  other  side,  or  inquire  of 
Mr.  Bamet  his  version  or  his  relation  of  it  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  took  no 
pains  to  hear  anything  one  way  or  another.  These  things  were  spoken 
of  among  the  profession.  If  I  happened  to  be  present  and  heard  it,  waa 
1  gnilty  of  a  breach  of  official  decorum  that  I  heard  it  t 

Q.  I  simply  wanted  to  know  the  facts. — A.  Was  I  guilty,  in  your 
idea  of  judicial  impropriety  f  Was  I  guilty  of  a  gross  indecorum  that 
I  might  have  been  present  when  those  things  were  spoken  of  by  the 
members  of  the  bar  f 

The  Chairman.  1  am  not  under  examination  just  now ;  I  am  asking 
yoQ. 

The  Witness.  Very  well. 

The  Chaibman.  Now,  will  3'ou  be  good  enough  to  answer  another 
question  t  Is  it  the  custom  in  Mississippi,  where  the  Democrats  have 
the  majority,  for  them  to  select  Democratic  grand  jurors  in  those  coun- 
ties f— A.  I  cannot  say  how  it  may  be  in  other  districts,  nor  can  I  say 
that  the  board  of  supervisors  themselves  were  controlled  in  their  action 
by  political  bias,  whether  Democratic  or  Bepublican  supervisors;  I  can- 
not say. 

Q.  Of  course  we  all  know  that  in  some  offices  everywhere,  political 
oouBiderations  enter  in.  There  are  other  offices  where  they  do  not  entei 
in.— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge  did  those  things  enter  into  the  appoint* 
meats. 
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Q.  The  grand  jurors  have  other  certain  duties  connected  with  taxes, 
as  well  as  presenting:  offenses  in  their  States.  What  are  the  dnties  of 
a  ^and  jury  in  brief! — A.  At  every  session  of  the  p:rand  jury  after  the 
gathering  of  the  taxes,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  judges  to  charge  them 
in  reference  to  fraudulent  assessments  of  property  or  things  of  that  kind, 
or  to  institute  indictments  against  parties  who  have  been  fonnd  to  have 
put  a  fraudulent  valuation  on  their  property  in  valuing  it. 

Q.  The  gmnd  jury  do  not  themselves  assess  the  taxes! — A.  Oh,  no, 
sir;  that  is  done  by  an  assessor,  who  makes  returns  to  a  board  of  super- 
visors, and  a  mouth's  time  is  allowed  to  parties  having  complaints  to 
make,  so  that  the  assessment  rolls  can  be  brought  there  before  them. 

Q.  I  do  not  care  about  going  into  that  at  length,  but  merely  to  ask 
whether  they  have  the  .duty  of  making  presentments  of  crimes  and 
oifenses;  the  common-law  duty! — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  What.was  the  nature  of  the  political  offenses  with  which  you  un- 
derstood it  was  proposed  to  charge  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  coun- 
ty!— A.  As  I  gathered  there  from  the  popular  sentiment,  it  was  that 
they  would  charge  them  with  abuses  and  violation  of  the  law,  intimidat- 
ing— what  is  termed  "bull-dozing'' — improper  interference  with  the 
elective  franchise,  ballot-box  stuflSng,  fraudulent  counting  of  votes,  and 
all  those  things. 

Q.  Then  your  idea  of  the  representation  was — although  I  do  not  nn- 
derstand  you  express  personally  a  knowledge  of  the  matter — that  the 
grand  jury  had  been  so  constituted  that  it  was  prcjposed  or  expected 
they  might  present  some  of  the  best  men  of  the  county  for  the  offenses 
of  bull  dozing,  ballot-box  stuffifg,  and  other  similar  offenses  against  the 
ballot  of  this  county,  of  which  you  have  expressed  your  strong  personal 
condemnation.  Were  those  excellent  citizens,  against  whom  it  was  com- 
plained they  were  likely  to  be  presenteil,  all  Democrats  ! — A.  They  be- 
lieved that  false  prosecutions  would  be  instituted  a;;ainst  them. 

Q.  But  they  were  all  Democrats,  were  they  not! — A.  I  presume  they 
w^-re;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Why  do  you  presume  they  would  all  be  Democi*ats  !  Do  yon  know 
why  you  presume  so  ! — A.  I  was  going  on  to  answer  your  question  as 
fully  as  1  could.  1  said  that  the  names  of  personft  were  not  given  to 
me,  nor-  was  it  stated  that  they  were  all  of  one  political  party  or  the 
other.  The  complaint  was  that  the  charges  were  false  and  would  only 
be  instituted  to  gratify  malice. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  by  that  that  the  complaint  was  that  there  had  m»t 
been  bull-dozing  and  ballot  box  stuffing  in  that  county  at  all;  that  that 
was  untrue,  or  that  the  complaint  was  that  the  persons  who  were  likely 
to  be  charged  by  this  grand  jury  with  it,  were  not  really  the  guilty  per- 
sons?— A.  Those  that  1  heard  speak  of  it  said  that  the  charges  were 
false. 

Q.  But  whether  they  thought  that  the  chargers  were  false  by  being 
directed  against  the  wrong  person,  or  that  no  such  things  had  hap- 
pened 1 — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  answer  more  generally  than  I 
have  done. 

Q.  Was  it  not  notorious  that  such  things  had  happened  in  that 
eounty  I  Was  it  not  the  uni  versa'  belief  that  there  had  been  bull-dozing, 
violence,  and  ballot  box  stuffing! — A.  We  have  had  all  those  things 
charged,  and  there  is  a  bad  element  in  both  parties  in  every  county, 
as  in  every  State  of  the  Union,  there  are  lawless  and  violent  men  of 
one  party  or  the  other  who  do  n^sort  to  improper  means  of  influencing 
the  ballot-box. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  (without  saying  which  party  was  guilty  of  it) 
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it  was,  in  your  belief,  true,  that  such  things  had  been  done  ? — A.  I  have 
not  said  so  for  a  moment.  I  fear  they  have  been.  I  deprecate  and 
denouDce  it,  let  it  be  done  by  whom  it  may  or  what  party  it  may. 

Q.  But  it  was  enough,  you  thought,  to  express  your  very  proper  con- 
Jemnation  of  it,  which  you  have  stated,  on  the  bencb  f — A.  Oh,  I  sup- 
jKwe  there  is  no  county  in  the  State  or  in  the  Union  in  which,  at  some 
time  or  other,  and  by  somebody  or  other,  unfair  means  have  not  been 
need  in  political  canvasses.  We  have  heard  of  such  things  as  the  "  Pla- 
quemine  frauds "  so  long  ago  that  it  has  passed  from  the  memory  of 
maD,  and  of  '*  pipe-laying'^  in  Pennsylvania,  but  we  never  heard  that 
they  were  the  subject  of  investigation  by  Congressional  committees 
before  that  I  am  aware  of,  and  we  do  not  hear  that  when  these  things- 
occur  North  and  West  they  become  the  subject  of  investigation  by  Con- 
gressional committees. 

>h\  Cameron.  The  Plaquemiue  frauds  were  investigated  by  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Fbye.  Did  you  not  know  that  Congressional  committees  have 
visited  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island,  and  several 
states,  investigating  these  questions  f 

The  Witness.  I  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  have  learned 
that.    I  should  read  the  accounts  with  a  great  deal  of  interest. 

The  Chairman.  You  will  find  that  a  Democratic  committee  went  over 
the  Northern  States  and  investigated  those  charges. 

The  Witness.  And  reported  thei-e  were  no  abuses  or  violations  of 
law  and  order  t 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  reported  at  all;  I  do- 
think  they  did.  They  took  testimony.  But  the  question  I  wanted  ta 
come  at  related  to  a  wholly  different  matter.  I  was  trying  to  find  out 
TV  hat  was  the  nature  of  the  complaint  about  the  constitution  of  this 
grand  jury. 

A.  1  have  explained  it  as  near  as  I  can. 

Q.  But  I  suppose  you  have  examinations  in  your  court  where  gentle- 
men who  do  not  understand  things  inquire  more  particularly,  and  I  am 
cross-examining  you. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  what  I  want  to  find  out  is,  I  understand  you  to  have  said 
that  unhappily  there  have  been  in  that  county  of  Copiah,  as  you  have 
nuderstood  them  without  any  personal  knowledge,  such  wrongdoings^ 
80  that  the  complaint  must  have  been,  not  that  this  grand  jury  was 
expected  to  charge  crimes  when  there  had  not  been  any  crimes,  but 
oDly  that  it  was  feared  they  would  charge  with  these  offenses  men  who 
were  not  guilty  of  them.  Is  that  it  f — A.  1  do  not  appear  to  understand 
your  question  fully,  but  I  will  answer  it  as  well  as  I  can.  I  will  say  to 
you  that  I  have  no  doubt,  if  you  will  accept  it  as  a  supposition,  there 
were  there,  and  elsewhere  in  some  instances,  frauds  committed  by  lawless 
or  violent  men  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

Q.  Now  were  the  names  of  those  best  men  in  the  county,  which  it  waa 
feared  would  be  charged  by  this  grand  jurj',  made  known  to  youf — 
A  Notoneof  them;  it  was  only  suggested  to  me  in  general  terms. 
•  Q.  Did  those  grand  jurors  in  fact  present  anybody  for  those  offenses^ 
Ko  far  as  you  know  as  a  judget-t-A.  I  did  not  know  the  political  senti- 
meiit^  of  the  grand  jury  except  two  or  three  old  acquaintances,  but  I 
was  informed  that  there  was  a  majority  of  Eepublicans  on  the  grand  jury. 

Q.  And  there  was  great  excitement  with  the  expectation  that  they 
would  present  some  of  the  best  men  of  the  county  for  some  offenses 
which  in  fact  had  been  committed,  though  probably  not  by  those  best 
men  in  the  county;  but  still  they  did  not  present  anybody  so  far  as  you 
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know  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  be  allowed  by  the  com- 
mittee, iu  conueetion  with  the  interview  between  Print  Matthews  and 
myself,  to  8ay  this:  The  morning  after  that  interview,  I  saw  Mr.  Barnes, 
the  foreman  of  the  grand  jnry,  and  stated  to  him  that  Mr.  Matthews 
had  the  night  before  informed  me  of  the  killing  of  this  negro  by  Thoini>- 
sou,  and  that  the  matter  had  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  die  grand 
jur>',  and  they  had  failed  to  take  any  action  upon  it.  He  said  this  is 
the  action  we  took  upon  it. 

The  Chairman.  Ho  has  been  a  witness  and  has  narrated  that  and  yon 
need  not  repeat  it  unless  you  desire. 

Mr.  Jonas.  I  desire  it. 

The  Witness.  He  said  this  is  the  action  we  took :  We  summoned  a 
cloud  of  witnesses  before  us  and  examined  them  most  searchingly,  and 
a  lot  of  testimony  was  developed,  and  it  was  simply  this — that  the  negro 
stated  he  was  present  at  the  killing  and  that  he  suspected  Thompson 
of  being  the  man  who  killed  him ;  that  he,  Mr.  Barnes,  said,  <^Wby  do 
you  suspect  himf "  and  the  reply  was,  "  From  his  face."  "  Did  you  see 
bis  facef  He  replied,  ^<No,  I  did  not  judge  him  from  his  ^Ice,  bat 
from  his  bulk."  Then  the  matter  was  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  grand 
jury.  The  minority  of  them  were  Eepublicans,  and  they  voted  unani- 
mously that  there  was  no  evidence  before  them  to  authorize  the  finding 
of  a  verdict  of  guilty ;  that  was  all. 

By  the  Ghairhan  : 

Q.  Now,  I  am  going  to  ask  you  to  repeat  once  more  the  statement 
which  you  made  of  the  interview  between  you  and  Mr.  Print  Matthews, 
if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  do  so.  What  night  was  it  f— A.  On  the 
Thursday  night  before  the  election.  The  election  was  on  the  7th  of  No- 
vember. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  before  yon  come  to  that,  however,  if  Mr.  Mat^ 
thews  informed  you  that  he  had  then  received  a  letter  demanding  that 
he  should  leave  his  home,  or  something  of  that  kind,  signed  '^150"!-- 
A.  No,  sir ;  he  made  no  reference  to  it. 

Q.  Were  you  informed  of  that  fact  at  the  time  of  that  interview,  ^at 
bis  coming  to  see  you  was  iu  part  the  result  of  this  threatening  letter!— 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  recollect  after  the  morning  he  was  killed  I  heard  of  the 
resolutions  and  the  letter  which  had  been  sent  to  him.  I  think  my  in- 
formation about  those  matters  was  all  subsequent  to  the  killing. 

Q.  One  member  of  the  committee  was  not  present  during  the  finit 
part  of  your  examination,  and  I  would  like  to  have  you  repeat  thin  con- 
versation which  took  place  between  you  and  Mr.  Print  Matthews  in  the 
presence  of  the  district  attorney.  I  understand  you  that  Mr.  Matthews 
came  where  you  were  standing,  and  spoke  to  the  district  att<miey,  whom 
he  took  on  one  side,  and  the  district  attorney  informed  you  that  Mr. 
Matthews  wished  to  see  you  and  him  in  private.    Thereupon  yon  re- 

£  aired  to  a  room,  and  the  district  attorney  lay  down  upon  tbe  bed,  and 
[r.  Matthews  then  made  a  communication  to  you,  which  I  will  thank 
you  now  to  repeat. — A.  I  presume  that  the  stenographer  has  taken  it 
down  literally.    I  spoke  it  slowly  and  deliberately,  but  I  can  repeat  it. 
Mr.  Saulsburt.  Would  it  not  answer  as  well  to  read  the  testimony  t 
The  Chairman.  No  :  I  would  rather  have  the  judge  repeat  it   I 
want  Mr.  Frye  to  hear  it  from  his  lips. 

The  Witness.  He  took  a  seat  near  me  and  introduced  the  oonvem^ 
tion  by  saying :  <^  I  am  very  sorry  that  you  witnessed  the  alteroacioa  he- 
liween  my  brother  and  Mr.  Thompson  on  the  stairfoase  in  the  eonrt- 
house.^    I  replied :  <<  1  am  very  glad  that  I  did ;  I  am  quite  sure  that  I 
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saved  the  life  of  one — probably  of  both  parties."  He  then  said  that  '^  Mr. 
Thompson  went  one  night  last  week  to  the  bouse  of  a  peaceable,  uu- 
offeDding  colored  wan,  accompanied  by  an  armed  posse,  masked  or 
disguised,  and  there  murdered  the  negro  in  cold  blood,  and  to-night, 
1  am  informed,  another  armed  party  is  going  out  from  this  town  on 
a  similar  marauding  or  murderous  exx>edition.''  Says  I,  <^  Who  arc 
they,  Mr.  Matthews ;  give  me  their  names  and  I  will  immediately  start 
the  sheriff  with  a  posse  in  pursuit  of  them  with  a  warrant  for  the  last 
man  of  the  party,  let  him  be  of  what  race  or  political  party  he  may." 
He  replied  that  that  would  be  useless ;  that  the  sheriff  would  probably 
fiud  some  excuse  for  not  executing  the  process ;  that  the  matter  had 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  grand  jury,  and  they  had  taken 
ao  action  upon  it;  that  it  was  in  vain  to  apjieal  to  the  officers  of  the 
law  for  protection  to  him  and  those  of  his  family  or  of  his  political 
l)arty ;  that  there  was  a  conspiracy  to  exterminate  him  and  his  family ; 
that  there  were  four  or  five  brothers  of  them,  all  of  whom  were  raised, 
if  he  did  not  say  they  were  born,  in  Copiah  County;  that  they  had  all 
their  interests  there,  and  that  this  persecution  of  them  was  all  the  result 
simply  of  an  honest  difference  of  politjpal  opinion ;  that  he  had  had  four 
ancles  who  were  murdered  ia  cold  blood,  and  that  the  death  of  the  last 
one  of  them  had  been  avenged;  and  now,  when  this  crisis  is  forced  upon 
them,  there  were  four  men  whom  he  would  like  to  kill — not  naming 
them— and  then  be  would  never  lay  his  head  on  a  pillow  nor  sleep  be 
Death  the  roof  of  a  house  while  he  lived ;  but  as  war  was  declared  against 
him  and  his  family^  so  he  would  declare  it  against  the  human  race,  and 
would  never  lay  his  hea<l  on  a  ])ilIow  nor  sleep  beneath  the  roof  of  a 
boose,  but  go  to  the  woods  and  be  a  wild  man.  He  remarked  that  his 
two  sons  were  going  to  Oxford 

Q.  That  was  a  little  earlier  in  the  conversation,  as  you  repeated  it  be- 
fore.—A.  I  may  have  transposed  it. 

Q.  Please  repeat  that! — A.  That  his  two  sons  going  off  to  the  Oxford 
University  a  few  weeks  before,  at  parting,  holding  their  hands  in  bis, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  said  to  them.  "  My  sons,  I^o  not  know,  or  you 
do  not  know,  at  what  minute  you  will  he  summoned  home  to  avenge  the 
assassination  of  your  father,"  and  they  replied,  with  tears  in  their  eyes, 
that  they  would  be  ready  to  obey  the  summons. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  state  it  in  that  way  before ;  let  the  stenographer 
read  it 

S^he  stenographer  read  the  part  of  the  testimony  referred  to.) 
.  Now  go  on ;  is  that  all  f — ^A.  1  said :  "  Mr.  Matthews,  you  sought  me, 
cominghere  professedly  in  the  interest  of  peace,  of  law,  and  of  gooil  order, 
to  consult  the  judge  and  the  district  attorney  in  reference  to  violations 
and  abuses  of  law  committed  or  threatened,  and  when  asked  to  give 
the  names  of  the  parties  that  they  may  be  arrested,  you  decline  to  do 
so,  saying  that  it  is  in  vain  to  appeal  to  the  law  and  to  the  officers  of 
the  law ;  that  there  was  no  protection  for  you ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
using  the  most  incendiary  language  I  ever  heard  from  human  lips;  just 
such  language  as.  if  repeated  on  one  side  or  the  other,  may  precipitate 
a  conflict  here  in  Copiah  County,  the  end  of  which  no  man  can  foresee^ 
The  public  mind  is  in  a  veiy  high  state  of  excitement,  as  yon  perceive, 
and  it  ought  to  be,  as  it  is,  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  endeavor 
to  allay  it.    I  appeal  to  you  to  desist  from  such  utterances." 

Q.  Now,  T  would  like  to  ask  yon  a  question  on  another  matter.  You 
said,  if  I  nnderstood  3*ou — I  think  it  was  in  recounting  the  charge  which 
you  had  made  to  the  grand  jury  firom  the  bench — but  at  any  rate  in 
some  of  your  public  utterances  you  had  said  to  the  people  of  Copiah 
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County  that  they  were  passing  through  a  highly  exciting  political  con. 
test,  or  words  to  that  effect  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  there  in  the  nature  of  that  political  contest  to  caose 
unusual  excitement!  Did  you  not  understand  there  was  a  highly 
respectable  ticket  on  both  sides! — A.  I  do  not  feel  that  I  knewper- 
lonally. 

Q.  Did  you  not  understand  that  the  ticket  on  both  sides  was  com- 

•sed  wholly  of  white  men,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  negroes!— 
I  have*  no  knowledge  to  the  contrary  of  that ;  but  I  cannot  recall 
who  the  candidates  were  on  the  one  ticket  or  the  other,  except  two,  the 
candidate  for  the  clerkship,  and  the  candidate  for  sheriff,  and  the 
legislative  ticket. 

Q.  They  were  respectable  on  both  sides  f — A.  I  know  nothing  to  the 
contrary. 

Q.  That  is  your  belief  t — A.  I  presume  so,  for  I  know  nothing  to  the 
contrary.    I  presume  them  to  be  all  good  men. 

Q.  What  was  there  in  the  political  contest  in  Copiah  County  to  make 
great  excitement  unless  it  were  that  five  or  six  hundred  men  were  sep- 
arating from  the  Democratic  party? — A.  I  always  had  an  impression 
that  the  contest  was  waged  more  actively  and  more  violently  in  Copiah 
than  in  other  counties. 

Q.  What  was  there  to  cause  that  violence  ? — A.  That  I  am  unable  to 
tell  you  further  than  I  would  hear  from  my  political  friends  their  com- 
plaints but  not  hearing  from  the  other  side,  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  What  were  the  complaints  of  your  party! — A.  The  complaints  of 
our  party  chiefly  were  of  the  board  of  supervisors. 

Q.  Was  not  a  new  board  of  supervisors  to  be  voted  for  at  that  elec- 
tion ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  do  not  know  a  man  now  who  was  a  candidate 
for  it. 

Q.  But  did  not  your  political  friends  concede  that  the  new  board  of 
supervisors  were  highly  respectable  men  ! — A.  I  cannot  say.  I  do  not 
know  who  the  candidates  were  on  the  one  ticket  or  the  other  for  super- 
visors. 

Q.  You  did  frequently  in  public  express  your  very  earnest  desire  thai 
the  Democratic  party  should  carry  the  election,  as  1  understand  you!— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  by  all  fair  and  honorable  means,  and  I  said  that  nobody 
but  a  fool  or  a  knave,  ot  both  fool  and  knave,  would  have  drawn  any 
other  conclusion  from  anything  heard  from  my  lips  than  that  it  was  ao 
appeal  to  them  to  use  every  honorable  means  to  carry  a  fair  and  honest 
election. 

Q.  Did  you  not  believe  your  party  was  strong  enough  to  cany  the 
election  by  fair  and  honest  means  ! — A.  I  did  not  know  why  they  shonld 
not  be,  and  with  such  a  cause. 

Q.  So  that  it  is  quite  probable  that  you  may  have  said  that  you 
earnestly  desired  the  Democratic  party  to  carry  the  election,  and  that 
tlie  Democratic  party  were  able  to  ! — A.  Suppose  I  should  say  to  you 
now 

Q.  There  is  no  impropriety  in  it. — A.  Suppose  I  should  have  made 
the  remark  to  you  that  our  party  must  carry  the  election.  U  yon  knew 
me  well  what  conclusion  would  you  draw  from  that ! 

Q.  1  am  examining  you  with  a  view  of  testing  the  truthfulness  of  the 
witness  who  testified  to  your  language  and  not  to  test  the  wisdom  ot 
folly  of  the  conclusion  that  he  drew  from  it.  I  want  to  see  if  you  fed 
sure  that  you  did  not  use  the  language  that  he  said. — A.  I  am  sore 
that  I  never  used  any  language  authorizing  any  such  conclusion  or  con- 
struction. 
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Q.  Bat  I  onderstaDd  also  that  you  may  have  said,  without  anthoriz- 
iog  any  such  conclusion,  that  the  Democratic  party  could  carry  the  oleic- 
tioD,  and  that  they  must  cany  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  used 
langaage  of  that  kind  which,  taken  from  the  context,  would  have  per- 
mitted any  such  construction. 

Q.  I  concede  that  your  construction  is  entirely  right,  but  I  want  to 
jadge  now  whether  the  witness  may  have  been  mistaken  in  his  con- 
dasions  or  his  statement  of  what  you  said. — A.  Such  a  thing  was  con- 
trary to  the  convictions  of  my  head  and  heart  and  every  utterance  of 
my  life. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  you  used  the  language. — A.  It  is  simply  an 
impossibility  that  I  can  recall  the  language. 

Q.  You  may  have  used  the  language,  but  with  no  such  improper 
meaning. — A.  Oh,  excuse  your  witness,  if  you  want  to  excuse  him.  I 
will  allow  him  the  benefit  of  the  charitable  construction. 

Q.  Ton  think  that  you  may  have  used  itt — A.  I  will  allow  him  the 
benefit  of  the  charitable  construction. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  a  case  on  the  calendar  of 
year  court  at  the  last  term  of  your  court  iu  Oopiah  County,  of  Busselt 
against  Perro  f — A.  What  was  the  character  of  the  litigation  f 

Q.  It  was  an  action  for  recovery  of  damages  alleged  to  be  $3,000. — 
A.  Damages  on  what  account  t  I  do  not  recollect  the  name  of  the  case 
at  all. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  remember  there  was  a  judgment  rendered  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff  in  that  case  t — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  such  a  name,  as  either 
the  name  of  a  plaintiff  or  a  defendant.  I  have  heavy  dockets,  and,  unlesfT 
the  case  is  one  of  unusual  interest,  I  would  not  be  expected  to  recollect 
the  case  of  John  Jones  ag:ainst  John  Smith. 

Q.  I  will  state  why  I  asked  you  the  question.  You  stated  that  ac^ 
cording  to  your  recollection  Mn  Burnet  only  had  one  case  of  any  con- 
siderable importance  in  your  court  at  its  last  term,  and  you  stated  what 
that  case  was,  and  you  lurther  stated  that  the  other  cases  he  had  were 
principally  appeals  from  the  court  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  mayor's 
court — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  reim^mber  a  case  entitled  J.  P.  Matthews  against  J.  J. 
Gasonf— A.  I  remember  one  case  Mr.  Matthews  had  in  whtcli  Burnet 
was  counsel — a  case  in  which  there  wa^  a  contest  about  the  allowance  of 
fees  to  numerous  witnesses.  Is  that  the  case!  You  have  his  associates 
of  the  bar  irom  Hazlehurst  here,  who  can  speak  more  directly  than  I 
can.    Mr.  Bumert^s  practice  is  very  limited  there. 

Mr.  Cahsbok.  But  the  minority  of  the  committee  examined  you  on  « 
that  point  and  it  is  not  any  answer  to  say  that  somebody  else  can  speak 
more  intelligently  on  the  point  than  you  can. 

T.  E.  CoopSB  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  JONAS : 

Qnestion.  Where  do  you  reside  Y — Answer.  In  Jackson,  Missl 

Q.  You  are  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  Mississippi  f — 
A«  lam. 

Q.  Did  you  live  in  Copiah  County  for  many  years  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Up  to  the  time  of  your  appointment  ? — A.  I  lived  in  Copiah  County 
from  1867  up  to  the  time  of  my  api)ointment,  and  before  that  time  I  had 
lived  there  in  186&.  I  lived  at  Hazlehurst  from  1872  and  in  Crystal 
tipriugs  before  that  time. 
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Q.  Were  you  a  practicing  lawyer  at  that  time  t — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  You  knew  J.  P.  Matthews  T — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  Toa  knew  him  at  the  time  he  held  his  office  as  sheriff  and  after- 
wards t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  in  regard  to  Mr.  Matthe ws's  settlement  T/ith 
the  county  and  State  as  sheriff,  whether  he  had  settled  in  full  or  whether 
there  was  any  amount  due  or  defalcation.    If  so,  state  what  and  how  it 
came  under  your  knowledge. — A.  I  do  not  remember  how  my  attention 
was  first  directed  to  the  fact  that  there  was  some  deficiency  in  Mr.  Mat- 
thews's  settlements.    I  think  I  first  heard  that  information  from  being 
employed  or  spoken  to  by  some  citizen  who  represented  a  tax-payer^ 
association.    When  Mr.  Matthews  was  in  office  in  1874  and  1875  as 
sheriff,  he  rendered  to  the  circuit  court  an  account  for  jail  fees  and 
for  bailiffs'  fees,  which  account  was  allowed  by  the  circuit  judge,  and 
went  before  the  board  of  supervisors  for  approval  and  the  issuance  of 
a  warrant.    Colonel  King,  who  was  then,  I  think,  president  of  the  board 
of  supervisors,  required  Mr.  Matthews,  in  addition  to  the  order  of  the 
circuit  court,  to  produce  the  warrants  by  which  he  held  the  parties  in 
custody,  and  to  show  the  authority  by  which  they  were  discharged. 
Some  of  the  prisoners  had  escaped;  whether  by  the  negligence  of  Mr. 
Matthews  or  not,  I  do  not  remember.    Mr.  Matthews  declined  to  pro- 
duce those  papers,  and  brought  a  suit  against  the  county  for  the  amoant 
of  his  jail  fees  and  his  baOiffi'  fees,  amounting,!  think,  to  about  $1,900. 
I  was  employed  by  the  county  to  defend  the  suit,  and  among  other  mat- 
ters I  pleaded,  I  gave  notice  that  I  would  prove,  under  the  general 
issue,  the  faiet  that  Mr.  Matthews,  at  the  time  of  nis  election  for  the 
term  in  which  the  office  was  created,  was  a  de&ulter,  and  liable  for  pab- 
lie  moneys  unaccounted  for  and  not  eligible  under  our  constitution  to 
hold  the  office.    I  examined  the  records  of  the  ohanoeiy  clerk's  offloe, 
and  there  I  found  that  some  of  the  receipts  which  had  been  takea  np 
by  the  tax-payers  firom  the  delinqnent  tax  collector,  and  filed  with  the 
chancery  clerk,  or  reiK>rt  filed  by  the  delinquent  tax  collector,  showed 
some  amount  due  to  Mr.  Matthews  during  the  time  he  had  hdd  the 
office  before.    I  set  it  up  in  defense  that  he  could  not  recover  these  foes 
because  he  was  not  de  facto  the  officer.    Mr.  Matthews's  attorney,  Mr. 
Harris,  relying  on  the  legal  question  involved  only,  admitted,  for  the 
purposes  of  that  trial  only,  that  the  matters  pleaded  were  troe,  and 
that  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  de&ulter.    This  was  against  the  protest  of 
Mr.  Matthews,  who  denied  that  he  was  a  defietnlter.    The  question  went 
to  the  supreme  court  simply  on  the  legal  question  of  whether  a  it 
facto  officer  could  sue  for  his  fees.    The  Supreme  Court  decided  that 
he  could  not  recover  because  of  the  fact  which  was  pleaded,  and  which 
•  was  admitted  to  be  true.  I  knew  nothing  more  of  the  matter  farther  fcH* 
some  years.    I  do  not  remember  when,  but  my  impression  is  that  it 
was  in  the  fall  of  1880,  about  December,  1880,  General  Adams,  who 
was  the  revenue  agent  of  the  State,  sent  Mr.  Eehols,  his  clerk^  down 
to  Copiah  County  to  examine  the  records,  and  from  an  examination 
of  those  records,  as  stated  to  me   by  General  Adams,  it  mppeutd 
that  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  defaulter  to  a  very  considerable  amount    He 

J>resented  the  account  to  Mr.  Matthews,  and  made  his  demand  on  him 
br  the  same.  Mr.  Matthews  said  that  if  it  was  true  thai  he  was  a 
defaulter  that  he  would  pay  the  money,  but  he  claimed  that  as  * 
matter  of  equity  he  should  be  permitted  to  retain  the  amount  which 
the  county  really  was  owing  him.  General  Adams  came  and  uktd 
me  what  I  thought  of  it,  and  whether  I  could  recommend  the  aDov- 
ance  of  this  claim  of  Mr.  Matthews,  and  I  told  him  that  I  thonght  it  wopU 
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be  rin^ht  to  allow  him  the  $1,900,  which  claim  he  had  against  the 
oonnty,  and  which  he  conld  not  collect,  which  arose  for  moneys  expended 
ID  feeding  prisoners.  Thereupon  Mr.  Matthews  settled  the  default  of 
aboat  something  over  $3,000,  probably  $3,300,  but  he  was  in  defitolt  tQ 
the  county  something  over  $3,000. 

By  the  Ohaibhan  : 
Q.  You  mean  a  default  in  addition  to  this  claim  which  was  allowed 
himf — ^A.  No,  sir:  his  whole  default  to  the  county  and  State.  The 
$3,300  included  uie  whole  default,  and  in  the  settlement  of  that  Mr.. 
Matthews  was  allowed  his  $1,900  claim  which  he  had  against  the  county, 
and,  I  think,  upon  calculation  of  interest  it  made  probably  some  $1,60(^ 
over  and  above  the  amount  which  he  claimed  against  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  settlements  t — A.  General  Adams  made  the 
settlement  in  my  presence. 

Q.  Was  it  drawn  up  in  writing'! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  settlement  was  in 
writing. 

Q.  Look  at  that  memorandum^  and  see  if  that  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
statement  and  settlement  [handing  paper  to  witness]. — ^A.  (After  ex- 
amining the  paper.)  I  coula  not  say  it  was  a  true  copy.  It  was  about 
to  that  amount,  and  1  think  the  settlement  was  made  about  that  time. 
I  know  it  was  something  over  $3,000,  and  the  settlement  was  made 
about  that  time,  and  the  balance  against  Mr.  Matthews  was  paid  over 
by  him.  (The  paper  referred  to  was  returned  to  Mr.  Sexton  and  re- 
tained by  nim.) 

Q.  That  was  some  three  or  four  years  after  he  went  out  of  office.— A. 
That  settlement  was  made  in  1880,  and  Mr.  Matthews  went  out  of  of 
fioe  in  1876, 1  think. 

Q.  During  all  that  time  he  had  been  a  defaulter  to  the  county  t — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  first  suit  when  you  made  that  plea,  you  were 
ignorant  of  the  fact^  that  he  was  in  default  to  the  county  T — ^A.  No,  sir ; 
I  pleaded  the  fact  that  he  was  a  defaulter  to  the  county.  I  knew  the 
taety  that  is  if  the  records  were  true ;  but  the  amounts  were  small,  and 
it  might  have  been  that  the  deficiency  arose  fh>m  oversight. 

Q.  Tou  did  not  know  of  this  deficiency  which  was  afterwards  dis- 
covered by  the  examination  of  General  Adams T — A.  No,  sir;  I  think 
the  deficiency  was  about  $300  or  $400. 

Q.  Did  you  know  J.  P.  Matthews  and  his  brothers  wellt — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
Idid. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  character  and  reputation  of  J.  P.  Mat- 
thews and  family  in  the  county  and  in  the  community  for  peace  and  quiet 
and  the  observance  of  law  and  order;  were  they  peaceable  men  or  other- 
wise t — A.  Some  of  the  Matthews  brothers  were  considered  violent 
men  and  not  peaceable.  I  think  Mr.  Leon  Matthews  was  considered  a 
quiet  man. 

Q.  How  was  it  with  J.  P.  Matthews  t — A.  J.  P.  Matthews  was  a  pas- 
sionate man,  and  disx)osed  to  be  overbearing  and  dictatorial.  1  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  heard  of  any  great  number  of  difficulties  that  he  was 
engaged  in,  but  I  know  that  he  was  considered  a  dangerous  man,  a  pas- 
sionate  man. 

Q.  Had  he  the  reputation  of  generally  carrying  arms  and  being  ready 
to  fight  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  generally  carried  arms  and  was  ready 
to  fight 
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Q.  Was  he  a  man  using  generally  language  calculated  to  inflame 
the  people  in  the  community  in  which  he  liv^  and  to  stir  up  diaoord 
among  the  people  Y — A.  Yes,  sir ;  politically.  Politically  he  was  an 
exceedingly  violent  man. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  making  any  threats 
against  yourself  or  Judge  Mayes  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews making  threats  against  Judge  Mayes  and  myself  in  the  canvans 
of  1875.  Judge  Mayes  and  Mr.  Matthewci  married  sisters.  That  year  I 
was  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  and  Judge  Mayes  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee^  Daring  the  progress  of  the  canvass 
we  were  infonned  that  Mr.  Matthews  {or  I  was  so  informed)  had  made 
some  threttts.  I  remember  that  Judge  Mayes  and  myself  talked  the 
matter  overy  and  we  concluded  that  we  ought  to  arm  ourselves,  not  so 
much  against  Mr.  Matthews,  not  altogether  against  Mr.  Matthews,  bat 
that  we  ought  to  arm,  and  we  made  arrangements  to  get  a  couple  of 
pistols,  but  we  did  not  get  them,  at  least  I  did  not-. 

Q.  Was  that  because  of  these  threats  of  Mr.  Matthews!— A.  It  was 
because  of  those  threats  and  other  matters.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Matthews 
had  said  that  he  expected  to  be  killed  during  the  canvass,  and  that  some 
sort  of  responsibility  would  rest  on  the  executive  committee.  He  made 
charges  that  the  Executive  committee  intended  to  have  him  killed.  I 
asked  him  about  it,  or  took  him  up  in  some  way  in  the  court  where  he 
was,  and  he  said  yes,  he  expected  to  be  killed;  that  he  thought  we 
wanted  him  killed,  and  that  he  had  determined  not  to  die  unavenged,  or  if 
he  did  die,  that  he  should  not  be  unavenged.  He  told  me  that  he  bad 
by  his  will  provided  that  $10,000  should  be  set  aside  and  employed  in 
the  procuring  of  assassins  to  assassinate  Judge  Mayes,  Captain  Harm, 
myself,  and  some  other  gentleman  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  if  1 
ever  knew  who  the  fourth  man  was. 

Q.  In  case  he  should  be  killed  Y — A«  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  told  you  that  personally  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  told  me  personally. 
He  told  me  that  while  he  expected  to  be  killed  some  day,  that  his  brothers 
would  avenge  his  death:  that  they  had  a  family  compact  by  which  his 
death  was  to  be  avengea. 

Q.  Did  you  represent  Mr.  Martin  in  the  contest  between  himself  and 
Mr.  Matthews,  over  the  office  of  sheriflf  of  the  county  of  Copiah  t— A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  was  associated  with  counsel.  Judge  Potter,  of  Jaekaon,  was 
leading  .counsel,  and  I  was  associated  with  him* 

Q.  Mr.  Matthews  contested  Mr.  Martin's  election t — A*  No,  sir;  Mr. 
Martin  contested  Mr.  Matthews^'s  .election. 

Q.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a  contest  over  the  election  of  chancery 
clerk  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Both  of  those  cases  were  before  the  courts  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.'  State  what  you  know  about  the  particulars  of  that  litigaUon  and 
the  facts  which  came  out  in  evidence. — A.  I  think  it  was  in  &e  eleotioa 
of  1871.  The  board  of  couunissioners,.  who  were  charged  with  canvass- 
ing the  returns  of  election  officers,  gave  certificates  of  election  to  Mr. 
Matthews  as  sheriff  and  to  Mr.  Hai^y  as  chancery  clerk.  The  contest 
was  made  by  the  opponents  of  the&e  gentlemen  and  on  the  trial  of 
causes  before  the  magistrate  in  the  case  of  Mcurtin  v$,  Matthews,  there 
was  a  verdict  in  favor  of  Mr.  Martin.  The  case  was  appealed  by  Mr- 
Matthews  to  the  circuit  court  and  tried  there  and  resulted  in  a  verdict 
for  Mr.  Matthews.  Mr.  Martin  then  prosecuted  an  appeal,  or  prepared 
to  do  so,  and  some  time  afterwards  Mr.  Matthews  ddivered  up  poase:^ 
siou  of  the  office  to  him.  The  election  commissioners  had  reached  the 
result  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  entitled  to  the  certificate  by  excludiuK 
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from  the  count  the  boxes  at  Crystal  Springs  West.  I  think  at  Crystal 
Springs  East,  and  another  box  in  the  connty,  I  believe  at  Salter's  pre- 
cinct. The  ground  of  objection  was  that  the  clerks  and  officers  of  elec- 
tton  had  failed  to  take  and  subscribe  to  theoa/th  of  office  before  they 
had  opened  the  polls  and  received  the  votes  deiwsited.  The  oath  was 
made  after  the  votes  had  been  taken,  but  as  1  now  remember  before 
they  were  counted.  This  objection  was  applied  to  the  box  or  boxes  at 
Crystal  Springs.  The  objection  to  the  vote  of  the  Salter's  box,  if  that 
was  the  other  xnecinct  which  was  excluded,  was  that  there  was  one 
more  ballot  in  the  box  than  appeared  to  have  been  cast,  looking  to  the 
poll-book.  The  law  required  the  commissioneis  of  election  to  check  the 
name  of  each  man  who  voted.  There  appeared  to  !>»  one  more  ballot 
in  the  box  than  had  been  checked  on  the  poll-book.  We  found  that 
man  who  had  cast  that  ballot  and  whose  name  did  not  appear  to  be 
checked,  and  summoned  quite  a  number  of  gentlemen  and  disposed  of 
the  Salter's  box  as  a  law  point.  But  the  jury  nevertheless,  although 
the  court  instructed  them  it  was  really  immaterial  about  taking  this 
oath  before  they  commenced  their  duties,  found  for  the  defendant 

Q.  Had  Mr.  Mathews  anything  to  do  with  having  those  boxes  thrown 
oat  or  rejected  t — A.  I  cannot  say  that  he  did,  other  than  this :  I  heard 
him  say  that  he  had  made  the  contest,  not  believingthat  it  was  well  taken 
inlaw,  but  in  order  that  he  might  collect  the  taxes  of ^ that  season. 

Q.  After  he  had  collected  the  taxes  he  withdrew  his'contest,  did  het — 
A.  Not  after  he  had  collected  all  the  taxes,  I  think,  but  after  he  had 
collected  a  considerable  portion ;  by  far,  probably,  the  grater  portion. 

Q.  Who  selected  the  jury  that  sat  in  that  case  in  the  circuit  court  f — 
A.  I  do  not  know  who  selected  the  jury.  Mr.  Matthews  at  that  time 
was,  I  think,  sheriff.  The  coausel  for  the  contestant  and  the  con- 
testee  agreed  that  Dr.  B.  W.  Jones  should  be  appointed  by  the  court 
as  a  special  sheriff  to  summon  the  jury.  Dr.  Jones  or  his  deputies  re- 
turned the  names  of  quite  a  number  of  jurors. 

Q.  That  jury  was  not  selected  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  then  t — 
A.  Oh,  no,  sir. 

Q.  They  only  select  the  grand  JU17 1 — A.  At  that  time  they  only  se- 
lected the  grand  jury.    We  have  a  jury  box  in  our  State  now. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Matthews  or  either  of  his  brothers  on  the  board  which 
threw  out  this  box  f — A.  Mr.  Matthews's  brother  was  a  member  of  the 
boaard  of  conmiission^^  at  that  time. 

Q.  Which  Mr.  Matthews  was  that  t— A.  I  think  it  was  J.  M.  Mat- 
thews :  they  call  him  Gall  Matthews.  Mr.  Harvey's  brother-in-law  was 
m  member  of  the  board. 

Q.  You  have  lived  a  good  many  years  in  Copiah  County! — A.  Yes, 
air. 

Q.  And  know  its.  people  very  well  t — ^A.  I  think  I  have  a  general  ac- 
quaintance with  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  people  of  Copiah  Connty, 
especially  of  the  Democratic  portion  of  that  people,  for  peace  and  law 
and  order ;  are  they  good  citieens  or  otherwise  t — A.  I  think  it  is  an 
avenge  county  of  the  State  or  of  the  United  States.  I  think  the  people 
■are  about  the  same  there  as  elsewhere — have  their  virtues  and  their 
foults. 

Q.  You  think,  then,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  people  are  law-abid- 
ing, orderly,  good  citizens! — A.  I  do. 

Q.  And  that  they  have  only  the  usual  proportion  of  disorderly  and  tur- 
bulent people! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Always  to  be  found  in  communities  of  the  same  XK)pulationt — A. 
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By  the  Ohaikman  : 

Q.  Was  this  campaign  where  yoa  were  chairmaD  of  the  exeootm 
oommittee,  the  oampai^  of  1875 1 — A.  Yee,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Q.  That  was  a  campaign  of  great  excitement  and  violence  in  the  State, 
was  it  not  t 

The  Witness.  Do  you  speak  of  onr  oonnty  t 

The  Ohateman.  I  speak  of  the  State  at  liurge. 

A.  I  do  not  know  as  to  the  State  at  large. 

Q.  Is  it  not  what  was  known  as  the  shot-gnn  campaign  f— A.  It  is 
the  campaign  of  1875  in  which  we  carried  the  State  f6r  the  first  time. 

Q.  Welly  that  identifies  it.  Mr.  Matthews,  when  he  made  that  state- 
ment, stated  to  yon^  or  in  yonr  hearing,  that  he  expected  to  be  killed  f— 
A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  if  he  was  killed  he  had  made  arrangements  by  which 
money  should  be  spent;  did  he  use  the  term  assassin,  or  is  that  yoor 
translation  t — A.  He  used  the  term  assassin;  for  the  purpose  of  assas- 
sination. 

Q.  Well,  which! — ^A.  I  say  he  used  the  term  assassin,  for  the  purpose 
of  assassination;  that  the  fund  was  to  be  employed  to  have  as  assami- 
nated.  I  cannot  give  you  his  words  exactly,  it  is  years  ago;  bat  I  am 
sure  that  he  used  those  words  or  their  equivalent. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Matthews  say  that  it  had  been  directly  communicated  to 
him  that  your  cofhmittee  had  discussed  the  jNTopriet}'  of  killing  himf— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  he  claimed  that  they  favored  it,  didn't  he  f — A.  He  said  that 
he  expected  to  be  killed,  and  he  believed  that  our  committee  wanted 
him  killed. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  a  statement  in  an  article  in  tbe  New  Tork  Trib- 
une, I  tlunk,  which  purported  to  be  a  reply  by  the  young  man,  a  son  of 
Mr.  Matthews,  after  he  was  killed,  to  Major  Barksdale,  one  of  your  Bep- 
resentatives  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  a  letter  there  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  yonf— 
A.  I  saw  it 

Q.  Did  you  write  that  letter  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  wrote  the 
letter  or  not ;  I  believe  I  did,  because  there  is  nothing  in  the  letter 
which  I  would  not  or  might  not  have  well  said  at  that  time,  as  I  now 
remember  the  occurrences. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  date  of  the  letter! — ^A.  It  was,  I  thitik,  io 
the  spring  of  1871 ;  probably  in  the  summer  of  1871.  It  was  before  the 
election  contest  of  1871. 

Q.  And  in  that  letter  you  said,  did  yon  not,  that  it  would  give  joa 
great  pleasure  to  vote  for  Mr.  Matthews  for  sherifE!  if  he  was  not  a  Be 
publican,  or  something  to  that  effect  Y — Au  I  said  that  I,  iu  comoion 
with  Mr.  Matthews's  friends,  regretted,  I  think,  that  the  acti<m  of  his 
party  had  made  the  county  offices  political.  1  would  say  h^e  now  that 
all  the  time  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  sheriff  of  Copiah  County,  so  £Bir  aa 
his  dealings  with  attorneys  was  concerned,  1  never  met  a  mcne  aoooai- 
modating  sheriff  anywhere :  he  was  an  accommodating  man. 

Q.  Tou  speak  of  yourseli  as  one  of  his  friends ;  did  your  friendship 
ever  cease  t — ^A.  Mr.  Matthews  and  1  were  reasonably  friendly  i^  tbe 
time,  I  think,  until  shortly  before  I  went  on  the  bench. 

Q.  When  was  that  f — A.  That  was  in  1881, 1  believe.  I  think  it  to* 
the  term  of  the  court  before  that 

Q.  I  did  not  propose  to  ask  for  the  details  of  it. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  Let  the  witness  go  on. 

The  Chairman.  I  will  determine  that ;  he  shall  have  an  opportunity. 

The  Witness.  1  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Matthews  a^^^^r  could  be 
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called  apon  bad  terms.  We  always  spoke  when  we  passed  in  a  Mendly 
manner. 

Q.  Bnt  did  yon  accoont  yonrself  as  his  friend  t  Yon  nsed  the  term 
that  yon,  in  common  with  Mr.  Matthews's  friends,  were  prepared  to  sup- 
port him  as  sheriff,  bat  that  that  state  of  friendsiiip  changed. — ^A.  I  do 
not  think  I  would  ever  have  voted  for  Mr.  Matthews  or  have  supported 
him  for  many  years  before  his  death. 

Q.  If  he  had  been  a  Democrat  and  had  been  nominated  for  sheriff 
with  the  same  personal  qualities,  would  you  not  have  voted  for  him  t — 
A.  I  do  not  think  I  would. 

Q.  Bnt  I  thought  you  wrote  in  this  letter ^A.  Oh,  at  that  time,  do 

jou  mean  t 

Q.  Yes. — A.  At  that  time  I  would. 

Q.  Would  you  have  voted  for  him  then  if  he  had  been  the  Democratic 
candidate  with  the  same  qualities  that  you  supposed  he  had  f — A.  Yes, 
sir :  with  pleasure. 

Q.  You  had  no  question  of  the  power  of  the  county  to  collect  any- 
thing that  was  due  from  Mr.  Matthews ;  he  was  solvent  and  responsi- 
ble ;  yon  had  no  doubt  of  that  kind  when  you  were  counsel  in  this 
case  t — ^A.  The  suit  was  by  Mr.  Matthews  against  the  county. 

Q.  But  I  ask  you  if  Mr.  Matthews  was  responsible,  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  he  owed  the  county  $1,000 1 — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  Mr.  Mat- 
thews was  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  What  the  reputation  of 
the  firm  was  I  could  not  tell  you.  Mr.  Matthews's  wife  had  a  good  deal 
of  property.  I  think  for  years  Mr.  Matthews  took  the  title  to  his  prop- 
erty through  his  wife. 

Q.  Did  the  county  bring  any  suit  against  him  or  make  any  attach- 
ment?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  whatever  turned  out  to  be  due  he  paid  over  when  the  amount 
was  settled  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  understand  that  he  held  this  money  back,  whatever 
it  was,  as  a  means  of  compelling  the  county  to  pay  him  what  he  claimed 
was  his  due  T — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  He  claimed  that  there  were  some  $1,200  or  $1,500  his  due,  or 
$l^t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  defense  to  that  was  one  which,  when  the  judge  consulted 
30a  about,  JOU  said  you  thought  whatever  was  really  due  ought  to  be 
paid  in  spite  of  that  defense,  did  you  nott — ^A.  Yes,  sir :  Mr.  Matthews 
did  not  pretend  to  hold  money  back  on  that  account.  He  stated  this: 
That  he  did  not  know  that  he  was  a  defaulter  to  the  county ;  that  if 
there  was  a  default  it  arose  without  his  knowledge. 

Q.  When  you  use  the  word  default  you  mean  simply  that  the  debt 
was  that  way  f — A.  I  mean  a  legal  default. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  use  the  term  default  in  the  sense  of  a  criminal  at- 
tempt to  defraud  the  county  t  You  do  not  make  that  imputation  on 
him  or  his  memory  t — A.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Matthews  ever  had  a 
dollar  of  the  county's  which  he  knew  to  be  the  county's. 

By  Mr.  Cahebon  : 
Q.  Is  this  the  letter  which  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Matthews  t    I  will  read 
the  one  which  purports  to  be  that  letter. 
The  Witness.  I  have  seen  that  letter. 
Mr.  Gakbbon.  I  will  read  it: 

Cbtbtal  SPRiyos,  Miss., 
^  June  'Z!y  1871. 

J.  P.  MATTBXwa,  Esq. : 

Dbar  Sir  :  Tour  favor  received,  and  I  herewith  inclose  you  bond  from  the  claim  for 
the  pn^erty  levied  on.    I  legret,  as  I  am.  ture  yon  know,  that  onr  difference  in  poUti- 
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cal  views  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  vote  M^ainst  yon  in  yonr  candidacy  for  the 
office  which  yon  have  filled  so  acceptably  to  alrclasses  in  the  connty.  So  far  m  my 
feelings  toward  yon  as  a  man  and  officer  are  concerned  they  are  of  the  kindest  Ana 
it  is  only  the  onrsed  principles  of  the  extreme  mass  of  the  Bepnblican  party  which 
makes  it  absolntely  necessary  to  divide  the  organization  of  parties  in  this  canvass  or 
that  makes  the  office  of  sheriff  a  political  one.  I  know  of  no  man  whom  I  think  has 
more  faithfnlly  and  honestly  filled  the  office  than  yon,  or  more  acceptably  to  the  peo- 
ple. .  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  the  same  limgnage  in  regard  to  Harvey,  and 
while  I  expect  to  work  against  yonr  party,  and  vote  against  M>th  of  yoOf  I  am  yet 
satisfied  that,  excepting  yonr  damnea  politics,  you  are  both  as  good  men  as  we  can 
select  At>m  onr  side.  Tnese  are  my  honest  sentiments,  and  the  only  ones  I  expect  to 
express. 

Yonr  Mend,  Ac,, 

TDL  E.  COOPER. 

The  Witness.  I  think  that  is  aboat  the  letter  as  I  saw  it  in  the  Tri- 
bane. 

Q.  And  about  as  you  recollect  it  f — A.  I  have  do  recollection  what- 
ever of  it.  As  I  now  recollect  my  feelings  towards  Mr.  Matthews  at 
that  time,  and  the  opinion  I  have  entertained  of  him,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  letter  which  I  would  not  have  written. 

By  theCHAiKMAW; 
Q.  He  had  been  a  sheriff  acceptable  to  all  classes  of  the  people  f — A. 
He  had  been  an  accommodating  shenff,  and  there  had  been  a  sort  of 
difficulty  between  Mr.  Matthews  and  the  administration  of  Ooveroor 
Ames,  in  which  I  think  Mr.  Matthews  was  rather  supported  by  the 
people  of  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbtjbt  : 

Q.  This  letter  was  written  in  1871 T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  June,  1871. 
By  Mr.  Gahebon: 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  in  1875  the  Democrats  in  Hazle- 
hnrst  got  a  coffin  or  had  a  coffin  and  tpok  it  to  Mr.  Matthews's  house  or 
n^ar  his  house ;  do  you  remember  thatf — A.  I  do  not 

Q.  Do  you  remehiber  whether  they  did  or  not  f — A.  I  do  not 

Q.  You  were  chairman  of  the  executive  committee! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
was  chairman  of  the  executive  committee ;  but  if  anything  pf  that  sort 
occurred  I  have  no  recollection  of  it  I  do  not  recollect  that  it  was  done 
by  the  Democrats,  I  say,  or  by  the  Bepublicans,  or  anybody  else ;  bat 
it  may  have  been  done.  I  know  that  in  years  back  I  have  heard  of 
coffins  being  carried  around,  but  1  cannot  pretend  to  say  whether  that 
was  done  or  not  that  year. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  that  in  1875  a  Democratic  procession  maarched 
past  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews's  house  in  the  evening  with  banners  and  torches 
carrying  a  coffin  inscribed  "  Matthews"  f  — A.  I  expect  probably  it  was 
done  and  in  this  way,  though  whether  it  was  a  coffin  or  a  coffin  painted 
on  a  transparency  I  do  not  remember ;  but  we  had  a  very  excited  po- 
litical canvass,  and  we  had  a  great  crowd  out  at  meetings,  and  we  car- 
ried all  sorts  of  transparencies  and  representations  of  different  things. 
But  when  I  answered  the  question  I  meant  a  coffin  carried  to  intimidate 
Mr.  Matthews.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  procession  there  was  either 
a  painted  coffin  or  some  coffin  with  words  written  on  it,  ^'  Death  to  the 
Bepublican  party,"  or  something  like  that  that  was  carried  by  the  pro- 
cession. I  do  not  remember  the  fact,  but  1  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  not  done. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  that  it  was  inscribed  "Matthews"?— A. 
Well,  it, may  have  been,  but  I  do  not  remember  it  *.  The  idea  was  that 
it  was  a  burial  of  the  Kepublican  party.    I  remember  once  we  had  a 
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regular  banal  of  the  Bepablican  party  and  pat  it  down  in  a  coffin,  bat 
it  didn't  stay. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  you  buried  a  good  many  of  them  that 
year. 

The  Witness.  Of  the  Bepablican  party  t  In  1875  I  was  chairman  of 
the  execative  committee  and  if  there  was  any  fraud,  ballo^box  staffing, 
or  intimidation  done  in  that  county  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  it,  and 
do  uot  know  it. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon  : 
Q.  One  gentleman  has  stated  that  he  was  a  Democrat  in  1875 ;  that 
processions,  or  whatever  you  choose  to  call  them,  went  through  the 
county  and  had  cannon  and  fired  cannon,  had  guns  and  fired  their 
^08,  bad  pistols  and  fired  their  pistols,  and  that  the  object  of  all 
that  noise  was  to  convince  the  colored  people  that  they  must  either 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket  or  keep  away  from  the  polls  and  not  vote  at 
all ;  that  was  his  understanding  of  it.  What  was  your  understanding 
of  it  t— A.  We  had  cannon  and  we  had  brass  bands,  and  we  had,  I 
think,  such  barbecues  as  never  have  been  seen  in  that  country  before 
or  since.  Sometimes  we  would  go  to  these  meetings  with  our  cannon 
and  band,  with  large  crowds,  bat  it  was  not  my  idea  that  it  was  done 
for  intimidation.  If  any  man  was  killed  in  the  coonty  in  1875, 1  do  not 
DOW  remember  it. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  That  letter  which  has  been  referred  to,  was  written  in  1871,  I 
understand  t^ A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  feelings  of  fHendship  which  existed  at  that  time  continue 
the  Scime ;  I  mean  the  relations,  the  friendly  relations  that  yon  testify 
existed  between  you  and  Mr.  Matthews,  did  they  continue  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death  T — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  felt  towards  Mr.  Matthews  for  years 
before  his  death  in  such  a  way  that  I  could  have  voted  for  him  or  would 
have  voted  for  him.  While  our  personal  relations  might  have  been 
pleasant,  I  considered  Mr.  Matthews  as  a  man  dangerous  to  the  county; 
a  juan,  who,  for  his  own  preferment,  was  banding  the  ci^ored  people  to- 
gether, and,  as  I  believed,  ii^nring  the  county  by  his  acts.  We  re- 
mained on  speaking  terms  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  I  suppose,  but 
we  were  not  on  very  friendly  terms,  not  intimate. 

By  Mr.  Gahebon  : 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if,  in  your  opinion,  Mr.  Matthews  did  anything 
worthy  of  death  !  ^ 

The  Witness.  In  this  kiUing  T 

Mr.  Cahbbon.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  approve  of  that  t — A.  Oh,  no,  sir }  I  think  there  have 
been  many  occasions  when  Mr.  Matthews  might  have  been  killed  in  the 
heat  of  passion,  you  understand,  from  his  manner  of  dealing  in  matters, 
when  it  would  uot  have  been  murder ;  it  might  have  been  manslaughter  ^ 
bat  I  do  not  believe— for  I  understand  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  shot 
down — I  do  not  think  any  act  of  a  m^n  is  sufficient  to  justify  that. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  by  various  witnesses  before  this  committee  that 
during  the  la«t  campaign  in  Copiah  County  bands  of  armed  men  per- 
ambulated the  county,  visited  negroes  at  their  houses  at  night,  killed 
some,  whipped  some,  and  in  various  ways  appeared  to  try  to  intimidate 
them,  and  to  prevent  them  from  voting  on  the  day  of  the  election.  Do 
;oo  think  that  anything  Mr.  Matthews  did  would  justify  that  T — A.  No^ 
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(rir ;  I  do  not.  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Matthews  did,  or  what  he  is 
said  to  have  done.  I  see,  from  reading  some  of  this  testimony  Jt  is 
said  that  the  negroes  were  reported  to  be  ooming  to  town  urmed.  Well, 
if  that  was  true.  I  think  the  white  people  might  properly  arm  them- 
selves to  intimidate  them  all  they  coold  to  keep  them  from  it 

Q.  Did  yon  understand  that  that  was  tme  T — ^A.  I  say  I  do  not  know 
what  was  done.  I  saw  that  in  the  papers  here,  that  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses had  testified  it  was  reported  that  the  negroes  were  coming  tn 
armed.  I  say  if  the  negroes  armed  to  come  to  town,  the  white  people 
have  a  right  to  arm. 

By  Mr.  Feyb  : 

Q.  Did  yon  believe  that  the  negroes  woald  arm  themselves  and  rise 
against  the  white  people  in  Oopiah  Coanty  T — A.  I  did  not  believe  they 
would. 

Q.  Yon  would  have  no  fear  of  that  kind  t — A.  I  do  not  think  they 
would  ordinarily.  I  can  hardly  remember  circumstances  now  under 
which  they  would  arm  and  come  to  town.  I  remember  once  seeing 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  negroes  come  to  town  armed,  I  think,  for 
the  purpose  of  intimidating  the  white  people. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 

Q.  Is  arson  a  capital  offense  in  Oopiah  County T — A.  Yes,  sir;  when 
committed  on  a  house  in  which  some  person  resides — a  residence. 

Q.  Is  it  bailable  under  your  law  T — A.  No.  A  man  is  entitled  to  bail 
under  our  law,  except  in  cases  punishable  by  death,  and,  then,  unless 
the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption  great.  It  would  stand  just  like 
a  murder  case  I  should  say. 

E.  A.  BowAN  affirmed  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet — Answer.  I  live  in  Oopiah  Oounty,  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  oounty,  near  Wesson. 

Q.  Have  you  lived  there  some  years T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  nearly  sixteen 
years ;  I  was  bom  and  raised  in  the  county. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  legislature  fix>m  the  county  of  Oq>iah 
now  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  this  your  first  or  second  term  T — A.  It  is  my  second  term. 

Q.  Were  you  elected  at  the  election  last  &11,  the  election  of  Novem- 
ber, 1883!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  canvass  that  county  T — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  canvass  in  that  direction,  so  &r 
as  you  saw  it,  quiet  and  peaceable,  or  otherwise  f — A.  The  canvass  was 
conducted  very  peaceably,  so  far  as  my  personal  knowledge  goes,  and 
I  canvassed  the  county  all  over.  The  opposition  made  the  first  ap- 
pointments, and  invited  our  party  to  meet  them.  We  met  them  at  every 
appointment,  and  ended  the  canvass  about  two  weeks  before  election. 
After  that  a  series  of  appointments  were  ended  at  Orystal  Springs.  Mr. 
Guynes,  my  colleague,  and  myself  canvassed  the  county  tolerably  a 
second  time  during  the  two  weeks  before  the  election.  The  opposition 
made  no  other  appearance  in  the  field  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  What  was  your  opinion  from  the  canvass  as  to  the  probable  result 
of  the  election  T — A.  I  thought  it  was  the  grandest  political  victory  ever 
achieved  in  the  county. 

Q.  Was  it  your  belief  from  the  canvass  that  you  could  cany  your 
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pmrty  ticket  in  tiie  ooaiity  in  a  perfectly  Ceut  and  ftee  election  t— A.  TeSi 
sir:  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  know  J.  P.  Matthews  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  engaged  in  the  political  canvass  of  1875 1 — A.  Yes,  sir ; 
very  mudi  so. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Matthews  in  itf — A.  Yes^  sir:  he  was. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  in  yonr  possession  a  circolar  issued  by  Mr.  Matthews 
to  the  voters  of  Copiah  County  in  1875  T— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did,  handed  to 
me  by  his  brother,  handed  to  me  on  the  cars. 

Q.  Did  you  give  it  to  the  Wesson  Herald  for  publication  in  1881! — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  the  circular  [handing  a  paper  to  the  witness]  T— A.  (After 
examining  the  paper.)    Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  circular. 

Q.  You  got  your  copy  of  it,  you  say,  from  Mr.  Matthews's  brother  T — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Gall,  Matthews's  brother,  handed  it  to  me  at  Hazle- 
hurst.  We  were  on  the  cars  together,  and  he  handed  me  one,  and  1  sat 
on  the  seat  and  read  it. 

Mr.  Jonas.  I  will  read  this— 

^Tlbt  HBB  6LIDB..^E| 

To  the  voien  of  Copiah  County : 

On  account  of  sickness,  and  arranging  the  tax-books,  and  onr  court  coming  on.  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  see  all,  and  there  has  been  a  great  many  false  reports  circulated 
to  mjore  me,  I  take  this  method  of  correcting  them.  In  the  first  place  there  was  a 
report  circulated  that  I  had  sent  for  all  the  colored  men  to  come  to  Hazlehurst  on  the 
11th  of  September,  armed,  the  author  of  which  could  never  be  found ;  the  intention 
of  which  was  to  prevent  tne  colored  people  from  coming  to  the  speaking.  I  supposed 
to  be  a  trick  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  to  stir  up  tne  people  and  an  ex- 
cuse to  buy  guns  to  try  to  intimidate  the  Republicans. 

2d.  The  brave  and  heroic  Dr.  E.  A.  Rowan,  who  (he  says)  slapped  Ras  Wheeler  in  the 
moutb,  and  backed  old  Tom  Wheeler  out,  and  candidate  for  the  legislature,  and  says 
when  he  gets  there  he  will  have  a  law  passed  to  prohibit  any  man  from  buying  a 
warrant  lor  less  than  its  face  value.  How  simple  the  man.  Says  he  would  not  do 
•uob  a  thing ;  it  is  wrong ;  but  forgets  to  tell  that  I  waited  with  him  for  part  of  the 
tax-list  he  paid,  so  as  he  could  buy  some  more  warrants,  as  he  had  not  purchased 
quite  enougn ;  so  he  is  one  of  the  speculators.  This  man  has  been  going  around  over 
tne  country  telling,  willful,  malicious  lies  on  me,  some  of  which  I  will  mention,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  sa^  he  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  them  as  he  is  represent- 
ing the  people.  For  instance,  at  Brown's  Store  he  said  that  I  had  forged  J.  C.  Martin's 
name  to  tax-receipts,  and  when  informed  that  it  was  a  lie,  he  stated  that  J.  A.  Lamp- 
kin,  of  Beauregard,  was  his  author,  and  went  further  to  say  that  J.  F.  Thompson 
was  L.'s  author.  Knowing  or  believing  that  L.  was  a  gentleman,  I  dropped  hinva 
note  to  know  the  ftkOtB,  Rowan  came  to  answer  for  L.  I  telegraphed  L.  to  answer 
my  note ;  he  replied  Rowan  would  answer  it.  I  t'Clegraphed  for  an  answer  again.  L. 
dispstohed:  'U  repeated  to  Rowan  what  Frank  Thompson  said.  J.A.L."  I  dispatched 
to  L. :  "  Did  Thompson  say  I  forged  tax-receipts  T"  I  then  telegraphed  for  an  answer; 
none  came.  I  then  telegraphed  demanding  an  answer.  L.  answered :  '*  Not  answer- 
ing your  demand ;  but  I  and  three  or  four  others  heard  Thompson  say  so.''  So  yon 
aee  it  is  hard  to  get  at  these  things ;  and  finally  it  rests  on  some  outcast  that  would 
diMrrace  any  ffentleman  to  notice. 

Tnis  man,  .Himes  Franklin  Thompson,  I  will  tell  you  who  he  Is.  He  is  the  man  that  a 
lew  years  ago  was  thought  and  believed  by  the  community  to  be  the  assassin  of  Jas- 
per N.  DeceU,  a  young  man  raised  in  the  lower  part  of  Copiah,  and  a  harmless  man. 
My  reason  lor  believing  it  is,  DeceU  told  me  not  more  than  one  nonr  before  he  breathed 
bis  last  that  Thompson  was  the  man  that  killed  him,  and  I  believe  the  dying  man  told 
the  tmth ;  he  also  cave  the  cause,  which  I  withhold  for  the  present.  And  even  this 
year,  Thompson  induced  bis  old  aunt  to  move  to  his  place  to  live  with  him ;  and  as 
soon  mm  he  got  what  the  old  woman  had,  he  shoved  her  off  the  door-step,  dragged  her 
to  the  gate,  and  throwing  a  few  of  her  things  over  the  fence,  drove  her  off,  claiming 
that  the  most  valuable  was  his— that  she  had  given  them  to  him.  Thus  we  see  he 
robbed  his  old  aunt.  My  author  is  old  aunt  Nancy  Minton,  his  aunt  that  was  bruised 
by  his  hands  and  brutally  robbed.  Now,  I  denounce  the  author  of  the  forgery  a  base 
liar  and  a  cowardly  brute,  and  I  believe  that  Rowan  knew  it  was  a  lie,  but  told  it  to 
obey  his  master,  and  try  to  injure  me. 
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Then  I  hmwe  andentood  Judge  Mayes  has  been  rentilatinff  me  oonoideTmbly,  and  bu 
talked  some  abont  my  old  father.  My  brother-in-law  onght  to  go  slow.  He  Icnovs 
I  have  taken  him  out  of  the  gutters  in  his  sprees,  when  no  d^sent  man  ought  to 
have  touched  his  filthy  carcass,  and  defended  him  %vhen  a  candidate  for  office  to  keep 
out  of  the  army,  when  the  people  charged  him  (pretty  iustly )  with  stirring  up  the 
old  bank  claims  and  oppressing  them,  and  stirring  up  the  lieonard  suits  which  un- 
sheltered such  men  as  old  William  Brown  and  John  Blaakenship  and  the  old  widow 
McLurg,  and  a  great  many  others.  Now,  judge,  go  slow  on  my  old  father ;  jou  got 
his  land.  But  you  are  at  liberty  to  ventilate  my  record  from  1840  to  date.  While  I 
have  done  many  things  like  these,  I  have  regretted  the  neeewity,  but  never  the  act. 

Then  there  is  King,  the  old  war  hoise  and  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  party. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Who  did  he  mean ;  Ben  King,  of  Gopiah  coonty,  who  was 
the  Independent  candidate  for  governor  in  1881 T 
The  Witness.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Jonas  (continuing  to  read) : 

A  man  who  is  never  at  peace  or  on  fHendlv  terms  with  any  two  viembefs  of  hit 
family  at  the  same  time ;  a  man  whom  I  am  informed  preferred  staying  aU  ni^ht  with 
John  Hennington  (a  very  clever  colored  man,  I  must  say)  in  preference  to  staying  with 
his  own  color.  I  suppose  trying  to  carry  his  party  down  to  social  eonality ;  he  is  t&msn 
that  bought  nis  gold  pen  to  sign  the  ordinance  of  secession^  ana  done  as  much  as  any 
other  man  to  tear  down  the  be^t  Government  in  the  world  and  bring  on  the  war,  and  done 
as  little  to  defend  his  country  as  any  other.  He  volonteered  and  went  off  as  first  lien- 
tenant,  and  induced  every  poor  boy  and  man  to  go  with  him,  as  the  people  had  confi- 
dence, in  him  was  anxious  their  boys  should  go  with  him,  but  when  the  regiment  was 
formed,  and  he  got  beat  for  m^Jor,  like  a  cowardly  brute  slapped  a  poor  s^dier  inthe 
mouth  with  his  sword,  left  the  poor  boys  intrusted  to  his  care,  resigned;  and  come 
home,  and  ran  for  petty  office  to  keep  his  corrupt  carcass  whole ;  but  the  pei^le  that  had 
intrusted  their  children  with  him  repudiated  him.  and  then  we  find  him  in  the  militia 
where  he  got  the  name  of  colonel,  that  he  now  oisgraoes,  and  never  was  during  the 
war  in  range  even  of  their  largest  guns,  and  now  has  a  large  store  and  a  deed  of 
trust  on  the  shelter  of  every  widow  and  orphan  of  the  Confederate  dead  in  his  reach, 
and  buys  widows'  and  men's  warrants  as  cheap  as  my  father  does^  and  instead  of  paj- 
ing  them  the  money  like  a  gentleman,  he  gives  them  goods  out  of  the  store  at  about 
three  prices,  when  the  fact  is  what  hurts  King,  he  can't  get  all ;  vou  get  more  for  a 
warrant  at  50  cents  in  money  than  75  cents  in  trade ;  but  my  father  always  paid  m 
much  in  cash  as  King  did  in  goods;  there  is  no  man  that  buys  more  Uutn  King  and 
pays  his  customers'  tax  with  them ;  and  in  addition  to  getting  the  par  value  he 
charges  15  per  cent.,  which  he  gets  for  eveij  warrant  he  buys  at  25  c«nts,  $1.15;  if  be 
tells  you  he  gives  you  the  face  the  trade  brings  it  to  25  cents. 

King  is  also  the  man  that  run  a  doggery  in  partnership  with  Jo.  Goodman,  a  negro, 
near  Pine  Ridge,  and  sold  ne^^'s  wnisky  to  ooys  for  cotton,  knowing  it  was  stoleo. 
and  the  poor  negro  stands  indicted,  when  King,  the  professional  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  ought  to  \^ ;  also  he  is  the  man  that  imported  one  of  his  nephews,  in  the  shape 
of  a  human  being,  by  the  name  of  W.  K.  Deason,  to  Beauregard,  to  act  as  mayor,  at 
the  honest  people  had  elected  a  man  that  would  not  call  him  master,  and  his  nephew 
was  allowed  double  fees  in  violation  of  law,  and  thus  this  leader  robbed  the  honest 
people ;  even  when  the  court  stopped  his  oarpet-bag  mayor,  then  the  robber  called 
the  council  and  repealed  all  the  town  ordinances,  and  the  oorp<Hration  has  no  laws,  ex- 
cept some  minor  ordinances  to-day.  He  is  also  telling  around  that  I  willed  one  of  mj 
brothers  a  sum  of  money  to  kill  him  and  the  executive  committee.  He  lies.  My  wiU 
is,  that  when  King  and  the  executive  committee  hire  me  rourderedy  as  I  have  heard 
that  they  intended  doing,  then,  in  that  case,  I  wanted  my  family  to  appropriate  all  I 
owned  to  have  their  families  to  fee)  the  need  of  a  father  as  well  as  my  little  ohildreo. 

Now,  these  are  the  men  that  are  going  round  abusing  me  and  mv  fiunily,  and  tell- 
ing their  lies,  simply  because  they  can't  rob  the  county  as  it  was  when  they  had  J.  C. 
Martin  in,  that  they,  and  especially  King,  controlled. 

I  was  bom  and  raised  here  in  your  midst^  and  I  have  tried  to  serve  you  as  ahcsiff 
in  the  past  so  as  to  offend  none.  I  have  never  allowed  my  politics  or  anything  eHm 
to  influence  me,  but  tried  to  do  my  duty  towards  every  man.  I  have  no  ill  will 
towards  any  man  on  account  of  his  views.  I  have  always  deemed  it  my  duty  to  ac- 
commodate every  man,  and  have  always  done  so  regardiess  of  political  differencee, 
and  I  do  not  believe  any  Democrat  can  say  he  ever  Knew  my  politics  by  my  acts  ia 
the  office,  or  in  any  of  my  private  or  officii  acts  with  them,  ana  if  I  am  elected,  gco- 
tlemen,  I  pledge  you,  as  in  the  past,  I  will  serve  to  the  best  ot  my  ability,  and  not  a 
single  man  shiul  know  my  politics  by  my  official  acts. 

i  never  was  a  Democrat  or  a  Secessionist.  I  always  do  what  I  believe  to  be  right 
My  opponent,  Mr.  Cook,  is  a  clever  man,  although  he  wears  his  red  pants,  idiieh,  ia 
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my  opinion,  means  anotber  war ;  but  he  done  no  fighting  in  the  last,  and  waa  net, 
like  myaelfy  crippled. 

Now,  compare  my  record  with  his,  and  if  you  can  conscientiously  vote  for  me  and 
I  am  elected,  I  stand  ready  to  accommodate  all  men  of  all  parties  officially  alike,  and 
DO  man  will  be  moie  thankful  than  your  humble  servant, 

J.  P.  MATTHEWS. 

Mr.  Fbye.  What  is  the  date  of  that  t 

Mr.  Jonas.  The  date  of  that  is  1875.    It  was  republished  in  1881. 

By  Mr.  JowAS : 
Q.  1  find  in  this  paper  also  a  letter  of  acceptance  from  Ben.  King 
of  Aagast  10,  1881,  dated  at  Beauregard,  Miss.,  accepting  the  nomi- 
nation for  governor.    You  saw  that  also  published  in  the  papers  at  that 
timef — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Jonas.  I  will  read  it : 

Beaubegard,  Miss,  Augu9i  10,  1881. 
To  Menrs,  J^hn  T,  Hidly  J,  B.  TeUowly,  J.  B,  DeoMon,  J.  P.  Matthews^  and  J,  Taylor, 

ComnUtiee : 
Gentlemen  :  In  answer  to  yonr  reqaest-  for  the  nse  of  my  nanie  by  the  National 
Orerabaek  Labor  party  and  the  fiepnblican  party  aa  a  candi<late  for  goYernor,  I  reply 
that,  in  view  of  yonr  request  and  like  requests  made  by  the  Democrats  and  Conserva- 
tives, I  consent;  it  being  understood  that  I  am  neither  a  Greenbacker,  Republican, 
or  Democrat,  but  a  Conservative,  pledged,  if  elected,  to  use  all  the  executive  power 
for  those  fundamental  principles  of  a  republican  form  of  government,  a  free  ballot 
and  a  faiv  connt,  and  free  speech^  eqnal  protection  of  the  law  of  the  persons  and 
property  and  rights  of  all  citizens. 

BENJ.  KING. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Is  that  the  same  Bei\}amiii  King  that  Mr.  Matthews  al- 
ludes to  in  his  letter! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  merchant  in  Copiah,  and  the  old  war-horse  and  acknowledged 
leader  of  the  party  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  this  the  same  J.  P.  Matthews  who  called  on  Mr.  King  as  a  com- 
mittee asking  him  to  ran  for  governor  f — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  letter  of  acceptance  T — ^A.  i  es,  sir. 

Mr.  Fbys.  Doee  yonr  witness  mean  to  say  that  J.  P.  Matthews  se- 
cured the  publishing  of  this  in  1881 T 

Mr.  Jonas.  In  1875  this  witness  gave  that  paper  a  copy  of  the  cir- 
cnlar  which  he  had  in  his  possession,,  and  which  he  got  himself  from 
Mr.  Mattbews's  brother^ 

Mr.  Fbte.  Do  you  miean  to  have  the  witness  testify  that  Matthews 
was  circulating  that  in  1881  or  circulating.it  in  1875|  or  that  he  gave 
him  a  copy  in  1881t 

Mr.  JoNAa.  Np^  hegiive  it  in  1875. 

The  WiTVBfiS.  Hegave  it  to  me  the  ere  before  the  election  in  1875. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 
Q.  But  it  was  not  pubhshed  by  Mr.  Matthews^s  request  in  1881 1— A. 
Ko.  sir. 
Q.  But  that  is  in  a  Democratic  paper  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent  th€bt  circular  was  distributed  in 
lS75f.^A.  To  a  considerable  extent,  I  suppose.  Mr.  Oall  Matthews  was 
giving  them  out  pronriscnoiisly  when  he  gave  me  cue. 

Q.  It  was  a  printed  circular,  you  say  ! — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  printed  circu- 
lar. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q.  You  say  this  was  the  most  glorious  victory  that  ever  was  in  your 
part  of  the  world,  I  understand  youf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  say  it  was  one  of 
the  most  glorious.  .  , 
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Q.  You  do  not  refer,  of  oourse,  to  yonr  own  election  to  legidatoret-* 
A.  Not  at  all,  sir. 

Q.  Bat  to  the  entire  victoiy  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  take  a  pretty  active  part  in  that  canvass  t — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Were  there  any  joint  discussions  for  the  last  fortnight  before  the 
election! — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  think  not. 

Q.  Was  there  a  BepabUcan  meeting  held  or  speech  made  in  your 
county  within  the  last  fortnight  before  the  election  t — ^A.  I  cannot  say 
positively. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  the  Bepublican  meetings  stopped? 

The  Witness.  Do  I  know  why  they  stopped  ! 

The  Chairman.  Yes ;  why  they  stopped  a  fortnight  before  the  elec- 
tion t 

A.  Well,  I  will  be  candid  with  you,  sir;  I  think  it  was  becanse  they 
felt  that  our  side  had  so  defeated  them  in  the  campaign,  and  proved  op 
their  corruption  so  conclusively,  that  they  thonght  it  was  no  use  before 
the  honest  people  of  Oopiah  County  to  make  farther  contest. 

Q.  The  Democrats  went  on  with  their  meetings  up  to  the  time  of  the 
election  t — A.  Yes,  sir :  we  did. 

Q.  Were  you  one  or  this  mounted  company  which  went  about  the 
country  !— A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not. 

(^  Did  you  see  that  company  anywhere  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not 

Q.  Did  you  not  address  them  or  make  a  speech  to  them  at  GoiPt 
store  t — A.  I  made  a  speech  to  a  very  respectable  audience  there. 

Q.  Was  that  very  respectable  audience  armed  t — ^A.  They  had  anus; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ganst — ^A.  Some  of  them  had  guns. 

Q.  And  cannon  T — ^A.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  cannon  there  that 
day. 

Q.  Simply  gnus  and  pistols  T— A.  I  did  not  see  any  pistols^  bat  there 
were  guns  there. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  t — ^A.  I  think  it  was  on  the  27th  of  October,  if  I 
mistake  not. 

Q.  What  day  of  the  week  was  it  f — ^A.  It  was  on  Saturday,  I  believe. 

Q.  About  ten  days  before  the  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it  T — ^A.  It  was  about  2  o^dock,  I 
think^at  I  addressed  them — perhaps  earlier  than  that. 

Q.  Who  else  addressed  them  f — A.  My  colleague,  Mr.  A.  B.  Oayoes. 

Q.  Who  was  in  command  of  that  company  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know ;  I 
think  there  was  a  part  of  three  Democratic  clubs  there — perhaps  foar. 

Q.  Were  they  on  horseback  t — ^A.  I  think  the  most  of  them  came 
there  on  horseback. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  of  them  in  the  crowd  T — ^A.  I  don't  know 
exactly ;  I  suppose  about  forty  or  fifty ;  there  might  have  been  more 
than  that  there. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  names  of  any  of  them  T — ^A.  I  can  give  you  the 
names  of  a  good  many  who  were  there. 

Q.  Was  Kas  Wheeler  there  t— -A.  No,  sir;  he  was  not. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Bailey  there  T— A.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Bail^  was  there. 

Q.  Where  is  your  residence  t — ^A.  My  resideiioe  is  in  the  soothem 
part  of  the  county  near  Wesson. 

Q.  You  were  not  at  the  meeting  at  Hazlehurst  after  the  electioa  t— 
A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mf.  Saulsbury  : 
Q.  You  spoke  about  there  being  arms  there.    Do  yoo  know  whether 
or  not  the  persons  who  brought  their  arms  there  had  heard  the,  nu 
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that  the  meeting  was  going  to  be  interrupted  by  the  other  side  f — A. 
I  heard  that.  I  will  state  in  this  connection  that  the  Bepublicans  or 
Independents,  as  they  termed  themselves,  had  had  a  meeting  there  pre- 
YioQS  to  that,  and  there  had  been  considerable  confusion  and  bulldoz- 
ing, as  it  Is  ordinarily  termed  l^y  that  crowd,  and  we  had  heard  that  we 
would  not  be  allowed  to  speak  if  we  went  there. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  reason  you  understood  that  the  men  carried  the 
gans  there  T — A.  That  was  the  reason. 

Q.  It  was  not  all  that  went  there  to  hear  you  speak  who  carried  their 
armst — A.  No,  sir;  not  over  half  of  them. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q.  You  say  bulldozing.     By  what  party  f — A.  By  the  Bepublicans. 

Q.  Who  had  been  bulldozing  T — A.  They  threatened  some  of  the 
Democrats  who  had  been  there  that  day. 

Q.  Did  they  inflict  injury  oa  any  of  them  T — A.  No,  sir  ^  neither  did 
the  Democrats  the  day  I  spoke  there  inflict  any  injury  or  intend  to. 

Q.  But  at  the  time  you  spoke  you  understood  the  Bepublicans  had 
got  so  convicted  of  their  corruption  and  wickedness  that  they  had  given 
np  the  campaign :  I  understood  you  to  say  tffatf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  said 
that 

The  Ghaibman.  But  although  they  had  given  up  the  campaign  in 
despair  yoa  still  thought  tho$e  people  would  come  there  and  break  up 
you'  meeting,  and  therefore  you  went  there  armed  with  shot-guns.  That 
is  all. 

E.  O.  Wall  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  livef — Answer.  I  live  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q-  Do  you  hold  toy  office? — A.  I  am  commissioner  of  agriculture  and 
immigration  for  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  Hinds  or  Gopiah  Gounty  T — A.  I  am  a  citizen 
of  Hinds  County  now. 

Q.  Did  you  know  J.  P.  Matthews,  of  Gopiah  Gounty  ! — A.  I  never 
met  him  bat  once  in  my  life,  and  that  was  in  Jackson,  I  think,  the  latter 
part  of  August,  1881,  and  I  shall  never  forget  seeing  him. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  ha<l 
a  conversation.  He  addressed  his  conversation  to  me;  I  had  very  little 
with  him. 

Q.  Who  else  was  present  at  thatconversationf — A.  I  think  Mr.  Henr^* 
MuUer,  of  Jackson,  and  three  or  four  others.  Mr.  Johnson,  deputy 
auditor,  was  sitting  by  me  when  Mr.  Matthews  came  up  in  fYt>nt  of  the 
hotel  at  Jackson.  I  was  boarding  at  the  Spangler  House  and  was  sit- 
ting in  front  of  the  hotel  and  Mr.  Matthews  came  up  and  Mr.  Johnson 
introduced  me  to  him.  I  had  never  seen  him  before,  and  did  not  know 
him  at  all,  and  in  introducing  him  Mr.  Johnson  said,  ^^  Mr.  Matthews, 
how  can  you  support  Ben  King  now  when  you  got  out  that  terrible  cir- 
cular about  him  a  few  years  agoT"  Mr.  Matthews,  in  answer  to  him, 
says,  ^^  Oh,  that  is  all  a  pack  of  lies ;  now  Ben  King  is  all  right." 

Q.  He  said  that  in  reference  to  this  circular  which  has  just  been 
read  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  understood  so:  I  have  heard  the  circular  read 
often. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Matthews  again  shortly  before  the  election  last 
yeart— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  reason  did  he  give  for  circulating  that  circular  f — A.  He  said 
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he  wanted  to  get  up  a  difficulty  with  Ben  King  and  his  party.  King 
was  at  that  time  called  the  war-horse  of  the  Democracy  In  Copiah 
Ooanty,  and  he  said  that  he  issued  the  circular  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting up  a  difficulty  with  Ben  King  and  his  Democratic  friends  in  tiiat 
county.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that  King  was  to  come  out  to  tbf9  pre- 
cinct— I  think  it  was  precinct  No.  3 ;  I  do  not  remember  what  precinct  it 
was;  that  he  had  five  hundred  negroes  well  organized  in  that  precinctT 
and  that  he  had  armed  eighty  of  them  himself^  and  that  if  King  took  up 
his  circular  and  got  into  trouble  with  him  that  he  intended  to  kill  him 
and  every  white  man  in  the  county ,  and  be  said  yes,  and  they  wonid 
have  outlawed  me,  and  I  would  have  killed  every  white  man,  womaoi, 

and  child  in  Hinds  County.    It  so  exasperated  me 

Q.  Did  he  say  Hinds  County  or  Copiah  County  t — ^A.  He  said  Oopiah 
County.  It  so  exasperated  me  that  I  could  hardly  keep  from  having  a  dif- 
ficulty with  him.  1  feared  I  would  insult  bim,  and  be  would  sMkeme, 
and  I  got  up  and  went  to  my  room  out  of  his  way,  and  I  understood  he 
went  on  with  the  same  conversation  to  the  crowd  after  I  left.  Mr.  Mul- 
ler  said  that  he  said  after  he  got  through  with  Copiah  he  intended  to 
march  up  into  Hinds  Cofinty.  That  was  the  first  and  last  time  I  ever 
saw  Mr.  Matthews.    That  was  in  1881,  just  before  the  canvass  opeDed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  many  persons  were  in  this  company  T — A.  I  think  thaie  were 
five  or  six  that  were  sitting  around  the  hotel  as  usual. 

Q.  Were  they  persons  whom  you  knew  ! — A.  Only  one  that  I  knew 
who  was  present. 

Q.  But  the  others  were  white  menf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  white 
men  every  one  of  them. 

Q.  Was  this  in  a  hotel  f — A.  Tes,sip;  infrontoftbeSpanglerHoofle. 

Q.  In  the  street  T — A.  Bight  in  front  of  the  hotel  there  is  an  awning 
that  we  sit  under  in  the  afternoons.  He  came  up  and  took  a  seat  hj 
me  when  he  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Johikson. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  other  people  were  friends  of  your  friend, 
or  friends' of  Mr.  Matthews  f—A»  I  do  nbt  know  wketiier  they  wfereor 
not 

Q.  It  was  just-*— Ai  If  you  wttl  give  me  time'  to  answer,  1  will  da 
so  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  Tkey  had  a  Hqnor  dealers'  conveDtioil  in 
Jackson  at  that  time,'and  thero  were  a  gteat  many  strangers  there,  and 
he  was  up  there,  I  understood,  attending  that  convention,  and  a  gfe&l 
many  of  them'  were  siting  around,  and  the  only  one  that  I  rememb^ 
except  Mr.  Johnson,  who  left  Just  after  he  got  me  into  the  oonversation; 
was  Henry  Mnllerf  he -was  the  only  one  that  I  remember  who  was  sit- 
ting there.    ^ 

Q.  This  was  a  company  of  white  g^itlemen,  apparently  t— A  Tee, 
sir;  there  might  have  been  some  of  the  waiters  of  the  hotel  around^  too. 

Q*  But  these  five  or  six  persons  who  were  sitting  there  with  yon— I 
do  not  mean  in  your  company — but  where  you  were  sitting,  to  whom 

Mr.  Matthews  addressed  this  talk A.  He  addressed  the  talk  to  me, 

directly  to  me.  because  he  w^  introduced  by  Mr.  Johnson. 

Q.  And  he  broke  right  out  to  you  with  that  talk,  to  you,  an  entire 
stranger  t — A.  Well,  1  was  introdticed  to  him  by  Mr.  Johnson. 

Q.  He  said  if  these  men  came  out  there  he  was  going  to  kill  eveiy 
roan,  woman,  and  child  t— A.  He  said  he  brought  out  that  circular  f<Hr 
the  purpose  of  aggravating  Ben  King  and  his  party  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  alx>ut  the  circular f — A.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Johnson 
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asked  him,  as  I  have  stated  in  my  testimony ;  that  is  the  way  the  con- 
versation originated.    I  had  never  seen  Mr.  Matthews  before. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Johnson  a  Democrat  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir^  he  is  deputy  auditor 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Q.  He  was  then  a  Democrat,  was  heJI — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 
Q.  Do  you  think  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
versation  he  had  with  you  in  1881  f — A.  I  cannot  say.    I  was  not  in  Co- 
piah County  and  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was.    I  do  not  think  you 
will  find  anybody  to  testify  to  the  killing ;  I  mean  the  way  he  was  killed, 

Sylvester  Gwm  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbury  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  t — Answer.  I  reside  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Mississippi  f — A.  All  my  life,  fifty- 
odd  years.  I  was  born  in  Mississippi.  I  have  been  in  Jackson  since 
1878. 

Q.  Where  did  you  reside  before  that  T — A.  I  resided  in  Lawrence 
County. 

Q.  Do  you  hold  any  public  position  in  that  State  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
am  auditor  of  public  accounts  of  that  State. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Matthews  in  refer- 
ence to  a  circular  which  be  issued  in  1875,  and  which  has  been  offered 
in  evidence  here  T — A.  I  remember  having  a  conversation  in  my  ofOice. 
The  conversation  grew  out  of  a  talk  we  had  about  the  canvass  between 
Eang  and  Lowry. 

Q.  What  time  was  that  conversation  T — A.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1882. 

Q.  What  was  said  in  that  conversation  by  Mr.  Matthews  in  reference 
to  that  circular  f— A.  I  knew  that  King  and  Matthews  had  been  bit- 
ter enemies  and  at  that  time  Matthews  seemed  to  be  a  warm  friend  of 
his,  and  had  been  during  the  canvass  of  1881.  I  asked  Mr.  Matthews 
how  it  was  that  he  and  Mr.  King  were  such  warm  friends  now,  when 
they  had  been  such  bitter  enemies,  and  alluded  to  a  circular  that  I  had 
hea^  that  he  had  written  and  circulated,  and  he  said  to  me  that  that 
circular  was  a  lie;  '^  What  I  said  in  that  circular  about  King  is  not  so ; 
he  was  a  good  man  then  and  is  a  good  man  now."  I  said,  <^  Why  did 
you  write  the  circular  f'  and  he  said  'Hhere  was  going  to  be  a  meeting 
at  my  voting  precinct,  and  the  mass  of  the  white  people  there  were 
friendly  to  me  and  all  the  negroes";  that  the  negroes  were  all  of  his 
friends  and  most  of  the  white  people  there  at  that  box,  or  a  great  many 
of  the  white  people,  and  he  said  he  had  that  circular  issued  with  a  view 
of  carrying  it  to  that  box  and  scattering  over  the  heads  of  the  people, 
and  letting  King  and  his  friends  see  it,  and  that  he  hoped  that  they  would 
resent  it,  and  if  they  did  he  would  kill  every  damned  one  of  them,  and 
not  only  that,  but  he  intended  to  march 'through  the  county  killing  men 
and  women.  I  said  to  him  ^^  Print,  you  ought  to  be  hung  for  that  now,  for 
s^yiiig  you  would  do  anything  or  that  sort."  He  and  I  were  on  good 
terms. 

Q.  Are  you  frequently  in  Copiah  County  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been 
there  often. 

Q.  Have  you  a  general  acquaintance  with  the  people  of  that  county  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  pretty  general.  I  was  raised  in  the  county  adjoining  Co- 
piah. 
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Q.  What  is  your  estimate  of  tbat  coanty,  of  the  white  men  and  Dem- 
ocrats of  that  county  as  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens  f— A.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  better  element  of  white  men  anywhere  than  there 
is  in  Oopiah  County.  They  have  always  been  r^surded  as  a  proud, 
high-toned  people,  the  people  who  form  the  citizenship  of  that  oonnty, 
it  has  been  so  regarded  and  the  county  has  often  been  spoken  of  through- 
out the  State  as  containing  an  elegant  class  of  people,  always  alluded 
to  in  that  way.  It  is  a  large  county,  and  has  a  great  many  white  people 
in  it  and  a  great  many  negroes.  It  is  among  the  largest  tax-pajiug 
counties  in  the  State. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  any  large  percentage  of  the  white  people  of 
that  county  would  encourage  or  ever  did  encourage  lawlessness  and 
violations  of  law  and  order  in  that  county  f — A.  I  do  not ;  on  the  con- 
trary I  believe  they  would  discourage  anything  of  the  sort 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  think  that  you  heard  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  before  that  time 
been  expecting  he  would  himself  be  slain  in  that  county  t — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not  know  that  I  had  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  know  that  he  had  in  1875  expressed  his  apprehension 
that  he  might  be  killed  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  him  say  that  he  and  his 
brothers  had  entered  into  a  solemn  agreement  that  if  either  one  of  them 
was  ever  killed  that  they  would  avenge  his  death,  and  they  wonld  not 
be  satisfied  with  the  same  amount  of  blood. 

Q.  You  being  a  State  auditor,  I  suppose  are  a  Democrat  t— A  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  very  well  known  as  a  zealous,  earnest  Democrat,  were  yon 
not ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  was  so  known  to  Mr.  Matthews  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Matthews 
recognized  me  as  a  Democrat,  and  I  recognized  him  as  a  Bepablican. 

Q.  Were  you  alone  when  you  had  this  conversation  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  my 
deputy  auditor  was  present  and  Mr.  Adams  was  present,  that  I  remem- 
ber. 

Q.  All  Democrats,  except  Mr.  Matthews  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  was  in  1882!— A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  early  part  of  1882— the 
latter  part  of  the  spring,  or  eiu*ly  summer. 

Q.  Did  it  not  occur  to  you  as  a  little  singular  that  thiR  man,  who  had 
been  under  apprehension  that  he  would  be  killed  in  Gopiah  Gonnty,  in 
a  county  where  nearly  all  the  white  men  were  DemocunEits,  should  tell 
you  that  he  got  up  a  circular  so  that  he  might  go  through  that  oonn^ 
murdering  and  slaughtering;  did  you  not  t^ink  that  was  ratiier  stnudge 
to  tell  that  to  you  three  Democrats f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  thought  so;  bnt 
that  was  in  1875. 

Q.  It  did  not  dawn  on  your  mind  that  he  might  be  Joking  t — A.  It  did 
not  occur  to  me  or  carry  with  it  a  great  amount  of  earnestness. 

Q.  He  was  going  through  there  to  carry  fire,  violence,  and  slaughter  t— 
A.  We  were  talking,  and  he  was  always  one  of  those  men  who  say  al- 
most anything  that  came  up,  atid  often  was  not  in  earnest. 

Q.  He  was  a  man  who  often  said  most  anything  that  came  up,  and 
often  said  what  was  not  in  earnest;  but  you  thought  he  was  in  earnest 
then  f — A.  I  thought  he  was,  and  I  believe  he  said  that  for  a  purpose. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  f — A.  I  think  his  idea  in  telling  that  tome  was 
to  convey  the  idea  that  he  was  a  warm  friend  of  King's,  and  that  all  be 
had  said  in  the  matter  before  that  time  was  untrue. 

Q.  For  the  sake  of  getting  up  something  for  which  he  could  slaughter 
them  f — A.  I  said  I  thought  he  said  it  to  justify  his  friendship  for  King. 

Q.  But  he  told  you,  as  I  understand  you,  that  this  circular  he  got  np 
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with  the  view  of  scattering  it  over  the  heads  of  the  people  at  the  meet- 
ing f — A.  Yes,  sir;  hoping  to  inflame  them  in  such  a  way  they  would 
resent  it 

Q.  To  provoke  a  fight  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  And  then  he  was  going  tlirough  the  country  slaughtering  the 
people f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  I  used  the  word  slaughter. 

Q.  But  slaying  or  killing  people  ? — ^A.  I  said  that  he  said  he  would 
go  through  the  country  and  kill  men  and  women. 

Q.  Ton  say  you  think  the  white  people  of  Copiah  County  are  worthy 
3>eople,  as  I  understand  you,  a  high-toned  and  elegant  people  f — ^A.  I  do. 
I  believe  the  white  Democratic  people  of  Copiah  County  are  as  high- 
toned  as  any  people. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  this  thing  that  you  heard  Mr.  Matthews  say  or 
anything  else  you  heard  him  say  is  an  excuse  for  killing  him  in  cold 
blood  t — ^A.  No^  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  persons  who  after  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews 
elected  the  man  who  killed  him  marshal  of  the  city  were  among  those 
high-toned  white  Democrats  that  you  have  spoken  off — A.  The  people 
did  not  elect  him. 

Q.  Well,  the  five  aldermen  who  did  elect  him  ! — ^A.  Of  the  aldermen 
who  elected  him  three  voted  for  him  and  two  against  him,  and  saddled 
liim  on  the  people. 

Q.  Were  they  high-toned  white  Democrats  t — A.  I  do  not  know.  The 
bosurd  of  supervisors  of  the  county 

Q.  But  it  was  the  board  of  aldermen  I  am  asking  about.  I  want  to 
Imow  if  they  are  the  average  of  the  respectable  and  high-toned  gentle- 
men that  you  speak  off — ^A.  I  do  not  know  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  chancery  clerk  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  one  of  that  class  f — A.  He  is  a  very  clever  gentleman. 

Q,  And  a  fair  type  of  the  white  Democrats  of  Copiah  County,  so  far 
as  you  know  ? — ^A.  I  regard  him  as  a  good  man. 

Q,  Do  you  know  the  superintendent  of  schools  in  that  county  t — A. 
No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  His  name,  I  believe,  is  D.  S.  Burch  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  but  little 
of  him. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  him  by  reputation  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  whether  he  is  one  of  the  high-toned  and  worthy 
gentlemen  you  have  spoken  off — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Norman  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  is  the  chancery 
clerk.  He  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  very  good  man.  I  have 
always  so  regarded  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Birdsong  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  fair  type  of  the  high-toned  and  elegant  gentlemen  you  have 
spoken  off — A.  I  regard  Mr.  Birdsong  as  a  very  clever  man. 

Q.  The  remark  you  use  that  a  man  is  high-toned  does  not  give  us  a 
very  good  description  of  him. — A.  He  is  a  fine  gentleman  in  any  com- 
munity* 

Q.  And  you  think  the  Democrats  of  Copiah  County  are  about  such 
specimens  of  high-toned  excellent  men  as  Mr.  Birdsong  and  Mr.  Nor- 
man f — A.  I  consider  them  as  clever  and  high-toned  people  as  you  would 
find  in  any  commnnity. 

By  :^r.  Saulsbuby  : 
Q.  Do  you  state  that  the  people  of  Copiah  County  did  not  approve  of 
the  action  of  the  board  of  aldermen  in  appointing  Wheeler  marshal  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  it  not  generally  condemned  by  the  i>eoplef — ^A.  Yes,  dr;  It 
was  generally  condemned  by  the  people,  those  that  I  heard  spe^lk  of  it 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  Democratic  gentleman,  high-toned  and  ele- 
gant, elected  to  office  in  that  county,  who  declined  to  take  his  office 
after  that  election  f — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 
Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  President  Hayes  had  declined  to  take  the 
office  of  President  after  it  had  been  given  to  him  by  the  Electoral  Com- 
mission against  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  this  country  T — ^A.  I  never 
did,  sir. 

WiBT  Adams  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  t — ^Answer.  In  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q.  Have  you  lived  there  for  a  number  of  years  t — ^A.  I  was  bom  in 
Mississippi. 

Q.  What  office  do  you  hold  ? — ^A.  I  am  in  the  State  revenue  office. 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  you  know  in  reference  to  the  indebtedness  of 
Mr.  Matthews  to  the  county  of  Copiah  T  Did  you  investigate  it  t— A.  I 
did  not  make  the  investigation  myself;  it  was  Mr.  Echols  who  made 
the  investigation  at  the  time,  but  I  took  charge  of  the  office  shortly 
before  his  death  and  am  conversant  with  the  affairs  of  the  office. 

Q.  It  came  immediately  to  your  knowledge  afterwards  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
It  was  in  1880  that  Mr.  Matthews's  accounts  were  examined,  and  he  was 
found  to  l>e  behind  in  the  accounts  a  little  over  $3,100,  and  the  revenue 
agent  in  settling  the  account  of  Mr.  Matthews  made  an  allowance  which 
he  claimed  (which  the  court  has  allowed  him)  of  some  $1,900  for  jul 
fees  and  bailiff  fees  or  for  feeding  prisoners,  I  think.  And  Mr.  Matthews 
paid  the  revenue  agent,  after  making  his  allowance,  $1^207,  which  was  a 
deposit  over  and  above  his  allowance  and  about  $4^  m  cash  interest 

Q.  Is  that  a  memorandum  of  the  settlement,  a  copy  certifi^  by  yoa 

(handing  a  paper  to  the  witness  T] — A.  (After  examining  the  paper.) 
[?his  is  a  copy  certified  by  the  revenue  agent  and  drawn  up  by  me,  and 
Mr.  Matthews's  agreement  with  the  State  and  the  revenue  agent's  receipt 
Mr.  Jonas.  This  is  the  memorandum  referred  to.    I  want  it  to  go  in 
the  record : 

Whereas  Wirt  Adams,  as  reyenne  agent  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  has  examined 
J.  P.  Matthews's  acoounts  as  sheriff  of  Copiah  County,  and  foond  that  said  Hatthewa 
is  indebted  to  the  county  of  Copiah  in  the  snni  of  twenty-two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
doUars  and  eight  cents ;  and,  further,  has  found  an  amount  by  approximation  to  be 
doe  of  nine  hundred  and  forty- one  and  -f^  dollars,  the  last  amount  being  for  fundi 
collected  on  which  the  town  of  Hazlehurst  was  exempted,  and  the  assessment-roUi 
do  not  show  the  property  in  the  town  of  Hazlehurst  separately ;  making  a  total  of 
the  sum  of  thirty-one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents  doe  said 
county ; 

And  whereas  the  said  J.  P.  Matthews  now  holds  two  accounts  properly  certified  to, 
against  said  county,  for  the  sum  of  nineteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  doUars,  which 
accounts  said  Matthews  claims  to  be  due  and  unpaid :  Now,  in  consideratioD  of  the 
above-stated  facts,  the  said  Matthews  a^^rees  to  pay  the  sum  of  thirty-one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents,  if  the  said  revenue  agent  wiU  receive  the  iaid 
accounts  due  him,  Matthews,  as  part  of  the  amount  due  the  countv,  vix,  said  Mat- 
thews agrees  to  pay  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  and  seven  and  -f^  dollars  in  cash,  with 
interest  at  8  per  cent,  per  annum  from  April  13th,  1876,  and  pay  the  two  accounts, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  nineteen  hundred  and  sixty -two  dolfara,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  thirty-one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  and  -^  dollars,  in  fall  of  all  demaada 
against  said  Matthews  as  sheriff  and  tax  collector  of  Copiah  County,  during  the  time 
for  which  he  served  as  such. 

J.  P.  MATTHEW& 
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Beceived,  Hazlehnist,  Miss.,  November  30, 1880.  of  J.  P.  Matthews,  late  sheriff  of 
Copiah  Co.,  the  above  sum  of  $1,1207.61  aad  |446.77  interest  thereon ;  total  $1,654.38, 
payment  in  fnll  as  per  above  agreement. 

WIRT  ADAMS, 

State  Revenue  Agent 

Beceived,  Hazlehnrst,  Mississippi,  November  30th,  1880,  of  Wirt  Adams,  revenue 
agent,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  payment  in  fall  of  two  certain  accounts  described  in 
a  certain  file  of  papers  in  the  circuit  court  of  Copiah  County,  the  same  being  file  No. 
11498,  and  being  the  case  of  J.  P.  Matthews  against  the  boud  supervisors  or  Copiah 
County :  said  accounts  are  in  account  for  $694.00  allowed  to  said  Matthews  as  sheriff 
and  baiufV  account  by  the  circuit  court  of  said  county  at  the  Oct.  term,  A.  C.  1875 ; 
also  an  account  allowed  said  Matthews  at  said  tenn  of  court  on  account  of  jaU  fees 
for|l,26a50. 

J.  P.  MATTHEWS. 

Officb  Stats  Rbvbkuk  Ag't, 

Jackson,  Mieeieeippi : 
The  above  is  a  true  and  correct  copv  of  the  settlement  made  with  J.  P.  Matthews, 
late  sheriff  of  Copiah  County,  Miss.,  including  his  receipts,  as  the  same  appears  of 
record  now  in  my  office. 

WIRT  ADAMS, 

State  Bevenue  Agent. 

Q.  Ton  say  that  the  court  allowed  Mr.  Matthews  $1,900.  You  do 
not  know  that  fact  T — ^A.  It  was  said  that  it  was  certified,  that  the  rev- 
enae  agent  in  settling  the  account  allowed  him  that  amount. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  at  any  time  present  at  a  conversation  between  Mr. 
Matthews  and  other  persons  in  reference  to  a  circular  issued  by  Mr. 
Matthews  denouncing  Mr.  King  and  others  in  1875 1 — A.  I  was  in  the 
auditor's  office  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  a  conversation  with 
Gaptain  Owin,  as  he  has  mentioned. 

Q.  State  what  Mr.  Matthews  said  on  that  occasion. — A.  I  was  stand- 
ing near  by,  and  I  heard  Gaptain  Owin  ask  Mr.  Matthews  why  it  was 
that  he  had  been  so  bitterly  opposed  to  Colonel  King,  and  how  it  was 
that  he  was  advocating  his  claim  now,  when  he  had  issued  this  circular 
against  him.  Mr.  Matthews  replied  that  the  circular  was  false,  and  it 
was  done  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  King's  Mends^  whom  he  thought 
would  be  present  at  a  meeting  that  would  be  held  in  his  ward  or  l^t 
at  that  time ;  and  at  the  time  he  had  the  most  of  his  firiends,  the  ma- 
jonty  of  his  friends  and  negroes  armed,  and  if  they  made  any  resistance 
they  intended  to  kill  them,  and  that  he  would  not  stop  there,  but  he 
intended  to  go  through  the  county  killing  men  and  women.  That  is  the 
conversation. 

Q.  What  time  did  this  conversation  take  placet — A.  I  cannot  remem- 
ber the  exact  date;  but  it  was  some  time  in  1882,  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  in 
the  auditor's  office. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  further  reference  to  itf — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  I  did  not 
hear  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  joke  him  about  this  circular  f— A.  Ko,  sir;  I  did  not  joke 
him  myself.    I  did  not  know  him  personally. 

Q.  Did  anybody  T — ^A.  I  think  Captain  Gwin  and  himself  were  just 
holding  a  conversation  there.  I  do  not  remember  they  were  joking  him 
atalL 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not  ?— A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q«  Did  you  know  Mr.  Matthews  f — ^A.  I  had  no  personal  acquaint-^ 
ance  with  him. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  that  he  was  a  man  who  sometimes  said  things 
that  he  did  not  mean,  by  way  of  joket — ^A.  I  knew  that  was  Mr.  Mat* 
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thews  talking  there  at  that  time,  but  I  did  not  know  hiB  style  of  con- 
versation at  all. 

Q.  This  claim  which  Mr.  Matthews  made  against  the  county  for  his 
Jail  fees,  his  set  off,  as  we  call  it,  you  regiuxled  it  as  a  just  one  and  an 
equitable  one,  did  you  not  T — ^A.  It  was  allowed  by  the  advice  of  Judge 
Cooper,  who  was  the  attorney. 

Q.  You  agreed  with  that  advice,  that  it  was  equitable  that  he  sh  )ald 
have  itf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  allowed  to  him  in  that  way. 

Q.  Did  you  allow  Mr.  Matthews  all  that  he  claimed,  or  was  part  of 
his  claim  deducted  in  his  settlement  T<— A.  I  think  he  was  allowed  all 
t^at  he  claimed.  He  was  allowed  nineteen  hundred  and  some  odd  dol- 
lars. 

Q.  Then  he  made  no  extravagant  or  unfounded  claim,  so  fieir  as  you 
know  T — ^A.  l^o,  sir.  The  claim  was  thought  to  be  a  just  one,  or  It  would 
not  have  been  allowed. 

Q.  But  the  county  had  endeavored  to  defeat  him  in  regard  to  that 
claim  by  carrying  it  to  the  supreme  court  on  a  technical  question  as  to 
whether  he  could  recover  it  without  first  paying  what  he  owed,  did  it 
notf — A.  I  bel|eve  he  had  a  suit  with  the  county,  but  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  that. 

Q.  The  county  had  never  sued  him  so  far  as  you  know,  but  he  had 
sued  the  county  T — ^A.  I  think  he  sued  the  county. 

Q.  And  the  county  had  rested  solely  on  that  technical  ground  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 
Q.  The  county  was  not  aware  of  his  indebtedness  until  you  examined 
his  accounts  f — ^A.  Not  until  the  revenue  agent  examined  his  books. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon: 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  county  knew  it  or  not,  of  your  own 
knowledge  T — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not^  but  I  base  that  upon  the  presumption 
that  they  would  have  brought  suit  if  they  had. 

S.  S.  Calhoun  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbubt  : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — ^A.  I  live  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  have  been  liv- 
ing there  for  a  yearand  a  half. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  profession  or  business  T — ^A.  I  am  a  practicing 
lawyer  at  Jackson. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  ui)on  the  bench  of  your  State  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
was  on  the  bench  for  about  six  and  a  half  years.  1  served  one  full  tenn 
and  was  reapi)ointed  in  May  and  resigned  the  15th  of  October. 

Q.  What  counties  were  embraced  in  your  judicial  district  f — A.  The 
ninth  district  embraces  the  counties  of  Yazoo,  Madison,  Hinds,  and 
Gopiah. 

Q.  How  often  do  you  hold  court  in  Copiah  County  ? — A.  Twice  a  year. 

Q.  You  were  in  that  county  holding  the  terms  of  that  court  twice  a 
year ;  on  any  other  occasions  f — ^A.  I  hold  two  terms  a  year ;  I  am  not 
sure  that  I  have  held  a  special  term  in  Copiah. 

Q.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  becoming  pretty  well  acquainted  with 
the  people  of  Copiah  County  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  the  population  of 
that  county  by  their  general  appearance,  and  was  acquaint^  with  nearly 
all,  if  not  aJl,  of  the  prominent  men  of  tJie  county.  I  had  such  acqualDt- 
anoe  with  them  as  a  circuit  judge  would  naturally  have  of  a  people  over 
whom  he  presided.  ^.g,.,,,  ,^  (^OOgle 
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Q.  What  is  joar  eBtimate  of  the  white  people  of  that  county  as  goodV 
law-abiding  citizens? — A.  Iregardthem  asfairly  np  tothoseof  any  coauty 
in  the  State.  The  truth  in  leference  to  that  is,  I  think  the  people  are 
Tery  much  the  same  the  world  over.  You  will  find  about  the  same  of 
good  and  evil  in  all  civilized  countries,  and  Copiah  County  stands  about 
as  well  as  any  of  them  that  I  know.  Of  course  there  are  counties  per^ 
haps  in  the  State,  and  many  counties  in  other  States,  which  have  had' 
greater  advantages  than  Copiah  County,  and  that  may  be  more  elevated^ 
in  point  of  education  and  general  enlightenment.  But  I  think  as  good,' 
honest  people,  they  will  compare  well  with  any  people  I  know  of.  Therec* 
are  bad  men  there  and  good  men,  in  about  the  same  proportion  as  else- 
where, 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  Matthews  family,  with  Print  Mat- 
thews and  the  other  members  of  his  family  ! — A.  I  knew  Mr.  J.  P. 
Matthews,  and  I  knew  Mr.  Gall  Matthews  and  Mr.  Leon  Matthews. 
I  knew  Mr.  Leon  Matthews  rather  less  than  the  other  two.  I  was  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  Print  and  Gall  Matthews  than  with  Leon  Matthews. 
And  then  I  know  one  or  two  young  men  who  are  sons  of  Print  Matthews, 
slightly ;  I  have  met  them.  They  are  very  nicQ  young  men,  appar- 
ently. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  reputation  of  these  gentlemen  were  as 
peaceable  and  quiet  citizens  in  the  county  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I 
knew  the  character  of  Mr.  Matthews  in  this  way :  I  have  heard  it  dis- 
CDSsed  repeatedly,  and  his  different  attributes,  I  could  not  say  by  how 
many  or  whom.  I  know  his  reputation  about  as  I  would  say  that  I 
knew  your  reputation,  though  I  never  saw  you  until  a  day  or  two  ago, 
by  having  it  discussed  and  ^ked  about. 

Q.  Was  he  regarded  as  a  man  who  sought  to  promote  public  order, 
and  the  observance  of  law  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived  t — A.  It 
is  a  little  difficult  to  give  you  a  very  accurate  idea  of  what  his  character 
was.  It  was  about  this ;  He  was  regarded  as  a  pretty  good-hearted 
sort  of  a  man,  but  a  violent  man.  He  was  regarded  as  a  man  who  was 
not  elevated ;  not  a  bad  man  in  some  points  of  view,  but  not  an  elevated 
man ;  as  a  man  who  didn't  scrapie  much  to  accomplish  his  purposes, 
whether  they  were  political  or  private.  He  was  regarded  as  a  proud 
man;  as  something  of  a  trickster.  But  still  he  was  a  social  man,  and 
people  generally  liked  him.  There  is  no  doubt  about  one  fact,  that  Mr. 
Matthews  was  regarded  as  a  somewhat  violent  man,  a  dangerous  man, 
and  it  was  also  understood  that  he  was  vindictive ;  he  would  get  even 
with  men  if  he  could.    That  is  trae  of  his  character,  sir,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Burnet  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  you  speak,  I  suppose, 
of  the  Mr.  Burnet  who  has  been  spoken  of  in  the  papers  in  connection 
with  this  case.  Yes ;  I  know  him.  I  first  became  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Burnet,  as  I  recollect  it,  as  a  practicing  lawyer  at  iiaymond.  I  think 
he  lived  in  that  neighborhood  somewhere.  He  was  practicing  there  in 
the  justices  courts,  and  on  appeal  cases  to  the  circuit  court  of  Hinds 
County,  and  my  recollection  is  that  he  moved  to  Copiah  County  the  last 
year  I  was  on  the  bench. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  about  a  case  which  he  tried  in  yonr  court 
in  reference  to  a  note  purporting  to  be  a  note  of  Burnet  &  Brothers; 
Please  state  what  you  know  about  that  case. — ^A.  There  was  a  case  in 
that  court  at  Baymond  which  created  a  good  deal  of  scandal  among  the 
bar  at  the  time,  I  remember.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  can  give 
you  accurately  a  history  of  the  transaction ;  the  record  will  show  for 
itself.  I  can  •  only  state  my  best  recollection  about  it  as  it  developed 
itself  before  me,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  I  may  be  mistaken  in 
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8ome  of  the  features  in  the  case.  This  is  my  recollection  of  it :  Mr. 
Burnet  had  two  brothers,  and  they  were  sued  on  their  order,  as  I  recol- 
lect it,  for  a  shipment  of  goods  to  them.  To  that  order  their  name 
was  signed,  J.  £.  Burnet  &  Brother.  When  the  suit  was  instituted,  the 
Messrs.  Buruet,  or  oue  of  them,  and  the  one  who  was  the  owner  of  the 
property — I  think,  one  of  them  was  insolvent  and  the  other  owned  some 
property — ^it  was  set  up  that  it  was  not  the  signature  of  the  firm ;  that 
that  firm  did  not  exist ;  that  it  had  been  signed  without  authority,  and 
it  transpired  in  the  course  of  the  trial  that  Mr.  Burnet  himself  signed 
it  J.  B.  Burnet  &  Brother.  The  effort  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendants to  saddle  the  whole  responsibility  on  the  Burnet  who  had  no 
property,  and  his  name  was  interlined  and  written  above  the  Burnet  & 
Brother  signature.  I  have  forgotten  his  name.  I  believe  it  was  J.  B., 
but  it  may  have  been  the  other.  At  any  rate  that  name  wajs  interlined, 
and  he  was  the  one^  according  to  my  recollection,  who  was  without  prop- 
erty or  means,  and  on  whom  it  was  attempted  to  saddle  it  It  ^ 
peared  in  that  litigation  that  Mr.  Burnet  signed  the  name  of  J.  BBomet 
&  Brother. 

Q.  Was  that  interlineation  made  afber  the  paper  became  a  paper  of 
the  court,  do  you  remember  t — A.  I  could  not  state  positively  whether 
that  was  done  before  or  after  the  litigation ;  I  cannot  state  as  to  that. 
If  I  were  to  state  anything  about  that  it  would  be  mere  impressions,  and 
I  do  not  think  I  ought  to  state  them. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  the  connection  of  Mr.  Burnet  with  that  trans- 
action was  not  a  public  scandal  to  the  bar  of  that  county,  and  whether 
you,  as  judge,  did  not  have  at  the  time  consultation  in  reference  to  the 
propriety  of  striking  him  from  the  roll  of  attorneys  t — A.  It  did  produce 
a  scandal,  and  there  was  some  conversation  with  me  by  gentlemen  of 
the  bar  on  the  subject  of  the  propriety  of  striking  his  name  from  the 
roll  of  attorneys.  He  was  a  young  lawyer  at  the  time,  and  it  did  not 
occur  to  me,  perhaps,  that  he  was  himself  aware  of  the  exact  statns 
which  he  occupied  in  reference  to  it;  perhaps  he  did  not  have  a  proper 
appreciation  of  the  real  situation  in  which  it  placed  him.  I  know  while 
I  considered  it,  and  conferred  with  counsel  about  it,  I  rather  dissuaded 
the  suggestion  that  any  motion  should  be  made,  and  declined  to  act  on 
my  own  motion  under  the  circumstances.  I  knew  very  little  of  the 
young  man  at  the  time.  What  I  did  know  of  him  was  by  his  own  per- 
sonal demeanor  and  manner  up  to  that  time,  which  was  pleasing  enough. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  standing  of  Mr.  Burnet  was  among  the 
members  of  the  bar  or  in  the  community  at  Hazlehurstf — ^A.  Yes,  sir: 
I  knew  his  standing  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  at  Hazl^hurst  and 
at  Baymond,  and  to  some  extent  at  Jackson. 

Q.  From  what  you  know  of  that  character  of  his  in  the  profession  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  or  his  reputation  in  that  profession,  I  ask  yon  the 
question  whether  it  is  good  or  bad  for  truth  and  veracity  and  integ- 
rity?— ^A.  I  never  heard  Mr.  Burnet's  character  for  truth  and  veraci^ 
discussed,  except  at  Baymond.  Gentlemen  of  the  bar  there — I  have 
heard  some  two  or  three  of  them  discuss  it,  and  pretty  plainly  state  what 
their  opinion  was.  I  never  heard  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity 
discussed  at  Hazlehurst  or  at  Jackson  that  I  now  recall ;  at  any  rate 
not  until  these  proceedings.  I  speak  now  of  what  was  said  about  bim 
two  or  three  years  ago. 

Q.  From  all  you  know  of  Mr.  Burnet,  of  your  own  knowledge  and 
from  the  reputation  which  he  sustains,  I  ask  you  the  question  whether 
you  would  believe  him  upon  oath  ? — A.  I  will  state  this  in  reference  to 
that :  Our  opinions  of  men  are  all  formed  on  what  is  stated.    I  conld 
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not  say  that  I  would  not  believe  Mr.  Bnmet  on  oath.  I  wonld  only 
speak  £rom  what  others  have  said  of  him.  His  testimony,  as  a  matter 
(k  coarse,  from  what  I  have  heard  stated,  I  would  receive  doubtingly, 
and  would  scrutinize  it  closely;  speaking  exclusively  from  what  I  have 
heard  others  say  of  him.  I  am  not  prepared  to  state  that  I  would  dis- 
believe) Mr.  Bnmet  on  oath. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Print  Matthews  a  very  generous,  warm-hearted  man  t 

The  Witness.  Mr.  J.  P.,  Matthews  t 

The  Ghaibman.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  I  knew  Mr.  Matthews  pretty  well,  as  an  acquaintance, 
and  I  always  Uked  him  pretty  well.    I  had  this  iaea  about  him 

Q.  I  am  confining  myself  now  to  this  particular  x)oint.  You  have 
made  a  general  statement  in  answer  to  the  questions  of  Senator  Sauls- 
bmy.  Now,  I  wonld  like  to  inquire  about  particular  traits — whether  he 
was  a  generous  and  warm-hearted  man  t— A.  I  think  he  was  regarded 
as  a  liberal  man. 

A.  Willing  to  do  his  neighbors  a  favor  t — A.  I  think  so ;  where  his 
prejadices  were  not  aroused. 

Q.  Political  strife  runs  very  high  in  your  State  since  the  war,  does  it 
nott — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  since  1875,  particularly. 

Q.  A  great  many  of  your  worthy  people  have  believed  that  not  merely 
the  ordinary  political  status  which  we  discuss  with  a  good  deal  of  zeal 
everywhere,  but  that  your  civilization  itself  was  in  peril ;  they  have  be- 
lieved that, have  they  nott — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  have  considered  that  strenuous  and  extraordinary  exertions 
were  required  to  save  it,  more  than  you  would  have  pat  into  a  political 
campaign,  for  instance,  when  Glay  was  a  candidate  years  ago,  or  in  those 
daysf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  it  has  led  to  the  sundering  of  social  connections  and  the  cre- 
ation of  bitter  feelings  between  the  whites  who  were  Eepublicans  and 
those  who  were  not,  in  many  localities,  has  it  not  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think 
that  that  has  resulted.  The  personal  associations  of  men  who  are  re- 
garded with  extreme  disfavor  on  account  of  their  political  course  are 
not  so  much  affected.  I  am  familiar  with  men  in  Gopiah  and  Hinds 
Counties,  and  I  can  say  the  same  with  reference  to  Mr.  Matthews  that, 
personally,  they  were  not  tabooed,  and  good  fellowship  existed,  I  think, 
between  them. 

Q.  Was  Mrs.  Matthews  connected  with  one  of  your  best  Mississippi 
families  f — A.  I  think  so,  but  I  am  not  sure.  She  stood  very  high,  in- 
deed. 

Q.  Wonld  not  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prentiss  Matthews,  apart  from  politics, 
have  been  received  as  a  gentleman  and  lady  into  good  society  in  the 
county  of  Gopiah  at  anytime  since  you  have  known  them  f— A.  I  think 
80,  decidedly ;  Mrs.  Matthews,  decidedly. 

Q.  How  about  those  two  boys  in  college  f — A.  I  know  nothing  in  the 
world  about  them,  except  I  have  met  the  young  men  once  or  twice  and 
was  favorably  impressed  with  them,  decidedly. 

Q.  They  seemed  to  you  to  be  rather  remarkable  models  of  fine-look- 
ing young  gentlemen,  did  they  nott — A.  They  impressed  me  favorably, 
both  of  £em. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  Leon  Matthews,  the  brother,  who  was  candidate  for 
sheriff;  did  you  know  his  standing? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  not  stand  even  with  less  of  this  political  feeling  against 
him  than  his  brother  Prentiss  had  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  Leon  Mat- 
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thews  had  a  very  fitir  character,  indeed,  in  Oopiah  Goimty ;  I  mean  as  a 
man.  Politically,  of  coarse,  whenever — i)erhap8  I  wonld  have  to  be  a 
little  too  prolix  to  give  yon  an  accurate  ideA  of  that  as  to  thediferenoe 
between  a  man's  personal  standing  and  bis  political  standing. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  this  question  as  having  any  doubt  about  the  answer, 
but  merely  to  put  it  in  the  record.  I  ask  you  whether  you  do  not  en- 
tirely disapprove  and  abhor  the  crime  of  killing  Print  Matthews!— A. 
Yes,  sir ;  utterly,  as  all  good  people  do  everywhere  in  the  world. 

Q.  !Now,  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  Mr.  Burnet.  Was  there  any  daim 
whatever  that  this  Mr.  Burnet  who  has  testified,  and  who  now  sits  near 
me,  had  signed  that  note  himself  t — ^A.  My  understanding  was  that  Mr. 
Burnet  himself  signed  the  name  of  Burnet  &  Brother  to  it,  and  signed 
the  name  of  one  of  his  brothers  just  above  the  Burnet  &  Brother  signa- 
ture. I  regret  having  been  interrogated  about  that  from  the  fact  that 
the  record  is  there,  and  there  are  witnesses  who  can  remember  with  ac- 
curacy the  details  of  the  transaction.  My  recollection  is  general  of  tbe 
cases  that  came  before  me. 

Q.  Now,  was  not  this  the  claim:  that  J.  B.  Burnet  admitted  that  he 
was  the  debtor  on  that  notet — ^A.  One  did  admit  that,  and  I  think  J.  B. 

Q.  Was  not  J.  B.  Burnet  the  person  who  made  the  manual  signature 
of  the  name  of  Burnet  &  Brother,  or  after  it  was  signed,  and  not  this 
man  at  allf — ^A.  I  would  dislike  very  much  to  do  Mr.  Amos  Burnet  any 
injustice  about  it,  but  I  can  only  give  my  best  recollection,  and  thi^  is, 
that  Amos  Burnet  signed  the  name  of  Burnet  &  Brother.  It  may  be 
that  he  signed  the  other  name,  the  one  interlined.  He  undoubtedly 
testified  that  he  thought  he  had  a  right,  as  a  lawyer,  to  do  it.  There  u» 
no  question  about  that. 

Q.  Was  not  this  paper  which  A.  W.  Burnet  is  said  to  have  signed, 
not  a  note  at  all,  but  a  letter  of  his  brother  acknowledging  the  debtf^ 
A.  Tes,  sir:  I  so  stated  that.  I  did  not  say  it  was  a  note.  It  was  in 
the  shape  of  a  letter  ordering  the  goods,  or  recognising  the  justice  of  Uie 
demand. 

Q.  Admitting  the  debtf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  not  sued  on  the  notet — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  that  is  tiie 
fact.  • 

Q.  And  that  note  is  signed  J.  B.  Burnet  &  Brother  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  so. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  J.  B.  Burnet  admit  that  he  was  a  party  liable!— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Kow,  was  not  Mr.  J.  B.  Burnet  also  the  possessor  of  a  plantatioii, 
and  a  man  of  property,  and  was  not  the  one  who  denied  the  note  not  a 
man  of  proi>erty  f — ^A.  That  may  be  the  case.  I  can  only  judge  from 
the  cnaracter  of  the  transaction  at  the  time  and  what  was  said  about  it 

Q.  You  cannot  be  sure  that  that  was  not  the  case,  l^ow,  was  noi 
the  thing  which  Mr.  A.  W.  Burnet  was  charged  with  having  written  a 
letter  written  by  his  brother,  J.  B.,  admitting  his  claim  f — ^A.  It  was  a 
letter  to  a  Yicksburg  house,  as  I  recollect,  which  he  signed  J.  B.  Bnrnel 
&  Brother. 

Q.  Were  not  one  and  all  of  the  members  of  the  bar,  except  Mr.  Bur- 
net, at  that  place  Democrats  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  He  was  the  only  Eepublican  lawyer  at  that  bar ! — ^A.  1  betiefe 
tiiere  was  a  Mr.  Wharton  there  then  who  was  an  Independent,  or  Ee- 
publican, or  something.    Yes;  Mr.  Wharton  was  uiother  there. 

Q.  He  was  a  Democrat  who  became  an  Independent  afterwards,  was 
he  not  t — ^A.  Young  Mr.  Wharton  was  understood  to  be  a  Bepabhcan, 
I  think,  bu^  then  the  balance  were  all  Democrats. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  trae  that,  with  the  exception  of  this  gentleman  who  was 
on  General  Hardee's  staff,  who  was  here  yesterday,  Mr.  Bridewell,  and 
who  lived  in  Copiah  County — were  not  all  the  lawyers  there  except  Mr. 
Buraet,  Democrats  f — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  So  that  he  was  the  only  Bepnblican  lawyer.  Is  it  not  rather  the 
habit  of  the  Democrats  of  your  State  to  think  generally  that  all  Eepub- 
licans  are  rascals  and  thieves  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that.  There 
are  some  who  stand  very  high  as  men  of  integrity.  The  political  rela- 
tions in  our  State  are  very  peculiar.  I  do  not  think  the  people  of  the 
State,  as  a  rule,  have  much  respect  generally  for  men  who  become  Inde- 
pendents or  Bepnblicans,  but  it  is  not  on  account  of  any  antagonism  to 
the  Bepnblican  party  or  its  principles,  or  any  antagonism  of  the  right 
of  a  man  to  be  independent  in  his  political  convictions.  It  arises  from 
this,  that  wherever  a  man  leaves  the  fold  of  the  Democratic  party  it  is 
QDderstood,  if  he  is  an  office-seeker  (and  he  gej^erally  wants  some  office)^ 
it  Is  generally  understood  that  his  purpose  is  to  band  the  negroes  to- 
gether as  a  race  to  foist  himself  into  of|ce  and  to  rule  the  people  of  the 
State.  I  think  that  is  the  apprehension  the  people  have,  and  a  great 
deal  of  the  bitterness  arises  fwm  that. 

Q.  I  suppose  so.  I  would  like  to  go  further.  Believing  that  this 
purpose  is  to  band  the  negroes  against  the  white  men,  they  consider 
that  that  would  be  a  most  destructive  and  injurious  thing  to  the  inter- 
ests of  your  people,  do  they  not! — A.  They  do. 

Q.  And  they  think  that  it  is  not  merely  an  ordinary  political  defeat^ 
carrying  the  State  by  virtue  of  the  negroes,  but  that  it  is  destruction 
to  civilization  itself  f — ^A.  They  regard  it  as  incendiarism,  practically 
they  do. 

Q.  So  that  if  a  white  man  is  a  Kepublican  or  Independent  in  Missis- 
sippi, he  is  regarded  as  an  incendiary  by  many  people  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
do  not  say  that.  I  know  many  Bepnblicans  who  stand  very  high  in  the 
State  indeed,  socially  and  as  gentlemen. 

Q.  So  you  said  Mr.  Matthews  did,  but  I  am  speaking  politically 
now. — A.  Well,  they  stand  well  politically,  many  of  them.  Here  i» 
what  I  mean 

Q.  But  you  think  they  are  encouraging  incendiarism,  do  you  not  t — 
A.  If  they  undertake  to  band  the  negroes  together  as  a  race  in  order 
to  rule  the  State. 

Q.  What  do  yon  mean  by  bandine  the  negroes  together.  Making  a 
speech  and  inviting  them  to  vote  tne  Bepnblican  ticket,  is  that  what 
you  mean  f — ^A.  Here  is  what  I  mean 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  one  question  first.  t>o  not  the  Democrats  address 
the  negroes  sometimes  and  urge  them  tp  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  t — 
A.  Undoubtedly. 

Q.  Is  that  banding  the  negroes  together,  in  your  judgment  f — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference  between  my  friend  Mr.  Jonas  going  up  t<i 
your  State  and  asking  the  negroes  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  and 
my  going  up  there  and  asking  them  to  vote  the  Bepnblican  ticket,  in 
which  case  I  should  be  an  incendiary  and  thief  f  I  should  like  to  have 
that  explained. — A.  I  did  not  use  the  word  thief.  I  think  I  could  ex- 
plain it  to  you. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  have  you. — A.  You  would  have  to  understand  the 
relation  of  things  here  and  the  history  of  the  party  since  the  war.  Both 
parties  here  have  done  wrong;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that,  both  the  Be- 
pnblican and  the  Democratic  party.  There  are  some  very  good  men  in 
the  Bepnblican  party  of  the  State  who  have  the  best  iutepe^^^^f^ 
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conntry  at  heart  and  are  highly  thought  of.  Bat  immediately  after  tbe 
war  there  was  a  belief  on  the  part  of  a  good  many  of  our  people  that  ^ 
they  went  into  the  Republican  party  and  undertook' to  manage  this  pop- 
ulation that  we  had,  that  good  results  would  flow  from  it,  and  some  first- 
rate  men  in  my  judgment,  went  in  for  that  purpose.  Now,  sir,  after  that 
we  find  the  history  of  parties  to  be  this :  That  the  negro  race,  ignorant 
as  they  were,  and  believing  they  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Bepab- 
lican  party,  which  need  not  be  troubled  with  here,  they  were  voted  en 
masse  as  a  black  race  against  the  whites,  and  they  were  taught  not  to 
hear  the  speakers  on  the  Democratic  side.  They  had  leagues  and  met 
at  night  and  had  tickets  out.  If  a  Democratic  speaker  undertook  to 
make  a  speech — I  speak  of  my  own  knowledge  in  one  instance,  although 
I  have  made  very  few  political  speeches  in  my  life,  but  I  did  make  or 
undertake  to  make  one  in  1869  or  1870, 1  believe,  at  Madison  Station^  in 
Madison  County,  and  a  colored  club  on  horseback,  with  drums  beatmg 
and  fifes  playing,  marched  by  to  the  disturbance  of  the  Democratk; 
gathering  there,  and  there  were  no  men  of  color  at  all  to  hear  the  speak- 
ing that  was  to  be  had  there  that  day.  Well,  all  those  things  yon  know 
would  be  very  liable  to  alarm  us. 

The  Chairman.  I  had  that  once  done  by  an  association  of  Democratic 
Irishmen  who  were  addressed  by  Horace  Greeley  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  square  from  where  I  was  making  a  speech,  but  I  did  not  blow 
anybody's  brains  out. 

The  Witness.  Well,  then,  the  mere  fact  of  the  difiTerence  in  race.  I 
think  there  is  a  kind  feeling  springing  up  between  the  races  now.  Fn- 
sion  has  done  a  great  deal  towards  settling  these  divisions,  and  if  we 
get  things  decided  our  people  do  not  care  whether  it  is  Democratic  or 
Bepublican. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  this  campaign  of  1883,  when, 
as  you  and  other  gentlemen  have  said,  Leon  Matthews,  the  only  Be- 
publican on  the  ticket,  was  a  very  worthy  man,  and  the  other  witnesses 
say  all  the  rest  of  the  ticket  was  comx)osed  of  very  worthy  men,  that 
there  were  five  or  six  hundre<l  Democrats  going  with  the  Independent 
party  for  the  first  time ;  and.  as  the  Democrats  say,  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  negroes  going  with  them  for  the  first  time,  how  do  you  acconnt 
for  it  that  this  campaign,  which  was  dividing  the  races  in  this  way, 
where  they  had  both  such  capital  tickets,  excited  all  this  turbulence 
and  crime  of  which  we  have  heard!— A.  Well,  sir;  I  do  not  know  in 
reference  to  the  crime  and  turbulence  either.  I  know  of  Mr.  Matthews 
being  killed.    I  do  not  know  of  any  details  of  other  transactions. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  of  the  killing  of  Wallace,  the  shooting  of  Hayes, 
the  flogging  of  Fortner,  and  these  other  offenses  f — ^A,  Yes,  sir ;  tiiat 
has  been  develop^  through  these  witnesses. 

Q.  But  how  do  you  explain  that,  whether  it  is  true  or  not,  if  you  think 
it  is  desirable  to  have  the  two  races  divide,  when  tliey  both  had  such 
excellent  tickets  as  in  this  last  election  f — ^A.  They  want  them  to  divide 
on  principle,  and  not  be  divided  by  particular  men  to  foist  them  into 
office. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  Democrats  wish  to  dictate  principles  on 
both  sides ;  that  they  want  to  determine  whether  the  candidates  on  the 
other  side  are  acting  on  principle,  without  leaving  it  to  the  voters?— A. 
Well,  to  be  candid,  I  think  there  is  some  of  that  sort  of  spirit  abroad 
in  the  Southern  country,  and  it  has  resulted  in  many  of  the  evils  in  this 
regard.  I  do  not  think  the  thinkers  of  the  party  or  the  part}^  itself  is 
responsible  for  it — those  who  believe  in  intellectual  encounter;  bat  there 
are  men,  of  course  (you  will  find  them  in  all  countries),  who  will  bring  ftese 
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qnestioDS  to  physical  contest  and  individual  strife,  very  soon,  and  they 
have  done  it  in  instances  abont  here ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible 
in  any  quarter  of  the  globe,  anywhere,  at  any  time — ^in  fact  it  is  impos* 
sible  to  supx)ose  that  the  masses  of  people  of  the  country  or  leading  men 
would  indorse  or  inspire  or  get  up  murders  or  anything  of  that  sort. 

By  Mr.  GameboK  : 

Q.  I  think  you  stated  that  Yazoo  was  in  your  circuit  while  on  the 
bench f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  one  of  the  counties  in  that  district. 

Q.  How  do  the  white  Democrats  of  Yazoo  compare  as  to  integrity 
and  good  character  with  the  white  Democrats  of  Copiah  County  f — A. 
I  think  the  white  Democrats  of  Copiah  or  the  white  Bepublicans  either^ 
of  both  counties,  stand  very  well  in  that  reference,  as  well  as  anywhere 
in  the  United  States,  or  the  world,  as  to  uprightness  and  integrity  of 
character. 

Q.  Were  you  on  the  bench  when  Dickson  was  killed  by  Barksdalet — 
A.  I  was. 

Q.  Was  any  person  punished  for  that  killing — ^I  will  not  call  it  mur- 
der.—A.  There  was  no  indictment  ever  had. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  At  the  time  this  litigation  occurred  to  which  Mr.  Burnet  was  a 
party,  was  he  a  Bepublican  f— A.  At  that  time  I  did  not  know  what 
his  party  affiliations  were. 

Q.  Had  he  taken  any  part  in  x)olitics  at  that  time  f — ^A.  I  was  sur- 
priiMd  when  Mr.  Burnet  did  develop  into  a  politician,  for  the  reason 
I  had  no  idea  that  he  was  Indei>endent  or  Bepublican,  and  it  always 
struck  me  with  surprise  when  any  home  man  took  that  course. 

Q.  He  was  not  known  as  an  Independent  or  Bepublican  at  that 
time  f— A.  Not  to  me.    He  may  have  been  known  to  others. 

Q.  He  would  have  been,  probably,  if  he  had  taken  that  part  in  i)oli- 
tics  t— A.  If  he  had  been  prominent  he  would,  as  he  aftejrwards  became* 

A.  F.  Anpbe  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f— -Answer.  In  Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Q.  Have  you  lived  there  several  years T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  twenty-five 
years. 

Q.  You  are  a  foreigner  by  birth f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  bom  in  Sweden* 

Q.  Are  you  a  naturalized  citizen  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  the  people  of  Copiah  County  pretty  well  1 — ^A.  Yes, 
sir :  I  know  them. 

Q.  The  white  people  and  the  Democrats  f — A.  I  think  I  know  them 
alL 

Q.  What  kind  of  people  are  theyl  Are  they  a  peace-loving,  order- 
loving  people  or  the  reverse  f— A.  I  have  found  them  to  be  peaceable^ 
good  people,  as  good  as  I  have  met  with  anywhere  else  that  I  have 
been. 

Q.  You  have  been  a  good  deal  over  the  world,  have  you  not  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  lived  in  various  communities  f — ^A.  I  have  lived  in  Canada, 
and  I  lived  in  the  State  of  New  York  when  I  was  a  young  man,  and 
have  traveled  some  in  Europe. 
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Q.  And  yoa  find  these  peopFe  as  good  an  average  class  of  citizens  as 
yon  find  elsewhere  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  I  have  found  anywhere. 

Q.  A  peaceable,  law-abiding,  religious  people  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  the  Matthews'  family,  J.  P.  Matthews  and  his  broth- 
ers f — A.  I  knew  them  by  reputation,  and  I  have  met  with  J.  P.  Mat- 
thews. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  x>ersonally  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  well  f — A.  I  had  some  dealings  with  him,  bnt 
of  no  particular  consequence. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  reputation  of  the  family  in  the  community, 
as  a  peace  and  order  loving  people  or  the  reverse! — A.  So  far  as  I  knew, 
Mr.  Matthews  had  a  peculiar  character ;  he  was  well  si)oken  of  by  many, 
and  very  hardly  spoken  of  by  some.  A  great  many  people  thoaght  he 
was  a  very  violent  man,  a  dangerous  man,  and  others  again  spoke  well 
ot  him. 

Q.  Was  he  considered  by  a  large  portion  of  the  community  as  a  vio- 
lent and  dangerous  man  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  instances  within  your  knowledge  of  his  vio- 
lence ? — A.  Ko,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  as  I  do ;  to  me  he  was  always  pleas- 
ant^ I  had  no  unpleasant  conversation  or  dealings  with  him  whatever. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  trouble  with  any  of  the  members  of  his 
family — ^his  brothers  f — ^A.  I  had  with  two  of  his  brothers. 

Q.  Mention  the  circumstances  of  that  f — A.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  Oopiah  County,  and  an  account  came  up  for  ex- 
penses, election  expenses,  by  one  of  the  Matthewses,  and  the  board  of 
supervisors  referred  it  to  me  to  report  on.  I  reported  the  amoant  I 
thought  was  reasonable  and  correct,  and  while  we  were  sitting  at  the 
table  transacting  our  business  J.  M.  Matthews  called  me  outside  Uie 
court-bouse,  and  said  he  wanted  to  see  me,  and  I  stepped  outside  and 
another  of  his  brothers  followed  right  behind. 

Q.  Which  one  was  that  f — A.  I  could  not  give  you  the  name,  only  1 
knew  from  what  others  said  that  he  was  a  brother  of  his.  When  I  came 
outside  he  commenced  abusing  me  and  cursing  me,  and  I,  of  coarse, 
could  not  help  myself,  there  was  one  on  each  side  of  me,  and,  I  presome, 
both  armed  and  nobody  else  there. 

Q.  Did  they  both  abuse  and  curse  you  t— A.  Yes,  sir.    I  do  not  know 
that  his  brother  said  anything,  but  J.  M.  Matthews  did,  the  man  who 
had  the  bill,  and  I  had  to  take  it. 
,    Q.  Did  they  strike  you  at  all  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  abuse  you  for! — ^A.  Nothing  in  particular,  onlj 
that  I  was  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble.  He  said,  '^  You  sore  the  cause  of 
all  the  trouble." 

Q.  Because  you  rei)orted  against  their  bill? — ^A.  Yes.  sir;  it  was 
something  about  the  election.  It  was  immediately  after  toe  election  in 
the  county,  when  we  had  elected  another  sherifi'  and  another  board  of 
supervisors,  and  1  was  one  of  the  newly  elected,  and  had  just  taken  my 
place  on  the  board. 

Q.  This  man  was  very  abusive  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  just  as  genteel 
a  cursing  and  bad  a  cursing  as  I  ever  had  in  my  life :  in  fact,  I  never 
had  been  abused  by  anybody  in  any  country  in  which  I  had  traveled  or 
in  Mississippi.  He  justcuraed  me  and  abused  me  and  damned  me  and 
everything  else  he  could  think  about.  I  told  him  I  was  defensdess  and 
had  no  way  of  protecting  myself,  and  he  could  just  continue  as  long  aa 
he  pleaded,  and  I  had  no  alternative. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  armed  or  notl — A.  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  they  were  both  armed. 
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By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q.  What  reason  had  you  to  think  they  were  armed  t — ^A.  I  think  I 
saw  the  arms.    I  thought  so  at  the  time. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  see  them  t — ^A.  In  their  hands  and  pockets. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  in  their  pockets  f — A.  Well,  you  can  see  them 
when  a  man  holds  his  hand  in  his  pocket  and  has  a  pistol  in  his  hand. 
I  might  have  been  mistaken,  but  it  seemed  so  to  me. 

Q.  What  sort  of  people  are  the  Bepublicaus  in  Copiah  County  ? — ^A. 
Some  are  very  fine  men,  indeed. 

Q.  Well,  the  general  run  of  them,  what  sort  of  people  are  they  ! — ^A. 
Most  of  them  are  rather  hard  characters. 

Q.  Can  you  name  one  Bepublican  in  that  county  that  you  think  is  a 
fine  manf — ^A.  I  think  Judge  Millsaps  is  a  very  good  man. 

Q.  He  is  the  Bepublican  who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last 
election.  Can  you  think  of  any  others  f — A.  I  do  not  know  how  he  voted. 
I  have  not  taken  any  interest  in  politics. 

Q.  Can  you  think  of  any  other  Bepublican  who  is  a  fine  mant — A.  I 
think  I  know  a  good  many  more  if  I  could  call  the  names,  but  I  never 
have  kept  account  of  the  Bepublicaus  of  the  county,  because  I  have  not 
mingled  in  politics. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  name  of  a  single  person  who  voted  against  the 
Democratic  party  that  you  think  a  fine  man  in  that  county  t — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  think  I  could,  and  I  know  of  some  who  have  the  name  of  being 
Bepublicaus  and  Independents  who  are  very  good  men. 

Q.  Name  onef — A.  I  think  that  Mr.  Bridewell  and  Mr.  McNeil  were 
very  good  sort  of  men.  They  were  both  candidates.  I  think  they  were 
inveterate  office-seekers,  and  I  did  not  like  them  on  that  account. 

Q.  Politically,  you  did  not  think  they  were  hue  men  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
had  no  objections  to  their  politics,  but  .1  did  not  always  like  to  see  them 
seeking  office. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Democrat  yourself! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  voted  that  ticket. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Matthews  claim  there  had  been  fraud  in  your  elec- 
tion when  you  were  chosen  supervisor! — ^A.  They  always  claimed  there 
was  fraud  when  they  were  not  elected,  and  they  did  at  that  election, 
too,  and  they  counted  in  my  opi)onent  at  that  time,  and  I  had  to  sue  for 
my  office  in  the  courts,  and  gained  it  in  that  way. 

Q*  He  claimed  there  had  been  fraud  in  that  election  on  the  Demo- 
cratic sidet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  got  your  certificate  from  a  Deiiiocratic  court,  did  you 
not  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  from  a  black  Bepublican,  the  secretary  of  state,  Mr. 
Lyndi.    I  called  there  in  i>erson  myself  and  got  my  certificate. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  Did  vou  never  have  any  trouble  with  any  one  else  except  Mr. 
Matthews  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  1 — A.  With  any  one  else  t  I  had  trouble  with  a  good  many 
persons. 

Q.  Name  some  of  them. — A.  I  had  some  difficulty  with  Mr.  Barnes. 

Q.  What  did  you  do,  try  to  break  his  head  f — A.  I  hit  him,  when  he 
tried  to  hit  me,  with  an  iron  square. 

Q.  Over  the  head  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  prosecuted  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  found  guilty  f — ^A.  I  was  foand  guilty  of  assault  and 
battery. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  ! — A.  I  paid  up.  I  had  the  case  arbitrated,  be- 
cause I  would  not  go  into  court  about  it. 
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Q.  Who  else  did  you  have  trouble  with  f — ^A.  No  one  else,  that  I  rec- 
ollect. 

Q.  Thiuk  a  miuute. — A.  I  do  not  recollect 

Q.  Did  you  not  cut  a  man  considerably  once  there  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
9rhen  he  had  cut  me,  a  man  named  Davis.  I  cut  him  with  a  knife  that 
another  man  gave  me. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  knife  ? — A.  A  pocket-knife. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  to  you  f — ^A.  He  cut  me  in  the  neck  with  a  knife 
he  had,  while  shaking  hands  with  me. 

Q.  Kow,  there  are  two ;  one  you  hit  over  the  head  and  the  other  you 
cut  with  a  knife.    Who  else  did  you  hitt — A.  No  one,  that  I  recollect 

Q.  Who  else  have  you  cut! — A.  Ko  one,  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Who  else  have  you  quarreled  with  I^A.  Ko  one ;  I  am  not  that 
sort  of  a  character. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  quarrelsome  sort  of  a  man  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not, 
but  I  have  always  been  compelled  to  defend  myself  when  I  have  been 
overrun,  because  I  have  had  no  friends ;  nothing  except  my  own  diar- 
acter  and  my  own  right  hand. 

Q.  Haven't  you  any  friends  in  that  neighborhood  f — A.  I  have  plenty 
of  friends  now,  but  I  have  worked  my  way  through  the  world  thus  &r, 
and  I  have  paid  my  way  through  it,  but  not  by  any  political  moves  or  bj 
any  fighting. 

Q.  But  you  are  absolutely  friendless  now  in  that  neighborhood  t— A 
No,  sir ;  I  am  not  now,  but  I  have  been. 

•  Q.  How  long  a  time  have  you  been  friendless  t — ^A.  Probably  since  I 
first  came  there.  I  was  friendless  for  some  years  afterwards  ontfl  I 
became  known. 

Q.  After  you  were  convicted  of  assault  on  Mr.  Barnes  were  you  not 
sued  for  the  assault! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  you  not  refer  it  to  two  ministers! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  it ! — ^A.  I  referred  my  side  to  Judge  Peyton,  of 
Copiah  Oounty,  the  chancery  judge,  and  he  referred  his  side  to  the 
Methodist  preacher,  and  they  brought  in  $700  against  me. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  it! — A.  Yes,  sir;  every  nickel  next  day.  Will  yon 
allow  me  to  say  why  I  paid  it! 

Q.  I  suppose  you  paid  it  because  you  had  to  pay  it. — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
had  to  pay  iU  but  I  paid  it  for  another  reason ;  I  did  not  want  to  be 
dragged  into  court.  I  did  not  have  the  time.  I  have  a  little  businees 
on  hand  at  home  and  it  takes  most  all  my  time  to  attend  to  that,  and  1 
could  not  spare  the  time  in  the  court.  A  case  as  big  as  that  was  mi|^ 
have  taken  many  a  term  in  court  to  settle  it,  and  raUier  than  to  do  that 
Judge  Peyton  himself  advised  me  that  it  was  the  very  best  I  could  do. 
He  said  it  was  unjust.  Judge  Peyton  told  me  so  himself  that  it  was  an 
unjust  verdict,  but  he  agreed  to  it  because  it  was  better  for  me  to  pay 
it  than  to  go  to  court.  He  said  that  the  court  fees  and  the  charges,  if 
the  jury  only  brought  in  a  verdict  of  1  cent,  would  amount  to  more  in 
time. 

Q.  More  than  $700  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  charges  in  addition  to  that,  were  there  not!  You  had 
to  pay  the  referees! — A.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  charge  anything,  but  I 
had  to  pay  $729  or  $730. 

Q.  Have  you  paid  in  any  other  case  ! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  never  have  been 
prosecuted  in  any  other  case. 

Q.  Is  it  not  your  habit  to  abuse  people! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  thint 
it  is,  and  I  am  willing  to  leave  that  to  any  man  here  who  knows  nie. 

Q.  When  you  say  Mr.  Matthews  abused  you,  did  you  not  first  abos^ 
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him  by  talking  about  the  method  they  had  of  voting  in  that  election  f  — . 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  say  anything  abont  the  votes  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  charge  firaud  npon  the  votes  f — A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Then  he  oommenced  npon  yon  without  any  provocation  what- 
ever f— A.  YeSy  sir ;  without  any  provocation  at  aU,  except  what  I  stated. 
He  called  me  out  and  commenced  to  abuse  me.  What  it  was  for  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  take  it  for  granted  it  was  because  his  bill  of  charges 
had  been  reduced. 

Q.  How  much  had  you  reduced  it  f — ^A.  I  think  to  about  one-flfth  or 
one-fourth  of  the  amount. 

J.  E.  Stanley  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live! — ^Answer.  In  Copiah  County. 
Q.  Have  you  held  any  public  office  there  f— A.  No^  sir ;  none.    I  was 
once  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  under  the  provisional  government 
of  the  State. 

Q.  I  mean  any  office  in  connection  with  the  elections  ? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
none  whatever.    I  am  no  office-seeker. 

Q.  Were  you  not  commissioner  of  elections  t — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  that 
was  lately.    I  thought  you  had  reference  to  the  county  offices. 

Q.  What  beat  were  you  commissioner  of  elections  forf — ^A.  I  was 
commissioner  for  the  county. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  these  disturbances  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
a  great  deaL    I  know  some  things  that  happened  at  our  precincts 

Q.  State  what  you  know  t — A.  I  would  rather  be  questioned  than  to 
make  a  statement,  if  you  could  do  it. 

Q.  Did  you  give  up  going  on  with  the  election  on  account  of  the  mat- 
ter, or  make  any  statement  about  its  being  a  farce  t — ^A.  No,  sir.    Our 
box  wa8  threatened. 
Q.  What  beat  was  that  f — A.  District  4,  Green's  store. 
Q.  Threatened  by  whom  f — A.  Democrats. 

Q.  What  were  the  threats  they  made  f — ^A.  They  charged  me  with 
playing,  as  they  called  it,  dirt.  I  being  one  of  the  eommissiouers,  on 
the  Monday  before  election  on  the  following  Tuesday  week,  the  com- 
missioners signed  the  commissions  for  the  difterent  precincts,  those  that 
went  to  the  inspectors.  We  commissioned  one  Mr.  Bob  Mims.  He  had 
formerly  lived  at  Crystal  Springs  and  had  never  had  his  name  trans- 
ferred from  the  Crystal  Springs  book  to  the  Oreen's  store  book.  On 
Saturday  evening  when  we  went  to  pack  up  the  boxes  to  send  them  out 
I  called  the  attention  of  the  other  two  Democratic  commissioners  to  this 
fact,  that  we  were  sending  a  man  out  a  commission  whose  name  was  not 
on  the  poll-book  or  on  the  registration  book  for  that  precinct.  One  of 
tbem  said  it  did  not  make  any  difference ;  to  let  them  get  somebody  else : 
that  it  was  not  our  fault.  I  had  known  all  the  week  that  his  name  baa 
not  been  transferred,  but  it  was  not  my  business,  but  when  it  came  to  the 
test  to  send  it  out  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  call  their  attention  tmt,  although 
it  was  on  their  side  of  the  question.  When  we  met  on  Tuesday  for  the 
i'lection  he  came  forward  and  claimed  his  position.  I  just  mentioned 
what  had  been  said,  and  he  excused  himself  on  account  of  being  sick» 
The  other  inspector,  the  only  one  who  was  there  who  had  been  ap* 
pointed  besides  him,  asked  me  to  help  him  organize  the  polls,  which  I 
did.  He  was  a  younger  man  and  never  had  done  it  betbre. 
lOeS  CONG — CO 31 
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Q.  Gome  to  the  threats  that  were  made. — ^A.  I  will  have  to  explain  it 
the  best  I  can.  After  organizing  the  i)oll  and  getting  things  ready  for  a 
vote,  there  was  a  reckless  crowd  came  in  (I  ht^  come  out  of  the  house), 
and  they  charged  me  with  consenting  to  commissioning  the  man  to 
serve,  and  then  objecting  to  his  serving.  I  just  tried  to  explain  it,  but 
there  was  no  explaining  it. 

Q.  Were  these  men  that  were  there  armed  f — ^A.  Some  of  them  were, 
I  think.    I  saw  some  pistols  around. 

Q.  State  what  threats  they  made. — A.  They  threatened  to  stomp  the 
box  open  unlesss  Mr.  Mims  did  serve,  and  he  was  put  back  and  did 
serve,  after  8  votes  were  cast. 

Q.  Then  what  happened  f — ^A.  Then  it  jast  went  on  that  way,  and 
the  box  was  counted  in  all  right.  ^ 

Q.  Had  8  Bepublican  votes  been  cast,  or  8  in  allf — ^A.  Eight  in  all; 
that  is^  when  he  was  put  in.  I,  as  challenger  on  the  other  side,  sent  oat 
for  a  man  who  would  represent  the  Independent  party.  I  had  no  man 
to  represent  it.  They  were  all  Democrats  before,  or  voted  scratched 
tickets,  which  is  the  same  thing.    They  were  not  Iudei>endent8. 

Q.  How  did  the  vote  run  at  Green's  store  T — ^A.  The  Democrats  ran 
a  little  ahead. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Dodds  make  a  speech  at  any  time  when  Mr.  Bar- 
net  made  a  speech  f — ^A.  I  heard  Mr.  Dodds  speak  after  Mr.  Burnet  left 
the  grounds,  the  same  day.  It  was  the  same  evening,  but  Mr.  Burnet 
had  left  the  ground  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Dodds  say  anything  in  that  speech  about  Mr.  Matthews  !— 
A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  t — ^A.  He  arraigned  him  pretty  severely. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  him  f — A.  I  could  not  tell  it  all ;  I  can  tall 
something  of  it. 

Q.  Tell  all  you  can  f — A.  He  summed  it  up  that  Print  was  the  man 
they  were  after.  He  said  finally,  in  the  closing  of  one  of  his  sentences, 
that  Print  was  the  man  they  were  after,  and  they  intended  to  have  him; 
and  damn  him,  they  would  get  him. 

Q.  He  said  that  in  his  speech  t— A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  used  an  oath  in  his  speech  to  the 
crowd  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  would  consider  it  an  oaUi  or  not ; 
that  is  what  he  said. 

Q.  What  was  Mr.  Dodds's  first  name  t — A.  I  can  not  tell  yon. 

Q.  Is  he  the  gentleman  who  has  sat  at  the  table  during  this  investi- 
gation near  Mr.  Saulsbury  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  gendeman. 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  arrangement  for  the  joint  discussion  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Burnet  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  arrangement  did  you  makef — ^A.  I  made  the  arrangement 
for  Mr.  Dodds  and  Mr  Fulgham  to  speak  with  Mr.  Burnet. 

Q.  Was  that  arrangement  carried  out  by  the  Democrats! — ^A.  They 
put  in  Mr.  Meade;  the  crowd  called  for  him.  When  Mr.  Dodds  rose  to 
speak  he  said  he  would  ignore  all  that  they  had  spoken  and  speak  on 
his  own  line. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Hazlehurst  and  canvass  the  vote  after  the  elec* 
tion  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  there,  but  did  not  canvass  the  vote.  I  did 
not  think  I  could  sign  the  papers. 

Q.  Why  not  f— A.  Well,  I  thought  I  was  put  there  to  carry  fbnranl 
land  see  and  conduct  a  free  election,  and  I  did  not  consider  that  thai 
was  done. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  sign  the  papers t-*A«  No,  sir;  I  did  not 
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By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Was  there  anything  to  complain  of  at  the  election  at  that  box  at 
which  yon  were  present ;  was  not  that  a  fair  election  at  beat  No.  4f — 
A.  1  do  not  know  that  there  was. 

Q.  Did  not  everybody  vote  who  wanted  to  f — ^A.  All,  except  one  old 
bla^  man  that  I  saw,  voted  so  far  as  I  know ;  no,  one  white  man  did 
not  vote. 

Q.  There  was  no  violence  there  f — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  there  was  no  one  hnn^ 
but  there  was  a  good  deal  of  demonstration. 

Q.  People  who  wanted  to  vote  went  np  and  voted  the  Bepublican 
and  Independent  ticket,  did  they  not  f~A.  A  good  many  in  that  neigh- 
borhood who  wanted  to  vote  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Were  they  prevented  fix>m  voting  t — ^A.  They  were  afraid^  under 
the  drcomstances,  to  vote. 

Q.  Did  anybody  who  came  Up  to  the  polls  have  any  difficulty  or 
troablein  voting  f — ^A.  I  saw  no  one  go  to  the  polls  and  reftised  the 
privilege  to  vote. 

Q.  Did  not  colored  men  come  there  and  vote  the  Independent  tick- 
et!—A.  Oh,  I  suppose  they  did. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  they  did  f — ^A.  Well,  of  course  they  voted  it. 

Q.  Were  any  of  them  who  came  there  to  vote  refused  f — A.  I  do  not 
know  that  they  were.  There  was  but  one  old  colored  man  that  I  saw, 
ADd  the  crowd  gathered  in  ahead  of  him,  and  he  was  afraid  to  go  in  the 
hoQse. 

Q.  And  there  was  one  old  white  manf — ^A.  He  did  not  vote;  he  did 
not tayto  vote. 

Q.  Were  there  not  a  good  many  colored  Democrats  at  that  poll  t — A. 
I  think  there  were. 

Q.  Did  they  votel — A.  Why,  of  course  th^y  voted. 

Q.  They  voted  the  Democratic  ticket!— A.  I  suppose  so;  I  never 
looked  at  them. 

Q.  Ton  say  at  Hazlehurst,  next  day,  you  did  not  examine  the  returns 
at  all  t— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  and  participate  in  counting  the  returns f — A.  No^ 
lir. 

Q.  How  do  you  undertake  to  say  those  returns  were  incorrect,  fraud- 
ulent, or  improper,  when  you  reftised  to  look  into  themf — ^A.  I  said  I 
was  satisfied  they  were. 

Q.  Tou  were  satisfied  without  examination  t — ^A.  I  was  satisfied  from 
the  fact  that  many  people  in  my  neighborhood  staid  at  home,  and  did 
not  vote. 

Q.  But  you  say  that  everybody  there  could  votef — A.  Oh,  they  could^ 
bat  they  were  afraid. 

Q.  An  election  is  not  invalidated  because  people  stay  at  home,  and  do 
not  churn  their  right  to  vote.  Nobody  who  went  up  had  any  troublef — A. 
There  were  some  white  people  who  calculated  to  go  in  the  evening,  and 
did  not  go  because  they  heard  of  the  disturbance  in  the  morning. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  reason  you  did  not  go  and  canvass  the  return^ 
because  some  people  did  not  vote  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  not  it. 

Q.  Well,  what  is  it  t — A.  I  had  several  reasons.  I  did  not  consider 
it  was  a  taic  election. 

Q.  Was  not  the  principal  reason  because  you  knew  that  the  county 
bad  gone  against  you,  and  you  did  not  want  to  sign  the  returns  t  Was 
net  Uiat  one  of  the  reasons  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  got  any  political 
history  of  that  kind. 

Q*  Was  it  not  your  duty  to  go  and  look  at  those  returns  and  assialf 
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in  the  canvass,  and  if  you  found  they  were  not  correct  then  to  refuse 
to  siga  them  f — ^A.  It  wonld  have  done  no  good  for  me  to  refdse  to  sip 
them. 

Q.  But  yon  did  refuse  to  sign  them.  At  least  it  wonld  have  done 
this  good,  that  you  would  have  known  something  about  it  then  if  yoa 
found  anjrthing  wrong,  would  it  notf — A.  Well,  it  might  have  done 
good,  but  I  thought  that  I  could  not  sign  them. 

Q.  Tou  thought  you  would  not  sign  them;  is  not  that  iti— A  I 
thought  it  would  be  conscientiously  wrong. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  consider  yonrself  personally  safe  doins  that  aoti— A  I 
felt  alarmed  some,  but  not  so  much  as  my  friends,  bom  at  tiie  polls  and 
in  Hazlehurst.  I  was  notified  by  several  that  i  had  better  not  stay 
there. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Burnet  made  his  speech  how  was  he  received  by  tiie 
Democrats;  howwashetreatcnl;  were  there  any  interruptions  or  noise  f— 
A.  Some,  but  not  much. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  a  question.  You  said  there  were  two  men,  a 
white  man  and  a  black  man,  proven  ted  from  voting  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
sot  say  that;  the  white  man  did  not  vote. 

Q.  The  black  man  was  prevented  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  by  that  that  all  of  the  people  of  that  prednet 
came  aud  voted  except  two  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  large  majority  of  the  black  men  bUj 
away  fhmi  the  polls  and  not  come  near  them  t — ^A.  I  do  not  think  they 
did. 

Q.  Had  there  not  been  considerable  firing  around  in  your  ndghbor- 
hoodf — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  we  had  been  quiet  and  peaceable  until  that  thing 
originated  that  morning  through  my  letting  them  commission  a  man  and 
then  rejecting  him  at  the  polk,  and  objecting  to  his  serving.  We  had 
been  quiet  up  to  that  time,  tolerably  quiet,  as  quiet  or  quieter  than  the 
most  of  the  county. 

Q.  Had  the  colored  men  aiound  in  your  neighborhood  heard  dTwhat 
had  been  going  on  in  the  other  neighborhoods— of  the  murd^  beat- 
ing, &c.  ? — A.  I  suppose  so,  some  of  them  have  talked  to  me  since,  bat 
I  was  22  miles  from  home,  at  Hazlehurst,  aud  knew  but  little  of  what 
was  going  on. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  at  the  polls  that  Print  Matthews  was  killed  f— A 
No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Had  you  left  the  polls  before  the  news  came  there  f — A.  The  news 
did  not  reach  our  neighborhood  until  the  next  day. 

Q.  What  is  that  precinct  ordinarily,  Bepublicaa f^— A.  ]^o,  sir;  it  is 
Democratic. 

Q.  By  how  much  ? — A.  Four  years  ago  for  chancery  clerk  it  went  In 
dependent  except  one  vote,  and  two  years  ago  I  have  forgotten  how  it 
went,  but  I  think  it  went  a  little  Democratic. 

Q.  How  did  it  go  this  yeart — A.  A  little  Democratic;  fiom3to7 
on  the  ticket  this  year,  I  think. 

GsoBGE  S.  DoDDS,  sworu  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Satjlsbuby: 
Question.  You  have  heard  what  the  last  witness  said  in  reference  to 
you  in  connection  with  a  meeting  which  you  attended  1 — Answer.  Well, 
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6ir,  I  am  prepared  to  state  that  what  he  said  is  a  lie  ont  of  the  whole 
cloth.  And  I  here  denoance  him  in  the  presence  of  this  committee  as  a 
Ijing'scoondrel.  I  state  that  pnblicly,  for  the  reason  that  there  sits  one 
ot  lir.  Matthews's  brothers,  who  can  tell  yon  that  he  never  heard  me 
swear  an  oath  in  his  life,  and  I  suppose  there  are  gentlemen  here  who 
have  been  raised  with  me  who  never  heard  me  utter  an  oath  In  my  life, 
and  that  part  is  no  more  absnrd  a  lie  than  the  balance  he  has  stated, 
and  he  knows  that  he  is  a  lying  scoundrel  both  here  and  at  home,  and  I 
80  brand  him. 

Q.  YHiat  is  your  occupation  f — ^A.  I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  f — ^A.  At  Hazlehurst,  Copiah  County,  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Q.  There  have  been  inquiries  made,  and  criticisms  upon  the  board  of 
aldermen  in  regard  to  their  election  of  Bas  Wheeler  as  bailiff  of  the  town. 
Do  you  know  whether  his  election  as  bailiff  of  the  town  was  in  harmony 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Democrats  of  that  townt — A.  I  will  state  what 
I  know  about  that.  There  was  a  convention  held  of  the  people  of  that 
town  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a  ticket  for  the  town 

By  Mr.  Cambbon  : 
Q.  That  wasbefore  the  election,  thenf — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  since  the  general 
eleelion.  Some  of  the  best  citizens  of  that  town  came  to  me  and  told 
me  that  they  wanted  me  to  go  to  that  meeting ;  that  Mr.  Wheeler  was 
going  to  become  a  ciuididate  before  that  meeting  for  the  nomination  to 
the  office  of  mayor.  In  consultation  with  them  we  all  agreed  that  it 
would  not  be  advisable ;  that  it  would  be  bad  policy  to  nominate  a  man  . 
who  occupied  his  present  position  to  fill  an  official  position  in  the  town. 
Then  it  was  suggested  that  Mr.  Wheeler  would  become  a  candidate  for 
marshaL  I  was  requested  by  gentlemen  who  were  there  to  introduce  a 
resolution.  This  convention,  however,  had  nothing  to  do,  nor  did  the 
voters  of  the  town  have  anything  to  do,  with  the  election  of  the  marshal. 
The  marshal  is  elected  by  the  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen,  and,  to  get 
ao  expression  from  that  meeting,  I  was  requested  to  offer  a  resolution 
indorsing  the  official  career  of  the  young  man  who  at  that  time  held  the 
office,  wSich  I  did,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted.  That  is  all  I  know 
about  that. 

By  Mr.  Satjlsbubt  : 

Q.  Was  that  resolution  intended  not  only  as  an  indorsement,  but  a 
recommendation  for  his  continuance  in  office  t — A.  It  was  intended  in 
that  way. 

Q.  •  Was  that  a  full  meeting  of  the  people  of  the  town  f— A.  The  fullest 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  that  town  that  I  have  ever  seen. 

Q.  1%ere  has  been  testimony  given  here  about  a  notice  that  was 
served  upon  Print  Matthews,  requesting  him  not  to  vote  f — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  will  state  my  information  on  that.  I  want  to  state,  however,  that  up  to 
Saturday  night  prior  to  the  election,  I  had  heard,  nothing  of  this  crowd 
that  has  been  termed  or  designated  the  mob  here,  having  been  absent 
in  Jackson  attending  the  Federal  court.  Betuming  on  Saturday  ni^ht 
from  the  Federal  court  it  seemed  to  be  a  general  rumor  around  town 
that  there  was  a  crowd  down  there  electioneering.  On  Sunday  evening, 
I  believe  it  was,  it  was  generally  thought  that  they  would  come  to  town 
Off  Monday.  On  Monday  morning  it  was  reported  that  they  were  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  who  it  was  or 
what  they  were  coming  there  for,  or  anything  of  the  kind.  Mr.  Sexton 
and  I  at  that  time  were  occupying  offices  over  our  bank  building  there^ 
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which  fronts  the  street  on  which  this  crowd  woold  have  to  come  in. 
And  our  sheriff  came  to  Mr.  Sexton  and  myself,  and  reqaested  us  to  take 
position  ap  on  the  bank  gallery  in  front  of  onr  offices,  and  whenever 
this  crowd  came  in  to  address  them ;  to  advise  them  not  to  disturb  any- 
body in  the  town.  It  was  reported  that  there  was  some  exdtement 
among  them :  that  there  wero  a  great  many  yonng  men,  and  that  tii^, 
perhaps,  mignt  do  some  injndicions  acts  aronnd  there.  So  we  were  called 
upon  by  the  sheriff  to  take  our  positions  there,  and  address  tiiem  and 
advise  them  ligainst  anything  of  that  kind.  However,  before  th^ 
came 

Q.  Yon  say  yon  were  reqaested  by  the  sheriff  to  do  that  f— A.  Tea, 
sir ;  before  they  came  we  had  taken  our  places  there  and  it  was  detor- 
mined  that  they  had  better  be  communicated  with  before  they  got  into 
town,  and  this  plan  of  having  Mr.  Sexton  and  myself  address  th^n  from 
the  bank  gallery  was  abandoned,  and,  as  detailed  here  by  Mr.  Godc, 
the  former  sheriff,  I  believe  Mr.  Meade,  who  was  then  chairman  of  the 
committee,  in  company  with  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Higdon,  went  oat  and 
had  some  conference  with  them  before  they  came  into  town.  They  got 
into  town  and  were  a  little  lively,  and  it  was  still  fecuied  they  might  Ss- 
turb  somebody,  and  I  was  appealed  to  again,  on  the  ground  tiiat  Mr. 
Matthews  had  a  sick  daughter,  not  to  let  them  go  around  in  that  vicin- 
ity towards  his  private  residence,  as  they  might  be  firing  the  cannon 
and  disturbing  his  fomily.  I  then  went  to  some  of  the  leading  spirits 
of  the  crowd  and  told  them  about  it,  and  they  promised  that  they  woold 
not  disturb  the  family,  and  so  far  as  I  know  they  did  not  disturb  the 
family  that  day.  That  is  about  all  I  know  of  the  proceedings  that  we 
Lad  on  Monday.  On  Tuesday  morning  some  of  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Matthews,  and  they  were  Independents,  came  to  me  and  told  me  tiiat 
they  wanted  me  to  exercise  all  the  influence  I  had  that  day  to  keep 
down  any  disturbance. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
Q.  What  time  was  thatf — A.  That  was  early  in  the  morning.  I  told 
them  that  I  would  certainly  do  that.  As  I  was  going  to  my  office  (I 
have  mercantile  interests  there,  and  I  had  been  into  the  store  and  had 
gotten  my  mail  and  was  going  to  my  office  up  at  the  bank)  just  under 
the  gallery  and  in  front  of  the  bank  I  met  the  sheriff,  who  asked  me  if  I 
liad  heard  that  this  crowd  that  were  in  the  day  before  had  passed  a  res- 
olution to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Matthews  should  not  vote  that  day.  I  told 
bim  I  had  not  heard  it.  Well,  he  says,  it  is  the  fact  I  He  says,  I  un- 
derstand that  they  have  passed  that  kind  of  a  resolution,  and  I  want 
you  to  go  with  me  to  two  parties,  naming  them,  and  see  if  we  cannot 
prevent  that.  I  told  him  I  would  do  it.  While  we  were  talking,  one 
of  the  parties  he  had  named  came  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
I  called  him  across  to  us.  and  I  said  to  him,  ^'  I  understand  that  this 
kind  of  a  resolution  has  been  passed,  and  I  want  to  advise  yon  not  to 
carry  out  that  resolution.  In  the  first  place  Mr.  Matthews  has  as  mndi 
right  to  vote  as  any  6ue  else,  and  I  think  it  would  be  the  worst  policy 
in  the  world  to  undertake  to  carry  out  such  a  resolution  as  that"  The 
party  addressed  turned  and  walked  off  without  saying  anyti^ing  dtber 
one  way  or  the  other,  and  I  saw  no  disturbance  from  that  time  on,  and 
I  suppose  it  was  not  longer  than  an  hour  after  that  before  tiie  killing 
occurred.  I  know  nothing  about  the  facts  of  the  killing  except  what  I 
have  heard.  I  have  stated  to  Mr.  Leon  Matthews,  whom  I  have  alwj^ 
regarded  as  a  personal  friend  of  mine,  and  we  are  on  friendly  terms  yet, 
I  stated  to  him  after  this  that  I  regretted  very  much,  as  he  was  up  near 
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my  office  that  moruing,  not  going  to  him  and  telling  him  to  advise  his 
brother  not  to  go  there,  fearing  he  might  be  hurt.  I  did  not  see  any- 
thing in  the  direction  of  carrying  ont  that  resolution,  bnt  I  did  think 
that  perhaps  if  he  went  there  he  might  be  hnrt.  I  did  not  know  how 
or  by  whom.  But  I  told  Mr.  Leon  Matthews  that  I  regretted  not  hav- 
ing told  him  that  morning  to  go  and  tell  Print,  as  I  wonld  have  done 
myself  if  I  had  met  Print,  not  to  go  there.  But  I  did  not  do  it  because 
my  foresight  was  not  as  good  as  my  hind  sight  then  I  I  did  not  know 
what  would  be  the  result  of  his  going. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbubt  : 

Q.  In  all  the  interviews  which  you  had  with  the  sheriff  of  that  county, 
did  he  or  not  manifest  a  desire  to  see  the  public  peace  preserved  and 
order  maintained  in  that  community  T — A.  He  £d.  I  want  to  say  in 
behalf  of  our  sheriff  that  I  think  he  is  one  of  the  best  men  I  ever  knew, 
but  he  is  a  timid  man ;  he  is  not  an  aggressive  man,  and  he  dislikes  to 
come  in  contact  with  very  strong  opposition.  I  know  that  he  appealed 
to  me  on  the  two  different  occasions  I  have  stated  here,  and  I  know 
that  he  went  to  others  and  called  ux>on  them  and  called  upon  us  to  ex- 
ercise oar  influence  in  keeping  the  town  quiet  on  that  day. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  sheriff'  of  the  county, 
do  you  believe  that  he  would  have  been  a  party  to  any  conspiracy  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  Mr.  Matthews  to  go  out  into  the  country  to  serve 
warrants,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  bis  assassination  T — A.  Oh,  I  know 
he  would  not:  I  know  he  would  not,  because  Mr.  Matthews  always  re- 
garded Mr.  Hargrave  as  a  personal  friend,  and  I  believe  that  he  was; 
and  I  believe  firmly  that  if  Mr.  Hargrave  had  known  or  had  reason  to 
believe  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  going  to  be  killed,  he  would  have  been 
one  of  the  first  men  in  that  country  there  to  have  gone  to  him  and  ad- 
vised him  to  get  ont  of  the  way  and  save  himself.    I  believe  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  action  taken  by  the  sheriff  after 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Matthews  to  protect  his  family  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know 
this,  I  happened  to  be  the  party  called  on  in  that  instance.  In  the  mer- 
cantile business  I  am  interested  in,  this  man  W.  P.  Ware,  who  was  here 
the  other  day,  is  our  business  manager.  He  had  married  a  niece  of  Mrs. 
Print  Matthews,  and  was  in  communication  with  them,  and  I  know  on 
the  morning  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  (I  live  just  across  the  railroad 
from  where  they  live)  I  could  hear  that  they  were  in  great  distress  over 
there,  and  it  appealed  to  my  sympathies  very  strongly,  and  I  knew  that 
under  the  circumstances  they  would  have  very  little  help  or  assistance 
over  there.  Therefore  I  took  it  upon  myself  to  go  to  two  of  the  opposi- 
tion party  and  request  them  to  go  over  there,  and  state  to  Mr.  Oall 
Matthews  and  Mr.  Leon  Matthews 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
Q.  You  mean  by  the  opposition  party  the  Democrats,  or  tl^e  Independ- 
ents t — ^A.  I  mean  the  Independent  party ;  to  go  over  there  and  state 
to  Mr.  Leon  and  Mr.  Oall  Matthews  that  if  there  was  any  assistance 
I  could  render  them  over  there  I  wonld  gladly  do  it.  One  of  the  gentle- 
men who  went  came  back  and  said  he  had  presented  my  message,  and 
that  Mr.  Leon  Matthews  and  Mr.  Oall  Matthews  seemed  to  appreciate 
it,  but  under  Mrs.  Matthews's  excited  condition  he  thought  and  they 
thought  best  for  me  not  to  go  there,  so  I  did  not  go.  That  evening 
after  the  killing,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  stir  around  there  in  town,  un- 
necessary- stir,  people  coming  in  from  other  towns  and  coming  there,  not 
alone  on  account  of  this  excitement,  but  it  is  always  the  custom,  that 
being  the  center  of  the  county,  to  come  there  for  the  election  news,  as  it 
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gets  there  quicker  than  anywhere  eke.  And  they  got  under  a  great  deal 
of  excitement,  and  had  a  good  many  gons  going  aroond,  and  Mr.  Ware 
had  been  to  Mr.  Matthews,  and  he  came  and  stated  to  me  they  wane 
very  mnch  alarmed ;  that  they  were  afraid  they  were  going  to  be  mobbed, 
and  they  wanted  protection.  I  told  Mr.  Ware  to  go  l^ck  and  say  to 
the  fiEunily  that  I  would  take  a  squad  myself  and  go  over  there,  and,  if 
necessary,  stand  in  front  of  their  house  all  night  long  and  see  that  ttey 
were  not  disturbed.  I  then  went  to  the  sheriff  and  represented  the  mat^ 
ter  to  him,  and  the  sheriff  gave  me  twenty  men,  and  put  me  in  charge 
of  them,  and  I  stationed  them  over  there  and  told  them  what  their  busi- 
ness should  be,  to  see  that  nobody  disturbed  that  family.  And  so  far 
as  I  know  it  was  carried  out;  they  were  not  disturbed  after  that 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  Does  Print  Matthews's  family  return  occasionally  to  the  town  f — ^A. 
Tes,sir:  they  have  been  there  since.  They  remained  there  several  days 
after  all  this  trouble.    His  brothers  still  live  there. 

Q.  fias  Mrs.  Matthews  and  family  returned  there  since  T — ^A.  Mrs* 
Matthews,  up  to  the  time  she  had  been  here,  had  been,  I  think,  in  the 
town  with  all  of  her  Ave  children,  and  I  think  they  spent  a  week  or 
ten  days  there,  or  two  weeks  there  and  in  the  country,  visiting  their 
relatives.    That  is  since  she  moved  away. 

Q.  Were  you  at  that  meeting  where  the  res<dntions  were  passed  alt^ 
the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews  T^ A.  Tee,  sir ;  I  was  there ;  and  I  want  to 
state  my  whole  connection  with  that  matter,  as  I  understand  the  ques- 
tion was  asked  yesterday,  or  Saturday,  if  I  was  not  the  author  of  ttioee 
resolutions.  I  suppose  some  of  the  better  informed  advisers  of  the  Sen- 
ators have,  perhi^,  be^i  under  that  impression^  This  crowd  collected 
in  there,  and  again  Mr.  Wwre,  being  a  friend  of  the  Matthews  fi^mily, 
and  some  one  or  two  others,  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  go  to  tiie  meet- 
ing to  prevent  anything  being  done  that  should  not  be  done.  I  began 
to  take  some  interest  in  it.  and  I  found  there  was  a  sentiment  there  to 
pass  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Matthews  &mily  must  leave  the 
county,  and  two  or  three  of  us  got  together,  and  we  thought,  owing  to  the 
excitement^  that  we  had,  perhaps,  b^Btter  not  undertake  to  oppose  that 
resolution  m  the  meeting  as  we  might  be  voted  down.  As  a  means  to 
prevent  that  resolution  being  x>as^  a  gentteman,  whose  name  I  will 
not  call,  as  he  holds  an  official  position,  came  to  me  and  submitted  sab- 
stantially  what  the  resolutions  that  were  adopted  are,  and  asked  me  to 
look  over  them  and  to  draw  them  off,  as  they  were  written  in  an  indis- 
tinct hand.  I  took  those  resolutions,  made  some  corrections,  and  noted 
the  resolution  which  I  thought  ought  to  have  been  defeated,  and  the 
one  I  went  to  that  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  defeating,  which  is  to 
this  effect:  That  the  Matthews  family  should  be  held  responsible  for  any 
and  all  depredations  against  persons  or  property  that  shonld  be  coni- 
mitted  after  that.  My  position  was  this,  and  so  1  told  Mr.  Gall  Mat- 
thews. It  was  never  known  in  whose  handwriting  they  were.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  handwriting,  that  is  I  never  drew  them,  but  they 
were  presented  in  my  handwriting.  I  told  Mr.  Oall  Matthews  my  object 
in  going  there,  and  the  objection  I  proposed  to  raise,  and  that  was  to 
that  flec^^ure.  My  position  was  that  it  would  give  x)eople  an  opportunity 
of  venting  their  personal  spleen  and  animosity  on  oUier  persons  there 
outside  of  the  Matthewses,  and  outside  of  the  Independent  party,  know- 
ing it  would  be  saddled  on  those  people,  and  I  thought  they  had 
enough  to  bear  without  anything  outside  ot  what  they  were  connected 
witii. 
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Q.  Your  whole  oonnection  urith  the  resolations  was  for  the  parpose  of 
preveDting  the  passage  of  more  altra  resolatioDsT — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  as  I 
will  state  to  yon.  I  went  ap  to  the  meeting ;  it  had  been  organized,  and 
this  yonng  man  Bailey,  who  has  been  spoken  of  here,  was  addressing 
the  meeting.  The  crowd  seemed  to  be  excited,  and  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  Migor  Barry,  whose  idea  was  jnst  as  mine  was,  and  whose  objec- 
tion to  the  resolution  was  the  same  as  mine,  having  been  hissed  down^ 
I  withdrew  from  the  meeting  and  left  there,  and  I  was  not  there  when 
the  resolutions  were  voted  upon  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Fryb  : 

Q.  Who  presided  at  that  meeting  T — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Wasit  not  Mr.  Meade,  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  T — 
A.  You  will  have  to  go  to  the  resolutions :  I  could  not  say.  There  was  so 
much  confusion  thiore,  they  were  up  on  the  desks,  and  banisters  and  all, 
that  I  did  not  get  up  near  enough  to  see  the  men  on  the  front.  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  I  would  not  be  hesurd,  and  I  withdrew  and  went  back 
to  my  office  with  my  law  partner.  Captain  Harris,  who  went  with  me  for  the 
same  purpose. 

By  Mr.  SAULSBUBt^ : 

Q.  Do  those  resolutions,  in  your  judgment,  reflect  the  will  and  wish^ 
at  th%  present  time,  or  at  that  time,  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  Dem- 
ocrats of  that  county  t — ^A.  Well,  sir ;  I  do  not  l&lieve  that  the  think- 
ing people,  the  men  who  when  they  go  about  toythinff  stop  and  think 
ddib^^tely,  would  have  passed  those  resolutions.  I  do  not  believe 
even  that  that  crowd  would  have  passed  tiiose  resolutions  if  they  could 
have  been  held  up  even  for  two  or  three  days'  until  that  immediate  ex- 
citement had  passed  away. 

Q.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  people  of  Copiah  County  I  sup- 
pose t — A.  Yes.  sir ;  I  have  been  raised  in  the  cminty,  and  I  do  not  sup- 
pose there  are  fifty  white  men  in  the  county  that  t  do  not  know  person- 
ally. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  white  men  and  Demo- 
crats of  that  county,  whether  the  large  minority  of  the  white  men  and 
Democrats  of  that  county  are  not  in  favor  of  the  preservation  of  law 
and  order  in  the  community,  and  are  not  good  citizens  t — ^A.  They  are, 
undoubtedly,  from  this  fact:  We  have  borne  a  great  deal  there,  our  peo- 
ple have,  and  we  have  gone  through  with  heated  canvasses,  and  we 
have  submitted  to  corruption  in  office  there,  to  our  treasury  being  robbed, 
our  warrants  being  put  down,  and  all  that,  and  in  the  face  of  all  that, 
up  to  the  present  trouble,  I  do  not  believe  there  had  ever  been  within 
the  limits  of  Copiah  County,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  any  dis- 
turbance growing  out  of  politics  or  anything  in  connection  with  it. 

Q.  From  the  position  of  Print  Matthews,  as  a  man  of  influence  in  his 
party,  having,  as  was  generally  believed,  the  power  to  manipulate  the 
supervisors  who  appoint  the  grand  juries,  was  it  not  generally  belie^^d 
that  the  county  had  sufifered  materially  from  his  interference  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  supervisors  and  the  influence  and  control  which  he  exer- 
cised over  them  T — A.  That,  sir,  was  the  general  complaint  against  him^ 
and  I  will  state,  furthermore,  that  that  complaint  seemed  to  have  grown 
more  within  the  past  two  years,  owing  to  the  fact  that  (I  do  not  state 
it  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  that  Print  Matthews  did  manipulate 
the  board  of  supervisors,  but  I  state  that  was  the  general  impression) 
the  people  had  become  so  disgusted  and  so  determined  to  rid  the  county 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  that  had  held  control  of  the  afifairs  of  the 
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«connty  during  the  past  two  years,  that  they  perhaps  had  become  ex- 
treme in  the  matter. 

Q.  Was,  or  was  not,  the  conviction  on  tlie  public  mind  that  Mr.  Hat^ 
thews  had  exercised  his  influence  in  the  matters  to  which  yon  refer,  to 
the  detriment  of  the  county,  more  the  cause  of  the  excitement  agamst 
him  than  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Bepublican  1 — A.  I  think  so:  I  think 
that  that  impression  resided  with  a  great  number  of  people.  I  want  to 
state,  however,  in  connection  with  that  and  in  connection  with  what 
that  man  there  saw  fit  to  state  a  while  ago,  which  I  denounced  as  a  lie, 
that  my  position  was  this:  I  admitted  in  the  speech  he  referred  to  that 
I  had  more  respect  for  Mr.  Matthews  than  I  did  for  the  men  who  were 
led  around  by  him,  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Matthews  did  make  Bome- 
thing  out  of  it  and  they  got  nothing  ^  that  they  were  mere  dupes.  1 
stated  in  that  speech,  that  if  I  had  to  vote  for  a  single  man  on  that 
ticket  it  would  be  for  Mr.  Leon  Matthews  there,  for  tbe  reason  I  believe 
Mr.  Leon  Matthews,  having  known  that  he  was  a  Bepublican  always  or 
ever  since  I  have  known  him,  was  certainly  a  Bepublican  firom  some  Be- 
publican principles ;  but  I  had  known  all  of  those  other  men  personally ; 
I  had  known  their  connection  with  the  Democratic  part^ :  I  had  known 
the  fact  that  they  had  been  chronic  office-seekers  in  the  Democratic 
ranks,  and  that  they  had  simply  sold  out  and  gone  over  there  not  for 
political  principles,  but  simply  to  grab  some  of  the  spoils.  For  that 
reason  I  always  said  that. 

I  canvassed  the  county  in  the  fall  of  1881  and  made  a  speech  at  every 
precinct  in  the  county,  and  had  other  appointments  in  joint  discussion 
with  Mr.  Matthews,  who  filled  the  place  of  one  of  their  candidates  for 
the  legislature  on  the  opposition  ticket  and  was  no  speaker,  and  can- 
vassed that  county  all  over,  with  Mr.  Matthews  taking  the  side  of 
the  opposition,  and  I  representing  together  with  my  colleague  our  side. 
And  I  state  that  throughout  that  canvass  there  was  never  a  clash  be- 
tween Mr.  Matthews  and  myself,  and  I  always  took  the  position  that  if 
there  was  any  right,  that  he  represented  it  there  and  not  this  gang  that 
was  following  him.  I  fnrthermore  state  that  the  only  trouble  that 
ever  occurred  during  that  canvass  was  between  Mr.  Print  Matthews 
and  Mr.  Bob  Gatchings,  who,  at  that  time,  had  been  thrust  out  of  tiie 
post-office  there,  having  been  recognized  by  the  administration  as  a  Be- 
publican, and  having  claimed  to  be  a  Bepublican  all  his  Life,  and  having 
been  thrust  out  as  he  claimed  by  the  intervention  of  Mr.  Matthews  and 
his  influence,  he  undertook  to  run  for  sherifi",  and  Judge  Millsaps,  who 
IS  here,  was  a  very  warm  supporter  and  friend  of  his,  and  they  under- 
took to  make  some  speeches.  On  one  occasion  there  was  an  appoint- 
ment by  this  other  crowd,  and  I  went  there  and  they  divided  time  with 
me,  and  the  only  trouble  I  saw  in  that  canvass  originated  out  of  abuse 
from  Print  Matthews  to  those  two  other  Bepublicans,  such  abuse  I  will 
say  as  no  man  of  spirit  would  submit  to  ^  as  to  myself  there  was  nothing. 

Q.  I  ask  3'ou  this  question  not  because  I  approve,  or  because  I  am 
satisfied  that  any  other  sensible  man  will  approve,  ot  his  assassination, 
but  I  ask  it  in  order  that  the  true  character  of  Mr.  Matthews,  whose 
character  has  been  testified  to  by  witnesses  on  the  other  side,  may  be 
given.  Was  he,  or  not,  a  man  of  violent  disposition  when  he  became 
excited  T — A.  I  will  state  this :  While  I  was  always  on  mod  personal 
terms  with  Mr.  Matthews,  I  regarded  him  as  a  political  fanatic,  and  1 
frequently  told  him  so.  I  have  talked  with  him  about  it  time  ana  again. 
He  seemed  to  be  a  man  who  had  been  goaded  about  politics  so  muck, 
and  had  been  disappointed  at  times,  until  he  had  become  a  Ihaatic  on 
ipolitics.    He  was  one  of  the  most  extravagant-talking  men  I  have  ever 
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listened  to.  I  i>erliap8  knew  him  as  well  as  most  any  of  the  young  men 
in  the  country  there.  For  that  reason  I  never  attached  as  much  im- 
portojice  to  lus  talk  as  a  great  many  other  people  did,  because  I  had 
known  him,  and  I  knew  him  to  be  extravagant  as  a  political  talker.  I 
state,  however,  this,  that  with  the  exception  of  this  canvass  that  I  hare 
just  alluded  to  that  he  and  I  bad  together,  which  started  out  on  fHendly 
terms,  and  wound  up  so,  I  know  nothing  of  his  x>olitical  character,  ex- 
cept fh>m  these  general  rumors  and  the  statements  which  have  become 
unwritten  history  in  the  country,  which  have  been  related  here  by 
witnesses.  I  was  raised  there ;  I  was  raised  on  a  farm  and  remained 
there  until  I  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  went  to  college  for  four  years, 
came  back,  and  lived  in  another  county  for  one  year  before  I  entered 
the  practice  of  the  law  or  became  in  any  degree  well  known.  Since  that 
time  Mr.  Matthews  had  not  taken  as  great  a  part  in  politics  as  he  had 
done  before,  from  what  I  had  heard. 

Q.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  believed  in  Copiah  County  that  the  offenses  which 
have  been  spoken  of  here,  the  whippings  and  burnings,  the  killing  of 
Tom  Wallis,  &c,  were  not  the  result  of  political  excitement  or  promoted 
at  all  by  i>olitic8,  but  the  acts  of  individuals  who  took  advantage  of  the 
excitement  upon  political  subjects  in  the  county  to  vent  their  spleen  and 
spite  on  these  individuals  f — A.  There  is  no  question  that  quite  a  number 
of  these  acts  of  lawlessness  which  have  been  detailed  here,  grew  out*of 
a  state  of  affairs  just  such  as  I  feared  woufd  arise  under  that  resolution, 
and  just  such  as  Mr.  Gall  Matthews  afterwards  stated  did  exist.  The 
killing  of  Tom  Wallis  occurred  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  some  three 
weeks  before  this  political  excitement  ran  so  high,  and  at  that  time  I 
do  not  think  it  was  thought  by  but  few  x>eople  that  it  had  any  connec- 
tion with  politics.  It  was  generaUy  represented  that  it  grew  out  of 
some  little  lawsuit  they  had  down  there,  some  little  individual  trouble. 
The  burning  bf  that  man  Dan.  Crump's  house,  I  think  I  can  state  posi- 
tively from  my  connection  with  a  case  between  that  man  and  other 
parties  there,  had  no  connection  whatever  with  politics.  And,  as  your 
question  suggested,  in  my  judgment  quite  a  number  of  those  acts  of 
violence  were  committed  by  persons  who  took  advantage  of  the  polit- 
ical situation  to  vent  their  personal  spleen  against  these  parties,  and 
while  they  may  have  represented  themselves  as  belonging  to  this  crowd 
or  mob,  as  it  has  been  termed,  down  in  beat  3, 1  feel  assured  that,  in 
several  instances  where  parties  were  whipped  there  and  even  shot,  that 
that  crowd,  bad  as  it  has  b€«n  represented,  had  no  connection  with  it; 
that  it  was  parties  who  were  taking  advantage  of  their  presence 
down  in  that  country  to  vent  their  personal  spleen  against  these 
parties.  I  want  to  state  another  thing,  though.  Some  time  after 
those  resolutions  had  been  passed,  Mr.  Gall  Mathews,  whom  I  had  con- 
versations with,  came  to  Mr.  Sexton  and  myself,  at  Mr.  Sexton's  oflftce, 
and  told  us  and  related  to  us  the  circumstance  of  this  man  whom  they 
charged  with  burning  their  father's  gin.  He  said  on  his  way  to  town 
be  had  met  this  man  in  the  swamp,  and  that  the  party  had  taken  ad- 
vantage of  these  resolutions  now  to  abuse  and  villify  him,  knowing  that 
bis  hands  were  tied,  or  believing  that  they  were  tied,  and  if  they  should 
do  him  bodily  harm,  that  under  those  resolutions  the  Democratic  party 
would  take  it  up  and  make  him  suffer  the  consequences.  He  further- 
more said  to  us  that  there  were  several  of  his  personal  enemies  down 
there  that  weie  doing  the  same  thing ;  they  were  taking  advantage  of 
those  resolutions  to  wreak  their  vengeance  against  him  personally,  and 
he  appealed  to  us  to  know  if  we  could  not  in  some  way  stop  it.  Mr. 
Sexton  and  I  told  him  that  we  felt  powerless  in  the  matter;  that  men 
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who  were  mean  enough  to  take  advantage  of  a  thing  of  that  kind  were 
beyond  the  influence  of  anybody.  One  of  them  wae  a  man  who  nsed  to 
be  with  the  Independent  party;  he  was  chief  of  the  Independents  or 
Bepnblicans,  or  whatever  you  call  them,  had  been  manager  for  Hr.  Gall 
Matthews  down  on  his  convict  &rm,  but  they  had  fall^i  out  and  became 
deadly  enemies.  He  said  that  man  had  taken  advantage  of  it  and  was 
goading  him  and  disturbing  his  labor  down  there ;  hfMl  met  one  of  his 
negroes  in  the  lane  and  had  given  him  so  much  time  to  get  away  from 
there }  and  he  came  and  asked  us  if  there  was  not  some  way  to  stop  that 
thing;  that  if  there  was  not  he  would  have  to  abandon  his  property. 
Mr.  Sexton  and  I  told  him  if  we  could  devise  any  means  whatever  to 
reach  these  difficulties  he  was  complaining  of  we  would  certainly  do  it; 
that  we  thought  it  was  a  great  outrage  and  ought  to  be  stopped;  it 
would  l>e  ruinous  to  the  lalx>r  system  there,  aside  from  the  lawlessness 
of  the  conduct. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Matthews  attribute  the  interfiurence  with  his  labor  on  the 
part  of  those  persons,  to  political  animosity  or  to  private  grievances  they 
had  T — ^A.  He  said  they  were  personal  enemies  of  his  who  were  tsMng 
advantage  of  the  political  attitude  of  afEears  at  that  time  to  wreak  their 
personal  vengeance  on  him. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  you  and  Mr.  Sexton  and  other  good  people  would  not 
have  exerted  all  tiie  influence  you  had  to  protect  him  in  all  his  jost 
rights  1 — ^A.  Tes,  sir,  we  would,  and  so  told  him. 

By  the  Ghaibhan  : 

Q.  Ton  spoke  of  the  conduct  of  this  crowd  who  went  about  the  town 
and  the  county  before  the  election,  as  electioneering.  Is  that  the  word 
which  is  applicable  to  such  conduct  and  behavior  in  that  county  f— 
A.  I  do  not  know  that,  for  the  reason  that  I  do  not  know  what  their 
conduct  was.  I  am  convinced  now  that  there  was  lawlessness  com- 
mitted down  there  by  somebody,  but  whether  they  did  it  or  not  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  the  word  electioneering  is  the  word  you  gener- 
ally apply  to  that  kind  of  work  T — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  they  claimed  to  be  doing 
that  down  there. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  about  a  word  used  by  Mr.  Saulsbury ;  he  spoke  of 
it  as  an  assassination  in  one  of  his  questions  to  you.  It  is  tiie  first  time  I 
have  heard  that  word  firom  Democratic  lips  during  this  investigation,  and 
I  am  very  much  gratified.  Now,  I  want  to  know  whetheryou  think  that 
word  to  be  applicable  to  that  transaction  of  Mr.  Wheeler's ;  do  yon  think 
it  was  an  assassination  t — A.  I  will  tell  you  what  I  said,  and  I  will  tell  joa 
my  reason  for  not  expressing  any  further  opinion  about  it.  All  that  we 
say  here  is  reported  at  home,  and  I  think  it  is  the  desire  there  of  some 
that  this  matter  shall  receive  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation.  I  would 
not  like  for  it  to  go  out  there  that  I  had  said  that  this  was  a  case  of 
murder.  I  will  say  this,  however,  which  I  stated  to  Mr.  Burnet  onoe^ 
that  if  what  I  had  heard  about  the  circumstances  of  that  killing,  and  I 
state,  too,  that  I  heard  that  from  individuals  of  the  other  party 

Q.  The  Kepublican,  or  Independent  party  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  tbe  Inde- 
pendent party.  We  do  not  have  so  many  Bepublicans  up  there  as  we 
do  when  we  get  down  here  among  you  Bepublieans  who  are  respectable. 
They  are  Independents  there  and  Oreenbackers,  and  I  denominate  them 
as  the  opposition  party,  the  other  party.  I  stated  to  Mr.  Burnet,  as  I 
state  it  to  any  one  else,  that  if  what  I  had  heard  about  that  killing  was 
true,  it  was  undoubtedly  a  clear  case  of  murder  under  the  law,  and  a  bad 
murder. 
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Q.  My  qaestion  was  whether  yon  applied  the  term  ^<  assassination" 
to  it  T — A.  Well,  sir,  I  would  not  say  that,  because  that  is  affecting  that 
trial,  and  I  do  not  pr9po8e  to  do  that  in  any  case ;  I  do  not  want  any 
man  convicted  or  acquitted  on  any  opinion  I  might  advance. 

Q.  These  resolutions  were  in  your  handwriting  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  in  my 
handwriting. 

Q.  And  carried  over  by  you  to  the  meeting! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  carried  them  over— Mr.  Bailey  t — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  who. 
Mr.  Bailey  had  nothing  to  do  with  them.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Bailey.  I 
do  not  know  who  offered  them,  because  I  was  not  there  when  the7  were 
offered.    I  cannot  say  who  carried  them  over. 

Q.  Was  the  Democratic  district  attorney  the  author  of  them  T — A.  As 
I  stated  awhile  ago,  I  will  not  give  the  name  of  the  party  who  handed 
them  to  me,  in  whose  handwriting  they  were  when  they  came  here. 

Q.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  proper  fact  for  us  to  ascertain  and  re< 
port  whether  the  Democratic  district  attorney  of  the  county  is  the  au- 
thor of  the  resolutions,  and  I  will  ask  you  whether  that  is  true  or  not  f — 
A.  I  would  like  to  be  excused  from  answering  that  question,  because  the 
gentleman  asked  me  not  to  state  it. 

Q.  You  know  who  the  author  is  T — ^A.  I  know  in  whose  handwriting 
they  were  when  they  came  to  me.  I  copied  them  and  made  some 
changes  in  them.  I  will  state  this,  that  I  know  that  at  least  the  gen- 
tleman who  brought  them  to  me  made  the  impression  on  me  in  the  con- 
versation I  had  with  him,  that  his  object  was  the  same  as  mine,  to  let 
that  resolution  be  offered  to  get  them  off  of  the  other  resolution  which 
they  seemed  determined  to  pass.  Then  when  we  got  them  off  of  that, 
to  amend  the  resolution  as  presented  and  strike  out  that  one  that  is  ob- 
jectionable. 

Q.  Was  there  not  strength  enough  in  this  Copiah  County,  with  its 
2,500  Democrats,  to  stop  the  passage  of  such  resolutions  by  150  men  T — 
A.  The  2,500  did  not  happen  to  be  there  that  day,  and  the  150  did,  and 
that  is  one  reason  why  they  could  not  have  done  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  or  have  communicated  to  you  a  letter  from  some  gen- 
tleman representing  your  State  in  one  House  or  the  other  of  Congress 
advising  that  a  public  meeting  should  be  held  to  denounce  this  act,  the 
killing  of  Matthews  t — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  have  seen  any  such  letter. 

Q.  Have  you  not  seen  a  letter  advising  a  public  meeting  to  be  held, 
or  have  you  not  been  informed  of  such  a  thing  by  Mr.  Sexton  or  any 
one  else  t    You  never  heard  of  such  a  letter  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  proposition  made  and  discussed  in  your  hearing 
to  have  a  public  meeting  to  denounce  these  outrages  ? — A.  There  was 
this  sort  of  general  talk.  It  went  out  there  that  those  resolutions  were 
passed  by  a  mass  meeting.  Our  understanding  of  a  mass  meeting  was 
a  meeting  gotten  up  in  pursuance  to  a  call  made  by  some  one  assuming 
authority.  As  this  meeting  was  a  premature  affair,  simply  a  gathering 
in  answer  to  a  call  made  from  the  door,  we  did  not  recognize  it  as  a 
mass  meeting.  It  was  talked  about,  the  propriety  of  having  a  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  that  feature,  that  it  was  not  a  mass  meet- 
ing that  passed  those  resolutions. 

Q.  Was  that  not  given  up  on  the  ground  that  these  people  who  had 
passed  those  resolutions  would  be  likely  to  be  in  the  majority  at  that 
meeting  and  take  possession  of  it;  that  there  was  danger  of  itt — ^A.  I 
do  not  know  that  that  was  discussed. 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  for  giving  up  the  plan  T — ^A.  About  the  only 
reason  I  can  give  you  is  this,  that  what  is  everybody's  business  is  no- 
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body's  business^  and  no  one  felt  called  upon  to  work  this  meeting  np  and 
carry  it  through. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  that  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting  on  the  day 
after  the  murder  of  J.  P.  Matthews,  were  a  disgrace  to  the  county  of 
Gopiah  and  the  town  of^Hazlehurst  t — A.  I  will  say  this ' 

Q*  I  would  like  to  have  you  answer  my  question  in  saying  it  T— A.  I 
would  like  to  use  my  own  language  m  answering.  J  say  this,  that  I 
have  not  met  a  man  away  from  there,  that  had  not  imbibed  some  of  the 
excitement,  who  is  not  satisfied  that  it  was  as  bad  as  the  killing  of  Mat- 
thews, the  passing  of  those  resolutions. 

Q.  Did  you  agree  to  that  opinion  3'ourself  T — ^A.  I  think  myself  it  was 
one  of  the  most  ill-advised  things  that  was  ever  done. 

Q.  <<Ill-ad vised  "  is  rather  a  curious  term  to  use  when  we  are  talking 
about  such  things,  in  my  judgment  We  are  speaking  of  great  public 
crimes  which  have  excited  the  horror  of  the  American  people,  and  you 
answer  me  that  they  are  '^  ill-advised."  I  wish  to  know  whether  you 
think  that  was  a  disgrace  or  not  to  the  people  of  the  town  of  Hacle* 
hurst  T — A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  disgrace  in  the  eyes  of  everybody. 

Q.  Whether  you  think  it  was  T — ^A.  I  do  not  think  it  has  disgraced 
our  county,  because  it  was  not  done  by  the  county ;  it  was  done  by  that 
meeting. 

Q.  Did  you  think  it  a  disgraceful  occurrence  f — A.  I  say  this,  that 
it  was  calculated  to  reflect  upon  our  county  in  a  way  that  I  do  not  like 
to  see. 

Q.  That  I  understand. — A.  I  say  furthermore  that  your  conduct  can* 
not  disgrace  me,  neither  can  the  conduct  of  one  hundired  and  fifty  men 
disgrace  five  thousand  men. 

Q.  But  did  you  think  it  a  disgraceful  occurrence  to  anybody  T— A.  I 
am  not  going  to  use  your  word;  I  am  going  to  use  my  own  word. 

Q.  Ton  will  not  say.  The  term  you  will  use  about  it  is  ^<  ill-advised'^— 
A.  I  think  it  was  very  bad  policy,  and  I  think  it  was  wrong. 

Q.  Bad  policy T — A.  Tes,  sir;  the  worst  kind. 

Q.  Now  I  want  to  know  what  is  your  objection  to  those  resolutions ; 
what  is  there  in  tiiem  that  you  disapprove  oft  Tou  must  know  some- 
thing of  them,  as  you  wrote  them  out  and  sent  them  over  T— 'A.  I  only 
copied  them.    I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  drafting  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 
Q.  You  stated  that  yon  changed  them  some  T — ^A.  I  made  some  cleri- 
cal  changes.    I  do  not  know  that  I  changed  the  language  any. 

By  the  Ghaibman: 

Q.  What  is  your  objection  to  them  T — ^A.  My  main  objection  was  this: 
That  they  held  the  Matthews  family  there  responsible  for  any  attempt 
to  avenge  their  brother's  death  in  any  direction  against  the  person  or 
property  of  any  one.  I  saw  that  great  evU  might  grow  oat  of  that ; 
that  it  was  putting  these  people  in  a  position,  even  if  they  were  guilty 
of  all^  if  they  occupied  the  position  it  was  claimed  they  dM,  that  even 
then  It  was  doing  them  great  iigustioe. 

Q.  What  else  T— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  object  to  anything  else  in  them  T — ^A.  If  I  were  to  draw  the 
resolutions  I  would,  perhaps,  change  a  great  many  of  them. 

Q.  I  think  they  would  be  more  politic  if  they  were  to  be  drawn  oov. 
But  mv  question  is,  what  else  in  them  did  you  object  to  T — A.  I  have  not 
seen  those  resolutions,  I  believe,  since  I  drew  them  off  that  day.  i 
would  like  to  look  at  them. 
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Q.  Yon  will  have  an  opportnnity.  Did  yon  approve  of  the  resolntion 
that  it  was  <^  necessary  to  the  safety  of  society  and  the  welfare  of  all 
races  and  classes  in  this  connty  that  the  Matthews  family  shall  keep 
oat  of  politics  in  Copiah  Connty ''t — ^A.  I  will  give  you  a  qualified  an- 
swer on  that.  I  do  not  state  it  from  my  own  information,  but  just  like 
a  great  many  rumors  that  you  have  allowed  to  go  in  testimony  here. 
The  whole  atmosphere  of  that  country  was  fuU  of  the  rumor  that  Mr* 
Matthews  and  his  relatives,  that  is  his  nearer  relatives,  had  stated  time 
and  again  that  if  any  one  of  them  was  ever  killed  that  their  estate  should 
be  spent  in  avenging  his  death,  and  the  destruction  of  property,  and 
Boon. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  a  different  point  from  that.  Ton  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  make  any  explanation  you  wish,  but  I  wish  you  would 
answer  my  question.  The  question  which  I  put  is,  whether  you  approved 
of  the  resolntion  which  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  the  safety  of  so- 
ciety and  (he  welfare  of  all  races  and  classes  there  that  the  Matthews 
family  should  keep  out  of  polifics  in  Copiah  County  T — A.  I  was  going 
on  to  get  at  that  point,  but  I  wiU  answer  you  now,  as  you  cannot  com- 
prehend what  I  am  going  to  tell.  I  say,  if  what  was  charged  and  ru- 
mored against  these  people  as  to  their  connection  with  politics  was  true, 
it  was  a  necessary  resolution;  but  I  do  not  state  that  that  was  true. 

Q.  And  you  approved  of  having  that  resolution  passed  at  this  meet- 
ing t — A.  ^o,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  1  approved  it.  I  was  not  there  to  ap- 
prove it.    I  went  there  to  oppose  it,  but  did  not  have  the  opportunity. 

Q.  Did  you  approve  of  this  resolution,  ^^That  fh)m  henceforth  no  man 
or  set  of  men  shall  organize  the  negro  race  against  the  whites  in  this 
connty,  and  if  it  shall  be  attempted  in  the  future  we  hereby  give  notice 
that  it  shall  be  at  the  peril  of  the  person  or  persons  attempting  so  to 
do"  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  unqualifiedly  indorse  that  now.  And  1  state 
now  if  your  biggest  man.  General  Orant,  or  the  biggest  man  we  ever 
had,  should  go  into  Gopian  County  and  undertake  that  thing  he  would 
he  killed  quicker  than  anybody  else.  I  would  be  killed,  and  I  have  been 
raised  there.  But  I  want  to  explain  myself  on  that  point.  I  want  to  say 
there  that  I  do  not  now  make  the  charge  that  Mr.  Matthews  attempted 
to  do  it,  neither  do  I  deny  the  right  of  any  man  to  exercise  political  in- 
fluence with  the  colored  people.    But  I  say  this 

Q.  Do  yon  not  think  a  Democrat  has  a  right  to  organize  the  negroes 
against  the  white  Independents  or  Bepublicans  if  he  canf — A.  Kot  as 
a  class  nor  on  a  race  issue. 

Q.  But  this  does  not  say  anything  about  a  race  issue. — ^A.  Well  that 
is  what  I  am  tafking  about. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  man  who  attempted  to  stay  the  tide  of 
excitement  in  that  meeting  by  getting  any  amendment  to  Uiose  resolu- 
tions so  far  as  you  know,  except  Miyor  Barry  T — ^A.  Kot  that  I  know  of. 
I  will  tell  yon  why.  When  1  got  over  there  this  man  who  had  b^n  an 
Independent,  that  is  they  claimed  him  as  a  Republican  I  suppose,  and 
who  had  been  Mr.Matthews's  manager  down  there,  was  up  like  a  jumping 
jack  in  the  stand  cutting  up  all  kinds  of  didos,  this  man  Womack,  and 
I  really  became  disgusted  with  some  of  the  performances  over  there, 
because  I  thought  in  a  meeting  of  that  kind  there  should  be  deliberation 
if  anything.  But  there  were  all  kinds  of  performances  going  on  and  I 
did  not  wait  for  that  party  to  get  through.  I  just  withdrew,  seeing  that 
I  would  be  in  the  same  attitude  with  Major  Barry. 

Q.  Was  not  your  real  objection  to  this  resolntion  that  it  would  sound 
bad  abroad? — A.  At  that  time  I  did  not  know  it  would  get  abroad  so 
extensively  3  I  had  not  thought  of  that. 
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Q.  Was  not  tiiat  yoar  real  objection,  that  it  would  Bound  bad  abroad  t— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  it  was.  My  objection  is  founded  on  my 
convictions  and  judgment  in  the  matter,  because  when  other  people  get 
very  much  excited  I  am  generally  the  other  way. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  just  now,  that  the  conduct  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  would,  you  think,  have  led  to  extreme  measures  if  it  bad 
continued T — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  I  think  it  would. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  extreme  measures! — ^A.  I  just  bdieve  these 
people  would  have  gone  in  there  and  kicked  them  out  of  their  offioeB. 
If  they  could  not  have  done  it  in  any  other  way,  they  would  have  done 
it  by  force,  because  they,  I  believe,  had  made  up  their  minds  not  to 
allow  that  crowd  to  control  the  flnancial  affairs  of  our  county  any 
longer. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  would  have  gone  so  fiar  as  to  have  killed  any- 
body t — A.  Well,  if  they  had  showed  fight,  some  of  them  might  have 
got  hurt  t 

Q.  You  answer  me  with  a  hint.  I  ask  yon  whether  you  think  they 
would  have  gone  to  the  extreme  of  taking  human  life  if  they  had  foond 
it  necessary  to  overcome  resistance! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  if  they  had  foond 
it  necessary  to  have  got  rid  of  that  crowd. 

Q.  And  do  you  think  that  would  have  been  true  even  if  those  supervi- 
sors had  been  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Copiah  County  T— A 
I  think  this:  In  some  counties  I  deny  the  right  of  the  majority  to  con- 
trol, because  I  believe  we  have  got  an  element  that  was  never  ^titled 
to  tne  right  of  franchise,  and  I  ttiink  it  is  detrimental  to  the  Americaii 
Government  to-day  that  they  have  it.    I  think  it  is  a  curse  to  them. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  the  blacks  or  the  whitest — ^A.  I  think  there  are 
some  whites  that  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote.  I  think  there  should 
be  some  qualification. 

Q.  Should  the  qualification  be  that  a  man  should  be  a  Democrat!— A 
No,  sir;  not  that.  I  want  to  state  about  that.  I  am  not  what  they 
call  a  Bourbon  Democrat.  I  do  not  believe  I  havo  ever  been  called  that 
I  have  always  had  the  reputation  there  in  my  public  speaking 

The  Chaibmak.  I  will  say  frankly  to  you  that  I  should  infer  &om 
your  testimony  in  answer  to  Mr.  Saulsbury  and  myself  that  yon  w^e 
not  a  Bourbon  Democrat. 

The  Witness.  You  will  find  that  I  am  not  to  be  brow-beaten  in  any 
respect,  politically  or  otherwise.    I  maintain  my  convictions. 

The  Chaibman.  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  that  indicates  that 
you  are  a  Bourbon  Democrat  in  your  answer. 

The  Witness.  Well,  what  they  dass  a  Bourbon  Democrat. 

The  Chairman.  Is  tiiat  opinion  which  you  have  expressed  shared  in 
by  the  majority  of  the  respectable  white  Democrats  in  Copiah  County! 

The  Witness.  As  to  getting  rid  of  that  board  of  sup^visors  ! 

The  Chaibman.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  I  do  believe  it,  and  I  think  that  was  reaUy  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  trouble. 

Q.  And  even  if  the  majority  of  the  people  choose  to  elect  them,  you 
think  this  opinion  that  a  majority  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  govern 
in  such  things,  is  shared  by  the  majority  of  the  white  Democrats!— A 
Not  where  it  is  based  upon  ignorance. 

Q.  I  understand ;  where  they  think  it  is  ignorance.  Let  me  see  if  I 
understand  yon  correctly  and  do  you  no  injustice.  When  a  minority  of 
the  people,  who  are  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  country  clodied 
with  the  ft^anchise,  choose  to  elect  certain  public  offtcers,  if  the  mlnoritr 
believe  as  to  their  unfitness  what  you  believe  about  the  supervisors  w 
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the  county,  yon  think  it  is  their  right  or  is  proper  for  them  to  depose 
them  or  prevent  their  taking  their  offices  by  violence,  and  if  necessary 
by  killing  t — A.  Well,  sir,  you  have  framed  your  interrogatory,  and  now 
I  will  frame  my  answer.  I  will  say  this,  that  where  the  majority  com- 
posed of  an  ignorant,  unlettered  class  of  people  that  do  not  own  any 
property,  have  got  no  interests  in  the  count^,  see  proper,  by  brute  force, 
to  foist  a  set  of  men  upon  the  property-owners  of  the  country,  to  whom 
the  country  belongs,  I  believe,  sir,  it  is  a  moral  obligation  resting  upon 
that  people,  it  don^t  make  any  difference  if  they  are  in  the  minority,  to 
get  rid  of  tnem.    That  is  my  doctrine. 

Q.  And  you  would  extend  that^  I  suppose,  beyond  your  own  county? 
Kit  is  true  in  Copiah  County,  it  is  true  of  tne  whole  country  equally,  is 
it  not  f  You  would  not  have  one  rule  for  Copiah  County  and  a  i>oorer 
rale  for  the  rest  of  us  f— A.  I  think  it  is  pretty  well  extended.  I  think 
it  goes  through  all  your  country,  that  all  intelligent  people  have  made 
ap  their  minds  not  to  let  the  ignorance  and  corruption  of  the  country 
ran  its  affairs. 

Q.  You  think  if  one  party  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  its  organized 
antagonist  is  corrupt,  it  may  take  possession  of  affairs  by  force,  instead 
of  letting  them  take  possession  by  the  ballot-box;  is  that  your  creed  T — 
A  My  creed  is  that  when  they  have  exhausted  all  the  means  they  have 
in  contending  with  these  people  under  their  right  of  franchise,  that  then, 
rather  than  have  their  property  destroyed  and  their  social  order  dis- 
rapted,  they  are  justified  in  resorting  to  something  else. 

Q.  Your  opinion  is  also,  is  it  not,  with  some  exceptions,  that  the  igno- 
rance and  corruption  of  the  country  are  found  in  the  Eepublican  party, 
and  the  virtue  and  intelligence  in  the  Democratic  party  T — A.  I  state 
this,  that  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  undoubtedly  what  has  heretofore 
been  claimed  to  be  the  Republican  party  is  composed  mainly  of  an  igno- 
rant class  of  colored  people,  who  were  manipulated  and  led  by  bad, 
designing  men  as  a  general  tJiing. 

Q.  Is  that  true  of  the  South  generally  f — ^A.  It  used  to  be  so,  and  in 
some  parts  where  they  have  the  numerical  strength  it  is  being  done 
again. 

Q.  You  think  that  is  the  case.  Now,  you  spoke  of  seeing  or  speak- 
ing to  some  of  the  leading  spirits  of  the  crowd  when  you  went  out ;  who 
were  the  persons ;  will  you  give  us  the  names  f 
The  Witness.  In  what  connection  did  I  state  thatt 
The  Chaibman.  You  said  when  you  went  out  at  the  request  of  the 
sheriff  you  called  on  some  of  the  leading  spirits  of  the  crowd  that  were 
coming  into  Hazlehurst. — ^A.  I  said  I  saw  one  of  the  parties  whom  I 
had  understood  was  in  the  crowd  and  was  taking  an  active  part. 

Q.  And  you  said  also  that  you  went  to  the  crowd  and  spoke  to  some 
of  their  leading  spirits  and  asked  them  not  to  go  to  Mr.  Matthews's  house 
and  disturb  his  daughter. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  persons  that  you  spoke  of  as  leading  spirits  f— A.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  could  give  you  the  names.    I  addi^ssed  those  who 
surrounded  me. 
Q.  They  were  not  masked  f — A.  Not  all. 

Q*  And  you  said  you  knew  every  man  in  Copiah  County  except  about 
fifty,  I  think.    I  suppose  you  meant  white  men. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  would  have  known  most  of  that  crowd.    Give  us  the 
names  of  those  persons  whom  you  described  as  the  leading  spirits;  as 
many  as  you  can  — A.  I  addressed  my  remarks,  as  I  regard^  it,  just  as 
they  came  in  in  the  front. 
Q.  Who  were  they  T — ^A.  I  could  name  quite  a  number  of  men. 
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Q.  Name  them,  if  yoa  please. — A.  That  is  a  good  big  task. 

Q.  You  are  competent  to  oDdertake  very  big  tasks  iDtellectoally,  I 
am  sure. — A..  Thank  you.  Well,  one  man  whom  I  addressed,  as  my 
recollection  serves  now,  or  two  of  them,  they  were  managing  the 
cannon  they  were  carrying  around  with  them;  I  think  my  remarks  were 
addressed  to  them  more  particularly,  and  they  were  Mr.  Jesse  Thomp- 
son, jr.,  and  Emmett  Spencer,  I  believe  now.  They  appeared  to  be 
managing  the  gun  ;  that  is  what  I  had  allusion  to  more  than  anything 
else,  that  they  should  not  fire  the  cannon  around  in  that  part  of  the 
town  and  disturb  the  sick  people.  I  could  name  a  good  many  others 
who  were  there  in  that  gathering. 

Q.  Please  go  on  and  name  them. — ^A.  I  think  there  were  one  or  two 
of  the  Messrs.  Higdon,  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Brown ;  there 
were  some  of  the  Middleton  family,  I  believe,  and  some  young  Baileys, 
who  lived  in  the  country,  and  I  think  a  Mr.  West  was  there,  and  quite  a 
number  of  others. 

Q.  Go  on;  is  that  all  you  remember! — A.  I  would  not  like  to  give 
any  man's  name  who  was  not  there.  There  were  men  standiug  around 
there  who  did  not  come  in  with  this  crowd,  who  got  into  it  after  they 
got  into  the  town. 

Q.  Name  all  the  rest  you  remember  f — A.  Mr.  Williamson,  the  mayor 
of  the  town,  was  there,  but  I  do  not  think  he  belonged  to  the  crowd ;  I 
think  he  went  there — I  know  he  did  for  the  same  purpose  I  did — ^to  get 
them  not  to  shoot  the  cannon  over  in  that  part  of  the  town.  And  there 
was  Mr.  John  Middleton,  who  was  here  the  other  day,  who  did  not  come 
in  with  that  crowd  at  all.  When  I  saw  them  they  had  stopped  at  a  pub- 
lic well  near  the  bank  building,  which  is  the  central  part  of  the  town, 
and  the  people  going  to  and  fro  congregated  there. 

Q.  Who  were  either  on  horseback  or  with  horses) — A.  I  suppose 
seventy-five  or  one  hundred  men. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  names  of  seventy-five  men  t  It  would  not  take 
long. — ^A.  It  would  not  take  long  if  you  did  not  care  whose  name  yoa 
gave.  But  I  do  not  want  to  give  any  one's  name  who  did  not  belong  to 
the  class  you  refer  to. 

Q.  Well,  name  all  that  you  can. — A.  I  shall  just  have  to  think  about 
it  for  awhile.  As  I  stated  awhile  ago,  I  think  I  knew  nearly  all  the 
men  in  that  crowd,  as  well  as  nearly  everybody  in  that  county.  There 
were  some  colored  men  standing  over  there  with  that  crowd.  Quite  a 
number  of  colored  men  had  stopped  there  to  see  what  was  going  on. 

Q.  Then  I  w:ill  ask  you  another  question,  if  you  find  it  takes  so  much 
time  to  recall  those  names.  In  your  judgment  was  the  state  of  public 
sentiment  in  your  town  such  that  there  was  danger  that  the  family  of 
Mr.  Matthews  would  be  attacked,  or  molested,  or  insulted,  with  the 
corpse  of  the  husband  and  father  under  their  roof  that  night  f — ^A.  This 
was  before  the  killing ;  this  was  on  Monday. 

Q.  When  you  stood  there  with  twenty  men  I  mean  t — A.  Oh,  on  that 
night!  I  did  not  apprehend  anything  of  the  kind.  I  do  not  believe,  un- 
less it  had  been  some  thoughHess  boy;  I  do  not  believe  there  was  a  man 
there 

Q.  Did  you  think  it  would  take  twenty  men  to  keep  off  a  thoughtl^s 
boy! — A.  No,  sir;  but  simply  to  guarantee  to  these  people  that  there 
would  not  be  any  disturbance  I  took  that  party  of  men  with  me.  I  did 
not  stay  there  all  the  time.  I  staid  there  myself,  I  suppose  on  that  side 
of  the  street,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  house,  until  1  or  2  o'clock 
that  night.  As  I  stated,  the  people  had  gathered  in  there  from  the 
other  towns  and  the  country,  and  I  did  not  know  who  was  there,  and 
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my  object  was  to  keep  them  from  distorbing  that  family  even  by  a  ncHse 
that  would  create  fear  with  them. 

Q.  Do  yon  believe  that  Erastas  Wheeler  can  be  convicted  and  hung 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  this  offense,  if  it  turns  out  that  he  took  a 
shot-gun  andf  with  malice  aforethought,  shot  Prentiss  Matthews  t — A. 
I  believe  fully  that  if  the  case  is  made  out,  Wheeler  would  be  as  liablo 
to  be  convicted  there  as  most  anybody  else. 

Q.  That  is  no  answer  to  my  question. — A.  You  want  me  to  give  an 
opinion  in  this  particular  case^  which  I  decline  to  do,  for  I  say  I  do  not 
want  it  to  go  out  there  as  having  decided  this  matter ;  I  do  not  want  to 
judge  or  be  a  juror  in  the  matter,  or  influence  jurors  in  the  case. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  are  Wheeler's  counsel  or  whether  he  has  any! — 
A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  heard  of  any  being  employed.  Well,  1  did 
hear  directly  after  the  killing  that  Mr.  Wheeler  had  employed,  or  sent 
to  Jackson  for  the  purpose  of  employing  Colonel  Hooker,  and  Judge 
Calhoun  the  gentleman  who  was  here.  I  afterwards  asked  Colonel 
Hooker  if  he  had  been  employed,  and  he  said  he  had  not;  that  Wheeler 
had  mentioned  the  matter  to  him,  but  he  had  not  been  employed. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  yon  about  this  speech  that  you  have  told  us  some- 
thing about  Ton  say  that  you  told  the  audience  that  you  did  not  blame 
Mr.  Matthews  so  much  as  the  gang  that  went  into  the  party  with  him. 
I  think  you  used  the  word  ^^gang.'' — ^A.  I  will  state  this,  and  I  think 
there  will  be  some  witnesses  here  who  were  there  and  heard  the  speech. 
I  think  my  language  was  this :  That  some  of  our  people  were  very  much 
inclined  to  saddle  all  the  misrule  on  my  friend  Print  Matthews ;  I  desig- 
nated him  in  that  way.  I  said  I  differed  with  them  in  that  I  have  more 
respect,  I  said,  for  Print  Matthews's  course  in  this  matter  than  for  those 
men  who  have  simply  gone  in  as  dupes  in  the  matter,  men  who  had  be- 
come candidates  just  simply  because  Mr.  Matthews  had  offered  them 
something. 

Q.  Did  you  mean  the  men  on  the  ticket,  or  the  body  of  the  men  who  were 
expected  to  vote  the  ticket  ? — A.  I  meant  some  of  the  men  on  the  ticket; 
yes,  sir.  I  did  not  mean  all  of  them.  I  meant  the  men  mainly  who  had 
been  great  Democrats,  and  who  had  taken  as  much  part  in  the  intimi- 
dation, if  there  had  ever  been  any  in  that  part  of  the  country,  as  any- 
one else. 

Q.  Had  there  ever  been  any  intimidation  T — ^A.  I  think  some  of  your 
leading  witnesses  stated  there  was  some,  and  I  believe  there  was  s6me. 

Q.  Did  you  speak  of  them  as  a  gang  f — ^A.  I  may  have  used  that 
word ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  a  little  more  of  that  speech  of  yours ;  it  was  an 
interesting  one  and  I  should  like  to  have  you  repeat  it— A.  There  is  no 
canvass  pending  now.    I  do  not  speak  impromptu  and  without  notes. 

Q.  Did  you  not  use  some  violent  language  besides  the  word  ^^  gang"! — 
A.  I  did  not,  and  I  think  this  man  who  testified  was  the  only  man  who 
found  fault  with  it,  and  I  took  occasion  to  drum  him  up  that  day  about 
his  politics  because  I  knew  something  about  it.  He  was  sitting  by,  and 
took  occasion  to  interrupt  me,  and  whenever  he  did  I  would  silence  him 
by  Home  comment  on  his  own  political  character. 

Q.  Did  you  not  invite  questions  from  the  audience! — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not  know  that  I  did.    He  was  not  there  by  my  invitation. 

Q.  Is  it  the  practice  in  your  political  speakings  for  persons  in  the  audi- 
ence to  put  questions  to  the  speaker  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  put  those  questions  to  you  discourteously  f — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not  know  that  he  did ;  but  they  were  such  questions  as  I  thought 
merited  a  reply  from  me.    I  had  a  right  to  make  my  own  application  to 
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Q.  It  being  the  practice  in  Mississippi  to  permit  persons  to  put 
eonrteons  questions  to  speakers  on  politics  and  this  man  having  exer- 
cised this  privilege,  yon  replied  by,  as  yon  say,  dramming  him  down  a 
good  deal  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  say,  do  yon  remember  t — A.  I  did  not  say  anything 
very  rough,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  a  pretly  poor  man,  or  he 
would  have  resented  it. 

Q.  You  used  some  pretty  rough  language,  did  you  not  t — ^A.  I  do 
not  think  I  said  anything  to  insult  the  man.  He  did  not  get  insulted. 
He  talked  with  me  just  after  the  speech  was  over,  and  said  anything  is 
fair  in  politics,  and  laughed  over  it  I  do  not  think  he  was  distuned 
about  it. 

Q.  Were  you  not  surprised  that  he  was  not  insulted  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not  think  I  was,  knowing  the  man. 

Q.  You  think  some  men  would  have  been  t — ^A.  Perhaps  some  men 
might  have  construed  some  things  that  I  said  about  him  as  a  personal 
reflection. 

Q.  Then  a  man  of  spirit  you  think  would  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say 
I  thought  he  would  have  done  it,  but  I  say  he  might  hare  done  it 
I  take  it  that  I  did  not  do  it,  because  he  did  not  resent  it,  seem  ag 
grieved  by  it,  or  feel  insulted. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  that  indicated  a  certain  lack  of  spirit  on  his 
partf — A.  I  say  aside  from  that,  however,  I  think  he  has  got  very  little 
spirit,  for  no  man  who  has  stated  such  absolute  falseho(^  as  he  has 
stated  can  have.    A  man  without  honor  is  without  spirit 

Q.  That  is  another  question,  and  we  are  not  dealing  with  that  jnst 
now.  Did  you  not  speak  pretty  harshly  of  Print  Matthews  in  that 
speech  T — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not,  and  I  think  there  are  some  colored  men 
here  as  witnesses  who  will  tell  you  that  I  spoke  in  better  terms  of  Mr. 
Matthews  on  that  occasion  than  I  did  of  the  balance  of  them. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  say  you  were  going  to  put  an  end  to  Mr.  Matthews's 
political  influence  or  power  in  that  county  f — A.  I  told  them  that  we 
were  going  to  beat  that  crowd ;  that  we  were  getting  tired  of  having  to 
go  through  with  that  thing  evei^  time  to  keep  these  men  from  taking 
charge  of  our  affairs  and  controlling  matters  and  robbing  our  county. 

Q.  But  the  men  on  that  county  ticket  that  fall  were  good  men,  were 
they,  not  t — A.  Some  were  and  some  I  did  not  regard  as  such. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Meade  make  a  speech  at  that  meeting  T — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Did  he  not  make  a  pretty  violent  speech  f — ^A.  Mr.  Meade  is  a 
more  fiery  speaker  than  I  am.  I  do  not  think  he  went  out  of  the  legit- 
imate  bounds  of  political  discussion. 

Q.  But  did  he  not  make  a  violent  speech  t — A.  I  do  not  think  it  was 
a  violent  speech. 

Q.  If  the  things  said  by  Mr.  Meade  about  the  Bepublican  party  and 
the  Republican  candidates  had  been  said  about  yon  or  your  party,  ^onid 
yon  not  have  regarded  it  as  a  very  violent  thing  to  say  T—  A.  I  will  state 
this  to  you  now,  that  Mr.  Burnet  (and  that  was  after  he  had  been  shot 
for  his  political  opinions,  according  to  his  idea)  was  there,  and  he  made 
a  more  ultra  speech  than  Mr.  Meade  did,  if  it  could  have  been  done. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  question  I  put  to  you,  whether  Mr.  Burnet  made  a 
more  ultra  speech,  but  whether  Mr.  Meade  didt— A.  Mr.  Meade  made  a 
strong  and  positive  speech. 

Q.  Were  there  not  a  good  many  stories  in  itt — ^A.  There  were  some 
anecdotes  in  it. 

Q.  Anecdotes  hardly  fit  for  the  presence  of  ladiest— A.  There  were 
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SO  ladies  there,  and  it  was  their  crowd,  and  I  suppose  ho  thought  it 
suited  them. 

Q.  It  was  a  speech  with  a  good  many  stories  in  it  that  would  not 
have  been  fit  for  ladies  to  heart — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  some  that 
were  pretty  vulgar. 

Q.  Would  you  not  have  said,  if  that  speech  had  been  made  against 
you  and  your  party,  that  it  was  violent  and  offensive  T — ^A.  No,  sir; 
under  our  state  of  affairs  there  I  would  not,  because  I  have  heard  Mr. 
Burnet  and  others  on  the  opposition  make  just  as  violent  speeches,  or 
more  so,  than  were  made  that  day. 

Q.  But  would  not  such  a  speech  excite  the  anger  of  Mississippi  Dem- 
ocrats, if  made  about  them  or  their  party  T — A.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
would,  because  I  have  heard  other  speeches  in  our  court-house  there, 
by  Bepublicans  and  by  Independents  and  by  all  of  the  opposition,  that 
could  certainly  be  characterized  as  fully  as  violent,  if  not  more  so,  than 
anything  that  Mr.  Meade  said  that  day.  I  will  state  that  that  is  the 
only  political  speech  I  ever  heard  Mr.  Meade  make,  and  Mr.  Meade  was 
sick  on  that  occasion,  and  I  take  it  he  did  not  make  his  usual  speech. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Meade  say  at  that  meeting  that  J.  P.  Matthews  was 
only  true  to  one  thing,  and  that  was  his  damned  rascality? — A.  I  would 
not  undertake  to  say  that  he  said  that,  or  that  he  did  not  say  it. 

Q.  You  will  not  afSrm  that  he  used  such  language  as  that  ? — A.  I 
cannot  say  that  he  did  or  did  not. 

Q.  But  you  say  for  yourself  that  is  a  word  you  did  not  use  in  a  public 
speech  or  in  private  ? — A.  Ko,  sir ;  I  never  use  profane  language.  I 
never  got  into  that  habit 

Q.  Will  you  state  some  ultra  violent  sentence  uttered  by  Mr.  Burnet 
that  day  f — A.  Well,  I  say  it  was  as  violent  as  Mr.  Meade's  speech,  in 
my  judgment. 

Q.  Relate  some  of  it. — A.  I  say  that  Mr.  Burnet  stated  things  about 
the  Democratic  administration  that  were  as  unfounded  as  anything 
could  be. 

Q.  State  the  violent  language  that  he  use<f. — A.  He  denounced  the 
administration  in  very  violent  terms. 

Q.  I  want  the  language.-— A.  I  do  not  propose  to  use  Mr.  Burnetts 
language.  I  did  not  think  enough  of  it  to  impress  it  on  my  mind.  I 
never  copied  Mr.  Burnet  or  anybody  else.  I  make  my  own  speephes 
when  I  want  to  make  them. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon: 

Q.  How  many  Democratic  newspapers  are  published  in  Copiah 
County  f — A.  The  Signal  and  the  Crystal  Springs  Meteor  are  the  only 
papers  that  I  regard  as  Democratic  papers. 

Q.  Did  those  papers,  or  either  of  them,  refer  to  what  has  been  called  the 
outrages  committed  in  the  county  prior  to  the  election,  or  to  the  killing 
of  Mr.  Matthews;  and,  if  they  did,  what  did  they  say  f — ^A.  I  could  not 
tell  you  that.  In  the  first  place,  1  never  have  taken  the  Meteor,  and  I 
do  not  know  what  that  contained,  and  along  about  that  time  I  was  very 
much  engaged,  and  frequently  I  did  not  see  the  Signal.  I  rather  think 
there  were  some  things  said  about  it,  but  I  would  not  undertake  to  say 
what  they  were,  for  having  been  there  I  was  about  as  well  posted  as 
the  men  running  the  papers,  as  a  general  thing,  and  I  did  not  read  their 
papers  closely. 

Q.  You  stated,  in  your  opinion,  that  those  things  were  not  approved 
by  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  county.  What  I  wanted  to  get  at, 
was  whether  or  not  the  Democratic  papers  in  the  county  had  in  any  way 
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expressed  an  adverse  opinion  on  that  matter  T — A.  My  recollectioo  is 
that  the  papers  there  did  condemn  some  of  the  acts  of  violence.  I  will 
say  this:  In  oar  country,  as  a  general  mle,  when  an  act  of  violence  or 
any  other  lawlessness  occars,  it  seems  to  be  the  policy  of  the  newspapers 
not  to  denoance  it  or  express  any  decided  opinion,  for  the  reason  that 
it  makes  it  difficult  to  get  juries  to  try  those  cases,  and,  as  a  general 
thing,  papers  that  are  politic  and  do  not  care  to  arouse  the  public  mind, 
Just  allude  to  those  things  and  refrain  from  expressing  any  opinion.  I 
think  that  is  the  general  policy  of  the  newspajjers  up  there.  I  will  say, 
though,  that  I  have  seen  extracts  from  Democratic  papers  all  over  the 
State  condemning  us  in  very  round  terms  down  there,  some  very  strong 
articles— I  say  condemning  us,  I  mean  they  condemned  what  occurred 
there. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  anything  in  any  of  the  Democratic  newspapers  of 
the  State  except  the  Vicksburg  Post,  and  I  believe  you  do  not  consider 
that  a  Democratic  paper? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  that  is  termed.  Mr. 
Hull  is  a  newspaper  man  and  is  better  posted  than  I  am. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews  was  not  referred 
to  at  all  in  the  Signal  t — A.  I  could  not  answer  that  question ;  I  really 
do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not;  I  remember  seeing  it  referred  to  in 
the  Copiahian,  something  said  about  it,  but  no  opinion  expressed. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Burnett — ^A.  I  have  known  him  for  three  or 
four  years,  I  believe. 

The  Chaibman.  If  you  are  going  into  a  new  branch  of  the  case,  if 
you*  have  no  objection,  I  think  the  committee  had  better  adjourn  until 
to-morrow  morning,  as  it  is  getting  late. 

Mr.  Jonas.  I  have  no  objection. 

The  subcommittee  then  adjourned  until  Tuesday  morning,  February 
26,1884. 


New  Orleans,  La., 
Tuesday y  February  26, 1884. 
The  subcommittee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present,  Messrs. 
Hoar  (chairman),  Cameron,  Frye,  Saulsbury,  and  Jonas. 

Oeobge  S.  Dodds  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  A.  W.  Burnett — Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I 
have  known  Mr.  Burnet  since  he  came  to  our  county.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber exactly  how  long  it  has  been,  but  I  think  three  or  four  years. 

Q.  Is  he  a  practicing  lawyer  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  lawyer  when 
he  came  there  and  has  been  practicing  since. 

Q.  What  is  his  standing  at  the  bar ;  has  he  had  much  business  !— A 
Mr.  Burnet,  like  all  young  men,  did  not  have  an  extensive  practice,  and 
I  would  say  that  he  did  not  have  a  practice  equal  to  other  young  men 
who  were  practicing  there  at  that  bar. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  Mr.  Burnet's  character  for  integrity  or 
for  truth  and  veracity  in  the  community  t — ^A.  I  would  say  this  injus- 
tice to  Mr.  Burnet,  that  up  to  a  short  time  before  he  left  our  county  I 
had  never  heard  his  character  for  integrity  discussed.  Since  then  I 
have  heard  it  discussed  and  I  had  also  heard  of  this  twmsaction  that 
occurred  at  the  Raymond  court  in  Hinds  County. 

Q.  Did  you  read  a  published  interview  between  Mr.  Burnet  and  ft 
reporter  of  the  National  Eepublican  at  Washington  t — A.  I  rcjad  ao  in- 
terview that  purported  to  be  with  some  reporter  therewjOOglC 
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Q.  If  Mr.  BuFDet  is  correctly  reported  in  tbat  interview,  what,  from 
your  knowledge  of  the  facts  concerning  which  his  statements  are  made, 
would  be  your  opinion  of  Mr.  Burnet's  character  for  truth  and  ve- 
racity t — A.  I  would  state  that  if  Mr.  Burnet  made  some  of  the  state- 
ments contained  in  the  interview  that  I  saw  purporting  to  have  been 
had  with  him,  I  could  not  believe  him  on  oath,  nor  would  I  believe  any 
other  man  who  would  make  such  statements  that  are  so  utterly  based 
on  falsehood. 

Q.  And  this  statement  you  make  from  your  personal  knowledge  of 
the  falsity  of  the  statements  contained  in  that  interview ! — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  do. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  are  the  statements  that  you  refer  to  t — A.  I  would  be  j»lad  if 
you  will  furnish  me  the  interview  and  I  will  point  them  out  I  have 
not  read  it  since  it  first  came  out,  and  if  you  will  read  it  or  allow  me  to 
read  it,  I  will  point  out  what  in  my  judgment  is  absolutely  false. 

Q.  Have  you  in  your  memory  any  one  of  th'em  now  without  pointing 
it  out  T — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have.  One  that  I  remember  very  distinctly  was 
that  after  Mr.  Burnet  had  been  interviewed  after  the  killing  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews the  reporter  put  this  question  to  him,  he  asked  why  it  was  he  was 
shot.  His  answer  in  that  interview,  to  the  best  of  my  rec611ection  (it 
has  been  some  time  since  I  saw  it  and  I  only  read  it  once),  was  to  this 
eflect :  that  he  was  the  only  Eepublican  lawyer  in  that  county  and  was 
doing  most  of  the  practice,  and  that  he  had  been  shot ;  and  my  recol- 
lection of  the  language  is  that  it  was  such  that  conveyed  the  idea  that 
the  balance  of  the  bar  there  had  him  shot  to  get  rid  of  him  and  put 
him  beyond  competition  with  them  in  that  practice  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Frye.  Let  me  say  right  there  that  if  Mr.  Burnet  ever  said  any- 
thing  of  that  kind  to  the  interviewer,  which  I  doubt  very  much,  it  is  ex- 
actly the  opposite  of  the  story  he  told  me  the  first  time  I  ever  had  an 
interview  with  him. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  going  to  call  your  attention  to  the  interview 
presently  and  I  think  you  will  not  find  any  such  thing  in  the  interview. 
If  it  should  turn  out  there  is  not  such  a  thing  in  the  interview  you  would 
modify  your  opinion  of  Mr.  Burnet  so  far  as  that  is  concerned  T — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  what  I  am  stating  is  based  on  the  interviews  purported  to  have 
been  had  with  Mr.  Burnet.  I  saw  two  of  them  and  I  have  talked  with 
Mr.  Burnet  since  he  has  been  here  and  he  told  me  the  one  I  had  refei^- 
ence  to  was  not  an  interview  with  him,  but  was  published  as  such. 

Q.  Now  I  want  to  know  if  there  is  any  other  fact  which  dwells  in  your 
memory  (I  am  not  asking  you  this  to  prevent  your  looking  at  the  inter- 
view presently'):  I  want  to  see  what  dwelt  in  your  mind  as  the  most  im- 
pressive t — A.  The  second  interview  which  I  saw  had  this  statement  in 
it :  that  the  Democrats  of  Copiah  County  had  burned  up  Mr.  Matthews's 
gin  and  cotton.    That  I  know  to  be  utterly  false. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  who  did  itt — A.  I  know  what  the  sons  of  Mr. 
Matthews  said,  one  of  them,  and  Leon  Matthews. 

Q.  But  do  you  know  who  did  itf — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  the  sons  told  you  what  men  did  it? — A.  Leon  Matthews 
came  to  my  ofilce  and  related  all  the  circumstances. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  the  name  of  the  person  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  Is  that  person  a  Democrat! — A.  No.  sir.  I  do  not  think  he  is. 
The  name  is  John  Fore;  he  is  a  nephew  of  Mrs.  Matthews  and  the  same 
man  whom  Gall  Matthews  undertook  to  bulldoze. 

Q.  Is  he  not  a  Democrat  t — A.  I  do  not  think  he  is.  He  does  not 
live  in  our  county. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  man  was  active  in  the  Democratf 
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movement  last  fall  T — A.  I  do  not.  I  will  say  that  there  is  another  maa 
in  onr  county  by  the  name  of  John  Fore  whom  I  know.  This  man  I 
have  never  heard  of  until  he  was  accused  of  this  gin-burning. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  statement  of  Mr.  Burnet's  in  this  interview 
which  you  remember  T — A.  In  one  of  the  interviews  I  saw  there  was  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Bials,  who  was  on  the  stand  here  the 
other  day,  was  a  leading  Bepublican,  and  had  been  assaulted  and  shot 
at  by  three  or  four  Democrats,  leaving  the  impression  that  that  was  a 
political  difficulty.    That  was  utterly  soundless. 

Q.  But  are  there  not  a  great  many  flying  rumors  about  your  county 
in  heated  times  t — ^A.  There  are,  but  I  never  heard  such  a  rumor  as  that 

Q.  I  know  you  never  did,  but  there  were  rumors  that  the  negroes 
were  rising,  were  there  nott — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  hear  «iy  rumor  that 
the  negroes  were  rising.  There  was  areport  that  the  negroes  were  coming 
in  there  from  a  certain  quarter. 

Q.  And  were  armed t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  rumor  was  there. 

Q.  There  would  be  nothing  for  the  negroes  to  rise  about  in  your 
county  now;  they  are  free  and  equal  citizens  with  other  people;  they 
could  not  have  an  insurrection  t — A.  They  have  as  much  right  to  cany 
arms  as  white  men,  and  I  think  they  exercise  the  privilege  as  much  as 
our  people. 

Q.  Now^it  is  barely  possible  that  Mr.  Burnet  might  have  heard  and 
believed  some  rumor  of  this  kind  about  Mr.  Bials  even  if  it  was  not  true, 
is  it  not? — A.  It  is  pnossible,  but  I  hardly  think  it  probable. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  it  probable  t — ^A.  No,  sir:  I  do  not.  I  haidly 
think  we  have  a  man  down  there — ^it  makes  no  difference  who  he  is— 
whether  Independent,  Bepublican,  Oreenbacker,  or  what  not,  who  knew 
anything  of  that  difficulty  who  said  that  it  had  any  connection  whatever 
with  politics. 

Q.  Are  you  quite  sure  that  Mr.  Burnet  said  that  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  what  Mr.  Burnet  said.  I  say  he  is  put  in  one  of  those 
interviews  as  being  the  man  whom  it  came  fix>m. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  a  question  about  something  else  so  as  not  to  have 
you  interrupt  the  investigation  while  you  read  this  interview.  Yoa 
have  acted  as  counsel  during  this  investigation,  have  you  nott 

The  Witness.  In  this  caset 

The  Ghaibman.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  I  came  here  simply  to  take  Mr.  Conn's  place,  who  had 
to  leave  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

Q.  You  have  sat  at  the  table  by  the  side  of  Senator  Saulsbuiy  during 
many  days? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  not  constantly. 

Q.  And  have  given  him  your  advice  about  the  course  of  the  investi- 
gation, so  far  as  anything  occurred  to  yout — A.  I  have.  I  have  sug- 
gested things  through  Mr.  Sexton.  I  have  had  but  veiy  little  talk  with 
Senator  Saulsbury,  however. 

Q.  By  whom  are  the  gentlemen  who  appear  here  in  that  oonnection  em- 
ployed ;  by  anybody  t — A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  are  employed  by 
anybody  in  the  capacity  of  regular  counsel.  We  are  here  simply  to 
represent  our  county  against  the  slanders,  as  we  deem  them,  that  have 
gone  out  against  our  entire  people. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  to  make  any  criticism,  but  you  appear  as  volunteers, 
I  understand,  to  defend  the  community  of  wlych  you  are  members  t— A. 
No,  sir ;  not  as  volunteers. 

Q.  By  whose  request  T — A.  There  was  a  meeting  of  some  of  the  best 
citizens  there,  who  selected  Mr.  Sexton  and  Mr.  Conn,  and  then  selected 
others  of  us  as  alternates  in  case  they  could  not  be  here. 

Q.  Who  were  those  best  citizens;  most  everybody  seems  to  be  best 
citizens  there,  except  Republicans. — ^A.  No,  sir;  we  have  nme  Demo 
crats  there  who  are  not  above  reproach.  ^  9'^'^^^  ^y  vjOO^IL 
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Q.  Who  were  the  gentlemen ;  were  they  the  Democratio  ezecntiye 
committee t — A.  No.  sir;  they  were  not. 

Q.  Were  they  all  Democrats  t — A.  They  were  all  Democrats. 

Q.  But  who  were  the  gentlemen  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  give 
the  names  of  all  of  them. 

Q.  Give  the  names  of  as  many  as  you  can. — A.  There  were  some  gen- 
tlemen there  from  Crystal  Springs,  some  from  Beaoregard,  and  some 
from  other  parts  of  the  connty  came  in  there. 

Q.  The  names  were  what  I  asked  for. — A.  There  was  Jndge  Holt, 
from  Crystal  Springs,  who  was  in  that  meeting ;  I  was  at  that  meeting; 
Mr.  Sexton  was  at  that  meeting;  Mr.  Conn  was  at  that  meeting,  and  Mr. 
Thompson,  from  Beanregard,  was  at  that  meeting. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  nameT — A.  His  name  is  JT  H.  Thompson.  And 
Mr.  Millsaps  was  at  that  meeting. 

Q.  Judge  Millsaps  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  it  was  Mr.  Elijah  Millsaps. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  Millsaps  said  to  have  been  ont  with  this  crowd  T — 
A.  There  is  quite  a  family  of  Millsaps  there,  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  was  or  not.    Those  are  about  all  I  will  undertake  to  state  now. 

Q.  Were  there  any  gentlemen  from  Hazlehurstt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  there 
were. 

Q.  Who  were  theyT — ^A.  Captain  Birdsong  was  there,  and  I  believe 
Judge  Mayes  was  there ;  yes,  he  was  there. 

Q.  Have  you  never  heard  Mr.  Bials  say  he  was  a  Republican  T — 
A.  I  will  state  to  you  this,  that  Mr.  Bials  has  laughingly  said  to  me 
that  he  was  a  Bepublican,  but  you  heard  what  he  said  here  the  other 
day,  that  he  was  not  a  Bepublican.  Mr.  Bials  is  a  sort  of  an  indefinite 
eharacter  in  every  respect 

Q.  I  want  to  know  this  one  thing,  whether  you  ever  heard  he  was  a 
Bepublicanf  — A.  I  have  heard  him  say  that  laughingly.  Mr.  Bials  is 
this  sort  of  a  man ;  if  he  was  talking  to  you  as  a  Bepublican  he  would 
make  you  believe  he  was  a  Bepublican,  and  when  he  got  to  me  he 
would  make  me  believe  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  sort  of  negative 
character. 

By  Mr.  Satjlsbttby  : 

Q.  The  meeting  to  which  you  refer  was  composed,  you  say,  of  re- 
spectable citizens  of  Copiah  County  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was. 

Q.  Did  they  or  not  meet  because  they  felt  that  great  injustice  and 
wrong  had  been  done  in  the  representations  that  had  been  made  of  the 
people  of  that  county  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  it.  I  will  state  frirther 
that  our  Senators  in  Congress,  together  with  our  Bepresentative,  ad- 
dressed a  joint  letter  to  a  number  of  us  calling  on  us  to  prepare  to  repre- 
sent onr  people  here  and  to  see  that  this  matter  was  not  saddled  on  our 
eounty  as  a  county.  That  was  the  object  of  that  meeting.  That  was 
all  that  was  discussed  there,  the  method  of  doing  that.  The  result  was 
that  Mr.  Conn  and  Mr.  Sexton  were  appointed.  Afterwards  it  was  as- 
certained that  perhaps  Mr.  Sexton  and  Mr.  Conn  would  not  be  able  to 
stay  here  all  the  time,  and  I  was  requested  to  come  here  in  the  event 
that  Mr.  Conn  had  to  leave,  and  take  his  place.  I  am  not  here  as  a  vol- 
unteer nor  as  a  strict  partisan.  I  am  here  to  see  that  our  i>eople  are 
not  slandered  unjustly. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb: 
Q.  Yon  are  not  a  partisan,  are  you  T — A.  I  am  a  partisan,  but  I  say  I 
am  not  here  strictly  in  that  capacity,  as  I  fear  some  others  are. 

By  Mr.  Satjlsbuby  : 
Q.  Yon  are  here  by  request  as  a  representative  of  the  goo<]|/ people^of 
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your  comity  to  repel  niyast  iDsinnatioiis  against  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that 
is  it  exactly. 

(The  cbairmdD  banded  the  article  from  the  Washington  National  Re- 
publican, previously  referred  to,  to  the  witness,  who  examined  it.) 

The  Witness.  Do  yoa  want  me  to  state  my  objections  to  this  as  I  go 
along  t 

Mr.  Frye.  There  is  one  thing  which  might  just  as  well  be  stated.  In 
the  National  Bepublican  there  appeared  what  purported  to  be  two  in- 
teniews.  That  paper  which  the  witness  has  is  one  of  the  interviews. 
That  is  the  interview  which  Mr.  Burnet  had  with  the  Bepublican  re- 
porter. The  other  is  not  an  interview  which  Mr.  Burnet  had  with  a 
Kepublican  reporter. 

The  Witness.  Yes,  that  is  it.  I  have  stated  that  what  I  have  said 
was  based  on  those  two  reports  that  purp<»rt  to  be  interviews  with  him. 

Mr.  Frye.  These  newspaper  reporters  sometimes  have  iDterviews 
with  us  that  do  not  exactly  exist. 

The  Witness.  I  have  noticed  that  myself.  Well,  the  first  of  this  here, 
while  Mr.  Burnet  may  have  believed  it,  yet  I  do  not  think  it  was  troe 
in  fact. 

Mr.  Jonas.  What  statement  is  that  you  refer  tot 

The  Witness  (reading).  "It  is  the  first  time  I  ever  ran  away 
from  any  man  or  set  of  men,  but  I  had  to  go ;  they  have  driven  me 
out.  I  would  not  go  back  to  Copiah  County  if  they  would  give  it  to 
me."  I  simply  want  to  say  this,  that  Mr.  Burnet  came  back  to  our  town 
just  before  Mr.  Matthews  was  buried,  and  was  there  and  spent  a  whole 
day  and  was  unmolested.  He  came  back  there  a  week  or  two  after- 
wards and  was  all  over  the  town;  we  went  to  the  courthouse;  I  was 
with  him,  and  he  and  Mr.  Miller  had  a  conversation  about  appealing  a 
case,  and  Mr.  Miller  insisted  upon  his  rights  in  the  matter,  as  a  lawy^, 
and  Mr.  Burnet  insisted,  under  the  cireumstances,  that  Mr.  Miller  should 
allow  him  to  appeal,  notwithstanding  the  bill  of  exceptions  had  not  been 
made  up.  Under  the  circumstances,  Mr.  Burnet  did  think,  I  suppose, 
it  was  dangerous  for  him  to  be  there  and  I  said  to  Mr.  Miller.  ^^  Under  the 
circumstances,  I  ask  you  as  a  lawyer,  not  to  take  any  advantage  or  even 
stand  upon  your  legal  rights  in  this  matter,  but  allow  Mr.  Burnet  to 
appeal  his  case  to  the  Supreme  Court."  He  was  there  and  passed 
around  the  streets  and  no  one  molested  him. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  Had  he  not  received  a  letter  threatening  his  life  if  he  came  back 
to  Jackson  t — A.  Yes  j  but  that  was  some  time  ago,  and  that  is  why  I 
say  that  I  do  not  think  he  believed  it  would  be  executed  if  he  came 
back. 

Q.  Did  you  not  tell  him  when  you  saw  him  in  Hazlehurst  that  yon 
were  sorry  to  see  him  there  and  advised  him  not  to  come  back  ? — ^A.  I 
did,  for  this  reason :  When  I  saw  Burnet  in  Jackson  he  seemed  anxioos 
to  go  to  Hazlehurst  I  said  ^^  There  is  a  great  deal  of  excitement  there, 
but  if  you  will  go  down  with  me^^  I  will  see  that  you  get  to  Mr.  Ms^ 
thews's  house  undisturbed.  I  will  obligate  myself  now  to  defend  yon 
against  any  assault  that  may  be  made  against  you.'^  He  then  said 
he  would  go,  and  then  he  and  his  brother  had  a  talk,  and  he  declined 
to  go.  I  went  home  on  the  midnight  train,  supposing  that  Burnet  would 
not  go,  but,  to  my  astonishment,  Uie  next  morning  I  saw  Burnet  sitting 
on  Mr.  Matthews's  gallery,  he  having  come  down  on  a  train  five  hours 
later  than  the  one  I  went  on,  and  on  which  he  refused  to  accompany  me. 

Q.  That  train  arrived  there  in  the  night  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  both 
got  there  in  the  night,  that  is,  before  day ;  and  I  think  it  was  that  day 
while  Mr.  Burnet  was  down  there  that  Captain  Wright  came  to  me  with 
an  anonymous  letter,  which  he  stated  had  been  taken  out  of  the  post- 
office  for  Burnet,  and  which  read  about  this  way:  <'A«  W.  Burnet 
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We  supposed  your  dark  visage  would  not  be  seen  here  again,  as  you 
have  got  no  business  here,  and  we  would  advise  you  not  to  come  aliout 
here  any  more.  You  might  follow  the  fate  of  your  friend,  Matthews.'^ 
No  name  was  signed  to  it.  Captain  Wright  brought  that  to  me,  and  I 
said  to  him,  *^  I  believe  fnlly  that  is  some  irresponsible  boy  wanting  to  take 
advantage  of  the  state  of  aft'airs  here  to  frighten  Burnet ;  you  know  that 
no  man  with  any  courage  would  write  an  anonymous  letter,"  and  I  said 
I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in  it. 

Q.  Before  you  pass  from  that  I  will  ask  if  that  letter  was  not  in  the 
«ame  handwriting  with  a  letter  signed  ^^150,"  which  had  threatened  J. 
P.  Matthews  with  assassination  belore  the  election  t — A.  I  do  not  know; 
I  never  saw  that  letter. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  that  letter  and  see  if  it  is  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
tetter  to  Burnet,  so  far  as  you  recollect  5  that  is,  the  "  150  '^  letter  [hand- 
ing a  paper  to  the  witness]. — A.  I  could  not  undertake  to  state  unless 
I  could  compare  them. 

Q.  Should  you  think  it  was  awriting  resembling  thatt — A.  I  would  not 
undertake  to  say  that.  My  observation  is  that  it  takes  experts  to  dis- 
tinguish those  things. 

Q.  Mr.  Burnet  says  it  is  the  same  handwriting. — A.  I  will  not  under- 
take to  dispute  him,  because  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  handwriting 
of  the  document. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  now  that,  in  the  face  of  Mr.  Burnet's  state- 
ment that  the  letter  he  received  was  in  the  same  handwriting  with  the 
letter  that  threatened  to  assassinate  Mr.  Matthews  before  the  election, 
he  was  not  well  warranted  in  fearing  for  his  life! — A.  He  might  have 
been,  if  those  facts  existed. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  whether  he  was  well  warranted  in  his  fear  or 
not,  that  his  averring  that  belief  is  a  reason  why  you  should  distrust 
his  veracity ;  that  particular  thing  T — ^A.  I  state  this,  I  do  not  want 
to  do  Mr.  Burnet  any  injustice ;  I  say  if  he  believed  what  he  has  stated 
as  to  the  ground  of  his  fears,  then  I  would  not  be  surprised  that  he  was 
a  little  frightened.  But  I  cannot  see  how  Mr.  Burnet  believed  that,  for 
the  reason  that  he  came  back  there  afterwards  and  staid  there  some 
time  talking  with  a  number  of  us. 

Q.  Did  he  not  take  great  precautions  t  Was  he  about  nights  T — ^A. 
I  do  not  know ;  I  did  not  stay  about  him  at  night. 

Q.  Did  you  not  consider  it  rather  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  an 
American  citizen  should  require  a  safeguard  or  assurance  from  you  that 
you  would  protect  himt — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  all  remarkable  when  I 
would  find  any  one  who  seemed  to  be  in  such  a  state  of  fear  as  Burnet 
was. 

Q.  He  did  seem  to  be  in  a  state  of  fear,  did  he  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did. 
If  I  had  found  the  humblest  negro  in  our  county  up  there  in  that  con- 
dition I  would  have  extended  to  him  some  encouragement  and  tried  to 
have  relieved  him  from  his  troubles. 

Q.  Which  do  you  think  was,  on  the  whole,  the  greatest  safeguard  for 
a  man  in  Mr.  Burnet's  condition,  the  assurance  of  yourself,  as  a  leading 
and  resi>ectable  Democrat,  that  you  would  protect  him,  or  the  protection 
I  of  the  law  t — ^A.  I  did  not  think,  and  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Burnet  thought 
so  afterwards,  that  there  was  any  danger  to  him  on  earth  down  there, 
unless  it  had  come  from  some  irresponsible  person  who  would  write  an 
anonymous  letter.  Now  as  to  the  point  of  my  stating  to  him  that  I 
was  sorry  I  advised  him  to  come  down  there;  when  Mr.  Wright 
brought  this  letter  to  me  I  said  to  him  I  did  advise  Burnet  to  come 
down  here  last  night,  but  I  am  glad  that  he  did  not  come,  for  the 
reason  that  I  had  pigged  him  that  no  one  would  disturb  l^nuandi  I 
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would  have  been  powerless  to  protect  him  against  a  man  who  wanted 
to  wreak  his  personal  vengeance  against  him ;  and  a  man  who  woald 
write  an  anonjmous  letter  would  stand  behind  a  corner  if  he  wanted 
to  do  bodily  harm,  and  I  could  not*  protect  him  against  such  a  character 
as  that,  and  if  any  harm  had  luipi>en6d  to  him  he  would  have  blamed 
me  for  leading  him  into  it,  and  for  that  reason  I  was  sorry  I  had  advised 
him  to  come, 

Q.  You  were  unable  to  restrain  the  persons  who  met  at  that  meeting 
the  day  after  Mr.  Matthews's  assassination,  were  you  notf — A.  I  was 
powerless  to  direct  their  course.  That  meeting  was  composed  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men. 

Q.  They  had  some  of  them  sent  an  anonymous  letter  to  Print  Mat- 
thews T — A.  I  heard  so. 

Q.  So  that  it  is  barely  possible  that  a  man  may  be  coward  enough 
to  write  an  anonymous  letter  and  brave  enough  to  kiU  a  man. — ^A.  No, 
sir;  no  man  who  would  be  coward  enough  to  write  a  letter  of  that  kind 
would  ever  kill  him  openly  on  equal  ^und ;  he  might  assassinate  him. 

Q.  I  mean  assassinate  him.  Now  if  you  will  pnx^ed  with  your  state- 
ment— A.  I  want  to  state  about  what  course  was  pursued  with  ref(W- 
ence  to  that  anonymous  letter. 

Q.  Which  anonymous  letter! — A.  The  one  that  came  to  Burnet  and 
was  handed  to  me.  The  circuit  court  was  then  in  session.  I  took  that 
letter  up  and  requested  Judge  Wharton  to  make  some  comments  on  it 
I  told  him  that  such  letters  or  communications,  although  of  course  they 
found  origin  in  my  judgment,  with  a  certain  class  there  who  were  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  excitement,  yet  I  thought  it  ought  to  be  rebuked; 
and  he  did  so  from  the  bench ;  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  nobody 
but  a  coward  would  communicate  in  that  manner. 

Q.  Then  at  that  time  he  and  you  did  not  think  it  was  the  work  d 
some  idle  boy  T — A.  That  is  just  what  I  have  been  trying  to  state,  that 
it  was  some  irresponsible  person. 

Q.  That  is  a  difierent  thing. — A.  I  generally  consider  boys  who  are 
hot  headed,  and  some  men  who  are  considered  ripe  in  years,  very  irre- 
sponsible. 

Q.  That  handwriting  that  was  shown  you,  if  it  is  the  same,  does  not 
seem  to  be  the  handwriting  of  a  boy. — A.  I  have  seen  boys  who  wrote 
a  much  better  hand  than  that. 

Q.  Is  that  a  boyish  hand ;  is  it  not  the  writing  of  a  man  t — A.  I  am 
not  an  expert  in  handwriting.  I  have  seen  all  kinds  of  writing  from 
boys,  and  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Now,  please  go  on  with  this  interview  in  theBepublican. — A.  (Be- 
ferriug  to  the  article.)  This  part  here  I  will  read  again  and  give  my 
views  on  it.  *«I  was  the  only  Republican  lawyer  there,  was  getting 
most  of  the  business,  and  was  the  chairman  of  the  Bepublican  execo- 
tive  committee."  None  of  that  was  true.  In  the  first  place,  he  was  not 
chairman  of  the  Bepublican  executive  committee. 

Q.  Who  wast — ^A.  A  negro  by  the  name  of  Dave  Bell,  I  think,  claimed 
to  be  the  chairman  of  it ;  that  is  my  recollection.  And  I  would  say  here 
that  until  I  heard  from  Mr.  Burnet,  in  Washington,  I  never  heard  of 
his  claiming  to  be  a  BepubUcan ;  he  always  di^laimed  it ;  he  always 
claimed  to  be  a  National  Oreenbacker. 

Q.  Was  he  not  chairman  of  the  Fusion  executive  committee  under 
which  that  ticket  ran  t — A.  Thexe  was  no  Fusion  executive  committee 
that  I  heard  of. 

Q.  Or  Independent  executive  committee  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  but  he  claims 
here  to  be  a  Bepublican.    He  always  disclaimed  at  home  being  a  Bepab- 
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]icaD«  I  have  argaed  political  matters  with  him,  and  he  always  stated 
be  was  do  more  of  a  Bepnblican  than  I  was ;  that  he  was  a  National 
Greenbacker. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 
Q.  Bat  he  was  opposed  to  the  Democrats t — A*  Oh,  yes,  sir;  he  was 
opposed  to  the  Democrats. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q.  He  called  himself  then,  yon  say,  a  Bepnblican,  when  he  was  an 
Independent  or  Fnsionist  t — ^A.  I  will  state  here  that,  on  the  contrary,  if 
he  was  a  Bepnblican  he  was  not  the  only  Bepnblican  lawyer  there. 
There  are  two  lawyers  in  that  connty  who  have  always  been  Bepnb- 
licans — Jndge  Millsaps,  at  Hazlehnrst,  and  Mr.  Willing,  of  Crystal 
Springs. 

Q.  Did  not  Jndge  Millsaps  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  this  last  time  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did  the  last  time. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Bnmet  was  the  chairman  of  the  ezecntive  cx>mmittee 
which  supported  the  ticket  under  which  the  Bepnblicans  generally  voted 
and  ran,  was  he  nott — ^A.  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  So  that  your  criticism  is  that  he  did  not  admit  that  Judge  Mill- 
saps, who  voted  the  solid  Democratic  ticket,  was  a  Bepnblican,  but  he 
claimed  that  he  who  did  vote  a  solid  Democratic  ticket  was  not  a  Be- 
pnblican. Is  there  anything  else? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  something 
else. 

Q.  Has  Judge  Millsaps  been  in  practice  there  for  years  T — A.  He  has 
been  as  much  in  practice  as  some  others  who  tried  to  practice  there. 

Q.  Has  he  had  a  case  in  the  circuit  court? — A.  He  has  some  trashy 
cases;  he  has  not  much  practice. 

Q.  He  is  pretty  much  out  of  it,  is  he  nott — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  he  stands 
there  announced  as  a  practicing  lawyer. 

Q.  Yon  may  proceed? — A.  I  will  state  to  you  that  this  interview  does 
not  contain  some  of  the  things  that  I  have  reference  to.  It  was  one  that 
came  out  later  than  this ;  that  is  my  recollection.  I  believe  I  have 
stated  all  the  objectionable  points  about  this. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  you  did  not  want  to  do  injustice  to  Mr.  Bur- 
net. I  will  ask  you  if  what  you  find  in  that  interview  had  been  all,  that 
is,  that  he  claimed  to  be  a  Bepnblican,  and  that  he  did  not  admit  that 
Judge  Millsaps  was  at  the  time,  since  the  last  election,  you  would  hardly 
think  that  was  reason  for  setting  down  as  destitute  of  truth  and  veracity 
a  man  who  up  to  that  time  had  an  unimpeached  character;  if  that  was 
all? — A.  I  would  say  this,  that  any  man  who  makes  a  statement  abso- 
lutely false  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  sensation  is  absolutely  un- 
worthy of  belief. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  what  his  purpose  was  ? — A.  I  have  a  very  strong 
opinion  what  it  was. 

Q.  Have  not  people  changed  their  party  sometimes  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
very  often. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  from  and  after  the  last  election  a  very  con- 
sido^ble  number  of  Independent  Democrats  and  Greenbackers  in  Mis- 
sissippi, and  in  the  South,  proposed  to  vote  the  ticket  and  call  themselves 
Bepnblicans  thereafter? — A.  No,sir;  I  will  state  this:  That  in  our  county 
while  there  were  some  accessions  to  the  Independent  party  those  I  re- 
garded as  the  more  substantial  ones  who  voted  at  previous  elections 
with  that  party,  had  abandoned  it  for  the  reason,  they  said,  when  they 
went  into  it  they  hoped  to  divide  the  Democratic  party,  but  they  had 
found  it  was  being  run  by  the  same  old  Bepnblican  leaders,  and  for  that 
reason  they  would  not  follow  it  any  longer,  but  would  abandon  it        ,  ^ 

Q-  Have  yon  not  heard  some  of  the  witnesses  testify  that  they  had 
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been  De  mocratB  formerly,  and  expected  to  vote  the  Independent  ticket!— 
A.  1  believe  I  beard  Mr.  Hall  say  that,  and  be  is  jnst  as  liable  to  change 
to- morrow  as  he  was  to  make  the  last  change. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  yon  abont  Mr.  HnlPs  change,  bat  abont  the  fact 
Mr.  Burnet  is  liable  to  change,  is  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir  ^  I  think  so,  if  he 
saw  anything  ahead. 

Q.  Then  if  Mr.  Burnet  had  said,  since  the  last  election,  that  he  was 
a  Republican,  he  might  have  become  one  for  what  you  know  t— A.  I 
reckon  so. 

S.  P.  Beaohum  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside! — Answer.  In  Copiah  County. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Copiah  County  T — A.  I  ladt  a  little 
of  being  there  sixty  years.    I  was  born  there. 

Q.  Were  you  on  the  grand  jury  there  at  the  last  session! — ^A.  I  waa. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  action,  if  any,  was  taken  by  the  grand 
jury  in  reference  to  the  alleged  killing  of  one  Wallis,  a  colored  man!— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  tried  to  get  at  it,  but  we  could  not  get  at  anybody  at 
all. 

Q.  Did  the  grand  jury  use  every  effort  they  could  to  find  out  about 
it  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  sammoned  everybody  that  we  thought  would  know 
anything  abont  it. 

Q.  Had  you  the  wife  of  Wallis  there! — A.  We  had ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  interrogate  her  as  to  who  killed  Wallis ;  if  so,  state  what 
she  said. — A.  I  do  not  recollect  exactly  what  she  said ;  she  said  that 
she  did  not  know  any  of  the  parties. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  rest  of  the  family  there! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  she  had 
some  sons  there. 

Q.  Did  they  say  they  knew  anything  about  it! — ^A.  No,  sir.  There 
was  one  in  the  house  at  the  time  it  happened,  but  he  ran  out  of  the  back 
door,  and  i:an  off  and  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  They  did  not  know,  theu,  who  the  parties  were  who  killed  himt— 
A.  No,  sir ;  they  said  not. 

Q.  Was  that  grand  jury  composed  exclusively  of  Democrats,  or  partly 
of  Democrats  and  partly  of  Bepublicans,  or  Independents  ! — A.  There 
were  5  Republicans,  3  Independents,  and  8  Democrats.  We  have  sixteen 
on  the  grand  jury  there. 

Q.  Was  there  any  motion  made  in  reference  to  the  Wallis  case  as  to 
whether  a  true  bill  should  be  found  or  not! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didany  of  those  jurors  vote  against  ignoring  the  bill! — ^A.  I  think 
every  one  did.  I  do  not  think  there  was  a  man  voted  for  it  under  the 
evidence  we  had. 

Q.  My  question  was,  if  any  one  of  them  voted  against  ignoring  the 
bill ! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  did. 

Q.  They  all  voted  to  find  no  true  bill  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  a  man  named  Handy  Fortner  before  the  grand  jury,  who  had 
been  whipped,  I  think  !— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  Handy  Fortner  say  about  the  whipping  of  him !— A 
We  tried  everything  to  get  him  to  tell  who  did  it,  if  he  knew,  hot  he 
said  he  did  not  know,  and  he  would  not  implicate  anybody  at  aJl.  We 
promised  him  protection  and  everything  else. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  why  he  thought  he  had  been  whipped  !— A  Tea, 
sir ;  he  stated  what  he  thought  was  the  cause  of  it.  The  cause,  he 
thought,  was  a  lawsuit  between  Frank  Thompson  and  him.  He  thought 
that  was  it ;  he  did  not  know. 
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Q.  That  was  the  reason  he  gavet — ^A.  That  was  the  reason  why  he 
supposed  that  Thompson  might  have  had  something  to  do  with  it. 
They  had  a  lawsuit  in  some  way  or  another. 

Q.  Did  yon  take  a  vote  on  finding  a  true  bill  against  anybody  in  that 
caset — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  the  grand  jury  vote  on  thatt — A.  No  one  voted  for  a  bill 
at  all.    There  was  no  evidence.   We  could  not  get  anything. 

Q.  Did  the  grand  jnry  do  their  best  to  investigate  these  alleged 
crimes  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  did.  We  were  opposed  to  such  doings,  and 
we  did  all  we  could. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 

Q.  Who  did  the  grand  jury  summon  before  it  to  investigate  the 
Wallis  case  t — A.  I  think  we  got  the  evidence,  ^11  we  could,  fh)m  the 
wife  of  the  man  Wallis,  and  then  had  them  subpoenaed. 

Q.  Who  did  they  subpcena  besides  the  widow  of  Wallis  t — ^A.  We 
had  her  children,  all  that  we  could  find  there. 

Q.  Anybody  else  t — A.  Yes.  sir ;  we  bad  the  jury  of  inquest.  There 
was  a  jury  of  inquest  held,  and  we  had  those. 

Q.  Who  were  they  t — A.  They  were  black  men,  most  of  them,  and 
some  white  men. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  names  of  any  of  themT — ^A.  I  can  give  the  name 
of  one.    I  recollect  Lewis  Jackson. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  grand  jury  came  to  the  conclnsion 
that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  ascertain  who  had  committed  that  of- 
fense t — A.  We  thought  this,  that  it  might  come  out  eventually  who  did 
do  it,  but  we  could  not  get  at  it 

Q.  Did  yon  consult  with  the  district  attorney  in  regard  to  the  case  T — 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  we  did.  We  had  the  district  attorney  there 
with  ns  pretty  much  all  the  time. 

Q.  Who  did  you  subpcena  in  the  Fortuer  case  t — A.  We  had  the  man 
himself  up  there,  and  we  sulipcenaed,  I  think,  his  soninlaw,  may  be.  I 
don't  recollect  his  name.  Everybody,  though,  that  he  told  us  probably 
knew  anything  about  it  we  subpoenaed. 

Q.  I  am  trying  to  get  at  who  you  did  subpcena. — A.  I  don't  recollect 
anybody  but  his  son-inlaw,  and  I  don't  recollect  his  name. 

Q.  Did  the  grand  jury  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  impossible 
to  ascertain  who  had  committed  that  offense! — A.  1  do  not  know.  We 
did  not  know  but  what  it  might  eventually  come  out,  but  we  could  not 
get  at  it. 

Q.  Did  they  come  to  the  conclusion  that  at  that  time  it  was  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  it  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  conclusion  we  came  to. 
We  could  not  get  at  it  although  we  did  our  best. 

Q.  Whom  did  yon  employ,  if  anyone,  to  work  up  the  case  to  find  out 
who  had  committed  itt — A.  I  do  not  think  we  employed  any  one. 

Q.  Did  you  employ  a  detective,  or  did  you  instruct  the  sheriff  to  in- 
vestigate it  t — A.  Mo,  sir;  1  do  not  think  we  did. 

Q.  You  did  not  instruct  the  sheriff  in  either  of  the  cases  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  said  you  promised  Fortner  protection. — A.  We  told  him  that 
if  he  would  tell  us  who  did  it  we  would  give  him  all  the  protection  we 
could. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  t — A.  Wo  meant  simply  that  we  wanted 
to  get  at  the  man  who  did  it. 

Q.  But  what  did  y^u  mean  by  affording  him  protection  t — A.  That 
we  would  try  and  see  that  he  would  not  be  abused  as  he  had  been. 
The  man  was  wbipi>ed,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that,  because  we  fe»aw 
that  he  had  been  whipped. 
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Q.  And  what  do  you  mean  by  saying  you  would  afford  him  protec- 
tion t  I  do  not  think  I  understood  you  t — A.  Giving  him  all  t^e  pro- 
tection we  could ;  that  we  would  not  tell  that  he  told  it,  or  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Q.  Had  you  not  taken  an  oath  not  to  disclose  itT — A.  Yes,  sir;  bat 
they  do  not  know  everything. 

Q.  Then  all  the  protection  you  promised  him  was  that  you  would  not 
tell  what  he  had  testified  to  before  the  grand  jury  t — A.  Kot  tell  any  of 
the  parties  thlit  he  testified  a^nst. 

Q.  That  is  all  the  protection  you  promised  him  t — ^A.  Iliat  was  all 
we  could  give  him.  There  was  nary  a  man  on  the  grand  jury,  I  do  not 
think,  but  was  perfectly  willing  to  find  a  bill  against  that  man  if  they 
could  have  got  at  him. 

Q.  Two  members  of  the  grand  jury  have  been  here,  including  your- 
self, and  both  of  you  have  testifi^  to  what  Fortner  did  say  before  the 
grand  Jury  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  the  other  witness  testified  to. 

Q.  That  is  the  kind  of  protection  that  you  chose  to  give  himt 

Mr.  Saxtlsbubt.  It  is  all  the  protection  that  they  could  give  him. 

Mr.  Oahebon.  It  is  all  that  they  did  give  him  any  way.  [To  the 
witness.]  Were  you  one  of  the  original  grand  jurors  summoned  for  that 
term  of  court  t— A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  on  the  jury  t — A.  A  man  was  discharged  and  I 
was  put  on  in  his  place. 

Q.  Who  was  discharged! — A.  J.  F.  Thompson,  I  think,  was  the 
man. 

Q.  What  beat  did  you  come  from  t — ^A.  From  beat  3. 

Q.  What  beat  did  Thompson  come  firom  t — A.  From  beat  2. 

Q.  How  did  a  man  from  beat  3  happen  to  be  put  on  in  place  of  a  man 
fh>m  beat  2t — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  it  is  just  as  they  catch  a 
man. 

Q.  Just  because  they  caught  them  there  t — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Was  H.  Penn  a  member  of  that  grand  jury  T — A.  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  wast — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  I  know  it  I  do  not 
know  his  initials.    I  know  there  was  a  man  namea  Penn  on  the  jury. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Democrat  or  a  Bepublican  t — A.  I  think  he  dauned  to 
be  a  Democrat. 

Q.  Was  a  man  named  T.  J.  Kent  on  the  jury  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
he  was. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Democrat  or  Bepublican  T — ^A.  He  was  a  Democrat 

Q.  Was  F.  D.  Burrage  on  the  grand  jury  t— A.  I  think  there  was  a 
man  by  that  name  on  it 

Q.  To  which  political  party  do  you  understand  that  he  belonged! — 
A.  I  think  he  voted  a  split  ticket  or  said  he  was  going  to  vote  it 

Q.  Now,  from  beat  2 ;  was  M.  Beasley  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  f — 
A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  which  political  party  does  he  belong  to  t — A.  I  do  not  know  madi 
about  Beasley.    I  think,  though,  he  is  a  Democrat 

Q.  You  are  a  Democrat,  are  yout — A.  Well,  I  used  to  vote  a  split 
ticket  in  the  Whig  and  Democratic  parties. 

Q.  What  did  you  call  yourself  last  fall  t— A.  I  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  last  fall. 

Q.  Was  there  a  man  from  district  number  2  named  Norman  on  the 
jury  t — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Which  political  party  did  be  belong  tot — A!  I  tJbdnk  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat; I  am  not  certain. 

Q.  And  a  man  named  Earns  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ALLEGED  ELECTIOK   OUTRAGES   IN   MISSISSIPPI.  513 

Q.  He  was  foreman  of  the  graud  jar>  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  foreman. 
Q.  He  18  a  Democrat  alsot — A.  1  think  so. 

Q.  From  beat  3,  was  there  a  man  named  Douglass  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Which  x>oIitical  imrty  did  he  belong  tot — A.  1  think  he  claimed 
to  be  an  Independent. 

Q.  Was  there  a  man  named  Holloway  from  the  same  beat! — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Which  political  party  did  he  claim  to  belong  to  t — ^A.  He  claimed 
to  be  a  Bepublican.    I  raised  him ;  I  know  all  a^ut  him. 

Q.  Was  there  a  man  from  that  district  named  Gain! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
know  him. 

Q.  Wu8  he  a  Bepablican  or  Democrat  ? — A.  A  Bepublican. 

Q.  In  district  'So.  4,  was  theit)  a  man  named  Taylorf — A.  I  am  not 
certain  about  that.  There  was  a  man  got  off  from  up  there  somewhere. 
I  do  not  recollect  whether  his  name  was  Taylor  or  not.  I  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  man. 

Q.  Was  there  a  man  named  Wells  on  the  jury  from  beat  4  ! — A.  Not 
that  I  know  of.    Was  he  a  colored  man  or  a  white  man  t 

Q.  He  was  a  colored  man. — ^A.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  all  of  them. 

Q.  Taylor  and  Wells  were  both  on  the  jury  from  beat  4.  and  they 
were  both  colored  men.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  J.  M.  Martin  t — 
A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  on  the  grand  jury  t — A.  1  think  he  was  taken  up  and  put 
on  after  some  one  got  oft*. 

Q.  Martin  is  a  Democrat,  is  he  nott — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  in  which  beat  Martin  resides  ! — A.  1  think  he  lives 
in  beat  1 ;  I  am  not  certain. 

Q.  It  seems  that  he  was  put  on  the  jury  as  from  beat  4t — A.  I  think 
be  lives  in  beat  1,  but  1  am  not  certain  of  it. 

Q.  Kow,  in  beat  5^  was  there  a  man  named  Stewart  on  the  jury  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  party  does  he  belong  tot — A.  He  was  a  sort  of  Independ- 
ent, or  claimed  to  be. 

Q.  Was  there  a  man  named  Brantley  on  the  jury  from  the  same 
beat  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  party  does  he  belong  tot — A.  I  think  to  the  Bepublican 
party. 

Q.  How  did  yon  ascertain  the  politics  of  the  jury  t — ^A.  1  knew  most 
of  the  colored  people.  Two  of  them  I  raised,  and  1  had  known  Brant- 
ley for  a  long  time. 

Q.  Then,  according  to  your  understanding  of  it,  half  of  the  jury  were 
Democn^ts  and  the  other  half  were  Bepublicans  and  Liberals  t — A.  That 
is  what  we  thought  about  it. 

Q.  How  many  grand  jurors  must  concur  in  order  to  find  a  true  bill  t — 
A  Not  less  than  sixteen,  I  think. 

Q.  There  were  only  sixteen  on  the  jury,  th6n  t — A.  Only  sixteen ;  yes, 
sir. 

Q.  So  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  entire  sixteen  to  concur  in 
order  to  find  a  bill  t— A.  That  is  true. 

Mr.  Fbye  (to  Mr.  Sexton).  I  want  to  ask  you  a  question  and  have  it 
put  on  the  record  as  a  matter  of  information.  What  proportion  of  that 
grand  jury  can  find  a  bill  t 

Mr.  8EX1  ON.  Twelve  to  find  a  bill ;  that  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Mr.  Fbyb.  There  being  eighteen  on  the  jury. 

Mr.  Sexton.  Yes }  I  think  that  is  a  statutory  provision.    There  is  this 
farther  fact.    A  grand  juror  is  not  protected  under  his  oath  of  secresy 
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from  testifyiDg  in  a  court  of  justice  where  the  ends  of  justice  demand  it^ 
and  the  further  protection  is  that  wherever  there  has  been  a  bill  foond 
by  the  grand  jury  that  even  until  the  party  is  arrested  neither  the  grand 
jurors,  or  the  sheriff,  court  or  judge,  can  make  any  note  of  it,  neither 
can  his  name  be  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  the  court  until  be  is  under 
arrest. 

Tlie  Chairman.  The  latter  part  is  in  order  that  the  criminal  shall  not 
escape. 

Mr.  Sexton.  Yes,  sir :  and  the  other  part  is  so  that  the  ends  of  job- 
tice  shall  not  be  defeated. 

Mr.  Feyb.  You  summon  how  many  grand  jurors  under  your  law  for 
a  term  t 

Mr.  Sexton.  Fifteen  or  twenty.  Fifteen  is  the  minimum  and  twenty 
the  maximum.  Anything  between  those  constitutes  a  grand  jury,  and 
that  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  court 

Mr.  Fbte.  And  whether  it  be  fifteen  or  twenty,  it  takes  twelve  to  find 
a  bill  t 

Mr.  Sexton.  That  is  my  understanding.  The  statute  will  raplain  all 
that. 

Mr.  Gamebon.  How  is  the  jury  distributed  among  the  different  dis- 
tricts of  the  county  t 

Mr.  Sexton.  There  is  nothing  peremptory  about  that  They  are  gen- 
erally chosen  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  an  equal  number  from  each 
beat,  but  that  is  not  necessary  at  ^1. 

*A.  O.  Moobe  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  T — Answer.  In  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t — A.  Since  1855. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  J.  T.  Dameront — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  witness  who  testified  in  this  caset-^A.  Yes,  air;  I  saw  his 
testimony  imblished. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation! — A.  I  have  charge  of  the  chancery 
clerk's  ofiSce.  There  are  two  districts  in  our  county,  and  I  have  charge 
of  the  office  in  that  district  and  have  had  for  ten  or  twelve  years. 

Q.  You  know  Mi*.  Dameront — A.  Yes,  sir;  1  have  known  him  about 
twenty  or  twenty-five  years. 

Q.  He  lives  in  Jackson  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  does  now. 

Q.  What  is  his  general  reputation  in  that  community  t — A.  I  dislike 
very  much  to  have  to  testify  in  this  public  manner  about  a  man  living 
in  my  town,  and  who  lately  married  a  relative  of  the  family  there,  and 
have  it  published  and  go  up  there  and  be  read  by  them  all.  I  dislike  to 
givo  what  I  know  about  him  or  to  give  publio  opinion  about  him  vety 
much. 

Q.  But  still  we  would  like  to  have  it. — A.  I  am  drawn  into  associa- 
tion with  those  people  constantly.  WeU,  it  is  not  very  good  with  the 
better  class  of  people. 

Q.  Is  his  general  reputation  bad  in  that  county  t — A.  I  oouM  not  say 
for  the  county. 

Q.  Well,  at  Jackson,  in  the  town  where  he  lives  ! — A.  With  the  bettCT 
class  of  people  I  do  noyt  think  it  is  good. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  ever  been  accused  or  sospeeted  of 
connection  with  crime  or  criminals  t  State  whether  general  rumor  has 
connected  him  with  any  organization  of  criminals  in  the  town  of  Jackwxi 
or  county  of  Hinds  since  your  knowledge  of  him. — A.  I  hardly  know; 
[  think  so.    Some  time  ago,  a  good  many  years  ago,  directly  after  the 
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war,  I  have  known  him  to  be  mixed  ap  with  some  donbtftil  transactions 
financially }  whether  there  was  crimini^ty  about  it  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  ever  been  accused  of  being  connected 
with  a  gang  of  horse- thieves  f  That  is  the  point  I  want  to  know  about. 
—A.  I  can  only  give  you  one  little  incident  to  show  what  I  mean  by 
that. 

The  qncBtion  was  objected  to  by  the  chairman^  and  the  objection  was 
fioatained  by  the  mtyority  of  the  subcommittee. 

L.  F.  Chiles  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Satjlsbtjby: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f— Answer.  I  reside  in  Jackson^  Miss. 

Q.  Do  yon  hold  any  public  position  there  f — ^A.  I  have  been  in  the 
sheriff's  office,  except  from  the  12th  of  October,  1881,  until  the  1st  of 
January,  1883,  for  eight  years. 

Q.  As  deputy  shenff  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  part  of  the  time  in  charge  of  the 
first  district  of  Hinds  County. 

Q.  Wc  called  you,  or  you  were  summoned,  to  prove  a  matter  which 
by  the  ruling  of  the  comihittee  we  are  not  going  to  inquire  of  you  about. 
But  there  is  another  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention.  Are 
you  acquainted  with  Mr.  A.  W.  Burnett — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  t — A.  I  have  known  him  personally 
six  or  eight  years  and  by  reputation  eight  or  ten  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  lawsuit  with  which  he  was 
connected  in  Hinds  County,  in  which  there  was  some  scandal  in  refer- 
ence to  his  signing  the  name  to  a  note  or  order  or  something  for  goods, 
signing  the  name  of  his  brother  f — A.  I  was  present  at  the  trial  at 
Baymond  that  Judge  Calhoun  spoke  of  yesterday,  in  the  case  where  a 
Vicksburg  firm  sued  the  Bnrnets;  I  do  not  know  which  one  of  the  Bur- 
nets.  All  I  know  about  the  transaction  is  that  at  that  trial  it  was  gen- 
erally understood  that  Amos  Burnet  had  convicted  himself  and  his 
brother  of  forgery  and  got  the  goods  under  false  pretenses. 

Q.  Was  there  much  scandal  in  connection  with  Burnet  in  reference 
to  that  transaction  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  deal  of  it.  Mr.  Baldwin,  ouq 
of  the  bar  at  Baymond,  proposed  to  Mr.  Wells  (Baldwin  is  a  Bepublican 
and  one  of  our  best  citizens)  to  disbar  him,  and  Mr.  Wells  was  called 
to  t^e  bench  by  Judge  Calhoun  and  Judge  Calhoun  told  him  he  did 
not  think  it  ought  to  be  done;  that  Mr.  Burnet  was  a  young  man ;  but 
he  told  Mr.  Wells  to  reprimand  him  very  severely  in  his  speech  to  the 
jury,  which  was  done.  I  recollect  the  case  went  against  Burnet,  and  I 
recollect  that  the  general  impression  with  everybody  was  that  Burnet 
had  perjured  himself  or  connected  himself  with  the  forging  of  that 
order. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Burnet  in  that 
community  at  that  time  for  truth  and  veracity! — A.  From  that  case 
and  from  his  general  reputation  in  that  neighborhood,  I  think  I  am. 

Q.  Was  it  good  or  bad? — A.  From  what  I  have  heard  of  him  from 
others,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  and  known  of  him  myself^  his  testi- 
mony I  would  not  suppose  would  create  the  slightest  probability  of  a 
doubt  on  my  mind. 

Q.  Would  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  his  reputation  for  truth  and 
veracity  in  that  community  where  he  then  resided,  and  from  what  you 
Imow  of  him,  believe  him  on  his  oath? — A.  No,  sir;  I  would  not.  I 
would  like  to  s  tate  that  I  collected  Mr.  Burnet's  taxes  while  he  was  a 
resident  of  that  county,  and  1  know  that  he  had  nothing  but  a  pistol 
and  poll— that  is,  a  poll-tax.    That  was  all  the  tax. 
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By  Mr.  Oabcbson  : 

Q.  Against  whom  was  that  suit  brought  t — A.  As  I  said  before,  I  do 
DOt  know.  It  was  against  one  of  the  Bamets ;  one  of  the  brothen  of 
this  man  or  himself.    I  do  not  remember  the  particalars  of  that  suit 

Q.  How  many  Bamets  are  there  there  T — A.  I  coald  not  tell  yoa;  I 
think  there  are  three  or  foar. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  know  against  which  one  the  suit  was  broaghtf^ 
A.  It  was  one  of  the  brothers  of  this  man,  I  think,  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber which  one ;  I  only  remember  that  this 

Q.  Just  answer  my  question,  and  do  not  enlarge  upon  it  until  I  get 
through.  Who  was  the  attorney  for  Burnet  in  the  case  t— A.  This  Mr. 
Burnet  was  the  only  attorney  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Who  was  the  attorney  of  record  in  the  oasef — ^A.  As  I  say,  I 
think  Mr.  Burnet  himself  was.    That  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  to  that  t — A.  I  swear  to  that  ftom  memory— my 
recollection  of  it. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  G.  S.  TSoTth  the  attorney  for  the  defendant  in  that 
caset — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  he  was  or  notf — ^A.  It  may  be  possible 
that  he  was. 

Q.  It  may  be  possible,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  ask  you. — A.  I  do 
not  remember  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Q.  Mr.  Burnet  was  acting  as  attorney  in  the  case  t — A.  I  was  not 
connected  with  that  particular  court  at  tibat  time. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  that  timet — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  fort — A.  As  a  witness  in  an  attachment  suit.  I  was  not 
there  in  an  ofiScial  capacity  at  all. 

Q.  Had  you  no  official  connection  with  the  court  at  that  timet—A. 
I  did,  but  not  at  that  district.  I  was  in  the  first  district,  and  tiiis  was 
in  the  second  district  of  Hinds  County. 

Q.  You  will  not  swear  that  the  suit  was  brought  against  this  Mr. 
Burnet,  will  you  t — A.  No,  sir ;  as  I  have  said  I  do  not  know  which  one 
it  was  brought  against. 

Q.  Was  it  brought  against  J.  B.  Burnet  t — A.  I  do  not  know  which 
one. 

Q.  Was  it  brought  against  J.  B.  Burnet  &  Brother  t — A.  I  will  say 
again,  I  do  not  know  which  one. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  trial  of  the  caset — ^A.  I  heard  the  most  of  it; 
I  heard  Mr.  Burnetts  testimony. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  he  was  a  witness  in  the  caset — A.  Yes,  sir;  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Q.  But  you  said  a  moment  ago  that  you  heard  his  testimony  in  the 
case  If  you  heard  his  testimony  he  must  have  been  a  witness  in  the 
case. — ^A.  My  recollection  is  that  he  was  a  witness  in  the  caw  as  well 
as  the  attorney ;  I  am  pretty  certain  that  he  was ;  tike  records  will 
show. 

Mr.  Oamebon  :  And  you  will  find,  if  you  examine  the  records,  that  he 
was  not  the  attorney  and  that  he  was  not  a  witness  in  the  case. 

The  Witness  :  I  would  like  to  see  the  records  if  yon  have  Hiem  here. 

Mr.  Gamebon.  I  have  not  got  the  records  here. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Q.  You  feel  a  great  deal  more  certain  about  his  reputation  than  you 
do  about  anything  else  you  have  testified  to,  do  yon  nott— A.  Oh,  no, 
sir. 
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Q.  Was  he  a  witness  t  You  testified  that  you  heard  hia  testimony  on 
the  stand. 

The  Chairman.  And  it  was  generally  understood  you  say,  that  he 
committed  peijury  in  the  case. 

The  Witness.  Yea ;  I  aay  that  yet.  That  was  the  general  belief 
amoDg  all  that  were  in  the  conrt-room  at  the  time. 

ByMr.  Camebon  : 

Q.  Did  you  consult  with  all  who  were  in  the  courtroom  at  the  time  t — 
A.  All  that  I  talked  to. 

Q.  Did  you  consult  with  all  of  them  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  all. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it,  then  f — A.  Because  it  was  the  general  rumor 
around  the  court-room. 

Q.  You  said  it  was  the  general  belief  among  all  who  were  in  the  court- 
room at  the  time. — A.  I  should  not  think  that  would  carry  the  idea 
that  I  conversed  with  everybody  in  the  court-room.  I  mean  with  every- 
body I  conversed  with. 

Q.  How  many  did  yon  converse  with  about  it  t — A.  I  suppose  fifteen 
or  twenty  men  at  that  time. 

Q.  Who  did  you  converse  with  t— A.  With  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Baldwin,  John  Shelton,  and  John  S.  Shelton,  his  son,  and  Mr.  Dave 
Therin.  The^  were  all  attorneys  there.  I  conversed  with  Mr.  Morri- 
^n,  who  I  believe  was  sheriff  at  the  time — I  think  he  was.  I  conversed 
with  Tom  Henry  and  all  the  attaches  of  the  court  there,  and  the  bar 
that  I  spoke  to,  and  some  of  the  jury.  I  do  not  remember  who  the  jury 
was.  I  heard  the  jury  say  why  they  did  not  find  for  Mr.  Bnniet;  that 
they  did  not  believe  his  testimony. 

Q.  Did  each  and  all  of  the  persons  with  whom  you  conversed  about 
the  suit,  say  that  in  their  opinion  Amos  Burnet  had  committed  perjury 
in  the  caset — A.  They  said 

Q.  I  ask  ypu  if  each  and  all  of  them  said  that  was  so  in  their  oj)in- 
ion. — A.  That  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Frye  : 

Q.  Suppose  it  turns  out  that  this  Mr.  Burnet  was  not  a  witness  in 
the  case  at  all,  then  there  is  not  a  word  of  the  evidence  you  have  given 
which  is  true,  is  there  t — A.  I  do  not  think  it  will  turn  out  in  that  way. 

Q.  Bat  suppose  it  does,  what  becomes  of  your  testimony  ? — A.  I  say 
1  think  this  Mr.  Burnet  was  on  the  stand ;  his  brother  was,  and  I  think 
thin  man.  The  testimony  went  to  show  that  this  man  committed  per- 
jury and  forgery  both ;  that  was  the  understanding  in  the  court-room, 
that  the  brother  had  convicted  this  man,  and  probably  this  man  haa 
convicted  himself,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  this  man  had  himself  testified 
and  I  have  said  so  all  the  time. 

Q.  How  could  iie  commit  perjury  unless  he  testified  f — ^A.  I  said  for- 
gery and  peijury. 

Q.  You  said  you  talked  with  the  men  yon  have  named,  in  that  court- 
room, and  that  you  talked  with  the  jurors  and  they  toM  you  that  this 
man  Burnet  on  the  witness-stand  committed  perjury.  How  did  you  have 
that  talk  if  Mr.  Burnet  was  not  a  witness  on  the  stand  and  you  say  now 
that  you  do  not  know  he  was  f — ^A.  1  say  I  believe  that  Mr.  Burnet  was 
a  witness  on  the  stand,  and  I  say  he  was  convicted  by  the  testimony 
iu  the  case  of  forgery. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  perjury  part  of  it.  You  have  recollected 
and  are  able  to  testify  about  his  chaiucter.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Burnet 
here  on  the  stand  at  all  T — A.  It  is  my  recollection  that  I  did. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  of  it! — A.  No,  sir;  lam  not. 
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Q.  Are  you  certain  that  one  of  tbene  men  told  yon  that  Mr.  Baroet 
wuH  on  the  htand  and  committed  perjury'  f — A.  You  misunderetaDd  me. 

Q.  Did  one  of  these  men  say  to  you  that  Mr.  Buniet  was  on  tiie  stand 
and  in  Lis  testimony  committed  perjury  f — ^A.  Iso^  sir. 

Q.  Wbat  did  yon  mean  by  swearing  a  moment  ago  that  they  did, 
every  one  of  them;  what  did  you  mean  by  thatt — ^A.  1  meant  there  was 
perjury  and  forgery  committed.  The  records  of  the  court  will  show  the 
whole  proceedings. 

By  Mr.  0a3IEBON  : 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  that  this  is  the  only  connection  that  Mr.  Amo8 
Burnet  had  with  this  case,  that  he  wrote  a  letter  to  a  Y icksburg  firm 
to  whom  the  debt  was  owing,  in  the  name  of  his  brother,  J.  K.  Boruet, 
admitting  that  J.  B.  Burnet  owed  the  debt  and  would  pay  itf— A.  I 
think  he  claimed  that,  and,  I  think,  he  so  stated  that  on  the  stand  as  a 
witness:  that  Mr.  Burnet  here  so  stated  that  on  the  stand  as  a  witness. 

Q.  Was  not  that  letter  put  in  evidence? — A.  It  was,  and  that  was  the 
very  thing  that  was  considered  as  a  forgery  of  the  name  of  the  other 
Burnet. 

Mr.  Oakebon.  Well,  we  understand  that,  now.    That  is  all. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  From  all  that  you  learned  of  the  character  of  this  gentleman  in 
connection  with  that  case  and  otherwise,  do  you  say  that  his  reputation 
for  truth  and  veracity  was  badt— A.  I  say  it  was  bad. 

Q.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  say  from  your  knowledge  of  his  reputation 
as  well  as  your  knowledge  of  the  man  that  yon  would  not  believe  him 
on  oath? — A.  I  would  not. 

A.  G.  Lewis  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? — Answer.  I  reside  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  late  J.  P.  Matthews*  of  Copiah  County!— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  frequently  in  Jackson? — A.  Tes,  sir;  I  saw  him 
occasionally  in  Jackson. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  seeing  him  there  in  September,  1883,  a  coaple 
of  months  before  the  election  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  in  September,  but  I 
won't  be  certain.  It  was  during  the  holding  of  the  couvention  that 
nominated  the  district  attorney  at  the  last  election  of  1883. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  in  reference  to  Copiah 
County  afiairs? — A.  The  conversation  1  had  with  hiui  1  will  have  to 
state  how  it  occurre^l.  There  wasi  some  difficulty  between  Colonel  Jooes 
and  Mr.  Oscar  Johnson,  and  I  think  it  was  arranged  that  those  gentle* 
men  were  to  have  a  fight,  and  some  i>erson  came  to  my  house  (1  held 
the  office  of  deputy  sheriff  of  that  county)  and  told  me  ic  was  ray  duty 
to  go  and  arrest  those  gentlemen  and  stop  the  fight  if  ]K)s8ible.  1  went 
around  to  the  Lawrence  House  and  found  Mr.  Burnet  and  Mr.  Matthews^ 
and  I  think  Mr.  Burnet  himself  told  me  where  I  could  find  Colonel 
Joues.  I  found  him  there  and  told  him  I  was  going  to  arrest  him.  I 
told  him  that  it  had  come  to  my  knowledge  that  there  was  about  to  be 
a  light  between  him  and  another  i>erson,  aud  1  wouhl  have  to  place  him 
under  peace  bonds  to  stop  the  luss.  1  did  ari-est  Colonel  Joues,  and 
Mr.  Matthews  came  u^)  and  asked  lue  about  my  authority,  aud  why  I 
arrested  him,  aod  1  told  Mr.  Matthews  why  I  arrested  him,  and  he  said 
all  right,  he  would  go  his  bond. 

I  drew  up  a  bond,  and  Mr.  Burnet  aud  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  signed  the 
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boud.  I  told  them  then  that  I  would  arrest  the  other  man  as  soon  as 
I  got  Hightof  him.  I  went  to  the  depot,  and  they  were  together  down 
the  railroad  somewhere,  to  fight  a  duel  that  was  arranged.  I  arrested 
Mr.  Johnson  on  sight  and  Mr.  Matthews  seemed  to  take  a  good  deal  of 
iDtereBt  in  it  and  came  over  afterwards  and  said,  *^  Lewis,  release  those 
fellows  and  let  them  fight  it  out."  I  told  him,  '^  No,  I  could  not  do  it ;'' 
and  be  said  <^  Well,  that  is  all  right :  I  will  go  on  Johnson's  bond,  and  I 
am  already  on  the  other  man's  bona  and  let  them  fight  it  out;"  and  he 
says,  *^  I  will  pay  the  bond  myself  of  both  of  them."  He  says,  '<  I  can 
make  it  in  thirty  days."  1  said/  **  How  !"  He  said,  **Out  of  county 
warrants :"  I  said  "  Business  must  be  pretty  good  down  your  way." 
**0h  yes,"  he  says,  "you  fellows  don't  know  how  to  manage  the  board 
of  sapervisors."  I  told  him  I  would  come  down  and  stay  with  him  if 
he  could  make  it  that  easy.    He  said  that  he  could  make  it. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  he  could  make  it  t — A.  He  said  he  could  make 
it  out  of  county  warrants. 

Q.  By  what  means  f — A.  He  did  not  say  except  to  make  it  out  of 
coaDty  warrants. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  he  had  any  control  over  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors 1— -A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  we  didn't  know  how  to  manage  the  board  of 
supervisors  like  he  did. 

Q.  Was  this  Colonel  Jones  on  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Oopiah 
Gouuty  at  that  time  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know;  1  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Ue  said  he  could  make  $2,000  a  month  out  of  county  warrants? — 
A.  fle  said  in  thirty  days  he  could. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  hiih  say  anything  about  the  coming  election  in  Co- 
piah County  and  the  canvass ;  did  he  expect  it  to  be  peaceable  or  other- 
wise t — ^A.  I  saw  Mr.  Matthews  twice  after  that  before  the  election. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  what  sort  of  an  election  they  expected 
to  have  t— A.  He  said  they  expected  to  have  pretty  hot  times  in  Copiah 
County.  Our  county  had  made  a  fusion  of  the  most  prominent  Demo- 
crats and  Bepublicans  of  the  county.  He  was  up  at  our  county  one  night 
to  a  speaking,  and  heard  some  of  the  speeches,  and  said  that  is  pretty 
good;  and  I  told  him  I  thought  he  would  have  a  more  quiet  time  than 
be  thought,  and  would  think  our  policy  was  best  in  our  county;  and  he 
said  be  expected  they  would  have  hell  down  in  his  county. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  before  election  f — ^A.  Two  or  three  weeks;  not 
very  long  before  election. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  was  the  policy  that  you  referred  to  in  your  county  f — A. 
The  policy  adopted  in  our  county  was  a  fusion  between  the  Bepublicans 
and  Demoerats,  and  the  Independents  and  another  branch  of  the  Ke- 
pablicans  got  up  another  ticket.  We  had  a  very  peaceable,  quiet  elec- 
tioo,  and  a  fair  one.    There  was  no  objection  to  it  from  any  source. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Democrat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  carried  the  election  in  your  county  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

y.  For  Democratic  county  ofiicers  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  elected  three 
straight-out  Bepublicans  to  the  legislature  and  one  Democrat. 

Q.  Did  you  have  Democratic  election  officers  ? — A.  We  had  Demo- 
crats and  Bepublicans  both  as  election  officers. 

Q.  This  conversation  you  say  happenedin  1883  with  PrintMatthewst — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  last  year. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  in  that  year  the  mi^iorify  of  the  board  of 
sopervisora  were  Democrats  in  Copiah  County! — A.  I  do  not  know 
anythiug  about  the  board  of  supervisors  of  that  county.  I  lived  in 
Hinds  County. 
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By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  You  say  that  the  ticket  that  was  elected  in  Hinds  Coonty  was  a 
fasion  ticket  of  Hepublicans  and  Democrats  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Some  of  the  officers  elected  on  it  were  Reptiblicans  T— A.  Yes,  sir : 
it  was  a  fusion ;  that  is  to  say,  the  Bepublicans  met  in  convention  ana 
nominated  their  portion  of  the  ticket  and  the  Democrats  met  in  conv^. 
tion  and  nominated  their  portion  of  the  ticket  The  Democrats  had  the 
offices  of  State  senator,  sheriff^  chancery  clerk«  circuit  derk,  afid  treas- 
urer. The  Bepublicans  had  three  members  of  the  legislature,  the  asses- 
sor of  taxes,  and  some  other  offices,  and  half  of  the  magistrates  and 
constables  in  the  county  were  accoraed  to  it. 

Q.  And  part  of  these  Bepublican  candidates  were  colored  t— A.  Every 
one  of  them  was  colored  but  the  coroner  and  ranger,  i^ho  was  a  white 
man .    The  three  Bepublicans  fill  seats  in  the  legislature  at  Jackson  now. 

Q.  The  election  was  peaceable  and  quiet,  no  complaints  were  made 
by  either  sidet — ^A.  No,  sir;  no  complaint  made  at  all;  the  Independ- 
ents, however,  did  have  a  ticket  in  the  field,  and  there  were  good  mea  on  it 

By  Mr.  Oambbon: 

Q.  Who  pointed  out  Mr.  Johnson  to  yon  T — A.  I  think  Amos  Burnet 
did ;  either  he  or  Mr.  Matthews ;  they  were  all  there  together. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Burnet  ask  you  to  arrest  the  parties  imd  stop  the 
thing,  or  something  to  that  effect  f — ^A.  Mr.  Burnet  did  ask  dm  to,  «id 
said  that  he  did  not  want  to  have  any  difficulty  between  those  gentle- 
men, and  that  it  was  best  to  stop  it  right  here,  and  that  it  was  my  daty 
as  an  officer  to  do  it. 

Orrin  H.  Spenob  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside! — ^Answer.  Ib  Ck>piah  County,  Mis- 
sissippi ;  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  it 

Q.  What  18  your  beat f— A.  Beat  4. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  place  in  beat  4f — ^A.  Green's  store;  netf 
where  I  live. 

Q.  That  is  the  beat  in  reference  to  which  Mr.  Stanley  gave  testimony 
last  night.  Were  you  there  at  the  election  t— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  there 
during  the  entire  day. 

Q.  What  sort  of  an  election  did  you  have  there  ? — A.  I  do  not  think 
I  ever  saw  a  fairer  election.  There  was  a  little  misunderstanding,  and 
I  was  one  of  the  parties  concerned,  at  the  commencement  of  election. 

Q.  What  was  that  misnnderstandingf— A.  When  I  came  there  they 
had  two  Indei>en(lent8  or  Bepublicans  represented  on  the  board  as 
judges  of  election,  and  1  objecte<l  to  it.  I  told  them  we  were  entitled 
to  two,  and,  being  a  Democrat,  and  as  a  voter,  I  objected  to  it;  and  I 
think  Mr.  Mims,  who  had  bi^en  appointed,  and  Mr.  Stanley,  who  was 
there,  were  county  commissionei-s.  I  did  not  see  why  Mr.  Mims  could 
not  go  on  and  serve  even  if  his  name  was  not  on  the  register,  and  let 
the  board  decide  afterwards  whether  it  was  a  legal  election  or  not: 
that  he  had  been  appointed,  and  I  insisted  on  his  serving,  wbicli  he  did 
afterwards,  and  took  his  seat  I  suppose.  I  did  not  go  into  the  boose 
for  some  time. 

Q.  Did  everybody  who  wanted  to  vote,  vote  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did. 
There  was  no  disturbance ;  no  one  was  intimidated. 

Q.  White  and  black,  Democrats  and  Independents f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  vote  polled  ? — A.  About  the  usual  vote  polled  there. 
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Q.  Abont  how  many  votes  are  polled  at  that  boxt — A.  There  were 
about  170, 1  think. 

Q.  About  how  were  they  divided  t — A.  They  were  abont  equally 
divided.    I  think  the  Democrats  beat  front  one  to  seven. 

Q.  That  is  about  the  usual  condition  of  things  t — A.  No^  sir;  our 
Udual  majority  there  is  about  40.  Within  the  last  four  or  five  years  it 
has  been  that 

Q.  Therefore,  the  Democratic  vote  was  lessf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  less  than 
usual.  In  our  county  offices  generally,  when  Mr.  Cook  was  running  for 
tdierifl;  he  used  to  get  over  three-fourths  of  the  votes,  and  so  with  Col- 
onel Hooker. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  any  reason  for  this  falling  off  of  the  Democratic 
votet — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  reason,  but  I  suspect  that  the  ballots 
were  tampered  with.  When  they  a<]youmed,  at  12  o'clock,  the  box  was 
carried  to  Mr.  Stanley's  house,  and  when  it  was  brought  back  (I  had 
gone  over  to  a  friend's  to  dinner)  some  of  them  remarked — 1  asked  the 
question  where  the  box  was,  and  they  said,  <^At  Mr.  Stanley's."  I  said, 
»*  Who  went  with  itt"  "  Mr.  Jenkins,"  they  said.  I  said,  " Did  not  Mr. 
Hunt  or  Mr.  Mims  go  with  itt"  They  said,  ^<  No."  I  said  it  was  strange 
that  no  representative  from  our  side  went  with  it  I  said,  <^  Don't  you 
know  there  is  danger  of  its  being  stuffed  1"  They  said, "  No,  they  didn't 
reckon  it  would  beJ"  I  said,  ^^  We  know  how  the  vote  ought  to  run 
here,  and  we  will  find  out  when  we  count  the  iMdIots."  I  knew  every 
black  and  white  man  who  voted  at  the  precinct,  for  I  have  been  living 
and  practicing  medicine  in  that  precinct  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  and 
1  knew  nearly  everybody  who  votes  there  at  our  polls,  and  I  knew  ttie 
blacks,  or  nearly  every  one,  and  particularly  the  white  men,  and  then 
we  knew  how  many  colored  men  we  voted. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  voters  there  and  from  seeing  them 
vote  on  the  day  of  the  election,  you  being  at  the  polls  all  day,  you  had 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Democratic  party  had  their  usual  vote  f — 
A.  1  thought  we  ought  to  have  our  usual  majority.  We  had  made  a 
calculation  before  of  the  crowd,  and  we  thought  we  ought  to  have  had 
105,  and  there  were  60  about 

Q.  How  many  negroes  usually  vote  at  your  precinct  t — ^A.  Generally 
from  about  50  to  75.  I  could  not  state  positively  how  many  do  vote 
there* 

Q.  Was  there  any  intimidation,  to  your  knowledge,  on  the  part  of 
Republican  negroes  towards  colored  Democrats  at  your  precinct? — A. 
There  was  previous  to  the  election,  by  threats.  Some  of  the  darkies 
came  to  me  and  said  they  were  afraid  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  for 
fear  that  the  Bepublicans — in  other  words,  that  they  were  afraid  to  vote 
the  ticket  for  the  reason  that  they  would  be  ostracised  by  their  race  and 
not  recognized,  particularly  in  the  churches. 

Q.  Turned  out  of  church  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  turned  out  of  church. 

Q.  What  are  the  general,  usual  relations  between  the  whites  and 
blacks  in  this  beat  of  yours  and,  so  far  as  you  know,  throughout  the 
county  f — A.  1  never  knew  of  a  disturbance  between  the  whites  and 
blacks  and  never  heard  of  any.  Just  above  where  Mr.  Burnet's 
father  lived  about  a  month  ago  tbere^was  a  white  man  killed  or  mur- 
dered by  a  gang  of  negroes  ti^ere.  He  had  no  weapons. 
Q.  But  that  was  since  the  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  question  of  politics  in  it? — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  per- 
sonal matter.  But  outside  of  that  I  know  of  no  difficulties  in  the  coun- 
try there  at  all.  1  think  the  whites  and  blacks  get  along  there  ju»t  as 
well  as  in  any  country'  in  the  South. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  many  colored  ]>eopIe  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  tbat 
beatf — A.  GeDeraUyfrom  fifteen  to  twenty-five. 

Q.  But  that  day,  I  mean  f — A.  I  think  there  were  abont  twenty. 

Q.  And  how  many  white  men  voted  the  Repablicau  ticket  f^A.  Hie 
Inde])endent  ticket  f  I  have  some  friends  who  voted  the  Independent 
ticket,  and  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Matthews,  there,  there  were  some  who  voted 
against  him  who  voted  for  the  balance  of  the  ticket,  bat  there  WM  some 
who  voted  for  Mr.  Matthews,  I  cannot  explain  how  they  did.  In  oonnting 
our  ticket  for  Hargrave  for  sheriff  we  found  a  larger  vote  than  for  the  M- 
nnce  of  the  ticket,  which  I  thought  seemed  to  indicate  they  were  pngo- 
diced  against  Mr.  Matthews,  and  voted  the  Independent  ticket  exeq)t 
that  they  split  their  ticket  and  voted  for  Hargrave.  I  do  not  think 
there  were  more  than  one  or  two  white  men  who  voted  straight  Inde- 
pendent tickets  there,  perhai^s  three. 

Q.  So  tbat  substantially  the  white  people  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  the  great  majority  did. 

Q.  Then,  if  the  negroes  divided,  and  the  white  men  all  voted  one  way 
in  your  particular  district,  all  the  drawing  of  the  color  line  was  on  the 
part  of  the  whites  f — ^A.  We  always  voted  a  Democratic  tieket  I  did 
not  know  the  Democratic  party  was  a  white  man's  party  partienlariy. 
I  thought  a  negro  could  be  a  DKdmocrat  as  well  as  a  Bepubucan. 

Q.  But  I  am  speaking  of  drawing  the  color  line.  The  white  men  ril 
voted  one  ticket,  and  did  not  divide  f — A.  I  think  Mr.  Stanley  has  voted 
the  ticket,  and  several  more  have  voted  it 

Q.  Did  they  have  any  firing  of  guns  into  the  houses  of  negroes  in 
your  precinct  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  firing  of  cannon  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  the  last  public  speech  there  f — A.  We  had  public 
speaking,  but  no  firing  of  cannon  or  demonstrations  tha:ie  at  all.  We 
all  discussed  questions  and  left. 

W.  C.  Wilkinson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  reside  t — Answer,  At  Crystal  Springs. 
Q.  What  is  your  business  and  occupation  t — A.  I  am  a  merchant 
Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  white  people  of  your  section ;  are 
they  a  conservative, law-abiding  people? 
The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  in  the  county  t 
Mr.  Saulsbury.  Yes ;  in  the  county  and  in  your  locality. 
•  A;  Yes,  sir;  it  is  as  good  as  can  be  had  anywhere.    Theeonntjis 
composed  generally  of  small  farmers ;  of  white  men  who  are  small  farm- 
ers, and  they  are  always  law-abiding,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  Ohris- 
tian  people. 

Q.  That  is  the  general  character  of  the  people  there  t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
the  general  character.  A  few  years  ago  I  served  on  the  grand  jury,  and 
in  my  capacity  as  foreman,  in  making  my  report,  I  took  occasion  to  call 
attention  to  the  remarkably  peaceable  character  of  the  i)eople:  tbat 
there  were  so  few  crimes  against  the  x>erson  reported  to  the  giana  jmy. 
Nearly  all  the  crimes  reported  were  those  of  petty  thefts  by  negroe8, 
and  where  white  men  were  involved  it  was  for  illegal  liquor  selling. 
Owing  to  the  strict  laws  on  the  subject  many  indictments  6f  that  class 
were  found.  That^  and  carrying  concealed  weapons,  constitnted  about 
the  principal  offenses. 
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Q.  Do  you  vote  at  Crystal  Springs  f — A.  Yes,  sir^  I  kave  lived  tbere 
for  nineteen  years. 

Q.  Was  the  last  electi<»i  at  Crystal  Sprin^^s  a  fair  election,  at  which 
everybody  had  an  eqnal  right  to  deposit  their  ballots  t — A.  Just  as  fair 
as  it  was  possible  to  be.  The  stores  were  all  closed,  as  usual  on  election 
days  there,  and  no  liquor  allowed  to  be  sold  from  the  evening  previous, 
^re  was  not  even  the  ordinary  electioneering  going  on.  Each  man 
votes  regardless  of  the  opinion  of  his  neighbor.  Especially  at  the  last 
election  there  was  but  little  attempt  to  electioneer  or  persuade  men  to 
change  their  opinions  on  the  day  of  the  election.  It  was  stated  that 
whatever  work  was  done  was  done,  and  everything  was  perfectly  quiet 
and  orderly. 

Q.  I  think  it  has  been  testified  that  on  the  day  of  election  at  Crystal 
Springs  when  the  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Print  Matthews  came  to 
your  plaee  that  there  was  rejoicing  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  over 
his  death. — A.  Well,  sir,  it  is  false.  I  would  state  that  I  was  the  first 
who  received  the  dispatch  to  that  effect  from  Mr.  Meade.  1  was  stand- 
ing talking  to  some  gentlemen  at  the  time,  and  I  was  stunned  for  the 
moment  that  such  an  event  should  have  occurred  on  such  a  day,  and  I 
stepped  across  the  railroad  track,  near  where  the  polling  was  going  on^ 
to  speak  to  an  elderly  gentleman,  a  citizen,  to  tell  him  about  it.  1 
met  him  with  the  dispatch  in  my  hand,  and  walked  over  to  him,  and.  as 
it  happened,  one  of  the  candidates  on  the  Independent  ticket^  Mr.  Mc- 
Neil, was  neari  and  he  thought  the  news  was  a  canard;  that  it  was  just  in- 
tended to  influence  or  intimidate  the  negroes.  Neither  Mr.  McNeil  or  Mr. 
Baniet,  who  was  about  there,  believed  it  for  a  good  while ;  in  fact,  I 
rather  doubted  it  myself,  and  i  telegraphed  for  them  to  send  the  partic- 
ulars. There  was  no  rejoicing.  There  conld  not  have  been.  On  the 
contrary,  men  were  rather  awe  stricken.  That  was  about  the  feeling^ 
if  I  could  express  it  at  all. 

Q.  I  think  Mr.  Burnet  testified  that  he  was  there  at  that  time,  and  that 
there  was  rejoicing;  I  may  have  misunderstood  his  testimony.  But 
that  there  was  rejoicing  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  at  the  death  of 
Mr.  Matthews,  when  the  annouticement  was  made,  you  say  is  not  truct — 
A.  No,  sir;  it  is  not  true. 

Q.  1  ask  you,  was  it  not  generally  regarded  as  a  calamity;  that  the 
people  of  the  county  would  have  been  glad  if  it  had  not  occurred  t— A. 
Undoobtedly  so,  and  I  felt  so,  and  say  that  in  my  opinion,  if  it  is  worth 
aaythiDg,  and  in  the  opinion  of  every  man  I  converse<l  with,  we  all  felt 
that  it  was  an  untimely  event 

Q.  Did  the  announcement  of  that  news  at  all  affect  the  vote  at  Crys- 
tal Springs,  or  prevent  anybody  from  voting  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not 
think  it  affected  it  at  all.  It  didn't  affect  a  single  vote  that  I  know  of. 
At  the  time  I  made  the  announcement  aloud  the  colored  people  were 
standing  in  a  solid  body  near  the  polls.  One  from  the  crowd  of  colored 
people  was  allowed  to  go  in  at  a  time,  and  one  from  the  crowd  of  white 
men.  Not  a  single  man  moved  or  uttered  w  word.  They  stood  there, 
and  I  remained  about  the  polls  for  an  hour  an<i  a  half,  or  two  hours, 
perhaps,  and  the  vote  went  on  just  as  usual,  excei)t  that  there  was  a 
little  more  silence,  a  little  more  quiet  conversation,  and  men  discuss- 
in;:  the  event. 

y.  Was  or  was  not  your  object  in  making  that  announcement  for 
the  putpose  of  intimidating  or  inliueucing  or  preventing  the  colored 
people  or  others  of  that  party  from  voting  their  sentiments! — A.  No, 
sir;  I  had  no  such  purpose  or  intention.  On  the  contrary,  I  spoke  to 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  election  (I  was  about  to  leave  to  go  to  Hazle- 
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hnrst)  aDd  adviaed  him  to  be  more  than  nraally  oar^l  that  there  should 
be  no  excitement,  and  that  every  man  be  allowed  to  vote  fiiir  aod  eqoaief 
jQst  as  nsaaly  ana  to  give  as  far  as  he  conld,  no  possible  reason  for  com- 
plaint on  that  day. 

Q.  "Was  it  not  yonr  desire,  and  the  desire  of  the  Democrats  geDerally, 
that  there  should  be  no  cause  of  eomidaint  on  the  part  of  your  poUtiad 
opponents  at  the  fairness  or  justice  of  the  election  i—A«  1  have  always 
endeavored  to  do  so.  1  have  taken  active  interest  in  electioiis  there  for 
many  years.  I  have  seen  some  intimidation,  bot  I  have  never  seen  any 
intimidation  for  the  last  Ave  or  six  years.  The  intimidation  that  I  saw 
was,  at  oneelection  I  saw  a  line  of  colored  men— -one  hundred  or  hundred 
and  twenty  men  in  line,  standing  in  single  file,  with  soldiers  on  oneside. 
Going  up  and  down  that  line  was  a  colored  man,  with  a  six-shooter  in 
his  hand,  and  a  package  of  tickets,  who  was  going  down  and  examining 
that  line  and  taking  away  the  Democratic  ballots  I  had  given  the  voters 
and  stampiuff  them  under  his  foot,  and  supplying  them  with,  as  I  snp- 
I>osed,  Bepublican  tickets.  That  was  the  election  at  which  Mr.  Dent 
was  candidate  for  governor,  on  the  one  side,  and  Mr.  Alcorn  on  the  other 
side.    I  believe  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon  : 

Q.  What  year  was  tliat  t— A.  That  was  in  1869. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  You  say  that  you  have  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  elections  in 
Copiah  County  for  some  years.  Is  that  not  true  generally  of  the  white 
people  of  that  county  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  ask  you  what  is  the  reason  that  the  p^ple  of  your  connty 
take  such  a  vital  interest  in  the  elections  t — A.  I  give  it  to  yon  fh)m  a 
business  standpoint,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  our  prop- 
erty. To  illustrate :  Two  years  ago  there  was  a  feeling  that  perhaps 
an  Independent  ticket  partially  prevailing,  would  not  work  injury,  and 
many  respectable  men  voted  for  the  Independent  ticket,  or  part  of  it 
The  consequence  of  it  was  that  our  county  affairs  drifted  into  insol- 
vency. Whereas,  when  the  men  elected  on  that  Independent  ticket  took 
office,  there  was,  as  I  understood — I  am  not  acquamted  with  the  fig- 
ures— a  large  cash  balance  in  the  treasury  of  the  various  lunds,  and 
when  they  went  out  it  had  been  squandered,  and  the  county  was  in 
debt.  Of  course,  the  men  of  property  had  to  pay  those  taxes,  and  it  is 
our  interest  to  maintain  that  part  of  our  financial  affairs  as  much  as  on 
our  stores  and  farms. 

Q.  Then  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  white  men  of  Copiah  County  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket  is  to  prevent  the  affairs  of  that  county  falling 
into  the  hands  of  men  who  will  use  the  offices  for  their  own  selfish  par- 
poses,  to  the  detriment  of  the  interests  of  the  tax-payers  of  that  count}*  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  motive  which  actuates  us. 

Q.  Is  there  anything:  else  you  wish  to  state t — A.  Yes,  sir;  J  wish  to 
state  further,  as  evidence  that  we  are  not  an  excitable  people,  that  four 
days  after  the  election  a  city  marshal,  a  zealous,  faithful  officer,  who  had 
served  for  many  years,  was  attempted  to  be  assassinated  by  a  noted 
colored  Bepublican,  as  we  supposed.  He  is  under  arrest  for  it  I  belong 
to  the  board  of  aldermen  that  investigated  the  matter  privately,  and 
from  the  information  we  could  get,  without  saying  it  as  positive,  onr  in- 
formation led  us  to  believe  that  a  colored  Bepublican  there  was  the  as- 
sassin or  attempted  assassin.  Mr.  B.  B.  Jordan  was  shgt  and  danger- 
ously wounded,  and  lay  at  the  point  of  death  for  some  time.    He  has 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTEAGES   IN   MISSISSIPPI.  525 

DOW  recovered.  I  give  that  as  an  illastoration  of  the  good  temper  pre- 
vailing, and  of  tbe  desire  for  peace,  that  that  man  was  allowed  to  be 
arrested,  was  brought  there  from  an  ai^oining  county,  waived  examina- 
tion, and  is  now  in  prison. 

Q.  Such.ofienses  as  that,  or  the  suspicion  of  such  an  ofiense  as  existed 
in  that  case,  would  it  or  would  it  not  have  led  to  the  lynching  of  the 
negro  in  many  other  localities  t — A.  In  most  localities  it  would  have 
done  60. 

By  the  Ghaibman: 

Q.  Have  you  been  an  active  Democrat? — ^A.  Yes^  sir;  I  have  been. 

Q.  Ton  are  one  of  the  principal,  or  perhaps  the  prmcipal  Democratic 
worker  in  that  beat  T— A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  a  business  man,  and  devote  my  • 
self  exclasively  to  business. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  an  active  Democratic  worker?— A.  I  have 
always  been  earnest  for  the  success  of  the  ticket,  but  I  have  never  held 
anything  but  a  local  office  in  town. 

Q.  What  was  the  evideiice  that  this  colored  man  committed  the  as- 
saidtonthe  marshal? — A.  I  can  repeat — ^but  there  are  a  good  many 
citizens  of  Copiah  Gounty  here  who  may  be  on  the  grand  or  petit  jury, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  repeat — the  testimony 
taken  in  private. 

By  Mr.  Oamsson  : 
Q.  The  proceedings  of  the  grand  jury  have  already  been  divulged 
here.— A.  This  has  not  been  before  the  grand  jury  yet. 

By  the  Chairman; 

Q.  The  man  is  in  jail  now,  is  he  not,  and  cannot  run  away? — A.  Yes, 
sir:  he  is  in  jail  at  Hazlehurst;  in  the  county  jail. 

Q.  Was  he  not  first  sent  to  Jackson? — A.  He  ran  away,  and  was 
arrested  in  Jackson. 

Q.  What  was  the  evidence  against  him? — A.  The  evidence  was  that 
he  tives  near  this  place,  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  Mr.  Jordan's 
bouse;  that  he  was  seen  on  the  evening  of  that  day  with  a  wagon  going 
in  that  direction;  that  he  was  seen  twenty  minutes  afterwards  going 
in  the  other  direction,  towards  his  home,  witii  a  shot-gun  on  his  shoulder. 

Q.  That  is  enough.  I  wanted  to  know  the  character  of  the  evidence ; 
I  will  not  ask  you  to  detail  the  whole  of  it.  BTow,  you  think  in  most 
other  communities  be  would  have  been  lynched  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  man 
that  he  attempted  to  kill  is  a  popular  man,  was  born  and  raised  there^ 
and  has  a  great  man:^  friends. 

Q.  Was  he  not  originally  sent  to  jail  at  Jackson  to  prevent  his  being 
lynched  after  his  examination  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  I  know  that 
be  was  committed  in  the  usual  way  to  the  county  jail. 

Q.  Was  he  not  first  sent  to  Jackson  and  imprisoned  there  ? — A.  He 
was  arrested  at  Jackson  and  brought  from  there. 

Q.  But  after  the  hearing  was  he  not  sent  back  to  Jackson  ? — A.  I  do 
not  know  that. 

Q.  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  you  have  known  of  no  intimidation 
at  elections,  except  in  1809,  if  that  was  the  year,  when  Gtovernor  Alcorn 
wasacandidate.  when  there  was  intimidation  by  tne  presence  of  soldiers  at 
the  polls,  and  tins  negro  having  a  pistol  or  a  gun  or  some  weapon  ?— A. 
Ye8,Bfr. 

Q.  Do  yoa  not  believe  there  was  intimidation  in  Copiah  County  at 
this  last  election  of  1883  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  it. 

Q.  That  is  not  my  question.    I  asked  you  another  question,  which 
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wa8«  whetheryoa  did  not  believe  there  was  int  itnidation  in  Ck)piali  (Toiuity 
in  1883 1 — A.  Well,  I  had  no  reason  to  believe  it. 

Q.  Bnt  do  yon  believe  it  t — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  it  I  do  not 
think  there  was  any  intimidation. 

Q.  You  think  there  was  a  Ml/ A^e,  and  iUirvote  throughout  that 
comity  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  there  was.  It  was  ftill,  tree,  and  fair, 
so  for  as  I  saw. 

Q.  Bnt  I  am  asking  yon  for  yonr  belief.  You  do  not  believe  there 
was  any.  Did  you  hear  of  the  negroes  fleeing  to  the  woods  for  weeks 
before  the  election  t — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't  I  have  read  of  it  in  the  tes- 
timony here. 

Q.  You  do  not  believe  that  f — A.  Well,  the  negroes  are  easily  alarmed 
at  such  times,  and  they  sometimes  take  to  the  woods. 

Q.  That  is  intimidation  when  people  are  alarmed,  is  it  nott  Didyoa 
not  hear  of  persons  going  about  at  night  shopting  guns  and  pistols,  and 
of  the  whipping  and  flogging  of  negroes  before  the  election  ? — ^A.  I  heard 
something  of  it,  but  I  believe  it  has  been  greatly  exaggerated. 

Q.  But  do  you  believe  it  existed  at  all  ? — A.  I  judge  from  the  testi- 
mony.   There  is  some  testimony  I  disbelieve  on  the  subject. 

Q.  If  it  should  turn  out  that  parties  went  about  after  midnight,  firing 
guns  and  cannon,  visiting  houses,  intimidating  aod  whipping  people, 
and  one  or  two  persons  were  murdered,  would  you  change  your  opinion 
about  there  being  intimidation  f — A.  I  would  change  my  opinion  if  tbej 
went  there  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  them  fiom  voting ;  not  nntil 
I  knew  that,  though. 

Q.  Suppose  they  killed  them,  going  around  electioneering  when  they 
did  it.  You  would  think  it  was  intended  to  have  an  effect  on  the  elec- 
tion ! — ^A.  I  should  think  it  would  be  improper  to  influence  the  vote  in 
that  way. 

Q.  But  I  ask  you  if  you  believe  it  existed  in  Copiah  County  in  1883t— 
A .  Well,  irresponsible  young  men  may  go  about  in  that  way.  They 
like  to  have  good  horses  and  to  go  around,  and  one  thing  brings  on 
another,  and,  as  I  stated,  while  there  may  be  something  of  it,  it  has  been 
grossly  exaggerated. 

Q.  If  they  should  go  to  a  negro's  house  and  whip  him,  and  ask  him 
how  he  was  going  to  vote,  and  tell  him  they  would  kill  him  if  he  did 
not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  do  you  not  think  that  would  tend  to 
send  the  negro  population  to  the  woods,  the  rest  of  them? — A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not  think  the  rest  of  them ;  it  might  send  that  man. 

Q.  Are  not  the  negroes  rather  a  timid  race  t — A.  Asa  race  they  are 
timid,  but  I  have  seen  them  under  circumstances  when  they  seemed  to 
have  a  good  deal  of  courage. 

Q.  But  as  a  race  are  they  not  timid  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  I  want  to  read  to  you  this  resolution : 

Besolvedfuriker,  That  from  benoeforth  no  man  or  aet  of  men  ahaU  organiie  (he  da- 
gro  race  against  the  whites  in  this  county,  and  if  it  sbaU  be  attempted  in  the  fotan 
we  hereby  give  notice  that  it  shall  be  at  tne  peril  of  the  person  or  persons  attempting 
so  to  do. 

Do  you  approve  of  that  resolution  t — A.  I  do  partly.  I  believe  thit 
the  greatest  calamity  that  can  oecur  to  the  South  is  the  organisation  of 
one  race  against  another. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  organization  of  one  race  against  an- 
other ? — A.  That  is  when  one  set  of  men  tell  the  negroes  as  adasstbat 
the  other  class  is  oppressing  them  and  defrauding  and  cheating  theni) 
and  organizing  them  in  that  Ttay ;  that  it  makes  the  colored  iieopledis- 
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contented  and  dissatisfied,  and  excites  them  to  acts  of  Tiolence  that  they 
never  woald  think  of  bat  for  that. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  it  is  right  to  arge  the  white  men  to  combine  in  a  party 
oil  tlie  gitHindithat  this  is  a  white  man's  Oo^emmentf^ — A.  Well,  yes, 
air;  I  l^lieve  that  is  wh^re 

Q.  I  wanted  to  know  if  yon  thought  that  f — A.  Onr  object  in  getting 
white  men  together  is  so  that  we  can  bring  the  negroes  up  to  oar  plat- 
form, and  we  are  opposed  to  the  white  men  going  down  totheir's;  that 
is  the  dittereiice. 

Q.  Then  yon  do  think  it  is  proper  to  organize  the  white  men  on  a  plat- 
form against  the  negro  platform  t — A.  The  white  men  are  always  anx- 
1008  to  get  colored  votes,  beoaose  they  count  as  much  as  white  votes. 

Q.  Are  not  the  people  who  organize  the  colored  men  anxions  to  get 
the  colored  votes  also  t^  A.  Bot  the  difterence  is  this,  and  it  is  a  very 
material  one.  I  speak  of  Demoksrats,  white  Democrats,  claiming  that 
they  ftirnish  a  better  and  parer  government,  and  better  officers,  than 
those  other  men;  and  they  say,  ^' You  come  up  to  our  platform,"  while 
the  others  range  themselves  and  side  with  the  passions  and  prejudices 
of  the  negro  and  go  down  to  their  platform. 

Q.  Suppose  a  majority  of  the  voters  in  Gopiah  County,  under  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  country,  happen  to  differ  with  you,  and  happen 
to  think  that  the  Democratic  platform  is  low,  and  the  Bepnblican  or  In- 
dependent platform  is  the  high  one,  how  do  you  propose  to  have  that 
question  settled! — A.  As  a  Democrat,  I  believe  the  majority  ought  to 
prevail. 

Q.  Then  should  you  think  that  the  persons  who  thought  the  white 
Demo(;ratic  platform  was  a  low  one  and  injurious  to  the  county  would 
be  justified  in  using  force  or  shot-guns  or  intimidation  f — A.  I  think 
the  supposition  is  an  absurdity.  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  base  any- 
thing on  a  myth. 

Q.  Suppose  people  differ  with  you  and  think  it  is  not  absurd,  should 
you  justify  that  person  in  using  force  to  carry  his  purposes? — A.  No,  sir; 
I  would  not. 

Q.  You  would  expect  tctsubmit  that  question  to  a  fair  vote  of  a  ma- 
jority  of  the  people,  would  you  not,  without  intimidation  or  violence  or 
fraud  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  reason  with  them  and  take  pains  to  in- 
form them,  if  I  could  not  get  them  to  my  own  way  of  thinking. 

Q.  Now,  suppose  four  or  five  good  men  chose  to  vote  an  independent 
ticket,  and  urge  the  negroes  to  vote  that  ticket,  and  the  negroes  do  it; 
do  you  think  that  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  minority  of  the  i)eople  of 
Copiah  County  using  force  to  prevent  their  getting  possession  of  the 
county  offices  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  would  not  think  it  an  occasion  to  use 
force. 

Q.  Or  fraud  or  intimidation  f — A.  No,  sir;  neither  fraud  or  intimida- 
tion. 

Q.  You  think  nothing  but  argument  would  be  proper t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
argument.  And  I  would  even  argue  in  this  way:  If  yon  cannot  vote 
with  me  do  not  vote  at  all.    That  is  a  common  argument  with  negroes. 

Q.  Do  not  vote  at  all  t — A.  Yes ;  if  you  can  get  a  man  to  keep  away 
from  the  polls. 

Q.  Why  shonld  not  a  negro  vote  as  he  thinks  bestt — A.  But  1  do  not 
use  that  argument  to  negroes.  I  use  it  to  whit^e  men.  I  have  scratched 
a  man's  name  off  my  ticket  repeatedly. 

Q.  Yon  would  think  it  was  rather  a  queer  thing  if  a  man  said  to  yon, 
^^  If  yoo  do  not  vote  with  me  do  not  vote  at  all  t — A.  I  have  asked  peo 
pie  several  times,  '^  If  you  do  not  vote  for  roe  do  not  vote  against  me." 
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Q.  Yes ;  that  is  for  an  iudividual  candidate.  Bot  I  was  8f)eakiDg  of 
the  party.  Then  do  I  understand  you  still  to  say  that  you  approve  of 
this  resolution : 

That  from  henoeforth  no  man  or  tet  of  men  shall  or^puise  the  negro  nee  against 
the  whites  in  this  county,  and  if  it  shall  be  attempted  in  the  fhtore  we  hereby  give 
notice  that  it  shall  be  at  the  peril  of  the  person  or  persons  attempting  so  to  do. 

A.  As  I  said,  we  regard  it  as  a  great  calamity  when  such  things  oc- 
cur. 

Q.  Do  you  not  claim  that  the  Bepublican  party  in  Mississippi  down 
to  1875,  and  since,  and  until  this  iudependent  ticket  was  formed,  did 
attempt  to  organize  the  negro  race  against  the  whites. 

The  Witness.  That  the  Republican  party  did  t 

The  Chaibhan.  Yes.— A.  That  was  the  effect  of  their  organization. 

Q.  You  claim  that  they  didt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  claim  that  the  Independents  undertook  to  organize  the 
colored  men  against  the  whites  Y — ^A.  That  was  where  their  main  streDgth 
was  to  oome  ^om. 

Q.  Do  you  approve  of  using  violence  or  intimidation  to  prevent  that 
being  done! 

The  Witness.  Do  I  approve  of  it! 

The  Chairman.  Yes.— A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  approve  of  it.  When  I 
read  the  resolution  that  is  the  reason  I  said  I  approved  of  it  partly. 

By  Mr.  8  aulsbub Y : 
Q.  Do  yon  or  uot  believe  that  it  is  any  more  harm  to  persuade  the 
negro  not  to  vote,  if  he  cannot  vote  with  you,  than  to  place  in  the  con- 
stitution of  a  State,  as  is  done  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  a  claose 
that  no  man  shall  vote  unless  he  can  read  the  Constitution  of  thecoan- 
try  in  the>Euglish  language  t — A.  I  think  in  Mississippi  I  would  have 
far  the  advantage  of  Massachusetts  in  that  respect. 

By  the  Chai&man  : 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  have  been  a  good  plan  if  you  had 
done  in  Mississippi,  after  the  war,  just  what  Massachusetts  did— pre- 
serve to  everybody  who  had  got  the  franchise,  or  every  white  man  wh»> 
had  the  right  to  vote  then,  the  right  to  vote  still,  whether  he  could  read 
or  not,  and  then  say  that  for  the  future  only  persons  who  could  read 
and  write  your  constitution  should  have  the  right  of  suffrage.!  Do  yoa 
not  think  that  would  have  been  better  for  your  State  than  the  unhmited 
negro  suflVage  you  have  had?— A.  We  have  got  it  there  and  we  have  to 
use  it  as  best  we  can. 

Q.  But  I  want  to  know,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Saulsbury's  question. 
Do  you  not  think,  honestly  now,  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  yoar 
State  of  Mississippi  to  have  made  your  constitution  exactly  what  the 
constitution  of  Massachusetts  is  in  that  particular — that  is,  that  every- 
body who  had  the  franchise  might  keep  it,  not  disfranchise  a  man,  bot 
for  the  future,  voters  should  be  compelled  to  read  and  write  t  Would 
not  that  have  shut  out  this  large  class  of  ignorant  colored  people  that 
you  complain  of? — ^A.  When  the  constitution  of  Mississippi  was  fhuned 
the  white  people  of  Mississippi  did  not  have  much  to  say  about  it. 

Q.  But  do  you  uot  think  that  would  have  been  better? — A.  If  we  bad 
ha<l  you  there  to  help  us  make  it,  probably  it  would  have  been  better. 

Q.  But  do  you  not  think  that  would  have  been  a  better  arrangement, 
when  the  constitution  of  Mississippi  was  made,  instead  of  letting  ih 
everybody  to  the  franchise,  colored  or  white,  as  j-ou  did,  or  that  waa 
done  by  somebody,  if  you  had  suid  that  the  persons  who  had  theftan- 
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cbise  might  keep  it,  and  for  the  future  only  persons  who  could  read  and 
write  could  have  it? — A.  I  would  not  be  in  favor  of  such  a  thing.  We 
wanted  the  votes  and  we  expect  to  have  them  after  awhile  j  we  expect 
to  get  that  vote  after  awhile,  as  we  will,  and  it  will  all  count  for  us. 

Q.  Who  do  you  mean  by  "us;''  the  Democratic  party? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
As  soon  as  the  negroes  get  property  and  acquire  intelligence  they  al- 
most always  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  voting  a  man? — A.  If  I  can  reason  with 
him  and  he  votes  my  way. 

Q.  You  would  not  speak  in  that  way  of  one  of  your  respectable  white 
Deighbors,  that  you  voted  him,  would  you  ?-r-A.  Yes,  sir.  If  I  meet  Mr. 
Sextott  here  and  I  change  his  vote,  I  can  go  back  and  say  I  voted  Mr. 
Sexton. 

C.  Price  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? — Answer.  In  Gopiah  County,  Missis- 
sippi. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  county  ? — A.  About  four  miles  northwest  of 
Hazlehurst. 

Q.  In  what  beat  ?— A.  Beat  1. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics  ? — A.  I  claim  to  be  an  Independent. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  last  board  of  supervisors,  that  is,  the 
board  whose  term  expired  in  November  last  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  ticket  were  you  elected  ? — A.  On  the  Independent  ticket. 

Q.  The  Independents  had  a  minority  on  that  board  of  supervisors,  had 
they  not? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Colonel  Jones  was  president  of  it,  was  he  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  Mr. 
Matthews. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Matthews  exercised  any  control 
or  influence  over  that  board  of  supervisors  in  order  to  direct  or  dictate 
in  regard  to  the  levying  of  taxes  t — A.  Well,  I  thought  he  did. 

Q.  State  what  the  facts  were,  and  what  you  know  about  it,  and  his 
influence. 

The  Witness.  Yon  want  it  just  in  reference  to  the  taxes  ? 

Mr.  Jonas.  In  reference  to  the  levying  of  the  taxes  and  the  paying 
off  of  school  warrants.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Matthews 
was  a  large  holder  of  school  warrants  f — ^A.  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Then  state  what  you  know  in  reference  to  the  levying  of  that 
tax.^A.  In  December,  1882,  the  board  came  together  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  a  tax,  which  the  law  provides:  that  the  ^^ard  of  supervisors  shall 
come  togetheron  theflrstMouday  of  December  every  year  to  levy  a  tax  for 
the  finances  of  the  county.  The  board  came  together  and  was  holding 
a  meeting ;  I  do  not  know  what  day,  but  I  think  it  was  the  second  day  of 
the  term  that  the  board  was  attempting  to  levy  the  taxes.  I  came  into 
town  pretty  early  in  the  morning.  1  first  went  to  Mr.  Bingham^  who 
was  superintendent  of  public  education,  to  get  all  the  information  I 
could  in  regard  to  the  levying  of  the  tax.  I  then  went  to  the  sheriff  of 
the  county,  and  examined  his  books,  and  got  all  the  information  I  could 
to  levy  a  tax.  I  then  went  to  the  treasurer,  and  I  got  all  the  informa- 
tion I  could  get  from  him  to  levy  a  tax,  and  I  had  all  the  papers,  I 
thought,  pretty  well  prepared  to  make  an  estimate  of  what  would  be  nec- 
essary to  run  the  finances  of  the  county.  Some  time  in  the  day — I  do  not 
recollect  whether  it  was  in  the  evening  or  morning,  but  I  think  in  the 
1668  CONG— CO 34  ,  , 
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morning  before  the  board  came  together,  the  board  was  slow  in  coming 
together — in  passing  about  I  saw  Mr.  Matthews  and  three  members  of 
the  board  in  a  room  consulting.  I  walked  in  and  asked  them  if  they  were 
holding  a  meeting  in  there.  They  laughed  and  said  they  were  fixing 
up  a  tax-list  to  levy  a  tax.  I  asked  to  see  the  list,  aud  they  showed  it 
to  me.  I  said  it  would  not  do,  and  they  said  it  would  do,  and  com- 
menced caviling  about  the  figures,  and  said  they  had  a  proper  state- 
ment. I  told  them  where  I  had  got  my  figures,  and  held  it  was  theonly 
■correct  place  where  anybody  could  get  them  to  levy  a  tax.  However, 
before  that,  Mr.  Norman,  the  chancery  clerk  of  our  county,  who  was 
auditor  of  the  county — I  had  gone  to  him  in  the  mean  time ;  I  went  to 
speak  to  him  about  the  figures — came  up  in  the  room,  I  think.  At  any 
rate  they  urged  up  the  thing  to  bring  the  thing  out.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  was  absent  at  the  time,  but  he  came  in  and  came  up 
to  Mr.  Matthews,  and  appeared  to  be  figuring  about  levying  the  tax, 
and  having  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it.  When  that  thing  came  before  the 
board  there  was  a  resolution  to  levy  a  certain  tax,  and  I  got  up  and 
objected  to  it,  and  gave  my  reasons.  I  told  them  I  did  not  think  it 
would  be  best  for  the  county  ;  that  I  thought  it  would  probably  bank- 
rupt the  county. 

However,  in  the  mean  time  there  was  a  deficit  of  the  school  fund. 
The  legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
that  county  to  levy  a  special  tax  to  bring  up  the  deficit  on  the  school 
fund.  The  law,  I  think,  provides  that  the  board  of  supervisors  shall 
levy  a  3-mill  tax  for  the  school  fund,  their  limit  to  be  that  The  board, 
in  attempting  to  levy  this  tax,  wanted  to  levy  6|  mills  for  the  school 
tax  and  2^  mills  for  the  general  fund.  I  contended  the  23  mills  would 
not  run  the  finances  of  the  county,  and  to  levy  the  0^-mill  tax  was  con- 
trary to  law,  because  the  law  limited  us  to  levying  a  3-mill  tax.  But 
they  took  the  ground  that  they  levied  the  2f -mill  tax  for  the  deficit, 
but  I  think  it  was  stated  at  If  for  the  deficit  and  5  for  the  school  fond. 
In  speaking  about  the  thing,  nowever,  and  going  on  with  it  and  asking 
about  first  one  thing  and  then  another,  I  got  up  and  made  several  re- 
marks. Mr.  Matthews  several  times  would  get  up  and  reply  to  me 
when  I  would  speak  to  the  board. 

Q.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  board  ! — A.  No,  sir.  He  remarked  that 
it  was  very  strange  that  I  should  want  to  levy  such  a  tax  on  the  people 
of  Copiah  County  when  there  was  $5,000  of  surplus  lying  in  the  county 
treasury  doing  nobody  any  good.  1  said  that  1  did  not  know  that  he  was 
a  member  of  the  board,  or  that  it  was  his  business  to  levy  the  tax,  and  I 
did  not  know  why  he  should  take  such  a  conspicuous  part,  and  I  said 
to  him  I  thought  the  people  of  Copiah  County  had  rather  see  $5,000 
surplus  money  left  in  the  county  than  $20,000  outstanding  wanants, 
and  men  speculating  in  them  as  he  was  doing  likely.  They  finally  took 
the  vote  and  levied  the  tax — 2f  for  the  general  fund  and  6J  for  the 
school  fund,  while  the  law  provides  2^  for  the  Slate  ftind.  I  objected 
to  it  and  they  took  the  vote  and  Mr.  Price,  the  other  member  of  the 
board,  came  into  the  room,  and  I  stated  to  him  what  I  had  said,  and  I 
asked  the  board  then  to  reconsider  the  vote  so  as  to  give  him  a  chance 
to  vote  on  it.  They  reconsidered  it  and  voted  again,  and  after  they 
took  a  second  vote,  I  asked  them  to  record  my  vote. 

Q.  You  and  Mr.  Price  voted  against  it  and  the  other  three  voted  fw 
it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  other  three  t— A«  Colonel  Jones,  Mr.  Bufkiu,  and 
Mr.  Jones. 
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Q.  They  were  the  three  who  had  been  consalting  with  Mr.  Matthews  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  passed  a  tax  levy  just  as  Mr.  Matthews  desired  it  t — 
A.  1  suppose  so;  1  do  not  know  about  that. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  so  from  his  interruptions  and  from  what  he 
said  ?— A.  Well,  he  appeared  to  be  running  in  and  out.  I  do  not  think 
either  one  of  the  board  replied  to  him.  However,  Mr.  Berry,  a  citizen 
there,  got  up  and  asked  permission  to  say  a  few  words,  not  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board,  but  as  he  was  a  citizen  and  taxpayer  of  the  county 
he  felt  very  much  interested  in  it,  and  they  permitted  him  to  do  it,  and 
he  then  directed  his  remarks  to  the  board  in  regard  to  the  propositions 
I  had  made.  He  thought  they  were  very  fair,  and  he  could  not  see  why 
they  did  not  adopt  them.  He  thought  that  everything  I  had  said  was 
practical  and  would  be  best  for  the  finances  of  the  county. 

Q.  What  do  yon  know  about  how  much  cash  there  was  in  the  county 
treasury  when  that  board  went  into  office? — A.  I  think  the  first  report 
made  by  the  treasurer  showed  there  was  $19,000,  and  there  was  a  mis- 
take of  16,000,  which  brought  it  down  to  $13,000  in  March. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  treasury  when  that  board  went 
out  of  office  ? — ^A.  I  suppose  it  was  in  a  bad  condition.  I  do  not  know 
the  exact  amount. 

Q.  Was  all  that  money  gone  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  tax  levy  gone  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  any  new  debt  been  created  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  amount  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  tell 
you  the  exact  amount — that  is,  when  the  board  went  out  I  do  not  know 
what  amount  the  last  year's  tax  would  bring  up.  The  tax  that  we  levied 
at  the  last  term  would  amount  to  about  $18,000. 

Q.  You  knew  that  aU  the  money  was  gone  from  the  treasury  of  the 
county  and  the  county  was  in  debt  f — ^A.  I  knew  nobody  could  get  a 
warrant  cashed,  and  I  supposed  there  ^as  no  money  in  the  treasury. 

Q.  Had  warrants  depreciated  in  value  in  consequence  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  how  much  the  county  was  in  debt  when  you 
left ;  was  it  not  in  debt  $16,000  T — ^A.  Fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand  dol- 
lars was  the  estimate,  I  think. 

Q.  Consequently  warrants  against  the  general  fund  had  defpreciated 
very  greatly  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  was  no  cash  to  pay  the  warrants  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time  your  board  went  into  office  the  credit  of  the  county 
was  very  good,  was  it  not  t — A.  The  general  fund  was ;  the  school  fund 
was  behind. 

Q.  There  was  plenty  of  money  there  to  pay  all  the  warrants  on  the 
general  fund  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  $13,000  on  the  general  fund. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 

Q.  How  much  was  the  school  fund  deficit  at  that  time  t — ^A.  I  do  not 
recollect  what. 

Q.  About  how  much  t — A.  There  was  a  balance  brought  over  from  the 
year  before  on  the  treasurer's  reports,  I  think,  of  about  $2,100  or  $2,200, 
brought  over. 

Q.  As  a  deficit  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  then  the  running  of  the  schools 
that  year  amounted  up  to  a  considerable  amount.  I  do  not  know  what. 

Q.  Was  not  the  surplus  in  the  general  fund  transferred  to  the  school 
fund  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficit,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  running 
the  schools  in  the  year  1883 1 — A.  No,  sir ;  the  law,  I  think,  prohibits 
that 
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Q.  I  do  not  ask  yon  about  the  law ;  I  ask  yoa  if  that  is  not  the  factt— 
A.  I  do  Dot  think  that. 

Q.  You  ought  to  know ;  you  were  a  member  of  the  board  t — A.  No, 
sir :  there  was  no  transfer  made  by  the  board  of  that  kind. 

Q.  You  swear  to  that! — A.  Yes,  sir;  according  to  my  knowledge. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  balance  of  the  board  may  have  done.  They 
may  hare  done  it,  but  not  while  the  board  was  in  open  session. 

Q.  At  one  time  was  not  the  sum  of  $11,000  transferred  firom  the  gen- 
era!  fund  to  the  school  fund  to  make  up  the  deficit  in  the  school  fhnd, 
and  at  another  time  was  not  the  sum  of  $900  transferred  from  the  gen- 
eral ftind  to  the  school  fund  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  a  deficit  in 
the  school  fund  t — A.  Not  according  to  my  knowledge.  1  do  not  recol- 
lect of  any  such  thing  occurring  in  the  board. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  that  was  not  done? — A.  The  board  might 
have  done  it,  but  they  did  not  do  it  while  I  was  present. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  examine  the  books  to  see  whether  it  was  done  or 
not! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  examined  the  books. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  after  those  two  sums  had  been  transferred 
fh)m  the  general  fund  to  the  school  fund  that  the  legislature  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  county  to  levy  a  special  tax  to  make  up  the  deficit 
that  still  remained  in  the  fund  ? — ^A.  It  might  have  been  done  before 
I  went  into  office,  but  not  while  I  was  in  office.  The  legislature  passed 
that  act  the  same  spring  I  went  into  office,  to  authorize  the  board  of 
supervisors  to  levy  a  tax  that  year  to  bring  up  the  deficit  of  the  school 
ftind.  I  do  not  know  what  the  board  did  before  that;  I  never  exam- 
ined their  records  to  see. 

Q.  You  stated  that  under  the  general  statutes  of  the  State  the  county 
was  authorized  to  levy  a  3mill  tax  for  school  purposes! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  special  act  authorized  the  county  to  levy  how  much!— 
A.  It  did  not  limit  it  to  any  amount. 

Q.  Then  it  was  left  discretionary  with  the  board  of  supervisors  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir;  it  was  left  discretionary  with  the  board  of  supervisors  to  levy 
a  tax. 

Q.  And  the  board  did  levy  a  tax  of  how  many  mills  for  school  pur- 
poses t-- A.  The  whole  of  the  school  fund  was  six  and  three-quarter 
mills,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Q.  Has  the  legality  of  that  levy  ever  been  questioned  in  the  conrte 
of  your  county  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

6.  B.  Nelson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  t — Answer.  In  C3opiiA  Ooonty. 

Q.  In  what  beat  f — A.  In  beat  No.  4. 

Q.  A  witness  here,  by  the  name  of  Jones,  has  given  some  testimony 
in  reference  to  a  personal  difficulty  between  you  and  himself  on  election 
day  at  that  poll.  Please  state  what  occurred. — A.  I  think  about  2  or 
3  o'clock  in  the  evening,  after  most  of  the  votes  had  been  cast  at  oar 
box,  Colonel  Jones  was  at  some  little  distanoe  from  the  polling  place 
and  was  taking  scratched  tickets.  The  most  of  the  tickets  at  our  box 
were  scratched.  A  great  many  white  men  scratched  the  tickets  and 
most  of  the  colored  men  who  voted  there  scratched  the  tickets,  and  I 
insisted  that  he  ought  not  to  take  their  votes.  We  had  agreed  that  all 
should  vote  as  they  chose.  The  white  people  were  voting  some 
scratched  tickets,  and  Mr.  Jones  said  it  was  against  the  law,  and  he 
could  prove  it  by  the  Code.    We  had  some  words  about  it,  and  he  started 
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off  to  the  honse  to  get  the  Code  to  prove  that  if  they  voted  scratched 
tickets  that  their  ballots  would  be  thrown  out  when  the  vote  was  counted 
at  oight  The  colonel  got  very  much  excited  and  had  a  club  in  his  hand 
waving  it  around.  I  thought  from  what  he  said  he  sought  to  influence 
the  colored  vote.  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it.  I  followed  him 
to  the  edge  of  the  gallery  where  some  friend  stopped  me,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  Colonel  Jones  lefL    That  is  about  all  I  know  of  it. 

Q.  Was  there  any  bulldozing  on  the  day  of  the  election  at  your  polls  f — 
A.  No,  sir ;  not  one  word  said  to  anybody  except  what  I  have  stated 
I  said  to  Colonel  Jones. 

Q.  Was  Colonel  Jones  telling  and  trying  to  mislead  the  colored  people 
60  as  to  prevent  them  from  voting  the  ticket  they  desired  to  vote  t — A» 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  was  because  of  that  that  you  and  he  had  some  difficulty  t—* 
A.  Yes,  8ir;  that  I  interfered. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Colonel  Jones,  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  supervisors,  would  part  with  his  influence  for  the  use  of  money  in 
that  board  f — A.  I  have  heard  that  rumor. 

Q.  Was  ever  any  application  made  to  you  by  anybody  for  the  loan  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  vote  of  Colonel  Jones  or  any 
other  supervisor  on  any  question  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  state  what  it  is. — A.  Young  Mr.  Scott  came  to  me  and  told 
me  he  wanted  some  money  to  influence  the  votes  of  members  of  the 
board  to  get  a  contract  to  supply  some  bridge  aprons  to  a  bridge  that 
had  been  built  in  our  district.  He  got,  I  think,  $30,  and  it  was  after- 
wards said  that  he  had  bought  one  vote  for  $15. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  whose  vote  that  was  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ^  he  told  me  it 
was  Mr.  Buf  kin's,  from  district  No.  3. 

Q.  That  he  purchased  the  vote  of  a  member  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors, in  order  to  get  a  contract  to  build  the  approaches  to  a  bridge! — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  geneially  understood  that  he  or  any  members  of  the  late  board 
of  supervisors  of  your  county  could  be  influenced  by  the  use  of  money  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  members  of  th  at  board  f — A.  Yes,  sir  ; 
that  is  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  had  agreed  that  everybody  should  vote  as 
he  had  a  mind  to  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  that. 

The  Chairman.  I  should  like  to  have  the  stenographer  read  what 
he  did  say. 

(The  stenographer  read  t^e  portion  of  the  testimony  referred  to.) 

The  Witness.  I  want  to  explain  that ;  I  mean  there  had  been  some 
talk  of  the  scratched  tickets,  and  it  was  generally  believed  by  the  col- 
ored i>eople  that  they  could  not  vote  a  ticket  that  was  scratched. 

Q.  Who  was  the  "  we"  that  had  agreed! — A.  Colonel  Jones  and  the 
colored  Republicans. 

Q.  Do  you  describe  Colonel  Jones  and  the  negro  Republicans  by  the 
term  "we"! — A.  In  speaking  of  them,  of  course,  for  we  had  talked 
about  that  thing.  Colonel  Jones  and  I  had. 

Q.  You  are  a  regular  Democrat,  are  you  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  a 
Democrat. 

Q.  Now  when  '*  we"  had  agreed,  who  do  you  mean  by  the  "  we"  1 — 
A.  The  ^^  we "  that  had  agreed  was  Colonel  Jones,  the  advisor  of  the 
colored  Republicans  at  our  box,  and  our  colored  Republicans. 

Q.  Did  you  take  part  in  that  agreement  f — ^A.  I  had  been  called  on  by 
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some  of  the  colored  Eepnblicans  to  know  if  I  thought  their  votea  would 
be  connted  if  scratched,  and  I  told  them  I  thought  so. 

Q.  How  did  you  interfere  with  Ooonel  Jones;  you  stated  you  fol- 
lowed him  out  and  interlered.  What  did  you  do  ? — A.  1  went  out  to 
where  he  was  and  told  him  that  these  men  should  be  allowed  to  vote  as 
they  chose,  and  if  they  preferred  to  vote  a  scratched  ticket  they  mast 
be  allowed  to  do  it  if  they  chose  to  do  it, 

Q.  What  did  he  say ;  he  was  not  interfering  with  them  except  by 
persuading  them  not  to  do  it  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  taking  them  from 
them  and  giving  them  others. 

Q.  They  allowed  him  to  do  it,  did  they  not  f — A.  They  had  taken  my 
tickets  and  had  allowed  me  to  scratch  their  tickets. 

Q.  And  then  they  allowed  Colonel  Jones  to  take  their  tickets  from 
them,  and  you  told  him  they  must  be  allowed  to  vote  as  they  had  a  mind 
to,' to  vote  the  scratched  tickets! — A.  He  was  influencing  the  voters 
there  by  telling  them  they  would  lose  their  vote  by  voting  a  scratched 
ticket. 

Q.  If  he  thought  so,  he  had  a  right  to  tell  them  so,  had  he  notf— 
A.  I  suppose  so ;  yes.  sir. 

Q.  And  your  remedy  was  to  tell  them  the  contrary  and  see  which  they 
believed,  was  it  not  f  Did  you  not  mean  that  as  a  threat  to  Colond 
Jones  that  they  must  be  allowed  to  vote  f — A.  We  had  agreed  that  they 
should  vote  the  scratched  tickets. 

Q.  Did  you  not  mean  that  as  a  threat  to  Colonel  Jones  when  you  said 
that  t — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  mean  that  as  a  threat  at  all. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean ;  you  did  not  mean  to  convey  any  threat  when 
you  said  they  must  be  allowed  to  vote  the  tickets  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  loaned  a  man  $30  to  bribe  a  county  oflS- 
cial  f — ^A.  No,  sir :  I  did  not  say  I  loaned  him  that  for  that  purpose ;  he 
said  he  wanted  $30  to  buy  a  vote. 

Q.  But  he  applied  to  you  and  you  advanced  it  to  him  f — ^A.  I  loaned 
bim  $30. 

Q.  Which  was  for  that  purpose! — A.  He  told  me  he  wanted  the 
money. 

Q.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  understand  that  the  money  you  loaned 
was  for  that  purpose  t — A.  I  understood  that  he  wanted  money  for  that 
purpose. 

Q.  Who  is  this  gentleman  who  borrowed  the  money  of  you  t  Is  he  a 
Democrat  t — A.  I  believe  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Q.  What  is  his  name,  did  you  say  t — A.  A  Mr.  Scott. 

Q.  Would  you  believe  a  man's  story,  or  take  a  man's  word,  who  would 
admit  to  you  that  he  would  bribe  a  county  oIKcial  f — A.  Well,  I  thought 
at  the  time  he  was  going  to  buy  the  vote. 

E.  W.  Bbown  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  At  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Do  you  hold  any  office  or  position  there  1 — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  dork 
of  the  circuit  court  of  Copiah  County. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  filled  that  iK)sitiont — ^A.  For  eight  years. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  practice  of  lawyers  in  your  court  as 
shown  by  their  cases  on  your  dockets,  and  so  on  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Mr.  A.  W.  Burnet,  who  was  practicing  law  there!— 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  and  amount  of  his  practice  tliere,  if  yoa 
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recoUtHJt  f — A.  Mr.  Burnet  had  a  very  small  practice  at  that  bar,  and 
most  of  bi»  cases  on  the  docket  T(ere  appealed  cases,  cases  of  certiorari; 
very  few  original  cases  on  the  docket  of  his. 

Q.  His  original  cases,  I  suppose,  he  had  in  some  of  them  associate 
counsel,  had  he  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  1  remember  at  one  time  looking 
over  my  docket,  and  out  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  cases  1  think  he 
ha#l  two  cases.  •  I  speak  now  of  the  trial  docket,  the  issue  docket. 

Q.  Have  you  a  list  of  his  cases  here  with  3  ou  ? — A.  Tes,  sir ;  I  have 
[referring  to  a  written  memorandum].  At  the  October  term,  1881,  there 
were  one  hundred  and  two  cases  on  the  isQue  docket.  He  had  one  case 
out  of  that  number;  the  case  of  John  Fore  v$.  J.  R.  Burnet.  Mr.  Will- 
ing was  employed  to  defend  that  suit,  and  Mr.  Burnet's  name  is  marked 
on  the  docket  as  associate  counsel,  at  least  his  name  was  marked  on  the 
docket  after  Mr.  Willing's.  At  the  April  term,  1882,  there  were  two 
hundred  and  fifry-one  cases  on  the  docket,  Mr.  Burnet  had  two  cases 
out  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty-one ;  one  an  appeal  case,  and  the  other 
a  garnishment.  At  the  October  term  of  1882  there  were  one  hundred 
and  sixty  five  cases  on  that  docket.  Mr.  Burnet  had  one,  a  case  of  attach- 
ment; 1  do  not  know  the  amount  involved.  At  the  April  term,  1883, 
there  were  one  hundred  and  forty-one  cases  on  the  docket,  out  of  which 
number  Mr.  Burnet  had  eight  cases. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  those  cases  f — A.  There  were  two  ap- 
peals, three  garnishments,  one  trespass,  and  one  certiorari.  I  believe 
I  have  named  them  all.  At  the  October  term,  1883,  there  were  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  cases  on  the  docket,  and  out  of  that  number  Mr. 
Burnet  had  eight  cases. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Those  are  the  same  cases  continued  along  t — A.  Some  of  them  are, 
those  at  the  two  last  terms. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  Are  most  of  them  on  the  docket  yett — A.  Some  of  them  are. 
There  are  four  of  those  cases  remaining  on  the  docket. 

Q.  Is  any  record  kept  in  your  office  as  to  the  registration  of  voters  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  difference  in  the  number  of  registered  voters,  as 
to  color,  as  between  white  and  black  at  the  last  election  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  got  the  exact  figures  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  the  figures. 

Q.  What  are  the  figures  f — A.  As  the  registration  stands  on  our  books 
there  is  a  difference  of  397  in  favor  of  the  whites. 

Q.  That  is  the  last  registration  under  which  the  last  election  was  held  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  not  had  a  new  registration  for  several  years^ 
The  registry  books  are  always  open  for  revision. 

Q.  You  knew  J.  P.  Matthews  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  Yon  had  known  him  a  long  time  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  general  character  and  reputation  in  the  community 
as  a  friend  of  law  and  order  and  peace,  or  the  reverse  f — A.  I  do  not 
think  that  he  was  considered  a  very  peaceable  man,  or  law-abiding, 
man. 

Q.  You  think  he  was  not  considered  so  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not. 

Q.  Was  he  a  violent  man  in  his  language  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  very. 

Q.  Did  he  quarrel  frequently  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  a  good  many  dif- 
ficulties. I  do  not  know  that  he  had  so  many  difliculties  on  his  own  ac- 
count, but  he  was  continually  mixing  up  in  difliculties.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber of  but  one  difficulty  that  he  h^  on  his  own  account,  and  that  is  iw 
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case  wbere  he  attacked  Mr.  Dodds,  a  deputy  sheriff  at  that  time,  for  ex- 
icutiii^  a  writ  that  had  been  placed  in  his  hands. 

Q.  JJid  he  attack  him  with  weapons? — A.  Well,  his  brother,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Matthews,  I  think,  was  the  attacking  party  at  that  time  in  the  place  of  J. 
P.  Matthews, but  he  came  with  his  brother,  and  while  Mr.  J.  M.  Matthews 
and  Mr.  Dodds  were  talking  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  drew  his  pistol.  Mr. 
Dodds^s  back  was  turned  to  Mr.  Matthews,  and  he  drew  his  pistol  as  if 
he  intended  to  shoot  at  Mr.  Dodds. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  habit  of  going  armed,  do  you  know  ? — A.  I  think  he 
went  armed  all  the  time. 

Q.  And  had  that  reputation  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  was  in  the  habit  of  making  violent  threats  and  using  violent 
language  t — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  not,  on  the  whole,  what  would  be  called  a  desperate  man, 
a  dangerous  man  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  considered  a 
very  dangerous  man  or  not.    I  never 

Q.  Was  he  considered  a  desperate  man! 

The  Chaibman.  Let  him  finish  his  answer.  He  said  he  never— and 
did  not  conclude  his  answer. 

The  Witness.  I  say  I  never  have  known  of  his  having  a  fight  with 
any  one.  I  never  have  known  of  his  shooting  tmy  one.  I  think  it  was 
generally  regarded  that  he  would  fight,  and  that  he  would  probably 
shoot,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Jonas.  And  it  was  generally  known  that  he  was  always  armed  T— 
A.  Well,  1  do  not  know.  I  thought  that  he  had  arms  all  the  time.  In 
fact,  he  came  into  my  office  very  often,  and  I  thought  I  could  see  a  pis- 
tol in  his  pocket. 

Q.  That  was  the  general  belief  in  the  community,  that  he  was  armed, 
you  say  f — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  heard  any  one  else  say 
that  he  went  armed  all  the  time,  but  that  is  what  I  thought  about  it 

By  Mr.  Cameron  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  was  not  a 
law-abiding  man  f — A  Yes,  sir.  I  refer  to  that  instance  that  I  have 
given  you. 

Q,  Please  give  all  the  instances  that  you  can  remember  when  he  vio- 
lated the  law! — A.  Well,  he  was  not  in  favor  of 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  that.  Give  the  instances  now. — ^A.  Well, 
that  is  an  instance. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  one  ! — A.  Yes ;  that  is  one  instance. 

Q.  Give  any  others! — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  know  any  others. 

Q.  When  did  that  occur! — A.  That  occurred,  I  think,  in  1876. 

Q.  Where  did  it  occur! — A.  In  Hazlehurst,  in  the  court-house,  in 
the  sheriflPs  office. 

Q,  Was  he  the  only  man  in  Hazlehurst  who  carried  a  pistol  ?— A.  I 
do  not  know  that  he  was.  I  expect  there  were  a  good  many  others  who 
carried  pistols. 

Q.  When  was  the  registration  that  is  now  in  your  office  made  ?— A. 
It  was,  I  think,  about  1876.  The  registration-books  are  open  nil  the 
time  for  the  registration  of  voters.  There  has  been  some  registering 
continually  all  during  the  year. 

Q.  Who  corrects  the  registration-book  from  year  to  year  !— -A.  The 
board  of  commissioners. 

Q.  In  order  to  register  what  is  it  necessary  for  a  voter  to  do !  Must 
he  appear  personally  in  your  office  and  ask  to  be  registered,  or  can  he 
be  registered  by  proxy  ! — A.  IS'o,  sir ;  he  cannot  be  registered  by  proxy. 
He  must  appear  in  person. 
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.  Q.  Then  the  registration,  as  it  now  exists  in  yonr  office,  simply  shows 
the  registration  of  those  who  were  put  on  in  1876,  or  who  bare  since 
come  to  your  office  and  been  registered  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  in  1876 
they  had  a  general  registration,  a  new  registration  of  every  man.  Every 
voter  in  the  county  roistered. 

Q.  How  did  the  registration  then  stand  as  between  the  two  races  t — 
A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  how  it  did  stand  then. 

Q.  Have  you  not  any  opinion  on  the  subject t-^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have 
an  opinion. 

Q.  You  may  give  your  opinion  for  what  it  is  worth. — A.  I  think  about 
that  time  that  the  difference  between  the  whites  and  blacks  was  very 
small.  There  may  have  been  a  few  more  blacks  than  whites  at  that 
time,  though  I  am  not  certain  of  that    That  is  simply  my  opinion. 

Q.  Has  there  been  a  large  emigration  of  blacks  from  the  county  since 
that  timet — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  also  of  whites.  I  do  not  know  that  there 
has  been  a  very  large  emigration,  but  there  has  been  some  twenty-ftve 
or  thirty  whites  who  have  gone  off,  and  probably  the  same  number  of 
blacks,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Burnet  go  to  Hazlehurst  and  establish  himself  there 
as  a  practicing  lawyer  f — A.  As  well  as  I  can  remember  I  think  1878 
was  the  first  time  that  I  saw  Mr.  Burnet  there.  I  may  be  mistaken 
about  that,  however. 

Q.  When  did  he  move  to  Hazlehurst  and  establish  his  residence 
there  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  in  1880.  I  am  not  certain  when  he  came.  He 
had  only  been  there  a  year  or  two  years  probably. 

Q.  Was  it  not  in  1882? — A.  I  believe  Mr.  Burnet  resided  in  Crystal 
Springs  awhile.  I  had  overlooked  that  fact.  1  do  not  know  when  he 
came  to  Hazlehurst.  It  may  have  been  as  late  as  1882,  early  in  the 
year. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  there  was  not  quite  a  numerous  and  able  bar  in 
Hazlehurst  when  Mr.  Burnet  removed  to  that  town  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  there 
is  a  good  bar  there,  and  I  reckon  about  as  able  a  bar  as  there  is  any- 
where in  the  State  for  the  size  of  the  town. 

Q.  About  how  many  lawyers  are  there  in  Hazlehurst  t — A.  If  you  will 
bear  with  me  I  will  count  them  up.  (After  a  pause.)  I  think  there 
were  eight  with  Mr.  Bnrnet. 

Q.  Were  there  not  thirteen  there ! — A.  There  were  Messrs.  Harris 
&  Doilds,  two ;  Mr.  Conn,  three ;  Mr.  Sexton,  four :  Mr.  Meade,  five ; 
Mr.  Gowan,  six — yes,  I  omitted  the  two  Mayes— Judge  Mayes  and  his 
son,  eight ;  Captain  Ramsey,  nine,  and  Mr.  Burnet,  was  ten.  I  cannot 
think  of  any  others—yes,  Judge  Millsaps  was;  he  made  eleven. 

Q.  Is  it  usual  for  a  young  lawyer  in  your  county,  for  a  year  or  two 
after  he  locates  there,  to  have  a  large  bu^*inesst— A.  No,  sir;  it  requires 
time ;  a  man  must  build  himself  up ;  he  cannot  go  into  a  community  and 
jump  into  a  lucrative  and  large  practice  at  once. 

Q.  I  will  call  over  a  list  of  cases  which  Mr.  Burnet  says  he  had  on  the 
docket  at  the  last  October  term  of  that  court.  Russel  vs,  Perro  t — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  J.  P.  Matthews  vs.  J.  J.  Cason ;  A.  H. Isaacson  vs.  Mims  Bros.! — 
A.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  there  were  those  cases. 

Q.  L.  N.  Ballard  vs.  I.  N.  Catof 

The  Witness.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  last  term  f 

Mr.  Cambbon.  Yes ;  that  was  during  the  last  term. 

The  Witness.  Yes;  I  had  them  on  my  list. 

Q.  Handy  Fortner  vs.  Thompson  for  the  recovery  of  $100? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  that  is  on  my  list. 
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Q.  And  auotber  case  of  Handy  Fortner  vs.  Thompson  in  replevin!—  • 
A.  I  have  not  got  that  case.  I  did  not  notice  that  on  my  docket  I 
will  not  say  that  that  was  not  there.  I  took  this  list  from  my  docket, 
and  it  is  possible  I  may  have  overlooked  one  case.  It  may  be  possible 
also  that  his  name  was  not  marked  as  attorney ;  that  sometimes  hap- 
pens. 

Q.  The  case  of  Matthews  vs.  Brown  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  that 

Q.  The  case  of  Cook  vs.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  f — A.  No,  sir;  I 
have  not  got  that.  I  have  got  three  cases — The  Board  of  Supervisors 
vs.  Cook. 

Q.  W  as  there  not  one  case  in  which  Cook  sued  the  county  t — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  he  was  an  attorney  in  that  case  f — ^A.  No, 
sir.  I  do  not  know  his  name  is  yet  marked  on  the  docket.  There  is 
such  a  case  on  the  docket,  though. 

Q.  He  claims,  and  some  oth^  witness  has  said,  that  he  was  an  attor- 

^^^C^uey  in  that  case.    There  are  three  cases,  you  say,  of  The  County  vi. 

^^-'JpIP^^^ — ^^*  ^^®>  ®^^*    ^®  ^^  *^  attorney  in  those  cases.    I  noticed, 

il'lT  £1^ giving  my  testimony,  that  in  counting  those  cases  I  counted  those 

■^^^^T^^'lhree  cases  as  one.    That  was  unintentional  on  my  part. 

^ — '      Q.  Have  you  the  case  of  McGinnis  vs.  McCalef  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have 

that. 

Q.  And  the  case  of  McGinnis  vs.  M.  E.  Nelson  f — ^A.  That  is  cue  aod 
the  same  case.  There  is  a  claimant's  issue  in  that,  and  they  are  dock- 
eted McCalef  vs.  McGinnis,  and  very  often  there  is  nothing  said  aboat 
the  claimant's  issue.  There  is  no  case  on  my  docket  of  Uiat  style— 
McGinnis  vs.  Nelson. 

Q.  Is  there  a  case  of  Harriet  Jefferson  vs.  Bichard  Jefferd  t— A.  Xo, 
sir :  that  has  been  disposed  of. 

Q.  When  was  it  disposed  off — A.  I  do  not  know  when. 

Q.  Was  it  not  disposed  of  at  the  last  term  of  thecourt  f — ^A.  No,  «r; 
it  was  disposed  of  before  that. 

Q.  You  will  swear  to  that! — A.  1  will  not  swear  positively  to  it,  but 
that  is  my  belief;    I  think  execution  had  been  issued  prior. 

Q.  Here  is  a  case  of  M.  Faler  &  Co.  vs.  E.  M.  Bostick  and  Matthews, 
garnishee. — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  two  cases  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Are  there  not  three  f — ^A.  No,  sir  5  on  my  docket  it  may  have  been 
G.  E.  Matthews  and  others,  garnishees,  all  in  one  case. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  case  of  G.  H.  Matthews  vs.  Girott — ^A.  Yes, 
sir.  That  case  has  been  disposed  of  at  the  last  term.  I  have  it  on  my 
list 

Q.  Then  you  give  him  thirteen  cases,  according  to  that  f — ^A.  No, sir; 
I  did  not  give  him  thirteen  cases. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  give  him  f — A.  The  way  I  have  it  here,  on  this 
paper  is,  I  give  him  ten  cases,  including  the  case  of  Cook  vs.  The  Board 
of  Supervisors. 

y.  How  many  cases  were  on  the  docket  that  last  term  f — ^A.  One 
hundred  and  forty-five  cases. 

Q.  And  how  many  attorneys  are  practicing  in  the  county  f  I  do  not 
now  speak  of  the  town  of  Hazlehurst  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  how  many. 
I  might  count  them  up. 

Q.  Please  count  them  up.  How  many  are  there  at  Beauregard  and 
how  many  at  Crystal  Springs  ? — A.  I  think  there  are  five  at  Beaoregard 
and  at  Crystal  Springs,  if  I  have  not  overlooked  any. 

Q.  Then  there  are  fifteen  or  sixteen  practicing  lawyers  in  the  county  Y— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  about  fifteen. 
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Mr.  Gamebon.  Now,  if  you  divide  the  whole  number  of  cases  on  the 
docket  at  the  last  term  of  the  court  by  the  whole  number  of  lawyers  in 
the  county,  1  think  you  will  find  that  Mr.  Burnet  had  his  share  of  them. 
That  is  alL 

George  J.  Mortimer  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f — Answer.  At  Crystal  Springs,  Gopiah 
County.  Mississippi.  ' 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there! — ^A.  About  twenty-five  years. 

Q.  What  are  your  politics  f — ^A.  I  am  a  Republican. 

Q.  Have  you  been  a  Republican  for  several  years  t — A.  I  have  been 
a  Republican  always  since  the  party  was  organized  in  the  State. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  canvassed  Copiah  County! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 

Q.  Frequently  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  interest  of  the  Republican  party ! — A.  I  canvassed  the 
county  for  the  constitutional  convention  of  1869,  and  repeatedly  since. 
If  you  will  allow  me  the  privilege  I  will  state  that  yesterday,  supposing 
that  I  would  come  before  you  to-day,  I  sat  down  for  a  half  an  hour  and 
jotted  off  about  what  I  wish  to  say,  and  I  can  read  it  now,  and  I  will 
submit  it  to  the  committee  as  my  statement  under  oath.  It  is  not  very 
long;  I  can  read  it  in  five  minutes. 

Q.  You  submit  that  as  your  evidence,  then  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  read  as  follows: 

Senate  Investigation, 
New  Orleans,  February  25, 1884. 

OEOBGE  J.  MOBTIMEB : 

Have  lived  in  Copiah  County,  Mississippi,  past  twenty- five  years ;  oc- 
cupation, farmer  and  some  in  public  life  ^  a  Union  man  before  the  war, 
and  a  Republican  ever  since ;  been  mayor,  postmaster,  a  magistrate, 
and  the  first  county  superintendent  of  free  schools  for  two  years ;  can- 
vassed the  county  and  met  the  Democrats  in  the  campaign  of  1869  and 
1870,  for  constitutional  convention ;  was  not  a  candidate ;  advocated 
election  of  one  white  man,  one  colored,  which  was  done:  canvassed  the 
county  for  U.  8.  Grant,  and  carried  it,  1,200  majority,  aoont  400  whites 
voting  with  Republicans ;  have  canvassed  and  voted  for  every  ^National 
Republican  Presidential  election ;  may  do  so  again ;  believe  that  Ar- 
thur, Blaine,  Logan,  or  Grant  would  more  than  double  any  vote  ever 
cast  for  the  Independent  ticket,  so  called,  at  last  election  in  the  county. 

Public  sentiment  is  growing  more  and  more  tolerant.  I  have  de- 
claimed and  written  and  spoke  publicly  and  privately,  fully  and  fear- 
lessly ;  never  was  molested  or  interrupted,  except  by  a  few  rowdies  I 
disregarded.  The  people  listen  and  learn  of  all  the  issues  before  the 
two  parties,  and  are  not  excited  only  on  race  issue,  black  against  whites. 
This,  of  course,  inflames  the  worst  passions  of  both  colors;  never  ap- 
proved of  violence ;  do  not  now.  Know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge 
of  killings  or  outrages  at  last  local  election ;  know  some  causes  that 
led  inevitably  to  this  result.  Family  fends,  private  wrongs,  on  the  part 
of  a  few,  took  advantage  of  the  excitement  conseqaent  on  an  election  to 
seek  revenges;  nine-tenths  of  the  people  are  law-abiding,  peaceable,  and 
industrious,  1]>emocrats  as  well  as  Republicans.  There  is  not  one  hun- 
dred men  in  the  county  to  defy  the  laws  or  that  would  deny  or  abridge 
the  right  to  vote  to  any  man  as  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  guaranteed. 

A  few  irresponsible  men  have  done  all  the  wrong  that  has  been  done. 
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Killings  occur  elsewhere,  all  over  the  United  States,  at  elections,  in 
cities  and  in  the  conntry. 

Oopiah  Gonnty  remained  qniet;  no  riots  or  bloodshed  at  elections, 
while  several  counties  neighboring  have  had  these  troubles.  The  con- 
servative element  of  both  sides  here  kept  the  peace  and  obeyed  tiie 
laws ;  held  fair  elections.  Ben.  King,  two  years  ago  Independent  cbd* 
didate  for  governor,  a  native,  and  personally  a  very  popular  man,  honest 
and  able  lawyer,  only  carried  the  county  by  a  small  (12)  majority. 
McNeil,  Independent,  ran  ahead  of  J.  P.  Matthews  some  hundred  votes. 
The  opposition  fraai  both  sides  was  against  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews.  Pe^ 
sonally,  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  was  kind  to  his  family  and  clever  to  con- 
nections. In  politics  everybody  knows,  and  his  own  friends  imd  rela- 
tives testify,  was  a  *^  violent  man,  abusive  in  his  language,  intoler- 
ant in  speech,  and  rash  in  his  conduct."  Personally,  we  were  friendly. 
I  have  voted  for  him  three  terms  as  sheriff;  have  told  him  his  coone 
was  detrimental  to  the  public  interest  and  the  Hepublican  party.  His 
speculations  in  the  coun^  flnaaees  had  brought  us  all  into  disrepute  and 
the  county  in  debt;  asked  him  to  desist.  &meof  his  relatives,  all  the 
white  Kepublicans,  and  many  of  the  blacks,  withheld  their  support  from 
him  for  these  reasons. 

The  opposition  in  our  county  is  not  to  Republicans  or  Bepublicanism, 
but  to  his  modes  and  methods.  The  constant  falling  off  in  his  vote 
proves  this.  He  and  his  brothers  (except  Leon)  are  considered  unscru- 
pulous— making  money  rather  thain  party  or  principle  their  aim.  The 
feeling  was  very  bitter  against  Matthews's  leadership,  as  he  sought  to 
control,  and  did  largely,  the  county  affairs,  board  supervisors,  treas- 
urer, and  other  officials.  I  never  heard  or  knew  of  anybody  threatening 
his  life.  I  do  not  believe  he  thought  he  would  be  killed,  or  anybody 
else,  nor  do  I  believe  the  Democratic  party  are  at  all  responsible  for 
his  killing. 

The  Democrats  made  their  nominations  in  convention  and  so  did  the 
Independents.  I  saw  no  Bepublicanism  in  either;  nothing  but  a  re- 
vival of  the  old  hates  by  the  Independents.  I  tried  to  reason  with 
them  that  they  could  not  succeed,  and  if  they  did  they  were  powerless 
for  good;  that  in  arraying  the  negroes  under  the  Matthews  they  drove 
off  all  the  whites.  And  most  of  the  whites  withdrew  from  them  and 
voted  for  the  Conservative  Democrats,  and  clubs  of  negroes  did  the 
same. 

An  average  vote  was  polled,  about  3,800.  The  Independents  were 
beaten  over  2,000.  The  Republican  party  in  the  county  never  was  or 
will  be  beaten  so  largely.  I  vote  at  Crystal  Springs.  The  electioa 
there  was  perfectly  quiet  and  fair ;  no  man  hindered  from  voting  as  he 
pleased.  Many  negroes  voted  Conservative  Democratic  tickets.  For 
twenty  years  there  has  always  been  some  Democrats  among  the  ne- 
groes.   I  know  them  well  all  over  the  county ;  I  can  give  names. 

All  the  trouble  in  Copiah  County  has  been  largely  exaggerated.  'So- 
body  would  have  huit  Mr.  Burnett.  As  reported  in  the  National  Re- 
publican, Washington,  over  twenty  statements  are  not  true  in  fiict 
He  is  excitable,  impulsive,  and  an  unsafe  counselor ;  thought  to  be  s 
clever  man  of  a  good  family.  I  am  not  here  as  the  witness  of  any  party, 
but  summoned  by  the  committee,  not  knowing  from  which  side.  I  re- 
gard the  full  import  of  my  oath,  to  "tell  the  truth,  the  wh#le  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth  ^ ;  am  ready  to  comply  as  far  as  in  me  is.  I  would 
like  to  state  I  talked  to  hundreds  of  the  negroes,  as  well  as  the  whites : 
was,  just  previous  to  the  election,  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  ana 
the  universal  sentiment  was  Hargraves,  the  present  sheriff,  had  made 
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an  excellent  sheriff;  bad  made  an  efficient,  satisfactory  officer  to  all ; 
that  Ed.  Brown,  the  clerk,  was  kind  and  considerate,  and  proved  to  be 
the  most  popular  man  on  the  ticket ;  that  their  opponents,  while  clever 
men,  were  inexperienced  and  untried ;  and  that  a  man  can  be  in  Mis- 
sissippi a  Eepublican  and  be  respected,  though  all  men  are  taken  on 
trial,  so  to  speak ;  and  while  some  intimidation  and  outmge  may  be  in- 
ferred or  proven,  yet  not  enough  to  change  materially  the  results  of  the 
late  election ;  and  that  I  have  and  will  continue  to  condemn  all  vio- 
lence in  both  parties,  as  solving  no  questions  in  dispute,  but  as  demand- 
ing swift  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  courts.  Any  party  to  succeed 
must  deserve  the. confidence  of  the  countrv,  and  this  the  Independent 
party,  so  called,  in  Mississippi  and  Copiah  County  had  utterly  failed  to 
inspire  the  people  with. 

I  wrote  that  hurriedly  in  my  room  and  I  want  to  swear  to  that  as  true 
and  which  I  can  stand  by.  That  is  the  impression  made  on  my  mind. 
I  may  be  incorrect    1  do  not  say  my  deductions  are  all  correct. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  voted  with  the  Conservative  Democrats.  It  was  a  local  election, 
with  no  politics  that  I  could  see  in  it  at  all.  It  was  a  question  whether 
they  should  have  the  affairs  of  the  county  economically  administered, 
and  who  were  the  best  men  to  do  it. 

Q.  Do  you  l)elieve  that  Print  Matthews  was  killed  on  election  morn- 
ing f — A.  Do  I  believe  it!  I  have  heard  evidence  which  makes  me  be- 
lieve it;  yes,  sir.  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think.  I  regret  the  killing,  and 
I  said  it,  too,  on  the  streets  of  Crystal  Springs,  and  I  can  name  the  men 
I  said  it  to.  I  have  said  that,  and  I  will  stand  by  it.  I  do  not  believe  in 
any  killing. 

By  Mr.  Oamebon  : 

Q.  What  county  offices  did  you  hold  at  Crystal  Springs! — ^A.  I  was 
appointed  mayor  under  Governor  Ames,  and  I  was  also  postmaster 
there,  and  I  was  county  superintendent  of  public  schools. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  in  making  your  settlement  as  post- 
master f — A.  No  particular  difficulty.  I  was  claiming  when  I  went  out 
of  office  there  a  balance  of  $60  in  the  post-office,  and  they  were  claim- 
ing something  on  the  money  order  business,  and  I  wrote  the  Depart- 
ment, and  I  have  their  letters  now,  that  I  would  be  in  Washington,  and 
oome  there  and  bring  my  books  and  we  would  balance  the  account,  and 
whatever  I  was  owing  I  had  the  money  to  pay.    That  was  done. 

Q.  You  did  owe  something  when  you  went  out  of  office  t — ^A.  Yes, 
sir.    They  allowed  me  the  $60  and  I  paid  something. 

Q.  You  were  in  very  much  the  same  situation  that  Mr.  Matthews  was 
in  when  he  went  out  of  office.  He  claimed  that  the  county  owed  him  a 
certain  amount,  which  the  county  admitted  afterwards,  and  when  the 
aeoount  was  adjusted  he  paid  it  off  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  understood 
Mr.  Matthews  was  a  defaulter,  and  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 
I  am  prepared  to  answer  for  any  defalcation  myself  here  or  anywhere. 
I  did  not  cover  up  anything.  I  went  to  Wa  shington  and  took  my  books 
and  paid  the  balance  that  was  found  due. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 
Q.  You  have  been  questioned  as  to  whether* you  were  not  in  de&nlt 
when  yon  went  out  of  office  as  postmaster.    I  understand  you  to  say 
that  you  went  to  Washington  and  adjusted  and  settled  your  account  f— 
A*  I  did,  and  took  my  b<K>ks,  too. 
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Q.  And  paid  every  dollar  that  the  Government  claimed  of  yon  t^A. 
I  did. 

Q.  Who  sncceeded  yon  in  the  office;  was  it  Mr.  Willing!^ A-  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  politics  t — A.  He  was  a  Eepablican. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  a  defiaolter  or  not  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
think  he  was,  pretty  largely. 

Q.  Was  he  removed  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was. 

Q.  Who  succeeded  him  t — A.  Mr.  Lewis. 

Q.  What  was  his  politics! — A.  I  do  not  think  he  had  any  hardly. 
He  voted  sometimes  one  side  and  sometimes  the  other.  That  is  my 
judgment. 

Q.  Was  he  a  defaulter,  do  you  know  f — A.  I  so  understood. 

Q.  You  then  settled  your  account  and  paid  every  dollar  you  owed 
the  Government! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  And  two  of  your  successors  in  that  office  since  have  made  delaolt 
in  their  accounts  t — ^A.  That  is  my  understanding. 

Q.  That  is,  as  you  are  informed  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  understand- 
ing. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  their  accounts  are  settled! — A.  I  do  not 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  paid  the  Government  or  are 
ready  to  pay  when  the  account  is  settled! — ^A.  I  think  one  of  the  meo, 
Lewis,  is  dead.    Mr.  Willing  has  paid  up. 

Q.  Was  he  any  more  of  a  defaulter  than  you  were! — A.  Wdl,  oo; 
he  was  said  to  be  at  the  time,  I  say. 

Q.  Were  you  said  to  be  a  defa^olter! — A.  No,  sir;  nobody  charged 
me  with  defaulting. 

Q.  But  you  ow^  something  to  the  Government! — A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  had  to  have  a  settlement  of  the  account  to  And  out  how 
much  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Willing  owed  something  to  the  Government ! — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  but  that  has  been  paid. 

Q.  Mr.  Willing's  successor  was  Mr.  Lewis  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Lewis  died  in  office! — A.  He  died;  whether  in  office  or  not 
when  he  died  I  do  not  know. 

Daniel  C.  Woods  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! — Answer.  I  am  living  now  at  Pine 
Bluff.  I  have  been  living  since  the  1st  of  September  at  Myles  Station, 
in  the  northwestern  portion  of  Copiah  County,  on  the  Natchez  and 
Jackson  Bailroad. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Noah  Ramsey  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Noah  Ramsey  testified  here  the  other  day  that  he  met  and  had  a 
conversation  with  you  at  Myles  Station  shortly  before  the  last  election 
in  which  you  made  a  statement  to  him  that  Mr.  Matthews  would  be 
killed ;  did  you  have  any  such  conversation  or  make  any  sndi  state- 
ment ! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  no  conversation  with  him  whatever  be^tue  the 
-election. 

Q.  And  consequently  made  no  such  statement  to  him  ! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Noah  Bamsey  for  any  short  time  before  the  election!— 
A.  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  saw  him  a  time  or  two. 
JEle  runs  up  and  down  the  railroad  there  selling  sewing  machines. 

Q.  But  you  had  no  such  conversation! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  had  not  been 
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in  Hazlehurst  from  the  16th  of  Jaly  until  the  29th  of  October.  I  was 
forming  out  in  the  country,  and  I  went  back  there  on  business.  1  was 
staDding  on  the  platform  having  some  cotton  marked  right  opposite 
Mr.  Mattbews's  store,  and  he  called  me  to  him 

Q.  Who  did ! — A.  Print  Matthews.  I  met  him  at  the  public  well, 
just  half  way  between  the  platform  and  his  store,  and  he  was  talking 
to  me  about  accepting  the  nomination  of  the  Democratic  party  as  cor- 
oner and  ranger;  that  he  was  just  holding  back ;  that  he  was  going  to 
put  me  in  as  circuit  clerk  on  the  Eadical  ticket,  or  wanted  to  do  it,  and  I 
told  him  I  was  not  that  kind  of  a  cat;  I  was  a  Democrat,  and  always 
had  been,  and  always  expected  to  be.  And  he  said  he  knew  I  had  a  big 
influence  with  darkies — more  than  any  other  man — and  he  would  like 
to  have  me  on  that  ticket.  I  told  him  I  could  not  do  it;  that  I  should 
use  my  influence  for  the  Democratic  ticket.  "  Well,"  he  said,  "  we  have 
got  the  dead  wood  on  this  ele<».tion,  and  we  are  going  to  carry  it." 

Q.  Print  Matthews  said  that  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  asked  me  where  I 
would  vote.  I  said  at  Heath's  store,  and  he  said  he  would  be  there  that 
morning.  I  said,  <^A11  right :  we  are  going  to  have  a  good  time  down 
there."    I  says, "  Come  ahead."    He  did  not  come. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Print  Matthews  well  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  as  well 
as  any  man  in  the  county. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  had  at  any  time  a  difficulty  with 
Judge  Mayes  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  either  Judge  Mayes  or  his  son  who 
came  to  me  one  evening  and  asked  three  or  four  or  Ave  of  us  to  go  to 
his  house  and  stand  guard ;  that  he  had  heard  that  Mr.  Matthews  was 
coming  there  with  a  mob  to  kill  him.  I  went  there  with  a  gun  and  staid 
all  night. 

Q.  When  was  that! — A.  I  do  not  hardly  recollect  when  it  was;  it 
was  some  time  after  1875. 

Q.  Judge  Mayes  and  Mr.  Matthews  were  brothers-in-law,  were  they 
not? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  that  he  had  heard  that  Mr,  Matthews  was 
coming  there  with  a  mob  to  kill  him. 

Q.  And  yon  helped  to  guard  his  house  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  with  you  f — A.  John  Taylor  and  one  or  two  others  were 
there  jl  do  not  know  the  others. 

Q.  Where  was  Judge  Mayes  living! — A.  On  the  road  that  leads  from 
Gallatin  to  Natchez. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
Q.  Were  you  one  of  those  gentlemen  who  rode  around  before  the  elec- 
tion f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  nothing  about  it  at  all. 

J.  M.  NoBMAN  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Saxjlsbuby  : 

Question.  You  are  the  chancery  clerk  of  Copiah  County  f — Answer.  I 
have  been. 

Q.  When  was  your  term  out  1 — ^A.  In  January  last. 

Q.  As  chancery  clerk  was  it  or  not  your  duty  to  ascertain  the  condition 
of  the  business  of  the  officers  of  the  county  at  the  close  of  their  terms  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  audited  the  accounts  of  public  officers. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  what  was  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  Copiah 
County  when  the  boaid  of  supervisors  cameintoofficet — A.  In  the  county 
general  fund,  in  round  numbers,  there  was  about  $13,000  in  cash.  There 
was  a  school  debt  of  probably  |3,000,  about. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  county  when  they 
went  oat  of  office  t— A.  The  county  was  in  debt,  and,  as  near  as  I^cau 
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come  at  it  (do  report  of  the  treasurer  having  been  made  for  a  month  or 
two  before  my  term  expired),  it  was  between  $15,000  and  $20,000  that 
the  county  was  in  debt,  as  I  estimated  it. 
Q.  That  was  on  the  general  fund  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  entirely  on  the 

feneral  fund.  I  think  the  county  must  have  been  in  debt  $12,000  or 
13,000  on  the  general  fund. 

Q.  During  that  time  who  was  the  county  treasurer! — A.  First  Mr.  W. 
L.  Ainsworth.    He  died  and  his  brother  was  then  elected. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Ainsworth  an  Independent  Republican  or  Democrat!— 
A.  Mr.  Wesley  Ainsworth  was  an  Independent. 

Q.  After  his  death  his  brother  was  appointed  ! — ^A.  He  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Q.  Elected  by  whom,  the  supervisors! — A.  No,  sir;  by  the  popular 
vote.    There  were  several  candidates  who  run. 

Q.  Who  was  the  bondsman  of  the  successor  to  Mr.  Ainsworth  ! 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  who  was  the  bondsman  of  the  second 
Mr.  Ainsworth  ! 

Mr.  Saulsbury.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  and  his  family,  his  brothers  and 
either  his  mother  or  his  wife,  I  do  not  recollect  which ;  one  of  the  ladies, 
though. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  who  had  charge  of  the  funds  of  the  county  while  he 
was  in  office  !— A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Matthews  had  charge  of  the  fumlsand 
made  the  reports. 

Q.  Were  the  funds  kept  in  the  county  safe  ! — A.  No,  sir;  they  were 
not. 

Q.  Where  were  they  kept !— A.  I  heard  Mr.  Matthews  say  when  he 
took  it  out  that  he  had  a  safe  down  in  his  store  to  keep  it  in. 

Q.  Did  he  take  charge  of  the  funds  when  the  funds  came  in,  and  take 
them  to  his  store  ! — A.  I  never  saw  him  take  the  money  out  of  the  sher- 
ifi'^s  office,  but  I  never  saw  the  treasurer  come  up  there  to  get  the  money 
unless  Mr.  Matthews  or  one  of  his  brothers  was  with  him.  1  did  see 
them  one  time  with  the  money  carrying  it  off. 

Q.  You  heard  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  say  that  he  kept  it  at  the  store  !^ 
A.  No,  sir;  I  heard  him  say  that  he  had  a  safe  in  his  store;  not  to  pat 
the  money  in  the  county  safe;  that  he  had  a  safe  in  his  store. 

Q  The  first  Mr.  Ainsworth  that  died,  was  he  in  default  to  the 
county  !— A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  was  his  defalcation  f— A.  About  $1,900, 1  think. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  What  office  do  you  say  you  held  ! — ^A.  Clerk  of  the  chancery  court 

Q.  As  clerk  of  the  chancery  court,  was  it  your  duty  to  investigate  the 
accounts  of  the  other  officers! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  also  ex  officio  derk 
of  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  and  also  auditor  of  aceounis  of  pub* 
lie  officers. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  the  last  examination  ! — A.  I  said  the  Meas- 
urer made  his  last  report  a  month  or  two  betbre  my  term  expired. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  your  last  investigation ! — ^A.  Well,  I  said 
this 

Q.  I  ask  you  when  yon  made  your  last  investigation  ! — A.  I  never 
said  I  made  an  investigation.  I  said  according  to  my  estimate  and  mjr 
book,  the  book  before  me  and  the  report 

Q.  That  the  town  or  county  owed  $13,000!— A.  The  county  owed 
$12,000  or  $13,000  on  account  of  the  county  general  fund,  and  con- 
siderable on  account  of  the  school  fund. 
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Q.  That  was  when  tr-A.  I  went  out  of  office  in  January. 

Q.  When  was  this  that  yon  made  your  estimate  t — A,  Just  before  I 
went  ont  of  office.  I  posted  up  the  books  to  the  date  that  I  went  out  of 
o£Qce. 

Q.  When  was  thatt — ^A.  The  first  Monday  of  January  of  this  year, 
1884. 

Q.  How  did  I  understand  yon  to  explain  that  the  debt  of  the  town 
and  connty  had  increased ;  increased  from  what  time  t — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  anytiiing  about  the  town  debt. 

Q.  Well,  about  the  county  debt! — ^A.  The  board  of  supervisors  that 
have  just  gone  out  of  office  went  into  office  the  first  Monday  of  January, 
18^.  In  May  of  that  year  the  treasurer  made  a  report,  and  there  were 
$13,000  in  round  numbers  (I  do  not  know  the  odd  numbers)  in  the  county 
general  fuud,  and  the  county  was  in  debt  about  $3,000  on  the  school 
land.    There  were  two  different  funds. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  get,  at  is  this :  you  are  undertaking  to  show  that 
somebody  increased  the  debt  of  that  county,  are  you  not! — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  suppose  so. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  debt  increased  and  under  whose  administration 
was  it  increased  f — A.  I  say  it  was  increased  under  the  administration 
of  the  last  board  .of  supervisors,  the  one  that  has  just  gone  out  of  office. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  say  it  was  increased  under  them  f — A.  We  had 
no  debt.  If  you  would  take  $3,000  out  of  $13,000,  and  pay  the  school 
debt)  the  county  would  have  been  ahead  $10,000  on  ev^y thing.  When 
I  went  out  of  office  it  was  in  debt,  according  to  the  nearest  estimate 
that  I  could  make,  between  $15,000  and  $20,000. 

Q.  That  is  to  say,  there  had  been  an  increase  of  indebtedness  of 
$25,000 :  is  that  what  you  mean  t — ^A.  Well,  they  spent  the  money  they 
had  and  got  the  county  in  debt  that  much. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  with  it  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  They  appropri- 
ated it  in  various  ways. 

Q.  To  what  t — ^A.  I  can  give  you  one  item.  There  was  a  bridge  which 
cost  $9,000. 

Q.  Was  the  bridge  built  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  paid  for i— A.  !^o,  sir;  it  is  not  paid  for. 

Q.  It  is  a  part  of  the  debt  against  the  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  did  they  do  t — A.  I  believe  they  declared  a  great  many 
persons  paupers  over  the  county,  and  permitted  their  friends  to  take 
care  of  them  and  paid  them  for  it  from  three  to  six  or  eight  dollars  a 
month. 

Q.  How  much  did  that  amount  to  t — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  That  is  to  say  they  took  care  of  the  paupers,  and  that  is  a  charge. 
What  else  did  they  run  in  debt  fort — ^A.  My  dear  sir,  I  could  not  tell 
you  everything  they  run  in  debt  for. 

Q.  I  thought  you  made  a  careful  estimate  of  this  whole  thing  so  as  to 
be  able  to  instruct  the  committee  in  regard  to  itt — A.  I  did  not  make  a 
careful  investigation  to  instruct  this  committee,  because  I  have  never 
looked  at  the  lK)ok  since. 

Q.  What  did  you  make  the  investigation  forf — ^A.  Because  I  was 
auditor  of  the  county. 

.Q.  Did  you  net  audit  all  the  bills  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  how  could  you  make  your  estimate  t — ^.A.  My  duties  as  auditor 
were  these 

Q.  I  know  what  the  duties  of  an  auditor  are! — ^A.  Probably  yon  do 
generally,  but  not  under  that  law,  may  be. 
1608  CONG — 00 35 
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Q.  You  may  state. — A.  It  was  my  duty  to  det^his.  Any  officer  who 
wished  to  pay  money  into  the  treMoiy,  I  woold  give  the  treasure  an 
order  to  reoeive  it,  dieck  his  receipt,  and  charge  the  money  against  him 
and  credit  the  officer  who  paid  it  in.  When  the  treasurer  made  a  set- 
tlement witii  the  board  of  supervisors  and  they  made  allowances  to  the 
treasurer  for  the  vouchers  returned  I  gave  him  credit  for  those  voudiers. 

Q«  But  you  said  yon  made  an  estimate  which  showed  that  the  coonty 
had  been  run  in  debt  flrom  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  I  want  to 
know  how  you  made  up  the  estimate! — A.  I  issued  warrants  on  the 
treasurer.  Those  warrants  are  registered  and  the  treasurer  takes  them 
up  and  returns  them  as  his  vouchers,  and  they  are  then  canceled. 

Q.  You  then  charged  as  the  debt  <»  the  county  all  tiie  warrants  that 
had  been  issued  and  had  not  been  returned  as  canceled  f — A.  Yes,  dr. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  how  much  money  the  treasurer  had  in  his 
handi/f — A^  I  know  that  by  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  the  time 
they  commenced  paying  taxes.  I  know  there  was  nothing  in  the  treas- 
ury when  they  commeiMsed  paying  taxes. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  be  understood  here  as  swearing,  under  the  solem- 
nity of  an  oath,  that  Print  Matthews  was  a  defiuilter  f — A.  No,  sir;  I 
was  not  talking  about  Print  Matthews. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  testify  that  Print  Matthews  had  any  power  or 
control  over  them  and  ran  that  county  in  debt ;  he  was  not  in  offlee,. 
was  he  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  the  reason  he  was  holding  the  money  of  that 
county  was  because  he  had  gone  on  the  bond  of  the  treasurer  and  as 
security  for  himself  f — A.  I  l£iink  that  was  one  reason. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  us  to  understand  that  Print  Matthews  had  been  do- 
ing anything  which  did  bring,  or  was  bringii^,  the  county  into  debtt^ 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that. 

Q.  Was  not  Print  Matthews  able  to  respond  to  any  debt  of  that 
county  any  day  or  hour  f  Had  he  not  property  ^lough  to  respond  to 
any  debt  that  he  ever  owed  the  county  t--«-A.  So  feo*  as  I  know,  he  had; 
I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  habit  of  the  treasurer  of  that  county  before  Mr. 
Ainsworth  became  treasurer  to  deposit  the  money  of  the  county  in  the 
various  safes  in  the  city,  t 

The  Witness.  The  first  Ainsworth  f 

Mr.  Fbtb.  Yes :  bi^ore  he  got  the  county  safe. 
•  The  Witness.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  Did  they  not  have  an  old  county  safe  which  was  rather  a  poor 
one! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  habit  of  the  treasur^^  before  that  time  to  dqM^t 
the  county  money  in  various  places  where  they  thought  it  would  be 
safe! — A.  It  was. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  not  safe  in  the  safe  of  Mr.  Matthews  t— A.  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  was  as  safe  in  the  safle  of  Mr.  MatOiews  as  ib 
half  a  dozen  safes  around  in  the  county! — A.  I  expect  it  was. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Matthews  safe  bought  by  the  county  t — ^A.  I  do  not 
know.  Mr.  Matthews  bought  a  safe  and  wanted  a  committee,  of  whidi 
I  was  one,  to  take  it  for  the  county. 

Q.  Did  he  not  buy  it  for  the  county  t~A.  He  might  bafre  bougbft  it 
for  the  county. 

Q.  Did  the  county  take  itt — ^A.  No,  air. 

Q.  They  bought  anothert— A.  Yes,  air. 
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By  Mr.  Saulgehurt: 

Q.  Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  the  impression  and  belief  through  the  conn  ty^ 
that  the  management  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  coanty  by  the  lute 
board  of  supervisors  was  an  unwise  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
to  the  detriment  of  the  tax-payers  of  that  county! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  will 
'State  here,  if  you  will  permit  me,  in  regard  to  that;  I  do  not  care  about 
being  a  volunteer  witness  in  the  matter,  however. 

Q.  If  you  know  anything  just  tell  it — ^A.  The  way  in  which  the  county 
general  fund  was  brought  into  debt  was  this :  Our  schools  are  taught 
there  and  the  scholastic  year  commences  in  January.  The  financial  year 
commenced  the  first  of  October,  when  they  commenced  collecting  tues. 
The  schools  are  taught  before  the  tax  is  levied  to  pay  for  them,  and 
the  warrants  arejsold.  Mr.  Matthews,  by  his  influence  with  the  board 
of  supervisors,  had  them  levy  a  5-miIl  school  tio,  which  is  2  mills  more 
than  the  law  permitted. 

By  Mr.  Frte  : 
Q.  He  increased  it;  he  raised  more  money,  yon  sayt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  do  not  say  that  be  violated  the  law,  but  the  board  of  supervisors  did 
it  They  levied  only  2^  mills  for  the  county  general  purposes,  and  on 
that  account  the  county  general  fund  was  exhausted  within  a  y^ar  from 
the  time  the  first  report  was  made  after  that  board  went  into  office. 
Mr.  Matthews  had  the  money  in  his  safe,  and  as  the  school  money  would 
come  in  he  would  buy  school  warrants  on  the  street,  and  could  cash  his 
warrants. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Matthews  bought  those  warrants  at  a 
discount t — A.  I  only  know  this,  that  the  teachers  would  tell  me  who 
they  sold  iixeir  warrants  to,  and  what  they  got  for  them. 

Q.  Out  of  the  county  money  in  his  safe  at  the  same  time  that  he 
bought  those  warrants  and  paid  for  them  ! — ^A.  I  would  not  say  that. 
He  had  money  all  the  time,  and  the  money  went  into  the  safe. 

By  Mr.  Fryb  : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Matthews,  contrary  to  law,  took  the 
money  of  Copiah  County  and  bought  warrants  with  them-f— A.  !No» 
sir :  I  do  not  say  that. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  was  any  wrong  if  I  held  a  warrant 
against  Copiah  County  which  was  not  due,  in  Mr.  Matthews  buying  it ! — 
A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  I  compelled  a  discount  of  5  per  cent., 
or  you  held  a  warrant  and  were  willing  to  pay  a  discount  of  5  per  cent., 
I  did  any  wrong  in  buying  it! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Matthews  fraudulently  took 
the  money  of  the  county  and  purchased  county  warrants  t — ^A.  No,  sir ; 
I  said  the  money  was  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

Q.  But  that  was  simply  in  Mr.  Matthews's  safe  for  safe  keeping  and 
to  secure  him  against  lossf — ^A.  And  he,  Mr.  Matthews,  paid  money  oat 
on  warrants. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  Mr.  Matthews  took  the  county  mon^y  and  bought 
warrants  1 — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  said  that. 

Q.  Did  you  not  trade  in  warrants  t — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Never? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Did  not  your  wife  buy  any  t— A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  did  your  wife  buy  1— A.  Probably  four  or  five  hundred 
dollan^  worth. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  think  your  wife  committed  any  unpardonable  sin  which 
would  justify  the  white  people  of  Copiah  Uonnty  moideiing  her  becMBe 
Bhe  bought  warrants  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q«  How  much  schools  do  you  have  in  Oopiah  Ck>un1y  t 

The  Witness.  What  do  you  mean— the  length  of  timet 

Mr.  Prye.  Yes,  what  length  of  time  f 

The  Witness.  Four  months.  We  had  Ave  months  schools  three  yean 
ago,  I  think. 

Q.  How  much  money  do  you  raise  for  all  school  purposes  in  thecounty 
of  Copiah  a  year  f — A.  I  reckon  nearly  $11,000. 

Q.  For  the  whole  county  of  Copiah  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  furnishes  you  with  schools  four  months  in  the  yearf— A. 
No.  sir:  we  get  other  funds ;  we  get  some  from  the  State. 

Q.  What  do  you  get  from  the  State ;  how  much  ddes  the  county  get 
from  the  State  f — A.  That  varies.  Let  me  see  if  I  can  tdl  about  tbe 
lowest  we  have  gotten  in  a  year. 

Q.  Give  the  highest.— A.  Probably  $4,000. 

Q.  Making  $15,000  in  all !— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  a  county  of  how  many  inhabitants  f — A.  Twenty-seven  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Q.  Which  cast  a  vote  of  five  to  six  thousand  ! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Which  has  a  voting  population  of  five  to  six  thousand  t— A.  Yee, 
sir ;  that  is.  there  are  that  many  registered. 

Q.  That  lumishes  you  with  schools  for  four  months  in  the  year  t— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  any  justification  for  the  killing  of  Print  Mat- 
thews that  he  wanted  to  increase  that  amount  of  money  and  raise  more 
for  school  purposes! — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  idea  it  was  any  jnstiiiea- 
tion  for  killing  him. 

Q.  Do  you  think  his  providing  the  county  of  Copiah  with  bridges, 
and  in  other  ways  increasing  the  debt  in  some  two  or  three  years  $10,000, 
was  any  justification  to  the  white  men  of  Copiah  County  in  going  anMind 
and  beating  negroes,  shooting  into  their  houses,  and  killing  some,  in 
order  to  overcome  the  party  which  had  brought  it  in  debtt— A.  It 
they  did  it  1  do  not  think  it  justified  them  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  slightest  justification  f— A.  Not  if  they 
did  it. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  they  did  itt — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  there  were  any  negroes  shot  or  whipped  t— A 
Oh,  no,  sir;  I  do  believe  it. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  was  done  for  political  purposes  f — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not  believe  it  was  done  by  the  men  you  want  to  lay  it  to. 

Q.  You  believe  it  was  done  by  Democrats,  do  you  not  t — A.  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  were  Democrats  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  not  believe  it  was  done  to  keep  the  negroes  from  voting  f 

The  Witness.  The  shooting  them  t 

Mr.  Frye.  Yes,  and  the  pounding  them. 

The  Witness.  No,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  being  whipped;  I 
believe  one  or  two  were  for  politics. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  the  firing  of  guns  around  through  beat  3  ftr  a 
fortnight  before  election  was  done  to  frighten  the  negroes  t^A.  Ko* 
sir ;  the  negroes  are  not  afraid  of  guns ;  they  are  shooting  all  the  time; 
tliey  carry  guns  all  the  time. 

Q.  Are  they  not  afraid  of  guns  in  the  hands  of  white  Democntst— 
A.  Yes,  if  they  thought  they  were  going  to  shoot  them  they  would  be. 
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Dakiel  Pbioe  (oolored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  JoNAS : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ! — ^Answer.  In  Copiah  Goonty. 

Q.  la  what  part  of  the  county  t — ^A.  Beat  4. 

Q.  What  is  your  voting  placet — ^A.  Carpenter's  Station, 

Q.  Have  yon  lived  there  longf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  colored  people  in  that  part  of  the  connty,  in  yoni 
beat,  pretty  well  t — ^A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  What  were  your  politics  last  election  f— A.  My  politics  was  Dem- 
ocratic 

Q.  Did  you  organize  a  Democratic  dnb  out  in  your  beat  t— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Were  you  president  of  itt— A.  I  was  chairman  and  vice-president. 

Q.  How  many  members  did  it  have  f — A.  I  do  not  know  exactly. 
The  first  night  we  organized  the  club,  as  near  as  I  can  come  at  it,  there 
was  about  forty  or  forty-flve. 

Q.  Were  there  more  afterwards  f — ^A.  WeU,  it  didn't  increase.  Yes, 
it  increased  some  for  three  or  four  nights,  and  then  after  that  it  didn't 
increase  any.    I  think  it  got  up  to  about  forty  or  fifty. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  speakers  address  you  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  all  vote  at  the  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  we  idl  voted. 

Q.  Was  it  a  peaceable,  quiet  election  out  your  way  f — A.  They  had  a 
little  disturbance  there  in  the  morning  before  I  got  there  at  tibe  elec- 
tion, but  I  never  saw  it,  and  after  that  it  was  peace  and  quietness  all 
the  way  through. 

Q.  Did  both  parties  votet — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  both  parties  voted. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  colored  men  in  that  part  of  the  county 
were  favorable  to  Mr.  Matthews's  influence  or  notf — ^A.  No,  sir;  they 
waanot 

Q.  Were  they  tired  of  it »— A.  They  was. 

Q.  Did  they  want  him  to  come  down  and  address  them  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  about  itf— A.  Well,  they  held  a  little  meeting 
there,  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Brown,  I  believe;  I  do  not  know  that  gentle- 
man, a  witness  who  was  here  to-day ;  they  held  a  meeting  there  at  the 
chnich  one  night,  and  I  did  not  turn  out.  I  did  not  know  it  in  fact^ 
Dot  until  night,  and  Mr.  Fulghum,  a  citizen  who  lived  down  there  among 
us,  he  came  to  me  next  morning,  at  least  I  went  to  the  store,  and  he 
asked  me  why  I  was  not  at  the  meeting  last  night.  He  says,  <^  We  had 
a  glorious  meeting  out  there,"  and  he  says  he  never  was  so  well  satisfied 
in  his  life  to  see  the  colored  people  join  together  and  think  of  their  own 
interests.  I  asked  him  how  they  turned  out,  and  he  said  that  the  speak- 
ers did  not  really  have  time  to  speak  from  the  colored  people  wanting 
to  speak,  and  his  remark  was  to  me  of  that  meeting  that  night,  that  the 
colored  people  was  wanting  to  speak  in  regard  to  not  any  of  them  hear- 
ing anything  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  to  say  if  he  came  down  there  and 
spoke  among  them.  In  a  short  while  after  that  we  formed  a  club  over 
there  at  Carpenter's,  and  Mr.  Fulghum  was  president  and  I  was  the  vice, 
and  the  majority  of  the  colored  that  night  and  myself  (I  offered  it  to  the^ 
hoQse)  agreed  to  appoint  a  committee  to  send  up  to  Hazlehurst  to  invite 
Mr.  Matthews  not  to  come  down  there,  for  we  thought  that  it  was  best 
for  him  to  stay  where  he  was,  and  it  was  the  best  for  us  to  stay  where 
we  were,  as  we  were  at  home  and  he  was  at  home. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  want  him  to  speak  t — ^A.  No,  sir.  But  that  was 
not  exactly  carried  out,  but  it  was  the  testimony  of  nearly  every  friend 
to  the  black  people  down  in  that  settlement  that  they  really  was  tired 
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of  this,  that,  and  the  other,  and  they  have  got  qualified  at  honie,  and 
they  meau  to  proclaim  that  the  geDtlemen  they  lives  with  is  their  best 
friends,  and,  gentlemen,  honestly,  they  are.  They  piomise  us  all  oar 
rights  and  oar  free  privileges  and  everything  and  do  honestly,  and  has 
sipee  some  years  ago  dealt  with  us  in  a  manner  to  make  us  think  and 
believe  and  know  that  they  is  our  dependence  in  a  'casion  of  a  stress. 

Q.  You  prefer  to  depend  on  them  than  on  the  managers  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
And  we  went  on,  and  Mr.  Dodds  and  Mr.  Meade  and  Mr.  Burnet  came 
down  there  and  made  a  speech  after  all  of  this.  They  spoke  to  q&  I  win 
say  this,  there  were  some  that  took  an  inter^t  in  Mr.  Bumetfs  speedi, 
but  the  majority  taken  more  interest  and  seemed  to  be  more  satisfied 
with  Mr.  Dodds's  and  Mr.  Meade's  speech  than  they  was  with  his,  and 
did  say  that  they  would  really  vote  for  them — ^forMr.  Dodds — and  vote 
a  square  Democratic  ticket,  and  tbey  would  wish  not  to  be  disturbed 
and  bothered  in  it.  And  when  we  came  to  the  polls,  on  Monday  be- 
fore I  got  there,  there  was  a  disturbance,  and  after  the  disturbance— 
the  white  people  had  a  little  disturbance,  that  is  to  say — and  aft^  this 
me  and  Mr.  Jones  out  there  got  to  arguing,  and  there  was  another  word 
Or  two  spoken,  but  not  any  so  much  at  aU,  and  that  was  soon  settled, 
and  after  that  it  was  carried  out  quiet  and  peaceable  as  I  saw.  I  won^ 
say,  for  instance,  how  many,  but  I  saw  the  colored  and  white  just  walk 
right  square  to  the  polls,  and  I  did  hear  Mr.  R.  B.  Mims  say  to  the  col- 
orod  this,  '^Oome  right  up,  gentlemen,  and  vote  any  ticket  you  i^ease; 
rote  it  wide  open  if  you  want  to ;  you  won't  be  hurt  here  today;  just 
vote  any  ticket  you  please."  He  stated  that  in  that  house.  And  there 
^as  a  man  on  his  place — I  lives  on  it  myself— the  msm  on  his  place,  his 
profe^ion  is  a  Badical,  and  there  was  some  talk  of  being  bulldozed,  and 
made  to  turn  over  or  turn  away  or  something,  and  he  got  uneasy,  and 
be  went  to  Mr.  Mims  and  asked  him  about  those  things,  and  Mr.  Minm, 
to  him  in  my  ])resence,  he  said,  "  Joe  Womack,  you  live  on  my  pdaee, 
and  I  think  as  much  of  your  labor  as  I  do  of  the  best  Democratic  labor 
that  lives  in  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  your  labor  is  what  1  think  of  yoa. 
and  my  money  is  what  you  think  of  me.  You  go  right  up  to  the  polls 
the  day  of  the  election,  and  you  vote  any  ticket  you  may  want  to  vote, 
and  I  will  see  that  you  aint  hurt,  let  you  be  Badical  or  Democrat."  That 
satisfied  him,  and  he  went  home  satisfied. 

J.  L.  Mbadb  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  t — Answer.  In  Hazlehursc,  G<qnali 
County,  Mississippi. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Copiah  County  t — ^A.  Since  8c|h 
tember,  1880. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession  or  business  f — A.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Q.  Were  you  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Demooratie 
party  at  the  last  election  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether,  as  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  of 
Copiah  County,  yon  ever,  during  the  canvass,  encouraged  lawlessness 
or  violence  by  the  Democrats  of  that  county  f — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  There  has  i^een  some  testimony  given  as  to  armed  men  coming  into 
Hazlehurst  on  the  day  preceding  the  election.  Had  you  any  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  on  that  day  in  reference  to  that  matt^  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  state  what  the  conversation  was. — A.  On  ttie  day  hefore 
ihe  election  it  was  understood  that  there  would  be  a  crowd  in  town  that 
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day.  That  fiict  seeoied  to  give  some  alarm  to  Mr.  Matthews^  so  the  city 
marshal  reported  to  me,  and  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  seen  him 
60  two  or  three  different  oecasions,  telling  him  that  he  was  uneasy ;  that 
his  family  was  sick  (I  believe  his  daughter  was  sick  and  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Ed.  Matthews,  the  postmaater,  was  sick),  and  that  he  was  fearful  his 
family  would  be  disturbed  or  molested.  I  told  the  city  marshal  that 
there  was  no  danger  in  my  judgm^it;  that  no  one  intended  to  molest 
him  at  all.  The  city  marshal  told  me  that  he  had  endeavored  to  assure 
Mr.  Matthews  of  that  fact,  and  told  him  that  I  would  do  what*  I  could  to 
pievent  anything  of  the  kind.  He  said  Mr.  Matthews's  reply  was  that 
he  would  rather  see  it  than  to  hear  of  it,  and  he  asked  me  to  go  with 
him  and  tell  Mr.  Matthews  that  I  did  not  think  there  would  be  any 
daager,  and  to  give  him  some  consolation  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  did 
80.  I  went  up  to  the  store  where  there  were  present  Mr.  Print  Mat- 
thews, Mr.  Ed.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Leon  Matthews,  and  after  some  talk 
with  them  I  told  them  what  I  had  heiuxl,  and  told  them  that  if  any  one 
midertook  to  interfere  with  their  families  that  day  that  I  would  assist 
them  in  protecting  them  |  however,  that  I  believed  there  was  no  danger, 
hot  if  any  distnrrance  did  occur  in  regard  to  their  fiftmiliea  that  I  would 
take  sides  with  them  and  do  what  I  could  in  protecting  them.  I  ftirther 
stated  to  Mr.  Matthews  that  I  would  pledge  him  my  word  that  a  gun 
should  not  be  fired  by  that  crowd  on  the  east  side  of  the  railroad,  th^is 
theside  on  which  they  lived,  all  of  them.  Mr.  Matthews  thanked  me  and 
apparently  with  some  gratitude.  Mr.  Ed.  Matthews  said  they  would 
defend  themselves.  I  told  him  I  thought  he  would  make  a  poor  out  at 
that  if  he  undertook  that  game  at  defending  himself,  if  that  was  his  in- 
tention. If  you  want  my  exact  language  I  can  give  it.  That  is  the 
SQbstanoe  of  it 

The  CHURMANi  You  had  better  give  your  exact  language  where  you 
remember  it. 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  given  your  exact  language  f 

The  WETNESS.  Noj  sir;  I  have  not. 

The  Chairman.  You  had  better  give  the  exact  language. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary,  that  expresses  the 
sense. 

The  Chairman.  Oive  your  exact  language. 

The  Witness.  Well,  I  told  him  h^  would  play  hell  at  that. 

By  Mr.  Saulsburt: 
Q.  There  was  no  disturbance  of  Mr.  Matthews's  family  on  that  occa- 
sion, was  there t— A.  No,  sir;  I  started  to  go  on  and  relate.  After  I 
learned  that  the  crowd  was  near  town,  I  rode  out  and  told  them  the  con- 
dition of  Mr.  Matthews's  family,  and  told  them  that  I  had  pledged  in 
their  name  that  no  disturbance  would  occur,  and  that  no  gun  should  be 
fired  on  that  side  of  the  railroad,  and  asked  them  to  carry  it  out  Then  I 
came  on  back  to  town.  When  they  came  nearer  still,  inside  of  the  corpo- 
ration, the  members  of  the  band  went  out.  I  went  with  the  band,  and 
as  it  started  in  town  agam  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  band  fbr  the  purpose, 
and  leaned  over  and  whispered  to  the  leader  as  I  turned  the  comer  for 
him  to  turn  too,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  the  procession  would  follow,  too, 
in  that  wa^.  1  turned  them  around  and  brought  them  up  to  the  court- 
house agam.  In  the  evening  they  passed  in  firont  of  Mr.  Matthews's 
house,  but  there  was  no  disturbance.  It  was  quiet  and  orderly  when 
they  passed  there.  As  they  passed  throQgb  town  at  first  they  would 
be  waived  to  and  would  return  the  salute,  but  when  they  pasised  Mr. 
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MatthewB's  house  it  was  as  quiet  and  orderly  a  crowd  as  eould  have 
been. 

Q.  DidyoutellMr.  W.  P.Wareat  any  timethatthecumouwasflied 
as  a  signal  of  Mr.  Matthews  death,  or  in  any  way  expressing  the  grati- 
fication of  anybody  at  his  death  t — ^A.  Most  positively  and  emphi^cally 
I  did  not. 

Q.  Has  it,  or  has  it  not,  been  customary  in  that  county  for  political 
parties  to  take  with  them  a  cannon  when  going  to  attend  political  meet- 
ings for  tiie  purpose  of  making  the  announcement  of  the  meetangt— A. 
I  think  it  has  been ;  it  has  been  since  I  have  been  there,  and  this  is  the 
second  canvass  I  have  been  through  since  I  have  been  there ;  it  has  beeo 
in  other  parts  of  the  State,  I  know. 

Q.  Was,  or  was  not,  that  the  object  of  taking  this  cannon  or  gon  that 
night  t — A.  I  thought  so.  I  never  went  with  the  cannon,  but  my  und^- 
standing  was  it  was  to  cheer  our  si>eakers  when  speaking,  and  use  them, 
as  we  had  been  using  them,  in  processions.  I  would  like  to  explain  my 
answer  in  justice  to  Mr.  Ware.  I  will  say  he  might  have  misunderstood 
me. 

Q.  Make  your  explanation  if  you  desire.*-A.  Mr.  Ware  asked  me 
why  the  cannon  fired;  it  was  some  time  after  it  had  fired  when  he  asked 
me:  I  told  him  that  I  understood  that  itwas  fired  as  a  signal  by  a  previooa 
unaerstanding  with  the  club  in  the  town,  or  citizens  in  town  and  thoee 
out  of  town,  that  in  case  we  had  trouble  and  needed  help  or  anvthiog 
of  that  kind  the  gun  should  firo  once  as  a  signal  of  distress,  ana  tiioee 
who  heard  it  should  come  in  to  our  assistance.  I  told  him  that  As  to 
telling  him  it  was  a  signal  for  Mr.  Matthews's  death  I  could  not  have 
done  that,  for  I  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Matthews  was  to  be  killed. 

Q.  Was  thero  or  not  much  excitement  during  the  politicid  canvass  in 
your  county  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  deal  of  excitement;  the  excitemeot 
ran  very  high. 

Q.  State  some  of  the  causes  which  led  to  that,  which  produced  Uiat  ex- 
citement in  the  county  in  the  canvass. — ^A.  The  causes  were  numerous; 
it  would  be  difficult  to  state  all  of  them.  One  was  the  fecur  that  Mr. 
Matthews  and  his  crowd  would  continue,  or  would  get  possession  of  the 
county  government.  Another  was  that  we  wero  constantly  in  i^pre- 
hension  of  danger — I  mean  of  a  personal  nature  or  character — from  Mr. 
Matthews's  language,  firom  his  threats,  and  from  his  conduct<.  I  re- 
member on  one  occasion  it  was  currontly  reported,  and  generally  be- 
lieved, it  seemed  to  me,  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  Instsructed  the  negroes 
to  attend  a  certain  meeting  that  he  had  called  in  the  town  of  Hazle- 
hurst,  and  to  come  armed.  That  caused  some  excitement  When  Mr. 
Burnet  was  shot  it  was  stated,  and  came  from  the  other  side,  that  it  was 
done  by  order  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee.  Tnat  crated 
indignation,  and  that  caused  some  excitement.  There  were  various 
other  things. 

Q.  The  Democratic  executive  committee  had  never  ordered  the  shoot- 
ing of  Mr.  Burnet  f — A.  Well,  if  they  did  I  was  absent  at  the  time ;  1 
did  not  proside  at  that  meeting.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  executive  com- 
mittee knew  nothing  about  it.  We  did  not  know  that  he  was  going  to 
take  his  knife  and  cut  at  Mr.  Hart,  and  that  caused  him  to  be  shot. 
They  could  not  have  been  possibly  prophets  enough  to  have  foresee 
that  he  intended  to  do  that,  and  he  was  not  in  confidential  relations  with 
them,  and  could  not  have  told  them. 

Q.  A  part  of  the  excitement,  I  understand  you  to  say  then,  grew  oat 
of  the  various  rumors  of  threats  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Matthews  and  his 
crowd,  as  you  call  them  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  his  crowd  of  negroes  and  a&de^ 
strikers. 
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By  the  Chaibhan  : 
Q.  Were  you  afraid  that  this  party  whom  you  called  the  crowd  of  ne- 
groes and  understrikerB  would  constitute  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Copiah  County  f — ^A.  I  was  afraid  they  woul4  get  in  possession  of  the 


Q.  Were  you  afraid  they  would  get  in  possession  of  the  offices  in  any 
other  way  than  by  being  elected  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  excitement,  so  much  of  it  as  they  attribute  to  that,  was  the 
fear  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Copiah  County  would  elect  cer- 
tain persons  to  the  public  offices.  Now,  do  you  agree  with  some  of  the 
other  Democratic  witnesses  here  that  the  Bepublican  ticket'  or  Inde- 
pendent ticket  was  composed  of  very  good  men  in  that  election  f — A. 
8ome  of  them  were  good,  but  all  of  them  were  under  Mr.  Matthews's  in- 
flnence,  which  made  them  all  bad. 

Q.  But  they  were  good  men  in  other  respects  t — ^A.  I  regarded  some 
of  them  as  being  good. 

Q.  Some  of  them  were  good,  but  all  of  them  bad,  as  I  understand  your 
answer^ — A.  Very  well,  if  you  understand  it  in  that  way.    I  did  not  say 

80. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  some  were  good  men. — ^A.  Yes,  sir  j 
bnt  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Matthews  they  were  all  bad  men. 

Q.  Some  were  good  personally,  but  all  bad  in  fact,  tihen  politics 
were  concerned  t — ^A.  7es,  sir ;  when  they  were  influenced  by  Mr.  Mat- 
thews. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  being  influenced  by  Mr.  Matthews  f — ^A. 
Contnriled  entirely  by  him. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  thatf — ^A.  The  ordinary  definition  of  the 
word  controlled,  that  is  all  I  mean.  I  suppose  you  understand  what 
*' controlled  means.'' 

Q.  Suppose  the  minority  of  the  people  of  Copiah  County  choose  to 
elect  to  their  public  offices  some  men  otherwise  good,  but  under  the  in- 
flaence  of  a  person  whose  influence  you  regard^  as  bad.  I  ask  you  if 
you  think  that  is  a  reason  for  using  force  and  violence  at  the  election  f 
The  W)Tii£8S.  Do  you  speak  of  the  past  or  is  it  a  hypothetical 
question  t 

The  Chaibman.  It  is  a  hypothetical  question,  but  it  is  based  on  what 
1  understand  to  be  your  previous  answer. 
The  Witness.  Well,  let  us  hear  it  again. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  think,  during  that  election,  that  these  men, 
otherwise  good,  were  likely  to  be  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Matthews, 
which  yon  re^rded  as  bad;  and  did  you  think  that  was  sufficient 
reason  for  using  force  or  violence  to  prevent  their  election  by  a  minority 
of  the  people  f 

The  Witness.  Well,  I  say  this,  that  1  believe  that  where  such  a 
large  portion  of  that  majority  was  composed  of  ignorant  men  who  did 
not  know  what  was  good  for  them,  and  who  had  been  misled  and  mis- 
guided by  Mr.  Matthews ;  that  under  those  circumstances,  when  they 
were  not  tax  payers,  not  interested,  rather  than  give  up  the  government 
into  the  h€Uids  of  Mr.  Matthews  and  that  ignorant  crowd  (I  speak  for 
myself  now  only)  that  I  think  that  I  would  be  willing  to  use  violence 
rather  than  to  permit  it.    I  do  not  speak  for  the  Democratic  pftrty. 

Q.  Yon  would  make  a  foreible  revolution,  and  wherever  that  condi- 
tion of  things  exists  throughout  the  entire  South  you  think  it  would  be 
warranted  f — ^A.  I  am  speaking  for  myself  individually  and  not  for  the 
Democratic  piurty. 
Q.  1  am  asking  your  opinion  as  aleading  Democrat.    You  were  chair- 
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man  of  the  execatire  committee  of  the  Democratic  party  in  a  coonty 
which  has  been  testified  here  to  be  quite  equal,  and  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses think  superior,  to  the  average  of  the  State. — A.  I  was  chairman 
of  that  committee. 

Q.  You  do  think  that  under  like  circumstances  elsewhere  the  same 
thing  would  be  justifiable  and  proper,  do  you! — A.  I  do  not  say  any- 
thing about  that ;  I  have  not  thought  much  about  it  I  am  just  talking 
about  my  individual  views  in  that  particular  instance. 

Q.  Do  you  not  understand  that  the  negroes  were  turning  fiom  the 
Republican  to  the  Democratic  party  in  that  election  f — ^A.  heard  so. 

Q.  You  believed  it  t — ^A.  I  believe  a  good  many  were^  1  do  not  know 
what  the  number  was  from  the  fact  that  I  did  not  get  out  of  town  much. 

Q.  Did  you  believe  there  was  any  danger  of  Mr.  Matthews  hringing 
his  army  of  negroes  down  on  the  whites  f — A.  I  did  not  believe  he  was 
too  good  to  do  it  if  it  would  subserve  his  purposes. 

Q.  But  I  Bsk  you  whether  you  thought  there  was  any  danger  of  hta 
doing  it  f— A.  I  thought  it  was  not  unreasonable  or  improbable  that  he 
ehould. 

Q.  You  did  not  think  there  was  any  danger  of  his  doing  itt— A  I 
eay  I  did  not  think  it  was  unreasonable  or  improbable  to  expect  it  after 
the  rumors  I  heiurd.  I  heard  threats  all  through  the  canvass  that  I  was 
to  be  killed  by  Mr.  Matthews. 

Q.  Who  made  the  threats  f— A.  The  Matthewses  made  them. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  f — ^A.  I  told  you  that  I  did  not. 

Q.  I  think  you  were  one  of  the  people  he  appealed  to  for  protectioD. 
were  you  not  f — A.  Yes }  I  wa«  on  the  last  day  ot  election.  That  woula 
make  no  difference  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  promise  him  protection  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  as  much  as  I 
could  offer. 

Q.  For  his  family  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  as  much  as  I  could. 

Q.  You  did  not  promise  to  protect  him  f — ^A.  He  did  not  aay  he  was 
in  danger  himself,  and  did  not  ask  it  for  himselfl 

Q.  You  did  not  promise  it  to  him  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  because  he 
did  not  ask  me  for  himself. 

Q.  You  were  speaking  of  Mr.  Burnetts  cutting  at  somebody;  did  yoa 
eee  that  performance  yourself! — A.  Ko^.sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  present ! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  what  you  have  stated  about  that  you  get  fix>m  bearaay  f-* 
A.  I  know  it  from  the  sworn  testimony  of  gentlemen  whose  veracity  I 
do  not  doubt. 

Q.  But  you  get  it  from  information  of  others! — A.  I  get  it  from 
sworn  testimony  in  the  courts,  what  a  jury  would  act  on  under  oath. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  from  that  sworn  testimony  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Burnet  was  alone  without  any  fHends  of  his  way  of  thinking,  and  that 
Mr.  Hart  was  accompanied  by  several  white  Democratic  friends  when 
that  happened  ! — ^A.  I  do  not  so  understand  it  at  alL 

Q.  Who  was  present  in  company  with  Mr.  Hart! — ^A.  No<mewas 
in  company  with  him.  There  had  been  some  standing  on  the  omier, 
and  they  walked  off.  T.  J.  Hargrave  was  one  and  J.  K  BaUey  was  the 
other. 

Q.  Mr.  Bailey  was  quite  an  active  man  in  this  crowd  we  have  heard 
of  ! — ^A.  I  do  not  think  he  was  intentionally.  Do  you  mean  in  this  fight 
with  Mr.  Hart! 

Q.  No ;  I  mean  in  this  company  of  mounted  men  we  have  beard  so 
much  about.  Is  Mr.  Bailey  the  person  who  made  a  speech  at  this  meet- 
ing after  the  murde^c !— A.  He  made  a  speech  after  Mr.  Mattbewa  * 
kiUed. 
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Q.  Yoa  do  not  call  it  a  murder,  perhaps  t — A.  I  am  Bot  called  npon 
fx>  try  that  «a8e,  and  do  not  propose  to  express  an  opinion. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hart  a  member  of  that  cavalry  company  himself! — ^A. 
I  think  it  likely  that  he  was ;  my  belief  is  now  that  he  was. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Bailey  also  1 — ^A.  I  think  so.  There  was  no  cavalry  com- 
pany about  it.  He  was  in  the  crowd  that  came  into  town  on  Monday 
before  the  eleetion  in  line,  two  and  two.    He  was  iu  that  crowd. 

Q.  Did  they  hold  any  meeting  in  town,  that  crowd,  or  did  they  merely 
parade  the  streets  f — >A.  I  think  they  held  a  meeting.  I  was  not  pres- 
ent at  it 

Q.  They  passed  a  resolution  telling  Mr.  Matthews  not  to  vote  f ^A. 
If  they  did  I  do  not  know  of  it.  They  went  off  by  themselves  when  I 
came  up;  jast  about  that  time  they  dispersed. 

Q.  You  had  heard  they  passed  a  resolution,  or  of  their  passing  ares- 
olatiou,  warning  Mn  Matthews  not  to  vote  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir }  and  I  also 
heard  the  statement  that  Mr.  Burnet  said  it  was  in  my  handwriting. 
Q.  Please  confine  your  answer  to  the  question.-*A.  I  will  try. 
Q.  Did  you  approve  that  resolution  t 
The  WiTNBsa  Did  I  approve  itf 
The  Ghaibman.  Yes. 

The  WiTKBSS.  Well,  I  didn't  think  much  about  it. 
Q.  Do  you  now  approve  it  f — ^A.  I  think  it  is  rather  late  to  pass  judg- 
ment on  it  now. 

Q.  You  are  unwilling  to  answer  the  question  whether  you  approved 
it  or  not.  You  can  leave  it  either  way. — ^A.  I  think  it  was  a  little  ill- 
advised ;  I  will  say  that.  Possibly  it  would  have  been  better  if  it  had 
not  been  written. 

Q.  In  what  respect,  in  your  judgment,  would  it  have  been  bettert— 
A.  It  would  have  been  better  for  Mr.  Matthews. 

Q.  Was  this  crowd  of  people  who  came  in  on  horseback  that  day  on 
the  street,  tax-payers  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  generally  all  tax-payers,  were  theyt — A.  The  crowd 
generally  were  tax-payers;  they  were  not  all  tax-payers.  The  crowd 
generally  was  composed  of  tax-payers,  and  some  were  as  good  men  as 
there  are  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Quite  equal,  then,  to  the  average  of  men  everywhere,  in  your 
judgment,  with  excellent  qualities! — ^A.  I  regarded  them  as  such;  I 
did,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  say  they  were  waved  to  as  they  passed  through  town.  What 
do  you  mean  by  being  waved  to ;  having  persons  wave  their  handker- 
chiefs, ladies  and  men,  both  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  when  you  went  out  to  meet  them  that  they  were  quite 
likely  to  proceed  to  Mr.  Matt^ews's.  Did  you  not  know  that  they  had 
a  strong  feeling  against  Mr.  Matthews  when  they  came  in'f — ^A.  I  do 
not  know  and  did  not  know  they  were  coming  for  that  purpose,  but 
having  heard  it,  to  carry  out  my  promise  and  assure  myself,  I  went  to 
sje  and  did  what  I  stated. 

Q.  What  did  they  state  to  you  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  they 
made  any  particular  response,  but  I  felt  satisfied  from  the  indications 
that  they  would  do  a9 1  requested  them. 

Q.  What  made  you  think  you  should  have  that  iufluence  with  them  ? — 
A.  I  did  not  know  that  I  had. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  satisfied  they  would  do  as  you  requested 
them  1 — ^A.  I  Uiought  they  just  thought  enough  of  me  to  do  it. 

Q.  Yoa  thought  they  thought  enough  of  yoa  to  do  what  you  re- 
quested f — A«  I  did. 
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Q.  Who  was  the  city  marshal  f — A.  Mr.  A.  6.  McMaster. 

Q.  Are  you  the  editor  of  the  priDcipal  Democratic  paper  there  as  veD 
as  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  t — ^A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Were  you  then  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  During  that  time  did  you  publish  anything  in  your  paper  in  am* 
demnation  of  any  of  the  occurrences  which  took  place  which  have  been 
described  here,  their  going  to  the  houaes  of  colored  men.  or  the  shooting 
or  whipping^  or  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews  f — ^A.  I  did  not.  It  is  not 
our  custom  m  that  counti^  to  try  to  prejudge  a  case  before  it  comes  be- 
fore a  jury. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  this  man  had  admitted  the  killing  of  Mr. 
Matthews^  that  it  was  done  on  purpose f — ^A.  I  have  no  doubt  as  to 
who  did  it.    He  never  told  me  the  circumstances. 

Q.  Then  you  had  so  far  judged  as  to  have  no  doubt  as  to  who  did 
it. — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  any  doubt  that  it  was  done  on  purpose  and  in  puisoanoe 
of  a  plan  on  the  part  of  Wheeler  f — ^A.  I  knew  nothing  aboat  that. 

Q.  What  was  your  belief! — ^A.  I  told  you  just  now  that  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  express  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  that  case;  that  is  to  be  tried 
in  our  county. 

Q.  Whether  it  is  to  be  tried  in  your  county  or  not  we  do  not  know.-*A. 
Well,  wherever  it  is  to  be  tried. 

Q.  Tou  say  that  the  reason  that  you  made  no  comment  upon  tlie 
character  of  that  deed  in  your  paper  is,  because  you  did  not  want  to 
prejudge  a  case  that  was  to  be  tried  f — ^A.  No,  I  did  not  say  that 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  that  is  your  reason ;  what  was  your  reason,  if  that 
is  not  it  f — ^A.  I  did  not  think  it  was  becoming  at  the  time  under  tlie 
circumstances. 

Q.  Under  what  circumstances  t — ^A.  Inasmuch  as  it  had  to  be  inves- 
tigated. 

Q.  Was  that  the  reason ;  because  it  had  to  be  investigated  t— A.  That 
was  a  sufficient  reason,  I  thought 

Q.  Was  that  your  only  reason  f— A.  I  mentioned  the  ftct  and  then 
it  never  occurred  to  me  to  comment  upon  it ;  and  therefore  I  did  not 
think  or  decide  any  reason  why  I  should  not ;  it  was  not  a  habit  to  com- 
ment on  those  things,  and  it  had  not  occurred  to  me  to  oomment,  and 
therefore  I  have  no  special  reason  to  give  why  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  the  killing  of  Tom  Wallis  t— A.  I  was  not  in  the 
county:  when  I  came  home,  about  a  week  after,  I  heard  of  it 

Q.  Was  that  published  in  your  paper  or  not  f — A.  I  do  not  remember 
whether  it  was  or  not;  I  was  absent. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  the  shooting  of  Frank  Hayes  and  his  wife  t— A. 
I  don't  think  I  did :  if  I  did,  it  has  entirely  escaped  my  memoiy;  1 
do  not  think  it  would  if  I  had  heard  it 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  the  visits  to  the  houses  of  colored  men,  and  their 
fleeing  to  the  woods  in  large  numbers  t — ^A.  I  heard  something  aboat 
that 

Q.  Did  you  publish  those  facts  in  your  paper  as  news  f — ^A.  I  did  not 

Q.  You  said  nothing  about  it!— A.  I  did  not 

Q.  Did  you  attend  the  meeting  after  the  murder  of  Mr.  Matthews 
that  was  held  the  next  day  f--A.  I  attended  a  meeting  that  was  held 
the  next  day. 

Q.  Where  was  it  held  f — A.  In  Hazlehurst,  in  the  court-room. 

Q.  How  many  persons  were  present  t — ^A.  The  court-room  is  quite  s 
large  room,  and  it  was  full.  I  could  not  estimate  the  number  of  per 
sons. 
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Q.  How  many  would  it  hold,  Ave  or  six  hundred  t — ^A.  I  ahoold  think 

80. 

Q.  More  f— A.  I  coold  not  say. 

Q.  Were  you  chairman  of  that  meeting! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  called 
to  the  chair. 

Q.  Did  yon  vote  for  the  resolutions  f — ^A.  I  did  not« 

Q-  I>id  yon  approve  of  them  t — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  who  was  the  anthor  of  them  t — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Were  yon  informed  t — A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  Yon  have  no  information  f — A.  I  have  none  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  understood  they  were  in  George  Dodds's  handwriting.  I  will  hay 
that  I  did  not  want  to  preside ;  I  thought  that  some  one  eL^  had  better 
do  it;  but  it  was  insisted  on  that  I  should  take  the  chair. 

Q.  Your  refusal  to  preside  was  not  because  you  disapproved  of  the 
meeting,  but  was  on  account  of  your  modesty,  thinking  somebody  else 
would  do  that  duty  better  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir :  exactly  that. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  informed  that  tne  author  of  those  resolutions 
was  the  district  attorney,  Mr.  Miller  f — ^A.  I  never  heard  that  until  you 
asked  the  question  of  Mr.  Dodds  on  the  stand.  Inasmuch  as  it  was 
Mr.  Dodds's  handwriting  I  took  it  for  granted  that  he  wrote  them. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  this  company  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 

persons •  A.  I  did  not  say  anything  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 

persons. 

Q.  I  know;  I  say  that — they  signed  their  name,  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  they  have  been  estimated  at  that  by  witnesses.  You  say  they  were 
tax-payers,  and  as  good  citizens  as  to  be  found  anywhere  f — ^A.  I  say 
some  of  them  were. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  company  generally  so  far  as  you 
knew  itf— A.  There  were  a  good  many  young  men  who  were  inclined 
to  be  wild,  not  steady  at  all,  and  who  were  thoughtless  and  wayward, 
and  while  they  bore  a  good  character  they  were  a  little  too  reckless,  like 
all  young  men  will  be. 

Q.  Did  they  belong  to  good  families  generally  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  what 
I  call  so,  good  men. 

Q.  If  you  were  to  learn  or  to  believe  that  those  i>ersons  whom  you 
describe,  or  any  of  them,  had  gone  after  midnight  to  the  houses  of  colored 
people,  threatened  them  with  personal  injury  if  they  did  not  vole  the 
Democratic  ticket,  fired  guns  about  their  houses  to  frighten  them,  would 
that  change  your  opinion  of  their  character  f 

The  Witness.  That  they  came  from  good  families! 

The  Ohaibman.  No,  of  their  character. 

The  Witness.  It  would  seem  that,  as  I  said  just  now,  they  were  a 
little  hot  headed  and  wayward,  but  they  still  belonged  to  good  families. 

Q.  Should  you  disapprove  of  that  conduct  yourself! 

The  Witness.  Would  I ! 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  Well,  that  would  depend  on  circumstances. 

The  Chairman.  J  will  leave  you  there. 

The  Witness.  All  right,  sir. 

R.  H.  Thompson  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  ! — Answer.  I  live  at  Brookhaven,  Lin- 
coln Countv,  Mississippi. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there! — ^A.  Since  January,  1871. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession!— A.  I  am  a  practicing  attorney,         . 
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Q.  Are  yon  well  acquainted  in  tlie  coanty  of  Copiah  f — A.  I  was  born 
and  raised  there,  and  lived  there  from  the  time  I  was  bora  ontil  1870. 

Q.  Do  you  practice  law  there  yetf — A.  Oceamonally. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Mr.  Hargrave,  the  sherW  of  Ck>piah  Ooonty  t*— A 
Yes,  sir ;  I  was  raised  in  the  same  country  neighborhood  with  hhn,  and 
went  to  school  with  him  when  we  were  boys. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  he ;  what  is  his  character  for  peace,  quiet, 
and  love  of  order  f — A.  He  is  a  peaceable  man  and  a  man  of  good  char- 
acter;  regarded  as  honest  and  npright  ia  every  x>artiealar  so  far  ae  I 
know,  and  I  know  his  character  well. 

Q.  In  every  leay  a  good  citizen  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  character,  yon  knew  him  well,  as  an  orderly,  peace- 
able man,  or  the  reverse  f — A.  His  character  was  pecaliar.  He  bad 
some  traits  of  character  which  were  calculated  to  make  him  popular, 
and  he  had  other  traits  of  character  which  were  despicable.  He  was 
a  man  who  was  friendly  and  social,  but  he  was  rathw  a  deeperato  man 
in  his  methods,  particularly  in  matters  connected  with  politics.  He  was 
a  man  of  violent  language.  I  remember  a  conversatioti  with  him  wllich 
occurred  probably  three  years  ago,  in  which  he  recited  to  me  that  be  bad 
made  a  will  and  had  provided  in  his  will  that  a  specific  fund,  or  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  money,  I  do  not  remember  the  amount,  dioold  be 
devoted  to  the  purpose  of  employing  assassins  to  kill  whoever,  if  anj 
one,  should  kill  him,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  who  generaUy  went  armed  f — A.  I  cannot  answer 
of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  he  have  that  reputation  t — A.  I  think  so.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  ever  saw  him  armed,  either,  but  that  is  an  impression  which  I  have. 

Q.  He  was  a  man  who  was  in  the  habit  of  using  violent  language  and 
violently  denouncing  his  opponents,  was  he  notf-*A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  a  suit  against  him  and  his  brother,  T.  B.  Hat- 
thews  f 

The  Witness.  Myself,  individually,  bring  suit  against  himf 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes ;  or  as  a  lawyer  f 

The  Witness.  I  had  no  suit  myself.  I  remember*  I  think  it  was  in 
1871  or  1872,  being  employed  in  a  civil  suit  against  T.  E.  Matthews  and 
J.  P.  Matthews.  It  was  a  suit  for  exemplary  damages.  The  ^laige  was 
that  they  had  fraudulently  packed  some  cotton,  selling  inferior  cotton  for 
good  cotton.  An  issue  of  fact  was  made  and  tried  by  the  joty,  whi^ 
issue  was  whether  or  not  th^  had  fraudnlently  packed  the  ootloD  in 
controversy,  I  think  three  bales.  The  testimony  was  taken,  and  it  was 
decided  for  the  plaintiff  that  they  were  guilty  as  charged  in  the  declar- 
ation against  them  of  fraudnlently  packing  the  cotton.  I  have  nopei^ 
sonal  knowledge  about  the  fhcts. 

Q.  To  what  extent  does  a  grand-juror's  oath  of  Becmoy  go  under  the 
laws  of  Mississippi  f 

The  Ghaibhan.  In  connection  with  the  saving  of  time  I  wooU  say 
that  Mr.  Sexton's  statement  of  that  matter  was  veiy  clear  and  I  have 
no  reason  to  question  it. 

The  Witness.  I  can  only  give  my  impression  without  havmg  made 
any  examination  of  the  statutes  or  the  dedsions  on  that  snlgjeot  re- 
cently. They  are  sworn  not  to  divulge  what  occurred  befhve  ttiem,  a^ 
cosding  to  my  remembrance,  for  a  certain  limited  time-^six  months,  I 
think.  That  has  been  construed  by  our  courts  not  to  app]|y  so  a«  to 
make  them  inconapetent  witnesses  whenever  it  becomes  material  in  the 
oonise  of  JnstiGe  to  determine  what  transpired  before  the  Joiyj  and  I 
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think  the  legal  proposition  is  aDBonnoed  in  the  phrase,  that  whenever 
the  ends  of  justice  reqnire  that  it  shall  be  disclosed  then  such  a  disclos- 
ure is  not  within  the  terms  of  the  oath. 

Mr.  Jonas.  You  knew  T.  E.  Matthews,  yon  say  f 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  abont  his  being  indicted  in  your  county 
for  any  o^nse  within  the  last  few  years  f — A.  I  think  T.  E.  Matthews 
aod  Leon  Matthews  were  indicted  there  for  assault  and  battery  at  one 
time. 

Q.  Assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  killt — A.  No,  sir:  it  was  a 
simple  assault  and  battery.  There  was  a  charge  against  T.  E.  Mat- 
thews alone,  that  he  assaulted  with  intent  to  kill  some  time  before  that. 

Q«  Assault  with  intent  to  kill  a  negro  woman  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  indicted f— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  the  case  was  investigated 
by  a  committing  magistrate,  and  he  was  committed  over  to  await  the 
action  of  the  grand  jury.  I  have  no  further  knowledge  of  what  became 
of  the  case. 

Q.  Was  that  in  your  county  or  in  Copiah  County  t — A.  It  was  in  Lin- 
coln County. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  negro  woman  that  he  assaulted  t — A.  Not  per- 
sonally, but  I  know  that  there  is  such  a  negro  woman. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  wounds  in- 
flicted f — ^A.  I  can  only  state  what  I  heard :  general  rumors  at  the  time* 

Q.  What  was  the  general  rumorl — A.  The  general  rumor  was  that 
T.  E.  Matthews  was  on  a  drunken  spree  in  a  negro  whore-house  there, 
and  shot  a  negro  woman  in  the  mouth. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  Were  you  a  party  yourself  to  this  suit  about  the  packing  of  the 
cotton  f  I  did  not  hear  a  little  of  your  testimony,  and  I  did  not  under- 
Btand  whether  you  were  yourself  antagonized  or  not. — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
was  simply  attorney  in  the  case.  » 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  evidence  that  that  packing  was  not  done  at  Mr. 
Matthews's  gin,  but  was  done  by  a  man  named  Fore  f — A.  My  recollec- 
tion is  this,  that  there  was  some  testimony,  especially  that  introduced 
by  the  defendants,  which  tended  to  establisn  the  fact  embodied  in  your 
question ;  but,  I  think,  the  testimony  for  the  plaintiff  was  to  the  con- 
traiy,  and  that  the  issue  was  determined  in  respect  to  that  matter  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff.  I  will  say  this,  however,  that  there  was  no  pre- 
tense that  J.  P.  Matthews  was  the  active  agent  in  the  false  packing  of 
this  cotton.    His  liability  was  placed  on  the  ground 

Q.  On  the  implied  warranty  of  the  seller!— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  not, 
for  l^e  reason,  1  remember,  it  was  a  suit  for  exemplary,  damages.  His 
liability  was  predicated  on  the  acts  of  his  accents  and  employes. 

Q.  But  suppose  the  cotton  had  been  packed  at  a  public  gin,  would 
the  seller  still  be  liable  in  damages,  liable  to  make  good  the  damage! — 
A.  Certainly. 

Q.  If  you  had  sold  a  bale,  as  a  bale  of  cotton,  which  contained  rock 
or  sand,  the  seller  would  be  liable  for  it  whether  he  was  responsible  for 
it  or  not  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  that  he,  Mr.  Matthews,  claimed  that  it  was 
done  by  Mr.  Fore  at  a  public  gin:  that  it  was  packed  there! — ^A.  I 
think  that  was  the  claim  for  the  defendants. 

Q.  That  was  defendants'  claim  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  defend- 
ants' claiuL 
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W.  W.  GowiN  Bwom  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  2 

Qaestion.  Where  do  yon  live  ! — ^Answer.  I  live  at  Haslehnrsti  Copiah 
Ooanty,  Mississippi. 

Q.  Have  yon  lived  there  several  years  f— A.  I  have  lived  thi^e  since 
the  middle  of  December,  1880. 

Q.  Were  you  a  oommissioner  of  election  in  1881  and  1883  f— A.  Yes, 
'  sir ;  I  served  in  that  capacity  in  1881,  and  also  in  1883. 

Q.  The  commissioners  of  election  are  a  board,  are  they  nott — ^A.  Yes, 
sir ;  there  are  three  members  to  each  county,  who  compose  what  is  known 
as  the  board  of  election  commissioners  for  each  county  of  the  State. 

Q.  Do  you  canvass  the  votes  after  they  are  castf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  appoint  also  the  inspectorsof  election  through  the  county  t— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  three  inspectors  apd  a  marshal  at  each  precinct. 

Q.  While  you  were  on  the  board  of  commissioners,  did  the  qnestioD 
come  before  the  board  as  to  the  right  of  certain  convicts  to  vote  f— A 
Yes,  sir;  a  question  of  that  kind  was  raised  before  the  board  in  1881, 
just  before  the  election. 

Q.  Did  the  board  hear  and  decide  that  question  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  There 
was  some  dispute  between  the  two  parties,  both  parties  making  some 
complaint  to  the  board,  some  claiming  that  convicts  had  a  right  to 
vote,  and  others  that  they  had  no  right,  so  that  the  board  agreed  to  hear 
each  side,  and  the  time  was  appointed  during  the  session  of  the  boardf 
and  we  did  hear  and  made  a  decision  as  a  b^urd  on  that  question. 

Q.  Did  J.  P.  Matthews,  or  anybody  else,  come  before  the  board  and 
attempt  to  intimidate  the  board  or  coerce  their  decision  in  any  way  f^A. 
Yes,  sir;  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  came  before  the  board  several  times,  and 
several  Bepublicans  or  Independents,  and  they  made  a  great  deal  of 
noise  and  ftiss  about  it,  pretending  that  they  would  do  so  and  so,  or 
apparently  so — ^that  kind  of  a  general  intimidation. 

Q.  Did  they  offer  any  threats  f — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  that  they  did, 
in  my  hearing,  any  more  than  this,  that  they  were  going  to  have  their 
lights  or  create  trouble,  &c. — ^general  threats. 

Q.  What  decision  did  you  make  about  convicts  f — ^A.  We  decided 
this :  We  have  a  contractor  there  to  take  care  of  convicts  convicted  of 
minor  offenses,  parties  who  are  not  sent  away  to  the  state  penitentiiury, 
and  we  decided  that  those  who  did  not  reside  in  the  immediate  voting 
precinct,  who  with  the  contractor,  would  not  be  allowed  to  vote  at  that 
precinct,  for  the  reason  that  thai  matter  is  settled  by  the  statute,  in 
my  opinion,  that  a  party  shall  reside  in  the  precinct  in  which  he  vote*. 
There  are  21  precincts  in  the  county;  the  supervisors  or  poll  distnctB 
are  divided  up  into  precincts. 

Q.  Who  was'the  contractor  for  these  conviotsf — ^A.  J.  M.  Madihews, 
commonly  known  as  Gall  Matthews  in  Ck>piah  Gounty. 

Q.  Did  he  try  to  register  and  vote  these  people  f — A.  He  had  regis- 
tered them  all,  and  their  names  were  stricken  from  the  roll  by  the  order 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  election,  except  one  or  two  that  resided 
in  the  precinct  who  had  been  sent  there  as  convicts. 

Q.  Have  you  known  J.  P.  Matthews  well  since  you  have  been  in  the 
county! — A.  Yes,  sir;  since  I  have  been  there  I  have  known  him;  since 
December,  1880, 1  have  known  him. 

Q.  Was  he  a  violent  or  peaceable  manf — ^A.  In  politics  he  was  a  via 
lent  man. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  him  make  threats  or  use  hard  or  violent  language 
against  his  political  opponents  or  against  yourself  t— A.  I  have. 
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Q.  On  one  or  many  occasions  f — ^A.  I  have  heard  it  rather  often  dar- 
ing each  of  the  two  canvasses.  Daring  my  residence  in  Copiah  Coanty 
00  every  occasion  that  a  political  question  was  nnder  discussion  I 
have  heard  him  use  very  harsh,  hard  language  toward  any  and  all  of 
his  political  opponents. 

Q.  Had  he  the  reputation  of  being  a  fighting  man,  if  necessary  t — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  he  was  understood,  according  to  my  understanding,  to  be  a 
man  who  would  fight. 

Q.  A  man  supposed  to  carry  arms  f — A.  I  supposed  so  from  the  way 
he  ordinarily  talked.  A  man  would  not  talk  thskt  way  who  was  not  at 
all  prepared  to  carry  out  his  assertions. 

Q.  You  think  a  man  would  not  talk  as  he  did  unless  he  wasprepared 
to  fight  t — ^A.  That  was  the  impression  left  on  me. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  threatened  by  any  of  his  brothers  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q  Mention  on  what  occasion,  and  by  whom  t — ^A.  I  was  threatened 
by  one  of  his  brothers,  Mr.  Bas  Matthews,  or  T.  £.,  I  believe,  are  the  in- 
itials, directly  after  the  election  in  1881.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  a 
city  election.  That  was  some  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  county  elec- 
tion in  that  year,  and  then  again  just  before  the  last  election  in  1883. 

Q.  Were  you  a  commissioner  at  that  time  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  been 
appointed  as  a  commissioner. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  his  threats ;  what  did  he  say  or  dot — A. 
He  walked  into  a  store-house  where  I  was  and  directed  his  remarks  to 
me.  There  were  iply  two  or  three  parties  present.  He  simply  remarked 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  taking  double-barreled  shot-guns  and  shooting 
^I  these  God-damned  counters,  or  commissioners  of  election,  I  under- 
stood him  to  mean  that  I  replied  and  answered  him  in  the  idea  that 
he  was  addressing  me,  which  I  knew  he  was ;  he  directed  his  remarks  to 
me 

Q.  Did  he  say  he  meant  his  remarks  for  you  f — ^A.  After  I  made  a 
reply  to  him  he  did. 

Q'.  You  counted  and  returned  the  vote  in  1881  and  1883.  Which 
party  had  the  m^ority  in  Copiah  County  between  1881  and  1883  ! — A. 
The  Democratic  party  had  a  considerable  msijority  in  the  election  of 
1883,  something  a  rise  of  2,000. 

Q.  In  1881,  how  was  itf — ^A.  It  was  closer  at  that  time.  There  was 
one  of  the  county  ofBcers,  as  well  as  I  remember,  the  tax  assessor,  who 
was  elected  on  the  Independent  ticket  The  remainder  of  the  county 
ticket  were  Democrats,  as  well  as  I  recollect. 

By  Mr.  Saxtlsbubt  : 
Q.  How  did  the  poll  of  1883  throughout  the  county  compare  with 
the  vote  of  1881 1  Which  was  the  larger  and  what  was  the  difference, 
if  any  f — ^A.  I  have  not  examined  to  see  exactly  as  to  that.  But  there 
is  something  of  a  smaller  vote  in  1883,  as  a  sum  total  of  all  the  votes, 
than  in  1881;  I  think  something  like  six  or  eight  hundred  smaller;  may 
be  not  so  much ;  may  be  between  five  and  eight  hundred. 

By  the  Chaibhan  : 
Q.  In  1881,  was  not  that  the  year  when  a  box  was  thrown  out  and 
there  was  a  talk  about  a'mule's  eating  it  up  f — A.  Yes,  sir.    The  box 
was  thrown  out  by  the  commissioners  because  there  was  no  return  made 
of  it  as  the  law  required. 

Q.  That  box  would  have  changed  the  result,  would  it  not  t — A.  With 
some  it  would,  with  others  it  would  not. 

Q.  Were  not  the  tally-sheets  preserved  of  that  box  in  1881 1 — ^A.  Not 
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to  my  knowledffe;  there  was  no  tally-sfaeet  ever  made  of  it  There 
was  a  partial  tally-sheet. 

Q.  Did  not  the  inspector  pat  it  in  his  pocket  when  the  lights  were 
blown  out  and  prodnce  it  afterwards,  the  tally-sheet f — A.  JNo,  sir;  I 
reckon  not 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  claim  of  this  lir.  Matthews,  who  had  the  talk  about 
shooting  the  inspectors,  that  the  Independent  ticket  or  some  of  them, 
the  ticket  on  the  side  on  which  he  was,  had  been  counted  opt  1 — ^A.  He 
did  not  say  so  at  the  time.  That  was  the  general  complaint  there, 
though. 

Q.  Did  they  charge  you  with  having  anything  to  do  with  it  1 — ^A.  Ob, 
yes,  sir ;  they  charged  all  the  commissioners,  myself  among  the  balance. 

Q.  And  he  said  he  thought  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  shoot  some  of 
them,  or  something  to  that  effect^ — A.  He  said  he  was  in  favor  of  tak- 
ing double-barrel^  shot-guns  and  shooting  the  Goddamned  counters. 

Q.  Was  not  one  of  those  Matthewses,  one  of  these  brothers,  a  drinking 
maul — A.  I  have  seen  this  same  on^I  speak  of  tight 

Q.  He  had  some  habits  of  drinking,  hadnt  he  1 — A.  They  all  take  a 
drink  occasionally.    They  are  not  drinkers  at  all,  according  to  my  idea. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  this  one  tight f — A.  Tes,  sir;  I  had  a  little  so. 

Q.  Had  he  been  drinking  at  the  time  he  had  this  talk  with  you  f— A 
I  do  not  think  he  had  at  the  time. 

Q.  When  was  itf — ^A.  It  was  in  the  evening.  I  wfll  say  that  irfter- 
wards  I  saw  him  and  he  seemed  to  be  tight 

Q.  The  same  evening  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Oahebon  : 

Q.  Was  it  claimed  that  you  had  been  guilty  of  fraud  in  counting  the 
vote  of  1881  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  case  presented  to  the  grand  jury  f — ^A.  I  have  under- 
stood so.  I  think  it  was  presented  there  about  four  diflferent  t^ms, 
every  term  from  that  time  up  until  the  time  expired  by  law.  Two  years 
is  the  time  of  limitation  for  the  investigation  of  that  crime. 

Q.  You  were  not  indicted,  however  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  are  the  commissioners  of  election  appointed  f-^A.  They  are 
appointed  by  a  State  board  of  commissioners  composed  of  the  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor,  and  perhaps  the  secretary  of  state. 

Q.  Are  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  secretary  of  state  of 
Mississippi  Democrats,  and  have  they  been  since  1881  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
elected  on  that  ticket    I  suppose  they  are  Democrats. 

Q.  And  prior  to  that  time,  from  1875,  were  they  not  Democrats!— A 
That  is  my  understanding.    Democrats  since  1875. 

Q.  Who  were  the  commissioners  of  election  for  Copiah  County  in  1881 
besides  yourself  t — A.  T.  J.  Millsaps  and  Martin  Peyton. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  commissioners  were  Republicans  and  how  many 
Democrats  f — A.  Two  Democrats  and  one  Republican. 

Q.  Is  it  a  very  nnnsaal  thing  for  white  men  to  carry  pistols  in  Mis- 
sissippi, according  to  your  understanding  of  itf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  un- 
usual. 

Q.  Then,  you  swear,  do  you,  that  very  few  white  men  in  Mississippi 
do  carry  pistols t — A.  No,  sir;  not  exactly  in  that  way.  I  say  it  has 
been,  in  response  to  your  question  as  I  understood  it,  until  this  general 
trouble  in  Copiah  County ;  but  since  that  time  and  along  about  that 
time,  I  think  it  was  very  common.    Before  that  it  was  very  uncommon. 

Q.  You  said  Mr.  Matthews'used  very  violent  language  in  speaking  of 
his  political  opponents  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What  did  you  ever  hear  him  say  in  regard  to  that? — A.  I  have 
heard  him  say  ail  manner  of  hard  things  in  the  way  of  accusing  them. 

Q.  That  is  too  general. — A.  Well,  accusing  them  of  dishonesty,  and 
thievery,  and  lying. 

Q.  Do  you  not  tiiink  a  great  many  Eepublicans  in  Mississippi  think 
the  Democrats  are  dishonest? — A.  I  do  not  think  a  great  many  of 
them  do. 

Q.  You  think  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Democrats  are  entirely 
bouest,  do  you  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  that.  Somie  Democrats  are 
dishonest,  I  expect,  and  I  reckon  the  Eepublicans  think  so. 

Q.  Then  do  you  mean  to  say  that  J.  P.  Matthews  did  not  think  that 
the  Democrats  were  dishonest  t — A.  I  have  thought  that  he  did  not 
reaUy  mean  what  he  said  as  to  their  dishonesty  and  many  charges  that 
he  would  make  against  them  in  his  political  talk  on  the  street  or  even 
00  the  stump. 

Q.  What  other  violent  expressiojis  did  you  hear  him  use? — A.  I  do 
Bot  remember  that  I  ever  heard  him  make  use  of  anything  other  than 
what  I  have  enumerated. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  last  election  before  the  last  No- 
vember election  was  very  close  in  Copiah  County  t — A.  As  to  some  oflRces 
it  was. 

Q.  As  between  the  two  parties  it  was  very  close,  was  it  nott — A. 
There  was  no  great  difference.  I  remember,  my  mind  was  called  to  the 
fact  by  some  witness  on  the  stand  yesterday,  or  some  report  that  I  read, 
that  the  Independent  candidate  for  governor  beat  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  governor  in  that  county  12  votes. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  lead  of  the  Independent  candidate  would 
have  been  very  much  more,  and  the  Independent  ticket  would  have 
been  very  generally  elected,  if  one  precinct  box  had  not  been  thrown 
outf — A.  Ko,  sir.  According  to  what  I  understood  (the  only  thing  I 
could  go  by  was  the  way  our  box  had  gone  before,  and  before  my  resi- 
dence in  the  county  and  after  I  went  there  in  1880,  and  served  in  1881 
as  commissioner)  it  would  have  made  a  difference  only  to  have  in- 
creased the  Independent  candidate  for  governor's  vote,  and  it  would 
have  made  a  difference  in  one  of  the  Independent  representatives ;  he 
would  have  been  elected,  and  that  is  all. 

Q.  That  precinct  that  was  thrown  out  was  regarded  as  a  Bepublican 
precinct,  was  it  not  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ordinarily  throwing  quite  a  majority  Eepublican  t — A.  It  was  a 
small  precinct;  it  made  a  small  difference,  but  there  was  a  majority  of 
about  two-thirds. 

Q.  Ordinarily  about  a  two-thirds  majority  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  when  you  say  the  election  of  1881  was  close,  you  mean  close 
with  that  thrown  out,  of  course  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  no  difference  would 
have  been  made  except  in  the  two  offices  I  speak  of,  that  is  the  govern- 
or's office  and  that  of  one  of  the  representatives.  We  have  two  repre- 
sentatives from  our  county. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  nopulation  of  the  county  has  decreased  since 
1881 1 — A.  I  do  not  think  it  has,  being  governed  by  the  poll-books  or 
registration  books. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  Bepublican  or  Independent  candidates  for  super- 
visors were  elected  in  1881 1 — A.  Four. 
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Q.  How  man}'  supervisors  are  elected  in  the  county  t — ^A.  Five. 

Q.  Then  the  Republicans  elected  four  and  the  Democrats  one!-— A. 
They  did  not  claim  to  be  Bepublicans;  they  were  Independents  except 
one,  who  was  a  Republican.  There  was  one  Republican,  three  Lidepend- 
ents,  and  one  Democrat 

T.  J.  Habgbaye  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f — ^Answer.  In  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Are  you  the  sheriff  for  that  county  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  you  first  elected  sheriff  1 — A.  I  was  first  elected  in  No- 
vember, 1881. 

Q.  And  re-elected  at  the  last  election  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  term  of  office t — A.  Two  years. 

Q.  You  were  re-elected  in  1883? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  sheriff  of  the  county,  I  suppose  you  have  a  very  general  ac- 
quaintance with  the  people  of  the  county  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  have. 

Q.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  character  of  the  white  people  of  that 
county  as  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens  t — A.  To  take  them  as  a 
whole,  I  think  they  will  compare  favorably  with  the  people  of  any  otfaCT 
county  in  the  State. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  course  of  this  investigation,  that  certam 
warrants  for  the  arrest  of  parties,  were  issued  by  the  mayor  and  placed 
in  your  hands  for  the  arrest  of  certain  persons  charged  upon  the  affidav* 
i  ts  by  one  of  the  Messrs.  Matthews  and  somebody  else.  I  want  to  know  of 
you,  whether  those  warrants  reached  your  hand,  and  what  was  done 
with  them  t — ^A.  There  was  a  warrant  placed  in  my  hands  by  the  mayor 
of  Hazlehurst,  for  the  arrest  of  some  twenty-five  men  on  Saturday  be- 
fore the  election.  I  suppose  it  was  about  9  o'clock  at  night.  On  Son- 
day  morning,  there  were  several  of  the  parties  against  whom  the  war- 
rants were  issued,  who  came  into  Hazlehurst,  and  I  arrested  them,  uid 
on  Monday  morning  I  gave  the  warrant  to  my  deputy  and  started  him 
to  beat  3,  to  arrest  the  remainder  of  the  parties  named  in  the  warrant, 
and  he  executed  it  on  all  except  probably  three,  I  do  not  know  hov 
many,  as  they  were  coming  into  town  on  Monday.  He  just  took  their 
personal  recognizance  to  appear  on  Wednesday. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  Let  them  go  on  their  personal  recognizance,  you  say  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  Is  that  the  rule  in  case  of  misdemeanors  f — A.  It  is,  sometimes. 

Q.  Were  these  parties  in  Hazlehurst  t — ^A.  They  came  to  me  in  Hade- 
hurst  and  said  they  had  been  arrested  and  demanded  a  trial.  I  told 
them  that  Mr.  Williamson  was  the  man  to  try  them,  if  at  all.  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  went  to  him  or  not,  but  they  said  they  were  not 
guilty  of  any  misdemeanor  or  disturbance  and  demanded  a  hearing  that 
day. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Williamson,  as  mayor  of  that  city,  inform  you  afterwards 
that  he  could  not  try  those  parties  for  the  want  of  jurisdiction,  the  of- 
fenses with  which  they  were  charged  bein^  in  a  beat  outside  of  which 
he  had  jurisdiction  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir :  I  was  informed  of  that  fact  after- 
wards by  Mr.  Williamson.  He  dia  not  make  the  warrants  rettimabie 
to  any  other  justice  of  the  peace,  but  to  his  court. 

Q.  It  has  been  alleged  somewhere,  or  at  least  I  have  that  impression 
from  the  testimony  in  this  case,  that  you  fiEuUed  to  execute  your  office  in 
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causing  parties  to  be  snnimoned  before  the  mayor.  Is  that  true  or  not 
tmet — ^A.  It  is  not  true.  I  say  it  ia  not  true  so  far  as  the  arrest  is  con- 
cerned, bat  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  not  tme  so  far  as  their  appearing  be- 
fore the  mayor  is  concerned.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  appeared 
before  him  or  not  But  the  warrant  was  executed  with  the  exception, 
probably,  of  three  names.  I  think  some  of  the  men  were  20  or  25  miles 
from  Hazlehurst,  and  they  were  not  arrested  that  day,  and  Mr.  Will- 
iamson told  me  afterwards  I  need  not  bother  any  further  with  it  and 
jast  let  it  go. 

Q.  Did  he  place  that  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not  jurisdiction  to  try 
the  casef — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  Some  testimony  has  been  given  here  in  reference  to  a  certain  party 
of  men  coming  into  Hazlehurst  on  Monday  preceding  the  election.  Did 
you  go  out  to  meet  those  people  and  advise  them  to  be  quiet  and  peace- 
able!—A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  not  exert  your  office  and  do  your  duty  in  your  office  as 
sheriff  to  preserve  the  public  peace  in  Oopiah  County,  not  only  on  that 
day,  but  on  all  other  occasions,  so  far  as  you  could  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I 
did. 

By  Mr.  Fetb  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  sheriff  f — A.  I  have  been  sheriff  three 
years,  and  from  the  first  of  January  up  to  date. 

Q,  You  understand  the  duties  of  the  office,  then  t — A.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  understand  .all  the  duties  of  the  office. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  to  make  arrests  t — ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  your  power  under  the  law  of  Mississippi  to  call  on  a 
passe  comitatus  to  help  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  your  duty  when  there  is  a  disturbance  of  the  public 
peace  f — A.  I  think  I  do. 

Q.  What  is  it  f — ^A.  It  is  to  restore  peace. 

Q.  To  put  down  any  mob,  if  there  is  a  mobt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  protect  the  lives  of  citizens  and  their  property  t — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  knew  for  ten  days  before  that  election  that  there  were  mounted 
and  armed  men  going  through  the  country  portion  of  Copiah  County  1 — 
A.  I  did  not. 

Q«  You  had  not  heard  of  it  1 — ^A.  I  had  not. 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  hear  of  it  1 — ^A.  I  heard  it  on  Saturday  before 
the  election  on  Tuesday. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  that  Andy  Fortner  had  been  whipped  f — A.  I 
do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  not  hear  that  Wallis  had  been  killed  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  his  wife  had  been  shot  f^  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  Frank  Hayes  had  been  shot  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  negroes'  houses  had  been  fired  intb  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  they  had  been  firing  guns  around  in  beat  3 1— -A.  No,  sir. 

Qs  All  the  witnesses  nearly  have  testified  that  these  rumors  were 
current  there  in  Hazlehurst,  but  your  ears  were  closed. — A.  My  recol- 
lection is  I  did  not  hear  anything  of  it  until  Saturday  before  the  elec- 
tion. 

Q.  Who  first  told  you  in  relation  to  it  on  Saturday  !— A.  Mr.  Mat- 
thewsr 

Q.  Did  he  come  to  you  for  protection! — ^A.  He  came  to  me  with  a  list 
of  names  of  seventy-five  men. 

Q.  As  the  result  of  that  interview  a  warrant  was  made  out  against 
twenty -five  men  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  about  that  number. 
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Q.  What  was  the  alle^tion  in  itf — ^A.  It  was  for  disturbance  of  tjie 
peace. 

Q.  By  armed  men  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think  it  stated.  I  did  not  read  the 
affidavit. 

Q.  Were  you  informed  that  they  were  armed  men  and  mounted  t— A. 
I  do  not  remember  whether  I  was  or  not. 

Q.  Were  yon  informed  then  that  they  had  been  committing  crimes 
against  persons  and  property  in  the  connty  f — ^A.  Mr.  Matthews  told 
me  so. 

Q.  Were  yon  informed  they  had  been  riding  out  through  the  coontiy 
portions  of  the  county  committing  crimes  f — A.  He  said  there  was  a 
mob  down  in  beat  3,  riding  around  and  creating  a  disturbance. 

Q.  Did  he  say  they  were  shooting  or  beating  1 — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not 
remember  that  he  did. 

Q.  Tou  received  the  warrant  What  was  your  duty  as  sheriff  to  do  t— 
A.  To  arrest  the  parties. 

Q.  Did  you  arrest  them  1 — A.  I  did,  through  my  deputies. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  arrest  personally  1 — ^A.  I  tinnk  1  arrested  tiiree 
on  Sunday  morning. 

Q.  Were  they  armed  t — A.  I  do  not  know.  If  they  were  they  had 
their  arms  concealed. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  them  t — A.  They  were  in  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing  f — A.  They  were  not  doing  anything. 

Q.  Were  they  in  their  homes  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  theyf — A.  On  the  street 

Q.  What  doing  on  the  street  f — A.  I  did  not  ask  them  what  they  were 
doing. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  them  what  they  had  been  doing  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  them  if  they  had  been  riding  around  raidingt— A 
I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  them  after  you  arrested  themt — A.  I  took 
their  personal  recognizance  for  them  to  appear. 

Q.  In  writing! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  Let  me  understand  you  exactly.  A  charge  has  been  made  that 
certain  men  were  armed  and  were  raiding  through  the  country,  firing 
guns,  disturbing  the  peace,  and  that  there  was  danger  to  the  citizens 
of  their  lives  and  property;  and  you  arrested  three  of  them,  and  you  did 
not  inquire  at  all  what  they  had  been  doing,  but  you  immediately  took 
from  each  one  a  personal  recognizance  and  let  him  go  back. — A.  Tbe 
warrant  stated  what  they  had  been  doing. 

Q.  Yes:  the  warrant  stated  what  they  had  been  doing,  but  yon  let 
them  go  back  about  their  business  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  where  they 
went 

Q.  You  did  not  inquire?  You  permitted  them  to  go  off  on  the  same 
business  again  f — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  went  oflf  on  the  same 
business  again. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  them  if  they  were  going  back  on  the  same  business!— 
A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  that  they  must  not! — A.  I  do  not  think  I  did; 
I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  And  yet  that  complaint  had  been  made  in  your  presence,  and  the 
warrant  itself  contained  the  charges  against  them,  and  j'ou  allowed 
those  three  men  to  go  back  and  engage  in  the  same  business.  Do  yon 
think  that  is  doing  your  duty  f  In  what  sum  did  you  take  recognizances 
from  each  one  of  them  ! — A.  For  the  sum  of  $100. 

Q.  Who  were  those  three  men  !— A.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Wolfe,  tiie 
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chancery  derk  of  our  county,  Mr.  Purser,  Mr.  Morrison,  I  think,  or  Mr. 
Bailey. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Morrison  or  Mr.  Bailey  a  lawyer f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  are 
both  lawyers. 

Q.  And  one  was  the  chancery  clerk  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  about  the  other  twenty-two ;  there  are  three  of  them  account- 
ed for. — A.  I  did  not  say  there  were  twenty-five;  I  said  about  that 
number.    I  do  not  remember  the  exact  number. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  other  twenty-two  f — ^A.  I  diil  not  do 
anything  with  them.  My  deputy  arrested  all  the  others  that  were  ar- 
rested.   I  think  he  arrested  all  but  two  of  three  or  four  probably. 

Q.  Did  he  bring  them  before  youl — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  he  take  tiiem  f — ^A.  They  were  coming  to  Hazlehurst, 
and  most  of  them  were  arrested. 

Q.  Were  they  coming  mounted  on  horseback  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  continued  in  the  ranks  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  they  cam^  into  Hazlehurst  in  that  company  of 
men  mounted  1 — A.  Some  of  them. 

Q.  And  you  were  there  and  saw  them  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  inquire  whether  they  were  under  arrest,  while  their  guns 
were  on  their  shoulders  and  they  were  on  horseback  1 — ^A.  I  did  not 

Q.  You  did  not  ask  your  deputy  if  he  had  served  the  warrants  f — A. 
I  did  not  see  my  deputy.  I  went  out  to  try  to  keep  them  from  doing 
mischief  in  Hazlehurst.  I  was  requested  by  Mr.  Matthews,  through  his 
friend  Dr.  Pitts,  to  protect  him  that  day.  I  selected  Mr.  Oook  and  Mr. 
Higdon,  two  good  citizens  of  that  town,  and  went  out  and  met  those 
gentlemen  about  two  miles  from  Hazlehurst,  and  told  them  I  had  come 
out  there  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Matthews  and  asked  them  not  to  dis- 
turb him  or  any  one  else  in  Hazlehurst  that  day,  and  they  promised  they 
would  not 

Q.  So  that  you,  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  when  you  had  placed  in  the 
hands  of  your  deputy  a  warrant  to  arrest  at  least  twenty  of  the  men  in 
that  armed  mob  on  horseback  with  guns,  did  not  even  inquire  whether 
the  arrests  had  been  made,  though  you  saw  the  men  against  whom 
the  warrants  were,  on  their  horses  with  their  guns,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, turned  around  and  begged  of  them  not  to  go  near  Mr.  Matthews's 
house  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  some  of  the  men  told  me  when  I  met  them 
that  they  had  been  arrested  that  morning. 

Q.  And  released  on  a  recognizance  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  way  they  keep  the  peace  down  there.  A  sheriff 
knows  there  is  an  armed  mob  scouring  the  country,  and  they  deliber- 
ately ride  into  the  town  and  make  a  demonstration  so  offensive  in  its 
appearance  that  that  sheriff  takes  two  or  three  prominent  Democrats 
and  goes  out  and  begs  of  them  not  to  disturb  Mr.  Matthews  f — A.  It 
was  done  at  his  request. 

Q.  And  begs  of  that  mob  not  to  commit  any  harm  on  Mr.  Matthews 
and  his  family,  though  the  deputy,  under  the  law,  had  already  arrested 
these  same  mounted  villains  and  had  let  them  go  on  their  own  recogni- 
zance.   That  is  the  law  in  Mississippi,  is  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  And  having  arrested,  through  this  deputy,  twenty-five  mounted 
armed  men,  who  by  that  time  3  ou  had  learned  had  been  going  about 
this  work  out  in  the  county,  you  allowed  them  still  to  remain  in  Hazle- 
hurst with  their  guns,  these  mounted  men,  and  to  march  around  there! — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  to  send  a  resohition  to  Mr.  Mattbews  resolving  that  he  must 
not  vote  f— A.  1  did  not  know  that  they  were  sending  resolutions  to  him. 
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Q.  Yon  heard  of  iti — ^A.  I  heard  of  it  afterwards.  I  heard  of  it  on 
the  momiDg  of  the  6th  of  November ;  not  nntil  then.  That  was  on 
Tnesday,  the  morning  of  the  election. 

Q.  These  men  had  been  aronnd  there  Monday  all  dayt— A.  They 
were  there  a  portion  of  the  day. 

Q.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  was  there  not  f— A.  Tes, 
sir:  a  good  deal  of  excitement 

Q.  Is  it  the  law  in  Mississippi  that  in  breaking  np  a  mob  who  are 
disturbing  the  x>eace  yon  may  arrest  the  men  and  admit  them  to  straw 
bail  joit  personal  recognizance— the  sheriff  himself  may ;  is  that  the  law 
of  Mississippi  f— A.  I  %ink  that  the  sheriff  has  a  ris^ht  when  he  makes 
an  arrest  to  take  their  personal  recognizance  if  he  ^inks  it  is  good ;  if 
he  thinks  they  will  oome  np  to  conrt  and  be  tried. 

Q.  And  to  allow  them  to  repeat  these  crimes  they  had  been  goilty  off 
Do  yon  think  that  is  proper  f  Now,  Mr.  Witness,  did  yon  not  send  out 
to  assist  in  the  arrest  of  tiiese  others  some  of  these  very  men  whom  joa 
had  arrested  and  permitted  to  go  on  Uieir  recognizance  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  at  aU  f — A.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  not  any  of  Ihem  go  out  to  hrip  your  depaties  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  men  against  whom  the  warrants  were,  did  ^on  not  send  them 
out  as  assistants  to  arrest  some  of  the  very  men  against  whom  the  war- 
rants had  been  issaed  f — A.  I  did  not  deputize  any  one  to  help  do  it 

Q.  Did  not  J.  W.  Bailey,  on  Sunday  morning,  in  your  presence,  one 
of  the  men  whose  name  was  in  the  warrant,  say  that  he  was  going  ont 
to  help  arrest  those  fellows  f — A.  1  do  not  remember  whether  he  did  or 
not. 

Q.  Did  you  call  upon  any  of  the  white  Democrats  to  assist  you  in 
making  the  arrests  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  could  make  the  arrests  without  any  difl^culty,  then,  could  yon 
nott — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  deputies  could,  could  they  notf — ^A.  We  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  making  the  arrests. 

Q.  Not  the  least  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  we  had  no  difficulty. 

Q.  I  suppose  all  you  had  to  say  to  the  fellow  on  horseback  was,  ^'  1 
arrest  you ;  I  take  your  recognizance  for  a  hundred  dollars  to  appear 
for  tri^  f  ^ — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  let  them  go  on  about  that  same  business,  doing  the  shootiDgf 
— A.  They  were  not  doing  anything  at  that  time. 

Q.  Had  you  not  heard  that  they  had  been  doing  it  f — A.  I  heard  on 
Saturday  evening  that  they  had  been. 

Q.  You  knew  Uiere  had  been  complaint  before  the  grand  juTyf-*A. 
No,  sir  5  I  did  not  know  it. 

Q.  If  the  arrest  of  men  in  Mississippi  who  are  rioters,  who  are  beat- 
ing people,  burning  houses,  killing  some  and  shooting  others,  simply 
means  that  you  shall  say  to  a  man,  ^<  I  arrest  you  and  take  your  recx^* 
nizance  in  the  sum  of  $100  to  appear  somewhere,''  if  that  is  all  it  means, 
why  on  earth  did  you  tell  Print  Matthews  that  you  would  deputize  him 
to  go  and  arrest  these  men  that  night  f — A.  That  was  before  that,  on 
Saturday  night. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  him  on  Saturday  night  t — A.  I  will  explain  that 
matter.  Mr.  Matthews  came  to  me  in  the  first  place  with  a  long  list  of 
names,  about  seventy-five  names,  I  suppose 

Q.  Of  men  who  were  in  that  crowd  f — ^A.  No,  sir  ^  I  do  not  think 
they  were. 

Q.  He  claimed  they  were,  did  he  not  f — A.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  He 
came  to  me  and  wanted  me  to  appoint  all  as  deputy  sheriffs.    I  told 
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Mr.  Matthews  that  I  did  not  know  whether  I  had  that  authority  or  noty 
and  that  I  would  go  and  consult  my  attorney,  and  if  he  said  I  had  the 
right  to  do  it,  and  the  power  to  do  it,  that  I  would  appoint  them.    We 
went  up  town  and  consulted  several  lawyers,  and  they  advised  me  to 
ask  Mr.  Matthews  to  go  and  irn^ke  his  affidavits  against  the  parties  who 
were  disturbing  the  peace,  and  to  place  the  warrants  in  my  hands,  and 
I  would  execute  them.    I  did  so.    Mr.  Matthews  did  not  seem  to  be  sat- 
isfied with  that,  and  he  remarked  at  the  comer  of  the  bank  building  in 
our  town  that  he  could  take  twenty  men  and  go  down  there  and  stop 
it,  aod  he  would  do  it  if  necessary.    A  gentleman  named  Barlow  wag 
with  him.    The  affidavit  was  made  some  time  after  night;  the  warrant 
was  placed  in  my  hand  about  9  o'clock,  and  I  tried  to  get  several  men  to  go. 
I  was  sick  at  the  time  myself.    I  had  just  got  out  of  bed  after  a  spell  of 
sickness,  and  I  told  Mr.  Matthews  I  could  not  go.    I  tried  to  get  several 
men  to  go,  but  could  not  find  any  man  who  would  start  out  20  or  25 
miles  at  that  time  of  night  to  where  these  parties  were  said  to  have  been^ 
and  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Meade,  who  heard  Mr.  Matthews  make  the 
remark  that  he,  Mr.  Matthews,  could  take  twenty  men  and  ^o  and  ar- 
rest all  these  men — ^he  said,  suppose  yon  go  and  deputize  Print  or  Bar- 
low together.    I  went  over  and  saw  Mr.  Matthews  and  I  said  to  him^ 
<'  If  you  think  you  can  go  down  there  and  stop  this  raiding  I  am  ready 
to  deputize  yon  to  do  it"  <^I  have  heard  all  about  that,"  he  said  <^  and  it  ia 
a  plot  made  up  between  you  and  Joe  Meade  to  have  me  murdered." 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  he  had  reason  to  think  sof — A.  I  do  not  know  ; 
bat  it  was  not  so.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  any  reason  to  think 
so. 

Q.  But  it  seems  at  that  time  you  did  know  there  was  a  band  of  ma- 
rauding men  around  in  that  country  f — A.  I  heard  it  on  Saturday  even- 
ing. 

Q.  And  you  were  called  upon  to  go  down  there  and  stop  their  workt — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  call  on  any  of  your  white  Democrats  as  a  posse 
eomitatus  to  go  down  there  with  you  f — ^A.  I  called  on  a  good  many  of 
them,  bat  I  could  not  get  a  man  to  go. 

Q.  Why  did  they  not  want  to  go  f — A.  It  was  late  at  night  and  they 
did  not  know  where  they  would  find  them.  Beat  3  covers  a  great  deal 
of  territory. 

Q.  Did  you  try  it  again  Sunday  morning  f — ^A.  Fo,  sir;  I  did  not  try 
to  get  any  one  to  go  Sunday,  but  I  did  on  Monday  morning. 

Q-  Did  you  instruct  him  to  take  a  recognizance  for  them  ? — A.  Tes,. 
sir ;  he  conld  not  have  taken  them  all  and  kept  them  together. 

Q.  But  did  you  not  have  white  men  enough  in  Copiah  County  to  do 
it  f  The  evidence  is  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  white  Democrats  were 
opposed  to  this  Inob  and  its  proceedings.  Did  you  not  have  power 
under  the  laws  of  Mississippi  to  order  these  men  to  assist  youf — ^A.  Yes,, 
sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  do  it  f — A.  On  Monday  most  of  these  men  came 
into  Hazlehurst  and  wanted  a  trial,  and  the  mayor  refused  to  try  them. 
That  is  the  way  I  explained  it. 

Q.  That  is  not  a  satisfactory  explanation  at  all.  On  Saturday  night 
they  were  out  marauding  and  you  were  informed  of  the  fact,  and  you 
tried  to  get  men  to  go  and  arrest  them,  but  you  conld  not,  and  yon  left 
them  oat  there  Saturday  night  and  all  day  Sunday  with  these  defense- 
less x>eople  as  their  prey,  and  yet,  in  Hazlehurst  alone,  there  were  hun- 
dreds of  white  Democrats  who  had  arms,  and  you  could  have  summoned 
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them  as  a  posse  comitattiSy  and  yoa  could  have  gone  down  and  stopped 
them,  and  yon  did  not  do  it  t — ^A.  J^o,  sir. 

Q.  All,  then,  that  you  did  do  during  the  ten  days  preceding  the  elec- 
tion, and  on  election  day,  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Copiah,  was 
to  serve  one  warrant  in  which  there  were  twenty  or  twenty-five  names, 
and  the  service  of  that  was  rendered  absolutely  nugatory,  so  far  as  the 
work  was  concerned,  by  your  immediately  releasing  the  men  on  a  recog- 
nizance of  $100.  Is  not  that  the  whole  story  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is 
about  it. 

Q.  Have  you  been  re-elected  sheriff t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  re-dected 
at  this  last  election. 

Q.  As  a  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  a  candidate  when  this  bulldozing  was  going  on  t— 
A.  If  any  went  on,  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  some  buUdozing  did  go  on  t — A.  I  would  not  be 
surprised  if  it  did. 

Q.  And  you  were  the  candidate  and  got  the  benefit  of  the  bulldoz- 
ing, did  you  not  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  was  re- 
elected. 

Q.  If  the  colored  people  were  frightened  away  from  the  polls  you  got 
the  benefit  of  the  bulldozing,  did  you  nott— A.  I  do  not  know  5  a  great 
many  colored  men  said  they  expected  to  vote  for  me. 

Q.  Do  you  suppose  this  crowd  frightened  away  the  colored  men  who 
intended  to  vote  for  yoU  t — A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  did. 

Q.  Then  do  you  not  think  you  got  the  benefit  of  the  bulldozing  in  Uiat 
county.  Do  you  not  think  your  vote  was  increased  by  reason  of  all  this 
business  that  has  been  testified  to,  in  that  county  f— A.  That  may  have 
been ;  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  elected  you  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  would  have  been  elected  if  there  had  been  no 
bulldozing  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  your  party  had  a  majority? — ^A.  I  da 

Q.  Who  was  the  counsel  you  consulted  about  this  warrant  business?— 
A.  Captain  Harris,  of  Hazlehurst;  I  may  have  consulted  other  attor- 
neys, but  I  do  not  remember  now. 

Q.  Did  you  not  consult  Mr.  Doddsf— A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  not  consult  Mr.  Meade,  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
committee  t — A.  I  may  have  done  so. 

Q.  But  did  you  nott — A.  I  say  I  may  have;  I  do  not  remember 
whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Burnet  say  to  you,  "  Captain  Hargrave,  for  God's  sake, 
when  these  people  are  appealing  for  protection,  are  you  going  to  sit  here 
and  let  them  be  abused  in  this  way  ?  ^ — A.  I  do  not  remember  whether 
he  did  or  not. 

Q.  Did  he  not  say  anything  to  that  effect  t — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  of 
his  saying  it. 

Q.  On  Subat's  comer  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  it  at  aD. 

Q.  Did  he  appeal  to  you  t — A.  He  may  have  said  that  5  I  do  not  re- 
member whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  did  not  the  chairman  of  the  Demo-^ratic  coounit- 
tee,  Mr.  Meade,  and  the  Democratic  executive  committee  approve  of 
this  marauding  expedition  of  mounted  men  down  through  the  coantiy 
portions  of  the  county  1 — A.  I  do  not  think  they  did. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  after  consultation  with  Mr.  Meade,  admit  these  men 
to  bail  on  a  personal  recognizance  f — ^A.  1  did  not.  I  did  not  consult 
Mr.  M\^.ade  in  regard  to  it. 
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Q.  You  did  consult  him,  did  you  not? — A.  I  say  I  may  have  con- 
sulted him  on  Saturday  night,  but  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  did  or 
not.    I  consulted  Captain  Hams,  I  remember. 

Q.  Were  not  some  of  the  men  arrested  on  Saturday  night  t — ^A.  All 
that  were  arrested  were  arrested  after  Saturday  night. 

Q.  Tha^ took  place  after  your  consultation  with  Mr.  Meade  1 — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Were  all  these  men,  after  your  consultation  with  Mr.  Meade,  ad- 
mitted to  bail  on  their  own  personal  recognizances  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  provided  right  off  to  continue  this  bulldozing  business  1 — A. 
I  do  not  know  that  they  did. 

Q.  You  heard  that  they  did  f — A.  'No,  sir :  I  did  not  hear  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  bear  that  they  did  Sunday  and  Sunday  night,  and 
Monday  and  Monday  night  f  I  say,  did  you  not  hear  that  this  crowd 
of  men  which  you  saw  yourself,  that  crowd  of  armed  men,  continued 
this  business  Sunday  and  Sunday  night  and  Monday  and  Monday 
night  t — ^A.  I  never  heard  anything  particulasly  about  it  until  Monday, 
I  do  not  think. 

Q.  Monday  you  heard  they  had  been  up  to  the  business,  did  you 
not  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  1  heard  it. 

Q.  You  knew  that  Wheeler  killed  Mr.  Matthews  t — ^A.  No,  sir:  I  did 
not<,and  I  do  not  know  it  yet;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge;  1  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  he  did  it 

Q.  Did  he  not  surrender  himself  to  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  that  he  had  killed  bim  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  believe  him  when  he  said  so  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believed 
him ;  I  believed  that  he  did  it ;  but  as  to  knowing  it  of  my  own  personal 
knowledge  I  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  when  he  surrendered  t — ^A.  Under  the  excite- 
ment I  do  not  remember  but  little  that  was  said.  I  kept  him  on  the  corner, 
at  the  Dank,  for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  and  some  gentlemen  they  made 
an  affidavit  against  him  and  he  was  carried  in  before  the  justice  of  the 
peace  there  and  allowed  to  give  bail. 

Q.  What  was  that  affidavit  T— A.  I  do  not  remember;  I  do  not  think 
I  ever  read  it. 

Q.  Was  it  not  for,  with  malice  prepense  and  with  a  deadly  weapon, 
killing  Print  Matthews  t — A.  I  say  I  do  not  think  I  read  the  affidavit. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  the  charge  was  for  murder! — A.  I  un- 
derstood that  the  charge  was  for  killing  Mr.  Matthews ;  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  murder,  manslaughter,  or  what. 

Q.  And  he  was  admitted  to  bail  on  five  thousand  dollars  bonds  1 — ^A. 
1  believe  that  was  the  amount  of  the  bail. 

Q.  And  subsequently  elected  marshal t — A.  Ko,  sir;  I  think  he  was 
appointed  marshal  of  the  town  by  the  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen. 

Q.  Did  you  take  Wheeler's  gun  away  from  him! — A.  No,  sir;  he  had 
it  when  he  came  up,  and  said  he  wanted  it.  He  said,  '*!  do  not  know 
but  what  I  will  be  attacked,  and  1  want  to  keep  my  gun.'' 

Q.  And  you  let  him  keep  the  gun  I — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Y'ou  are  the  sheriff,  and  a  man  comes  up  and  tells  you  that  he  has 
committed  murder;  in  other  words,  that  be  has  killed  a  man,  and  he  has 
a  guu,  and  he  says  to  you  as  sheriff,  "Here,  I  want  to  keep  my  gun; 
somebody  may  attack  me,  and  1  want  to  be  able  to  kill  another  one" ; 
and  you  let  him  keep  his  gun,  loaded  as  you  supposed — ^you  let  him  keep 
it! — A.  Yes,  sir;  under  the  excitement  and  all,  I  allowed  him  to  keep 
his  gnu. 

Q.  And  yet  the  Democrats  of  Copiah  County  reelected  you  at  that 
same  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  the  Chaibman  : 
Q.  Who  was  the  magistrate  that  Wheeler  was  carried  before?— A. 
His  name  was  O.  D.  Lowe. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 
By  Mr.  Cameron: 

Q.  Was  the  jnstice  before  whom  Wheeler  was  taken  a  Democratt— 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Was  he  re-elected  a  jnstice  at  the  last  election  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  a  candidate  then  at  that  time  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
was  het — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  yon  see  in  company  with  Mr,  Wheeler  abont  the  time 
that  yon  arrested  himf— A.  I  do  not  remember  now  who  was  with  him. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in  town  jnst  at  that  time,  and  I  do 
not  remember. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Morrison  in  company  with  him  at  that  time  ?— A 
He  may  have  been,  but  I  do  not  remember  who  was  with  him. 

Q.  Can  yon  name  any  person  who  was  with  himf — A.  No,  sir^  I 
cannot. 

Q.  Was  any  person  with  him  f — A.  There  were  a  good  many  pasdng 
up  and  down  the  street  that  morning,  and  it  may  be  that  some  one  was 
with  him ;  bnt  I  say  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was.  I  wonld  not  be 
positive  that  any  one  was. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  he  surrendered  himself  to  youf— A  I  was 
by  the  side  of  the  bank  building  in  town. 

Q.  How  fkr  from  the  place  where  Mr.  Matthews  had  been  killed  t— A. 
I  suppose  150  to  200  yards. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  killing  occurred  did  he  surrender  himself  to 
youf — A.  I  did  not  hear  the  report  of  the  gun  when  Mr.  Matthews  was 
killed,  bnt  from  the  time  I  saw  men  running  in  the  direction  of  where 
he  was  shot  I  suppose  it  was  two  or  three  minutes,  probably  five. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Wheeler  in  company  with  Mr.  Meade  that  day  f— A. 
I  do  not  think  I  did. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbxjby  : 

Q.  I  think  there  has  been  some  undue  pressure  at  least,  or  bulldozing 
of  you  as  a  witness,  but  I  now  want  to  recall  you  to  the  question  of  the 
peiibrmance  of  your  duty.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  wammta 
were  issued  on  Saturday  night,  late  at  night,  9  o'clock  at  night ;  that 
they  were  placed  in  your  hands,  against  twenty-five  men,  or  aboat  that 
number  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Many  or  most  of  whom  resided  over  20  miles  from  the  town  of 
Hazlehurst.    Did  I  understand  you  right  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  procure  the  services  of  persons  to  execute  those 
warrants  that  night,  being  unwell  yourself! — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  you  were  unable  to  find  persons  who  would  accept  of  theserv- 
ice  of  special  deputies  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  on  Sunday  morning  you  went  out 
and  arrested  certain  parties  that  you  found  in  Hazlehurst? — ^A.  Idid. 

Q.  Did  those  warrants  charge  any  person  with  whippings,  with  mar* 
ders,  with  burnings  of  houses,  &c,  or  was  it  simply  a  warrant  to  arrest 
persons  for  violations  of  the  law,disturbancesof  thepeacef— A.  Disturb- 
ance of  the  peace  was  the  way  the  warrant  read. 

Q.  Without  a  specification  of  the  offenses  which  were  alleged  against 
themi — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  I  ask  yon  whether,  iu  the  execution  of  your  office  as  sheriff,  you 
did  not  pursue  the  very  same  course  with  those  warrants  that  you  did 
Dpon  similar  warrants  for  a  disturbance  of  the  peace,  against  any  per- 
son T— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Monday  you  sent  your  deputy 
sheriff  into  beat  3  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  warrants  and  mak- 
ing the  arrests  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  parties  came  and  informed  you 
that  they  had  been  arrested  and  were  under  recognizance,  and  demanded 
atrial?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Then  I  ask  you  if  you  did  not,  in  the  discharge  of  your  official  du- 
ties, do  every  act,  which,  by  common  custom,  is  done  in  similar  cases 
where  parties  are  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  peace  1 — ^A.  I  think  I 
did. 

Q.  You  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  armed  mobs ;  you  have  heard 
in  this  committee  room,  perhaps,  if  you  have  been  here,  that  every 
assembly  of  persons  witn  guns  is  designated  as  an  armed  mob.  I  ask 
yoa  whether  it  has  not  frequentiy  been  the  case,  not  only  in  the  last 
canvass,  but  in  other  canvasses,  tihat  persons  in  Copiah  County  attend- 
ing political  meetings,  some  of  tnem,  sometimes  would  carry  arms  1 — ^A. 
That  is  frequently  the  case. 

Q.  You  were  inquired  of  if  you  were  elected  by  the  people  of  Copiah 
County  after  the  expiration  of  your  office— -if  you  had  been  elected  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  at  the  last  election,  evidently  implying  in  the 
question  that  was  propounded  to  you  that  you  were  unworthy  of  the 
support  of  the  people  of  any  county  for  sheriff,  because  you  did  not  do 
more  than  your  duty  in  the  execution  of  those  warrants.  I  ask  you 
again  to  state  if  you  shirked  any  duty  because  of  any  political  regard 
for  the  votes  of  the  people  of  that  county. — ^A.  I  never  did. 

Mr.  Satjlsbuby.  I  say,  sir,  as  my  opinion,  that  you  did  your  whole 
duty,  and  any  reflections  upon  your  official  character  implied  in  the 
questions  that  were  put,  in  my  judgment,  were  uncalled  for. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  Were  those  persons  whom  you  arrested,  who  were  in  that  com- 
pany, so  far  as  you  knew  them,  persons  of  good  character  and  standing 
in  that  county  1 — A.  The  most  of  them  were. 

Q.  How  did  they  compare  with  the  average  of  the  better  class  of 
people  of  that  county  1 — ^A.  I  think  they  compare,  a  great  many  of  them^ 
favorably  with  the  generality  of  people  of  tiiat  county. 

Q.  Thej  were  all  Democrats,  were  they  not,  as  far  you  know  1 — ^A.  I 
beUeve  they  were. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 

Q.  Mr.  Saulsbury  asked  yon  if  you  bad  not  done  everything  that  by 
common  custom  you  were  required  to  do  in  the  matter  of  the  arrest  of 
these  persons  charged  with  crime.  I  will  ask  you  if  your  duties  as 
sheriff  are  regulated  by  common  custom  or  by  the  statutes  of  Missis- 
sippi!— ^A.  By  the  statutes. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbtjby  : 

Q.  There  was  no  statute  in  Mississippi  compelling  you  to  take  bodily 
possession  of  men  who  could  give  a  recognizance  for  their  appearance, 
and  incarcerate  them  in  the  common  jail  of  the  county,  was  there  t — A. 
1^0,  sir. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


574  ALLEGED   ELECmON   OUTRAQES   IN   MI88I88TPPL 

# 
By  the  Ohaibman: 

Q.  Did  you  record  those  recogoizanoes  t — ^A.  IS^o,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  personal  recognizance  f — A.  It  is  to  ap- 
pear before  the  court  on  a  certain  day. 

Q.  A  man's  promising  to  appear  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Supposing  they  h^  not  appeared,  yon  had  not  got  any  record  had 
you  1 — A.  No,  sir ;  in  the  first  place,  I  ao  not  know  that  I  had  any  legal 
right  to  arrest  parties  on  the  Sabbath ;  I  do  not  think  I  have  under  oor 
statute. 

Q.  You  think  your  proceedings  were  somewhat  affected  by  the  &ct 
that  they  were  illegal  f — ^A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  am  no  lawyer. 

Q.  Did  that  enter  your  mind  at  that  time  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  were 
men  I  had  every  confidence  in  that  they  would  come  if  they  said  they 
would  come. 

You  did  not  take  any  recognizances  in  writing  t — A.  No,  sir. 
Nothing  only  what  was  verbally  made  to  youf — A.  No,  sir;  Ijust 
took  their  verbal  recognizances. 

Q.  That  is,  you  mean  their  verbal  promise  to  come! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  understand  by  a  recognizance  f  Is  that  something 
which  is  taken  before  a  magistrate  or  some  other  person.  How  are  you 
authorized  to  take  recognizances  as  sheriff  ? — A.  I  am  authorized  to 
take  bonds. 

Q.  Are  you  authorized  to  take  recognizances  t  A  recognizance  is  an 
obligation  of  record^  recorded  by  a  magistrate  or  somebody  else,  who  re- 
duces it  to  writing  in  the  presence  of  the  party  who  gives  it— A.  Of 
course  I  would  not  have  any  right  to  take  that. 

Q.  Are  you  authorized  to  take  the  personal  recognizance  of  a  crimi- 
nal, without  surety,  by  your  law! 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  These  were  not  criminals. 

The  Ohaibman.  I  think  they  were,  but  I  did  not  ask  him  that  ques- 
tion. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  think  I  am.  Yes,  I  think  I  could  take  their 
bonds  for  their  appearance  without  any  surety. 

The  Chaibman.  Does  not  the  law  which  gives  you  the  right  to  take 
bonds  or  recognizances  for  the  appearance  of  parties  charged  with 
crimes  or  ofienses,  require  it  to  be  done  with  sureties  t — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  does  or  not ;  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  does.  But  as  I 
said  before,  in  this  case,  I  knew  that  all  these  parties  would  appear.  I 
did  not  know  whether  it  would  be  legal 

Q.  You  did  not  even  make  a  legal  arrest  of  them  on  Monday  or  at  any 
time  f — A.  They  were  there  ready  to  be  tried. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  make  any  legal  arrest  of  them,  did  youl— A.  No, 
sir ;  I  did  not  make  any  legal  arrest  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Gahebon: 
Q.  What  return,  if  any,  have  you  ever  made  on  that  warrant!— A.  I 
never  have  made  any  return  on  it  at  all. 
Q.  What  has  become  of  it  f — ^A.  I  have  got  it. 

By  the  Ohaibman  : 
Q.  Have  you  got  it  here  f — ^A.  No,  sir  ;  it  is  in  Hazlehurst 

By  Mr.  Oambbon  : 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  make  a  return  upon  it! — A.  I  went  and  saw  the 

mayor  in  regard  to  the  return,  and  I  think  Mr.  Dodds,  probably,  or  Mr. 

.Meade«  went  with  me ;  and  he  said  just  let  the  matter  go ;  that  he  had 

no  autnority  to  try  them,  and  let  it  go  ;  and  I  never  made  any  retom. 
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I  told  him  I  had  arrested  most  of  the  parties,  and  he  said,  <<  Just  let  it 
allgo.^ 

Q.  Mr.  Williamson  testified  that  he  was  advised  that,  under  the  ex- 
cited condition  of  affairs  at  that  time,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
try  them.  Were  you  present  when  any  such  advice  as  that  was  given 
to  him  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  was. 

Q.  What  was  said  when  you  had  that  interview  with  himt — ^A.  I 
think  I  have  stated  all  that  was  said.  Hesaid  he  did  not  have  jurisdiction 
and  that  he  would  not  try  them,  and  I  asked  him  what  disposition  must 
I  make  of  the  warrant,  and  he  said  it  don't  matter;  to  let  the  whole 
thing  go ;  and  he  never  has  tried  any  of  them. 

Q.  And  yorf  never  have  made  any  return  on  the  warrant  f — A.  No, 
sir ;  I  never  have. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  that  meeting  the  day  after  the  killing  of  Mr. 
HatUiews  f — A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

James  S.  Sexton  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Question.  You  live  in  Hazlehurst  f — Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  How  loDg  have  you  lived  there  t — A.  I  have  lived  there  four  years. 
I  was  raised  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  bar  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  prac- 
ticiug  law  there. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Hazlehurst  during  all  the  last  election  campaign,  or 
in  Copiah  County  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  saw  a  good  deal  of  what  was  going  on  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  testimony  of  some  witness  it  is  stated  about  Mr.  Joe  Bailey — 
do  you  k^ow  himf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  a  lawyer  there  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  stated  that  he  made  an  exceedingly  violent,  excitable,  and 
inflammatory  speech  j  did  you  hear  thatt — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  Mr. 
Bailey  make  two  speeches.  On  Saturday  night  he  had  been  down  in 
beat  3.  The  appointment  had  been  made,  I  think,  by  the  executive 
committee.  Mr.  Bailey  came  in  about  9  o'clock  at  night,  immediately 
after  this  excitement  on  the  streets  in  reference  to  these  warrants  for 
the  men  to  be  arrested.  He  came  in  and  made  a  speech  to  the  club 
that  night,  and  I  remember  distinctly  some  of  the  remarks  that  he  made. 
I  think  made  in  answer  to  questions  asked  him.  There  were  some  old 
men  present,  conservative  citisens,  and  Mr.  Bailey  went  on  to  tell  about 
being  in  beat  3  electioneering,  and  I  remember  that  he  said  (he  rather 
addressed  some  of  his  remarks  at  that  time  to  some  of  the  older  gentle- 
men present) :  '*  While  we  have  been  going  around  electioneering  and 
all  this,  and  making  considerable  demonstration,  I  assure  you  we  havd 
committed  no  crime,  and  done  nothing  that  the  older  men  and  thinking 
people  of  the  county  could  condemn.^  That  was  on  Saturday  night. 
I  heard  Mr.  Bailey  make  that  statement  in  reference  to  what  they  had 
done  in  beat  3.  On  the  /lay  after  the  killing  I  remember  the  speech 
made  by  Mr.  Bailey*,  and  I  was  ver}'  much  astonished  to  hear  the  testi- 
mony of  some  one  here  yesterday  in  reference  to  it.  Mr.  Bailey  made 
a  speech  to  that  excited  crowd  of  men 

Q  Was  that  the  meeting  that  passed  the  resolutions  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Some  parts  of  his  speech  were  very  conservative  indeed.    I  know  he 
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went  on  to  say,  among  other  things,  that  we  had  bad  a  considerable  vic- 
tory there,  and  in  the  time  of  victory  we  shoold  show  oor  magnanimity. 
Somebody  said  to  you  that  Mr.  Bailey  jerked  oat  his  pistoL  He  did 
that,  bat  in  this  connection,  and  I  was  astonished  to  find  Mr.  Bailey 
there  with  a  pistol  on  him.  He  said,  ^^  They  accnse  us  of  being  ball- 
dozers  and  all  that  sort  of  thing^  and,"  he  says,  ^^  this  is  the  kind  of  in- 
strnments  they  persaade  oar  niends  with  down  in  beat  3,"  palling 
oat  his  pistol  and  speaking  of  the  opposition ;  and  the  only  demonstza- 
tion  made  by  Democrats  was  in  response  to  jast  sach  appeals  as  that 
I  think  that  was  ancalled  for  and  unbecoming,  because  he  is  a  man  of 
intelligence,  and  I  was  surprised  to  see  him  jerk  out  his  pistol,  bat  he 
did  it  to  make  that  explanation.  So  fSar  as  saying  they«^ere  going  to 
kill  anybody  is  concerned,  I  heard  that  expression,  <<  We  will  kill  them 
out,"  and  it  came  from  a  gentleman  named  Womack,  who  is  one  of  the 
most  intense  men  I  ever  saw  in  my  life,  and  who  was  drinking  at  the 
time.  I  remember  that  expression.  Somebody  said  that  the  crowd  hd- 
lo'^ed  out,  ^^  We  will  kill  them  out"  I  know  that  it  was  Mr.  Womack 
who  said  that 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  these  outrages  which  have  been  tes- 
tified to :  have  you  investigated  any  of  those  things  f— A.  I  know  that 
during  the  canvass  in  that  county,  during  the  session  of  the  drcait  court 
which  met  just  immediately  preceding  the  election,  there  was  a  man 
named  Wallis  killed  and  I  remember  there  was  a  good  deal  of  talk 
about  it  in  the  town.  I  remember  distinctly  that  in  every  conversation 
regarding  that  killing  there  was  never  one  word  said  that  connected 
it  with  politics,  or  with  any  crowd,  and  I  know  the  crowd  they  called 
the  mob  which  went  down  into  beat  3,  did  not  go  there  until  a  num- 
ber of  days  after  Wallis  had  been  killed,  and  I  know  it  never  had  any 
political  significance. 

Q.  Did  any  Independent  or  Bepublican  charge  it  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think 
any  Independent  or  Bepublican  living  ever  thought,  or  thinks  now,  that 
that  was  the  case. 

The  Chaibman.  I  think  that  is  going  rather  fieff.  * 

The  Witness.  I  heard  the  matter  discussed  constandy  about  the 
killing  of  Wallis  there,  and  heard  it  denounced  as  an  outrage,  bat  £ 
never  heard  any  man  say  that  it  had  any  political  connection  whatever. 
I  have  heard  it  was  connected  with  a  lawsuit  in  which  gentlemen  there 
are  interested.  Then,  about  the  burning  of  Daniel  Crump's  house,  1 
have  been  astonished  to  see  attempted  exaggerations  of  these  offenses. 
Some  of  them  are  bad  enough  as  it  is^  without  exaggeration.  The  horn- 
ing out  of  Crump  had  no  more  political  connection  than  a  fire  here  in 
town  would  have  to-night  Mr.  Conn  on  the  one  side  and  myself  and 
Mr.  Miller  on  the  other  side  were  representing  Daniel  Crump  in  that 
lawsuit,  which  carried  with  it  considerable  feeling,  and  in  which  there 
was  more  interest  taken  than  had  been  shown  in  a  long  time  in  a  law- 
suit in  that  county,  and  quite  a  number  of  witnesses  had  been  exam- 
ined, with  a  large  record  taken  in  the  chancery  court,  consuming  really 
half  of  this  last  summer.  It  was  a  heated  contest  between  liti^nts 
there ;  and  incident  to  that  suit  that  was  pending  was  another  suit  in- 
volving the  question  of  title  to  some  land  on  which  this  Crump  lived 
that  he  had  purchased  from  Mr.  Little.  Crump  came  to  me  after  this 
burning  occurred  and  told  me  just  in  so  manyVords  (whether  it  is  true 
or  not  I  am  not  prepared  to  state)  that  it  was  Aleck  Little  and  Tom 
Norman  who  did  it,  Little  being  the  man  with  whom  he  had  the  Utiga- 
tion,  and  Norman  his  brother-in-law  and  the  trustee  in  the  deed  of  trust 
we  had  attempted  to  keep  from  having  enforced  on  his  property ;  that 
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they  were  present  in  his  yard  shooting  at  him  that  night  when  he  ran 
out  and  saw  those  men  there.  And  I  know  as  well  as  I  live  that  that 
had  no  political  connection. 

Mr.  Jonas.  Did  Ommp  believe  it  had  any  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not 
believe  it.  He  consulted  with  me  frequently.  I  took  a  list  of  the  wit- 
nesses. They  are  in  my  office  to-day,  and  the  district  attorney  and  I 
have  talked  about  it,  and  about  its  being  a  great  outrage  that  should 
be  punished  in  that  county. 

Q.  Has  Crump  consulteid  you  about  itt — A.  Tes,  sir;  firequently.  I 
think  I  was  at  Louisville  or  Cincinnati  at  the  exposition  when  this  oc- 
curred, and  when  I  came  home— no;  it  was  later  than  that;  but  I  was 
present  when  Crump  came  in  to  make  out  this  affidavit.  The  tirst  I 
knew  of  it  he  came  to  me  to  prosecute  these  men,  and  it  is  a  charge, 
which  if  a  man  is  convicted  of,  he  has  to  suffer  death.  I  asked  him 
what  was  his  ability  to  pay  a  fee.  During  this  long  contest  he  had  not 
paid  us  a  cent.  I  thought  it  was  a  considerable  undertaking  to  prose- 
cute men  there  for  their  lives,  and  I  thought  he  bad  no  means  that  he 
could  pay  a  fee  with,  and  I  told  him  that  tbe  magistrate  could  only 
commit  him,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  he  would  do  his  duty  in  that  re- 
gard, or  it  would  come  up  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  grand  jury, 
who  could  investigate  the  case  fully,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  Mr.  Miller 
would  do  his  fidl  duty  in  the  investigation  of  that  case.  I  know  Crump 
never  said  a  word  about  its  having  political  connection  whatever.  Now, 
about  the  case  of  Handy  Fortner.  No  man  I  have  ever  heard  mention 
it  has  ever  spoken  of  it  as  being  connected  with  politics  in  any  manner 
whatever.    These  are  three  cases  I  remember. 

Q.  Was  not  Fortner  engaged  in  litigation  with  the  man  he  suspected 
of  doing  it  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  understanding,  from  conversation 
I  had  with  him  about  it. 

Q.  From  all  you  have  heard  from  the  witnesses  here,  and  all  you 
know  of  your  own  knowledge,  as  a  citizen'  of  Copiah  County  engaged 
in  this  canvass,  do  you  believe  that  these  cases  grew  out  of  politics  t — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not;  in  fact  I  have  every  evidence  that  they  did  not. 
These  cases  I  have  mentioned  were  not  connected  with  politics  in  any 
way  whatever. 

Q-  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  people  of  Copiah  County, 
especially  the  Democratic  people  of  Copiah  County  t — A.  It  is  just  as 
good  as  it  is  anywhere.  I  have  lived  there  until  I  am  twenty-nine 
years  of  age,  and  I  have  never  seen  a  difficulty  in  that  county  until  this 
date  that  I  remember  just  now.  J  believe  the  people  there  are  as  quiet 
and  law-abiding  as  they  are  anywhere. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  after  the  election  which  passed  the  reso- 
lutions which  have  been  introduced  here  about  the  killing  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  testified  about  that. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  passage  of  those  resolutions  t — A.  Mr. 
Birdsong  has  testified  to  the  part  I  took.  I  was  very  much  opposed  to 
the  passage  of  the  resolutions  and  tried  to  speak  against  them,  but  just 
about  the  time  I  was  getting  up  in  the  audience  there  was  an  old  gen- 
tleman of  our  county  there,  who  has  lived  in  the  county  a  long  time 
and  represented  the  county  in  the  legislature,  got  up  to  say  something 
against  it  and  I  saw  from  the  disposition  of  the  crowd  that  I  could  not 
do  anything. 

Q.  Were  the  resolutions  passed  in  the  midst  of  very  intense  excite- 
ment t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  never  seen  anything  like  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  were  the  result  of  the  cool\judgment  of  even 

the  people  who  passed  themt — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  idea  they  were. 
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I  saw  demonstrations  there  by  men  whom  I  know  in  the  ordinaiy  walks 
of  life  are  as  qoiet  as  anybody  in  the  world.  I  saw  them  vote  in  a  way 
I  know  they  would  not  have  voted  under  ordinary  circumstances;  and 
I  know  it  resulted  from  the  intense  excitement  growing  out  of  the  kill- 
ing of  Mr.  Matthews,  which  was  considered  a  very  extraordinary  a&ir, 
and  there  was  a  very  extraordinary  public  feeling  there  at  large. 

Q.  Do  you  think  those  resolutions  express  the  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Copiah  County! — A.  I  know  they  do  not;  they  do  not  express 
the  feeling  of  those  men  who  passed  them  there,  under  any  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances. My  experience  with  men  is  this :  That  when  they  arc  ex- 
cited and  stirred  up,  their  fears  aroused,  and  they  are  prejudiced  to  some 
extent,  they  will  sometimes  do  things  that  in  cooler  moments  they  would 
not  think  of  doing.  I  know  a  very  large  majority  of  the  people  of  that 
county  do  not  indorse  those  resolutions. 

Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  intense  excitement  that  existed  in  Co- 
piah County  jnst  immediately  previous  to  the  election  t — ^A.  There  was 
just  this  about  it.  The  people  of  that  county  had  been  rained  almost, 
a  number  of  years  ago,  under  a  Bepablican  jpdministration  there,  which 
administration  Mr.  Matthews  seemed  to  confiol.  That  was  suppressed  in 
1875,  and  from  that  time  until  this  last  election,  the  Democrats  have  been 
in  power  there,  in  the  main,  and  the  government  had  been  very  good.  In 
some  instances  officers  have  not  done  their  duty.  In  one  instancea  Demo- 
crat defaulted  there.  Well,  tor  several  years  prior  to  this  last  campaig;p, 
there  had  been  a  little  falling  off  in  the  Democratic  party  of  a  certain 
element.  For  instance,  there  were  quite  a  number  of  men  who  would 
come  into  the  Democratic  party  and  ask  for  office,  and  be  constantly 
crying  for  office  of  some  kind,  and  just  as  soon  as  they  were  disappointed 
they  would  desert  it,  and  Mr.  Matthews  would  pick  up  anybody  of  that 
kind.  He  had  about  2,200  negro  votes  in  his  pocket,  and  he  would  pick 
up  anybody  objectionable  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  anybody  disap- 
pointed in  the  Democratic  party,  and  undertake,  with  the  negro  vote, 
to  foist  those  objectionable  Democrats  on  the  white  people  of  the  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  are  speaking  now  of  this  particular  campaign  f — A.  Yes, 
sir ;  of  this  particular  campaign.  And  as  evidence  of  it,  this  man 
Bridewell,  who  was  candidate  for  the  legislature,  had,  to  my  knowledge> 
been  before  several  Democratic  conventions  begging  for  office,  and  the 
Democrats  would  never  nominate  him.  Mr.  Enochs  and  Mr.  McNeil  are 
of  the  same  category,  and  Leon  Matthews  and  Mr.  Barlow  were  about 
the  only  men  on  the  ticket  who  had  not  been  chronic  office  seekers  of 
the  Democratic  party.  When  they  were  disappointed  it  seemed  to  be 
Mr.  Matthews's  disposition  to  make  friends  with  them,  and  take  thi8 
solid  vote  and  elect  them,  and  whenever  these  men  went  over  to  Mr. 
Matthews  and  to  the  negroes  they  would  undertake  the  most  objection- 
able methods  of  arraying  the  negroes  against  the  white  people  iu  one 
sense;  not  iu  the  sense  that  they  must  go  to  war  with  them,  but  they 
would  appeal  to  their  prejudices,  and  denounce  the  Democrats  as  bein^r 
thieves  and  scoundrels  who  would  swindle  them.  And  the  negroes  an* 
a  peculiar  people ',  they  are  ignorant,  and  they  have  considerable  pr^* 
udice,  and  these  men,  by  appealing  to  them  simply  to  serve  their  owu 
purposes,  would  stir  up  an  excitement  there  and  embitter  the  races  jost 
in  that  way,  and  it  was  all  to  serve  their  own  ends^  We  had  sofferetl 
there  under  the  administration  of  the  county  officers.  I  made  an  ex- 
amination of  the  books  myself,  and  I  know,  according  to  the  rreasorerV 
report,  when  this  last  board  of  supervisors,  who  were  elected  as  Inde- 
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pendents,  went  into  office,  there  was  some  $13,000  cash  in  the  treasury. 
And  I  know  the  last  report,  made  by  an  Independent  treasurer,  showed 
there  was  only  79  cents  in  the  common-school  ftind  of  that  county,  and 
the  county  was  in  debt  at  that  time  some  $16,000.  The  i)eople  were 
outraged  about  that.  While  there  had  been  some  improvements  made^ 
the  people  felt  it  was  altogether  disproportionate  to  the  way  the  ftinda 
of  the  county  had  been  exhausted. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  Was  this  Independent  ticket  that  was  presented  to  them  composed 
of  the  men  of  the  character  you  have  described  entirely  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  it 
was.    That  is  my  deliberate  judgment;  I  know  the  men  personally. 

Q.  Did  you  see  this  so-called  mob  at  any  time  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw 
what  they  term  here  a  mob. 

Q.  Explain  the  position  of  that  mob,  who  they  were. — ^A.  My  under- 
standing of  that  matter  is  simply  this :  There  were  some  appointments 
in  beat  3,  a  strongly-contested  beat,  and  in  which  there  were  a  number 
of  Independents  who  were  fellows  just  as  overbearing  as  they  dared  to 
be,  men  in  the  habit  of  intimidating  their  neighbors  there.  These  men 
went  down  there  to  do  just  as  much  good  as  they  could  in  the  way  of 
electioneering  in  our  favor,  making  speeches  and  encouraging  our  own 
men.  I  made  a  speech  there  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  our  men  com- 
menced |w  early  as  that  to  try  to  buoy  up  each  other  there  in  order  to 
^t  shut  of  this  man  Buf  kin,  who  was  a  Bepublican  of  beat  3  and  on  the 
hoard  of  supervisors.  In  order  to  carry  that  beat,  and  in  order  that  it 
might  not  be,  as  they  termed  it,  a  disgrace  to  the  county,  they  began 
their  canvass  early  in  the  action  and  our  men  went  down  to  assist  them^ 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  men  who  went  there  never  exhibited  any 
violence  to  any  one.  The  crowd  has  been  immensely  exaggerated,  f 
do  not  believe  from  what  I  know  of  the  men,  I  wotfid  not  believe  it  from 
any  witnes^vho  has  taken  the  stand  and  sworn  to  it,  knowing  their 
character  awome,  I  cannot  be  made  to  believe  it,  that  the  men  I  saw 
in  that  crowd  who  came  into  Hazlehurst  had  been  shooting  into  negro 
houses  or  taking  them  out  and  beating  them,  much  less-  killing  and 
maiming  them  in  any  way. 

Q.  You  think  they  were  men  who  from  their  general  character  and 
reputation  would  be  incapable  of  such  acts! — A.  That  is  ray  candid 
opinion.  There  were  some  men  in  that  crowd  who  were  rough  men  and 
who  delighted  in  being  so,  and  they  possibly  may  have  been  guilty  of 
some  of  those  acts.  But  1  know  a  large  majority  of  them  are  immensely 
exaggerated.    I  know  that  from  my  knowledge  of  the  people. 

Q.  In  the  high  state  of  public  excitement  some  people  may  have 
taken  advantKge  of  it  in  order  to  settle  their  private  quarrels  ? — ^A.  I 
think  there  is  no  question  about  that.  I  am  as  confident  as  I  am  that 
I  live  that  what  they  term  ^^  the  mob"  had  no  more  to  do  with  the  kill- 
ing of  this  man  Wallis  than  I  had  to  do  with  it,  or  with  the  whipping^ 
of  Handy  Fortner,  and  1  know  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  burn- 
ing of  Crump's  house. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  Is  there  anything  further  you  wish  to  state  f 

The  Witness.  No,  sir  j  nothing  specially. 

BytheCHAiBMAN: 

Q.  You  used  a  phrase  just  now  in  your  description  of  the  campaign 

of  1883,  and  the  reason- for  th^  excitement  in  that  campaign,  that  there 

were  2,200  negro  votes  in  Mr.  Matthews's  pocket.    What  do  you  mean 

by  that  expression  Y — A.  1  mean  by  that,  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  abso- 
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'  lute  control,  in  my  judgment,  of  them.  I  believe  they  would  vote  for 
the  devil  if  he  put  him  on  his  ticket 

Q.  Bow  many  negro  votes  are  there  in  your  county  t — A.  I  dolk>t 
know.  I  have  an  idea  that  there  are  about  2,500.  I  think  perhaps 
there  were  300  negroes  in  that  county  that  Mr.  Mattiiews  eould  not 
control.  • 

Q.  You  think  there  were  more  negro  votes  than  white  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  more  than  5,000  registered  voters  in  the  county!— A. 
That  is  a  matter  easily  ascertained;  I  never  have  examined  the  regis- 
tration of  that  county. 

Q.  Ton  say  that  there  was  no  shouting  about  cleaning  Matthews  oat, 
or  whatever  the  phrase  is,  by  the  crowd,  but  only  by  one  man  that  yon 
know  T — A.  I  say  the  expression  <^  We  will  kill  them  out"  fell  from  the 
lips  of  a  man  named  Womack. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  heard  every  shout  in  t^at  excited 
<5rowd  t — A.  I  heard  that  as  distinctly  as  I  hear  your  voice,  and  I  know 
it  fell  from  his  lips  and  no  other  man's.    * 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  you  heard  every  shout  that  came  from  the  others 
of  the  crowd t — A.  No,  sir;  but  such  an  extraordinary  expression  as 
that  would  have  struck  me. 

Q.  If  you  did  not  hear  it  it  would  not  have  struck  you  t — A.  Not  at 
all. 

Q.  And  you  mean  to  say  that  you  heard  all  the  shouts  that  came  from 
the  others  of  the  crowd f — A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  heard  everything  that 
was  said,  but  I  am  certain  if  the  crowd  had  hollowed  it  out  I  would 
have  noticed  it. 

Q.  If  any  other  man  says  he  heard  such  shouts,  you  cannot  say  that 
it  is  not  true.  Now,  did  they  permit  this  old  gentleman,  M^jor  Bany,  to 
apeak,  or  did  they  shout  so  that  he  could  not  be  heard  t— A.  Major 
Barry  did  not  undertake  to  speak  atany  considerable  length ;  he  dedined 
to  speak ;  he  got  up  and  said,  ^'I  object  to  the  passage  of  ||06e  resola- 
tions.  I  am  willing  to  hold  a  man  responsible  for  all  that  iVdoes,  bat  I 
am  not  willing  to  go  so  far  as  to  say  what  those  resolutions  do  say,  that 
they  will  hold  him  responsible  for  whatever  crimes  may  be  committed 
in  the  community; "  about  that  time  there  was  considerable  uproar,  uid 
he  sat  down. 

Q.  Did  you  agree  to  any  part  of*  those  resolutions  or  improve  of 
them  t — A.  No,  sir.    There  is  one  expression  in  the  resolutions 

Q.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  a  particular  one. — A.  Let  me  ex- 

Elain  one  thing.  I  think  that  the  real  gist  of  those  resolutions,  if  they 
ad  any^  and  they  seem  to  convey  a  go^  deal,  seemed  to  consist  in  the 
impression  that  the  people  of  that  county  had  made  up  their  minda 
that  a  few  designing  men  could  not  take  the  negro  vote  and  organize  it 
against  the  white  people,  and  thereby  disrupt  society  and  br^^  up— 

Q.  They  said  if  any  man  undertakes  to  organize  the  negro  race 
against  the  whites  it  will  be  at  bis  peril  ^  that  is  what  the  resolution 
says. — A.  If  thero  is  anything  pardonable  in  those  resolutions  it  is  that 
expression,  and  those  who  have  suffered  under  that  know  of  it^ 

Q.  You  approve  of  that  f — A.  I  do  not  approve  of  giving  notice  to 
the  world  that  we  will  kill  them  or  that  a  man  shall  do  certain  things 
at  his  peril ;  but  I  do  object  that  any  designing  men  shall  control  the 
negro  vote  over  the  people. 

Q.  When  you  say  that  no  person  or  set  of  designing  men  should  be 
permitted  to  organize  the  negro  vote,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  that  should 
be  prevented  if  the  negroes  and  designing  men  should  happen  to  con- 
stitute the  mcyority  t — A.  I  say  if  they  are  the  mi\jority  I  think  we  had 
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better  get  oat  of  the  conntry  and  not  kill  them.    I  am  in  favor  of  a 
majority  role,  and  if  we  cannot  stand  it^  we  will  have  to  leave. 

Q.  If  they  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  yoa  will  have  to  stay  there 
and  endore  it  or  go  away  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  idea.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  the  negroes  of  that  county  are 
all  tiiieves  or  all  designing.  The  truth  is  the  negroes  constitute  the 
beat  element  .of  the  opposition  to  the  Democrats  in  that  county,  aod 
there  are  a  number  of  good  negroes,  men,  who  if  not  misled  and  their 
passions  not  appealed  to  or  their  prejudices  aroused,  who  would  accumu- 
]at6  some  property.  They  are  generally  improvident  and  would  never 
accomalate  much  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  but  they  would  undertake 
to  do  their  duty  in  the  way  of  supporting  the  Government  and  paying 
their  taxes.  They  are  not  a  hostile  people  as  a  race,  and  not  inclined, 
except  when  stiri«d  up  by  designing  men,  to  run  counter  to  the  white 
laee.  They  are  rather  inclined  to  take  counsel  of  the  whites,  and  strange 
as  it  may  seem  there  are  a  large  number  of  negroes  there  who  would  go 
to  their  employers  and  take  their  advice  on  any  question,  who  would 
risk  their  lives  in  the  hands  of  attorneys,  place  their  families'  lives  in 
the  hands  of  doctors,  who  during  a  political  campaign,  and  after  hear- 
ing such  men  as  they  are  in  the  habit  of  hearing  there,  notwithstand- 
ing these  men  had  intrusted  their  property  and  riffhts  to  them,  they 
could  no  longer  reason  with  them,  and  they  would  leave  a  room  or  a 
meeting  in  order  to  keep  from  hearing  them  speak  on  TOlitics. 

Q.  And  actually  vote  against  those  good  men  t— A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is 
their  privilege.  I  have  seen  negroes  who  could  not  actually  read  a  word 
pretending  to  read  the  newspapers,  and  saying  that  the  Democrats  had 
passed  certain  laws,  &c.  Sol.  Smith,  for  instance,  reads  the  newspaper 
half  the  time  wrong  side  upwards  and  then  instructs  them  about  the 
laws  the  Democrats  have  passed,  and  they  cheer  it  to  the  echo. 

Q.  When  you  were  asked  by  Mr.Saulsbury  if  there  was  anything  yon 
would  like  to  add  to  your  answers,  you  said  there  was  nothing  you  wished 
to  say  particularly.  When  I  ask  you  a  question  I  do  not  want  you  to 
go  on  with  a  general  discourse.  If  there  is  anything  you  deem  impor- 
tant, of  course  you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  tell  it.  But  I  want  to 
ask  now  in  rega^  to  some  particular  points,  and  I  would  like  to  have 
you  confine  your  answers  to  the  questions ;  if  there  is  anything  yoa 
wish  to  add  before  you  leave  the  stand  you  shall  have  the  fullest  oppor^ 
tanity.  Now,  are  not  the  colored  people  in  that  county  quite  desirous 
of  having  their  children  educated  t — A.  They  seem  to  evince  that  de- 
sire, judging  from  the  way  they  send  them  to  school,  and  frt>m  the  inters 
est  they  take  in  it    I  believe  they  do. 

Q.  Quite  as  much  so  as  the  least  affluent  class  of  the  whites,  are  they 
nott— A.  I  rather  believe  they  are. 

Q.  One  witness  testified  they  were  more  so,  or  at  any  rate  quite  as 
much  so,  and  he  was  your  Democratic  superintendent  of  schools. — ^A.  I 
think  so,  from  the  way  they  attend  schools  and  the  disposition  they 
show  to  send  their  children  to  school. 

Q.  Do  yoa  not  know  that  this  complaint  which  you  make  that  the 
persons  who  have  left  your  party  and  gone  in  with  the  other  party  are 
the  men  who  sought  office  and  did  not  get  it,  and  that  there  is  waste- 
falness  and  extravagance  in  the  management  of  the  finances  by  your 
opponents,  is  a  common  complaint  everywhere  of  the  party  that  is  out 
ag^st  the  party  that  is  in  t — ^A.  Tes,  sir;  I  know  that  there  are  such 
oomplaints  made  always  by  the  party  that  is  opposed  to  the  dominant 
party ;  bat  I  know,  furthermore,  I  have  read  something  of  parties  in 
this  country,  and  know  something  of  their  existence ;  that  in  no  placci 
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except  ia  the  Soath,  are  the  people  snrromided  uritii  the  pecaliar  dr- 
•camstauces  that  snrroand  us ;  that  ia  to  aay,  where  they  are  preaeiit€d 
^th  a  Tote  that  is  such  a  large  factor  in  elections  and  that  is  so  easily 
misled  and  misgaided. 

Q.  I  understand  that  I  understand  that  you  have,  at  the  South, 
whether  it  is  right,  or  just,  or  wise,  to  encounter  this  peculiar  fieu^t  that 
the  current  of  events  has  made  your  former  slaves,  who  were  slaves 
without  the  fault,  certainly,  of  the  present  or  last  generation  of  men^oB 
an  equality  with  you  in  voting,  which  is  a  very  rare  and  impfeesire 
event  in  history.  But  still  you  recognize,  do  you  not,  the  fact  that  they 
liave  this  constitutional  right  f — A.  To  the  fullest  extent. 

Q.  Given  to  them  without  their  &ult,  or  without  their  doing  anything 
to  get  it  themselves ;  given  to  them  by  a  force  outside  of  thdr  own! — 
A.  I  would  not  have  blamed  them  if  they  had  tried  to  get  it 

Q.  And  you  recognize  that  these  colored  people,  during  the  war,  were 
faithful  and  friendly  ;  while  tiieir  masters  and  masters'  sons  were  at  the 
-war  they  staid  at  home  and  generally  kept  tlie  peace  f — A.  I  was  a  child 
then,  but  that  is  the  general  impression,  and  I  think  it  is  true. 

Q.  You  have  a  feeling  not  unfriendly  to  the  negro  race  so  far  as  that 
Is  concerned  f  I  do  not  speak  of  yourself  personally,  but  your  white 
people  have  t*^A.  I  know  I  have  a  friendly  feding. 

Q.  Do  you  doubt  that  a  very  considerable  )>ortion  of  the  people,  the 
^hite  Democrats,  of  your  county  agree  with  what  Mr.  Dodds  stated 
the  other  day  was  his  opinion,  that  Uiis  bulldozing,  as  it  is  called,  while 
»n  evil,  is  preferable  to  permitting  the  negroes  and  this  bad  class  of 
inrhites,  if  in  the  majority,  to  rule  and  control ;  that  it  is  better  to  pre- 
Tent  it  by  force  than  to  have  it  donet — A.  I  never  have  discussed  diat 
41uestion  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  express  an  opinion. 

Q.  You  have  told  us  in  i*egard  to  many  things,  what  yon  thought 
other  people  believed. — A.  Ui>on  that  particular  question  I  am  not 
j)repare<l  to  express  an  opinion.  I  know  that  a  large  number  of  people 
there  are  generally  very  conservative  in  their  feelings,  and  are  opposed 
to  violence  in  any  form,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  would 
submit  to  almost  anything  that  could  be  endured  rather  than  to  resort 
to  revolutionary  methods. 

Q.  Do  you  not  regard  Mr.  Dodds  as  one  of  the  law-abiding  and  con- 
servative people  of  the  county  f — A.  Mr.  Dodds  is  a  conservative  man, 
^nd  I  was  surprised,  and  so  expressed  myself  yesterday,  at  Mr.  Dodds's 
testimony  on  that  particular  point  However,  he  is  a  man  as  capable 
of  taking  care  of  himself  as  I  am,  and  as  capable  of  judging.  I  mean 
hy  that  in  any  intellectual  difference  of  opinion. 

Q.  Have  you  investigated  the  particulars  of  this  whipping  of  Handy 
Fortner  yourself? — A.  Not  personally;  I  heard  this 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  what  you  heard. — A.  I  insist  on  giving  my  ex- 
planation of  the  matter.  I  have  heard  the  attorney  of  the  m^i  whom  it 
is  supposed  whipped  Fortner  state  that  he  himself  believed  tliat  tiiat 
matter  was  a  personal  matter  and  not  a  political  one. 

Q.  But  if  those  i)er8ons  asked  Fortner  how  he  was  going  to  vote,  and 
told  him  that  he  must  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  or  l>e  a  tliousand  miles 
from  the  polls  on  election  day,  if  that  is  true,  would  you  not  change 
^'our  opinion  on  that  subject  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  w<Nild,  for  this 
reason :  If  this  gentleman  went  and  whipped  him  on  aooount  of  a  law- 
suit, he  would  attribute  it  to  most  any  other  motive  and  undertake  to 
make  common  cause  with  a  large  number  of  Democrats  in  this  violation 
of  the  law.    It  is  very  probable  they  might  have  gone  there  aad  whipped 
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him  on  aocoant  of  some  private  grievance,  and  yet  attribute  it  not  to 
the  lawsoit  but  to  the  fiict  that  he  was  a  Bepablioan. 

Q.  It  wonld  have  about  the  same  effect  on  the  negro  if  a  Democrat, 
with  other  Democrats,  went  there  and  whipped  him  and  told  him  he 
must  either  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  or  be  absent  from  the  election 
on  election  day.  Do  yon  think  that  helps  it,  so  far  as  the  negro  is  con- 
cerned, that  the  man  had  a  personal  spite  f — ^A.  Not  so  fEO*  as  the  negro 
i8  coQcerDed  in  the  leaet  I  woold  say  in  addition,  that  this  gentleman 
who  testified  as  to  what  Fortner  said  before  the  grand  jur^-,  I  know  will 
Dot  lie,  and  men  on  their  oatb  and  not  on  their  oath  will  tell  yon  what 
1  believe  to  be  trne,  that  it  is  very  questionable  about  anybody's  going 
to  Fortner's  and  talking  about  how  he  should  vote,  though  I  have  no 
qaestion  about  his  being  whipped. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  tiiat  he  was  in  a  state  of  terror  before  the  grand 
jury f— A.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.  I  know  the  character  of  the  men  on 
the  grand  jury,  and  Mr.  Eames  said  he  assured  him  that  if  he  had  any- 
thing to  say  he  should  be  protected  in  it,  and  would  call  any  of  the  wit- 
nesses, if  he  had  any,  and  I  do  not  believe  after  that  assurance  the  negro 
had  any  fear. 

Q.  It  is  barely  possible  if  an  indictment  was  found  against  Thompson 
or  any  other  of  these  Democratic  gentlemen,  Fortner  might  think  they 
vonld  avenge  themselvest — ^A.  I  do  not  believe  they  would.  The  law 
is  not  a  force  in  our  State.  Whenever  a  man  is  indicted,  arraigned,  and 
tried,  as  I  have  seen,  you  will  see  that  there  is  some  meaning  in  it.  You 
get  a  man  in  the  clutch  of  the  law,  and  he  is  not  so  apt  to  go  out  and 
whip  men  as  you  imagine.  It  is  before  they  get  indicted  and  not  after 
they  get  into  the  hands  of  the  authorities  that  they  do  these  things. 

Q.  But  in  these  two  instances  you  attribute  it  to  suits  at  law  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  but  bring  them  in  and  indict  them  for  those  offenses  and  for 
assault  and  battery,  and  they  would  be  the  last  men  in  the  world  to  at- 
tack those  negroes  any  more. 

Q.  I  shall  look  then  with  considerable  interest  to  see  whether  Kas 
Wheeler  is  hung  or  not.  I  think  you  said  you  beard  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Bailey  when  he  flourished  this  pistol  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  also  have  testified,  I  think,  that  you  heard  a  speech  of  his  a 
few  days  before  the  election  f — A.  That  was  on  Saturday  night  when 
he  came  in  from  beat  3. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Bailey  say  in  that  speech  on  Saturday  night  that  he 
heard  there  was  a  warrant  for  his  arrest  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  he  was  not  going  to  be  arrested  until  after  election  f — 
A.  No,  air.  Mr.  Bailey  said  he  understood  there  was  a  warrant  for 
his  arrest;  that  he  was  to  be  arrested  as  a  common  vagabond  and  dis- 
turber of  the  peace,  and  be  said  that  he  had  not  disturbed  the  peace 
or  been  engaged  in  the  riotous  conduct  they  accused  him  of,  and  I  am 
snre  that  he  never  had.  Any  such  expression  as  that  would  strike  me 
as  remarkable,  and  I  know  I  should  remember  it.  We  are  not  a  lot  of 
brigands  up  there ;  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  hearing  men  swear  they 
will  resist  the  officers  of  the  law,  and  will  abide  their  own  pleasure  about 
it.  Snch  tilings  are  not  common  in  that  State  little  as  you  may  be  dis- 
posed to  believe  it. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  about  one  other  matter.  Did  you  receive  a  let- 
ter or  communication  from  anybody  advising  yon  to  call  a  meeting,  or 
to  have  a  meeting  called,  to  express  disapproval  of  this  killing  of  Print 
irfatthewsY — ^A.  Not  si  line;  I  am  certain  that  I  never  received  a  line 
fh>m  any  one  in  reference  to  that  matter. 

Q.  Or  in  reference  to  any  of  these  outrages  or  matters  that  have  been 
going  ont-^A.  No,  sir;  not  a  line.  .  , 
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Q.  Or  any  verbal  message  bom  any  onef— A.  ISo,  sir;  no  v^bal 
message  from  any  one.  I  was  in  Jackson  and  discussed  the  matter  with 
quite  a  number  of  men  there. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  or  discuss  the  question  of  calling  a  meeting  to 
either  denounce  or  express  disapproval  of  these  proceedings  or  this 
crime  of  Wheeler's  t — A.  Not  for  a  moment ;  I  never  dreamed  of  it. 

Q.  Or  expressing  disapproval  of  these  resolutions t— A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
did.  I  spoke  to  one  or  two  men  about  it.  I  remember  having  spoken 
to  Mr.  Dodds  about  it.  and,  I  think,  I  spoke  to  Judge  Mayes  about  it. 

Q.  To  anybody  else  t — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  discuss  it  with  anybody  in  Jackson  Y — ^A.  Judm  Cooper 
spoke  about  it  with  me  in  Jackson,  and,  I  think  I  talked  with  Gtoneral 
George  the  night  he  left  for  Washington. 

Q.  Did  he  not  advise  itt — A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did.  I  think  I 
suggested  to  him  that  I  would  be  glad  if  something  of  the  sort  would 
be  done. 

Q.  Did  you  conclude  not  to  do  it  for  the  reason  that  it  was  likely  that 
the  same  element  which  took  possession  of  this  other  meeting  would  take 
possession  of  any  other  one  tiiat  you  called  t — A.  No,  sir.  I  was  quite 
busy  at  that  time  and  it  ti^es  considerable  effort  to  get  a  meeting  dt 
citizens  in  Copiah  County,  and  there  is  hardly  any  man  who  will  under* 
take  of  his  own  accord  to  work  up  a  meeting  of  a  large  number  of  cHisens 
there.  Alter  these  resolutions  were  passed,  which  1  considered  veiy  un- 
just towards  the  Matthews  family  and  uiyust  towards  ourselves,  I  thought 
if  tiiere  was  a  mass  meeting  (bemuse  the  other  was  not  a  mass  meeting), 
and  they  would  pass  resolutions  regretting  the  circumstances  that  had 
arisen  and  would  say  that  those  resolutions  were  not  the  sentiment  of 
the  people  it  would  be  a  good  thing  and  I  think  so  yet.  But  I  fidled  in 
my  purpose,  not  really  in  my  purpose^  but  I  did  not  carry  out  what  I 
thought  of,  from  the  simple  &ot  that  it  was  a  greater  undertaking  than 
I  had  time  to  attend  to. 

Q.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  up  the  oth^  meetingt — A.  No, 
sir;  it  was  the  day  after  the  election.  The  killing  of  Print  Matthews 
was  a  very  extraordinary  thing  in  our  county,  and  there  were  quite  a 
number  of  men  who  came  in  there,  and  there  were  a  number  of  excited 
men  there,  such  as  is  incident  to  any  other  county  where  tiiere  hajs  been 
trouble. 

Q.  How  many  cases  had  you  on  the  docket  of  the  circuit  court  at  the 
last  session  f — ^A.  I  never  have  counted  my  cases. 

Q.  Had  you  more  than  eightt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  good  many  more 
than  eight;  I  must  have  had  twenty  cases.  But  I  am  surprised  that  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  should  be  going  into  an 
investigation  of  that  matter. 

Q.  But  the  minority  has  gone  into  the  investigation  of  Mr.  Buni^% 
cases  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  but  I  never  have  published  at  large  what  kind  of 
a  practice  I  bad  in  Copiah  County. 

Q.  You  will  allow  me  to  be  a  judge  of  the  propriety  of  putting  my 
question.  I  wish  to  ask  you  how  many  you  have  been  employed  inf— 
A.  Twenty  or  thirty,  I  think.  I  am  a  young  attorney,  and  have  only 
been  there  in  practice  a  few  years.  Mr.  Burnet  has  been  practicing  law 
much  longer  than  I  have.  I  believe  I  was  at  Hazlehurst  a  year  before 
Mr.  Burnet  came  there,  though  I  am  not  certain  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbubt: 
Q.  You  would  not  like  to  measure  your  standing  at  the  bar  1^  the 
standing  of  Mr.  Burnet,  would  yout — A.  No,  sir;  I  would  not 
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Q.  What  is  his  staBding  at  the  bar,  as  they  choose  to  lefer  to  Mr. 
Burnet  as  a  lawyer  f — ^A.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  discossin^  the  stand- 
ing of  my  brother  attorneys,  bnt  it  is  very  unenviable  in  Oopiah  Oonnty, 
and  also  in  Hinds  Goanty. 

By  the  Ohaibman: 

Q.  He  is  the  only  Kepablican  lawyer  at  Hazlehnrst,  except  Jadge 
Millsaps  who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election  t — ^A.  Mr. 
Bnmet  never  thought  of  being  a  Republican  until  he  went  to  Washing- 
ton City.    I  will  tell  you  what  I  heard  him  say 

Q.  I  insist  on  your  answering  the  question.  I  ask  you  whether,  in 
yonr  judgment,  he  is  the  only  anti-Democratic  lawyer  in  your  county 
except  Judge  Millsapst — A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  at  Hazldiurstf — ^A.  There  is  a  young  man  named  Mayes 
there  that  I  never  considered  much  of  a  Democrat. 

Q.  But  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election  T — A.  I 
doabt  it.    !Now,  in  reference  tf>  Mr.  Burnet's  Bepublicanism 

Q.  Did  not  this  Mr.  Mayes  introduce  the  public  speakers  at  the  Demo- 
cratic meetings  at  the  last  campaign  T — ^A.  None  that  I  remember  of.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  into  Mr.  Mayes's  character.  He 
was  a  nephew  of  Print  Matthews,  and  had  a  habit  of  voting  for  him.  I 
am  sorry  I  mentioned  his  name.  In  reference  to  Mr.  Burnet's  Bepubli- 
canism I  was  going  to  say  that  when  he  was  nominated  two  years  ago 
for  the  State  senate,  going  on  to  express  his  views  of  i>olitics,  he  an- 
noonced  himself  as  a  National  Greenbacker,  but  I  Suppose  they  are  not 
in  power  in  Washin^n  and  have  no  gifts  to  confer,  and  that  accounts, 
I  suppose,  for  his  being  a  Bepublican  in  Washington  and  a  Greenbacker 
in  Copiah  Oounly. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  Does  he  call -himself  a  Bepublican  there  t--A.  Ko,  sir;  and  he 
would  hardly  have  submitted  to  have  been  called  a  BepubUcan  there 
either. 

Q.  Then  he  is  not  the  only  Bepublican  lawyer  thereto  A.  Ko,  sir.. 

By  Mr.  Oambbon  : 

Q.  You  have  referred  to  a  Mr.  Mayes  and  stated  that  you  did  not  con- 
sider him  much  of  a  Democrat.  Did  he  or  not  address  the  Democratic 
clnbduring  the  last  political  campaign  in  your  county  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  but 
he  told  me  he  was  going  to  vote  the  Badical  ticket  from  top  to  bottom. 

Q.  But  he  did  address  the  club! — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  remember  he  did. 

Q.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  club  t — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  prob-- 
bably  he  was. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Mayes  call  it  the  Badical  ticket! — A.  That  is  my  impres- 
sion. 

Q.  He  meant  the  anti-Pemocratic  ticket  that  was  running  in  the  county 
at  that  time  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir :  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  called  it  the 
Independent  ticket  or  not,  but  he  told  me  positively  that  he  did  not  in* 
tend  to  vote  for  any  Democrats  on  the  ticket,  but  he  talked  a  dozen' 
ways  about  it.  At  any  rate  I  know  that  Mr.  Burnet's  character  at  the 
bar  was  never  determined  by  his  politics ;  I  know  that,  and  I  know  to- 
day there  are  Bepublican  lawyers  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  who  stand 
jnst  as  fairly  as  any  lawyers  do;  I  know  one  at  least  who  stands  just  as 
fairly  as  anybody ;  and  I  know  the  chancellor  of  our  district  was  one  of 
the  most  pronounced  Bepublicans  I  have  ever  known,  and  he  has  been 
appointed  for  two  successive  terms  and  has  been  reappointed  and  served 
as  chancellor,  and  no  man  in  Mississippi  is  respected  more  than  he  is. 
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Q.  Then  yoa  think  there  are  two  decent  BepobUcan  lawyers  in  the 
State  of  Miasiseippit — A.  YeB,  sir;  two  gentlemen  I  consider  first-rate 
men,  and  there  is  another  one  here  in  this  building,  Mr.  Lee ;  I  hare 
the  highest  respect  for  him.  But  I  have  no  respect  for  the  men  who  are 
Bepublicans  in  one  country  and  Oreenbackers  in  another  and  Democrats 
in  another. 

The  subcommittee  then  adjourned  until  Wednesday  morning,  Feb- 
ruary  27, 1884. 


Kew  Orleans,  La.,  Wednesdojfj  February  27, 1884. 

The  subcommittee  met  pursuant  to  actjoumment.    Present,  Messrs. 
Hoar  (chairman),  Cameron,  Frye,  Saulsbury,  and  Jonas. 
The  examination  of  witnesses  was  resumed,  as  follows: 

J.  S.  Sexton  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbubt  : 

i^uestion.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  E.  F.  Bufkin  say  anything  aboat 
running  anybody  out  of  the  county,  if  so,  state  it! — ^Answ^.  I  heaxd 
Mr.  Bufkin  say  a  few  days  after  the  election,  at  the  time  that  he  spoke 
of  in  his  testimony  here,  when  this  board  of  supervisors  were  in  session 
in  Hazlehurst,  at  the  comer  of  Mr.  Subat's  store,  in  the  presence  of 
several  gentlemen,  that  he  and  this  man  Joe  Bondurant,  on  the  night 
after  the  election,  were  at  his  house,  and  he  said  he  prop<^ed  to  Boi&du- 
rant  that  they  should  go  dovm  and  have  some  ftin  out  of  Ormon,  who 
was  a  Eepublicau.  He  said  that  Mr.  Bondurant  first  declined  to  go,  but 
he  said  he  had  some  whisky  there,  and  he  gave  them  two  or  three  drinks 
of  whisky,  and  after  awhDe  they  went  down  to  Ormon's  house  and 
called  at  the  gate,  and  he  said,  as  soon  as  they  called,  Ormon  declined 
to  come  out,  and  I  think  he  said  he  ran  out  the  back  way,  and  he  said 
they  shot  at  him  a  time  or  two  to  scare  him,  not  to  hurt  him,  and  the 
next  day  Ormon  came  to  his  house  and  said  there  had  been  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  down  there  shooting  and  shot  his  house  all  to  pieces. 
He  said  Ormou  had  left  the  country  and  he  had  never  seen  him  since, 
but  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  him,  which  was  written  from  Pelebatchee, 
in  Eankin  County. 

Q.  Is  Bufkin  a  Republican  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir  j  and  so  is  Ormon.  Mr. 
Bufkin,  the  other  day,  said  they  shot  off  their  pistols  from  the  gallery 
and  around  and  about  his  own  house.  But  he  stated  to  me  in  conver- 
sation that  he  went  to  Ormon's  house,  and  told  me  what  I  have  stated. 

Q.  Was  this  man  who  went  with  Bufkin  and  Bondurant  a  BepubK- 
o^nalso! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  three  were  Bepublicans — ^Bufkin  and  the  other  two 
men  ? — A.  Yes,  sir^  or  anti-Democratic;  I  think  they  were  all  straight 
Bepublicans. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Bufkin  intend  to  convey  the  impression  that  it  was  be- 
cause this  man  was  scared  at  his  shooting  that  he  ran  off  t — A.  That 
was  my  understanding,  and  that  is  what  he  intended  to  convey;  there 
is  no  doubt  about  it. 

By  Mr,  Cameeon  : 
Q.  It  might  be  well  enough  to  tell  what  he  said,  and  leave  it  to  otben 
to  judge  of  the  intention  t — A.  I  have  stated  folly  what  he  said. 
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BjrMr.  Saulsbubt: 

Q.  Yoa  heatd  Mr.  Bnf  kin's  teetiinon  j  here  the  other  day  T — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  It  -was  Dot  in  acc<»rdance  with  the  statement  he  made  previoasly  T — 
A.  ^o,  Bir;  he  testified  here  the  other  day  that  on  that  night  he  shot 
off  a  couple  of  rounds  from  his  pistol  in  his  gallery,  and  the  statement 
that  he  made  to  me  was  that  they  went  down  to  Ormon's  house  and  shot 
them  off;  that  is  just  the  difference. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  David  Bell,  a  negro  witness  who  has 
testified  here,  and  of  his  c#ming  to  you  and  trying  to  get  a  chance  to 
summon  the  witnesses  t — A.  Bell  came  to  my  office  one  day  week  before 
last.  I  suppose  he  had  learned  that  I  had  been  selected,  or  was  ex- 
pecting to  come  down  here ;  he  came  and  sat  in  m>  office  a  few  min- 
utes and  asked  me  if  I  expected  to  take  any  part  in  this  investigation. 
I  told  him  probably  I  would.  He  then  asked  me  if  he  could  do  me  any 
good  as  a  witness.  That  was  the  first  proposition  he  put  He  wanted 
to  l>e  summoned  as  a  witness.  I  told  him  I  did  not  know,  and  asked 
him  what  he  knew.  He  detailed  some  little  matters  about  Mr.  Matthews 
being  a  violent  man  and  that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Matthews  that  his 
extreme  course  in  politics  was  driving  men  off  from  the  party.  I  said  I 
did  not  want  him  as  a  witness.  Then  he  wanted  me  to  have  him  ap- 
pointed marshal  of  this  committee  to  summon  witnesses  up  there,  and 
said  if  I  would  do  it  he  would  consult  with  the  darkies  who  would  be 
summoned  down  here.  He  said  the  niggers  thought  this  was  a  big 
thing,  but  there  was  no  use  of  their  going  crazy  about  it,  and  he  would 
tell  them  that  they  had  to  leave  there  or  testify  favorably  to  our  side,  if 
he  was  appointed.  I  thought  he  was  after  a  bribe,  and  I  told  him  I 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  has  a  job  now  in  the  legislature 
as  a  porter,  I  believe.    He  is  always  hunting  little  jobs  about. 

Q.  .Do  you  know  anything  about  why  armed  men  went  to  Spencer's 
mill  or  to  Brown's  store,  or  both  places  I  If  so,  state. — A.  On  the  day 
of  the  election  a  young  man  named  Bill  Higdon  came  in  from  Spencer's 
mill  very  much  excited  and  said  that  Ed.  Matthews,  who  testified 
the  other  day,  had  five  double-barreled  shot-guns  in  his  house  a  tew 
yards  from  the  polling  precinct,  and  I  think  he  said  a  man  named 
Mincher  had  raised  a  difficulty  with  some  of  our  frienils  on  election  day, 
and  there  wjls  enough  of  them,  and  it  was  sufficiently  dangerous  to  cre- 
ate considerable  trouble  there  and  they  came  to  town  for  assistance,  and 
Mr.  Joe  Bailey,  Pooler  Britton,  and  several  others  got  horses  and  went 
oat  there  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  our  friends  in  the  event  there 
was  a  general  conflict  there,  which  they  thought  was  very  imminent  at 
thattime. 

Q.  Did  they  or  not  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  disturbance, 
or  was  it  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  disturbance  by  the  protection 
which  they  proposed  to  afford  to  Democrats  f — A.  They  had  no  idea  of 
making  a  disturbance,  I  think.  I  know  they  were  appealed  to  to  go  there, 
because  disturbance  was  threatened  upon  the  other  side;  and  at  Brown's 
store  a  young  man  came  in  iVom  there  late  in  the  evening ;  he  was  sent 
to  me  to  get  me  to  go  out  there,  and  he  stated  there  was  a  large  num- 
ber of  negroes  out  there  and  there  were  but  a  few  white  men  there,  and 
the  negroes  were  all  standing  around  there  and  some  of  them  had  guns, 
and  he  said  the  white  people  there  were  afraid,  very  uneasy,  and  wanted 
some  help.  I  could  not  find  any  horse  at  all  at  the  livery  stable,  and  I 
telegraphed  to  Mr.  Wilkinson,  at  Crystal  Springs,  that  there  was  serious 
trouble,  and  to  send  some  help  down  there. 
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Q.  What  was  yoar  object  in  doing  thatt — ^A.  It  was  to  get  aasistaiioe 
in  the  event  of  the  negroes  undertaking  to  raise  a  row  there,  bat  it  was 
not  to  start  up  a  riot  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Or  to  intimidate  or  to  prevent  the  negroes  ftom  voting  t— A.  No, 
sir.  They  had  sent  down  when  I  telegraphed  to  town.  The  votes  had 
not  been  counted.  The  negroes  were  standing  around  there,  and  they 
were  led  by  a  negro  named  Lewis  Brown.  Tou  talk  about  these  lamb- 
like negroes;  I  know  that  that  negro,  Lewis  Brown,  is  as  brave  as 
Caesar.    They  expected  a  serious  conflict  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  reasons  that  were^wsigned  for  the  passiug  ot 
the  resolutions  which  have  been  referred  to  here  t — ^A.  To  some  extent, 
I  do.  I  have  heard  some  gentlemen  who  were  present,  and  who  took 
part  in  the  resolutions,  talk  about  the  reason  they  were  passed,  and 
they  assigned  this  as  a  reason :  it  was  just  a  common  rumor,  as  corrent 
as  anything  could  be,  that  Mr.  Matthews  had  made  those  threats  and 
talked  about  his  will,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  and  he  was  attended 
by  a  body  of  men  who  were  desperate,  known  to  be  men  of  ooura^  and 
the  people  there  were  uneasy,  and  they  were  afraid  there  was  going  to 
be  further  violence,  and  a  part  of  the  men  who  voted  for  those  resola- 
tions,  I  am  satisfied  from  what  they  say,  voted  for  them  as  a  quietus,  to 
stop  their  troubling  them  further.  I  have  heard  men  say  if  those  res- 
olutions had  not  been  passed  there  would  have  been  a  dosen  good  men 
killed  there;  that  while  the  resolutions  were  bad  in  themselves,  tbey 
had  the  effect  of  preventing  fiirther  bloodshed.  I  heard  that  reason  as- 
signed for  it. 

Q.  If  there  is  any  other  statement  you  wish  to  make  you  can  do  so.— 
A*  There  is  nothing  else. 

By  Mr.  Gamebon: 

Q.  What  reasons  were  assigned  at  the  meeting  for  the  passage  of  the 
resolutions  t — ^A.  The  resolutions  speak  for  themselves. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  you  that;  I  asked  you  what  reasons  were  assigned 
at  the  meeting  for  the  passage  of  those  resolutions  t — ^A.  Do  you  thiak 
you  can  make  me  testify  to  a  state  of  facts  whether  I  know  it  or  not? 

Q.  I  ask  you  to  state  if  you  know.— A.  I  heard  no  reasons  assigned. 
There  is  a  preamble  there  which  speaks  for  itself. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  you  about  the  preamble^ — ^A.  WeU,  I  wish  to  make 
that  answer.  * 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  reason  assigned  in  the  meeting  for  the  passage 
of  the  resolutions  t — A.  I  think  I  did.  I  probably  heard  men  speaking 
of  those  resolutions,  but  the  reasons  were  set  forth  in  the  preamble  to 
the  resolutions. 

Q.  You  are  a  lawyer,  and  I  ask  you  to  state. — A.  I  do  not  remember 
hearing  any  man  in  a  speech  state  why  the  resolutions  must  be  passed, 
but  I  think  that  was  the  general  impression  of  the  crowd,  that  there  was 
danger  of  further  serious  trouble. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  your,  impression  of  the  crowd ;  I  ask  yoa  to  state 
what  reasons,  if  any,  you  heard  assigned  in  the  meeting  for  the  pass- 
age of  the  resolutions  t — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  any  as- 
signed from  the  bench,  or  from  any  public  speaker  in  the  orowd. 

Q.  Or  anywhere t— A.  I  cannot  recoUect  that  1  heard  any  reason  as- 
signed whatever  from  anybody,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  was  the  general 
impression. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  you  what  you  were  satisfied  of.— A.  I  shall  not  stop 
when  you  get  ready.    I  shall  answer  in  the  way  I  please. 
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Q.  I  will  ask  yoa  again  the  reasons  yoa  heard,  if  any,  assigned  at  the 
meeting  for  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  t — ^A.  I  refer  you  to  my  pre- 
TioQs  answer. 

Q.  What  was  that  t — ^A.  Yon  can  have  it  read. 

(The  stenographer  read  the  answer  referred  to.) 

The  Witness.  That  is  just  my  memory  of  it 

Q.  Who  informed  you,  after  the  passage  of  the  resolutions,  what  his 
or  their  reasons  were  for  voting  for  them  Y — A.  I  have  heard  several 
men  talk  of  it ;  among  others  I  heard  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Dodds  say 
that  they  were  satisfied  the  effect  of  those  resolutions  was  to  keep  down 
trouble  there.    I  remember  those  two  men. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Miller  or  not  elected  district  attorney  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  at  the  last  election  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  he  was. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Dodds,  who  has  been  a  witness  before  the  committee,  was 
the  other  one  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  the  only  two  t — A.  No,  sir :  I  have  heard  others  talk 
about  it,  bat  I  cannot  recall  their  names.  I  reckon  you  are  aware  of  the 
fact  that  a  man  cannot  call  to  memory  every  conversation  and  name  of 
the  men  that  took  part  in  that  conversation  so  long  afterwards. 

Q.  How  lon&^  after  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  was  it  when  Mr. 
Dodds  assignee  to  you  his  reasons  for  voting  for  them  t — A.  Mr.  Dodds 
and  I  discussed  those  resolutions  immediately  after  their  passage. 
We  talked  about  it  first  and  last  twenty  times,  and  Mr.  Miller  and  I 
talked  about  it  often,  and  Mr.  Oonn  and  I.  I  think  we  have  talked 
about  this  matter  frequently,  and  I  have  talked  to  a  number  of  citizens 
there  about  it,  among  others  to  Judge  Mayes,  and  Judge  Peytoih  Idiough 
I  do  not  remember  that  they  made  the  same  statement  that  Mr.  Miller 
and  Mr.  Dodds  made  in  reference  to  them.  But  we  talked  about  them 
very  often  there. 

Q.  You  stated  that  some  of  the  persons  with  whom  you  had  talked 
thought,  although  the  resolutions  were  wrong  in  themselves,  if  I  un- 
derstood you  correctly,  still  the  effect  of  them  was  to  prevent  further 
bloodshed  1 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Dodds  state  that  to  yon,  or  any  t^^ing  to  that  effect  Y — ^A.  I 
do  not  remember  that  Mr.  Dodds  did. 

Q.  Who  did  t — A.  I  think  I  heard  Mr.  Miller  say  so ;  I  know  I  heard 
him  say  so;  probably  I  have  heard  others  say  so. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  others  state  that  f — ^A.  I  cannot  recall  any 
other  names  just  now,  though  I  am  satisfied  I  have  heard  other  gentle- 
men express  the  same  opinion. 

Q.  Who  directed  these  armed  men  to  go  to  Spencer's  Mill  t — A.  1  do 
not  know  that  any  one  directed  them  to.  There  were  quite  a  number  of 
gentlemen  there  who  were  ready  to  go  if  they  could  have  gotten  horses. 
1  know  it  was  very  troublesome  to  get  horses  there  to  go,  and  I  know 
that  I  saw  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Britton,  among  others,  going  out.  I  have 
no  idea  that  they  were  directed.  I  think  when  the  appeal  came  in  they 
volnnteered  their  services. 

Q.  Who  requested  or  directed  the  armed  men  to  go  to  Brown's  store  f — 
A.  I  never  saw  any  armed  men  go  to  Brown's  store.  I  telegraphed  to 
Mr.  Wilkinson  at  Crystal  Springs  that  there  was  danger  of  serious  con- 
fiict  at  Brown's  store  and  to  send  help  if  he  could.  I  do  not  know 
whether  any  help  went  or  not.  I  haive  heard  that  some  men  started, 
and  afterwfljxls  heard  that  there  was  no  trouble  there  and  then  turned 
back.    I  do  not  know  that  of  my  own  knowledge. 
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W.  B.  BiNGHAK  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  Where  do  yon  livef — ^Answer.  At  Hazlehorst,  Ck^iab 
County,  Mississippi. 

Q.  Have  you  lived  there  for  several  years  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  for  nine  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession  f — A.  I  am  a  Presbyterian  minister. 

Q.  In  charge  of  the  charch  at  Haslehurst  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  saperintendent  of  education  from  1876  to  1884 1— A. 
Yes,  sir ;  from  March,  1876,  to  February,  1884. 

Q.  In  that  capacity  did  you  examine  and  contract  with  teachers  for 
the  public  schools  of  your  county  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  issue  pay  certificates,  &c. ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  with  the  aid  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  did  you  establish 
and  locate  the  public  schools  f — A.  Yes,  sir,  that  duty  was  performed 
at  the  first  meeting  in  January,  every  year.  The  law  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  county  superintendent,  in  connection  with  the  board  of  SQX)ervi- 
sors,  to  establish  and  locate  the  public  schools  within  their  respective 
counties  each  year.  With  that  exception  all  the  other  school  business 
was  performed  by  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  about  how  many  schools  th«pe  are  in  the 
county  ? — A.  About  one  hundred  and  forty  ;  seventy -five  white  and 
sixty-five  colored. 

Q.  Were  the  same  rales  applied  in  the  examination  of  teachers  for 
the  white  and  colored  schools  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  the  law  specifies  that. 
Everywhere  in  Mississippi  there  are  three  grades  for  teachers,  the  first, 
second,  and  third,  and  the  law  specifies  upon  what  branches  teachers 
applying  for  those  grades  shall  he  examined.  I  applied  the  same  rule 
to  both  white  and  colored  under  examination. 

Q.  The  colored  teachers  have  the  same  privileges,  and  get  the  same 
pay  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the 
whites. 

Q.  Were  the  teachers  of  the  colored  schools  colored  or  sometimes 
white  ! — ^A.  With  two  exceptions  since  1  have  been  saperintendent  the 
teachers  of  our  colored  schools  have  all  been  colored.  We  had  one  Ger- 
man who  taught  a  colored  school,  and  a  white  lady  who  taught  a  colored 
school  in  the  past  eight  years. 

Q.  You  are  speaking  of  the  teachers  in  the  colored  schools  ? — A.  Yes,, 
sir. 

Q.  The  teachers  of  the  colored  schools  pasped  the  same  examination 
as  the  teachers  of  the  white  schools  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  were  quite  as  competent  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  colored  people  have  a  sufiicieut  number  of  schools  to  ac- 
commodate the  colored  pupils  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  Under  the  law  the  schools 
for  each  year  were  located  for  that  year,  and  subsequent  to  that  annual 
meeting  in  January,  whenever  applications  were  made,  £»)d  their  ap- 
plications came  within  the  provisions  of  the  law,  schools  were  estab- 
lished at  subsequent  times  daring  the  year,  both  for  colored  and  white. 
There  has  never  been  any  complaint  made  by  the  colored  people  of  the 
county  of  notobtaiuing  their  full  benefit,  so  far  as  schools  are  concerned^ 
or  as  far  as  the  teachers  were  concerned. 

Q.  The  schools  were  located  conveniently  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  law 
prescribes  that  school  facilities  shall  be  granted  to  both  races,  and  that 
schools  shall  be  established  within  3  miles  of  each  other  and  nearer 
when  necessary. 

Q.  Do  the  colored  people  avail  themselves  generally  of  the  facilities 
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given  them  for  attending  schools t*^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  been  very 
desirous  for  education.  The  x>arent8  have  been  for  having  their  children 
educated,  and  I  believe,  as  a  rnle,  the  average  attendance  of  the  colored 
children  npon  their  schools  has  been  greater,  even,  than  the  attendance 
upon  the  part  of  the  whites.    I  could  not  account  for  it. 

Q.  Thecolored  schools  were  open  and  tanght  as  usual  last  3'ear  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  there  was  no  interruption  that  I  know  of.  There  are  some 
schools  which  are  interrupted  sometimes  every  year;  sometimes  from 
sickness  in  a  particular  neighborhood,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
when  the  crops  are  being  worked  at,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year  when 
the  cotton  is  being  picked.  But,  with  these' exceptions,  there  was  no 
interruption  last  year. 

Q.  That  is  usual  with  the  public  schools  in  the  cotton-growing  dis- 
tricts, is  it  not  t — ^A.  Yes,  wr. 

Q.  But  there  is  no  discrimination  made  in  that  respect  between  the 
schools  of  the  two  classes  f — A.  No,  sir.  The  law  provides  that  a  recess 
may  be  taken  of  the  schools  when  providential  reasons  justify,  so  that 
the  schools  very  often  are  interrupted  in  order  to  meet  the  wants  and 
the  needs  of  the  particular  schools.  I  will  state  just  here  that  perhaps 
two,  not  more  than  two,  of  the  colored  teachers,  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  year,  in  October  or  ^November,  I  think  it  was,  just  before 
the  election^,  reported  that  the  schools  were  small,  and  some  of  their 
parents  were  a  little  apprehensive,  in  view  of  the  political  excitement 
prevailing,  and  I  suppose  their  schools  were  closed  a  little  in  advance 
on  that  account.  With  that  exception,  though,  there  was  no  inter- 
raption. 

Q.  Were  schools  establishe*  last  year  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  more  white  and 
colored  schools  both,  were  established  in  1884  than  in  1883.  ^^ 

Q.  Therefore,  there  are  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  schools  in 
the  county  this  year! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  both  white  and  colored  were  increased,  you  sey  f — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Mississippi  f — ^A.  I  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Mississippi  for  twelve  years. 

Q.  And  have  lived  in  Copiah  County  about  nine  years,  I  think  you 
say  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  citizens  of  Copiah  County  pretty  well! — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  am  acquainted  with  nearly  all  the  leading  citizens  in  this  way : 
In  selecting  trustees  throughout  the  county  the  object  is  to  get  the  best 
men  who  are  patrons  of  each  school  as  trustees  of  those  schools,  and  I 
often  have  to  confer  with  the  trustees  of  the  schools  on  school  business^ 
and  in  that  way  have  formed  the  acquaintance  of  nearly  all  the  best 
people  in  the  county,  both  white  and  colored  being  trustees  of  their  re-  . 
spective  schools. 

Q.  What  are  the  characteristics  of  the  citizens  of  Copiah  County  in 
regmrd  to  a  love  of  order,  intelligence,  and  their  general  character  T — A. 
The  people  will  compare  favorably  with  the  people  of  any  neighborhood  in 
whi(^  I  have  ever  lived.  The  people  are  noted  for  their  hospitality  and 
as  law-abiding  citizens,  and  are  as  intelligent  and  moral  as  any  people 
with  whom  I  have  lived. 

Q.  Are  they  church-going  people  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  quite  a 
number  of  churches  established  throughout  the  county. 

Q.  What  State  are  you  from  ! — A.  $1  am  a  native  of  Alabama. 

Q.  Do  you  Und  they  compare  favorably  with  the  people  of  Alabama  !— 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  with  the  i)eople  of  other  communities  in  which  you  have 
hved!— A.  Yes,  sir.  .    r^r^nlo 
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Q.  I  Buppoee  yoa  take  little  or  no  part  in  politics  t — A.  No,  nr ;  I 
simply  vote.  I  have  voted  at  all  the  elections  held  in  my  ooonty  aiid 
town  since  I  have  been  a  resident  of  the  place.  I  attended  only  one  of 
the  speakings  in  onr  town  last  fftlL  I  went  down  one  night  to  hear 
some  speaking. 

By  theOHAlBMAN: 

Q.  Whose  speaking  was  that  t — ^A.  It  was  by  some  of  our  townsmou 
I  think  it  was  the  evening  that  Mr.  Sexton,  perhaps,  and  a  Hr.  Bailey 
and  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  legislatoie,  Mr.  Gnynes,  spoke. 

Q.  They  were  Democratic  speakers  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  Bepnblican  or  Independent  speaking  at  the  ttune 
meeting  that  yoa  heard t— A.  No,  sir;  this  Hazlehnrst  <dab,  I  think, 
had  speaking  regularly  every  week  or  two,  and  this  was  one  of  tbeir 
regular  appointments. 

Q.  Were  those  si>eeches  warm  and  earnest t — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  thej 
were  earnest  and  pointed. 

Q.  Did  they  condemn  the  Bepnblican  party  with  a  good  deal  of  sever- 
ity, or  their  opponents  t — ^A.  I  suppose  as  much  so  as  tiiey  tiiought  they 
deserved. 

Q.  I  will  inquire  whether  Mr.  Sexton  manifested  an  equal  warmth  of 
manner  that  he  did  in  his  testimony  yesterday  t — ^A.  Well,  I  did  not 
hear  it  myself. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Burnett — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  known  Mr.  Bnr- 
net  for  a  year  or  two  past. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Burnet's  character  good  in  that  commonity  np  totbe 
time  of  the  election  f — ^A.  I  will  state  that  my  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Bujuiet  is  very  limited.  We  have  met  and  spoken  and  passed  each 
other. 

Q.  StOl  you  knew  of  him  as  a  young  lawyer  actively  engaged  in 
politics f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heaurd  him  spoken  of  by  some  of  our 
people. 

Q.  Was  not  his  general  character  good  t— A.  So  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  his  being  engaged  in  drunken  brawls  or 
immoral  practices  in  any  way  f — ^A.  Ko,  sir ;  I  never  have. 

Q.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  election  did  he  not  bear  the  reputation  of 
an  upright,  industrious,  moral,  sober,  and  public  spirited  young  man  f— 
A.  So  far  as  I  know.  I  say  that  my  acquaintance  is  limited,  and  I  ha^e 
heard  very  little  said  in  regard  to  Mr.  Burnet  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  You  live  in  Hazlehnrst  f — A.  I  live  in  Hazlehnrst ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  church  in  addition  to  your  duties  as  superintend- 
ent of  schools ;  did  you  preach  on  Sunday  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Burnet  attend  your  church  f — ^A.  I  have  seen  him  there' 
sometimes. 

Q.  But  the  Methodist  church  he  attended  mostly,  did  he  nott— A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  colored  schools  were  stopped  earlier  than 
usual  in  consequence  of  the  apprehension  of  the  colored  people  giowinf 
out  of  these  disturbances  f — ^A.  I  think  only  one  or  two. 

Q.  How  long  before  their  usual  time  of  stoppingt — A.  I  think  thej 
were  nearly,  perhaps,  in  their  last  month.  The  schools  run  four  months : 
the  schools  were  nearly  out. 

Q.  A  week  or  two  sooner  than  usual  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  perhus  so. 

Q.  But  not  a  month  f— A.  Ko,  sir;  I  do  not  think  so.  The  schools 
were  nearly  out. 
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Q.  lu  what  precinct  or  beat  were  these  schools  that  stopped  f — A.  So 
far  as  I  remember  one  was  in  beat  4  and  one  in  beat  2 ;  in  the  west- 
em  and  southeastern  part  of  the  county. 

Ci.  Were  those  pretty  largely  attended  colored  schools  usually! — A. 
So  far  as  I  remember  now  they  were  the  usual  size.  The  schools  aver- 
age, perhaps,  thirty  or  thirty-five  scholars. 

Q.  What  is  the  school  age  in  Mississippi ! — A.  From  five  to  twenty- 
one. 

Q.  I  suppose  at  that  season  of  the  year  the  scholars  would  be  under 
fifteen  or  sixteen,  would  they  not,  under  the  age  of  actual  laborers  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  comparatively  few  scholars  over  eighteen  attend  school  and 
comparatively  few  under  eight. 

Q.  Of  course,  you  expect  in  school  teachers  of  all  kinds  of  schools,  in 
addition  to  their  literary  qualification,  the  qualification  of  a  good  moral 
character  f — A.  Tes,  sir ;  that  is  one  of  the  essentials. 

Q.  And  you  would  not  permit  any  person  to  take  the  office  of  school 
teacher,  whether  colored  or  white,  unless  you  were  in  some  way,  such 
as  yon  should  prescribe,  whatever  that  was,  satisfied  of  the  good  moral 
character  of  the  applicant! — A.  No,  sir;  I  would  not. 

Q.  Now,  these  colored  teachers  of  schools  were  of  good  moral  charac- 
ter, were  they  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  knew  when  I  examined  them 
and  gave  certificates  to  them  they  were— — 

Q.  That  was  merely  an  introductory  question  to  something  else. 
Were  these  colored  school  teachers  generally  Republicans  in  politics  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so ;  perhaps  altogether  so. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  of  them  in  your  county ! — A.  We  had,  I 
think,  perhaps,  each  year,  fifty  colored  teachers  every  year. 

Q.  Would  not  the  colored  school  teachers  there,  as  elsewhere,  at  any 
rate  within  your  experience,  be,  if  they  were  persons  of  good  moral  char- 
acter and  competent  to  teach  school,  persons  of  a  good  deal  of  influence 
among  the  people  of  their  own  race  f — A.  Of  course ;  yes  sir. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 
Q.  Yon  started  to  say  that  when  you  gave  certificates  to  these  par- 
ties yon  regarded  them  as  men  of  good  moral  character.  You  started 
to  say  something,  but  was  interrupted  by  an  inquiry.  What  did  you 
wish  to  sayf — A.  It  was  simply  this:  That  I  have  had,  since  I  have 
been  superintendent,  to  cancel  the  certificates  of  some  teachers  on  ac-' 
count  of  immoral  practices.  A  few  colored  and  a  few  white  also  for 
drunkenness,  and  sometimes  other  habits,  the  knowledge  of  which  came 
to  me. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Q.  Yon  would  not  say  that  the  teachers,  whether  colored  or  white,  in 
that  community  were  less  moral  or  respectable  than  in  other  communi- 
ties, so  far  as  you  know  or  believe f — A.  No,  sir;  I  think  the  colored 
teachers,  from  all  I  can  learn  in  Copiah  Connty — and  I  have  insisted 
upon  a  rigid  examination,  and  the  highest  standards,  both  literary  and 
moral — are,  perhaps,  superior  to  those  of  the  a<\joining  counties.  Very 
often  teachers  who  failed  to  get  certificates  from  me  would  ^o  to  other 
counties  and  get  them,  because  of  the  superintendents  there  being 
rather  lax. 

Q.  So  that  you  do  not  mean  to  imply,  as  a  contradiction  of  what  you 
said  to  me  before,  t^at  generally  they  were  persons  of  high  moral  char- 
acter, and  of  the  proper  literary  attainment  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  insist  on 
thefar  maintaining  that  reputation. 
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By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  I  believe  you  stated  that  the  interraptions  to  which  yoa  relened 
in  the  colored  schools  were  in  schools,  one  in  beat  2  and  the  other  in 
beat  4. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  intermptions  to  the  colored  schools,  so  fiv  as  yoa 
know,  in  beat  3  f — ^A.  Kone  that  I  know  of;  ho,  sir. 

J.  F.  Sessions  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Satjlsbuby: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ! — ^Answer.  In  Brookhaven,  Miss. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  f — ^A.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Q-  There  has  been  some  testimony  given  here  in  reference  to  a  suit 
between  the  county  of  Gopiah  and  Mr.  Gook,  in  which  you  have  beea 
referred  to  as  one  of  the  counsel ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  county  of  Copiah  !— A.  Teg, 
sir;  our  firm,  Sessions  &  Gassidy,  were  engaged  to  assist  Mr.  Burnet  in 
this  suit. 

Q!  Was  that  suit  finally  terminated  and  disposed  of  fairly  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  counsel  for  the  county  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  We  spent 
some  time  in  the  investigation  of  the  case  after  the  suit  was  brought, 
and  knew  nothing  of  it  in  advance ;  we  were  employed  to  assist  him. 
It  was  assumed  that  Mr.  Cook  was  indebted  to  the  county,  and  we  were 
engaged,  as  I  stated,  to  assist  him,  and  we  investigated  it  after  the  suit 
was  brought,  really,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  a  referee,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kair.  I  was  not  there  at  the  conclusion  of  the  case.  I  was  there  dar- 
ing the  investigation  of  the  case,  but  not  when  it  was  concluded.  Mj 
partner.  Judge  Cassidy,  who  is  here,  was  present  He  was  satisfied  and 
agreed,  I  believe,  with  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Cook  upon  the  judgment  which 
the  referee  rendered. 

Q.  That  judgment  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Cook,  was  it  nott — A.  Tee, 
sir ;  for  $1,000, 1  believe.  There  werethree suits  referred  as  I  recollect 
I  think  there  were  three  declarations  filed  against  Cook,  and  there  was 
a  suit  by  Cook  against  the  county.  All  those  suits  were  referred  to  the 
referee. 

Q.  And  the  whole  matter  was  wound  up  by  this  settlement  you  have 
spoken  of! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  or  the  counsel  for  Gopiah  County  any  complaint  to  make 
of  the  disposition  of  that  case  by  Judge  Wharton  f — ^A.  Oh,  no,  sir ;  it 
was  all  perfectly  fair;  it  was  all  agreed  upon. 

Q.  Are  you  generally  acquainted  with  the  people  of  Copiah  County  f — 
A.  Not  very  extensively.  I  am  acquainted  some  in  Hazlehnrst,  bat 
not  with  the  people  throughout  the  county. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  Then  I  will  not  ask  you  the  question  I  was  going  to 
put,  if  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  people  of  that  county. 

By  the  Chaibmai^  : 

Q.  What  was  the  time  of  the  compromise  or  settlement  of  that  suitf-- 
A.  I  do  not  remember  the  date.    I  remember  the  occuirenoe. 

Q.  Was  it  shortly  after  the  election,  or  about  tiiat  timet — A*  I 
think  so. 

Q.  Had  you  met  Mr.  Burnet  before  that,  in  Jackson  f— A.  Tee,  sir; 
I  met  him  in  Jackson. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Burnet  express  some  dissent  to  this  disposittoo  of 
the  suit,  as  contrary  to  his  view  of  the  case  t — ^A.  I  think  lie  expressed 
some  surprise  at  the  result. 
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Q.  My  question  was  not  exactly  that ;  I  mean  whether  he  did  not  ex- 
press his  own  dissent  from  the  conclusion  which  had  been  arrived  at ! — 
A.  I  think  the  expression  which  I  have  used  gives  a  better  idea  of  what 
I  learned  from  him  than  to  say  that  he  expressed  dissent. 

Q.  Did  he  not  express  his  desire  to  have  it  put  over  until  he  could  be 
present  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  state  to  you  tbat  he  had  written  Judge  Wharton  a  letter 
stating  that  under  the  excitement  he  could  not  be  present  f — A.  If  he 
did  I  do  not  recollect  it ;  I  know  that  Mr.  Burnet  was  well  aware,  and 
so  was  J,  that  the  suit  was  in  abler  hands  than  his  or  mine  ^  my  asso- 
ciate was  there  attending  to  it. 

A.  C.  MoNaib  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Question.  Were  you  or  not  the  referee  to  whom  the  case  of  the  county 
of  Copiah  against  Cook  was  referred  ! — Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Upon  the  examination  of  that  case  were  you  satisfied  that  the 
county  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Oook  in  the  amount  of  the  judgment  which 
was  rendered  in  Ms  favor  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  satisfied  that  the  county 
was  indebted  to  Mr.  Cook  for  more  than  the  amount  reported.  I  heard 
all  the  testimony.  From  all  the  testimony  that  was  developed  before 
me  I  was  satisfied  of  that.  That  report  was  made.  It  was  agreed  on, 
the  amount  was,  by  the  attorneys  for  the  county  and  for  the  defendants. 

Q.  Your  report  was  in  conforuiity  with  an  agreement  with  the  re- 
pective  counsel  employed  in  the  case  t — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  state  this : 
From  the  estimate  I  made  of  it,  I  would  have  reported  that  the  county 
was  indebted  to  Mr.  Cook  about  $1,700 ;  that  would  have  been  my 
report 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  you  were  selected  by  the  attorneys 
for  the  county  as  the  referee  and  accepted  by  the  attorney  of  Mr.  Cook  ! — 
A.  I  was  so  mformed. 

Q.  We  have  had  a  witness  hete  by  the  name  of  Joshua  Wallis,  who 
has  testified  in  this  case.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  ever  indicted 
in  your  county  for  any  crime;  if  so,  what! — A.  I  know  that  if  he  is  the 
same  man 

The  Chaibman.  But  have  you  the  record  of  the  court ! 

The  Witness.  I  can  describe  the  man.  I  have  not  seen  the  man  who 
has  testified.  But  this  man  who  was  indicted  in  Lincoln  County,  where 
I  live,  was  a  tall  mulatto,  and  heard  a  Mr.  Buf  kin — I  do  not  know  Buf- 
kin's  initials — ^were  indicted  in  1882  or  1883. 

The  Chaibman.  That  is  not  Tom  Wallis  that  you  are  speaking  off 

The  Witness.  Joshua  Wallis  is  the  man  I  am  speaking  of. 

The  Chaibman.  Do  you  expect  to  prove  by  witnesses  here  that  a  man 
was  indicted  t 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  If  you  will  wait  you  will  find  that  I  am  interrogat- 
ing the  attorney  who  defended  Wallis  in  the  suit,  and  that  he  knows 
whereof  he  spc^s. 

The  Chaibman.  His  evidence  would  not  be  legally  competent. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  I  would  humbly  submit  to  the  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee that  we  have  had  a  great  deal  of  evidence  that  would  not  be  lis- 
tened to  for  half  a  minute  by  any  judge  in  any  court  in  the  United 
States. 

The  Chaibman.  That  may  be  your  opinion.  I  was  about  ta  admit 
the  evidence,  but  I  want  to  say  that  the  rule  we  have  endeavored  to 
pursue  1  have  stated  once  or  twice  before.    I  do  not  understand  that 
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the  committee  admits  hearsay  testimony  to  prove  fiEicts.  For  instance, 
if  you  were  to  show  by  hearsay  that  a  witness  had  done  dome  particular 
thing  you  must  prove  that  in  the  ordinary  way.  We  have  permitted, 
in  regard  to  the  state  of  things  in  Copiah  County,  where  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  political  excitement  and  feeling,  and  where  it  is  stated 
that  persons  were  driven  from  the  polls  by  fear,  we  have  i>ermittedtwo 
classes  of  testimony,  rumors  of  crimes  or  disorders,  as  showing  the  fiact 
that  the  rumor  existed  and  influenced  the  result  of  the  election  on  the 
one  side,  and  rumors  of  the  character  of  persons  like  Mr.  Matthews, 
who  was  killed,  or  other  persons  who  were  active  Republicans,  as  tend- 
ing to  excuse,  or  account  for,  or  qualify,  or  at  any  rate  state  the  facts 
which  led  to  those  disorders  on  the  other.  Those  things  we  have  let  in 
on  both  sides.  But  I  do  not  understand  that  on  either  side  there  has 
been  a  consent  that  you  should  show  if,  for  instance,  John  Brown  is 
called  as  a  witness  for  the  defense  you  can  thereafter  call  somebody  to 
say  that  John  Brown  was  indicted  for  something.  That  does  not  come 
within  the  principle.  But  if  you  say  it  was  the  case  of  a  person  who 
was  actually  an  attorney  at  the  trial  here,  I  should,  under  these  circum- 
stances, think  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  apply  the  strict  rules,  be- 
cause it  is  a  man  who  knows  the  fact,  and  not  idle  or  distant  rumor. 

Mr.  Saxtlsbuby.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  the  records  of  this  con- 
viction are  not  accessible  to  this  committee,  but  I  hold  that  properly 
speaking  secondary  testimony  in  a  case  of  this  class  might  be  admis- 
sible in  a  court  of  justice.  True,  the  record  of  itself  woiSd  be  Uie  best 
evidence,  but  where  the  record  is  not  accessible,  and  where  the  com- 
mittee has  no  control  over  it,  I  think  it  is  perfectly  legal  evidence  to 
produce  a  witness  who  knows  the  £Etct  and  has  seen  the  record,  one 
who  knows  the  fact  of  his  own  knowledge. 

The  Chairman.  When  I  made  my  objection  yon  had  not  disdosed 
the  fact  which  you  now  state. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbub  Y : 

Q.  Were  you  counsel  in  that  casef — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  state  what  he  was  indicted  for. — ^A.  He  was  indicted  for 
grand  larceny,  and  a  Mr.  Buf  kin — I  do  not  remember  Buf  kin's  initials. 

Q.  Were  yon  the  counsel  in  the  casef — A.  I  was  counsel  for  Wallis. 
I  did  not  represent  Mr.  Buf  kin.  They  both  plead  guilty  to  petit  larceny 
and  were  fined  by  the  court. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
Q.  What  was  the  thing  stolen,  do  you  remember  f — ^A.  It  was  a  cow 
that  belonged  to  Mr.  DeceU,  in  Copiah  County.    This  was  in  Lincoln 
County. 

H.  C.  Conn  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Question.  You  live  in  Hazlehnrst,  Copiah  County  f — ^Answer.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f — A.  I  have  lived  in  Haslehnrst 
since  1873  or  1874^  I  forget  which.  I  am  a  native  of  the  county,  how- 
ever, and  I  have  lived  there  all  my  life. 

Q.  You  are  a  lawyer  by  profession  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  a  practicing 
lawyer. 

Q.  Were  you  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee  of 
Copiah  County  in  the  canvass  of  1882,  the  Congressional  canvass  f ^ A 
Yes,  sir ;  I  was  chairman.    That  was  at  the  time  when  M%jor  Barksdale 
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was  elected  to  Congress.  It  T^as  the  last  canvass  before  this  one  which 
yon  have  ander  investigation. 

Q.  Please  state  what  was  the  character  of  the  canvass  and  election 
in  Copiah  Coanty  at  that  time,  whether  peaceable  or  otherwise. — A. 
It  was  a  very  quiet  canvass.  There  was  little  or  no  excitement  during 
the  canvass. 

Q.  Major  Barksdale  had  an  opponent,  had  he  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr. 
Hill,  who  is  revenue  collector  at  Jackson,  a  colored  gentleman,  was  the 
regular  Republican  nominee  for  Congress  in  that  district. 

Q.  Did  he  canvass  the  county f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  appointments 
about  in  the  county  and  canvassed  the  county  as  usual  for  Congress, 
and  addressed  the  people.  We  did  not  canvass  together,  however ;  each 
one  had  his  own  appointments. 

Q.  Was  there  any  trouble  at  that  election! — A.  No,  sir;  nothing 
whatever  that  I  ever  heard  of,  nothing  that  was  supposed  to  be  attribu- 
table to  politics. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  election  in  Copiah  County! — A.  In 
round  numbers  Major  Barksdale's  majority  was  about  700,  either  a  few 
votes  more  or  less  than  700. 

Q.  Was  there  any  complaint  of  violence  or  anything  of  that  kind  ! — 
A.  Not  a  word  that  I  ever  heard  of.  !3oth  parties  accepted  it  as  a  fair 
election.    I  understand  there  was  no  complaint  from  either  si<le. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  take  part  in  the  election  of  1876  ! — A.  I  reckon  you  might 
say  I  took  part  in  it;  I  was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  take  a  pretty  active  part ! — A.  Not  very. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  any  office;  were  you  a  member  of  the  committee  ! — 
A.  No,  sir;  in  1875  I  had  no  official  connection  with  the  party. 

Q.  Was  that  a  quiet,  peaceable  election  ! — A.  I  think  it  was  a  peace- 
able election,  but  it  lacked  a  good  deal  of  being  a  quiet  one.  The  elec- 
tion was  quiet  enough,  but  the  canvass  was  anything  but  quiet. 

Q.  But  it  was  peaceable ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  peaceable. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  enthusiasm,  as  there  always  is,  and  personal 
difficulties  would  arise  between  parties  sometimes,  but  there  was  noth* 
ing  like  a  riot. 

Q.  But  so  far  as  being  peaceable  and  quiet  is  concerned,  the  election 
when  Mi^or  Barksdale  was  elected  was  an  election  of  the  same  charac- 
ter as  that  of  1875  ! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  The  canvass  was  a  very 
di£ferent  matter. 

Q.  In  what  respect  did  they  diflfer  ! — ^A.  In  1875  the  county  was  can- 
vassed very  vigorously  by  both  sides.  I  know  our  party  had  commit- 
tees before  the  election  to  see  every  voter  individually,  and  see  that  he 
came  to  vote,  and  we  had  a  great  many  barbecues  and  public  meetings, 
torchlight  processions  and  displays  of  that  kind. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  about  the  offenses  against  quiet  and  order,  not  the 
or^ary  enthusiasm  of  a  campaign. — A.  I  do  not  recollect,  that  in  1875 
there  were  any  o£fenses  against  law  and  order. 

Q.  In  that  respect  the  two  elections  would  compare  favorably  ! — ^A.  I 
believe,  since  you  have  mentioned  it,  there  was  a  little  trouble  between 
Judge  Bridewell  and  Mr.  Matthews  on  the  day  of  the  election  at  Beaure- 
^rd. 

Q.  But  that  was  a  "tuss  kicked  up  by  a  Republican^! — A.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  kicked  up  by  a  Eepublican  or  not ;  they  are  both 
Republicans  now,  or  were  at  the  last  election ;  I  do  not  remember  of  any 
other  tronble. 
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Q.  When  was  Major  Barkedale  elected  ! — A.  In  1882. 

Q*  How  did  that  election  compare  with  the  election  of  last  Ml,  wiUi 
regard  to  being  peaceable  and  qaiett — A.  I  cannot  say  the  same  tMng 
about  the  diflerence  in  the  two  as  abont  the  election  of  1875.  You  see 
when  M%jor  Barksdale  was  elected  he  was  the  only  candidate  to  be  voted 
for,  that  is,  himself  and  his  opponent.  The  only  officer  to  be  elected  was  a 
Ck)ngressman ;  and,  of  course,  there  is  not  that  amount  of  interest  taken 
in  a  canvass  when  there  is  no  local  politics  in  it,  as  when  it  takes  in  all 
the  county  and  State  offices. 

Q.  So  far  as  the  excitement  appeared  to  deter  x>eople  from  voting 
honestly  and  fairly  as  they  pleased,  was  there  any  difference  between 
the  election  of  1882  and  that  of  1883  f— A.  I  had  so  little  to  do  with  the 
election  of  1883  that  I  cannot  tell  you  much  about  it. 

Q.  Were  you  not  there  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  there  most  of  the  time. 

Q.  A  member  of  the  bar  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  what  was  going  on  pretty  well.f — ^A.  I  thought  I  did. 

Q.  You  are  neither  blind  or  deaff — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  glad  to  say  I 
am  not. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  people  casting  ttieir 
ballots  freely  and  without  intimidation,  whether  there  was  any  differ- 
ence between  the  election  of  1882  and  that  of  1883,  so  far  as  you  be- 
lieve ! — A.  I  think  there  was,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  little  pur- 
suasion  and  little  or  no  canvassing  done  in  the  county  in  1882. 

Q.  Do  not  misunderstand  my  question,  for  I  do  not  want  you  to  make 
an  answer  that  you  do  not  mean  to.  My  question  was  as  to  voters 
casting  their  ballots  fearlessly  and  without  intimidation ;  whether  there 
was  any  difference  in  those  two  canvasses  f — ^A.  So  far  as  I  know  th^e 
was  no  difference. 

Q.  What  is  your  belief! — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  If  some  of 
these  things  that  I  heard  since  I  came  here  are  true,  I  take  it  that 
t^ere  might  have  been  some  who  did  not  vote  as  they  pleased. 

Q.  Had  you  not  heard  some  of  those  things  before  you  came  hereto 
A.  I  had  not  heard  them  in  the  way  they  are  told  here ;  no.  sir. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  believed  before  you  came  here,  then,  how  aid  the  Sec- 
tion of  1883  and  that  of  18S2  compare  in  the  matter  of  persons  casting 
tlieir  votes  fairly  and  fearlessly  t — ^A.  So  far  as  I  know,  I  know  nothing 
to  the  contrary. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  for  your  belief,  as  a  well-informed  citizen  and  as 
a  member  of  the  bar  f — ^A.  1  cannot  say  that  I  was  a  well-informed 
citizen. 

Q.  I  assume  you  are. — A.  I  beg  to  differ  with  you,  for  really  I  was  not 
well  informed  about  the  working  of  this  canvass. 

Q.  Then  you  had  no  belief  as  to  whether  the  canvass  was  freely  and 
fairly  conducted  in  1883  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  inclined  to  think  it  was; 
I  was  impressed  that  it  was.  I  want  you  to  understand  me,  however, 
tliat  I  thought,  and  think  yet,  that  there  were  some  individual  cases 
where  perhaps  men  were  improperly  influenced,  as  always  occurs  in  elec- 
tions everywhere. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  influence  of  fear  and  terror  f — ^A.  That  is 
what  I  am  speaking  of. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  always,  occurs  in  every  election  f — ^A.  I  did  not 
say  that  it  was  a  rule  there.  *  I  say  it  always  occurs,  or  nearly  always 
occurs,  that  everywhere  improper  influences  are  brought  to  bear  at  all 
elections  where  there  is  great  excitement. 
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By  Mr.  JoNAS : 

Q.  Yoa  knew  the  candidates  on  the  Independent  ticket  in  the  elec- 
tion f — A.  Yes^  sir ;  I  was  personally  acquainted  with  all  of  them. 

Q.  The  election  of  1875  has  been  alladed  to.  Did  not  all  of  those 
candidates,  except  Mr.  Leon  Matthews,  support  the  Democratic  ticket 
of  1875 ;  were  they  not  Democrats  at  that  timet— A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  the? 
candidates  for  the  legislature  were  Democrats,  and  Judge  Bridwell  air- 
ways took  a  prominent  part  in  the  canvass. 

Q.  How  with  Mr.  Enochs  t — A.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and  has  been  be- 
fore our  county  convention  for  oflftce. 

Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Matthews  the  only  Bepublican  on  that  ticket  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  that  is  true. 

Q.  Did  not  most  of  those  gentlemen  support  Major  Barksdale  for 
Congress,  thenf — ^A.  I  think  all  did  except  Mr.  Matthews;  that  is  my 
understanding  about  it 

By  the  OHAiBSiLiLN : 
Q.  I  suppose  that  you  will  admit  that  they  had  a  right  to  change 
their  opinions  f — ^A.  Why,  certainly. 

B.  F.  OoNN  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Satjlsbuby  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f — Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Q,  Where  do  you  vote  f — ^A.  I  vote  at  Heath's  store,  district  4,  in 
the  western  part  of  the  county. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  here  about  the  disturbance  at  Heath's 
store ;  state  what  you  know  about  it. — A.  I  know  there  was  a  difficulty 
between  Colonel  Jones  and  Mr.  George  Nelson. 

Q.  State  the  nature  of  that  disagreement. 

The  Witness.  The  cause  of  it ! 

Mr,  Saulsbuby.  Yes. 

A.  The  cause  of  the  difficulty  was  on  account  of  Colonel  Jones  stat- 
ing that  it  was  unlawful  for  the  colored  voters  to  scratch  their  tickets : 
that  they  would  be  thrown  out  and  not  counted.  And  some  one  tola 
Mr.  Nelson  about  it,  and  he  went  and  asked  Colonel  Jones  about  it,  and 
he  began  to  evade  it  and  put  it  off  in  an  indefinite  way,  and  that  brought 
about  the  difficulty  between  Mr.  Nelson  and  Colonel  Jones. 

Q.'Was  the  election,  with  that  exception,  at  that  store — ^Heath's 
store— quiet  and  peaceable  f — ^A.  Yery  quiet  and  peaceable.  That  dif- 
ficulty did  not  seem  to  disturb  anybody  but  the  few  who  participated 
in  it. 

Q.  The  only  parties  disturbed,  then,  by  this  difficulty  were  the  par- 
ties engaged  in  it,  Mr.  Nelson  and  Colonel  Jones  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  a 
few  others  took  stock  in  it.    There  are  always  friends  to  a  difficalty. 

Q.  Did  it  or  not  affect  the  vote  at  that  store  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  it  did  not 
stop  it  two  minutes.  It  just  went  right  on.  It  was  just  a  personal 
altercation. 

Q.  It  did  not  come  even  to  a  fist  fight f — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  to  blows  or 
approximate  blows. 

Q.  It  has  been  assigned  here,  as  one  cause,  why  there  was  not  a  fair 
election  at  that  district.  I  ask  you,  as  a  voter  and  an  intelligent  gentle- 
man present  at  that  district,  if  there  was  any  disturbance  growing  out 
of  the  altercation  of  Colonel  Jones  and  Mr.  Nelson,  or  from  any  other 
cause  that  interfered  with  the  peaceable  right  of  every  citizen  to  de- 
posit his  vote! — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  not.  doOQle 
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By  the  Ghaibman  :  ^ 

Q.  You  understand  the  law  to  be,  in  your  State,  that  if  there  Ib  an; 
device  or  mark  on  a  ticket,  except  the  heading,  that  it  is  illegal  or  pro- 
hibited ! — A.  That  is  generally  the  impression.  I  am  a  very  quiet  citi- 
zen, and  do  not  study  law,  but  stay  at  home  and  attend  to  my  own 
business. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  tell  me  whether  that  is  the  law  in  Mississippi  t-—A. 
Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  law,  or  my  impression  of  it,  at  least. 

Q.  Did  not  Colonel  Jones  claim  that  these  scratched  tickets  that  the 
negroes  were  voting  had  marks  on  the  back  f — A.  I  do  not  think  he  did. 
That  was  the  impression  that  he  tried  to  make  after  the  difficulty  with 
Mr.  Nelson. 

Q.  Did  they  not  have  marks  on  the  back  f — A.  I  did  not  see  any  of 
them.    I  do  not  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  vote  for  Mr.  John  B.  Lynch — ^if  that  is 
his  name,  a  colored  Kepublican  member  of  Congress  from  your  State- 
was  thrown  out  because  there  were  some  marks,  as  alleged,  on  the  back 
of  the  ticket f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  that  from  the  histoiy  of  the  case. 

Q.  Was  having  the  negroes  vote  a  ticket,  understanding  there  was  a 
mark  on  the  back  of  it  which  would  make  it  liable  to  be  thrown  oat,  a 
proper  thing  to  do,  if  that  was  the  fact  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  but  the  difficnlty 
that  occurred  between  Mr.  Nelson  and  Colonel  Jones  was  about  scratch- 
ing out  one  man's  name  and  inserting  another  in  its  stead.  That  was 
what  the  difficulty  occurred  about. 

Q.  Probably  Colonel  Jones  knows  as  much  about  the  difficulty  as  yoo. 
Were  you  present  when  the  difficulty  occurred T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
Colonel  Jones  told  me  personally  about  it.  I  advised  him  to  be  quiet 
and  not  have  any  disturbance. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  him  would  happen  if  he  did  not  get  out  of  the 
meeting  f — ^A.  I  did  not  tell  him  anything  of  any  consequence  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  likely  that  he  would  have  suffered  some  seri- 
ous consequences  f — ^A.  If  he  had  proceeded  with  Mr.  Nelson  there  might 
have  been.  Nelson  is  a  young  man — a  better  man — and  doubtless  it 
would  have  been  a  serious  difficulty  between  them. 

Q.  Did  not  Colonel  Jones  tell  you  that  those  marks  on  those  scratched 
tickets  made  them  liable  to  be  thrown  out  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  he 
wanted  to  show  to  the  colored  people  that  any  marks  on  the  tickets  were 
illegid.    That  is  just  what  he  told  me. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 

Q.  The  law  of  Mississippi  does  not  prohibit  the  erasure  of  a  name  on 
a  ticket  and  the  interlineation  of  another  name  in  its  place,  does  itT^ 
A.  No,  sir;  I  know  that  to  be  so. 

Q.  You  understand  that  was  the  cause  of  the  difficulty,  that  because 
of  these  erasures  of  names  on  the  ticket  and  the  interlineation  of  Demo- 
cratic names.  Colonel  Jones  objected  to  these  tickets f— A.  Yes,  sir; 
that  was  the  real  cause  of  the  difficulty  to  my  mind ;  that  is  the  way  I 
understood  it. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  he  made  any  claim  that  there  were  any 
devices  upon  the  heading  or  back  of  the  ticket,  or  anything  else  objec- 
tionable except  the  erasure  of  names  on  the  ticket  and  the  insertioD  ot 
other  names  f — A.  He  just  said  this,  that  any  marks  on  the  ticket  were 
illegal,  and  he  just  wanted  to  show  the  colored  people  that  it  would  be 
illegal  if  they  did  it. 
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By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q.  And  there  were  marks,  as  you  know,  on  the  back  of  those  tickets! — 
A.  I  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  You  onderstood  so  t — ^A.  I  did  not  say  so. 

Q.  Ton  understood  there  were  marks  on  the  back  of  those  tickets  f — 
A.  Ko,  sir  J  and  if  I  did  say  it,  I  retract  it.  But  I  say  positively  1  know 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  what  we  call  scratching ;  that  is,  erasing  one 
man's  name  and  inserting  another  man's  name. 

Q.  Were  you  not  informed,  either  by  Colonel  Jones  or  by  somebody 
(I  am  not  speaking  now  of  the  scratching  out  of  one  man's  name  and 
patting  in  anotJber ;  I  am  speaking  of  marks  on  the  back  of  the  ticket), 
that  there  were  marks  on  the  back  of  those  scratched  tickets  f — A.  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Were  you  not  so  told  by  anybody  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  so  told. 
Colonel  Jones  only  hastily  said  to  me  that  he  wanted  to  show  to  the 
colored  people  that  any  marks  on  the  ticket  would  be  illegal.  But  the 
objeetion,  according  to  my  understanding  of  the  dif&culty  between  him 
and  Mr.  Nelson,  was  on  account  of  the  erasing  of  the  name  of  one  party 
and  the  placing  in  of  the  name  of  another.  That  was  the  question  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Nelson. 

John  S.  Degell  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Satjlsbtjby: 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  a  man  named  Joe  Bondurant  say  that 
he  and  Frank  Buf  kin  went  to  the  house  of  a  man  named  Ormon  and 
shot  off  their  gunst — ^Answer.  I  hjeard  him  say  about  this — ^I  do  not  re- 
member exactly  the  time,  but  it  was  somewhere  about  the  election ;  it 
might  have  been  a  day  or  two  after  that  it  happened,  he  told  me  about  it 
a  week  after  the  election — that  he  and  Buf  kin,  one  night  at  Mr.  Buf  kin's 
house,  concluded  they  would  have  a  little  fun,  and  he  said  they  took 
tlieir  pistote  and  went  down  to  Ormon's,  who  lived  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  from  Mr.  Buf  kin's,  and  shot  their  pistols  off,  and  Mr.  Ormon  ran 
up  in  the  field,  and  he  said  the  next  morning  he  did  not  come  up  until 
after  daylight,  and  then  told  them  there  were  men  came  and  shot  into 
his  house  the  night  before.  He  said  they  only  wanted  a  little  fun,  and 
did  not  mean  to  hurt  him,  or  anything  of  the  kind.  That  is  the  way  he 
told  it. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Ormon  run  off  when  they  shot  their  guns  and  come  back 
the  next  morning  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  he  staid  down  in  the  field,  out 
in  the  swamp,  that  night. 

By  the  Ghaibman  : 

Q.  This  conversation  was  a  week  or  two  after  the  election  f— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  The  thing  happened  a  few  days  after  the  election! — ^A.  Yes,  sirj 
it  happened  about  the  election ;  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  think  that 
may  be  the  day  after  the  election;  I  am  not  certain  of  it,  and  will  not 
swear  to  the  exact  time. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Bondurant  a  Bepnblican  f*-A.  I  think  he  is. 
The  Ghaibman.  He  has  testified  and  stated  he  was.    He  has  been  on 
the  stand. 
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John  Fobe  sworn  and  ezaminecL 
By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Qaestion.  Where  do  you  live! — ^Answer.  I  live  in  Lincoln  County, 
Mississippi. 

Q.  Did  yon  formerly  live  in  Copiah  County  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  native  of  that  county  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  connected  with  the  Matthews  family  in  any  way  !— A  I 
am  a  nephew  of  Gall  Matthews  and  Print  Matthews,  by  marriage. 

Q.  A  nephew  of  their  wives  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  deputy  sheriff  for  Print  Matthews  when  he  held 
office  ? — ^A.  At  times,  when  I  was  living  with  him,  I  served  as  his  dep- 
uty. 

Q.  You  knew  Mr.  Print  Matthews  very  intimately  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  with  him  a  good  deal  during  election  times!— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  his  character  t  Was  he  a  peaceable  or  violent  man  in 
his  disposition,  as  far  as  political  matters  were  concerned  t — ^A.  I  do  not 
think  he  was. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  he  was  a  peaceable  man  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  what  yon  would  call  a  violent  manf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
should  say  that  he  was. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  habit  of  uttering  threats  against  people  with  whom 
he  was  at  political  enmity  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  an  imprudent  man  in  that  way  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  v^  im- 
prudent. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  who  was  in  the  habit  of  cursing  and  denoondng 
his  political  opponents  or  other  enemies  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was. 

Q.  Was  he  a  man  who  was  in  the  habit  of  going  armed  !— A.  Yes, 
sir:  he  carried  arms. 

Q.  Was  he  what  you  would  call  a  determined  and  desperate  man  in 
case  of  personal  quarrel  or  difficulty  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  Print  Matthews  make  any  threats  in  case  be 
or  any  of  his  family  were  hurt;  and,  if  so,  whatf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have 
heard  a  good  many  threats  that  he  had  made.  ^ 

Q.  Mention  some  of  them. — A.  I  have  heard  him  abuse  the  Demo- 
ocrats  and  curse  them. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  that  if  any  of  his  fiunily  were  hurt  he  would 
kill  Democrats,  from  the  cradle  up  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Q.  By  way  of  vengeance  ! — A.  I  do  not  think  he  could  have  actu^y 
meant  that,  for  he  was  a  man  that  when  he  would  get  in  a  passion  would  go 
on  and  curse  and  swear  right  smartly.  I  heard  him  say  those  thiugsin 
the  presence  of  his  family.  I  was  at  his  house  at  the  time.  About  the 
time  that  he  said  that  he  was  fixing  up  a  circular  that  he  was  proposing  to 
put  out;  I  think  it  was  about  Mr.  Mayes  and  Mr.  Frank  Thompson  and, 
may  be,  one  or  two  others. 

Q.  What  year  was  that;  do  you  remember! — A.  I  do  not  know;  I 
have  not  thought  much  about  it.  I  think  it  was  somewhere  along  aboat 
1875.    I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  seen  the  circular. 

Q.  Was  it  the  circular  in  which  he  attacked  Ben  King  and  otiiersi— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  him  make  such  remarks  since  then  f — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  positively  that  I  heard  him  make  such  remarks  as  that.  I  hare 
heard  him  go  on  and  curse  and  abuse  the  Democrats  pretty  severely. 

Q.  Would  he  curse  and  abuse  individual  Democrats  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  do  it  sometimes  to  l^eir  faces  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  he  in  the  habit  of  keeping  many  arms  at  home,  do  you 
know  f — ^A.  1  have  seen  a  good  many  there  aboat  his  hoose— pistols. 

Q.  Not  gnns  ! — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  believe  I  have  ever  seen  a  shot- 
gun in  his  hands.    He  kept  two  pistols  himself— Deringers — that  he  car- 
ried with  him  in  his  pants  pocket  all  the  time.    I  was  with  him  a  good 
deal,  and  boarded  with  him.    I  have  seen  him  pnt  them  in  his  pocket ; 
one  in  each  pocket,  and  I  have  seen  him  with  them  often. 
Q.  Do  you  know  the  other  brothers  of  Mr.  Matthews  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  State  whether  or  not  they  are  men  of  the  same  character  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  they  are  of  the  same  character;  I  do  not  believe  that  they  are 
quite  as  dangerous  as  Print  Matthews  was.    I  have  had  difficulty  with 
them  all,  but  I  consider  Print  Matthews  worse  than  I  do  the  rest. 
Q.  But  you  consider  them  all  violent  men  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Were  they  all  men  who  were  in  the  habit  of  carrying  arms  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  men  ready  for  a  fight  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Apt  to  quarrel  with  people! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  with  Oall  Matthews  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  that  difficulty  f — A.  We  have  had  several 
difficulties.    We  had  one  right  lately.    We  had  one  three  years  ago, 
and  we  have  had  a  good  many,  off  and  on,  all  the  time,  for  the  last  five 
or  six  years. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  come  to  a  personal  collisonf — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  one 
time  we  had  a  difficulty.  I  rented  his  brother's  place  and  was  farming 
tbere,  and  he  wanted  to  come  into  the  house.  Mr.  Allen  was  running  for 
sheriff  for  Lincoln  County,  and  he  wanted  to  rent  the  house  from  me — ^ 
Q.  Your  house  was  just  beyond  the  line  in  Lincoln  County! — A.  Yes, 
sir;  so  that  he  could  be  a  candidate  in  that  county:  and  I  agreed  to 
]et  him  have  the  house  at  a  certain  price,  and  he  would  not  give  it;  and 
the  first  thing  I  knew — I  was  there  at  work — he  moved  his  things  into 
the  house,  and  just  broke  in  and  went  into  the  house  without  ever  get- 
ting it  from  me.  I  did  not  live  on  the  place,  I  boarded  about  a  mile 
away,  at  my  brother  in-law's  place.  And  that  night  he  turned  his  oxen  in 
my  field,  my  com  was  about  knee-high  then,  or  half-knee-high,  and  the 
next  morning  I  went  over  there  and  I  asked  the  negroes  if  there  had 
not  been  some  cattle  in  the  field,  and  they  said  there  was  not  any 
in  there.  I  said  <<  There  has  been  some  in  there,  have  there  notf" 
About  that  time  Mr.  Oall  Matthews,  who  was  at  the  gate,  said,  '<  I 
turned  my  oxen  in  there.^  I  was  mad,  and  said  to  him  that  he  had  no 
bnsiness  to  turn  them  in  there ;  and  he  said  he  got  leave  from  the  ne- 
groes. I  said  the  place  did  not  belong  to  the  negroes,  and  a  few  words 
occurred,  and  he  said  <^  Ood  damn  you,  you  have  said  enough ;  get ! " 
and  he  started  towards  me.  I  did  not  run,  as  he  expected  me  to,  and 
he  turned  around  and  started  to  his  house  and  hallooed  for  his  men. 
I  stood  there  and  said,  <<6et  your  gun,  and  come  out  and  I  will  exchange 
a  few  shots  with  you,  if  that  is  what  you  want."  He  did  not  come  out, 
and  I  dared  him  to  come  out,  and  I  went  on  to  my  field  to  work,  as  usual. 
We  never  spoke  from  that  time  for  six  months ;  but  I  voted  for  him  at 
the  election. 

Q.  Was  that  the  last  difficulty  you  had  with  him!— A.  No,  sir; 
I  met  him  three  weeks  after  the  election.  We  had  several;  we  had 
one  here  right  lately.  We  had  a  difficulty  about  three  weeks  after 
the  election.  I  met  him  between  Mrs.  Mitchell's  (I  had  been  to  Hazle- 
hurst) — I  met  Oall  Matthews  and  a  freedman  on  the  public  road; 
he  was  going  towards  his  home  and  I  was  going  towards  my  homc^ 
between  Mrs.  Mitchell's  and  her  son's,  Jim  Mitchell's.    I  did  notiiiteimf 
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to  stop,  but  he  hailed  me  and  asked  me  a  few  questions,  aud  he  said 
something  to  me  in  talking  that  I  did  not  like.  I  won't  state  it  miless 
it  is  necessary,  what  he  said  to  me,  and  I  told  him  about  some  thingshe 
had  been  doing.  I  told  him  I  had  hauled  my  cotton  to  his  gin,  and  he 
stole  my  seed.  I  told  him  that  he  was  a  damned  coward  and  thief, 
that  everybody  knew  it  in  the  neighborhood;  that  he  had  stolen  my 
cotton-seed;  that  he  had  loaned  me  his  wagon  to  haul  my  cotton  to  the 
gin,  and  would  not  loan  it  to  me  to  haul  it  back,  and  I  had  to  wait 
until  I  could  get  a  wagon,  and  when  I  went  for  the  seed  they  were 
thrown  into  a  rail  pen  in  front;  he  said  they  were  in  the  way  of  his 
gin,  and  that  I  could  get  them  there  any  time.  When  I  got  there  after 
my  seed  he  said  the  seed  were  in  a  little  pile  in  the  field.  I  started  to 
go  down  and  rake  them  up  there,  and  he  said,  "  If  you  will  hold  on  I 
have  a  little  more  seed-cotton  in  the  gin,  and  I  will  gin  it  or  give  yoa 
your  seed.''  I  said  I  preferred  my  seed,  for  I  knew  if  I  had  to  take  the 
money  I  never  could  get  it  out  of  lum.  He  owed  me  before,  and  I  Dever 
could  get  it,  and  I  preferred  my  seed.  He  never  did  gin  the  cotton  or 
give  me  my  seed,  but  he  promised  to  pay  for  it,  and  I  waited  on  him 
several  times,  and  dunned  him  two  years,  and  finally  I  just  told  him  I 
was  tired  of  aunning  him^and  did  not  expect  to  dun  him  any  more,  and 
wrote  him  a  receipt  and  gave  it  to  him,  and  he  laughed  and  put  it  is 
his  pocket  the  same  as  if  I  had  given  him  a  thousand  dollars.  I  thought 
it  would  have  insulted  him,  but  it  did  not. 

Q.  Was  he  on  good  or  bad  terms  with  his  neighbors  t — A.  He  was 
on  bad  terms. 

Q.  He  was  a  quarrelsome  man! — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  frequently  had 
difficulties  with  his  neighbors. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  make  any  charge  or  institute  any  prosecution  against 
you! 

The  Witness.  Gall  Matthews  ! 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  Matthewses  ! — ^A.  J.  E.  Matthews  did. 

Q*  What  was  that! — A.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  a  freedman  left 
Mr.  Matthews'  place  and  lived  in  a  house  close  by  me.  A  short  time 
after  he  moved  there  he  came  and  told  me  that  he  had  heard  that  M 
Matthews  had  said  he  would  fill  him  full  of  buckshot  if  he  didn't  move 
back  to  his  place.  I  says:  ^^You  need  not  pay  any  attention  to  that; 
Ed.  Matthews  will  not  fill  you  Ml  of  buckshot ;  he  is  just  trying  to 
scare  you  back.''  GThe  old  nigger  was  scared.  He  gave  him  until  Sat- 
urday to  go  back,  and  that  was,  may  be,  the  first  of  the  week.  I  joBt 
told  the  nigger  not  to  go ;  that  he  could  not  make  him  go  back,  and 
that  he  was  not  compelled  to  live  on  his  land ;  that  he  was  a  free  man 
and  could  stay  where  he  pleased,  and  if  he  owed  him  anything  to  p^ 
the  debt.  He  took  my  advice,  and  I  gave  him  a  job  of  clearing  some 
land  to  get  him  supplies  to  eat.  He  had  nothing  when  he  came  to 
my  house,  and  it  was  but  a  little  while  before  G.  E.  Matthews  and 
G^eorge  Jones  came,  and  Jones  made  out  the  affidavit,  I  believe,  accord- 
ing to  G.  E.  Matthews'  instructions,  against  the  old  nigger  for  stealing, 
in  one  case,  before  Judge  Bagot,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Lincoln  County. 
Then  he  made  out  another  s^davit  against  the  old  nigger  for  getting 
goods  upon  false  pretenses,  before  the  mayor  or  some  justice  Qiere— 
Frank  Thomas,  I  think,  in  Beauregard.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was 
mayor  of  the  town  or  not.  The  deputy  sheriff  came  out  to  my  house  to 
arrest  the  nigger.  I  told  the  deputy  that  he  could  go  back  and  rest  as- 
sured that  the  nigger  would  be  there  the  day  of  the  trial,  and  I  we^t 
on  the  old  nigger's  t)ond — or,  at  least,  he  took  my  word  to  bring  him 
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down  there.  I  reckon  Matthews  got  scared,  thinking  he  could  not  do 
anything  with  the  nigger,  and  he  came  to  me  to  fix  it  up.  In  order  to 
relieve  the  old  nigger,  I  told  Ed.  Matthews  if  he  would  withdraw  his 
affidavit  in  both  cases  and  pay  the  costs  himself  (he  claimed  $25  of  the 
nigger,  I  believe),  that  I  would  see  that  he  got  the  $25,  and  give  him 
my  note,  provided  he  did  not  bother  the  nigger,  and  the  nigger  staid 
aod  worked  it  out,  and  I  would  pay  it  to  him  in  preference  to  paying  it 
to  the  nigger. 

In  a  short  time  Gall  Matthews  came  to  my  house  to  ibove  the  nigger 
off.  I  told  Matthews  when  he  came  there  that  Ed.  Matthews  was  look- 
ing to  me  to  pay  the  $25,  and  not  to  bother  him,  and  he  said,  ^'  I  am 
coming  here,  and  I  am  going  to  move  this  nigger  or  die."  I  said  I  was 
going  to  keep  him  or  die.  He  was  armed — I  was  not — and  he  drew  his 
pistol  on  me  at  the  time  and  cocked  it  and  threatened  to  kill  me.  I 
went  on  home  and  stated  to  my  wife  the  trouble,  that  I  did  not  want  the 
nigger  to  move ;  he  was  owing  me  for  grub  I  had  advanced,  and  I  didn't 
intend  OaU  Matthews  should  move  him.  She  said,  '^  Do  not  do  it ;  let 
him  take  the  nigger."  In  order  to  pacify  her  I  never  objected,  and  he 
moved  the  nigger  to  his  house,  and  I  notified  Ed.  Matthews  to  look  to 
the  nigger,  as  I  did  not  feel  responsible  to  pay  the  $25  when  I  didn't 
get  anything.  He  waited  until  that  note  became  due,  and  he  sued  me 
on  the  note,  and  I  employed  Bob  Thompson  to  defend  me.  He  said  he 
would  get  me  out  of  the  case  or  not  charge  me  a  cent ;  he  said  it  was  not 
a  just  debt,  and  he  would  not  pay  it  if  he  was  me.  I  told  him  I  hated  to 
have  a  law  suit  for  $25,  but  he  said  it  was  the  principle  of  the  thing. 
I  told  him  to  go  ahead,  and  that  I  would  rather  give  $25  than  pay  Mr. 
Matthews  a  nickel. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  suitt — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether 
ihskt  suit  has  ever  been  decided. 

Q.  What  charge  did  he  make  against  you  after  thatt 

The  Witness.  Ed.  Matthews  f 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. — ^A.  He  did  not  make  any :  Ed.  Matthews  did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  instigate  a  suit  there — ^he  and  Gall  Matthews— on  a  charge 
of  burning  a  ginf — A.  It  was  T.  E.  Matthews  who  did  that. 

Q.  The  one  they  called  Bas.  Matthews! — A.  He  made  out  an  affida- 
vit against  me  charging  me  with  bumingtheir  gin. 

Q.  His  and  J.  P.  Matthews'  gint — A.  His  and  M.  A.  Matthews'  gin^ 
I  think  it  was. 

Q.  He  charged  you  with  burning  it! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  prosecution  t — ^A.  They  had  me  ar- 
arested :  the  officer  came  there  and  arrested  me,  and  I  had  my  trial  be- 
fore Judge  Bagot^  and  he  did  not  make  any  case  out  of  it  at  all. 

Q.  It  was  dismissed f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  dismissed  and  I  was  dis- 
cbiffged. 

Q.  The  Matthewses,  then,  have  not  given  you  a  very  happy  tiifte  of 
itf — ^A.  No,  sir;  they  have  not. 

Q.  Yet,  you  are  nephew  of  the  wife's f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  always 
supported  and  voted  for  them  when  I  was  in  the  county  of  Copiah,  and 
worked  and  electioneered  for  J.  P.  Matthews. 

Q.  Was  not  the  burning  of  this  gin  the  same  burning  that  is  charged 
to  have  been  done  on  account  of  politics  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Burnt  for  political  causes t — ^A.  That  is  what  some  said  it  was; 
that  is  what  the  Matthewses  say,  that  it  was  the  Democracy  who  burnt 
it. 

Q.  Did  not  your  mother,  a  short  time  before  the  election,  visit  Print 
Matthews^  house  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  State  whether  or  not,  on  her  retam,  she  made  any  statem^t  to 
you  aboat  guns  that  she  saw  at  the  house,  and  whether  she  hesffd 
for  what  purpose  they  were  there  f— A.  She  came  from  Hazleharst; 
she  is  a  sister  to  J.  P.  Matthews'  wife,  and  was  there  on  a  Tiait  just 
about  the  time,  or  a  little  while  before  the  election ;  she  came  from 
Print  Matthews'  house  to  Oall  Matthews'  house,  and  staid  a  day  or  two 
and  came  over  there  to  my  house.  While  she  was  up  there  she  said  theio 
were  pretty  warm  times ;  she  stated  some  things  about  Print's  cursiiig, 
ripping,  and  snorting  about  the  Democrats^  and  she  said  that  Print 
A^tthews'  daughter  was  sick ;  that  was  Jessie,  and  she  says  that  Jessie 
remarked  to  her,  <<  Aunt  Beckey,  they  are  going  to  kill  pa."  '^Oh,  no, 
Jessie,"  she  says,  "they  are  not",  she  says,  "they  won't  do  it"  She 
told  her  she  was  there  sick,  and  they  would  not  do  it. 

By  the  Ghaibman: 
Q.  That  was  the  sick  daughter f — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  she  went  on  to 
state  about  there  being  a  great  many  guns  brought  into  Print  Mat- 
thews' house  and  laid  on  her  mother's  bed — a  pile  of  guns  about  tiiat 
high  [indicating]. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 

Q.  This  girl  told  your  mother  thatt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  else :  she  said  that  your  mother  saw  those  gunsf — A.  I  do 
not  remember  wnether  she  told  me  she  saw  the  guns  or  not ;  she  might 
have  seen  the  guns.  She  told  me  she  heard  a  message  that  Print  Mat- 
thews told  bis  boys  Meredith  and  Suggs  when  they  started  to  college, 
that  if  he  was  killed  or  hurt  to  get  their  shotguns  and  take  to  the  woods. 

Q.  What  did  he  mean  by  taking  to  the  woods  t — A.  To  get  saUsfac- 
tion,  I  i*eckon;  until  they  got  satisfaction;  I  believe  that  was  it;  to  get 
their  shotguns  and  take  to  the  woods  until  they  got  satisfaction ;  I  think 
that  was  about  the  language. 

By  the  Ghaibman: 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  conversation  at  Mr.  Burnet's  office  tiiat  yon 
had  about  Print  Matthews  when  H.  B.  Mayes  was  present  f 

The  Witness.  That  I  had  with  Mr.  Burnet ! 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  ISTo,  sir;  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Burnet  and  I  ever  had 
any  conversation  at  all. 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  his  office  ! — A.  I  was  in  Mr.  Mayes*  office  and  Mr. 
Burnet  was  sitting  there. 

Q.  Were  you  not  once  in  Mr.  Burnet's  office  when  Mr.  Mayes  was 
sitting  there  f — A.  I  was  in  an  office  in  Hazlehurst  to  see  Mr.  Mayes 
on  some  business. 

Q.  Where  was  the  office! — ^A.  Upstairs  in  a  building  on  Front  street, 
I  thiqk,  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad.  I  do  not  know  if  it  was  Mr. 
Mayes'  office ;  maybe  Mr.  Mayes'  office  was  there ;  but  it  was  a  good 
large  office.    I  had  no  business  with  Mr.  Burnet. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  Mr.  Burnet's  sign  on  the  doorf — ^A.  I  never 
noticed. 

Q.  At  any  rate  you  were  in  an  office  where  Mr.  Mayes  was  sitting 
and  Mr.  Burnet  was  there  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  conversation  about  Print  Matthews  f — A.  No,  sir; 
1  did  not  have  any  conversation  about  Print  Matthews. 

Q.  Did  you  not  talk  about  him  9 — ^A.  No,  sir ;  I  might  have  said 
something  about  that.    I  went  over  to  see  Mr.  Mayes  about  a  suit. 
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Q.  Did  you  not  say  you  had  always  voted  for  Mr.  Matthews  f — A.  I 
do  not  remember  at  that  time  that  I  did. 

Q.  It  is  the&ctthat  you  always  voted  for  him  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  always 
did. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  he  was  as  fine  an  officer  and  as  fine  a  man  as 
there  was  in  Copiah  County  ? — ^A.  Well,  Print  Matthews  made  a  good 
sheriff,  I  thought;  I  supported  him. 

Q.  Then  you  did  say  ^at  he  was  as  fine  an  officer  as  there  was  in 
Copiah  County! — ^A.  As  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Ton  said  that.  Now,  were  you  complained  of  by  anybody  for  burn- 
ing or  setting  fire  to  a  cotton-gin  t 

The  Witness.  When  f 

The  Chaibman.  Ever. 

The  Witness.  I  was  arrested  here  since  the  election  and  accused  of 
burning  a  cotton-gin. 

Q.  Did  not  the  grand  jury  afterwards  find  a  bill  against  yout — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  afterwards  throw  it  out  f— A.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  they  did  find  a  bill  against  you  f — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  the  matter  being  found  by  the 
grand  jury  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  never  informed  of  that? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  was.  I 
was  arrested  and  tried  before  Judge  Bagot  and  was  discharged,  and  I 
understood  they  went  before  the  grand  juiy  afterwards  to  get  a  bill 
against  me,  and  the  grand  jury  took  no  notice  of  it;  that  is  the  infor- 
mation I  got. 

Q.  When  the  case  was  tried  before  Judge  Bagot,  was  there  not  evi- 
dence that  there  were  foot-prints  found  in  the  earth  about  the  cotton- 
gin  leading  to  your  house ;  was  there  not  such  evidence  f — A.  There  was 
evidence  there  that  there  was  a  track  along  the  public  road. 

Q.  And  the  track  led  to  your  house  and  lot,  did  it  not! — ^A.  No,  sir; 
there  was  nothing  about  a  lot. 

Q.  To  your  house,  then  f — A.  To  my  house ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Through  a  little  field,  was  it! — A.  There  was  a  little  patch  right 
there  by  my  house  and  a  cow-pen. 

Q.  Were  you  not  asked  to  have  your  foot  measured,  and  did  you  not 
refaset— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  refuse;  at  that  time  I  did  not  refuse. 
My  foot  was  measured,  but  I  said,  "You  have  no  right  to  measure  my 
foot.''  Bob  Miller  was  the  lawyer,  and  I  said,  "Measure  your  own  foot, 
Bob  Miller,  for  you  had  just  as  much  to  do  with  it  as  I  did." 

Q.  Was  he  the  district  attorney  f — A.  He  was  Mr.  Matthews'  attor- 
ney. 

Q.  He  is  the  man  who  is  now  district  attorney  in  Copiah  County! — 
Al.  He  might  have  been  in  Copiah  County  j  I  do  not  know.  It  was  Bob 
Miller.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  distnct  attorney  or  not.  I  do  not 
live  in  Copiah  County  now. 

Q.  You  told  them  they  had  no  J|>usiness  to  measure  your  foot,  and  you 
told  Mr.  Miller  to  measure  his  own  foot? — A.  When  he  spoke  about 
measuring  my  foot,  I  says,  "  I  don't  think  you  have  any  right  to  measure 
my  foot;  it  might  be,  and  it  mig^t  not."  I  says^  "You  can  measure 
your  own  foot ;  you  had  just  as  much  to  do  with  it  as  1  did" ;  just  that 
way. 

Q.  Was  the  weather  pretty  wet  at  that  time  t — A.  It  was  raining 
Monday  pretty  well  all  day. 
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Q.  The  man's  cotton£riD  had  been  barned  by  somebody,  had  it  Doti— 
A.  They  claimed  Sunday  night  the  gin  was  bomed. 

Q.  Was  that  after  or  before  the  election  f — A.  After  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  ride  around  with  these  men  that  were  riding  about  the 
county  at  any  time  before  the  election  ! — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  were  not  in  Copiah  County  before  the  election  ! — A,  I  was  in 
Copiah  County,  in  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Who  did  you  go  with  f — ^A.  I  went  by  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  go  on  horseback  t — ^A.  1  did. 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  company  with  any  other  man  on  horseback!— A 

o,  sir:  I  do  not  think  I  was. 

Q.  Where  were  you  for  the  five  or  six  nights  before  the  election!— A 

was  at  home. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  home  those  nights  before  election  !— A  I 
do  not  know  that  1  left  home. 

Q.  You  were  not  away  evenings! — A.  I  went  away  to  Hazlehurst,  bat 
I  do  not  remember  about  what  time  that  was.  That  was  to  attend  to 
the  lawsuit  I  had  up  Uiere. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  get  back  at  night ! — ^A.  I  went  up  one  day,  and 
came  back  the  next. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  the  night  between  those  two  days!— A  I 
staid  at  Judge  Mayes',  in  Hazlehurst,  one  nighty  he  is  an  uncle  of  mine 
by  marriage.  He  was  the  man  1  had  business  with.  That  was  one  time 
I  went  to  Hazlehurst  J  and  another  time  I  went  to  Hazlehurst  I  staid 
all  night  with  Print  Matthews. 

Q.  When  was  that ! — A.  That  was  before  the  election. 

Q.  How  long  before  ! — ^A.  I  believe  I  went  to  Hazlehurst  three  times. 

Q.  But  the  night  you  staid  with  Mr.  Matthews! — ^A.  I  do  not  remem- 
bex  whether  it  was  in  September  or  not.  Print  Matthews  had  charge 
of  a  claim  that  belonged  to  my  wife:  it  was  transferred  to  him. 

Q.  A  claim  against  whom! — A.  Tne  daim  belonged  to  my  wife;  it 
was  her  property }  she  heired  it.  The  claim  was  against  the  estate  of 
Joel  East.    It  was  property  that  she  heired  from  her  grandfather. 

Q.  Did  you  borrow  $100  of  Print  Matthews  !— A.  I  did. 

Q.  When  was  that ! — ^A.  It  might  have  been  in  1870. 

Q.  Did  you  not  borrow  some  money  after  that  to  finish  your  crop!— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  ! — A.  Ten  dollars.  He  was  there  in  the  summer ;  he 
came  down  after  this  claim. 

Q.  Did  you  not  borrow  some  money  of  him  last  spring! — A.  NOj  sir. 
The  ten  dollars  I  borrowed  from  him  last  year  was  in  June,  I  thnik.  I 
have  got  his  letter. 

Q.  fiow  much  did  you  borrow  then  ! — ^A  Ten  dollars.  He  was  down 
at  my  hou^  and  had  got  this  daim.  Let  me  tell  you  how  he  got  that 
claim 

Q.  That  is  all  I  want  to  know.  How  old  was  this  little  girl !— ^A. 
She  is  about  grown;  I  do  not  remember  how  old  she  is;  she  isof  ri^t 
good  siz^.  I  might  say  she  is  twelve  or  fourteen  years  old,  a  good  big 
girl,  considered  a  young  lady. 

Q.  What  illness  did  she  have;  was  she  sick  from  a  cold,  or  what!— 
A.  She  was  lying  down  on  her  bed. 

Q.  How  long  did  the  sickness  last  f— A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Several  weeks ;  was  it  pretty  serious  ! — ^A.  I  never  heard  when 
she  was  taken  or  when  she  got  weU. 

Q.  There  is  evidence  she  was  sick  on  election  day  ! — ^A.  My  mother 
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fiaid  she  was  sick  when  she  was  up  there.  I  do  not  know  when  she 
was  taken  sick  or  how  long  she  was  sick. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  that  your  mother  was  np  there  before  election  ! — 
A.  I  do  not  know  precisely ;  it  was  before  the  election  awhile. 

Q.  Two  or  three  weeks  before  the  election  or  only  a  day  or  two  t — ^A. 
It  was  longer  than  a  day  or  two. 

Q.  How  long  should  you  say  in  your  best  judgment  t — ^A.  It  might 
have  be€»i  two  or  three  weeks. 

Q.  That  your  mother  was  there  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  the  little  girl  was  sick  f — A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  And  your  mother  told  you  that  the  little  girl  said  as  she  lay  in  bed 
tliat  they  were  going  to  kill  her  father  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  mother  also  told  you  that  the  father  told  the  boys  when 
they  left  to  go  to  college  that  if  he  was  killed  they  should  take  to  the 
woods  until  they  could  get  satisfaction  f — Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
Q.  You  live  in  Lincoln  County,  do  you  not  !-^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  took  no  part  in  the  political  campaign  in  Copiah  County  last 
fall! — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  for  a  short  time  before  this  gin  was  burned, 
when  Mr.  Matthews  came  down  and  advised  yonr  motlier  to  take  her 
cotton  and  seed  from  the  gin,  if  she  saw  Mr.  Matthews  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  * 
that  was  not  the  gin;  that  was  another  gin  that  was  burned  up  on  the 
Matthews  place. 

Q.  When  was  that  burned  t— A.  That  was  burned  some  time  ago } 
that  was  directly  after  the  war. 
Mr.  Jonas.  That  is  immaterial,  then. 

Mr.  Sattlsbubt.  I  desire  now  to  have  placed  on  the  records  of  the 
committee  a  communication  ttom  Dr.  A.  B.  Pitts,  a  witness  who  has  tes- 
tified before  the  committee,  which  I  iind  published  the  next  day  in  the 
Times-Democrat  of  this  ci^,  relating  to  his  testimony  in  this  case,  which 
I  will  read : 

A  GOBBEOTION. 

Hazlehurst,  Miss.,  Fdtruary  20, 1884. 
To  the  EMor  of  ike  Hmm-Demootat : 

Please  do  me  the  Justice  to  make  a  correction  in  your  report  of  my  evidence  before 
the  Senate  committee  vesterdav.  From  yonr  report  one  would  natorally  infer  that 
I  here  was  a  oMltof  of  lots  by  the  POflee  lefemd  to  in  order  to  determine  who  should 
ktU  Mathews.  The  facts  are  as  follows :  I  told  the  committee  that  I  did  not  remem- 
ber the  exact  words  used  by  Wheeleri  but  in  substance  this :  *'It  fell  to  his  lot  to  do 
prhat  he  did— that  is,  the  drownatanoen  were  such  that  it  fell  upon  him.'' 
Pleaae  publish  this  in  to-morrow's  issue,  since  I  am  incorrectly  represented. 
RespectfuUy, 

A.  B.  PITTS. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  We  have  another  witness,  who  is  sick  in  bed  and 
lot  able  to  be  here;  he  has  been  in  bed  two  or  three  days;  it  is  the 
iistriet  attorney,  Mr.  Miller;  we  had  him  summoned  here  and  intended 
:o  ezatnine  him,  but  he  was  taken  sick  and  has  been  confined  for  two  or 
hree  days  to  his  bed,  and  I  am  informed  that  in  all  probability  he  will 
lot  be  able  to  be  before  the  committee  at  all.  We  have  two  or  three 
>ther  witnesses  whom  we  have  subp<Bnaed  and  whom  we  are  expecting 
lere  on  to-day's  train.  If  they  do  not  arrive  in  time  for  the  adjourn- 
Dent  I  shall  not  ask  the  committee  to  wait,  bat  we  shall  want  to  examine 
hem  if  they  arrive  here  in  time.  1  believe,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  we 
tave  no  other  witness  present  at  the  examination  this  morning.  Judge 
'assidy,  who  is  a  partner  of  the  attorney  from  Brookhaven,  would 
16G8  coNO-oo 39  ^.^^^^^^  by  e^OOgle 
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Sieve  tbe  same  factor  bat  we  do  not  think  it  neoessaiy  to  pot  him  oii 
lie  stand. 

W.  W.  GowiN  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Oambbon: 

Question.  Are  you  a  practicing  lawyer  at  Hazlehnrstt — Answer.  I 
am. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  practicing  law  at  that  placet— 
A.  Since  the  middle  of  December,  1880. 

Q.  How  many  practicing  lawyers  were  there  in  the  county  during 
the  last  year,  in  round  numbers  t — ^A.  I  would  have  to  make  something 
of  a  count  to  be  able  to  tell  ^ou.    Within  the  last  year  do  you  mean! 

Q.  Tes. — A.  I  would  say  between  eighteen  and  twenty.  Some  of 
them  do  very  little  practice,  some  have  retired  and  all  that,  but  all  are 
members  of  the  bar. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  that  list  and  see  whether  all  those  named  on  it 
were  practicing  in  the  county  during  the  last  year  [handing  a  list  to  the 
witness]  t — A.  (After  looking  at  the  paper.)  1  think  so;  that  is  my  reod- 
lection. 

Q.  How  many  are  included  in  that  list  as  footed  up  t — A.  There  are 
26  here.  This  is  inaccurate,  I  think,  in  part  I  see  the  name  of  Mr. 
Morrison  twice.  There  is  only  one  attorney  in  the  county  named  Mor* 
risen  of  my  acquaintance. 

Q.  Well,  that  is  near  enough ;  25  or  26. — A.  With  that  exception  I 
think  it  is  correct 

The  following  is  the  list  referred  to : 

U^  OF  ▲TTORNBTB  IN  COPIAH  COUNTT,  MISSISSIPPI. 

HA£LBHUitfT.~J.  8. SeztOD.H. B. Mayes, jr.,  H.  B.  Maye«, sr., BiDg. HaniB^ Om, 8. 
Dodds,  Uriah  Millsaps,  J.  W.  Bailey,  J.  L.  Meade,  W.  W.  Gowin,  Sim.  Bamaey,  J.W. 
Parser,  R.  N.  Miller,  Keuben  Morrison,  A.  W.  Bnmet,  J.  B.  Jones. 

Bbaurboard. — Ben.  King, Jr.,  L.  O.  Bridewell,  Charles  Hamilton. 

Crystal  Springs.— W.  J.  willing,  R.  P.  Willing,  John  T.  Holt, 

Local  county  attorneys.— H.  B.  Ormond, Catchings, Henningtos, 

Sessions, Morrison. 

Total,  26. 

Q.  By  whom  are  the  inspectors  of  election  in  Mississippi  appointed  ; 
I  mean  by  what  board  or  by  what  ofBcers  t — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
exactiy  correct.  I  think  1  stated  yesterday  they  were  appointed  by  the 
State  toard,  composed  of  the  governor 

Q.  Yon  have  the  commissioners  of  election  in  yonr  mind  now ;  I  mean 
the  inspectors  of  election. 

The  Witness.  For  the  State! 

Mr.  Oamebon.  No;  for  each  coanty. 

The  Witness.  They  are  appointed  by  the  respective  boards  of  eom* 
missioners  of  the  different  counties. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  E.  B.  Wheeler  of  Hazlehnrstf — A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  he  was  appointed  an  inspector  of 
election  at  the  east  poll  in  Hazlehnrst  for  the  last  election  in  Aat 
county  f — A.  He  was  appointed  by  the  board  of  commissioners  to  that 
place. 

Q.  Did  he  serve,  as  yon  understand  f — A.  No,  sir ;  be  did  not  serve. 

Q.  Why  did  he  not  serve,  as  you  understand  it  t— A.  He  was  removed 
by  the  board  of  county  commissioners. 

Q.  For  what  reason  t^A.  Because  be  was  regarded  by  the  boanl, 
under  the  circumstances,  as  being  an  improper  man  tor  the  plaoe. 
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Q.  What  circnmstanoes  induced  the  board  to  come  to  that  condu- 
fiiont— A.  Complaints  that  were  raised  by  the  ticket  opposed  to  the 
Democratic  ticket. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  those  complaints  f — ^A.  It  seemed  to  be 
founded  upon  the  fact  that  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  some  part  of 
the  canvass  in  the  county,  so  much  so  that  he  was  regarded,  not  by 
myself  individually,  but  by  some,  an  improper  man,  and  for  the  sake  of 
general  harmony  he  was  removed  by  the  board. 

Q.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  it  was  represented  to  the  board  of 
eommissioners  that  Wheeler  was  one  of  this  armed  mob  that  has  been 
spoken  of  and  had  been  riding  over  the  county  with  them  f — A.  It  was 
not  called  by  the  name  that  you  call  it  at  all. 
Q.  Call  it  whatever  you  please. 
Mr.  Fbye.  Cair  it  a  "  procession." 

The  Witness.  It  was  represented  to  the  board,  or  to  myself  as 
one  of  the  members  of  the  board  (and  I  think  the  whole  board,  was  ic 
session  at  the  time),  that  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  that  procession 
or  whatever  you  may  please  to  term  it ;  that  he  had  been  with  them  and 
tbey  deemed  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  a  free  ballot  at  the  pre- 
cinct. For  that  reason  I,  as  one  member  of  the  board,  voted  to  remove 
him  and  fill  his  place  by  another  party,  which  was  done. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  conversation  between  Mr.  Burnet  and  Sheriff 
Hargrave  immediately  prior  to  the  last  election  f  To  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  particular  conversation  I  had  in  my  mind,  you  can  state 
whether  or  not  you  heard  Mr.  Burnet  appeal  to  Sheriff  Hargrave 
to  suppress  the  riots  and  unlawful  proceedings  in  the  county  or  afford 
protection  to  Bepublicans  whom  he  claimed  had  been  threatened,  or 
anything  to  that  effect  t — A.  I  do  not  remember  anything  of  that  kind. 
Q.  Did  you  hear  a  conversation  between  the  sheriff  and  Mr.  Burnet 
on  Subat's  comer  (if  that  is  the  name)  just  before  the  election  f-^A.  I 
do  not  remember  that  I  did.  I  do  not  say  that  that  conversation  did 
not  take  place  or  that  it  did.  There  Were  so  many  conversations  on 
different  matters  on  that  particular  subject — I  mean  at  different  times 
and  places  and  by  different  parties — ^that  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  When  did  you  last  see  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  alive  f — A.  Early  in  the 
morning  of  the  6th  day  of  November,  1883  j  I  believe  that  was  election 
day. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him  f — A.  I  saw  him  at  the  East  Hazlehurst 
precinct,  a  building  on  the  comer  there  near  the  town  bridge,  that  I  was 
having  arranged  for  the  purpose  of  holding  an  election  in  it  on  that  day ; 
he  passed  the  door  and  spoke  a  few  words. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  f — A.  Nothing  on  that 
day,  except  just  to  pass  a  word  or  two. 

Q.  Well,  the  day  before  that,  or  within  a  few  days  before  that,  on 
Monday  evening,  did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  f — A.  YeSy 
sir ;  I  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  Monday.  , 

Q.  Oo  on  and  state  the  whole  circnmstance,  and  relate  the  conversa- 
tion.— A.  He  sent  some  one — ^I  do  not  remember  who — ^for  me  to  come 
over  to  hi»  storehouse  there  in  the  town  of  Hazlehurst.  I  went  over: 
he  understood  it  the  same  as  I  did,  that  as  commissioner  of  election  I 
was  under  the  law  of  our  State  a  general  conservator  of  the  peace.  We 
went  to  the  back  part  of  his  store  and  sat  down  and  talked  a  half  an 
hour  on  the  subject  of  elections,  and  keeping  the  peace,  &c. ;  his  request 
to  me  was  to  do  what  I  could  to  see  that  general  peace  was  preserved, 
and  the  right  to  vote  was  guaranteed  to  everyone,  and  all  that  kind  of 
thing ;  I  told  him  I  would  do  so ;  he  spoke  of  some  sickness  in  his  fam- 
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ily,  and  said  he  did  not  want  any  disturbance  there :  I  told  him  I  would 
ase  my  best  endeavors  to  prevent  all  of  that.  I  do  not  remember  all 
that  passed  between  us  there ;  there  was  considerable  conversation  at 
that  time. 

Q.  Yoa  can  state  whether  or  not  in  that  conversation  yon  advised 
Mr.  Matthews  not  to  vote  the  next  day  ! — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  advise 
him  not  to  vote. 

Q.  What  did  yon  say  about  his  voting,  if  imything  f — ^A.  I  advised 
him  to  keep  quiet,  and  to  vote  late  in  the  day ;  that  I  thought  it  would 
be  better  for  the  sake  of  general  harmony.  It  was  part  <^  my  duty  to 
try  and  preserve  the  peace  generally. 

Q.  You  may  proceed. — A.  That  is  alL  I  advised  him  to  vote  late  in 
the  day;  that  is,  not  to  come  out  early,  as  was  his  usual  habits 

Q.  Why  nott — A.  Because  I  knew  the  temperament  of  the  meo,  I 
thought. 

Q.  What  danger,  if  any,  did  you  apprehend! — A.  None  at  all,  unless  be 
would  be  guilty  of  talking  too  much  and  too  violently  around,  and  that 
it  might,  under  the  general  pressure,  create  some  harshness  towiuds 
him,  by  I  did  not  know  who — any  one.  I  was  fearful  it  might  arise 
under  the  general  status  of  everything  in  the  county — the  high  excite- 
ment that  has  been  testified  to  here.  I  thought  this — this  is  the  reason 
I  advised  him ;  that  In  case  he  did  not  say  anything  at  that  partic- 
ular precinct  (that  was  his  voting  precinct,  East  Hazlehurst),  there 
would  be  no  trouble,  in  caae  he  did  not  turn  out  and  perhaps  say  some- 
thing that  would  induce  trouble.  Therefore  I  advised  him  to  remain 
until  late  in  the  day,  in  order  that  the  feeling  and  the  excitement  might 
be  partially  allayed,  as  I  thought  it  would  be,  after  aconsiderable portion 
of  the  vote  had  been  polled ;  that  he  might  come  out  with  perfect  safety, 
and  then  proceed  to  cast  his  ballot  and  canvass  or  do  smything  that  be 
saw  fit  to  do. 

Q.  After  you  went  to  his  store  on  Monday  evening,  did  be  Mate  to  yoa 
the  reason  or  reasons  that  induced  him  to  send  for  youf — ^A.  Yes,  ar; 
I  tried  to  explain  that  a  moment  ago. 

Q.  I  did  not  understand  the  explanation. — A.  He  sent  for  me  be- 
cause of  some  general  rumors,  I  suppose.  It  was  pretty  well  under- 
stood that  there  was 

Q.  What  were  those  rumors  that  were  pretty  well  understood  f — A 
I  do  not  know  that  I  could  specify  anything  specially.  It  was  kind  of 
afloat  in  the  atuKmphere  that  there  might  be  some  trouble,  and  there  wais 
high  excitement  and  he  seemed  to  apprehend  trouble,  from  what  source 
I  do  not  know.  But  he  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  not  preserve  the 
peace.  There  was  something  said  on  that  day  about  the  canvassers  in 
the  western  part  of  the  county  coming  in,  and  he  expected  them  there 
that  day  or  in  the  evening. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  *^  canvassers  "t—A*  I  mean  what  is  termed 
by  some  that  mob  from  the  western  part,  of  the  county;  some  rumor  m 
word  had  come  in  in  the  morning  that  they  would  be  in  there  on  that 
day.  It  was  about  12  o^clock  when  I  was  talking  to  him.  He  sent  tcff 
me  just  before  they  came  in,  I  think,  with  a  view  to  requesting  me  to 
use  my  influence  as  a  cousen-ator  of  the  peace  as  well  as  a  commissioner 
to  prevent  any  trouble.  I  thought  that  was  why  he  sent  for  me;  that 
seemed  to  be  the  gist  of  his  conversation.  I  did  go  out  and  met  some 
of  the  party  who  came  in  advance  of  the  crowd  that  came  in,  and  made 
a  statement  to  them  as  to  the  condition  of  Mr.  Matthews'  family,  and 
requested  of  them  that  they  would  behave  properly,  and  so  £ar  as  I 
know  they  did  so. 
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Q.  Did  yoa  bear  Wheeler,  after  the  killing  of  Matthews,  say  anything 
in  regard  to  that  eventf — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  him  speak  of  it 

at  all. 

By  the  Chatrman: 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Burnet,  who  was  present 

with  Mr.  Hogg,  on  the  stairs  here  a  few  minutes  or  a  short  time  ago! 

—A.  I  spoke  with  Mr.  Burnet  this  morning  down  at  the  front  entrance. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  tell  Mr.  Burnet  then  of  his  calling  upon  Mr.  Har- 

grave  t — A.  1  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  But  this  was  an  hour  ago. — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did.  We 
were  talking  there  some. 

Q.  Did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Burnet  that  you  advised  Mr.  Matthews  not 
to  vote  until  late  in  the  day  for  his  personal  safety  f — A.  I  believe  I 
did ;  that  is  what  I  have  undertaken  to  explain  to  the  committee  a 
moment  ago. 

Q.  I  want  to  put  it  in  that  pointed  form  so  as  to  bring  you  to  that 
particular  phrase  that  you  had  not  put  in  before.    Did  you  not  also 
state  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hogg  that  you  heard  Mr.  Burnet  appeal 
to  Mr.  Hargrave  on  Snbat's  comer  that  evening  for  protection  t 
The  Witness.  Protection  of  whom  f 
The  Chairman.  Protection  of  himself. 
The  Witness.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  said  that. 
Q.  Or  protection  of  other  people  f — A.  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
said  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Burnet  and  Mr.  HargravtrDu  Subat^s  comer  f — 
A.  I  do  not  think  I  did ;  I  do  not  have  any  recollection  of  seeing  him 
there.  It  occurs  to  me  that  Mr.  Burnet  was  for  some  time  before  the 
election  disabled,  and  whether  he  was  out  to  %ny  extent  before  the  elec- 
tion day  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  don't  remember  to  have  seen  him. 
That  Mr.  Matthews  appealed  to  the  sheriff  for  protection  or  made  some 
affidavits,  I  beard  of  all  that,  and  perhaps  if  he  spoke  of  it  this  mom- 
ing  aQd  I  made  any  reply,  it  was  in  that  connection. 

Mr.  Saxjlsburt.  I  would  like  to  recall  two  or  three  of  our  witnesses 
for  a  single  question  I  failed  to  ask  of  them. 

J.  8.  Sexton  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbury  : 

Question.  You  said  that  yon  took  an  active  part  in  the  last  canvass, 
I  believe  t — ^Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  took  an  active  part  in  it. 

Q.  You  were  generally  acquainted  with  the  purposes  and  designs  of 
the  Democratic  party  of  that  county,  were  you  f — ^A.  As  much  so,  I 
{^oppose,  as  any  man  in  the  connty. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  of  or  hear  of  any  rumor,  purpose,  or  intention 
on  the  part  of  Erastus  Wheeler  or  of  any  person  else  to  commit  vio- 
lence or  take  the  life  of  J.  P.  Matthews! — A.  Not  one  line  or  syllable. 

Q.  Do  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  people,  mingling  with  them, 
believe  there  was  any  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  Wheeler  with  any  per- 
Bonelse  in  the  county  for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  lifef — A.  I  have  no 
idea  that  there  was,  and  1  have  so  expressed  myself  a  hundred  times  in 
reference  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Camebon  : 
Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  have  heard  how  the  gun  with  which  Wheeler 
killed  Mr.  Matthews  was  brought  into  the  room  where  the  killing 
oecuired  f — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  have  heard  one  or  two  reports  about  guns.    I 
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heard  that  Mr.  Morrison  had  a  gun  after  the  kUling,  and  I  have  heard 
some  talk  of  guns  there,  bnt  I  never  have  known,  ^d  nev^  heud  any- 
one say,  how  that  gan  was  brought  there  or  when  it  was  brought  there. 
I  do  not  know  anything  aboat  that.  I  was  at  work  in  my  office  on  this 
Cook  case 

Q.  Of  course  I  did  not  suppose  you  knew  how  it  was  brought  there.^ 
A.  I  was  going  to  make  an  explanation.  I  was  working  in  my  office 
on  the  Cook  case 

The  Chaibhan.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  make  that  explanation^ 
unless  it  is  something  that  is  necessary. 

The  Witness.  It  is  not  necessary,  perhaps.  I  just  wanted  to  add 
that  I  was  perfectly  astonished  when  I  heard  of  it.  I  never  dreamed 
of  Mr.  Matthews  being  killed. 

H.  C.  Conn  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Question.  Did  you  take  a  pretty  active  part  in  the  last  campaign  in 
your  county! — ^Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  take  an  active  part  in  this 
canvass.  I  only  made,  I  believe,  one  speech,  and  that  was  at  Crystal 
Springs. 

Q.  You  lived  in  Hazlehnrst,  however,  and  went  about  there? — A.  Yee, 
sir;  I  was  there. 

Q-  Did  you,  as  a  Democrat,  ever  hear  of  any  purpose  or  intention  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Wheeler  or  of  any  person  else  to  take  the  life  of  Mr.  J. 
P.  Matthews  ! — ^A.  Nn,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  believe,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  people  of  that  locality, 
that  there  was  any  conspiracy  or  formed  purpose  or  conviction  on  the 
part  of  any  persons  with  .Wheeler  to  take  the  life  of  Mr.  Matthews  t— 
A.  I  do  not  think  there  was.  I  know  that  I  did  not  know  that  be  was 
killed  until  I  reckon  an  hour  afterwards,  when  Judge  Peyton  came  np 
in  my  office,  and  told  me  about  it,  and  Mr.  Matthews  voted  at  the  same 
box  that  I  voted  at,  and  the  same  box  that  Mr.  Sexton  voted  at  also. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  did  you  suppose  would  happen  to  him  if  he  did  not  comply 
with  that  resolution  f — A.  I  had  not  heard  anything  of  the  resolutson. 

Q.  Had  you  not  heard  of  the  resolution  directing  him  to  absent  him- 
self from  the  polls  ! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  of  the  anonymous  letter  signed  "150 ''!— A.  It  seems  to  roe 
I  had  heard  something  about  an  anonymous  letter  signed  "  150,"  but  1 
never  had  seen  such  a  letter,  or  heard  anything  definite  about  it 

H.  H.  Hogg  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Frye: 

Question.  Where  do  you  livef — ^Answer.  In  Hazlehnrst,  Copiah 
County,  Mississippi. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  t — A.  Merchandizing. 

Q.  What  is  your  politics t — A.  Up  to  four  years  ago  I  have  always 
been  a  Democrat ;  since  that  time  I  have  been  voting  the  Independent 
ticket 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  November  5,  1883,  the  day  bef(»e  the  ejec- 
tion t — ^A.  At  Hazlehnrst. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  going  on  that  day  t 

The  Witness.  What  do  you  have  reference  tot 

Mr.  Feye.  About  mobs. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ALLEGED  ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IK  MISSISSIPPI.  615 

A.  I  saw  a  body  6f  armed  men  in  oar  town. 

Q.  Mounted  f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Armed  with  what  f — A.  Dooble-baneled  shotguns. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  think  f — ^A.  I  connted  124  as  they  passed  my 
comer. 

Q.  How  many  guns  do  yon  suppose  there  were  f — ^A.  I  suppose  about 
75. 

Q.  Was  there  any  excitement  in  Hazlehurst  that  day  when  these 
men  were  there  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  deal. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  cannon  shooting  much  that  day! — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  did. 

Q.  How  did  you  first  learn  that  the  mob  was  coming  into  Hazle- 
hurst f — A.  A  couple  of  young  ladies  came  running  into  my  house, 
and  asked  if  I  had  heard  of  anybody's  marching  into  Hazlehurst.  It 
was  Miss  Fannie  Nesmith  and  her  niece. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  threats  made  that  di^  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not 
know  that  I  did.    I  heard  of  threats. 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  of  threats? — A.  I  heard  that  evening  that 
they  had  sent  a  note  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Matthews  that  he  must  not  vote,  or 
something  to  that  amount,  and  if  he  did  he  would  lay  himself  liable  to 
be  killed. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  of  the  Democratic  candidates  say  how  they  in- 
tended to  carry  that  election  t — A.  I  did.  Mr.  Gas.  Bines,  who  was  in 
my  house  a  few  nights  before  the  election  talking  to  Bob  Middleton 
and  me,  in  his  conversation  he  said  how  they  aimed  to  carry  the  elec- 
tion. He  said  they  aimed  to  carry  it  by  stuffing  the  ballot-boxes  if 
they  could,  and,  if  not,  to  carry  it  by  bulldozing.'  Mr.  Middleton  said, 
"You  ought  not  to  talk  that  way.''  iHe  said  it  would  not  do  for  the  In- 
dependents to  get  into  power.  Mr.  Middleton  asked  him  why,  and  he 
said  if  they  did  they  never  would  be  removed  in  the  world,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind.  That  was  about  the  conversation  they  bad  in  my 
store — ^that  if  they  got  into  power  they  would  never  bo  routed  out,  and 
he  went  on  in  that  conversation  to  tell  how  they  expected  to  carry  the 
election. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  of  them  say  that  Mr.  Matthews  should  not  hold 
office  again  in  the  county  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Whof — A.  I  heard  Captain  Birdsong  say  it  was  the  feeling  in  the 
county  that  the  Matthews  influence  should  not  hold  office  any  more. 

Q.  Did  he  say  how  it  should  be  prevented  t — ^A.  He  said  the  people 
of  Copiah  County  had  just  made  up  their  minds  that  the  Matthews 
influence  should  not  hold  office  in  that  county  any  more. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  November  6  f — ^A.  In  Hazlehurst 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  armed  men  that  day! — A.  I  did. 

Q.  How  manyf 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  all  during  that  day  f 

Mr.  Feye.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  I  suppose  I  saw  250  or  300  armed  men. 

Q.  Armed  with  gunsf — ^A.  They  were. 

Q.  Democrats  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  f — ^A.  Within 
about  8  feet  of  the  door. 

Q.  He  being  killed  inside  f — A.  A  lot  of  us  had  agreed  to  vote  early  and 
go  out  bird-hunting.  There  were  65  or  75  negroes  standing  in  the  front 
in  the  drizzling  rain.  It  was  about  the  time  for  the  polls  to  open;  and 
Mr.  McOinnis,  who  had  been  trading  with  me  and  had  been  working 
with  Mr.  Storms,  promised  to  pay  me  his  account  when  he  got  through 
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with  his  work,  and  he  met  me  about  8  feet  from  the  door  and  from 
where  Mr.  Matthews  was  killed  inside  of  the  house. 

Q.  It  was  rumored  that  Jim  McGinnis  was  going  to  testify  that  he 
was  in  the  building  when  Mr.  Matthews  was  shot,  and  that  he  saw  Mr. 
Matthews  raise  a  pistol  against  Ras  Wheeler  f — A.  Mr.  McGinnis,  when 
that  gun  fired,  was  shaking  hands  with  me,  and  Frank  Morrison  walked 
to  the  door,  within  8  feet  of  me,  to  open  the  door  of  the  polls. 

Q.  So  that  McGinnis  was  not  inside  of  the  building? — A.  No,  sir; 
he  was  not. 

Q.  After  the  gun  was  fired,  what  did  McGinnis  dot — A.  He  jumped  in 
back  of  the  door  and  drew  his  pistol,  and  said  that  the  ball  had  opened, 
and  if  he  had  any  friends,  let  them  come  now  and  protect  him. 

Q.  Is  McGinnis  a  Democrat  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he  knew  what  had  happened  when  that  gun  went 
oflFf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

Q.  That  Matthews  was  killed  f — A.  J  think  he  knew  what  had  hap- 
pened from  his  actions.    I  was  unconscious  of  it 

Q.  Was  there  much  excitement  in  Hazlehurst  the  day  Mr.  Mathews 
was  killed  t — A.  Yes,  sir ;  women  and  children  running  all  over  the 
streets,  hunting  up  their  brothers  aud  children. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  man  you  saw  with  a  gun  on  that  day  t— A. 
The  first  man  I  saw  was  Mr.  Eube  Morrison.  He  passed  my  hoode 
that  morning  with  a  double  barreled  shotgun  in  his  hand.  I  was  sit- 
ting on  my  porch,  reading  the  newspaper,  and  he  went  across  to  the 
hotel  comer. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Democrat  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  Democratic  lawyer  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  J.  P.  Matthews  t — A.  I  have  known 
him  seventeen  or  eighteen  years. 

Q.  Have  you  kn6wn  him  well  t — ^A.  I  have. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  that  community  t — A.  I  have  lived 
in  Uiat  county  since  1807, 1  think. 

Q.  You  are  a  Mississippian  f  ^  A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  bom  and  raised  in 
Alabama. 

Q.  Were  you  a  Confederate? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  army  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  the  imny. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  J.  P.  Matthews  in  that  community  1— A 
He  was  always  looked  upon,  outside  of  his  politics,  as  one  of  our  best 
citizens. 

Q.  Peaceable  t — A.  As  peaceable  a  man  as  I  ever  saw. 

Q.  Charitable  f — ^A.  As  much  so  or  more  so  than  anybody. 

Q.  Loved  by  the  people t — A.  Yes,  sir;  outside  of  his  politics  I  do 
not  suppose  they  could  point  any  harm  on  earth  to  him. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  was  Leon,  and  these  other  brothers  of  Mr. 
Matthews f — ^A.  So  far  as  I  know,  they  are  peaceable,  quiet,  generous, 
and  open-hearted  men. 

Q.  Was  J.  P.  Matthews  kind-hearted  f— A.  He  was,  if  there  was  a 
kind-hearted  man  in  our  county. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the 
county  f — ^A.  1  was. 

Q.  When! — ^A.  Four  years  ago. 

Q.  That  was  the  time  that  some  of  the  witnesses  have  testified  that 
they  were  afraid  that  J.  P.  Matthews  controlled  and  had  the  grand  jurors 
appointed ;  did  Mr.  Matthews  ever  tell  you  who  to  c4>point  on  the  grand 
juiyt — ^A.  Never. 
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Q.  Did  he  ever  interfere  .with  the  performance  of  your  duties  in  any 
tray! — A.  He  never  did. 

Q,  Did  he  ever  try  to  control  the  board  of  supervisors  while  you  were 
a  member! — A.  Never  in  any  form,  shape,  or  mshion,  except  on  one  oc- 
casion in  regard  to  a  road  that  he  and  Mr.  Thompson  had  a  controversy 
aboat,  and  Mr.  Matthews  came  and  talked  with  me  about  it.  I  ap- 
pointed one  or  two  grand  jurors  on  the  jury,  one  a  Mr.  Berry,  a  pois- 
oned Democrat,  and  a  bitter  enemy  of  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Matthews 
was  mad  with  me  for  a  couple  of  months  about  that ;  he  said  that  he 
thought  I  did  it  for  some  purpose ;  but  1  did  not.  I  did  it  through  the 
influence  of  Ben.  Martin,  who  had  a  fine  house  burned  up  in  his  neigh- 
borhood, and  Mr.  Martin  asked  me  to  put  Mr.  Berry  on  the  grand  jury 
from  the  fact  that  he  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  he  thought 
he  could  sift  out  who  burned  the  house. 

Q,  Was  Ben  Martin  a  Democrat! — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  poisoned  one,  and 
80  was  Mr.  Berry.  With  that  exception  I  do  not  remember  that  Mr. 
Matthews  ever  telked  to  me  or  asked  me  how  I  was  going  to  vote  on 
the  board.  He  came  to  me  when  his  brother  had  this  controversy  with 
Mr.  Thompson  about  a  road  and  talked  to  me,  but  my  vote  shows  that  I 
voted  against  Mr.  Matthews'  resolution. 

Q.  Did  the  negroes  seem  much  frightened  at  this  last  election  in  your 
county  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did. 

Q.  How  is  it  as  to  numbers  between  white  and  black  in  your  county  ! — 
A.  They  are  considered  about  equal. 

Q.  Has  there  been  an  increase  of  the  white  vote  to  the  Independents 
recenOy  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  large  increase. 

Q.  How  many  white  Independents  do  you  think  there  were  on  the 
day  before  the  last  election  in  your  county  ! — A.  I  think  there  were 
about  800.  I  get  that  from  a  speech  that  Mr.  Miller,  the  district  at- 
torney, made  there.  I  did  not  hear  the  speech,  but  he  told  them  there 
were  betwixt  700  and  800  white  Independents  there. 

Q.  He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  no  bulldozing  at  that  election,  in  your  judgment, 
how  would  it  have  gone  ! — A.  I  think  it  would  have  gone  mayl^  firom 
650  to  700  Independent. 

Q.  That  is,  m^ority  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  made  yon  think  sof — ^A.  I  speak  this  from  the  information 
I  got  fkom  Messrs.  Miller  and  Guynes.  Both  are  members  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Q.  Both  Democrats! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  both  candidates  at  that  time  ! — A.  Yes,  sir;  both  came  and 
talked  to  me  about  the  election  before  the  election,  and  asked  me  for 
my  influence,  and  I  asked  Mr.  Miller  in  that  conversation  how  the  thing 
was  going,  and  he  told  me  if  things  passed  off  peaceably  the  Independ- 
ents would  carry  the  county  by  500  or  600.  Mr.  Guynes  was  in  my 
house  a  few  nights  before  the  election,  and  in  a  conversation  I  asked 
him  how  he  thought  the  thing  was  going  to  pass  off,  and  he  said  he  was 
a  little  uneasy ;  that  he  thought  the  Independents  were  going  to  carry 
the  county  by  a  large  majority. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote! — A.  At  Hazlehnrst,  east. 

Q.  Ho^  did  the  vote  stand  there! — ^A.  I  think  about  18  Independent 
votes  and  170  and  some  odd  Democratic  votes. 

Q.  What  is  the  real  division  between  the  parties  there! — A.  The  year 
I  was  elected  I  led  that  box  by  86  majority  as  an  Independent. 

Q.  Was  that  the  last  election  before  this! — ^A.  It  was  74  majority,  I 
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think,  in  that  last  election — 74  Independent  majority.  I  am  not  oertafaly 
bat  I  think  about  that. 

Q.  Did  yon  attend  any  of  the  conventions  f — ^A.  I  attended  no  speak- 
ings or  conventions,  except  one. 

Q.  What  was  thatt — A.  That  was  a  convention  held  there  for  the 
pnrpose  of  bringing  ont  cimdidates  for  onr  town  election. 

Q.  A  convention  of  Independents t— A.  No,  sir^  a  convention  of  the 
Democrats. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  convention  f — A.  I  was  asked  by  some 
of  my  friends  to  go  up  and  help  them  there,  and  I  went  up.  It  was  a 
convention  to  bring  ont  candidates  to  defeat  the  Independent  move,  I 
think.    Directly  after  I  got  into  the  convention  I  was  soon  ruled  out. 

Q.  Who  was  chairman? — A.  Captain  Burch. 

Q.  You  were  ruled  out  of  the  convention? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Captain 
Burch  got  up  and  said  he  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it  if  any 
Independent  or  Bepublican  was  tdlowed  to  vote  in  the  convention. 

Q.  That  convention  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  or  soliciting 
for  town  officers! — A.  It  was  held  for  selecting  town  officers.  That  is 
the  only  convention  or  speaking  I  attended  in  the  canvass,  and  I  was 
asked  by  my  friends  to  go  and  attend  that  committee. 

Q.  Do  you  know  A.  W.  Burnet,  this  gentleman  heret — A.  I  do. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  About  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years. 

Q.  You  have  known  his  family  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  family  is  it  in  Mississippi? — ^A.  His  family  live  in 
Hinds  County,  and  it  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  best  families  of 
Hinds  County;  I  never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Q.  How  about  Burnet  himself! — A.  I  never  heard  anything  agwnst 
him,  until  this  came  up. 

Q.  Is  he  moral  in  his  habits! — A.  He  boarded  with  me  three  months 
&\t  my  hotel,  and  was  spoken  of  as  a  well-behaved  man.  I  never  heard 
of  his  being  accused  of  anything  wrong. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  his  integrity  called  into  question  until  this  trial 
took  place! — A.  Never  in  my  life. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  What  is  your  business! — A.  I  am  in  the  family  grocery  business. 

Q.  Have  you  not  for  several  years  past  kept  a  saloon  in  Haslehurst! 
— ^A.  No,  sir;  not  for  several  years  past. 

Q.  Well,  how  long  ago!— A.  I  was  burned  out  tiiere  three  or  firar 
years  ago. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time  you  kept  a  saloon! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  been  firequently  indicted  for  keeping  a  saloon  there 
without  a  license! — A.  No,  sir;  never  but  two  indictments. 

Q.  You  paid  $150  flue,  did  you  not! — ^A.  I  compromised  tlioae  two 
indictments. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  there  were  only  two  indictments  for  selling  liquor 
without  a  license! — ^A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  liquor  now! — A  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  you  have  never  been  indicted  but  twice  for  sdl- 
ing  liquor  without  a  license! — A.  I  was  indicted  once  for  selling  liquor 
to  a  minor  or  young  clerk,  and  that  was  compromised;  they  withdrew 
that  indictm^it. 

Q.  Therefore,  you  have  been  indicted  three  times!— >A«  No,  sir;  only 
twice. 
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Q.  One  for  selling  liquor  to  a  minor,  and  tiie  other  two  you  paid  $160 
fine! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  say  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Gaynes  both  told  you  that  they  ex- 
pected their  ticket  would  be  beaten  largely  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  not  know  you  to  be  an  Independent  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  should  they  make  you  their  confidant  and  tell  you  thatt — A. 
They  wanted  my  influence  and  talked  to  me. 

Q.  Didn't  they  both  feel  quite  confident  of  being  elected  themselves  f 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  told  you  they  expected  to  be  beaten  by  700  to  800  votes! — 
A,  No.  sir;  they  did  not.  They  told  me  if  they  got  through  themselves 
it  would  be  a  squeeze,  but  they  remarked  to  me  that  the  balance  of  the 
ticket  would  be  badly  defeated. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbury: 

Q.  You  heard  Mr.  Eines  say  that  if  they  failed  to  carry  the  election 
by  stuffing  the  ballot-boxes  they  were  going  to  do  it  by  bulldozing  1^ 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did;  and  Bob  Middleton  heard  the  same  conversation. 

Q.  Stuffing  ballot-boxes  occurs  on  the  day  of  election,  doesn't  it!— 
A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  How  is  it,  if  they  did  not  succeed  on  election  day,  that  they  were 
then  going  to  bulldozing  to  carry  the  election! — ^A.  That  is  a  question 
I  could  not  answer,  because  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  It  seemed  to  me  singular,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  called  your  at- 
tention to  it. — A.  It  is  a  plain  open  and  shut  fact.  There  is  a  good  wit- 
ness here,  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  if  you  doubt  my  testimony,  who  will 
swear  to  it.    I  am  just  giving  it  to  you  just  as  it  occurred. 

Q.  The  language  was  that  if  they  did  not  succeed  in  carrying  the  elec- 
tion by  stuffing  ballot-boxes  they  were  going  to  carry  it  by  bulldozing! — 
A.  He  remarked  to  me  that  they  aimed  to  carry  the  election,  and  Mr. 
Middleton  asked  him  how  they  aimed  to  carry  it,  and  he  told  him  that, 
and  Mr.  Middleton  told  him  he  ought  to  be  ashamed;  that  he  went  to 
school  to  him. 

By  Mr.  Oamebon: 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  if  E.  D.  Wheeler  was  not  a  candidate  for  mayor  be- 
fore the  convention  you  have  spoken  of! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  and  what  was 
said  in  his  support. — ^A.  E.  B.  Wheeler  is  the  cause  of  my  being  in  the 
convention.  I  had  always  been  a  friend  to  the  Wheelers  all  my  life,  and 
been  with  them  a  good  deal,  and  Mr.  Wheeler  asked  me  to  go  to  that 
convention  and  give  him  my  support  that  night.  It  was  to  draw  out 
candidates  for  the  election,  and  at  his  solicitation  I  went,  and  after  I 
got  there  this  thing  came  ux),  and  Captain  Burch  said  if  there  was  any 
Independent  aUowed  to  vote  in  that  convention  he  would  not  sit  as 
chairman. 

Q.  What  was  said,  if  anything,  in  support  of  Mr.  Wheeler  as  candi- 
date of  the  convention! — ^A.  Nothing,  then;  the  question  had  not  come 
up  and  that  night  they  did  nothing. 

By  Mr.  Jonas: 

Q.  You  went  there  to  support  Mr.  Wheeler,  did  you! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  after  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews! — A.  No,  sir;  before 
the  killing.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  appointed  marshal  after  the  killing,  and 
this  convention  was  held  before  the  State  election. 

Mr.  Fbye.  I  desire  to  say,  and  the  stenographer  may  take  it  down, 
that  a  request  has  been  made  to  me  (and  I  want  people  here  to  hear  it), 
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to  sabpoena  qnite  a  nntnber  of  otlier  witnesses,  with  the  statement  that 
they  desire  them  sabpcBnaed  in  order  to  give  rebutting  evidence  to  the 
testimony  which  has  last  been  pat  in  (if  there  are  any  sides  to  it)  by 
the  Democratic  side.  I  have  stated  to  these  gentlemen  that  in  my 
judgment,  this  not  being  a  trial  at  law,  the  committee  can  make  np 
their  minds  without  any  difficulty  from  the  testimony  already  in,  and 
that  in  my  judgment  it  is  not  proper  to  delay  the  committee  or  to  put 
the  Oovemment  to  any  more  expense  for  the  purposes  named,  and  I  have 
declined  to  subpoena  those  witnesses.  I  wanted  these  parties  to  under- 
stand it;  and  that  the  only  witnesses  that  will  be  put  upon  the  staDd 
will  probably  be  a  gentleman  who  is  here  in  town,  perhaps  Mr.  Bur- 
net, about  certain  points,  and  Mr.  Leon  Matthews,  about  one  or  two 
points,  not  undertaking  at  all  to  go  over  the  testimony  which  has  been 
put  in. 

I  also  want  to  put  in  one  or  two  extracts  firom  another  Demociatic 
paper,  the  Port  Gibson  News  of  the  issue  of  November  2, 1882— Port  Gib^ 
son  being  in  Claiborne  County,  an  adjoining  county  of  Copiah — as  fol- 
ows: 

It  is  mmored  that  Claiborne  County  has  an  Independent  ticket  in  the  field,  eom- 
poeed  of  some  heretofore  stalwart  Democrats.  We  think,  however,  that  she  is  asle. 
— New  MiBtisHppian, 

This  is  the  comment  of  the  paper: 

Yon  may 'just  bet  that  she  is  safe.  The  Claiborne  County  Democracy  don't  intend 
to  have  an^  foolishness  about  her  political  machinery.  She  runs  it  to  suit  herMl( 
and  we  believe  the  other  side  is  f aUy  aware  of  this  fact. 

The  second  article  from  the  same  paper  is  this : 

THE  PRESENT  CAKVA8S. 

V^ithin  the  last  few  days  the  political  affairs  of  Claiborne  County  have  takm  a 
desperate  sha]>e,  so  ranch  so  as  to  awaken  the  Democracy  to  the  necessity  of  a  perfect 
concert  of  action,  which  they  fell  into  without  any  trouble  whatever.  The  times  of 
1875  are  as  fresh  on  the  memory  of  every  citizen  of  Claiborne  as  if  the  victory  they 
achieved  was  onlv  yesterday,  and  to-day  are  so  imbued  with  that  spirit  that  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  of  this  county  do  not  intend  that  a  set  of  bolters  shall  wrench  fiom  tbem 
that  which  belongs  to  the  white  people  of  this  country.    The  government  of  Clai- 


borne County  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  white  people  ever  since'the  down&ll  of  the 
Radical  party  in  1875,  and  they  expect  to  keep  it.  It  is  ours,  and  i(^we  can't  osny 
the  election  next  Tneedav  one  way,  we  can  another,  and  this  is  what  we  want  to  iin- 
press  upon  a  set  of  men  that  do  not  represent  a  legitimate  party.  When  men  who  we 
nave  reared  to  our  standard  of  doing  things  turn  their  backs  on  us  and  exercise  their 
learning  against  us,  we  feel  very  much  warranted  in  saying  that  there  is  no  limit  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  dealt  with. 

A.  W.  BuBNET  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Qnestion.  Yon  have  been  charged  by  witnesses  here  with  being  want- 
ing in  integrity  on  account  of  one  or  two  interviews  pablished  in  the 
National  Bepnblican.  How  many  interviews  did  yon  have  with  aoy 
interviewer  ftt>m  the  National  Bepublioan,  pablished  at  Washington  1— 
Answer.  I  had  one. 

Q.  Only  one  T — A.  Only  one. 

Q.  Is  that  interview  here  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Barrett,  the  derk,  has  it. 

Q.  Is  this  the  interview  you  refer  to  [handing  witness  an  extract  from 
the  newspaper  of  December  29]  t — A.  X^s,  sir;  that  is  it 

Q.  Did  you  read  that  interview  after  it  was  pablished  in  the  news- 
paper!— ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  which  you  desire  to  correct  in  itt— A.  There  was 

mall  mistake  or  so;  it  did  not  amount  to  much. 
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Q.  The  ^neral  statemrate  made  in  that  interview  then  yon  stand  by 
now! — A.  Yes,  sur;  I  stand  by  the  general  statements  made  in  that 
interview.    I  can  state  what  I  considered  incorrect  at  the  tin^e. 

Q.  You  may  state  that. — A.  I  told  the  reporter  of  this  paper  that  I 
considered  Major  Barksdale,  the  editor  of  the  Claiion,  was  responsible 
for  many  of  the  crimes  perpetrated  in  1875,  and  as  an  editor  his  paper 
was  filled  with  violent  and  inflammatory  articles;  that  he  did  justify  the 
murder  of  Dickson ;  that  he  did  justify  the  Ghisholm  massacre;  and  that 
be  had  done  more  to  inaugurate  a  system  of  fraud  and  violence  in  the 
elections  than  any  man,  I  thought,  in  the  State.  In  that  conversation 
1  alluded  to  some  of  the  outrages  perpetrated  in  1875 ;  to  the  murder  of 
Mahaffey,  and  I  told  him  I  thought  that  papers  such  as  Major  Barks- 
dale's  had  induced  to  that  extreme  act  of  dragging  that  man  out  of  his 
bed  and  murdering  him. 

Q.  That  is,  you  stated  it  to  the  interviewer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  made  any  mistake  about  itt — A.  He  says  that  I  said  that 
J^Iajor  Barksdale  was  the  entire  cause  of  it  I  said  that  he  as  editor  had 
caused  It.  Another  mistake  was,  I  told  him  that  taking  the  bar  at  Ha 
£lehurst  I  had  more  cases,  involving  more  money,  than  any  other  one 
single  attorney  at  that  bar,  and  I  stand  by  that  yet. 

Mr.  Feye.  I  would  like  to  have  that  interview  appear  in  the  record. 

Thk  interview  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

[From  the  Katioiud  Repablioan,  S«tar4fty,  Deoember  29,  1883.] 

EXPATBIATBD.— THE  ONLY  REPUBLICAN  LAWYER  OF  HAZLRHUR8T  18  DRIVEN  INTO 
EXILE. — THE  WARNING,  "SOMEBODY  HAD  BETTER  GET  AWAY  FROM  HKRK."— SHOT- 
GUNS AND  ETHEL  BARKSDALE  RAPIDLY  DEPOPULATING  MISSISSIPPI.— THE  TRUE 
STORY  OF  THE  MATTHEWS  MASSACRE. — ^IHK  BLOODY  PRELUDE. 

''It's  the  first  time  I  ever  ran  away  fh>m  any  man  or  set  of  men,''  said  Ifr.  A.  W. 
Bamett,  *'bat  I  had  to  go.  They  have  driven  me  oat.  I  wonldn't  go  back  to  Copiah 
County  if  they  woold  give  it  to  me." 

Mr.  Bomett  was  formerly  of  Hazlehnrst,  If  ias.  He  is  now  of  nowhere.  He  has  no 
home.  The  Bonrbons  of  Hazlehnrst  have  robbed  him  of  home,  hnsiness,  and  prop- 
erty. He  is  now  in  Washington,  but  exiiects  soon  to  settle  somewhere  in  the  North, 
where  his  life  and  his  property,  when  he  has  again  aconmulated  some,  may  be  tolera- 
bly safe.  Mr.  Bomett  is  30  years  old,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  a  man  of  intelli- 
gence and  education.  No  man  who  talks  with  him  will  believe  him  to  be  either  liar 
or  coward.  He  talks  most  and  seems  most  interested  in  the  murder  of  his  ftiend, 
''Print"  Matthews,  but  as  a  bourbon  bullet  went  olean  through  his  own  body  less 
than  two  months  ago,  it  may  be  inferred  that  his  personal  experience  of  Mississippi 
political  methods  are  interesting.  He  was  asked  yesterday  to  give  some  account  of 
the  events  immediately  preceding  the  murder  of  Matthews. 

"There  had  been  an  absolute  reign  of  terror,"  said  he,  "  in  some  parts  of  Copiah 
County  fbr  some  time  before  the  election.  The  mob  which  came  into  Hazlehurst  to 
kill  Matthews  had  been  riding  through  beat  3  for  a  week." 

"What  do  you  mean  by  beat  3f' 

"The  counties  down  there  are  divided  Into  beat%  five  beats  to  the  county,  and  they 
elect  the  board  of  five  supervisors,  who  select  the  grand  Jury,  and  exercise  police 
supervision  over  the  county.  Beat  3  was  a  strong  Republican  beat.  Tom  Wallace 
was  a  negro  farmer  there,  who  bad  saved  monev  and  bought  bis  own  p'ace.  That  mob 
went  to  his  house  between  1  and  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  pulled  him  out  of  bed  and 
shot  and  killed  him.  His  wife  was  clinsing  to  him,  and  tney  shot  her  through  the 
shoulder.  They  shot  Frank  Hayes  in  the  leg  and  his  wife  in  the  neck.  They  took 
Handy  Fortner  out  of  bed  and  whipped  him  with  a  grass  cord,  six  doubled,  until,  I 
give  yon  my  word,  there  was  not  a  place  on  his  body  as  big  as  my  hand  that  was  not 
covered  with  welts.  He  swore  positively  that  Frank  Tnompson,  Joel  East,  and 
Marion  McCree  were  in  the  mob  that  whii]'i>ed  bim.  On  his  affidavit  warrants  were 
isAued  for  the  arrest  of  those  men  and  given  to  Sheriff"  Hargroaves  to  serve,  but  he  has 
never  served  or  returned  them.  Warrants  were  also  issued  for  J.  W.  Bailey,  Reulwu 
Morrison,  Joe  Purser,  all  young  lawyers  there ;  for  E.  B.  Wheeler,  the  leader  of  tbo 
mob,  a  butcher,  and  the  man  who,  after  he  had  murdered  *  Print'  MatthewH,  was 
promoted  by  the  Hazlehurst  people  to  be  their  marshal;  for  Emmett  Speui-er,  a 
larmer ;  for  T.  F.  Wolf,  the  candidate  for  chrfncery  clerk,  who  was  elected  by  tht^se 
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same  Bhotgnns,  and  wbo,  before  that,  was  a  loimger  around  the  town,  haTiog  no  i  ai- 
tioolar  bneineae,  bat  picking  np  odd  jobs,  and  for  a  good  many  ouiers;  bnt  those 
men  were  never  arrested,  and  the  warrants  have  never  oeen  retuned.  There  were 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  in  the  mob,  of  which  these  men  were  a  part.  They 
had  been  riding  through  beat  3,  shooting  and  whipping.  The  wcHnen  and  children 
had  been  driven  into  the  woods.  Matthews  went  to  Wharton,  the  circuit  judce,  and 
appealed  to  him  to  do  something  to  stop  the  murdering,  but  he  |pt  no  satia&ctioii. 
Matthews  and  I  went  to  Sheriff  Hargreaves  and  demanded  protection  for  these  people 
and  the  arrest  of  the  leaders  of  the  mob.  The  sheriff  said  he  could  do  nothing  without 
affidavits.  The  sheriff  had  seen  these  things  himself  and  knew  all  about  Uiem,  and 
Matthews  told  him  so ;  but  he  would  do  nothing.'' 

'*  Did  you  ask  for  outside  aid  f 

''  I,  as  chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  sent  Print  Matthews  to  Jackson  tosss 
Qovemor  Lowery.  He  told  the  governor  that  people  were  bein£[  murdered  in  Copiab 
County ;  that  the  women  and  children  had  been  driven  from  their  hinuee,  and  hsdno 
other  shelter  than  the  woods  and  the  canopy  of  heaven.  Governor  Lowery  told  him 
that  the  sheriff  of  that  county  was  the  peace  officer,  and  he  must  look  to  mm  for  pro- 
t  ection.  He  would  do  nothing.  Yet  Governor  Lowery  took  this  pretext  to  send  forty 
Bhotffmib  and  two  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  to  Hazlehunt  to  be  put  into  thb 
hands  of  the  mob.  Governor  Lowery  himself  was  a  part  of  the  plot  to  kill  Matthews. 
He  knew  that  Matthews  was  one  of  the  men  who  induced  a  candidate  to  come  out 
against  Lowery,  who  was  really  defeated,  but  was  stuffed  in  by  that  Southern 
method.'' 

**  Has  there  ever  been  a  correct  account  of  the  murder  of  Matthews  published  V 

•*  They  have  been  partiallv  correct,  bnt  I  know  more  of  the  facts  than  nave  ever  been 
published.  This  mob  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  armed  men  came  to  the  town  of  Hazlehurst 
about  10  o'clock  Monday  morning,  November  5,  the  dav  before  the  election.  About  a  mile 
from  the  town  they  were  met  by  T.  J.  Hargreaves,  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  J.L. 
Mead,  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  executive  committee,  who  rode  back  at  the  head 
of  the  mob  by  the  side  of  its  captain,  £.  B.  Wheeler.  When  they  reached  the  town  they 
paraded  the  principal  streets,  yelling  and  flourishing  shotguns,  and  shooting  pistols, 
to  the  terror  of  women  and  children.  They  marched  down  South  street,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  railroad,  in  front  of  the  residence  of  J.  P.  Matthews,  where  he  and  his 
wife  and  children  were  seated  on  the  gallery.  As  they  passed  the  house  one  and  an- 
other of  the  mob  yelled,  *  Somebody  had  better  get  away  from  here ! '  Then  they  went 
to  the  court-house,  where  Congressman  Ethel  Barksoale  talked  to  them  for  an  hoar 
in  an  encouraging  speech,  in  which  he  spoke  no  word  in  condemnation  of  their  law 
lessness.  Then  the  order  was  given  to  mount,  and  they  marched  back  to  Matthews^ 
house,  and  first  one  and  then  another  shouted,  '  Somebody  had  better  set  away  from 
here!'  A  coupler  of  hundred  yards  from  his  residence,  and  directly  in  front  of  his 
store,  they  stopped  and  passed  a  resolution.  Matthews  handed  me  that  resolution  at 
4  o'clock  that  afternoon.    This  is  it : 

**Re9olved,  That  J.  P.  Matthews  leave  the  town  of  Haalehurst  for  forty-eight  boors, 
and  if  his  daughter  is  too  sick  for  him  to  leave  home,  then  in  that  case  he  must  not 
be  seen  on  the  streets  of  Haslehurst  to-morrow,  must  not  electioneer,  and  mvst  Ml 
vole, 

'*  £.  B.  WHEELER,  Ciyteis. 

"NovbmbkrS,  1883." 

**The  mob  appointed  John  McLemore  to  deliver  the  resolution  to  Matthews,  which 
he  did.  Matthews  sent  back  a  verbal  message  by  McLemore  that  he  had  bought  end 
paid  for  his  property ;  that  the  constitution  and  the  laws  guaranteed  him  the  ei^joT- 
ment  of  it,  and  also  the  right  to  vote.  He  said  he  expected  to  stay  with  his  fsmilf 
anil  to  vote  unless  he  was  murdered.  I  was  not  far  away  when  McLem<»e  brought 
back  the  message.  £.  B.  Wheeler,  with  J.  L.  Mead  by  his  side,  gave  the  order,  'File 
left,  march.'  They  marched  out  of  Hazlehurst  to  the  west  about  a  mile.  Then  tbej 
halted,  and  a  vote  was  taken  as  to  who  should  kill  '  Print'  Matthews.  The  lot  fell  to 
E,  B.  Wheeler." 

**  Do  you  know  that  they  voted  on  that  snbiect  t" 

'*  I  do.  1  know  it  from  several  i>eople,  and  from  Wheeler's  own  words.  The  fint 
account  of  the  murder  which  reached  Hazlehurst  was  in  the  Times-Democrat.  It  wst 
there  stated  that  there  was  an  old  srudge  between  Wheeler  and  Matthews.  Whcder 
and  a  friend  of  his  were  reading  the  account  together.  '  That  isn't  true.  Is  it  Basf 
asked  the  friend.  *  It's  all  a  d—d  lie  '  said  Wheeler.  *  There  was  no  grudge  b«twi%A 
us.    It  fell  to  me  to  do  it,  that's  all.'  ^ 

'*  Did  Wheeler  ever  make  any  excuse  for  the  shooting  T  " 

**  Not  a  word.  I  can  give  yon  the  story  of  the  shooting^  in  his  own  words.  He  sajs 
that  when  Matthews  came  into  the  polling  place  that  morning  he  said  to  him  ( Wheeler}: 
'  Well,  good  morning,  fias.    What  do  yon  know  T'   Wheeler  said  he  knew  of  nothing. 
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and  then  he  aeked  him :  *  Print,  arc  Tnn  goiog  to  rote  V  Print  said,  '  Ycb,*  and  Wheeler 
said:  'Print,  I  wouldn't  vote/  Print  smiled  and  replied:  *I  prize  my  right  to  vote 
very  hiehly,  and  leel  that  I  owe  it  to  my  country.'  Then  he  stepped  up  to  the  ballot 
box  and  gave  Inspector  Coxwoll  his  ticket.  *  1  then  took  the  shotgun,'  said  Wheeler, 
*  which  was  concealed  in  a  dry-goods  box,  and,  cocking  both  barrels,  leveled  it  on  him. 
Just  as  I  pulled  the  trigger  he  threw  his  eyes  on  me  and  put  his  right  hand  to  his  side. 
He  had  no  pistol  in  his  hand  so  far  as  I  saw.'  That  is  Wheeler's  own  account  of  the 
affair." 

"  Did  Wheeler  tell  it  to  you  T 

**  No ;  but  he  has  told  it  to  at  least  a  dozen  men.  One  of  them  said  to  him  after  he 
had  heard  it :  *  Ras,  there's  more  room  for  you  in  Texas  than  there  is  in  Copiah.'  I 
don't  want  to  five  you  the  names  of  the  men  who  told  me,  for  I  don't  want  to  imperil 
their  lives.  Tney  are  still  there.  Whenever  there  is  a  flpran<^  jury  there  which  is  not 
made  up  of  that  very  mob,  I  will  give  you  the  names  of  those  men,  but  it  wouldn't 
do  now.^ 

Mr.  Burnett  could  not  speak  of  the  murder  of  his  friend  without  some  evidences  of 
excitement  and  emotion.  ^*  There  were  men  there  who  call  themselves  Christians," 
said  he.  *'  When  Mrs.  Matthews  and  her  daughter  came  to  weep  over  the  body  of  the 
dead  husband  and  father ;  when  Mrs.  Matthews  cried  pitifully,  *  My  God,  my  God, 
how  was  it  done T  Oh,  God,  was  it  necessary  to  murder  my  poor  husband  T'  what  did 
these  men  dof  They  wheeled  a  cannon  into  the  street,  in  front  of  the  house  where 
Matthews'  body  lav,  and  fired  a  salute.  They  brought  a  brass  band  to  play  martial 
music  in  front  of  the  house,  and  they  said,  'We  have  destroyed  the  Republican  party 
in  Copiah.  We  have  killed  their  ablest  and  most  potent  leader.'  That  was  the  answer 
tbeygave  to  the  moans  of  the  widow  and  orphan." 

"  What  sort  of  a  man  was  Matthews  f" 

''  There  was  absolutely  no  stain  upon  his  record  as  a  citizen  or  ofiSce  holder.  He 
was  about  45  years  old,  a  merchant,  a  heavy  land  owner,  and  speculator.  He  was 
one  of  the  wealthiest  men  there  and  one  of  the  most  powedfhl.  He  had  a  tremendous 
amount  of  moral  courage.  He  was  the  most  influential  man  among  the  negnies  that 
there  was  in  Mississippi.  As  some  of  the  papers  have  said,  the  negroes  thought  when 
Matthews  spoke  to  them  that  it  was  the  voice  of  Abraham  Lincoln  speaking  ftt>m  the 
grave.  It  was  not  only  over  negroes  that  he  had  influence,  but  also  over  white  men. 
His  house  was  open  to  everybody  who  wanted  food  or  shelter,  and  nobody  ever  came 
to  him  to  borrow  a  dollar  and  went  away  empty  handed.  I  suppose  nobody  in  Mis- 
sissippi had  more  friends.  The  very  day  that  Wheeler  shot  him,  there  was  an  entry 
on  his  books  of  goods  that  Wheeler  had  bought  two  weeks  before  on  credit  at  Mat- 
thew's store.  AH  that  the  Bourbons  ever  had  to  say  against  Matthews  was  that  he 
was  too  powerful.  Wheeler  has  since  said  that  Matthews  was  as  true  a  friend  as  ever 
he  had,  and  one  who  had  aided  him  when  in  trouble  and  done  him  innumerable 
favors." 

**  Why  did  they  shoot  you  and  drive  you  out  of  Hazlehurst,  Mr.  Burnett  t" 

''  I  was  the  only  Republican  lawyer  there;  was  getting  most  of  the  business,  and 
was  the  chairman  of  the  Republican  executive  committee.  Some  weeks  before  the 
election  I  went  to  Jackson  and  succeeded  in  getting  an  intelligent  white  commisbioner 
of  elections  appointed  for  our  side,  instead  of  the  ignorant  ue^pro  that  the  Bourbons 
had  bought  up  and  wanted  appointed.  I  got  home  late  at  night,  and  went  to  bed. 
The  next  morning  a  friend  of  mine  came  to  mv  room  and  told  me  that  J.  W.  Bailey 
was  looking  for  me  to  slap  my  jaws.  I  preparea  myself  for  him  and  went  out.  When 
I  met  him  I  asked  him  it  he  had  said  any  such  thing,  and  told  him  if  he  tried  it  one 
of  us  bad  ffot  to  die.  He  denied  having  said  any  sucn  thing,  but  said  that  he  under- 
stood I  had  been  makingremarks  about  him  and  made  sport  of  him.  I  told  him  I  had 
not  done  so ;  and  he  said  it  was  all  right,  we  would  be  friends,  and  Le  shook  hands  with 
me.  A  couple  of  hours  afterwards  I  was  walking  down  the  street,  and  Bailey,  Mead, 
and  four  or  five  others  were  talking  together  on  a  comer.  As  I  came  up  to  them  they 
separated,  and  all  went  away  but  Bailey  and  a  fellow  named  Hart,  who  stood  so  that 
I  had  to  pass  between  them.  Hart  said  to  me  as  I  came  up :  *  I  understand  you  say 
you  didn't  make  sport  of  Bailey.'  I  said  I  didn't.  He  began  to  draw  his  pistol  and 
said :  *  Well,  you're  a  liar.'  I  struck  at  him  with  my  knife  and  he  ran  awav.  His 
pistol  caught  in  his  pocket.  When  he  got  thirty  yan^s  away  he  fired,  and  the  ball 
went  straight  through  my  body.  That  was  how  I  got  my  wound.  When  Hart  was 
arrestt  d  tSe  Judge  aisked  him  who  his  counsel  was,  and  he  said,  '  The  Hazlehurst  bar.' 
It  was  true.  I  had  to  send  to  another  town  for  a  lawyer  to  prosecute  him.  He  was 
bound  over,  but  the  grand  inry  ignored  the  whole  thing.  I  hadn't  got  entirely  well 
at  election  time,  and  the  night  before  election  I  went  up  to  Crysjtal  Springs  to  look 
after  the  election  there.  When  I  heard  that  Matthews  was  killed  I  started  for  Hazle- 
hurst, but  the  crowd  on  the  train  told  me  that  thoy  w  ere  going  to  put  me  with  Print 
Matthews,  and  I  lumped  off  at  Gallman,  while  the  train  was  running." 

**  Why  didn't  they  shoot  you  there  f  " 

**  Because  it  wasn't  safe  for  them.    I  had  friends  there  who  would  have  Joined  in 
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the  shooting.  The  next  day  I  went  to  Hazlehnrst,  bnt  didn't  stay  bat  abont  two  hours. 
The  darkies  are  tme  to  the  men  that  they  have  confidence  in,  and  one  of  them  told 
me  that  the  mob  was  going  to  kill  me.  I  took  the  first  train  for  Jackson.  I  told 
Meredith  Matthews,  the  son  of  the  murdered  man,  that  I  should  be  back  Thursday 
night.  I  got  a  letter  and  a  telegram  fh>m  him  at  Jackson,  telling  me  not  to  come 
back.  There  was  a  crowd  waiting  for  me  at  the  train  Tbnrsday  night  to  kill  me. 
Here  is  a  note  which  was  sent  to  me  two  days  after  the  election.  It  is  in  tJ^e  sam« 
handwriting  as  the  warning  which  went  to  Matthews  the  day  before  he  was  killed.'' 
Here  Mr.  Burnett  showed  the  following  note : 

'*  We  were  in  hopes  that  yonr  dark-visage  face  would  never  be  seen  on  oar  stieeti 
again.  Yoo  have  no  business  here.  We  now  give  you  fair  warning  to  leave,  or  you 
will  meet  the  fate  of  ypur  friend,  J.  P.  Matthews. 

"Nov.  8, '83." 

''Jumping  from  the  train  and  the  exposure  had  made  me  sick,  and  I  went  into  the 
country  to  my  father's  house,  and  lay  in  bed  four  weeks  with  typhoid  fever.  I  hare 
Just  got  well  enouffh  to  get  out.  I  shall  never  go  back  to  Mississippi*  I  have  lost 
my  abrary  and  all  my  business,  bnt  shall  start  again  where  life  and  property  are 
safe." 

*' Are  you  a  carpet-ba«ger,  Mr.  Burnett  T" 

'*  I  was  bom  in  Copiah  County,  and  have  lived  either  there  or  in  Hinds  County  all 
my  life.  Mi^e  is  no  new  family  in  that  State.  Two  of  m^  father's  uncles,  John  Ford 
and  Daniel  Burnett,  were  delegates  to  the  convention  which  framed  the  State  coosii- 
tution.  My  father  was  a  member  of  the  State  legislature  in  1880.  He  was  an  Old 
Whig,  but  during  the  war  had  to  go  into  the  Confederate  service,  for  if  a  man  did  not 
go  they  took  him  out  and  broke  his  neck.  My  father  pays  more  taxes  than  two-thirds 
of  the  mob  which  drove  me  out  of  the  State.  He  has  never  been  wanting  in  his  doty 
to  his  government  in  any  capacity.  He  is  now  an  infirm  and  feeble  old  man,  and  I 
expect  them  to  spare  his  life  on  that  account.  I  have  two  young  brothers  there,  two 
sisters,  and  my  mother.  I  have  been  driven  from  my  family,  home,  and  native  lacd 
for  no  other  reason  than  because  I  would  not  indorse  the  views  of  the  Bourbons.  If 
the  Bourbons  elect  a  President  of  the  United  States  I  shall  leave  the  country.  I  wae 
nrged  to  stay  in  Jackson,  but  I  was  going  to  tell  what  I  knew  about  these  things, 
and  they  certainly  would  have  sent  a  man  tnere  to  murder  me.  Here,  I  think,  among 
different  people,  1  may  be  able  to  defend  myself  if  I  am  attacked." 

**  What  about  Barksdale's  denial  that  he  bad  advised  the  shotgun  campaign  f " 

''I  did  not  hear  his  speech,  but  I  sent  a  man  to  hear  him  who  was  not  suspected  by 
them  and  conld  safely  be  there.  This  is  the  exact  language  that  he  used  in  Hazel- 
hurst  the  night  before  the  election,  Just  after  they  had  voted  to  see  who  should  kill 
Matthews.  Said  he:  *  Fellow-citizens^  I  must  compliment  you  on  your  patriotism 
and  the  manner  in  which  you  have  evinced  it  by  shouldering  yonr  shotguns.  I  »w 
in  the  countenances  of  those  armed  men  who  paraded  the  streets  to-day  a  determina- 
tion to  carry  this  election,  and  I  say  you  mutt  carry  this  election,  **r^ardleas  of  what 
the  issue  may  be."'  I  defy  Mr.  Barksdale  to  produce  any  law-abidmg  citizen,  not  a 
part  of  that  armed  mob,  who  will  say  that  be  did  not  use  that  language.  He  has 
produced  certificates  from  several  men  that  he  did  not  so  speak.  Every  one  of  the 
men  who  made  such  certificates,  except  one,  was  in  the  audience  that  night  with  s 
shotgun  on  his  shoulder.  Every  one  of  them  is  in  that  list  which  I  save  you  belore 
of  men  against  whom  warrants  have  been  issued.  That  is  the  kind  of  certificates  be 
has  Kot.  R.  N.  Miller,  one  of  the  certifiers,  was  making  a  similar  inflammatory  speech 
at  Wesson,  ten  miles  away,  that  very  night,  and  never  heard  a  word  of  Barksdale^s 
speech.  J.  W.  Bailey,  another  of  the  certifiers,  was  called  on  for  a  speech  when  Barks- 
dale  finished.  He  said :  '  I  have  been  in  the  saddle  six  days,  and  am  not  fit  for  speak- 
ing. I  will  only  make  a  motion  that  we  appoint  a  committee  to  bury  the  dead  lode^ 
pendent  and  Repoblican  voters  of  Hazlehurst  to-morrow.'  I  tell  yon  Ethel  Barks- 
dale  is  moraUy  responsible  for  all  the  political  murders  of  Mississippi.  He  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  murder  of  poor  Mahaifey,  dragged  from  his  bed  from  beside  his  sleeps 
ing  wife,  and  shot  for  no  other  reason  than  that  he  taught  a  colored  school.  I  don't 
know  what  the  North  is  thinking  of  to  turn  over  the  control  of  this  Government  to 
such  men.  They  don't  know  what  it  means;  that's  what's  the  trouble.  I  should  itist 
like  to  have  Henry  Ward  Beecher  and  some  more  of  those  men  who  think  it  is  all  eo 
lovely  for  Southern  Republicans  spend  a  few  weeks  in  Mississippi  during  an  election 
or  a  canvass." 

'*  Was  it  necessary  for  the  Bourbons  to  use  the  shot-g^n  f  " 

**It  was.  In  Copiah  County  we  had  abont  1,000  white  anti-Bourbon  votes,  and 
the  negro  vote  was  200  more  than  the  entire  Bourbon  streufftii.  They  had  to  over- 
come about  1,200  majority.  They  did  it.  The  Republicans  down  there  are  not  paa- 
pers  or  adventurers.  They  are  amonx  the  most  solid  business  men  of  the  State.  We 
had  plenty  of  money  for  legitimate  campaign  purposes.    All  we  asked  for  was  a  free 
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By  Mr.  Fete  : 

Q.  Now,  a«  to  your  docket.  Will  you  state  what  yourdocket  was  when 
you  left  Copiah  County  f — A.  I  have  a  list  here  of  the  most  important 
cases.  I  have  not  counted,  though,  all  the  criminal  cases  I  was  in ;  this 
is  simply  a  list  of  the  civil  docket. 

Q.  You  may  give  a  list  of  the  civil  docket. — A.  Well,  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  Mr.  Birdsong  stated  that  I  did  not  have  any  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews' business :  that  Mr.  Miller  had  it.  The  first  case  is  the  case  of  M. 
Faler  &  Co.  vs.  E.  M.  Bostick.  G.  E.  Matthews'  garnishee.  That  case 
involved  $700.  There  were  three  of  those  cases.  I  represented  the 
garnishee  in  all  of  those  cases.  Then  ther«  was  the  case  of  G.  Ej  Mat- 
thews V8.  L.  Girot.  That  was  carried  to  the  supreme  court  on  certiorari. 
Then  there  was  the  case  of  J.  P.  Matthews  vs.  J.  H.  Catchings,  Handy 
Fortner  vs.  J.  F.  Thompson,  G.  E.  Matthews  vs.  E.  W.  Brown,  a  case  of 
1500,  and  one  of  the  cases  that  ran  over  in  my  absence.  Then  there 
was  the  case  of  Cook  vs.  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  in  which  $3,000 
was  involved.  Then  there  were  three  case^  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
vs.  Cook,  involving  $14,063.35.  Those  cases  were  passed  over  in  my 
absence,  I  having  written  to  Judge  Wharton  and  told*  him  that  I 
had  to  leave  there  to  save  my  life,  and  I  could  not  attend  to  them. 
Then  there  was  the  case  of  Eussell  vs.  Perro,  a  ca«e  of  $3,000 ;  J.  P. 
Matthews  vs.  J.  J.  Cason,  involving  $500;  A.  H.  Isaacson  r«.  Mimms 
Bros.,  involving  $175 ;  E.  M.  Ballard  vs.  L.  M.  Cato,  an  action  of  re- 
plevin:  Handy  Fortner  vs.  J.  F.  Thompson,  involving  $100 ;  McGinnis 
vs.  McCalip,  an  action  of  replevin ;  McGinnis  vs.  M.  E.  Nelson,  involv- 
ing $500 ;  P.  B.  King,  administrator,  vs.  L.  J.  Ehymes  and  others,  in- 
volving 400  acres  of  well-improved  land ;  Harriet  Jefferson  vs.  Richard 
Jefferwl ;  J.  P.  Matthews  vs.  Eliza  Jones,  involving  the  sale  of  2,000 
acres  of  land.  Major  Norman  said  I  had  no  business  in  the  chancery 
court.  Then  there  is  the  case  of  B.  Y.  Patton  vs.  R.  S.  Patton.  That 
is  a  case  which  I  attended  to  at  the  Claiborne  County  circuit  court. 

By  Mr.  Jonas  : 
Q.  That  is  not  in  Copiah  County  f — A.  No,  sir ;  not  that  case ;  that 
was  not  on  the  Copiah  docket.  Then  for  these  same  parties  I  had  a 
matter  involving  a  large  portion  of  property  at  Crystal  Springs,  and 
was  investigating  it  when  they  drove  me  away  from  it.  That  was  sim- 
ply the  civil  business. 

By  Mr.  Fbye  : 

Q.  You  had  also  business  before  the  magistrates  of  the  lesser  kind, 
and  conyeyances,  and  the  ordinary  business  that  comes  into  a  lawyer's 
office  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  a  good  deaL 

Q.  And  gave  advice  in  matters  of  controversy! — A.  Yes,  sir:  my 
business  was  growing  fast.  1  was  growing  into  a  nice  practice  there. 
There  were  140  cases  at  the  last  term  of  tbe  court,  and  I  can  show  yon 
that,  according  to  the  number  of  cases  there,  1  have  more  than  any 
other  attorney.  There  are  twenty-five  attorneys,  and  I  have  a  list  of 
them  here. 

Q.  Mr.  Cook  has  been  on  the  witness  stand  and  testified  your  case  of 
the  county  or  State  against  Cook  away.  That  was  settled  in  your  ab- 
sence, was  itf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  state  the  method  of  levying  taxes  in  Mississippi, 
and  anything  you  know  in  reference  to  that  Cook  case. — A.  The  method 
of  levying  taxes  in  the  State  is  this :  They  ascertain  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  county  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  county,  and  then  they 

1608  OONO— CO 40  Digitized  by  LjOOglC 


<)26  ALLEGED   ELECTION   0UTBAQE8   IN   MIS8I88IPPL 

levy  a  certain  per  cent  State  tax  for  coant^  purposes.  If  the  State 
tax  is  $3  on  the  thousand  and  the  county  tax  is  200  per  cent,  of  the  State 
tax,  every  time  be  collects  a  dollar  of  State  tax  ho  collects  two  dollars  of 

county  tax.    We  went  over  these  books 

Q.  Who  do  you  mean  by  *•  we  ^  ! — ^A.  Myself  first.  I  think  I  was  firet 
employed  as  the  attorney  in  the  case.  It  involved  a  great  deal  of  work, 
and  about  that  time,  when  I  was  in  the  act  of  bringing  the  suit,  they 
shot  me  down  on  the  street.  I  then  had  to  get  Mr.  Sc^ions  «id  Mr. 
Oassi(V  ^^  assist  me.  I  had  sent  for  Mr.  Cassidy  to  come  up  and  see 
me,  and  talked  the  matter  over  with  him,  and  I  showed  him  the  figures  I 
bad  made,  and  he  said  theje  was  no  doubt  but  what  there  was  a  large 
defalcation.  We  went  through  the  books  and  we  made  six  differeot 
accounts,  i  he  last  one  we  made  we  gave  him  every  possible  credit  that 
he  was  entitled  to,  and  credits  that  he  was  not  entitled  to.  I  have  the 
notes  here,  just  as  we  brought  him  out  on  the  last  calculation  that  we 
made.  We  brought  him  out  on  balance  due  to  the  county  in  1877,  $814.10. 
By  the  statute  we  were  entitled  to  recover  30  per  cent,  damages  per  an- 
num. That  was  from  the  1st  of  May,  1877,  until  the  time  of  bringing  tlK 
suit    The  damages  amounted  to  $1,597.5!).    We  found  a  balance  doe  in 

1878  on  account,  of  $820.2 1,  and  the  damages  ou  that  were  $1,353.81.    In 

1879  we  found  a  balance  due  the  county  of  $282.84.  In  1880  we  found  a 
balance  due  Cook  of  $511.35.  In  1881  we  found  a  balance  due  the  county 
of  $2,093.22.  In  1875  and  1876,  the  two  consolidated,  we  found  him 
due  the  county  $1,391.62.  The  total  amount  due  to  the  connty  was 
$14,063.35.  We  arrived  at  that  by  making  this  estimate.  Wheie  he 
reported  in  settlement  with  the  State  auditor,  where  he  had  ooUected 
$12,000  State  taxes,  whatever  the  county  levy  was,  we  supposed  it  was 
200  per  cent.,  and  we  multiplied  that  by  200,  the  s^nount  he  should 
have  paid  into  the  county  treasury  in  those,  years.  We  gave  him  credit 
for  everything  he  was  entitled  to,  including  some  school  taxes  he  was 
not  entitled  to  at  all. 

1  will  state  further  in  regard  to  the  investigation  of  Mr.  Cook's  account 
that  the  law  provides  that  whenever  a  man  pays  his  taxes  the  sheriff  shall 
duplicate  his  receipt ;  that  is,  he  gives  him  a  receipt  and  then  keeps  a 
duplicate  in  the  office.  It  provides  further  that  he  shall  ent^*  them  on 
the  cash-book,  with  the  date  of  the  collection  and  the  name  of  the  man 
paying  the  taxes.  I  had  between  500  and  1,000  tax  receipts  that  be 
had  issued  about  over  the  county,  and  in  no  place  in  hiH  «>fij(H5  Wiis  there 
any  duplicate  of  those  tax  receipts,  and  he  never  accouiiteil  by  a  dupli- 
cate receipt  for  a  dollar  of  money  that  was  ever  collect tnl  nfter  the  fitst 
Monday  in  March. 

Q.  When  this  case  was  tried  were  these  receipts  for  taxes  collectetl 
which  had  no  duplicates  in  t?he  office  or  credits  in  the  Ciish  book;  were 
they  before  (he  court! — ^A.  No,  sir;  they  were  in  my  possession. 

Q.  Do  yon  say  that  your  senior  counsel  that  you  called  in,  agreed  with 
you  as  to  the  probability  of  the  amount  due  from  Codk  to  the  county  !— 
A.  I  think  it  was  on  Saturday  night  when  we  made  our  last  calculation, 
and  we  agreed  that  there  was  no  possible  chance  but  that  Cook  was  a 
defaulter  to  the  county. 

Q.  Did  you  send  word  to  anybody  connected  with  the  case  that  >ou 
had  such  proof  in  your  hands  and  desired  that  the  case  might  be  con- 
tinued until  it  was  safe  for  you  to  return  home  t — A.  I  wrote  T.  J, 
Wharton  a  letter. 

Q.  That  is  Judge  Wharton! — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  circuit  judge.  When 
I  made  my  escape  from  the  train  and  went  to  my  fathei^s  1  imnie<liatel.v 
wrote  a  letter  and  sent  it  to  him,  and  he  acknowledged  receiving  the 
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letter  from  me  on  the  stand.  I  told  bim  in  that  letter  that  I  had  made 
a  narrow  escape,  and  that  nnder  the  excitement,  I  did  not  feel  it  waa 
safe  for  me  to  come  there,  and  to  pass  all  my  cases  nntil  I  could  como 
there  and  attend  to  them. 

Q.  Did  you,  in  addition  to  that,  communicate  to  anybody  the  fact 
that  you  had  evidence  to  establish  that  case  t  Did  you  have  any  com- 
munication with  the  senior  counsel  in  the  case  t — ^A.  It  seems  to  me 
that  I  told  Major  Cassidy  about  the  receipts  I  had  collected,  in  a  con- 
sultation we  had  touching  the  case,  and  in  the  six  times  the  books  were 
investigated.  Major  Cassidy  learned  the  fact  that  there  were  these  out* 
standing  receipts  without  duplicates  or  credits  in  the  cash-book. 

Q.  He  knew  that  from  the  fact  that  the  books  showed  that  them- 
selves t — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  T  finally  petitioned.  The  lawyers  there  have  a  prac- 
tice if  a  person  wants  any  document  or  paper  which  would  be  evidence 
in  the  case,  you  have  to  file  a  petition  setting  forth  the  fact,  which  is 
sworn  to.  I  filed  such  a  x>etition,  and  called  on  Mr.  Cook  to  ftirnish 
the  books  containing  all  the  receipts  of  the  delinquents  of  whom  he  had 
collected  taxes.  They  furnished  me  a  lot  of  little  scrap-books,  like  this 
[indicating],  and  I  could  not  get  much  out  of  them.  I  finally  learned, 
though,  that  each  delinquent  tax  collector  filed  his  report  with  Colonel 
Cook.  We  took  those  reports  of  those  delinquent  tax  collectors,  and 
myself  and  Mr.  Cassidy  sat  down  and  added  them  up,  Mr.  Cook  had 
certified  to  each  one's  settlement,  and  we  found  they  amounted  to  over 
three  thousand  dollars,  and  there  was  no  account  in  his  office  of  it  what- 
ever.   I  afterwards  asked  Mr.  Conn  to  run  them  over,  but  he  never  did. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  now  that  there  was  a  large  amount  due  the  county 
trom  Cook  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which,  if  you  had  been  present  with  your  testimony,  would  have 
been  shown  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

I  will  state  other  facts  in  connection  with  this  as  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  he  was  indebt^  to  the  county.  He  had  been  out  of  office 
about  two  years.  After  he  went  out  of  office  he  had  a  settlement  with 
the  board  of  supervisors,  and  I  think  they  paid  him  $650.  Some  time 
after  that  he  returned  to  the  board,  and  paid  them  back  (50,  stating 
they  bad  paid  him  that  much  over  what  was  due  him ;  and  nobody  ever 
heard  anything  of  the  county  ever  owing  him  a  claim  until  the  board 
of  supervisors  ordered  this  investigation,  and  when  they  ordered  the 
investigation  and  he  found  that  it  brought  him  out  in  debt,  he  imme- 
diately turned  around  and  sued  the  county  for  $3,000. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  by  the  witnesses  on  the  other  side  about 
your  getting  a  thousand-dollar  fee  for  attending  to  this  business.  Did 
you  get  such  a  fee! — A.  I  will  state  that  if  anybody  got  a  thousand- 
dollar  fee  it  was  Messrs.  Cassidy  and  Sessions.  All  I  got  out  of  the  case 
was  $150.  I  went  to  Brookhaven  and  to  Hazlehurst  and  talked  with 
M^jor  Caesidy,  and  told  him  what  proof  I  had  in  my  possession  with 
regard  to  the  outrages  and  crimes  that  had  been  i)erx>etrated,  and  Major 
Cassidy  advised  me  that  if  he  was  in  my  place  he  would  not  go  back 
there,  and  I  left,  and  I  gave  him  my  interest  in  it  for  $150. 

Q.  A  witness  was  on  the  stand  who  testified  that  you  committed  for- 
gery and  perjury  up  in  some  county,  and  that  the  judge  did  not  find  you 
guilty  of  forgery  or  perjury,  but  that  he  demanded  a  very  severe  cen- 
sure 5  that  you  were  the  attorney  and  wftness  in  the  case ;  that  you  had 
forged  a  note  in  your  brothei^s  name,  or  something  of  that  kindf — A.  That 
is  simply  an  attempt  to  add  an  insult  to  a  wrong.  Up  to  the  time  I  left 
Hazlehurst  no  man  can  say  that ;  and  they  can  go  there  now  and  inquire 
after  my  record — I  left  there  with  a  clean  reeord.    If  I  owed  a  dollar  in 
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tlie  world  to  any  of  them,  I  arranged  it  and  settled  it  Now,  in  regard  to 
that  case  that  they  bring  here,  there  is  Mr.  Sexton,  I  told  him  iS  they 
wanted  to  try  me  on  that  case  that  that  was  the  best  evidence,  and  I  asked 
him  to  bring  the  case  here  before  the  committee;  that  I  was  not  afraid  of 
the  record,  and  he  told  me  he  would  do  as  he  pleased.  I  told  Mr.  Sexton 
that  he  knew  that  was  the  best  evidence  if  1  had  ever  been  guilty  of 
perjnry  or  sued  on  any  note.  So  far  as  being  sned  on  a  note,  I  never 
was  sued  on  anything — contract,  note,  or  anything  of  tiie  kind;  and  the 
case  they  speak  of  was  a  case  against  a  brother  of  mine,  and  I  was  in 
nowise  in  the  world  connected  with  it  any  further  than  this :  My  brother 
was  at  Crystal  Springs,  and  he  asked  me  to  write  a  letter  for  him  stat- 
ing that  he  would  pay  the  debt  I  so  wrote  the  letter  and  signed  it  J. 
R.  Burnet,  per  A.  W.  Burnet :  and  they  called  on  me  to  know  if  I  wrote 
that  letter,  and  1  told  them  I  did  write  it 

Q.  Was  there  any  question  raised  about  your  committing  a  forgery 
in  that  case  t — A.  If  there  was  I  never  heard  it 

Q.  Was  there  any  question  raised  about  your  committing  perjury  in 
that  case  f — A.  If  there  was  I  never  heard  it. 

Q.  Did  the  judge  address  any  words  of  censure  to  you  in  that  case  f— 
A.  Not  a  word. 

Q.  Were  you  attorney  in  the  case  t — A.  I  was  there  with  C.  S.  Moore, 
who  was  the  attorney.  I  had  just  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  if 
there  was  any  wrong  done  in  the  pleading  I  am  not  in  any  way  respon- 
sible. 

Q.  So  that  that  story  is  made  out  of  the  whole  doth  t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
the  case  was  on  a  note  against  J.  J.  Burnet. 

Q.  A  brother  of  yours  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  note  that  was  called  in  question  by  yoa ;  all  yoa  had 
to  do  with  it  was  to  testify  about  a  letter  where  your  brother  admitted 
an  indebtedness  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  letter  was  signed  J.  J.  Burnet  by  yout — A*  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  question  was  whether  or  not  you  signed  it  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  admitted  that  you  did  f — A.  Yes,  sir ;  the  note  was  signed 
J.  J.  Burnet  &  Bro. ;  there  was  never  any  allegati4»n  that  I  was  ever 
connected  with  it  in  any  way  whatever;  that  is  my  recollection.  The 
note  was  signed  J.  J.  or  J.  B.  Burnet,  I  do  not  recollect  wbidi. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Chiles,  who  appeared  here  as  a  witness  and  tes- 
tified as  to  your  character  f — ^A.  I  luiow  him  simply  from  the  cauTa® 
of  Hinds  County  in  1879. 

Q.  Was  he  engaged  in  it  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  engaged  in  it,  and  it 
was  a  notorious  fact  in  Jackson,  and  not  denied  by  them,  that  he  was 
one  of  the  men  who  figured  in  the  stealing  of  the  Forest  Hill  ballot-boi. 

Q.  And  Alfred  Moore,  who  also  testified,  who  was  brought  l^re  from 
Jackson,  was  he  not  also  connected  with  the  stealing  of  the  Forest  Hill 
ballo^boxY — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  generally  understood  that  he  was  at 
Jackson  at  the  time,  and  he  is  a  man  who  runs  around  for  a  oountv 
job  when  he  can  get  it. 

Q.  When  you  left  Hazlehurst  in  a  hurry  I  suppose  yoa  left  all  yoor 
creditors  there  without  any  provision  for  them  f — ^A.  There  is  another 
one  named  B.  B.  Mims  who  has  testified  about  my  character;  that  mao 
is  owing  me  money  to-day  for  honest  labor  done  for  him,  and  he  oertainly 
covers  himself  uf  under  the  dress  of  his  wife,  and  everything  he  gets  he 
puts  in  her  name,  and  his  books  show  that  while  he  was  a  merd^t  he 
had  swindled  his  creditors  out  of  (4,000  and  put  it  in  a  livery  stable 
and  stocked  his  wife's  plantation  with  money  here  in  Kew  Orleans.   I 
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took  his  books  and  pat  him  on  the  stand  and  examined  them,  and  he 
coald  not  explain  his  books. 

Q.  Another  witness,  D.  S.  Burch,  has  testified  as  to  your  character; 
who  is  he  t — A.  He  is  a  school-teacher  there  in  Hazlehurst.  I  do  not 
know  anything  abont  the  man. 

Q.  Did  yon  sne  him  for  t5f-*A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  little  claim  in 
fevor  of  R.  A.  Harrison,  a  livery-stable  man,  and  I  got  tired  of  dunning 
him ;  he  would  promise  to  pay  me  and  I  never  could  see  him,  and  I 
finally  sued  him,  and  while  I  was  shot  and  in  bed  he  went  into  court 
and  took  advantage  of  my  sickness  and  insisted  on  having  the  case 
nolle  pressed,  and  took  judgment  by  nonsuit.  . 

Q.  But  I  ask  you  when  you  left  Hazlehurst — a  man  of  yX)ur  bad  char- 
acter—when you  left  Hazlehurst  in  the  night-time,  of  course  you  left  all 
of  yonr  creditors  entirely  unprovided  for  and  went  off  with  all  the  money 
you  had  in  your  pocket ! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  paid  some  debts  before  I  left. 
Those  gentlemen  that  I  could  see  handily  I  settled  with. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  about  the  reatt — A.  The  balance,  I  left  their 
claims  in  the  hands  of  L.  H.  Matthews,  who  settled  every  debt  I  owed, 
and  I  afterwards  wrote  back  to  them  and  settled. 

Q.  So  that  you  arranged  for  the  settlement  of  every  debt  that  yoa 
owedt — A.  Yes,  sir;  for  every  debt. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  sued  by  anybody! — ^A.  I  never  was  sued  in 
my  life. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  charged  since  you  have  been  in  Hazlehurst, 
by  anybody  there,  with  being  false  to  a  trust  or  telling  an  untruth  or 
anything  of  the  kind  t — ^A.  I  never  have. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  your  reputation  was  bad  for  truth  and  veracity 
in  Hazlehurst  f — ^A.  I  never  knew  it  until  I  heard  it  here.  I  think  I 
told  you  that  I  was  willing  tor  you  to  ask  any  Democrat  about  my  char- 
acter and  standing  there;  that  I  was  not  afraid  of  my  character. 

Q.  Yes,  you  did.— A.  And  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Mr.  Conn  and  Mr. 
Dodds  and  some  of  these  gentlemen  here  have  shown  me  the  honor  to 
testify  that  they  never  heard  anything  against  me. 

Q.  Did  you  dispose  of  your  library  t — A.  No,  sir ;  I  left  that  in  chargei 
of  Mr.  Matthews,  and  told  him  that  if  what  I  left  did  not  settle  my  debts 
to  sell  it  and  to  settle  every  debt.  I  think  I  had  $25  or  (30  owing  there 
when  I  left. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  now  to  John  Fore^  who  testified  that  a  second 
eoQsin  or  a  niece,  or  something  or  other  of  his  mother-in-law,  or  mother^ 
told  him  or  told  somebody  else  that  Print  Matthews  had  a  large  lot  of 
guns  in  his  house  while  she,  the  mother  or  mother-in-law,  was  visiting 
at  his  house;  did  you  hear  that  testimony! — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  was 
right  there  when  Mrs.  Oato  was  visiting  there. 

Q.  Were  you  there  all  the  time  Mrs.  Oato  was  visiting  there ! — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  She  is  a  nice  woman,  isn't  shet — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  guns  there  at  that  time! — ^A.  If  so,  I  never  saw 
them. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  all  the  rooms  in  the  house! — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  about  any  guns  being  in  the  house!— A.  I  will  say 
this:  On  Monday  night,  from  what  we  h^  heard,  we  were  all  expecting 
them  to  come  there  and  take  the  Matthewses  out  and  kill  them ;  and 
he  was  talking,  and  he  said,  <*  If  they  come  what  can  we  do  !  I  have  not 
a  gun  on  the  place ;  nothing  but  a  little  pistol.''  I  know  from  that,  and 
from  what  I  saw,  that  he  did  not  have  a  gun  there  that  night. 
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Q.  Were  yoa  present  at  the  impaneling  of  the  grand  jnry  at  the  last 
term  of  conrt  of  that  connty  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Tell  anything  yon  want  about  that ! — A.  At  the  impaneling  of 
that  grand  jury  there  was  a  man  selected  by  the  name  of  J.  H.  Thomp- 
son. There  was  objection  made  to  him  at  that  time  by  Mr.  Ham.  Moody, 
the  mayor  of  Beaureganl.  The  objection  was  that  there  were  matters 
coming  before  that  grand  jnry  in  which  Thompson  was  interested.  An^ 
other  objection  was  that  he  was  over  sixty  years  of  age  and  not  a  com- 

Seient  grand  juror.  After  some  argument,  Mr.  King  then  insisted  that 
e  should  not  serve  on  the  grand  jury,  from  the  fact  that  when  Mr.  Ray 
bad  cut  a  man  named  White  badly,  at  Beauregard  (that  was  the  offense 
that  was  to  bfe  investigated ;  he  had  mutilated  him,  cut  his  nose)  that 
Mr.  Thompson  was  a  warm  bosom  friend  of  Ray's,  and  they  objected  to 
him  for  that  reason,  and  his  age.  Judge  Wharton  overruled  the  ob- 
jection and  placed  him  on  the  grand  jury  regardless  of  the  objection. 

Q.  Judge  Wharton  testified,  I  think,  that  there  were  20  grand  jurors 
•  there  t — A.  There  were  15. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  they  stood  politically! — A.  I  think  it  stood  8 
Democrats  to  7  Republicans.  There  was  another  important  thing  in 
the  impaneling  of  that  grand  jury.  There  was  T.  E.  Matthews,  a  Re- 
publican, who  had  been  selected  by  the  board  of  supervisors  to  serve 
as  a  grand  juror,  and  he  was  in  the  courthouse  at  the  time  and  his  name 
was  not  called,  and  they  took  a  bystander  in  his  place.  He  was  not 
challenged  at  all  or  called  by  the  sheriff.  I  was  in  the  court-room  at 
the  time  and  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  he  was  not  called  as  a  grand 
juror. 

By  Mr.  Cambbon  : 
Q.  They  simply  dropped  himt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  simply  dropped  him, 
and  did  not  call  him  at  all.  There  was  another  Republican  I  know  sum- 
moned  there ;  I  will  not  be  certain  whether  he  was  called  or  not;  it  was 
Alfred  Gasten.  I  know  he  was  on  the  grand  jury,  and  I  know  that  be 
was  not  challenged.  Another  singular  feature  in  regard  to  the  impan- 
eling of  the  grand  jury  w|ts  this:  The  court  and  M.  the  Democratic 
lawyers  there  insisted  and  made  argument  in  favor  of  Thompson  keep- 
ing his  seat  on  that  grand  jury  on  that  day.  As  soon  as  these  Repub- 
licans who  had  been  selected  by  the  board  of  supervisors  as  grand 
jurors  had  left  on  that  evening,  the  next  morning  J.  H.  Thompson  ex- 
cused himself,  and  Pink  Beachum,  another  Democrat,  was  put  on  in  his 
place.  That  went  on  until  the  third  and  another  Independent  and 
white  man  was  excused,  George  Marlboro,  and  Mr.  Martin,  another 
Democrat,  was  put  on  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Fbye: 

Q.  Who  puts  on  the  new  jurors;  who  supplies  the  plaoe  of  one  ex- 
cused t— A.  The  sheriff. 

Q.  Xow,  as  to  the  board  of  supervisors.  It  is  stated  that  they  ran  the 
county  in  debt  one  year.  Please  state  what  improvements  that  board  of 
supervisors  made  in  the  county  ? — A.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  that 
board  did  more  in  the  way  of  public  improvements  than  any  boutl  in 
existence  recently  in  the  county.  They  built  a  bridge  that  cost  the 
county  $9,000.  They  built  another  bridge  which  cost  the  coun^, 
I  think,  $1,600.  They  improved  the|  poor-house,  furnished  it,  and  in 
addition  to  all  that  the  taxes  have  been  less  with  this  board  than 
with  the  board  that  preceded  it.  Under  the  preceding  board  the  taxes 
were  about  $14.50  to  $15  on  a  thousand.  Under  this  board  the  taxes 
have  been  reduced  to  $12  or  $12.50  a  thousand. 
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Q.  How  many  men  have  yoa  seen  called  here  as  witnesses  by  the 
other  side,  in  attendance  here  and  discharged  without  testifying  or  be- 
ing called  to  testify,  who  were  mounted  and  armed  men  in  that  mob 
before  election  f — A.  Tljose  that  I  recollect  seeing  here  are  Mr.  Bill 
Higdon,  Marion  Higdon  (I  think  I  saw  him  here),  Joe  Parser  (I  think  I 
saw  him  here),  and  I  saw  Mr.  J.  W.  Bailey  here;  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  was  summoned  or  not.  I  also  saw  Mr.  William  Millsaps,  I  believe 
is  his  name,  a  young  man.  I  believe  that  is  all  that  I  have  seen  that  1 
recognize. 

Q.  None  of  these  men  have  been  called  as  witnesses,  have  they  ! — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yon  also  seen  here  the  magistrate  who  bonnd  Wheeler 
over  t — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Was  he  on  the  list  of  witnesses  summoned  here  by  the  other 
gide  f — ^A.  I  saw  him  discharged  and  receiving  his  fees. 

Q.  Was  he  examined  f — A.  No,  sir ;  if  he  was  examined  it  was  while 
I  was  absent,  and  I  have  been  here  pretty  much  all  the  time. 

Q.  Has  Wheeler  been  in  town  heret — ^A.  I  just  merely  got  a  glimpse 
of  Wheeler  down  on  the  street. 

Q.  Did  he  stay  at  the  City  Hotel  do  you  know  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  reg- 
ijitered  at  Fred's,  down  on  St  Charles  street. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  witnesses  summoned  by  the  other  side 
as  a  rule  stopped  at  the  City  Hotel ;  do  you  know  of  their  stopping 
there  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  many. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  Wheeler  was  registered  there  or  not  t — 
A.  I  think  Wheeler  was  registered  at  Fred's ;  it  seems  to  me  1  saw 
his  register  there. 

Q.  You  were  there  at  one  time  when  a  set  of  resolutions  was  sent  by 
this  company  to  Mr.  Matthews,  and  you  stated  that  you  had  a  copy  of 
the  lesolntions  amongst  your  papers.  They  never  yet  have  been  pro- 
duced ;  please  produce  then^  I  refer  to  the  third  set  of  resolutions  not 
yet  put  into  the  case. — A.  I  will  state  here,  in  explanation  of  what  they 
term  the  second  interview,  that  it  was  taken  from  this  letter  [producing 
a  p:H)er]. 

Q.  Is  this  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  which  you  know  to  have  been 
ser\ed  on  Print  Matthews f — A.  No,  sir;  that  was  served  on  Mr.  lias 
Matthews. 

The  paper  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

Whereas  we  have  been  infonued  of  certain  threats  of  personal  vio'euce  against 
Messrs.  J.  F.  Thompson,  Marion  McCree,  James  Horton,  vV.  N.  MitcheU,  and  J.  W. 
East,  and  believing,  as  wc  have  good  reason  to  do,  that  these  threats  were  incited  by 
members  of  the  Matthews  family:  Therefore, 

ISf  ii  rnolvtd^  That  if  Mr.  Thompson,  or  McCree,  or  Horton,  or  Mitchell,  or  East, 
or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  be  molested  or  disturbed  in  any  manner  whatever,  the 
Maltiicws  brothers  shall  be  held  accountable,  and  nothing  less  than  their  blood  will 
satisfy. 

The  foregoing  r*  solution  was  adopted  by  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Copiah  County^ 
on  tJie  3d  day  of  November,  1883. 

Q.  That,  you  say,  was  served  on  Mr.  Ras  Matthews  t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
that  is  the  resolutions  he  brought  to  me  when  he  made  an  affidavit. 

Q.  Be  made  an  affidavit  against  these  men  whose  names  appear 
here  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  that  the  Mitchell  who  was  editor  of  the  Copiah  Signal  f — A.  No, 
rir;  that  is  another  Mitchell,  who  lives  in  beat  3. 
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Q.  ^^Tbe  foreproiDjc  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  tbe  citi- 
zens of  Copiah  County  on  tbe  3d  of  November,  1883.^  Was  that  the  in- 
dorsement on  it  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  tbe  men  named  in  there  who  think  that  if  the  lightning 
strikes  them,  or  anything  else,  the  Matthews  fiemiily  are  to  be  held  ac- 
countable, were  the  men  against  whom  Mr.  Matthews  swore  the  i)eace 
to  keep  the  peace  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  very  men  the  affidavit  states 
who  shot  into  his  house. 

Q.  And  these  resolutions  were  passed  after  they  shot  into  his  bouse  !— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  making  your  long  and  thorough  examination  of  tbe  books  of 
this  county,  what  did  you  learn  of  this  board ;  had  the  board  of  super- 
visors been  guilty  of  any  stealing,  or  anything  of  that  kind  f — A.  I  went 
entirely  through  them  and  I  could  find  no  place  where  that  board  ad- 
mitted an  illegal  allowance,  or  allowed  a  claim  that  was  not  authorized 
by  law.  At  Green's  Store,  Mr.  Eowan,  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
the  legislature,  was  called  on  to  name  one  single  place  where  they  had 
violated  the  law  or  made  any  appropriation  not  authorized  by  law,  aad 
he  said  he  could  not  give  any  particular  example  of  anything  or  specify 
anything,  but  he  thought  they  bad  just  made  too  many  improvonents. 
Again,  in  going  through  the  minutes  of  the  board  they  have  had  a  square 
discussion  in  regard  to  the  debt  of  the  county.  In  \SS2  the  D^nocrado 
board  transferred  $11,000  of  the  county  general  fuud  to  make  up  a  de- 
ficit of  the  school  fund.  Again  they  transferred  $900  to  pay  up  ade^l 
in  the  school  fund.  After  that,  in  1882,  Messrs.  Dodds  and  Ouyiies,in 
the  legislature,  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  county  of  Copiah  to 
levy  a  special  tax  to  pay  up  the  deficit  in  the  school  fund.  They  say 
now  the  county  waii  not  in  debt.  If  it  was  not  in  debt  there  was  no 
necessity  for  the  act  that  was  to  pay  up  the  school  fund,  which  was  oar 
point,  that  the  county  was  in  debt.  Further,  this  board  of  1882  (if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  I  think  it  was  in  18o2),  they  bad  allowed  Mr.  Cook  in  one 
place  a  credit  of  $4,000  and  something,  as  allowed  on  the  first  Monday 
of  March,  the  time  when  they  completed  tbe  delinquent  tax  list  After 
that,  along  in  October,  I  think,  they  again  gave  him  a  credit  of  $2,000. 
The  law  in  regard  to  that  delinquent  tax  is  that  he  must  make  bis  re- 
port on  the  first  Monday  of  March,  and  if  they  do  not  pay  then  they  go 
into  the  hands  of  the  deLnquent  tax  collectors,  and  he  leports  again  on 
the  first  Monday  of  October,  and  then  he  is  allowed  a  final  credit  of 
what  remains  uncollected.  When  he  made  that  report  there  was  only 
$2,(X)0  of  the  original  $4,000  remaining  uncollected,  and  yet  he  had  a 
credit  of  $2,000  and  $4,000^  which  gave  him  a  credit  of  $6,000  when  he 
was  only  entitled  to  a  credit  of  $2,000. 

By  Mr.  JoNAS  : 

Q.  In  the  beginning  of  your  testimony  you  used  the  expression,  "when 
they  shot  me";  what  did  you  mean  by  "they  shot  me"!  Only  one  man 
shot  you  t — A.  I  stated  in  the  beginning  of  my  testimony,  and  I  repeat 
it  now,  that  there  were  seven  or  eight  men  there. 

Q.  But  there  was  only  one  man  who  shot  you  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  Mr.  Hart  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  was  the  only  man  that  you  made  a  chstf^ge  against  for 
shooting  you  I^A.  I  did  not  make  any  charge  against  him  at  idL 

Q.  When  you  were  speaking  of  your  interview  with  Mr.  Cassidy— I 
mean  when  you  saw  him  immediately  before  .\Ottlefb  Hazlehurst— I  un- 
derstood you  to  say  you  left  and  gave  him  your  interest  in  the  case  for 
$150  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did.     I  wa^*  anxious  to  do  it. 
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Q.  Then  yoa  made  an  arranpremeDt  with  Mr.  Ga^sidy  by  which  you 
trausferred  to  him  all  your  interest  in  the  case  for  a  k»c  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Gassidy  paid  yoa  $150!— A.  If  he  collected  that  (1,000 
he  was  to  pay  me  $50  more. 

Q.  Then  what  right  had  you  to  write  to  Jndpre  Wharton  and  ask  him 
to  postpone  the  case  after  you  had  transferred  all  this  interest  to  him  f — 
A  This  was  after  the  election. 

Q.  But  it  was  l>efore  that  case  was  dismissed  ! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  wrote 
to  Judge  Wbarton  before  the  trial.  That  was  when  1  had  to  get  off 
the  train  at  Beauregard  to  leave.  I  wrote  to  him  that  it  was  not  safe 
for  me  to  come  there,  and  to  please  pass  all  my  cases. 

Q.  Was  it  after  that,  then,  that  you  saw  Mr.  Gassidy  t — A.  Yes,,  sir; 
it  was  after  I  had  been  down  for  four  weeks  with  typhoid  fever,  four 
weeks  after  the  election,  and  after  the  case  was  tried. 

Q.  In  whose  handwriting  are  these  resolutions ;  is  this  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions  f — ^A.  I  could  not  testify  as  to  whose  handwriting  it  is. 

Q.  Is  not  this  a  copy  of  the  resolution  t — A.  No,  sir ;  that  is  the  orig- 
inal. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  served  ! — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  it  served. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  it  was  served  on  Mr. 
Matthews  t — A.  I  know  by  Mr.  Matthews  bringing  it  into  Hazlehurst 
and  telling  me  it  was,  and  telling  me  what  they  had  done  to  his  store 
aud  that  he  had  come  there  for  protection. 

Q.  Was  this  the  original  paper  that  he  brought  you,  or  the  copy  f — 
A.  That  is  the  original  paper  that  he  brought. 

Q.  Was  this  memorandum  at  the  bottom  at  the  time :  ^^  The  foregoing 
resolution  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Gopiah  Gounty 
on  the  3d  of  November,  1883^1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  that  is  my  recollection^ 
that  the  resolution  stands  now  just  as  it  did  then. 

Q.  Yoa  are  quite  certain  that  you  were  only  interviewed  once  by  the 
reporter  of  the  National  Republican  at  Washington  f — A.  That  is  all, 
aod  I  have  so  stated. 

Q.  Waa  that  the  only  interview  they  had  with  you  in  Washington  t — 
A.  That  is  the  only  one. 

Q.  Were  there  not  other  interviews  published  with  you  during  the 
time  you  were  in  Washington  ! — A.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  what  purported  to  be  interviews  published  in  the 
National  Republican  and  copied  into  other  papers  t — A.  I  saw  one  piece 
where  he  stated  I  had  furnished  him  the  resolutions  and  the  letter  from 
a  friend ;  I  think  that  was  the  style  of  it ;  I  do  not  recollect  exactly, 
but  I  know  I  had  no  interview  with  him ;  I  turned  these  things  over  to 
him  and  told  him  he  could  see  what  was  going  on  in  Mississippi. 

Q.  You  turned  over  material  to  him  to  make  it  out  of! — ^A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  these  accounts  published  afterwards  t — ^A.  Yes, 
m. 

Q.  Did  you  disavow  them  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  say  they  were  not  true,  and  that  you  had  not  furnished 
the  material  f — A.  I  never  said  it,  and  I  do  not  say  it  now.  I  say  I  did 
furnish  the  letter  and  the  resolutions. 

Q.  You  furnished  a  lot  of  material  for  the  subsequent  articles  in  the 
Republican  f — A.  There  was  never  any  one  except  that  one. 

Q.  There  was  a  subsequent  interview  published  with  you  as  to  Mis- 
sissippi matters  t — A.  I  never  saw  that 

Q.  Was  not  one  published  about  the  Rials  matter! — ^A.  That  is  the 
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one  I  had  reference  to  where  I  gave  the  letter  and  rescdution  to  the  re- 
porter. 

Q.  And  that  was  pablished  in  the  papersf — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  That  has  not  l>eeu  in  evidence  before,  has  itf 

The  Witness.  That  resolution  t 

Mr.  Jonas.  Yes. 

A.  No,  sir;  I  told  yon  I  did  not  have  the  reeolntion  when  I  testified 
before. 

Q.  Have  you  the  resolution  nowt — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  it  is. 

Q.  No;  I  mean  the  letter  In  reference  to  Mr.  Kials  and  the  attack  upon 
hira  ! — A.  Yes,  sir:  I  have  got  the  letter. 

Q.  Was  that  puolished  in  the  National  Bepublican  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  furnished  that  information  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  other  matters  published  in  the  National  Bepabhcan 
which  purport  to  come  from  you  in  the  shape  of  interviews  or  infbmui- 
tiou  f — A.  I  gave  the  National  Bepublican  a  piece  from  a  Democratic 
paper,  where  they  had  stated  in  the  paper  that  if  the  colored  peo|»to 
turned  out  in  beat  three  on  election  day,  that  the  sun  might  be  warn 
and  they  might  get  sunstmck.    I  gave  them  that  i»ece. 

Q.  Did  you  not  give  them  the  material  which  afterwards  appeared  in 
ttie  National  Republican  as  interviews,  and  which  have  been  referred 
to  by  many  witnesses  f — A.  No,  sir;  there  was  nothing  else  given  as  an 
interview.  I  have  stated  it  exactly,  and  if  you  do  not  believe  my  word 
put  the  reporter  on  the  stand. 

Q.  I  do  not  question  your  word. — ^A.  I  told  you  I  gave  the  r^wrtcr 
the  letter  and  the  resolution. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  furnish  him  with  materials  for  any  subsequent 
interviews! — A.  There  has  been  no  others  that  I  ever  heard  of.  Tfaete 
has  been  two,  what  they  said  was  an  interview  which  came  from  that 
letter  and  resolution,  and  you  cannot  find  any  other  comine  from  me. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  go  to  Washington  f — A.  I  think  I  left  Hasle- 
hurst  on  the  23d  of  December,  if  I  am  not  mistaken;  I  will  not  be  posi- 
tive about  tJiat. 

Q.  You  were  in  Washington,  then,  over  a  month  before  you  came 
heret — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Washington  of  your  own  volitaon,  or  wete  you  sent 
for  f — A.  I  went  of  my  own  volition,  and  paid  my  own  expenses. 

Q.  Were  you  not  requested  to  come  to  Washington! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  not  telegraphed  for,  or  letters  sent  to  you,  asking  yoa 
to  come  to  Washington!— A.  No,  sir.  All  the  delegation  fr'om  Missis- 
sippi there  were  Democrats,  and  they  certainly  would  not  telegraph 
for  me. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Jeffords  a  Democrat! — ^A.  No,  sir:  he  is  a  Bepublican. 

Q.  Is  General  Chalmers  a  Democrat ! — A.  Well,  sir,  he  is  not  in  Con- 
gress. 

Q.  Is  he  claiming  a  seat  in  Congress! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  he  is. 

Q.  It  does  not  follow  that  you  went  on  to  see  fiepresentatives  and 
Senators  from  Mississippi;  did  you  not  go  and  see  Representatives  and 
Senators  from  other  States!— A.  I  will  state  emphatically  that  I  re- 
ceived no  letter,  telegram,  or  any  other  communication  before  leaving 
for  Washington  City. 

Q.  You  lost  no  time  when  you  got  there  in  reporting  to  Senator  Sher- 
man or  Senator  Frye ! — ^A.  I  did  not  see  Senator  Sherman,  and  I  did 
not  see  Senator  Frye  for  a  month  alter  I  got  there. 

Q.  You  saw  Senator  Sherman  before  that! — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  I 
saw  Senator  Sherman  shortly  after  I  met  Senator  Hoar. 
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Q.  Did  yon  not  see  Senator  Sherman  before  he  introduced  his  resolu* 
tiou  into  the  Senate? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  adopted 
iu  Copiah  County? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  furnish  him  any  details  that  yoo  said  had  occurred  in 
Copiah  County? — A.  No,  sir;  I  furnished  Senator  Frye  with  the  details 
of  what  I  understood  had  occurred  there. 

Q.  What  was  your  object  in  going  to  Washington? — A.  I  had  several 
objects.  I  wanted  to  see  the  national  capital  for  one  thing,  and  another 
thing  was  that  I  was  very  anxious  that  the  National  Government  should 
take  hold  of  this  thing  and  let  the  people  in  Mississippi  kn<»w  whether 
they  should  be  murdered  like  dogs  and  have  no  more  security  for  their 
Uves  than  if  they  were  worms  in  the  street,  and  if  that  was  the  case  to 
tell  them  so  and  to  tell  them  to  quit  working. 

Q.  You  went  there,  then,  to  work  up  this  case? — A.  That  was  partly 
my  business — to  report  the  outrages  that  had  been  perpetrated. 

Q.  Ton  went  there,  I  suppose,  also,  supposing  you  were  quite  a  mar- 
tyr, and  to  get  a  martyr's  crown  of  reward! — A.  Well,  I  have  not  got  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  expect  an  office? — A.  No^  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  apply  for  one? — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  would  not  object  to 
one. 

Q.  Do  you  intend  to  apply  for  one? — A.  Certainly;  if  I  saw  a  partic- 
ularly good  one,  I  would  apply  for  it;  any  other  man  would,  too;  there 
is  no  wrong  in  that. 

Q.  Was  not  that  one  of  your  principal  ohg^ts  in  going  to  Washing- 
ton?— ^A.  No,  sir;  my  principal  object  in  going  to  Washington,  or  one 
of  the  principal  objects,  was  to  see  the  capital. 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  going  armed? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  armed 
after  I  was  shot  in  Hazlehurst. 

Q.  Did  you  not  usually  go  armed  before  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  a  knife  at  that  time? — A.  I  had,  but  1  had  been 
threatened. 

Q.  You  usually  carried  a  pistol  after  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  a  pistol  in  Washington? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  never  car- 
ried a  pistol  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  You  traveled  flrom  Washington  to  New  Orleans  in  the  same  car 
with  this  Senate  committee,  did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  armed  at  that  time? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  carry  a  pistol  with  you  at  that  time? — A.  If  I  did,  I 
did  not  have  it  on  me. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  a  pistol  in  your  sleeping  berth  and  have  it  on 
your  person  at  that  time? — A.  No,  sir;  I  delivered  it  to  the  i)orter. 

Q.  Did  you  not  take  it  out  of  your  berth  ? — A.  Probably  I  did,  the 
first  night,  put  it  in  the  berth,  and  then  gave  it  to  the  porter.  I  would 
not  come  among  these  people  without  one,  I  will  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Did  you  not  take  your  pistol  on  to  Washington  with  you  ? — ^A.  No, 
sir:  I  did  not    I  bought  it  when  I  started. 

Q.  Are  you  talking  about  the  people  of  New  Orleans  when  you  say 
you  would  not  come  without  being  armed  amongst  them? — A.  No,  sirj 
I  am  not.    I  mean  the  people  of  Hazlehurst — people  I  know. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  start  to  go  to  Hazlehurst,  and  did  not  go  throngh 
Hazlehurst;  you  came  around  by  the  coast  line. — A.  It  did  not  make 
any  difference,  I  knew  I  would  meet  them  here. 

Q.  Did  you  expect  to  be  assaulted  by  these  people  in  this  custom- 
house?— ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  expect  to  be  assaulted. 
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Q.  Did  you  expect  to  be  assanlted  in  that  sleepiog-carf — ^A.  KOySir; 
I  had  no  idea  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  think  if  yon  needed  a  pistol  you  could  procure  one  at 
l^ew  Orleans,  instead  of  wearing  one  on  the  cart — A.  I  did  not  know 
whom  I  might  meet  here. 

Q.  Prebably  you  did  not  know  but  what  some  of  the  Senators  would 
undertake  to  bulldoze  you.  Were  you  afraid  of  the  two  Democratic 
members  of  the  committee,  that  you  armed  yourself!— A.  No,  sir;  I 
was  not  afraid  of  them  at  all.  I  have  told  you  my  object  in  buying 
the  pistol,  and  if  you  want  the  proof,  I  will  give  you  the  proof  by  the 
man  who  went  with  mo  to  buy  it.  I  have  heard  since  I  have  been  here 
they  have  said  if  I  go  bac^k  to  Hazlehurst  there  will  be  cause  for  anoth^ 
investigating  committee. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  can  prove  your  good  character  by  anybody  else 
except  yourself? — A.  Certainly  5  I  can  give  you  the  names  of  lots  of 
men ;  ju8t  summon  tlieni  here. 

Q.  You  have  not  bronirht  them.  We  have  had  your  own  testimoDy 
in  your  own  favor,  but  I  do  not  remember  that  any  other  witness  has 
testiOed  in  your  favor. 

The  Witness.  Did  not  Mr.  Hogg  testify  about  it! 

Mr.  Jonas.  He  may  have  done  so,  but  he  is  a  saloon-keeper  who  has 
been  indicted  and  punished  for  selling  liquor  without  a  license. 

The  Chairman.  TIio  county  sni>erintendent  of  education,  whom  you 
called  yourself,  testified  to  it  in  the  highest  terms. 

The  Witness.  Ditl  not  Mr.  Dodds  testify  that  he  never  heard  any- 
thing against  my  character  t 

Mr.  Jonas.  Is  that  what  you  call  good  evidence  of  it  t 

Mr.  Cameron.  It  is  the  very  best  that  can  be  given. 

Mr.  Jonas.  I  thought  ])ositive  testimony  was  the  best,  and  not  nega- 
tive. 

Leon  Matthews  (recalled)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Frye: 

Question.  Were  yon  hero  when  the  two  Thompsons  were  put  on  the 
stand? — Answer.  Yes,  hir. 

Q.  Has  there  been  a  long  standing  enmity  between  the  two  Thomp- 
sons and  your  brother! — A.  Yes,  sir^  since  the  war;  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war. 

Q.  Hivve  not  the  senior  Thompson  and  your  brother  been  at  ennity 
since  your  brother  made  a  Union  speech  at  the  early  part  of  secessiou, 
when  Mr.  Thompson  was  jiresent,  and  your  brother  was  hissed  and  dis- 
turbed f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  hissed  by  his  wife, 

Q.  By  Thompson's  wife!— A.  Yes,  sir.  He  remarked  in  his  speedi 
that  secession  would  cause  a  bloody  war,  and  his  wife  rose  up  and  said, 
*^  If  there  was  a  war  let  it  come,"  and  since  tiiat  time  they  have  been  at 
variance. 

Q.  This  Thompson  was  the  man,  I  think,  who  testified  that  it  was  a 
tradition  in  the  Thompson  family,  or  in  Ck)piah  County,  that  some  forty 
or  fifty  years  ago  your  father  sheltered  under  his  roof  a  horse  thief:  I 
would  like  to  know  what  the  tradition  of  the  family  says  about  thati- 
A.  One  of  my  uncles  in  a  neighborhood  acyoining  had  a  difficulty  with 
a  lot  of  neighboring  people,  the  Pierces,  and  a  man  named  Jett  was 
interested  in  it,  and  knocked  one  of  them  down  a  stairway,  some  dis- 
tance down,  and  bruised  him :  and  they  got  after  my  uncle  and  be  fled 
firom  them,  and  they  undertooK  to  revenge  the  iU  treatment  that  Mr.  Jett 
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or  Mr.  Pierce  received  from  the  hands  of  my  ODcle.  It  was  when  the 
laws  were  not  settled,  and  they  were  the  regulators  who  went  all  over 
the  country  to  regulate  communities,  and  they  came  to  our  neighborhood 
aod  they  were  going  to  avenge  the  wrongs  that  he  did  over  therein  the 
neighborhood,  uud  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  rose  up  and  went 
with  my  father  and  met  them  and  a^usted  the  matter.  I  think  Mr. 
Millsaps,  the  mau  who  was  said  to  be  elected  in  the  last  election — ^his 
father  interceded  and  was  one  of  the  arbitrators  in  the  matter. 

Q.  Was  it  anything  about  horsestealingf — A.  Ko,sir;  I  never  heard 
of  that  before. 

Q.  That  was  forty-five  years  ago! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  about  that  time.  It 
was  away  back  before  the  country  was  settled,  and  when  law  and  order 
did  not  prevail. 

Q.  Have  you  known  Print  Matthews  to  have'^ny  other  enemies  than 
those? — A.  He  has  had  enemies  in  politics. 

Q.  But  I  mean  has  he  had  personal  quarrels? — A.  I  never  knew  of 
his  having  but  one  difficulty  where  it  tended  to  blows ;  not  of  a  single 
instance,  except  one.  He  had  a  fight  with  Bob  Thompson,  the  son  of 
this  J.  H.  Thompson  who  testified  about  the  things  that  occurred  forty- 
five  years  ago. 

Q.  Was  the  senior  Thompson  in  the  Gonfederate  army*?— A.  No,  sir; 
he  resorted  to  a  subterfuge  that  is  too  bad  for  me  to  relate  here  in  this 
aadience,  as  I  see  some  ladies  are  present.  He  went  before  a  medical 
board  of  examiners  and  had  himself  discharged  from  the  army  and  re- 
mained at  home  and  speculated  off  the  women  and  children,  while  the 
men  he  had  persuaded  into  the  war  were  out  fighting  for  his  cause. 
He  pursuaded  his  overseer,  and  told  him  at  the  time  the  war  broke  out — 
two  of  them  were  on  the  plantation — that  he  or  the  overseer  had  to  go, 
and  he  thought  it  was  better  for  the  overseer  to  go,  and  for  him  to  take 
care  of  his  family,  and  he  would  see  that  they  did  not  suffer,  and  so  on. 
Mr.  Dietz,  the  overseer,  had  a  settlement  with  him,  and  he  owed  Mr. 
Dietz  $4,000,  I  think,  and  Mrs.  Dietz  moved  back  to  her  father's,  some 
12  or  15  miles  from  there,  or  perhaps  not  so  far :  but  at  any  rate  she 
left  there,  and  got  out  of  corn  and  sent  back  to  Mr.  Thompson  for  the 
corn,  and  he  sent  the  wagon  back  emptj^,  telling  her  to  come  and  bring 
that  note,  and  he  would  enter  the  credit  on  that  note  for  the  corn  she 
got  from  him. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  sort  of  man  who  thinks  that  Print  Matthews' 
character  was  not  good? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  John  Fore  was  on  the  stand  and  testified  something  about  having 
been  told  that  there  were  guns  in  Print  Matthews'  house? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  Print  Matthews  have  any  guns  in  his  house? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
there  has  not  been  a  gun  in  the  house  for  I  do  not  know  when.  We 
never  hunt,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  and  there  has  not  been  a  gun  in 
the  house  for  twenty  years  that  I  know  of,  or  at  least  during  the  time  I 
have  been  there,  unless  it  was  left  there  by  somebody. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Burnet  leave  you  to  fix  up  his  afi^Eors  and  x>ay  his  debts, 
and  all  that  kind  of  thing? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  left  a  whole  batch  of 
papers. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Burnet's  cheating  anybody? — ^A.  No^ 
shr. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  had  a  bad  character  until  this  investi- 
gation ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  know  that  he  associated  at  Hazlehurst  with  the 
first  people  of  the  town,  and  was  a  member  of  a  club  there— the  Elite 
Olub— and  the  best  class  of  people  in  the  town  belonged  to  that  dub. 
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Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  his  integrity  called  in  qnestion  nntil  this  m 
veatigation  took  place  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  anybody  say  that  he  was  not  to  be  believed  on 
oath  nntil  this  investigation  began  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  question  raised  about  his  veracity? — A.  No,  sir. 
I  went  to  school  with  him  at  Oxford  University,  and  roomed  on  the 
aame  floor  with  him,  and  I  have  known  him  since  tliat  time. 

Q.  Something  has  been  said  by  two  or  three  witnesses  in  the  course 
of  this  investigation  about  speculating  in  warrants.  I  suppose  a  town 
or  county  warrant  is  an  order  on  the  treasurer  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  negotiable  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  does  that  speculating  in  warrants  mean^  what  did  your 
brother  do  about  warrants  I — A.  Nothing  more  than  this.  The  warrants 
are  drawn  against  the  county,  and  they  are  negotiable,  and  various  m^ 
buy  them.  My  brother's  practice  had  been  always  to  speculate  in 
paper  of  all  kinds,  with  any  other  business  that  he  could  get  hold  of^ 
where  he  could  make  money  in  it.  He  was  a  general  speculator,  and  at 
one  time  he  took  out  a  license  as  a  broker  and  put  up  a  sign  in  front  of 
Mr.  Millsap's  store,  and  bought  warrants  and  paper,  and  tn^ed  in  them. 

Q.  Was  th^  not  a  bank  there  which  did  the  same  thing  f — ^A.  Yes,  * 
sir. 

Q.  Those  warrants  were  good,  were  they  nott — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  it  possible  for  a  man  to  speculate  wheit  there  was  a  bank 
right  there  ready  to  take  this  good  paper  at  a  small  discount  f — ^A.  He 
paid  more  than  the  bank  did.  The  bank  gave  80  cents,  and  if  he  gave 
85  cents  he  would  get  them.    That  is  the  only  way  I  can  account  for  it 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  his  undertaking  to  get  these  supervisors  to 
levy  a  tax,  to  have  a  lot  of  warrants  issued,  so  that  he  might  buy  them  t— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  certainty  if  warrants  were  issued  that  he  could  bay 
the  warrants  ! — A.  No  cheaper  than  the  bank ;  not  unless  he  paid  more 
money  than  the  bank,  and  that  is  the  way  he  did  get  them. 

Q.  If  the  bank  would  pay  95  cents  the  bank  would  get  them  unless 
he  paid  96  cents  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  unless  he  paid  more. 

Q.  Do  yon  know,  or  have  you  ever  heanl  of  any  wrong  on  his  part  in 
this  matter  in  the  buying  of  warrants,  notes,  bonds,  or  anything  of  the 
kind  ! — A.  I  heard  way  back  there  was  a  charge  made  against  him  of 
speculating  in  warrants  while  he  was  in  office,  but  they  investigated 
the  matter  and  he  retained  his  office ;  the  report  was  not  correct  and  he 
retained  his  office.  That  wa«  during  Gk)vemor  Alcorn's  administn^on, 
when  he  held  the  office  under  him. 

Q.  And  that  charge  was  made  thent — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  made  by 
Judge  Millsaps,  who  testified  in  this  case,  and  since  that  time  Judge 
Millsaps  has  been  at  variance  with  him. 

Q.  So  that  Judge  Millsaps  and  your  brother  were  not  very  friendly  f— 
A.  No,  sir;  and  he  owes  my  brother  borrowed  money,  two  or  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  has  nevep  paid  it. 

Q.  And  won't  pay  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  asked  him  for  it  five  or  six 
times  that  I  know  of,  and  have  not  got  it  yet ;  I  generally  collect  bills 
for  my  brother ;  we  were  in  business  together  merchandising,  and  I 
would  collect  bills  and  place  the  amount  to  his  credit 

Q.  When  that  charge  was  made  against  your  brother  during  Governor 
Alcorn's  administration  that  he  was  speculating  in  warrante,  it  was  in- 
vestigated?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  investigation  result  in  his  entire  acquittal  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
■"d  the  Democrats  of  the  town  and  county  went  on  a  petition  to  retain 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN   MISSISSIPPI.  639 

him  in  office — the  best  Democrats  in  the  county  there ;  and  1  do  not 
eappose  he  asked  a  sin^rle  one  of  them  to  sign  it  who  didn't  sign  it ; 
4nch  men  as  Thompson  he  didn't  ask  to  sign  it. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  that  you  desire  to  state  to  this  committee ;  I 
believe  yonr  character  has  not  been  attacked  by  anybody! — A.  I  think 
Qot :  if  there  had  been  anything  wrong  they  would  have  brought  it  up 
m  the  canvass. 

Q.  That  reminds  me  of  another  matter;  do  you  know  of  anything 
that  has  been  done  wrong  by  the  Matthews  family  since  your  father  45 
fears  ago  sheltered  a  man — not  for  horse-stealing — that  has  not  been 
proved  in  the  progress  of  this  investigation  against  the  family  t — A.  I 
do  not  think  there  is,  unless  it  is  some  petty  quarrel,  or  something  of 
Uiat  kind. 

Q.  But  everything  else  that  you  can  think  of  in  the  history  of  the 
ftunily  for  45  years  that  was  discreditable  or  bad,  has  been  proved  up  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  the  misfortune  to  have  a  brother  who  sometimes 
drinks  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  brother  when  he  drinks,  like  other  men,  is  liable  to  have 
%  fuss  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  they  have  put  in  evidence,  have  they  not  t — ^A.  Well,  it  is  a 
foct  that  he  has  no  sense  when  he  does  drink  too  much,  and  everybody 
knows  that,  and  he  is  very  reckless.  He  does  not  get  drunk,  though, 
perhaps,  for  two  or  three  or  four  years  at  a  time,  but  he  has  got  drunk 
and  got  into  difficulties,  and  one  of  them  they  have  related  here. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  anything  else  that  they  have  done  f  Yon 
have  not  done  anything  yourself  f— A.  I  could  get  a  heap  of  witnesses 
to  contradict  their  witnesses,  but  I  do  not  know  of  anything  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Mr.  Fbyb.  That  is  all  I  know  of.  There  is  another  witness — ^E.  A. 
Harrison — ^in  town,  whom  I  sent  for,  but  he  has  not  been  found,  and  £ 
will  not  wait  for  him. 

Mr.  Saulsbuby.  The  witnesses  that  I  said  we  had  ordered  summoned 
have  not  reported.  The  summonses  have  been  returned  served,  but  they 
have  not  reported,  and  £  shall  not  ask  the  committee  to  wait  for  them. 

The  subcommittee  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Washington  on  the  call 
of  the  chairman. 


Washington,  Friday^  March  21, 1884. 
The  subcommittee  met  at  10  a.  m.,  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 
Present,  Messrs.  Hoar  (chairman),  Oameron,  Frye,  and  Saulsbury. 

Examination  of  Hon.  E.  BAEKSDALE,  M.  0. 

The  Chaibman.  Mr.  Barksdale,  we  were  informed  by  a  member  of 
the  committee  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  you  to  make  some  state- 
ment before  the  committee.  You  can  make  it  under  oath  as  a  witness^ 
or  otherwise,  as  you  prefer. 

Mr.  Babksdale.  1  will  make  it  under  oath. 

The  oath  was  thereupon  administered  to  Mr.  Barksdale. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  hear  your  statement  in  your  own  way,  if 
you  prefer. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby  : 
Question.  You  are  aware  that  there  was  some  testimony  given  before 
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the  committee  charging  that  in  the  speeches  which  you  made  at  Hazle- 
hurst  you  used  language  calculated  to  excite  violence,  and,  in  fact,th^ 
you  advised  the  hanging  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Buf kin.  Mr.  Jonas 
and  myself  thought  that  perhaps  you  might  desire  in  your  vindication 
to  appear  before  the  committee,  and  he  stated  to  the  committee  at  that 
time  that  he  might  desire  to  give  you  the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  Toa 
will  state  in  your  own  way  anything  that  you  have  to  say  in  vindica- 
tion of  yourself  against  all  such  imputations,  or  anything  else  in  refer- 
ence to  your  connection  with  that  meeting,  confining  yourself  as  nearly 
as  you  can  to  your  own  vindication,  as  other  matters  have  been  gener- 
ally testified  to.  Proceed  in  your  own  way. — Answer.  In  answering 
your  question  and  in  replying  to  the  statements  that  have  been  made 
in  reference  to  myself,  1  think  the  proper  plan,  in  order  to  give  the  com- 
mittee an  intelligible  understancUng  of  what  I  did  say,  will  be  very 
briefly  to  present  a  sketch  of  the  addresses  which  I  di^vered  on  the 
occasion  referred  to.    Therefore,  I  will  proceed  to  do  it. 

On  the  6th  of  November  elections  were  held  in  Mississippi  for  connty 
officers  and  members  of  the  legislature.  I  was  invited  to  speak  in 
Uazlefaurst,  Copiah  County,  the  preceding  Monday,  and  the  time  fixed 
for  the  address  was  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Democratic  club  of  the 
county  that  evening  at  8  o^clock.  About  noon  a  procession  of  citizens, 
residing  mostly  in  the  country,  entered  the  town,  and  I  was  then  in- 
vited to  address  them  from  the  balcony  of  the  court-house,  which  I 
briefly  did,  occupying  probably  about  ten  minutes.  I  have  a  distinct 
recollection  of  what  I  said.  I  commenced  by  congratulating  the  Demo- 
crats and  Conservatives  of  the  country  upon  their  enthusiasm,  and  said 
that  I  saw  in  their  zeal  the  harbinger  of  victory,  and  in  that  connection 
quoted  a  familiar  sentence  (which  all  who  heard  me  will  remember),  that 
they  would  carry  the  election  with — 

A  weapon  that  comee  down  as  stiU 
As  snow-flakes  faU  upon  the  sod ; 
Bat  executes  a  freeman's  wiU, 
As  lightning  does  the  wiU  of  God — 

The  BALLOT. 

I  said  that  the  interest  which  the  people  were  taking  in  tbeir  county 
election  was  natural  and  proper ;  that  its  administration  had  Mien  into 
bad  hands ;  that  the  Independent  or  Bepublican  board  of  supervisors 
were  using  their  power  to  accumulate  debts  and  impair  the  credit  of 
the  county ;  that  when  they  obtained  control  of  the  county  administra- 
tion the  county  was  out  of  debt  and  warrants  on  the  treasury  were  at 
par;  now,  with  nothing  to  show  for  the  expenditure,  the  county  was  in 
debt  and  her  paper  was  at  a  discount ;  but  worse  than  this,  tJie  men  who 
were  at  the  head  of  the  county  government  had  fomented  race-strife 
and  turned  loose  the  demon  of  discord  to  disturb  the  repose  of  the 
I)eople. 

Speaking  of  the  political  organization  which  had  been  the  agent  of 
the  wrong-doing,  and  urging  its  overthrow,  using  a  familiar  and  some- 
what hackney^  figure  of  speech,  I  said,  <^Bury  it  so  deep  that  the 
hand  of  resurrection  will  not  reach  it,"  or  *^Hang  it  so  high  that  the 
birds  of  the  air  will  not  find  it"  The  figure  of  speech  has  been  wan- 
tonly and  maliciously  or  ignorantly  misconstrued  and  mieoepresented. 
The  expression  was  figurative.  It  meant  ^^overwhelmingly  defeat 
through  the  ballot-box  the  political  organization  that  was  inflicting  the 
evils  upon  the  county."  No  man  understood  it  in  the  sense  of  burying 
or  hanging,  or  in  any  other  way  inflicting  pexsonai  injury  upon  the 
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members  of  the  opposite  party,  individually  or  corporeally,  but  to  over- 
throw them  as  a  political  orgauizatioii. 

It  was  first  stated  through  the  press,  by  persons  who  pretended  to 
have  been  interviewed,  that  I  had  advised  the  Democrats  to  carry  the 
county  with  the  shotgun,  if  necessary.  That  statement  was  made  by 
a  number  of  persons,  and  I  have  it  here  in  the  form  in  which  £ 
explained,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  read  it.  It  was  so  manifestly  an 
invention,  without  the  shadow  of  a  shade  of  ground  to  predicate  a 
fiftlsehood  upon,  that  no  one  of  the  persons  who  had  circulated  the 
statement  would  repeat  it  before  the  committee,  but  with  an  equal  de- 
termination to  falsify  they  have  seized  upon  and  misconstrued  and  mis- 
applied and  falsified  the  expression  which  every  intelligent  man  who 
beard  me  well  understood. 

The  concluding  part  of  my  remarks  was  devoted  to  a  review  of  the 
claims  and  qualifications  of  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
in  making  this  review  I  referred  incidentally  to  one  Frank  Bufkiu,  the 
Bepnblican  candidate  for  re  election  to  the  office  of  supervisor,  and  con- 
trasted his  qualifications  and  merits  with  his  competitors^  out  so  far 
flx)m  advising  that  he  be  hung  or  otherwise  personally  or  corporeally 
injured,  such  a  thought  never  entered  my  mind. 

That  is  the  purport  and  in  many  respectA  the  exact  language  that  I 
nsed  in  the  address  from  the  balcony.  My  address  to  the  club  that  night 
was  more  formal  and  elaborate.  It  was  devoted  mainly  to  the  discus- 
sion of  national  politics,  and  especially  the  tariff  question,  not  omitting, 
however,  other  topics  of  general  interest,  including  the  public  debt,  inter- 
State  commerce,  &c.  Leaving  these  topics,  I  discussed  State  affairs 
and  spoke  of  the  good  results  that  had  attended  the  accession  of  the 
Democratic  Conservative  party  to  power  in  the  State.  I  omit  a  sketch 
of  some  topics  of  national  politics  not  x>ertinent  to  this  investigation. 
In  the  same  connection  I  said,  ^<  We  must  let  the  dead  past  bury  its 
dead  and  direct  our  thoughts  to  the  present  and  to  the  future." 

In  concluding  I  spoke  of  the  condition  to  which  the  affairs  of  the 
connty  had  been  brought  under  the  then  existing  administration,  repeat- 
ing in  substance  what  I  had  stated  in  the  previous  address,  and  ap 
pcM&led  to  the  Democrats  and  Conservatives,  to  every  lover  of  law  and 
order  and  good  government,  to  come  to  the  polls  and  do  his  whole  duty 
in  rescuing  the  county  from  the  control  of  the  combination  of  ba<l  men 
who  were  in  power. 

The  condition  of  the  county  and  the  causes  of  the  profound  interest 
which  the  election  created  have  been  explained  by  the  intelligent  wit- 
nesses whb  reside  in  the  county.  It  is  therefore  not  necessary  that  I 
should  repeat  what  they  have  fully  explained,  but  I  will  say  that  the 
history  of  Copiah  County  has  always  been  characterized  by  love  of  law 
and  order  and  good  government,  and  that  in  the  last  election,  in  the 
course  of  the  Democratic-Conservative  party  of  the  county,  comprising 
nearly  all  the  white  population,  there  was  nothing  inconsistent  with 
their  past  history.  The  white  people  of  that  county,  in  common  with 
the  white  people  of  the  South  generally,  in  the  sudden  investment  oi 
the  large  mass  of  negro  voters  with  the  privilege  of  suffrage  without  a 
knowledge  of  its  responsibilities,  and  liable  to  be  deceived  and  misled 
by  designing  persons  into  error,  have  had  great  difficulties  to  encoun- 
ter in  preserving  social  order  and  maintaining  just  and  economic  gov- 
ernment— difficulties  which  seem  not  to  have  been  properly  understood 
and  appreciated  by  many  persons  living  in  other  parts  of  the  Union ; 
bat  these  difficulties  have  in  a  great  measure  been  overcome,  and  they 
have  reason  to  look  hopefully  to  the  future. 

1668  CONG— CO 41  ^         , 
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In  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt  of  the  United  States 
in  the  (Georgia  Kuklox  cases,'  Justice  Miller  declares  that  *'if  the  re- 
carrence  of  sudi  acts  as  these  prisoners  stand  convicted  of  are  too  com- 
mon in  one  quarter  of  the  country,  and  give  omen  of  danger  fh>m  law- 
less violence,  the  free  use  of  money  in  elections,  arising  from  the  vast 
growth  of  recent  wealth  in  other  quarters,  presents  equal  cause  for 
anxiety,"  showing  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  highest  judicial  authority 
of  the  land  the  public  liberties  are  in  danger  in  other  States  by  prac- 
tices equally  as  reprehensible  as  those  attributed  to  the  South. 

The  foregoing,  with  the  exception  of  the  latter  clauses,  was  about  the 
substance  of  what  I  said. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

,^^>  Q.  This  statement  about  Judge  Miller's  decision  and  the  character  of 
^P^'  ^  the  people  of  Copiah  is  not  a  part  of  your  address  there,  of  course  f— 
P(   «      A.  I  said  it  was  not ;  I  have  mentioned  it  in  vindication  of  tJie  people 

\^.        of  that  county. 

By  Mr.  Saulsbuby: 

Q.  Then  I  understand  from  your  testimony  already  given  that  on  the 
occasion  referred  to  in  Hazlehurst  in  neither  of  the  addresses  ths^  yoa 
made  there  on  Monday  preceding  the  election  did  you  use  language  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  people,  or  any  portion  of  the  people,  to  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  lawlessness  f — ^A.  I  so  assert,  most  positively. 

Q.  And  that  you  did  not  use  the  language  which  was  attributed  to 
you  by  one  of  the  witnesses,  I  believe,  before  the  committee  f— A  I 
never  thought  of  such  a  thing. 

Q.  Advising  the  hanging  of  Frank  Buf kin  so  high  that  the  birds  of 
heaven  could  not  reach  him  with  their  beaks? — A.  No,  sir;  I  applied 
no  such  language  to  him,  or  to  any  other  member  of  the  opposing  politi- 
cal organization.  I  did  not  intend  to  be  so  understood,  any  more  than  I 
advised  the  use  of  the  shotgun,  as  has  been  charged.  It  is  a  term  I  never 
employed  in  my  addresses  at  alL 

By  the  Ohaibman  : 

Q.  I  understand  you,  Mr.  Barksdale,  that  you  used  the  name.  Yoa 
did  speak  of  this  Mr.  Buf  kin  by  name  f — ^A.  \es,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  at  a  good  deaJ  of  length,  as  contrasting  his  charact^ 
with  that  of  the  Democratic  competitor.  You  made  the  contrast  with 
some  fullness  f — A.  Well,  I  spoke  raUier  briefly  about  him. 

Q.  How  long  do  you  think  you  devoted  to  the  point  in  chacacterixing 
Mr.  Buf  kin  f — A.  I  suppose  I  devoted  about  one  minute  to  Mr.  Buf  kin. 
I  spoke  of  his  habits  which  disqualified  him  from  public  service;  I 
had  heard  he  was  a  very  intemperate  man,  and  not  suited  for  f^e  posi- 
tion. 

Q.  In  which  speech  was  that,  the  afternoon  or  evening  speech  t — A. 
That  was  the  evening  speech ;  the  one  that  was  delivered  from  the 
balcony  of  the  court-house. 

Q.  The  audience  were  not  out  of  doors  in  both  speeches,  then  t 

Mr.  Oahebon.  It  was  not  the  evening  speech.  That  was  delivered 
in  the  court-house. 

The  Witness.  It  was  not  the  night  speech. 

By  theOHAiBMAN: 
Q.  You  say  it  was  the  speech  firom  the  balcony  of  the  court-house,  I 
understand  f — ^A.  It  was  die  speech  firom  the  balcony  of  the  court- 
house. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ALLEGED   ELECTION   OUTRAGES   IN  MISSISSIPPI.  643 

Q.  That  was  to  an  audience  outside  f — A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Oameron  interrapted,  when  I  asked  if  both  speeches  were 
made  to  an  audience  in  the  open  air,  and  said  that  he  had  an  idea  that 
the  evening  speech  was  made  to  an  audience  in  the  house,  but  I  under- 
atood  you  that  they  were  both  to  an  audience  in  the  open  air,  one  &om 
the  balcony  of  the  court-house,  and  the  other  from  the  hotel  f — A.  I 
should  have  said  the  afternoon  speech.  The  night  speech  was  delivered 
to  the  club  in  the  court-house,  after  8  o'clock. 

Q.  Then  it  was  the  afternoon  speech  in  which  you  spoke  of  Buf  kin  f 
— A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  the  afternoon  speech. 

Q.  This  trope  about  hanging  the  party  so  high  that  the  birds  could 
not  whet  their  beaks  on  him  was  in  the  same  speech  in  which  you  re- 
ferred to  Buf  kin  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  same  speech,  but  not  in  connection 
with  Buf  kin. 

Q.  I  understand  you.  You  made  no  individual  application  to  him  ? — 
A.  No,  nor  applied  it  to  him. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  speak  in  the  afternoon  f — ^A.  About  ten  minutes. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  speech  did  you  speak  of  Mr.  Buf  kin  f — A.  In 
the  concluding  portion,  when  reviewing  the  candidates. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  speech  did  you  use  this  trope  f — ^A.  In  the 
earlier  x>ortion  of  it.    I  can  tell  better  by  referring  to  my  manuscript. 

Q.  Had  yon  that  in  manuscript  when  you  spoke  f — A  I  had  not.  I 
took  notes  of  it  immediately  afterwards. 

Q.  Have  you  here  notes  that  were  taken  then  f — A.  No,  sir;  I  have 
not.  FBeferring  to  manuscript.]  That  was  mentioned  in  connection 
with  tne  debt  that  had  been  accumulated  by  the  board.  It  was  in  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  speech.  The  reference  to  Bufkin  was  in  the 
<»ncluding  portion  of  my  remarks. 

Q.  Where  were  your  audience  in  the  afternoon  speech — the  first 
speech  f — A.  They  were  in  the  court-yard  in  front  of  me. 

Q.  Were  they  on  horseback  t — A.  Yes ;  they  were  on  horseback,  in 
procession. 

Q.  And  armed  t — A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  armed.  I  did  not 
observe. 

Q.  Were  there  not  as  many  as  a  hundred  of  them  armed  with  shot- 
^ans  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  if  there  were  any  shotguns,  there  were,  I  think, 
very  few. 

Q.  I  will  state  to  you  that  there  have  been  a  great  many  witnesses 
before  the  committee  who  testify  that  these  persons  were  armed  with 
shotguns,  and  that  two  witnesses  have  testified  that  they  were  counted 
^nd  that  they  counted  90  with  shotguns  in  a  company  of  about  150. — 
A.  What  witnesses  testified  to  that  t 

Q.  The  daughter  of  Mr.  Matthews  was  the  young  lady  who  counted 
t;hem,  and  a  person  who  stood  by  her  when  she  counted  them. — A.  Was 
^he  present  when  I  made  the  address  f 

Q.  No;  she  saw  them  go  by  her  father's  house  when  they  went 
4iown. — A.  They  might  have  had  arms  at  one  time  and  not  the  other. 
Yon  asked  me  with  reference  to  the  speech. 

Q.  They  might  have  stacked  guns,  but  I  suppose  if  they  were  still  on 
horseback  the  probability  is  that  they  did  not.  Are  you  able  to  affirm 
that  th^re  were  no  shotguns  there  f — ^A.  I  did  not  say  there  were  none. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  asked. — ^A.  I  say  that  there  possibly  may  have 
been  a  few ;  I  did  not  observe  the  number. 

Q.  The  statement,  if  I  recollect  aright,  was  something  like  this :  that 
jrou  were  glad  in  looking  into  their  faces  to  see  that  uiey  were  deter- 
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mined  to  carry  this  election.  I  will  refer  to  the  testimony ;  I  will  find 
it  and  call  yoar  attention  to  it 

Mr.  Fbte.  That  is  one  expression  ;  a  Methodist  minister  testified  to 
that  for  one. 

The  Witness.  I  beg  your  pardon ;  I  do  not  think  the  Methodist  min- 
ister was  present  when  I  delivered  the  address  from  the  balcony. 

Mr.  Frye.  He  testified  that  he  was  present  at  one  of  your  meetings^ 
anyhow. 

The  Witness.  At  night  5  but  he  did  not  make  that  statement. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Tliis  is  one  statement  made  by  one  of  the  witnesses  called  by  one 
of  the  witnesses,  J.  D.  Parker.  [Examining.]  No,  this  is  merely  a 
statement  of  what  the  witness  has  said  about  it. 

Mr.  Saulsbury.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Burnet  who  said  he  was  sittin^^ 
on  the  porch  with  Mr.  Matthews  when  the  procession  passed  there,  and 
that  he  did  not  count  them. 

Mr.  Frye.  There  is  no  doubt  about  what  was  said  at  the  meeting; 
there  was  not  a  witness  on  either  side  who  did  not  testify  to  it. 

The  Chairman.  Here  is  the  statement  of  one  witness : 

He  said  he  was  glad  to  see  the  fixed  determination  in  the  faces  of  these  armed  men. 

The  WitneA.  I  said  I  did  not  observe  the  number  of  shotguns. 
The  Chairman.  I  will  read  a  little  before  that  point: 

Q.  Did  Barksdale  advise  them  to  disperse  and  give  np  that  sort  of  basineasf— A. 
He  rather  advised  them  to  go  ahead  with  it. 

Q.  What  did  yon  hear  him  say  f — ^A.  He  went  on  to  say  a  good  deal  aboat  the  Be- 
pnblicans,  but  the  main  thing  he  said,  he  said  he  was  glad  to  see  the  fixed  determi- 
nation in  the  faces  of  these  armed  men  that  rode  aroand  town ;  he  saw  from  their 
countenances  that  they  meant  to  carry  the  election,  and  he  said,  ''Qenileinai,  ve 
shaU  carry  the  election  reffardless  of  the  issue." 

Q.  You  heard  him  say  that  f— A.  I  heard  him  say  those  words,  and  caU  upon  tbem 
to  come  up  and  have  a  love  feast,  and  called  upon  Brother  Millsap. 

Is  there  anything  in  that  f 

The  Witness.  Let  me  see  the  testimony,  so  that  I  can  read  it 

The  Chairman.  I  will  hand  it  to  you  as  soon  as  I  see  who  the  witness 
was.  It  was  Mr.  J.  W.  Bondurant.  I  merely  wanted  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  that  phrase.  I  understood  that  you  had  substantially  nega- 
tived that  yon  had  any  recollection  of  any  such  language. 

The  Witness.  The  statement  of  this  witness  is  tMs,  I  see.  The  wit- 
ness says  that  ^'  Mr.  Barksdale 

went  on  to  say  a  good  deal  about  the  Republicans,  but  the  main  thinff  he  said,  be  s^ 
he  was  glad  to  see  the  fixed  determination  in  the  ftees  of  these  armed  men  that  Tod» 
around  town;  he  saw  from  tbeir  countenances  that  they  meant  to  carry  the  election, 
and  he  said,  '*  (Gentlemen,  we  shall  carry  the  election  regardless  of  the  issue." 

It  is  a  falsehood  that  I  referred  to  armed  men  at  all,  or  used  the  ex- 
pression. 

The  Chairman.  He  does  not  say  that  you  used  the  expression.  He 
says  you  referred  to  it. 

The  Witness.  Let  ns  see:  '^He  said  he  was  glad  to  see  the  fixed 
determination  in  the  faces  of  these  armed  men,"  attributing  the  expres- 
sion  to  me,  "who  rode  around  town.'' 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  understand  him  to  attribute  the  expression 
to  you. 

The  Witness.  If  he  did,  it  was  fsAse.    He  said: 

He  saw  from  their  countenances  that  they  meant  to  carrv  the  election,  and  he  aaid^ 
''Gentlemen,  we  shall  carry  the  election  regardless  of  the  issue." 
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I  said  I  saw  in  the  zeal  manifested  by  the  people  of  the  coanty  and 
by  the  people  then  in  attendance  that  they  intended  to  carry  the  elec- 
tion, but  it  is  false  that  I  said  that  they  intended  to  carry  the  election 
<<  regardless  of  the  issue,"  meaning  that  I  would  advise  the  resort  to  any 
other  than  peaceable  methods. 

By  the  Ohaibman: 

Q.  Major,  were  you  acquainted  with  any  of  the  gentlemen  in  this 
company,  this  procession,  as  you  describe  itf — A.  Yes,  sir;  quite  a 
number. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Wheeler,  who  commanded  it! — A.  I  did  not 
know  him  personally. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Bailey  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  Mr.  Bailey. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Meade? — A.  Mr.  Meade,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Meade  was  in  the  procession ;  I  am 
not  aware  that  he  was ;  but  he  was  one  of  the  men  whom  we  have  seen . 
You  knew  a  good  many  of  them.  What  was  the  character  of  the  per- 
sons in  that  procession  as  far  as  you  knew  them  as  compared  with  the 
generality  of  the  ^ople  in  Copiah  County  ? — A.  The  procession,  so  far 
as  I  knew  the  citizens  who  comprised  it,  were  among  the  best  in  the 
county,  a  good  many  of  tbem  planters  and  men  of  various  professions, 
living  in  the  country. 

Q.  I  speak  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  on  horseback. — ^A.  Yes,  sir ; 
they  are  the  gentlemen  that  1  refer  to.  I  give  you  my  own  impression 
and  my  opinion. 

Q.  Are  you.able  to  speak  of  Mr.  Wheeler's  character  from  reputa- 
tion f  I  understand  you  to  say  that  he  is  not  a  personal  Mend  of  yours. 
Do  you  know  what  his  reputation  ist — A.  I  could  not  say  that  I  know 
Mr.  Wheeler  personally,  or  his  past  course.  I  have  never  heard  any- 
thing, though,  to  his  discredit,  or  any  charge  made  that  he  was  a  law- 
less person. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean,  I  suppose,  to  include  in  that  statement  the  kill- 
ing of  Matthews  f  You  mean  up  to  that  time  f — A.  No ;  I  am  not  dis- 
cussing that.  That  is  a  matter  that  is  in  the  hands  of  the  legal  author- 
ities. 

Q.  I  did  not  understand  you  to  mean  to  enter  on  or  suggest  that  dis- 
cussion by  your  answer ;  I  only  called  your  attention  to  it.  You  said 
you  never  had  heard  anything  to  his  discredit  You  mean  before  a  cer- 
tain time  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  said,  I  think,  in  the  close  of  your  written  examination,  some- 
thing about  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  last  election  in  Copiah 
Coanty.  Did  you  read  that  from  your  manuscript  f  If  not,  I  will  get  the 
reporter  to  look  back  to  itt — A.  Here  is  my  language: 

It  is  therefore  not  necessary  that  I  should  repeat  what  witnesses  from  Copiah 
Connty  have  fally  explained^  hut  I  will  say  that  the  history  of  that  conntv  has 
always  been  characterized  by  love  of  law  and  order  and  good  government,  ana  that 
in  the  last  election,  in  the  course  of  the  Democratic  Conservative  party  of  the  county, 
which  comprises  nearly  aU  the  white  population,  there  was  nothing  inconsistent  with 
their  past  history. 

Q.  Do  you  include  the  course  of  this  procession,  as  you  call  it,  of  the 
150  whom  you  addressed  in  the  afternoon  t — ^A.  I  am  giving  my  opinion, 
and  so  far  as  I  know  of  the  action  of  that  procession,  I  do. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  have  heard  ! — A.  So  far  as  I  know  personally. 

Q.  Would  you  include  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews  in  that  state- 
ment t — A.  I  have  nothing  to  say  in  reference  to  that,  because  it  was  a 
personal  difficulty  between   those  two  men.    It  is  before  the  courts 
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* 
and  I  express  no  opinion  on  that  subject.    I  prefer  to  leave  it  with 
the  jadicial  tribanals,  which  are  fally  competent  to  deal  with  it 

Q.  We  are  dealing  now  with  a  i>olitical  question. — ^A.  Well,  I  ex- 
press no  opinion  in  reference  to  that. 

Q.  If  it  shonld  tarn  ont  that  the  killing  of  Mr.  Matthews  was  not  a 
personal  difficulty  between  two  i)arties,  but  was  the  execatioQ  of  the 
order  of  these  150  men  to  prevent  Mr.  Matthews's  political  influence, 
should  you  change  your  mindt — ^A.  1  will  answer  that  question  when 
the  occasion  arises. 

Senator  Fbye.  There  is  not  any  evidence  in  the  case  that  it  was  a 
personal  difficulty. 

The  Witness.  I  was  in  another  county.  I  heard  of  the  difficulty, 
and  the  killing,  and  in  reference  to  its  causes  and  the  criminality  of  the 
party  who  did  it  I  have  nothing  to  say. 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Q.  But  you  have  said,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  people  of  Copiah 
County  stand  high  compared  with  the  general  people  of  the  State;  aod 
next,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  in  your 
judgment  inconsistent  with  their  past  history  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  fact,  if  it  should  turn  out  to  be  a 
fact,  that  this  mounted  crowd  went  about  to  the  houses  of  colored  men^ 
whipped  them,  shot  one  of  them,  declaring  as  they  did  it  that  they  did 
it  to  compel  them  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  whipped  the  men, 
compelling  the  negroes  to  flee  to  the  woods  in  large  numbere,  and  that 
Mr.  Matthews  was  shot  because  of  his  influence  as  a  Republican  leader, 
whether  that  would  change  your  mind  as  to  the  character  of  the  people 
of  that  county  f — A.  I  suppose  the  object  of  your  inquiry  bas  been  ac- 
complished by  your  statement  here. 

Q.  No;  it  has  not  I  ask  you  to  answer. — ^A.  I  suppose  it  was  in  or- 
der to  make  that  statement  You  are  yourself  giving  testimony  in  the 
question  you  propound  to  me. 

Q.  I  am  supposing  a  case. — ^A.  I  say  after  the  trial  of  Mr.  Wheeler 
for  the  killing  of  Matthews  is  over,  and  the  facts  are  brought  to  light 
I  will  answer  the  question  which  you  have  propounded,  but  I  will  not 
do  it  at  this  time. 

Q.  You  will  decline  to  answer  f — ^A.  I  do. 

Mr.  Saulsbubt.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  a  witness  of  the  standing 
of  Mr.  Barksdale  to  ask  him  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  guilt  or  in- 
nocence of  a  party,  or  to  give  his  opinion  upon  an  entirely  supposi- 
tions case,  assuming  that  the  facta  should  be  so  and  so. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Barksdale  has  testified  in  regard  to  the  characto^ 
of  that  election  as  conducted.  We  have  evidence,  overwhelming  in  its 
character,  as  it  seems  to  me  so  far,  that  the  things  which  are  snpposeil 
in  my  question  were  all  done  by  the  Democratic  party  of  Copiah  Couotr 
in  the  conduct  of  that  election.  I  therefore  propose  to  him  the  inqnirv 
whether,  assuming  those  things  to  be  true^  his  opinion  does  remain  that 
it  is  an  average  character?  That  he  declines  to  answer.  I  think  tbe 
question  is  a  fair  one.    I  shall  not  press  the  answer  if  the  M^)or  dedines. 

Mr.  Saulsbxtby.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  Mr.  Barksdale  is  a  man 
of  known  reputation  in  that  community,  and  any  expression  of  opinioa 
he  may  give  would  have  its  bearing  upon  the  trial  of  this  man. 

The  Chairman.  I  did  not  ask  him  to  express  an  opinion  of  the  trial 
I  said  suppose  such  a  thing  to  be  true. 

Mr.  Cameron.  Mtyor  Barksdale  has  volunteered  the  statement  that 
it  was  a  personal  difficulty  between  Wheeler  and  Matthews. 
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By  the  Ohaibman  : 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  general  political  history  of  Mississippi 
for  the  last  few  years  as  a  public  man  who  is  engaged  in  itt — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  read  in  the  papers  some  resolutions  purporting  to  have 
been  passed  after  the  election  at  a  public  meeting? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have 
them  here. 

Q.  May  I  inquire  of  you  if  you  are  willing  to  answer  me  whether  you 
approve  or  disapprove  of  those  resolutions  f— A.  I  will  not  answer  tiiat 
question 

Q.  Very  well,  sir. — A.  Further  than  to  say  that  the  resolutions  have 
not  been  properly  understood  by  the  public,  and  have  been  misrepre- 
sented. 

Q.  We  did  not  call  on  you  to  inquire  what  the  public  thoaght — A. 
If  you  will  permit  me,  I  will  refer  to  the  resolutions,  so  that  I  may  un- 
derstand the  purport  and  gist  of  your  question.    Will  you,  sirf 

Q.  No,  sir;  you  have  said  that  you  should  decline  to  answer  it. 
Therefore,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  pursue  it.  I  shall  not  press  it 
ftirther. — A.  I  decline  to  answer  it  without  an  explanation  of  the  rea- 
sons that  influence  my  reply.    If  you  will  permit  me,  I  will  answer. 

Q.  If  you  would  like  to  do  so,  you  may  answer  it  in  that  way,  then. — 
A.  The  resolutions  are  in  these  words : 

Whereas  certain  mmors  are  onrrent  that  the  relatives  of  the  late  J.  P.  Matthews 
have  threatened  the  peace  of  society,  in  order  to  ayenee  his  death,  by  killing  Demo- 
crats and  destroying  their  properW:  Now,  therefore,  be  it— 

Be9olv€d  bjf  the  people  of  dii^ak  (jottnty  in  mass  meeting  aseemhUd  tki$  day  at  the  oonrt- 
houee  of  eaideauntgf  That  if  any  person  shaU  be  ii^ored,  or  an  attempt  made  to  ioiiore 
him,  either  in  person  or  in  property,  in  any  manner  by  the  said  relatives  or  fUends  of 
said  J.  P.  Matthews,  that  we  hereby  declare  that  we  will  hold  his  said  relatiyes  and 
friends  who  participate  accountable  for  the  same,  and  that  we  will  resard  them  as 
without  the  pale  and  protection  of  the  law  and  common  enemies  of  society,  and  that 
we  win  visit  open  them  certain  swift  retribution. 

I  regard  these  resolutions  bimply  as  a  reply  to  the  threats  that  had  been 
made  by  Matthews  himself,  and  the  clan  that  he  was  at  the  head  of, 
against  the  citizens  who  were  making  this  response. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  whether  you  do  or  do  not  approve  of  themt 
— A.  I  mean  to  say  that  they  have  been  misrepresented  and  misunder- 
stood. 

Q.  My  question  was  not  what  the  public  understood  by  them  or 
whether  they  had  been  misrepresented,  but  whether  you  approved  of 
them. — A.  My  answer  is  already  given. 

Q.  You  decline  to  state  t — ^A.  I  will  give  no  further  answer  in  refer- 
ence to  it  I  say  it  was  in  reply  to  threats  which  Matthews  had  made 
repeatedly,  not  only  to  the  circuit  judge  of  the  district,  but  to  others, 
that  he  would  organize  a  clan  and  that  he  had  even  willed  a  part  of  his 
property 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Q.  Do  you  know  those  facts?  It  is  very  important  testimony  if  you 
know  them. — A.  I  am  stating  these  things  in  connection  with  the  reso- 
lution to  which  attention  has  been  called. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Matthews  say  anything  of  the  kind  T — A.  I 
should  not  be  asked  to  testify  in  regard  to  this  matter,  when  called  here 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  testifying  what  I  myself  said  at  a  meeting. 
You  are  introducing  irrelevant  matter. 

The  Chairman.  Still  we  want  it  from  any  source  we  can  get  it. 
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By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  the  witness  means  to  testify  in  that  statement 
that  he  ever  heard  Mr.  Matthews  say  anything  of  the  kind  ?— A.  No, 
sir:  but  I  heard  Jndge  Wharton  and  other  reputable— 

Q.  You  have  no  right  as  a  witness,  and  you  know  it,  to  give  th^  an- 
swer as  to  what  Judge  Wharton  told  you. — A.  You  must  use  gentle- 
manly language  in  addressing  me. 

Q.  I  asked  you  a  simple  question,  whether  you  ever  heard  Mr.  Mat- 
thews say  anything  of  the  kind. — ^A.  When  you  say,  "  You  do  not  know 
it,''  and  '^  You  know  it,''  you  imply  that  I  am  not  stating  what  is  true, 
and  it  is  not  the  manner  in  which  gentlemen  are  in  the  habit  of  address- 
ing each  another ;  understand  that. 

Q.  I  ask  you,  did  you  hear  Print  Matthews  make  any  such  statement 
as  you  make  to  the  committee  ? — ^A.  I  have  not  heard  him ;  I  heard 
reputable  men  say  he  did  make  it. 

Q.  I  object  to  that  from  the  witness.— A.  I  give  it,  and  if  you  do  not 
want  it  to  be  given  so,  do  not  ask  me  the  question. 

Q.  Had  I  not  a  right  to  ask  you  the  question  I  didt — ^A.  No,  sir;  yoa 
have  not 

Q.  I  had. — A.  You  had  not,  sir. 

By  the  Ghaibhan  : 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  when  yon  are  asked  as  to  a  fact,  whether 
you  know  it,  that  you  are  not  entitled  to  tell  hearsay  testimony  f  That 
is  the  question f — A.  When  you  ask,  "Do  you  not  know  thatt"  you 
have  no  right  to  ask  my  opinion  about  this  thing,  that  thing,  or  the 
other  when  I  am  called  upon  to  testify.  You  ask  me  for  my  opinions 
when  I  am  called  on  to  testify  to  facts. 

Q.  You  have  no  right  to  put  in  hearsay  testimony  when  you  are  asked 
about  a  statement  of  fact.  What  I  wanted  to  ask  you  relates  to  another 
matter  in  those  i-esolutions.  You  say  you  are  familiar  with  the  political 
history  of  Mississippi.  There  is  one  resolution  to  the  effect  that "  Copiah 
shakes  hands  with  Yazoo."  Do  you  know  what  had  happened  in  Yazoo 
which  would  interpret  that  resolution  so  as  to  show  what  is  meant  by 
Copiah  shaking  hands  with  Yazoo  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  will  not  undertake 
to  interpret  that. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowleilge  of  any  public  fact  in  the  history  of  Mis- 
sissippi which  would  help  to  interpret  it  t — A.  1  had  no  connection  with 
the  getting  up  of  the  resolutions.  I  do  not  know  what  operated  on  the 
minds  of  the  gentlemen  who  wrote  them  or  the  meeting  that  passed 
them,  or  who  composed  the  meeting,  and  I  will  not  undertake  to  inter- 
pret what  they  say. 

Q.  Had  there  been  any  public  fact  in  the  history  of  Yazoo,  that  yon 
know  of,  which  might  help  to  interpret  that  resolution  f — A.  I  will  not 
answer  that  question.  I  am  not  going  to  interpret  that  resolution  in 
any  way. 

By  Mr.  Oahebon: 

Q.  You  stated  that  the  resolutions  were  misunderstood  and  misin- 
terpreted, and  you  went  on  to  interpret  them  in  the  light  of  something 
which  you  claimed  to  know  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  you  say  you  will  not  interpret  them  ? — ^A.  I  say  I  do  not  in- 
terpret that  particular  resolutioo,  because  it  relates  to  another  connty. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  Yazoo  County,  are  you  not  t — 
A.  Oh,  yes ;  and  they  are  good,  law-abiding  i>eople  there. 
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Q.  Thete  is  no  differeuce  between  that  and  Copiah  in  that  particnlar 
in  favor  of  either,  so  far  as  you  could  say  t — ^A.  The  conduct  of  both  in 
any  matter  contrasts  very  favorably  with  the  Tewksbory  horror,  where 
hnman  beings'  hides  were  tanned. 

Q.  That  yon  know  all  aboatf — A.  I  have  seen  it  stated  officially. 

Q.  That  yon  know  all  about  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  acquainted  with  Tewksbury,  but  not  so  well  acquainted 
with  Yazoo,  I  suppose ;  so  you  do  not  know  what  the  resolution  means  t — 
A.  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted  with  both,  and  I  do  not  know  anything 
so  much  to  the  discredit  of  Yazoo  as  of  Tewksbury. 

Q.  I  hope  that  some  official  investigation  will  be  able  to  prove  the 
things  which  have  been  told  about  Yazoo  to  be  as  false  as  the  charges 
about  Tewksbury  are  regarded  by  all  sensible  people. — A.  It  is  the  offi- 
cial statement  I  have  referred  to. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  <<  official  statement  "t  What  official  state- 
ment did  you  ever  see  from  any  official  there  f — ^A.  I  have  seen  the  state- 
ment emanating  from  the  legislative  investigating  committee  in  Massa- 
chnsettfi. 

Q.  But  you  have  seen  no  statement  emanating  from  any  investigating 
committee  in  Massachusetts,  have  you,  except  utterly  denying  and  con- 
demning those  charges  t — A.  Was  there  not  a  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, and  did  it  not  originate  with  Governor  Butler  himself,  the  gover- 
nor of  the  State  f    Did  he  not  charge  it  t 

Q.  And  they  found  that  the  charges  were  utterly  malicious. — ^A.  Did 
not  your  governor  charge  it! 

Q.  You  said  you  had  seen  official  reports  from  the  committee  of  the 
legislature.  They  made  the  charge  an  absolute  falsehood.— A.  I  had 
seen  references  to  the  investigation  by  a  legislative  committee,  and  I 
saw  the  statement  made  by  the  governor. 

Q.  You  mean  the  statement  of  Governor  Butler,  then  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
the  governor  of  your  State. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  in  regard  to  what  he  said. — ^A.  It  has  as 
mach  to  do  with  this  investigation  as  Yazoo  County  has. 

Q.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  now  to  what  is  the  question.  You  have 
said  to  this  committee  of  your  own  accord  that  you  considered  the  con- 
duct of  the  people  of  Oopiah  a  law-abiding  people  of  high  character 
(I  use  the  substance  of  your  statement,  and  not  your  words),  and  tiiat 
the  conduct  of  the  last  election  did  no  discredit  to  their  history  in 
that  respect.  Thereupon  I  called  your  attention  to  the  public  meeting 
largely  attended  the  day  after  election  in  that  county,  where  the  citi- 
zens, congratulating  themselves  upon  the  result  of  that  election,  say, 
^^  Copiah  shakes  hands  with  Yazoo,"  and  I  ask  you  if  you  can  tell  us 
what  that  means. — ^A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  You  say  you  are  unwilling!— A.  I  say  I  cannot  interpret  it 

Q.  It  seems  that  is  entirely  i)ertinent  to  the  answer  which  you  have 
heretofore  made  and  relates  to  the  same  subject— A.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  wholly  irrelevant,  and  I  will  not  interpret  it 

Q.  If  you  decline  to  answer  the  question  we  shall  not  undertake  to 
press  you  to  do  it — ^A.  I  decline  to  interpret  the  resolution. 

The  committee  acyourned  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


APPENDIX. 


651 
1668  OONO— 00 12 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THB  SLBOnon  OF  1888  IH  KADISOH  COUHTT.* 


Staiemmt  of  B,  F,  Owrreti,  ekainMn  JSapuMican  txMuUteetmvuMee, 

[Printed  in  the  Kew  Otleens  Timee-Demoont,  Febnury  27, 1884.] 

rnSION  IN  MISSISSIPPI— HOW  IT  OPERATES  IK  MADISON  COUNTY— THB  CHAIRBCAN 
OF  THX  BSPUBUCAN  COlfMTTTEB  GIYSS  THE  SENATE  COMMITTEB  SOME  INFORMA- 
TION ABOUT  ONE  OF  ITS  WITNESSES. 

Caitton,  Miss.,  February  22, 1884. 
To  ike  Editor  of  <A«  HmoB-Domoorai : 

I  desire  to  refute  the  m^ost  reflection  of  Jadge  H.  R.  Ware  before  the  Sonatorial 
inyeetiffating  committee  upon  the  Democrats  of  Madison  County. t  I  do  this  unsolic- 
ited. I  am  a  native  of  this  county.  I  own  real  estate,  and  have  for  several  years 
taueht  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city  and  county.  I  have  been  an  active  partici- 
pant in  the  politics  of  the  county  since  1875.  I  have  always  worked  unceasingly  for 
the  Republican  party.  I  am  now,  and  have  been  for  five  consecutive  years,  chairman 
of  the  republican  executive  committee  of  this  county.  On  the  4th  of  June,  1883,  the 
Republican  executive  committee  and  the  Democratic  executive  committee  agreed  to 
divide  the  o£Boes  equally  between  the  two  parties,  and  thus  was  brought  about  what 
is  known  as  the  ''fusion  movement."  By  the  above  agreement  neither  party  lo8t  its 
identitv.  Both  parties  were  recognized  and  represent^.  There  was  no  need  of  any 
other  ticket,  and  would  not  have  oeen  had  it  not  been  for  a  few  malcontents,  greedy 
and  "  spoiling  "  for  o£Bce.  The  Independents,  by  the  aid  of  Republicans,  carried  the 
county  in  1881.  We  affiliated  with  them,  believing  such  a  course  would  bring  to  us 
that  political  peace  which  we  desired.  Many  months  had  not  elapsed  before  thoy 
showed  the  "cloven foot." 

The  James  Hill  Congressional  campaign  found  them  sadly  wanting.  Instead  of 
sympathy^  if  not  support,  we  had  their  opposition.  To  some  of  them  **Mr.  Hill's  hair 
was  too  kmky  " ;  to  others,  "  this  was  a  white  man's  country."  For  this  reason,  and 
another  more  important,  namely,  the  reviving  of  race  troubles,  the  Republicans 
thought  it  best  to  adopt  a  plan  with  more  hopeful  results.  We  have  accomplished 
the  £fiired  results. 

Judge  Ware  says:  '*  In  Madison  County  the  Independents  formally  withdrew  their 
ticket  on  account  of  oi>en  threats  that  were  made  to  kill  the  leaders  of  the  party  if 
they  insisted  on  continuing  their  ticket  in  the  field."  This  does  the  Democrats  of 
Madison  County  a  great  injustice.  If  the  judge  had  said  that  several  colored  Fusion- 
ists  were  bulldozed  by  bis  allies  here  he  would  have  more  correctly  stated  the  case. 
Judge  Ware  was  a  candidate  for  district  attorney  in  this  judicial  district.  He  was, 
indeed,  an  independent  candidate,  not  being  nominated  by  any  party.  The  Repub- 
licans of  this  county  had,  in  the  division  of  the  offices,  agreed  to  support  the  Demo- 
cratic nominee.  Jadee  Ware  endeavored  to  get  us  to  break  our  promise  and  support 
him.  We  emphatically  declined.  He  then  oegan  to  canvass  in  a  secret  way  our 
strong  Fusion  districts,  and  raised  the  race  issue  in  its  fullest  sense.  The  Independ- 
ents had  no  issue  to  present  to  the  people,  and  had  to  manufacture  campaign  thunder 
to  arouse  the  passions  and  prejudice  of  the  blacks.  The  Democrats  submitted  to  all,, 
desiring  a  peaceful  election,  until  a  circular  (whose  author  is  Judge  Ware)  was  dis- 
tributed in  this  county.  The  circular  was  so  incendiary  that  the  chairman  of  the  In- 
dependent committee  denounced  it,  saying  it  would  incite  race  troubles.  Were  it  not 
for  its  length  I  would  give  it  in  fulL  However,  extracts  will  convince  the  unpreju- 
diced of  its  vileness : 

"  What  happened  in  1875  to  put  the  Republicans  out  of  power,  and  why  is  it  that  the 
Republicans  for  eight  years  have  had  no  ticket  in  the  field  t    Ton  all  know  the  reason 

*For  dlAcoMion  coDMrning  admission  of  these  papers  see  Extracts  fixran  the  JotonaL 
'See  page  102  of  the  testimony. 
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why.    Th«  shot-gun  policy.    The  Taxoo  plftnrdid  the  work,  mnd  has  kept  Bepablieins 
from  the  polls  ever  since.    Who  has  done  this  t    Yon  all  know  it  is  the  DemoamUe 

**  Sir.  Miller  is  also  a  candidate  for  district  attorney.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  tried 
to  get  a  law  made  for  a  whipping-poet  for  yoniselves,  wiyes,  and  dangfaters. 

* '  The  Democrats  tell  yon  th*t  Fusion  is  for  peace  and  hanuony.  What  docs  this 
mean  f  It  means  if  yon  Tote  as  they  want  they  will  allow  yon  to  Tote,  bnt  if  yon 
don't  vote  with  them  they  will  not  auow  yon  to  vote  in  peace." 

"  If  we  elect  the  Fusion  ticket,  what  sort  ofpeace  and  hannony  will  yon  hare  next 
Tear  when  we  want  to  vote  for  a  Republican  Freeidcnt  f  The  same  sort  of  peace  and 
harmony  we  had  in  1875." 

Thejodge  is  evidently  not  familiar  with  the  politics  of  this  connty.  We  had  a 
peaceral  and  qniet  election  here  in  1875,  the  result  of  a  fhsion  or  compromise  ticket. 
Just  the  same  as  that  elected  here  last  November.  If  we  have  the  same  peace  and 
quiet  this  year  (which  we  will  have  nnlsss  the  Independents  stir  up  strife),  the  Re- 
publicans of  the  State  and  nation  will  say,  <*  Well  done,  faithfhl  servants." 

Again,  he  lays  aside  the  robe  of  modesty  and  says.  *'  Every  vote  for  Fusion  is  anail 
in  the  co£Bn  of  the  Republican  party.  Every  vote  mr  the  Independent  ticket  and  H. 
R.  Ware  is  a  nail  in  the  Democratic  cofSn." 

Tlie  contents  of  the  circular  from  which  I  take  the  above  extracts  aroused  the  Demo- 
crats throughout  the  county.  The  sheriff^  who  was  a  candidate  for  re-election  on  the 
Independent  ticket,  had  also  nsurpNed  powers  which  the  Democrats  said  were  illegal, 
and  to  which  they  would  not  submit.  Notwithstanding  the  provocation,  no  violence 
was  done  these  would-be-leaders.  The  Independent  ticket  was  not  withdrawn,  as  tiie 
returns  will  show. 

The  only  thing  done  to  prev^it  men  frxnn  voting  was  done  by  the  Independents.  I 
vote  in  the  west  wardj^ity  of  Canton.  Every  man  voted  there  that  wanted  to  ontte 
day  of  the  election.  The  Independents  knew  weeks  before  the  election  that  th^y 
were  defeated.  Thev  want  some  pretext  to  get  the  sympathy  of  the  administration 
and  to  capture  the  Federal  patronage.  Whenever  a  colored  man  is  a  candidate  and 
defeated  the  election  is /air  ;  when  an  Independent  is  defeated  the  "  ballot-boxes  are 
stuffed." 

In  a  card  dated  Nov.  19, 1883,  in  the  State  Ledger,  a  paper  published  in  Jackson, 
Miss.,  Judge  Ware  says  he  is  responsible  for  the  circular  diirtiribnted  in  this  county 
on  the  eve  of  the  election. 

In  writing  of  this  I  am  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than  to  perpetuate  the  jireseDt 
state  of  feeling  between  the  races  in  this  county.  I  feel  it  my  duty  as  a  Republican 
and  citizen  to  exonerate  the  good  people  of  Madison  from  such  an  unjust  imputation. 

The  Republicans  have  several  important  coun^  officers  as  the  result  of  the  recent 
election.  The  angel  of  peace  is  in  our  midst  and  never  since  the  emancipation  have 
the  whites  and  blacks  been  on  such  friendly  political  terms. 

Investigating  committees  and  **  all  sorts  politics"  will  not  bringus  the  much  needed 
peace.  Tae  New  York  Times  has  the  right  conception  of  our  troubles.  If  the  admin- 
istration will  cease  to  aid  these  disffruntled  office-seekers  I  b^eve  the  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  political  troubles  will  oe  things  of  the  past.  I  long  to  see  the  dav  when 
everv  county  in  this  State  can  say,  as  Maduon,  **  Peace,  good  will  to  all ;  malice  to- 
ward none." 

B.  F.  GARRETT, 
Ckairwum  JtqpMhUoanExeaUive  CSostsuftsB. 


n. 

StatemmU  qfH,  R.  Ware,  a$9UUmi  United  Statee  diitrid  aUormejffar  MininippL 

JACK80X,  Ml8S.,  March  10, 1884. 
To  the  Manorahle  Wiembere  of  the  Senate  InveetigaHng  Committee  on  Miesieeippi  BUcKam: 

Gbntlbmsn:  I  notice  in  the  New  Orleans  Times-Democrat  of  Februaiy  27  the 
Democratic  party  of  Madison  Coun^,  under  the  nam  depltane  of  B.  F.  Garrett^  under- 
takes to  defend  their  record  by  a  voluminous  statement  of  alleged  fact^  and  tnat  this 
statement  of  the  party,  by  its  nom  <l0pl«iN<i,  has  been  offered  as  evidence  before  your 
committee.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  statements  of  my  own  in  reply,  except  to  cite 
you  to  the  appended  history  of  the  revolution  in  Madison,  as  given  by  eye-witnesses  of 
the  fiftcts  referred  to. 

These  witnesses  I  know  personally  and  well,  and  they  will  take  rank  for  character 
and  social  standing  with  the  citizens  of  any  community.    It  will  be  seen  that  what  I 
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said  in  my  ezami  nation  before  the  oomfiittee  in  New  Orleans  was  not  only  tme,  bnt 
that  I  only  fiuntly  outlined  the  terrible  crimes  against  liberty  which  were  then  com- 
mitted in  that  nnfortnnate  conntryy  where  "  the  angel  of  peace"  dwells.  As  a  matter 
of  history  it  is  tme  that  I  was  a  candidate  for  district  attorney,  bnt  not,  as  stated, 
on  my  own  responsibility.  I  was  indorsed  by  the  only  convention  held  in  opposition 
to  the  Democratic  party  in  the  counties  of  Madison,  Hinds,  and  Copiah.  (See  letter 
from  John T.  Hall,  page  664.) 

As  a  candidate  I  made  ayigorons  canvass  through  Madison  County,  not  secretly,  as 
charged,  but  announced  by  standing  advertisements  in  the  local  press  and  by  hand- 
bills scattered  broadcast.  In  my  speeches  I  made  no  appeal  to  anv  particular  class 
of  citizens.  The  charge  that  I  raised  the  race  issue  is  as  absurd  as  it  is  mendacious. 
It  is  charged  that  the  Democrats  submitted  to  all,  desiring  a  peacefhl  election  until 
a  circular  (whose  author  is  Judge  Ware)  was  distributed  in  the  county ;  and  that  this 
circular  was  incendiary  in  its  character,  and  thereby,  it  would  seem,  a  justification 
of  Democratic  acts  of  lawlessness.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  my  letter  published 
in  the  Jackson  Ledser,  November  19, 1883,  to  whidi  allusion  is  made,  what  confi- 
dence can  be  placed  In  this  Democratic  nom  de  nlwme.  Because  the  letter  expressly 
says  '^I  neither  wrote,  published,  nor  circulated  said  address ; "  the  Independent  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  Madison  County  published  that  I  had  **  nothiuff  to  do  with  publi- 
cation or  circulation  of  said  address.''  True  it  was,  I  stated  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  this 
address  was  a  tme,  legitimate,  and  proper  campaign  document,  and  that  I  stood  then, 
as  I  do  now,  responsible  for  it.  From  a  letter  in  Times-Democrat,  written  as  hereto- 
fore stated,  it  seems  that  they  regard  the  allusion  to  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
district  attOTney  as  being  the  author  of  the  whipping-post  bill  as  being  **  incendiary 
language  " ;  yet  here  is  what  the  Vicksburg  Post  and  Brookhaven  Leader  say  on  the 
7th  of  March  last: 

"The  Brookh»T«n  Lasder  istiinfttM  that  the  hononble  B.  K.  Miller,  dintriot  ftttomey  of  the  ninth 


dtotinction— «f  »  certain  kind ;  »  reputation  not  at  all  to  be  envied." 

What  kind  of  Repnblicans  would  one  suppose  these  to  have  been,  who  '*  agreed  to 
sapport  this  Democratic  nominee."  Now  as  to  the  facts  in  the  Madison  County  reso- 
Intion,  the  evidence  of  witneMcs  in  their  written  statements  goes  to  show  that  f rand u- 
lent  and  high-handed  methods  were  adopted  by  the  Democracy,  not  excelled  by  their 
partners  in  Copiah  County,  excepting  only  the  murder  of  J.  P.  Matthews.  (See  pub- 
lished statement  herewith  annexed.)  These  outrageoos  and  scandalous  acts  were  so 
notorious  that  a  resolution  was  adopted  as  stated  by  me  in  my  examination,  substan- 
tially withdraw iof|^  the  ticket.  (See  resolution  given  in  annexed  statement.)  Before 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution  Dr.  B.  F.  Passmore,  chairman,  before  the  Independent 
executive  committee,  said  he  *'  knew  whereof  he  spoke,  and  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Independents  to  carry  the  election  would  result  in  murder  and  assassination. 
(See  annexed  statements.)  That  his  fears  were  well  grounded,  and  that  he  spoke  from 
knowledge  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extracts  m>m  the  Picket,  the  Democratic 
organ  of  Madison  County  : 

**  Where  was  Dr.  Toles  on  election  davt  In  the  'com  crib,'  or  'hoepital  t*  Bat  he  waa  no  worse 
than  the  other  Independent  candidates,  who  after  working  the  ooonty  for  sereral  months  to  get  votes, 
when  the  Toters  wanted  to  go  to  the  polls  would  not  go  with  them,  when  oolored  Independents  saw 
sach  oondnct  is  it  a  wonder  that  they  went  home  msgnsted,  or  voted  the  Fusion  ticket  t  "—iHcM, 
AoMmisrO. 

**FoKion  candidates  said  to  voters,  '  Coroo  with  me  and  rote  for  me.'  The  Independent  candidates 
said,  *  Too  go  orer  there  and  vote  for  me.    I'll  stay  here  near  the  post-office. '  "—i^fetsl,  Nwtmb^r  0. 

III. 

Letter  to  the  clerk  of  the  committee  auihorizing  Judge  War^e  eignaUtre. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  March  12, 1884. 
W.  E.  Barr£TT: 

Dear  Sir:  In  my  statement,  which  I  sent  by  express  yesterday,  connected  with 
the  Madison  County  election,  I  inadvertently  neglected  to  sign  my  name  to  it.  Will 
yoQ  do  me  the  kindness  to  sign  my  name  for  me,  and  this  shSil  be  your  authority  for 
doing  so. 

If  our  friends  on  the  committee  think  it  will  strengthen  my  statement  and  the  tes- 
timony annexed,  by  my  making  an  a£Bdavit  to  its  truth  in  the  usual  way,  I  will  do 
so,  and  forward  it  to  you  upon  your  notification. 
Bespectfhlly, 

(Signed)  H.  B.  WABE. 
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TV. 

Statemmt  concerning  IkepoUiicdl  campaign  and  elcetUm  in  Madimm  County,  Mittimippi,  to 

1683. 

A  majority  of  the  B^nblioan  committee  of  Madison  Connty  voted  to  foae  with  the 
Democrata  in  Baid  election.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  then  called  a  conventioD 
of  inch  BepMicanM  a$  were  in  favor  of  ike  aoHon  of  ike  comnUttee  for  the  porpoae  of  rati- 
fpug  their  action  and  to  nominate  each  officers  as  had  been  assigned  to  the  Repub- 
licans in  said  Fasion  agreement.  The  following  is  the  printed  call  for  said  conTen- 
tion : 

PROCKEDIKGS  OF  THE  REPUBUCAN  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  MADISON  COUSTTT. 

At  a  conference  meeting  of  the  Democratic  and  Republican  ezecntive  committers 
of  Madison  Connty ,  held  at  Canton,  Miss.*  Monday,  the  4th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1683,  it 
was  agreed  between  said  committees,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  two  parties, 
that  the  following  officers  shonld  be  nominated  by  the  Democratic  party  and  indorsed 
and  voted  for  b^  both  parties,  to  wit: 

Senator,  sheriff,  chancery  clerk,  district  attorney,  treasurer,  coroner,  and  rsnger, 
and  one  Justice  of  the  peace  in  each  beat,  and  haff  the  constables,  and  three  members 
of  the  board  of  superviBors ;  and  that  the  following  officers  should  be  nominated  by 
the  Republicans  and  indorsed  and  voted  for  by  both  parties,  to  wit : 

Two  representatives,  circuit  clerk,  assessor,  two  members  of  the  board  of  saper- 
visors— one  from  beat  1  and  one  from  beat  3 — two  Justices  of  the  peace  in  beat  3  sod 
one  in  each  other  beat,  and  one-half  the  constables. 

The  Independents  submitted  the  follo^wing  proposition  to  the  colored  citisens:  One 
representative,  circuit  clerk,  assessor,  two  supervisors,  and  an  equal  division  of  the 
Justices  of  peace  and  constables.    The  Independents'  proposition  was  rejected. 

The  Republican  committee  believe  the  interests  of  the  county  will  be  better  sub- 
served by  accepting  the  Democrats'  terms.  Therefore  those  Republicans  who  ap- 
prove the  action  of  the  committee  will  assemble  in  their  respective  supervisor's  districts 
and  nominate  beat  officers  and  select  fifteen  delegates  to  each  beat,  who  will  sssemble 
in  county  Republican  convention  in  Canton,  on  Jalv  2d.  The  beat  conventions  will 
be  held  in  beat  1  on  June  28th,  and  beats  2,  3,  4,  and  5  Jane  30,  at  12  o'clock. 

The  meetiogs  will  be  held  in — 

Beat  1  at  Canton. 

Beat  2  at  Vernon. 

Beat  3  at  York's  Springs. 

Beat  4  at  Sharon. 

Beat  5  at  Andrews  ChapeL 

B.  F.  GARRETT, 
Chairman  Bepnblican  ExecuHve  Committee, 

M.  Levy, 
Secretory. 

The  Republicans  of  the  county  were  almost  unanimously  opposed  to  the  Fusion 
movement  and  ignored  said  convention.  The  prime  movers  of  tne  Fusion  movement 
ou  the  part  of  the  colored  voters,  viz :  B.  F.  Qarrett,  Sam.  Lewis,  Cliarley  Mont- 

fpmery,  Clifton  Reid,  and  Frank  Henry  were  nominated  for  office  on  the  Fusion  ticket, 
t  soon  became  apparent  that  the  Republicans  would  almost  unanimously  support  the 
Independent  ticket,  and  that  that  ticket  would  be  elected.  During  the  campaign 
threats  of  violence  were  fireely  madeto  Republicans  by  the  Fusionists.  On  Ssturday 
prior  to  the  election  the  sheriff  of  the  county  (who  was  a  candidate  for  re-election  oe 
the  Independent  ticket),  at  the  earnest  request  of  many  citisens,  appointed  twenty- 
one  citizens  of  Canton  special  deputies  to  act  as  peace  officers  at  Canton  on  the  day 
of  election .  The  men  so  appointed  were  the  very  beet  oititens  of  Canton.  No  objections 
could  possibly  be  urged  asainst  any  one  of  them.  Care  was  taken  to  appoint  no  man 
who  was  a  pronounced  Independent ;  all  were  men  who  had  acted  with  the  Demo- 
crats ;  many  of  them  were  pronounced  Fusionists ;  none  of  them  had  ever  heeoEt  known 
as  Republicans ;  none  of  them  were  young  men ;  nearly  all  were  men  passed  tlie  mid- 
dle age  of  life ;  men  of  family,  property,  and  standing ;  all  were  merchants  and  busi- 
ness men  of  Canton. 

The  appointment  of  these  peace  officers,  and  the  circulation  of  an  address  to  the 

Republicans  of  the  countv  from  the  State  central  Republican  committee  were  msde 

the  pretext,  on  the  part  of  Fusionists,  for  a  resort  to  extreme  measures  on  their  part. 

The  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee,  with  other  Fusionists,  called  upon  the 

sheriff  and  informed  him  that  in  no  event  would  his  special  deputies  be  allowea  to  act 
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•0  peAca  officers  on  election  day ;  that  they  woold  be  lesisted  and  mn  over  if  they  at* 
tempted  it. 

rhe  Fnsionists  attempted  to  Justify  their  coarse  npon  the  gronnd  that  the  Inde- 
pendents were  raising  the  race  ieane  and  arraying  tne  blacks  against  the  whites  by 
the  ciroolation  of  the  address  above  referred  to ;  that  said  address  was  incendiary, 
Slc,  The  excitement  raised  by  the  Fnsionists  was  so  great,  and  so  great  were  the 
demonstrations  of  Tiolence,  that  the  Independents  suppressed  said  circular  after  a  few 
copies  had  been  cironlated  on  the  streets  of  Canton.  Bat  the  Democrats  printed  said 
address  with  a  new  heading,  and  sent  it  by  special  couriers  to  prominent  Democrats 
sU  over  the  county.  The  following  is  the  address,  in  its  new  dress,  as  sent  out  by  the 
Democrats : 

Thb  Indbpbndbnts  Ukmabkbd. 

To  the  DemocratM  of  Madiaon  County : 

The  following  circular  is  being  clandestinely  circulated  by  the  Independents  to  the 
negroes  from  one  end  of  the  county  t9  the  other,  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up  race 
prejadices  and  a  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  Democratic  par^. 

Let  ove^  white  man  in  Madison  Countv  read,  reflect,  and  digest  it,  and  gq  to  the 
polls  next  Tuesday  with  the  memory  of  187^  before  him^  and  the  assurance  that  upon 
nis  vote  hangs  the  destiny  for  weal  or  woe  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  children. 

ROBT.  POWELL, 
Chakman  Dem.  Ex,  Committee, 

Cantok^  Nov.  3d,  1883. 

AN  ADBRE88  OF  THB  STATE  ORNTRAL  REPUBUGAN  COMMITTBB  OF  MIBSIBfilPPI  TO  THB 
RBPUBUOANS  OF  MADISON  COUNTY. 

On  Taesdir^  next  yon  have  an  election  for  countv  officers  and  district  attorney. 
There  is  no  Kepublican,  ticket  in  the  field.  There  is  the  Fusion  and  Independent 
tickets.  Why  have  you  no  Republican  ticket  f  We  all  know  that  the  Republicans 
of  your  countv  are  in  the  majoritv.  Ton  had  all  Republican  officers  in  the  county- 
until  1875.  The  Republican^  of  the  State  are  largely  in  the  majority.  We  had  a 
Eepublican  governor  and  all  State  officers  were  Republicans  until  1875. 

What  happened  in  1875  to  put  the  Republicans  out  of  power,  and  whv  is  it  that 
the  Republicans  for  eight  years  have  had  no  tickets  in  the  field  f  Ton  all  know  the 
reason  why.  The  shot-gun  policy ;  the  Yazoo  plan  did  the  work  and  has  kept  Re- 
publicans £rom  the  polls  ever  since.  Who  has  done  this  f  Ton  all  know  it  is  the 
Demoomtic  party. 

But  the  Republican  party  is  not  yet  dead.  If  you  cannot  elect  Republicans  to 
office  in  your  county  and  State,  we  want  by  all  means  to  elect  a  Republican  President 
in  1884.  Everv  good  Republican  will  ask  himself  how  he  ought  to  vote  in  this  election 
in  OTder  to  help  the  Republican  party  in  the  Presidential  election.  Can  Republicans 
help  their  party  by  voting  for  and  electing  Democratic  officers,  so  that  everything 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Democrats  next  election  f  No  t  Ton  had  eight  years  of 
Democratic  rule  and  von  know  how  that  is. 

Anytiiing  the  Republicans  can  do  to  defeat  the  Democratic  party  helps  the  Repub- 
lican party.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  State  Republican  committee  by  unanimous 
resolution  advised  the  Republicans  of  all  the  counties,  who  could  not  run  a  ticket  of 
their  own,  to  vote  for  and  with  any  party  that  was  opposed  to  the  Democracy.  If  you 
cannot  elect  Republicans  to  office,  elect  such  men  as  are  opposed  to  the  Democrats. 

The  Independent  party  is  opposed  to  Democracy.  Hear  wnat  the  Canton  Picket,  a 
Democratic  paper,  says : 

**  The  ohieot  of  the  Indqamdrnt  party  ie  to  Itreak  up  the  Democratic  party," 

The  Picket  states  the  case  correctly.  Such  being  the  case,  is  it  not  the  duty  of 
every  Republican  to  assist  the  Independent  party  in  breaking  up  the  Democratic  party. 
If  the  Republicans  are  not  allowed  to  run  a  Republican  ticket,  they  should  i>y  all 
means  vote  for  and  with  that  party  who  are  trying  to  defeat  the  Democrats.  They 
should  vote  for  that  partrjr  which  is  in  favor  of  fair  elections  and  an  honest  count. 

If  fusion  was  a  good  thing  for  the  Republican  party,  such  men  as  Dr.  Passmore 
and  Captain  Pratt,  true  and  tried  Republicans  of  your  county,  would  be  in  it.  Such 
men  are  safe  to  follow.  Will  you  Republicans  follow  the  advice  of  such  men ;  the 
advice  of  the  State  Republican  committee,  or  will  you  follow  Ben  Garrett  and  Sam 
Lewis,  who  have  sold  out  to  the  Democracy  and  are  trying  to  sell  you  out  f  But  Ben 
and  Sam  tell  you  they  are  still  Republicans.  Let  us  see  alM>ut  that.  **  By  their  fruits 
shall  ye  know  them,''  says  the  Scripture. 

H.  K.  Ware  is  a  candidate  for  district  attorney.  He  has  been  a  prominent  Repub- 
lican ever  since  the  war.  He  has  been  for  many  years  assistant  aistrict  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Missiasippi,  appointed  by  the  Republican  President 
of  the  United  States.    He  is  secretary  of  the  Republican  State  executive  committee* 
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He  ifl  ohairniAii  of  the  8tete  BefmbBeMi  eentnd  eommitlee.  He  is  iodoned  for  di» 
trict  attornev  by  each  men  m  John  B.  Lynch,  J.  J.  Spelman,  and  eyery  white  Bep«d»- 
lican  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Miller  is  also  a  candidate.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  tried  to  get  a  law  mide  for 
a  whipping-post  for  yonrselTee,  wiTee,  and  daughters. 

Now,  Ben.  and  8am.openlT  adTocate  the  ele^ion  of  Mr.  Miller,  the  Democrat,  in- 
stead of  Mr.  Ware,  the  ueDablican.  Can  yon  ask  any  better  eridenee  than  this  that 
they  haye  sold  oat  to  the  Democrats  f  And  then  yoa  know  Ben.  and  Sam.  were  neycr 
Bepnblioans  to  hart  anyhow,  except  when  they  wanted  office. 

The  Democrats  tell  yon  that  Fosion  is  for  peaee  and  humony.  What  does  this 
mean  f  It  means  if  yoa  will  yote  as  they  want  they  will  allow  you  to  yote,  bat  if  3roa 
don't  vote  with  them  they  will  not  allow  yen  to  yote  in  peace. 

Republicans,  can  you  Join  or  vote  with  such  a  puty  f  or  will  you  vote  for  and  with 
a  party  that  is  opposed  to  such  buUdosing  f 

If  we  elect  the  Fusion  ticket  what  sort  of  peace  and  harmony  will  we  have  next  year 
when  we  want  to  vote  for  a  Republican  President  f  The  same  sort  of  peace  and  har- 
mony we  had  in  1875.  The  colored  men  of  the  South,  with  exceptions  like  Ben^  8am., 
and  Joe.,  have  alwavs  been  true  to  the  Republican  party,  to  their  families,  and  their 
country.  The  Republican  State  committee  and  Republicans  in  Washington  and  Presi- 
dent Arthur  expect  the  colored  men  of  Madison  County  to  be  still  true  to  their  fsith 
and  to  vote  in  this  election  against  the  Democratic  party.  Republicans  of  Msdisoo 
County  remember  eveiy  vote  for  Fusion  is  a  nail  in  the  coffinof  the  Republican  party. 
Every  vote  for  the  Independent  party  and  H.  R.  Ware  is  a  nml  in  tne  Democratic 
eoffln.  Let  us  elect  the  Independent  ticket  this  year,  and  next  year  we  wilL  with  the 
help  of  the  Independents,  carry  the  county  and  State  for  a  Republican  President.  Re- 
publicans of  Madison  do  your  doty. 

CANVASS  IN  MADISON  COUNTY. 

For  a  few  days  before  the  election  mat  excitement  prevaned  throughoattlie  county 
on  account  of  threats  of  violence  and  lawless  acts  by  the  Demoorats. 
,  Houses  of  colored  men  were  visited  at  midnight  by  armed  bands,  pistols  dischaiiged 
into  the  houses,  the  doors  broken  down,  the  inmates  beat  with  pistols,  and  in  some 
cases  taken  ou^  stripped,  and  whipped.  Tlie  reason  given  for  these  oatrages  was  that 
the  parties  were  supposed  to  have  Independent  tickets  in  their  poasseskm  for  disfcii- 
bution.  or  had  announced  their  intention  to  support  the  Ind^endent  tidcet.  Ther 
were  all  cautioned  against  taking  any  further  part  in  polities,  and  threatened  with 
death  if  they  went  to  the  polls  on  election  day,  or  ever  divulged  the  names  of  the 
parties. 

The  persons  so  visited  well  know  the  names  of  the  parties,  but  do  not  dare  to  pub- 
licly make  them  known.  These  outrages,  perpetrated  mostly  in  beat  <  kept  most  of 
the  Republicans  of  that  beat  from  going  to  the  polls  on  election  day. 

On  Monday,  the  day  before  election,  the  Independent  executive  oommittee  met  at 
Canton.  The  chairman.  Dr.  B.  F.  Passmore,  a  Southern  man  and  an  old  resident  of 
the  county,  addressed  uie  committee,  and  most  earnestly  advised  it  to  al»and<m  the 
ticket.  Said  Uiat  he  knew  whereof  he  spoke,  and  that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Independents  to  carry  the  election  would  be  attended  with  bloodshed  and  aasassiiia- 
tion.  He  had  &neea  to  serve  as  challenger  on  election  day  at  one  of  the  OaaUm 
boxes,  but  he  inmrmed  the  committee  that  he  could  not  serve  for  the  reason  that  he 
believed  that  if  he  did  his  duty  as  challenger  he  would  be  killed  before  eleetioo  dsj 
was  over ;  that  he  was  folly  convinced  that  unless  the  eflfort  to  carry  the  electien  was 
abandoneid  by  the  Independents,  Captain  Pratt,  the  postmaster  of  Canton,  T.  H. 
Weathersby,  the  sheriff,  and  certain  otbersthat  he  named  would  be  killed.  All  themeB- 
bers  of  the  committee  agreed  with  the  chairman  as  to  the  danger  of  tiie  simation,  bat 
some  of  than  were  in  fovor  of  an  attempt  to  assert  their  right  at  the  polls,  even  at  te 
risk  of  a  sacrifice  of  their  lives.  The  committee  finally  adopted  the  allowing  resola- 
tion.  and  voted  that  their  action  should  at  once  be  made  known.  In  order  to  appesee 
the  Democrats  and  jprev^it  any  acts  of  violence  on  that  night,  which  was  foared 
toward  prominent  Uepublicans,  some  of  whom,  with  their  Duniliiss,  slept  sway  fren 
home  at  night  during  the  excitement. 

ABSOLUTIONS. 

EeBolvedy  That  we,  the  Independent  executive  committee  of  Madison  County,  be- 
lieving that,  from  demonstrations  of  leaders  of  the  Fusion  party,  any  effort  to  enme 
our  rights  at  the  ballot-box  would  be  productive  of  bloodshed,  violence,  and  lawkM* 
ness,  and  that  murder  and  assassination  are  contemplated  oy  the  Fusion  leaden; 
therefore, 

Meaolved,  That  we,  the  executive  committee,  and  candidates  of  the  Indepeodest 
party  leave  the  untrammeled  control  of  this  election  to  the  opposition ;  and  believiitf 
that  the  rights  of  all  non-partisan  voters  are  trampled  upon,  wnen  ours  are  so  treated, 
we  appeal  to  that  element  to  vindicate  our  course. 

J.  L.  JoMBSi  Secretary.  ^Drgftized 
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On  election  day  at  Canton  both  voting  places  were  taken  poeeeasion  of  br  the  Fn- 
BioniBts,  who  completely  surroonded  the  ^zes  and  took  charge  of  the  door  or  entrance 
to  the  rooms.  All  colored  voters  were  required  to  vote  an  open  ticket,  and  to  show 
their  tickets  at  the  door  before  entering.  If  thev  showed  an  Indepenaent  ticket,  or 
declsred  an  intention  to  vote  oi^e,  they  were  told  that  no  Independent  conld  vote 
there,  and  they  were  pushed  to  one  side.  Nearly  all  the  colored  voters  of  the  Canton 
district  were  thus  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote.  All  of  beat  No.  I  vote  at  Canton. 
One  person  took  the  names  of  144  Hepublicans  who  were  kept  from  the  polls  at 
Canton,  because  they  would  not  vote  the  Fusion  ticket.  There  are  1,846  registered 
voters  at  the  Canton  boxes  (all  the  voters  of  beat  No.  1  vote  at  Canton).  Seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  votes  were  returned;  G86  for  the  Fusion  ticket,  and  62  for  the 
Independent  ticket.    This  beat  is  overwhelmingly  Republican. 

The  statute  of  the  State  provides  that  the  governor,  secretary  of  state,  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  shall  appoint  for  each  county  three  commissioners  of  election, 
whose  mity  it  is  to  appoint  the  inspectors  of  election  for  each.voting  precinct,  and 
to  have  a  general  supervision  of  the  election,  canvass  the  returns  made  by  the  in- 
si>ector8,  and  declare  the  result.  The  commissioners  so  appointed  for  this  county 
were  all  Fnsionists,  and  they  in  turn  appointed  all  Fusionists  as  inspectors. 

At  the  Madison ville  box  Fusionists,  armed  with  shot-euns,  took  possession  of  the 
polls,  stacked  their  guns  at  the  ballot-box,  and  announced  that  no  Independent  conld 
vote  at  that  box. 

Some  colored  Republicans  who  insisted  upon  voting  the  Independent  ticket  were 
beaten  with  pistols,  guns  drawn  upon  them  and  driven  from  the  polls,  and  the  Re- 
publicans generally  were  driven  off.  Forty-seven  Fusion  votes  and  4  Independent 
votes  were  cast.  Over  200  voters  are  registered  and  entitled  to  vote  at  that  box.  The 
47  votes  returned  for  Fusion  are  in  excess  of  the  whole  number  of  Fusion  voters  in 
that  precinct.    The  precinct  is  largely  Republican. 

At  the  Sharpeburg  box  the  polls  were  held  in  a  closed  room,  and  no  Independents 
admitted.  Republicans  who  wanted  to  vote  the  Independent  ticket  were  beaten 
with  pistols  and  ax-handles.  The  beat  is  overwhelmingly  Republican.  Two  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  votes  were  returned  for  Fusion  and  33  for  Independents.  Similar 
frauds  were  perpetrated  and  violence  committed  at  other  voting  precincts  in  the 
coanty,  a  history  of  which  would  be  tedious  to  read. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  Independent  ticket  was  composed  of  equally  as 
good  men  as  the  Fusion  ticket ;  the  former  had  one  more  white  man,  and  consequently 
one  less  colored  man  on  it  than  the  latter. 

The  white  men  on  the  Independent  ticket  were  all  Southern  men ;  all  residents  of 
the  county  for  many  years,  and  most  of  them  natives  of  the  county.  All  men  of 
property,  and  all  men  who  had  acted  with  the  Democratic  party  in  politics  in  the 
past ;  all  men  against  whose  personal  character  nothing  was  charged  by  the  Democ- 
racy dnring  the  campaign. 
CAifTOK,  Mi80.,  December  1, 1883. 


V. 

Btatement  of  Sheriff  WeaiKenhy,  ef  Madieim  Cauniy, 

Cakton,  Mi80.,  December  7, 1883. 
Jy  T.  H.  Weathersby,  am  sheriff  of  Madison  County,  Mississippi ;  was  elected  two 
^eara  ago  on  the  Independent  ticket ;  was  a  candidate  for  re-eleiction  on  the  same 
ticket  at  last  election ;  1  have  read  the  foregoius  statement  concerning  last  election, 
fcnd  seen  voucher  for  same,  and  can  say  that  not  naif  has  been  told. 

I  waa  a  Democrat  until  the  formation  of  the  Independent  party  of  this  county  In 
SSI ;  am  forty-five  years  old ;  have  lived  in  this  county  since  1857 ;  I  own  personal 
>roperty  and  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  in  this 

onntj,  and  have  never,  as  yet,  failed  to  pay  taxes  on  same.   

(Signed)  T.  H.  WEATHERSBY, 

Skeri/r. 


VI. 

BtaUmmi  of  J.  TT.  Downe, 

I  eertil^  that  I  have  resided  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  since  my  childhood ;  that 

am  fifty-nine  years  of  ag^ ;  that  I  have  held  the  office  of  probata  Judge  for  four 

'ears  ;  tnat  I  have  served  six  years  in  the  State  legislature ;  tnat  I  have  been  a  pra6? 
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tioinff  attorney  at  law  for  thirty-eiffht  years;  that  I  haye  all  the  time  acted  and 
Yotea  with  the  Demooratio  party  tiU  I  united  with  the  Independent  party  in  1879; 
that  I  was  not  a  candidate  at  the  late  •election,  nor  did  I  take  any  active  part  in  ^e 
canvass,  bnt  voted  the  Independent  ticket  at  Canton ;  and  while  I  know  bnt  little  of 
my  own  knowledge  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  canvass  was  condocted,  I  state 
from  information  that  I  deem  reliable  that  the  facts  and  statements  contuned  in  the 
accompanying  documents  show  the  true  political  situation  in  Madison  County. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  DOWNS, 


vn. 

Statemmi  of  J.  W.  Bamglm,  oSreuU  clerk,  Madimm  Ckmmig. 

Canton,  MiBS.,  Decmnth&r  6,\9Si, 
I,  J.  W.  Bauffhn,  am  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Madison  Countr,  MississiDpi; 
was  elected  in  1879,  on  the  Democratic  ticket ;  have  been  a  Democrat  for  thirty-ioar 
years;  am  fifty-five  years  of  age ;  have  lived  in  Canton,  Miss.,  thirty-one  yean;  hsfo 
read  the  foregoing  statement  concerning  the  late  election  neld  in  this  coonty  Xo- 
Tember  6, 18(»,  and  know  firommy  own  knowledge,  and  from  reliable  information  that 
said  statement  presents  the  true  state  of  fitcts  concerning  said  election.  I  did  notaffili- 
ate  with  the  Independent  party,  but  ran  as  a  candidate  for  re-election  indepeDdeat 
of  all  parties. 


(Signed)  J.  W.  BAUGHN, 

Circuit  Clerk  ^  Madieom  dmiUg,  8taie  qf  MmMf^i. 


vm. 

SUUemmU  of  T,  8»  Ward, 

My  name  is  T.  8.  Ward;  age  twenty-nine  years;  a  practicing  attorney  at  Csnton, 
Mamson  County,  Miss.  Am  interested  in  agriculture  to  some  extent  in  Madison 
County ;  own  about  2,300  acres  of  land,  devo^  to  farming  and  stock  raising.  Boni 
and  reared  in  said  county.  My  fkmily  and  relatives  have  been  citizens  of  thiscounty  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  Was  nominated  for  State  senator  on  the  Independent  tickc^  in 
July.  1683.  raor  to  that  date  had  never  been  a  candidate  for  any  office.  Hsd  never 
]>articipated  to  any  extent  in  political  matters.  My  fiunily  were  Whies  prior  to  iht  war 
of  1861,  but  since  that  time  nave,  all  of  them,  acted  and  voted  wi£  the  Democratic 
party.  None  of  them  were  ever  Bepublicans,  nor  was  I  in  any  manner  ever  conneeted 
with  politics  mvself  till  the  election  of  1881.  In  that  election  I  voted  for  the  minority 
of  the  Independent  candidates. 

Was  at  Snarpsburg,  a  voting  precinct,  10  miles  from  this  place,  on  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad,  at  a  public  speaking  had  at  that  point  during  the  recent  campaign.  On 
that  occasion  a  prominent  gentleman  living  near  by  told  me  fisots  which  I  diwl  be- 
low. He  was  cordially  disposed  towards  me  and  spoke  in  the  friendliest  manner.  He 
had  known  me  from  my  boyhood,  and  being  many  years  my  senior,  he  took  the  lib- 
ertv  to  advise  me.    He  said  : 

'^  Sir,  I  tell  you  thi$  thing  that  has  occurred  here  to-dav  Preferring  to  the  insults  and 
interruptions  offered  Mr.  McBride,  the  Independent  candidate,  who  had  spoken  or  «/• 
tempted  to  $peak  on  that  day)  is  but  a  foretaste  of  what  the  Democracy  intend  doing. 
They  are  more  aroused  and  incensed  against  von  Independents  than  they  ever  were 
against  Republicans  in  1875.  They  believe  that  with  vour  standing,  influence,  aod 
personal  friendships  evoked  to  your  aid,  Mississippi  will  be  remandM  to  Repoblicsn 
rule.  We  think  you  will  break  down  the  Democratic  party,  and  with  the  Democratie 
ranks  disrupted  Republicanism  is  inevitable.  I  tell  you,  sir.  you  cannot  be  elected. 
You  are  good  men,  bnt  so  much  the  worse  for  you.  There  are  here  at  this  box  (Sharps- 
burg)  forty  men  who  have  sworn  that  vou  and  Weathersby  (the  Independent  candidate 
for  sheriff)  shall  not  take  your  seats  if  yon  and  he  are  elected.  If  yon  get  300  votes 
at  this  box  (Sharpsburg),  they  swear  you  shall  not  have  2  votes  counts  for  yon.  I 
was  in  Canton  last  week,  and  iheg  talk  it  openly  to  oomntyon  M  ot^,  or  to  tikooi  jros  wi* 
I  beg  you.  as  a  young  man  whom  I  like,  to  j^o  back  to  Canton  and  refuse  to  run.  Come 
down  and  refuse  to  oppose  this  state  of  thmss." 

These  are  nearly  the  exact  words  the  gentleman  used.  He  was  a  prominent  dtiaeo 
and  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  so-called  Fusion  ticket,  his  son-in-law  being  i 
candidate  thereon.    The  aforesaid  conversation  with  me  was  private,  and  I  believe 
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be  said  what  was  tme,  and  the  result  showed  his  forecast  of  the  state  of  things  as 
aboot  connect.  A  squad  of  men  in  his  precinct  rode  aronnd  among  the  negroes  in 
that  beat  at  night,  and  threatened  them,  if  they  voted  at  all,  it  must  be  the  Fu- 
sion ticket.  One  of  them  told  tenants  on  a  plantation  of  mine  near  Sharpsbnrg  that 
if  they  dared  to  vote  the  Independent  ticket  he  would  cut  their  throats.  I  had  many 
firiendiB  among  the  Fusion  ranks  who,  in  confidence,  assured  me  three  days  before  the 
6tli  of  November  that  they  (the  Fusionists)  had  abandoned  all  hopes  of  carrying  the 
election  unless  they  could  have  evervthing  their  own  way  with  the  ballot-boxes. 
Oar  m^ority  conceded  by  them,  so  I  learned  through  avenues  of  information  which 
gave  their  private  estimate,  was  800  or  1,000.  I  am  sure  we  would  have  carried  the 
county  b^  900  or  1,200.  I  aid  not  vote  on  election  day,  for  the  reason  that  I  knew  the 
whole  thing  was  a  mockery  and  a  sham,  and  I  never  degraded  myself  by  a  recogni- 
tion of  it  as  an  election.  I  went  to  the  polls  at  Canton  and  had  my  own  tenantry, 
whom  I  registered  a  week  before,  turned  m>m  the  polls  as  being  *'  unregistered ;  **(? ) 
others,  ''names  could  not  be  found ; ''(!)  others,  *  *  did  not  have  the  right  ticket,"  (!)  &c. 

When  a  neffro  with  a  ticket  in  hand  applied,  unless  he  was  escorted  bv  a  Fusion 
benchman,  his  ticket  was  unrolled  and  examined,  and  three  times  out  of  four  it  was 
thrown  down  on  the  floor  and  another  ticket  substituted. 

This  hollow  mockery,  than  which  a  more  bottomless  swindle  was  never  thrust  upon 
a  civilized  people,  they  dignified  as  a  '*  free  and  peaceable  election.''  The  "  freeaom 
and  peace  and  barmony  **  discoursed  upon  by  one  B.  F.  Oarrett,  in  a  recent  letter  which 
was  pr^>ared  by  his  masters  and  signed  by  him,  may  be  well  described  as  the  fi:eedom 
of  the  grave-yard,  the  peace  of  perdition,  and  the  harmony  of  hell. 

I  bave  seen  the  stat^ent  made  in  the  Times-Democrat  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  by  the 
aforesaid  Garrett.  He  is  a  dirty  tool,  and  as  clay  in  the  potter's  hands  for  a  set  of 
bnlldosing  Democratic  cliques,  who  have  lost  all  sense  of  decencv  or  shame.  I  believe 
that  it  was  onl^  in  the  colunms  of  the  Times-Democrat  that  publicity  could  have  been 
given  to  this  tissue  of  slanderous  untruth  signed  by  Garrett.  The  Picayune,  with 
whoee  gifted  editress  I  am  well  acquainted,  would  have  consigned  it  to  the  waste- 
baaket.  This  negro,  Garrett,  is  unworthy  of  belief,  and  a  negro  despised  by  his  own 
race,  and  without  character  among  the  whites ;  he  has  taken  bribes  in  the  city  elec- 
tion of  Canton  and  betrayed  the  very  master  whoee  hand  he  was  apparently  lick- 
in|^.  His  private  character  is  as  detestable  as  his  political  career  has  oeen  traitorons 
and  corrupt. 

I  have  read  all  the  statements  in  regard  to  the  late  election  by  A.  J.  Sneed,  J.  G. 
McBride,  and  the  sheet  attached  hereto,  entitled  a  statement  of  the  campaign  and 
eleotion  in  Madison  Countv,  Mississippi. 

I  know  the  parties,  and  have  every  reason  to  believe  their  statements.  The  gentle* 
meo  are  high-standing,  honored  citisens  of  our  country. 

(Signed)  T.  8.  WARD. 


atatemmt  of  8.  H.  JET.  2b2at,  M.  D. 

Canton,  Miss.,  Moxnk  1, 1884. 

ly  8.  H.  H.  ToleSy  am  a  colored  physician  of  Canton,  Miss.  I  was  fbrmerlv  from 
Clev^nd,  Ohio.  Have  lived  in  tnis  county  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  and  have 
always  been  an 'active  Republican.  Was  a  member  of  the  county  executive  commit- 
tee until  1875,  when  the  Republicans  abandoned  their  organization.  In  1879  Ben. 
Garrett  got  a  few  Republicans  of  Canton  together  and  organized  a  Republican  com- 
mittee, with  himself  as  chairman.  It  was  a  self-constituted  committee.  No  conven- 
tion was  held,  as  at  that  time  Republicans  could  not  safely  hold  a  convention :  at  least 
they  did  not  wish  to  trv  it.  In  1882  a  convention  of  Republicans  was  held,  and  a 
Republican  committee  duly  elected,  with  Garrett  as  chairman,  but  said  committee  did 
not  represent  the  Republicans  of  the  county,  for  the  reason  that  little  or  no  interest 
was  taken  in  the  matter,  and  the  beat  conventions  were  not  attended  by  many  Re- 
publicans. Mr.  Garrett  by  no  means  represents  the  Republicans  of  the  county.  I 
canvassed  the  county  in  the  last  election,  and  know  that  the  sentiment  of  the  colored 
Republicans  is  almost  unanimous  that  they  were  sold  out  by  Ben.  Garrett,  Sam.  Lewi% 
ana  two  or  three  others,  leaders  of  the  Fusion  movement,  all  of  whom  secured  office 
under  said  movement.  I  have  read  the  paper  annexed  hereto,  entitled  ''Statement 
conoeming  the  political  campaign  and  election  in,''  Ac,  and  know  its  contents  to  be 
true. 

I  have  read  the  letter  of  B.  F.  Garrett  to  the  New  Orleans  Times-Democrat,  and  can 
say  that  it  is  in  many  things  false.  He  has  always  been  an  ambitious  office-seeker,  bul 
never  succeeded  in  getting  an  office  until  the  last  election.    During  the  last  campaign 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


662  ALLEGED  ELECTION  OUTRAQES  IK  MISSISSIPPI. 

I  was  threatened  by  yiolence  by  the  Fusionista.  Itself  and  fiunily  ilept  away  from 
home  at  night.  Did  not  go  out  on  election  day,  aa  I  did  not  deem  it  safe  so  to  do.  It 
is  a  well  known  fact  that  Jndge  Ware  did  not  write  the  circnlar  spoken  of  in  Gar- 
rett's letter,  and  it  was  so  announced  in  the  papers  by  anthority  of  the  conntv  Inds- 
pendent  oomndttee,  bnt  when  the  Fosionists  raised  so  mnch  fius  abont  it  and  eslled 
ibr  the  author,  Judge  Ware  came  to  the  front,  and  in  a  card  in  the  papers  annoonesd 
himself  as  responsible  for  its  authorship. 

(Signed)  8.  H.  H.  TOLBS,  H.  D. 


Statemmt  qfJ,  G,  MeBride. 

Am  a  lawyer  by  profession ;  a  native  of  this  State  and  county ;  twenty-seven  tssis 
of  age.  Voted  a  Democratic  ticket  in  1880  for  the  first  and  last  time.  Since  then  naye 
taken  an  aotiyepart  against  the  Democrats  in  co-operation  with  the  Republicans,  sod 
will  vote  with  tne  Republicans  in  the  national  election  this  year.  Was  on  the  streets 
of  Canton  (my  voting  place)  on  election  day,  November,  I860.  Stood  in  fnll  sight  of 
the  polls  and  saw  coK>red  Republicans  driven  Away  by  nundreds  because  they  would 
not  vote  the  Fusion  ticket  (the  ticket  on  which  B.  F.  Qarrett  was  a  candidate  for 
clerk  of  circuit  court).  I  know  the  reputation  of  said  Garrett  among  the  Republicsoi 
of  this  county  very  welL  Thev  regard  him  as  an  unprincipled  scheming  triokBter,  of 
totally  depraved,  corrupt,  and  unscrupulous  character,  wholly  unworthy  of  beliel 
Their  almost  universal  sentiment  is  tbat  he  and  two  or  three  of  his  feUow-schemen 
sold  out  the  Republican  party  to  get  offices  for  themselves.  His  letter,  denying  state- 
ments of  Judge  Ware  relative  to  affairs  of  Madison  County,  is  replete  with  &se  i§> 
aertions.  The  general  opinion  here  is  that  Garrett  did  not  write  the  letter  over  hk 
aignature  in  the  Times-Democrat,  but  that  it  was  written  by  his  ballot-thieving  Demo- 
cratic friends,  who  were  beginninjg;  to  tremble  for  fear  that  the  Senate  committee  would 
investigate  their  rottenness  in  Madison  County ;  and  they  simply  used  their  partner 
in  crime,  B.  F.  Garrett,  as  a  cat's-paw  to  shield  them  from  an  investigation  that  would 
have  proved  disastrous  to  them. 

Said  Garrett  is  now  circuit  clerk  of  this  county  and  owes  his  seat  to  the  same  infunooi 
methods,  ballot-box  stuffing  and  bulldocing,  which  his  Democratic  alliee^  whom  hit 
letter  seeks  to  shield,  have  heretofore  employed  to  defeat  Republicwia.  He  ran  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  in  1879  for  the  legislature,  and  pledged  himself  on  the  stump  to  vote 
for  Lamar  for  United  States  Senator  if  elected.  He  is  a  chronic  office-seeker  and  Iiss 
been  seeking  office  ever  since  he  was  a  school-boy  and  always  defeated  until  the  Uil 
election,  when  he  was  "counted  in''  by  Democrats.  It  is  well  known  that  Jnd^ 
Ware  was  not  the  author  of  the  **  circular,"  and  it  was  so  announced  in  a  card  pob- 
lished  in  a  paper  here  signed  by  a  member  of  the  Independent  executive  committee  oi 
Madison  County.  But  as  the  Fusionists  called  for  the  responsible  author  Jndge  Wars 
announced  himself  as  responsible  for  it. 

I  have  read  the  annexed  statement,  headed  '*  Statement  concerning  the  political 
campaign  and  election  in  Madison  County,  Mississippi,  in  1883,"  and  find  that  the  ac- 
count given  therein  is  true  and  correct,  except  that  the  worst  features  of  said  eleetioa 
are  onutted  therein. 

(Signed)  J.  G.  McBRIDE. 


XL 
SUUemmi  of  A,  J.  Sn^ed. 

Caivton,  Miss.,  Mmrck  7, 186i 
I,  A.  J.  Sneed.  am  a  farmer  by  profession ;  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  Have  lived 
in  this  coun^tnirty-five  years,  and  was  bom  in  the  State.  Voted  with  the  Demo- 
erats  until  1879,  at  which  time  I  thought  I  could  see  no  good  in  the  Democratic  party 
and  I  Joined  the  Independents.  Am  now  a  Republican  and  vrill  vote  with  the  Repub- 
licans in  the  national  election  this  year. 

I  have  read  the  paper  annexed  hereto  headed  **  Statement  concerning  the  politicsl 
campaign  and  the  election  in  Madison  County  in  1883,"  and  have  read  the  statemeot 
of  J.  G.  McBride  annexed  hereto,  and  fully  indorse  as  tme^and  correct  both  of  sikl 
statements. 

I  vote  in  Canton  at  the  West  ward,  and  was  there  during  the  day  of  election,  asd 
I  know  the  statement  made  by  B.  F.  Garrett  (in  his  letter  to  Lewis  Dennett)  is  wiiolly 
Mae,  as  I  saw  with  my  own  eyes  crowds  of  Republicans  leaving  the  poUs  beeaose 
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they  wore  not  allowed  to  yoto  the  Independent  and  Bepnblioan  ticket.  B.  F.  Qanett, 
:n  his  letter  to  the  Times-Democraty  claimB  to  haye  been  chairman  of  the  Bepablioan 
party.  For  yean,  unoe  1875,  there  has  been  really  no  organization  of  the  Bepablioan- 
]>arty  in  this  connty  nntil  lb82,  and  the  RepabUoan  committee  organised  at  that* 
time  do  not  represent  the  sentiments  of  more  thanone*tentii  of  the  Bepnblioan  ▼otera' 
of  this  connty. 

BespectfhUy, 

(Signed)  A.  J.  SNEEIT. 


xn. 

SkUmneHt  of  Arwold  DkkimMon. 

I,  Arnold  Dickinson,  am  a  citizen  of  Madison  County,  and  a  Bepnblioan. 

I  have  read  the  i>aper  annexed  hereto,  entitled  "  Statement  concerning  political 
campaign  and  election,"  dec,  and  indorse  the  same  in  every  pajrtionlar  as  true.  The 
facta  are  mach  worse  than  stated  therein. 

I  was  in  Canton  on  election  day.  That  is  my  Totinff  place.  Myself  and  hundreds 
of  other  colored  Bepublicans  were  prevented  from  votms.  The  Fusionists,  who  sur- 
rounded the  doors  of  the  house  in  which  the  polls  were  neld,  prevented  by  violence 
colored  voters  from  entering  the  room  unless  they  would  vote  the  Fusion  ticket.  I 
made  several  attempts  to  reach  the  polls  but  was  driven  back  every  time.  I  sought 
the  sheriff,  who  was  a  candidate  for  re-election  on  the  Independent  ticket  and  told 
him  how  things  were  going,  and  he  told  me  to  tell  the  colored  people  to  go  home,  as 
he  did  not  want  any  of  them  killed  on  his  account. 

I  am  a  school-teacher,  -and  have  taught  in  this  county  for  seven  years  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  county  superintendent  and  patrons  of  the  school.  Since  the  election  I 
have  been  told  by  the  county  superintendent  of  education  that  I  could  not  teach  any 
more  in  this  county,  and  he  gave  as  a  reason  that  I  supported  the  Indei>endent  ticket. 
Other  teachers  who  supported  the  Independent  ticket  have  been  deprived  of  their 
schools  and  the  same  reason  given  therefor.  Teachers  who  supported  the  Fusion 
ticket  are  employed  to  teach  the  schools  of  the  county.  This  is  one  of  many  of  the 
results  of  that  **  Angel  of  Peace  in  our  midst,"  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Qarrett  in  his  letter 
to  the  New  Orleans  Times-Democrat.  I  have  known  Ben  Qarrett  since  a  boy.  He 
has  always  been  scrambling  for  office,  but  never  succeeded  till  now.  He  does  not 
represent  the  Bepublicans  of  this  county.  Not  more  than  one  out  of  ten  of  the  Be» 
pnblicans  of  the  county  indorse  him.  In  the  last  election  they  were  almost  nnani- 
monsly  against  him  and  the  Fusion  movement.  He  would  never  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Bepublican  conunittee  but  for  the  fact  that  the  Bepublicans  had  no  organ* 
ization  in  this  county  after  1875  until  1862.  The  convention  that  elected  the  present 
Bepnblican  committee  exhibited  little  or  no  interest,  and  was  not  genendly  attended 
by  the  Bepublicans  of  the  county. 

(Signed)  ABNOLD  F.  DICKINSON. 

Carton,  Mm.,  JKdrdk  7, 1884. 


xm. 

StaUmeniofA.  JET.  Bilbo, 

Canton,  Miss.,  ifaro^  1, 1884. 

I,  A.  H.  Bilbo,  am  a  citizen  of  Madison  County,  Mississippi,  and  have  been  for 
moat  of  the  time,  past  twenty-eight  years ;  am  fifty-eight  years  old,  and  have  been 
a  Bepnblican  ever  since  the  war,  and  have  actively  worked  with  that  party.  In  1875 
the  Kepnblicans  abandoned  their  organization,  and  there  existed  in  this  county  no 
regularly  organized  Bepnblioan  committee,  until  the  summer  or  1882,  during  the  Con- 
B^reosional  campaign,  wnen  a  Bepublican  committee  was  organized,  with  B.  F.  Qarrett 
chairman.  No  public  notice  was  given  of  the  convention  to  organize  the  committee, 
Buid  the  Bepublicans  generally  of  the  county  did  not  participate  in  it,  knowing  noth- 
ing of  it.  The  Bepublican  committee  as  now  organized  does  not  represent  the  senti- 
ment of  the  Bepublicans  of  this  county.  I  was  actively  engaged  in  the  political  canvass 
9f  1^^,  and  the  almost  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  Bepublicans  of  the  county  was 
that  they  had  been  sold  out  to  the  Democracy  by  B.  F.  Garrett. 

I  was  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Madison  County  for  the  years  1889 
and  1883. 

I  have  read  the  annexed  statement  of  the  conduct  of  the  late  campaign  and  election 
and  indorse  the  same  as  truthful  and  in  accordance  with  the  true  state  of  facte, 
except  that  the  worst  features  of  the  election  are  suppressed  in  said  statement. 
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I  vote  at  Canton,  and  on  election  day  t4)ok  the  names  of  144  colored  RepabHeeiM 
who  were  not  allowed  to  vote  becanae  they  wanted  to  vote  the  Independent  ticket 
With  a  fair  election  I  am  satiafled  the  Independents  would  have  earned  the  eleetioii 
by  1,500  mi^orit^r. 

B.  F.  Garrett  is  a  chronic  oflBce-seeker.  He  was  candidate  for  repieeentattve  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  in  1879,  and  pledged  himself,  if  elecsted,  to  vote  for  Lamsr  for 
United  States  Senator ;  has  been  trying  to  get  the  post-office  at  Canton  for  thra 
years  last  past ;  has  ran  for  alderman  of  Canton,  ana  has  been  always  striving  for 
office,  bat  always  defeated  nntil  the  last  election.  He  does  not  command  the  respect 
or  support  of  the  Republicans  of  the  counter,  either  white  or  black.  The  eirooUr 
mentioned  in  Garrett's  letter  and  in  the  said  **  statement "  was,  as  is  well  knoim, 
not  written  by  Judge  Ware.  It  was  presented  to  and  indorsed  by  the  Independent 
executive  committee  of  the  county  before  Judge  Ware  saw  it,  but  when  the  Foskm- 
ists  raised  a  howl  and  demanded  the  author,  Judge  Ware  published  a  card  declaring 
himself  responsible  for  its  authorship. 

I  have  read  the  letter  of  B.  F.  Garrett  to  the  New  Orleans  Times-Democrat,  snd 
know  that  the  statements  therein^that  the  Independents  of  the  county  opposed  Jsom 
Hill  in  the  Congressional  election  in  1882 ;  that  colored  Fusionists  were  bulldoied  by 
Independents  in  the  last  election ;  that  the  only  thing  done  to  prevent  men  from  rot- 
ing  was  by  the  Independents ;  that  every  man  voted  at  the  west  wud  in  Canton  tkst 
wanted  to— are  notoriously  untrue. 

Many  prominent  Democrats,  citizens  of  the  county,  pnblicly  declared  that  the  lul 
election  was  a  shameless  firaaa. 

(Signed)  A.  H.  BILBO. 


XIV. 

Statemmi  of  John  T.  HM. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Mtuftk  10, 18S4. 
Mt  Dbab  Sir  :  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  yon  were  indorsed  as  a  candidate  fiir 
district  attorney  by  party  conventions  in  three  counties.  By  the  Independent  snd 
Republican  convention  of  Madison  County,  July  16 ;  by  the  Independent  and  Bepab- 
lican  convention  of  Copiah  County,  August  11 ;  and  b^  the  People's  convention  of 
Hinds  County,  composed  of  Independents  and  Republicans,  September  10.  I  wm 
present  at  these  conventions  and  remember  them  as  being  unusually  large  and  entbmi- 
astio,  embracing  representative  men  of  their  respective  parties  thron^iout  the  coon- 
ties.  In  Yaxoo  County,  there  being  no  organisation  of  Republicans  or  Ind^endenti, 
no  convention  was  held. 

Very  tespeotftilly, 

^_. (8jP^)  "^^^Z'-SS^ 
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48th  Congress,  \  SENATE.  i  Bepobt 

Ui  Session.       (  )  No.  513. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  7,  ld84. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  HoAB,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bi]l  S.  608.] 

The  Committee  on  Claims j  to  whom  teas  referred  the  bill  {S.  608) /or  the  re- 
lief o/ J.  S.  Underhill,  have  carefully  considered  the  same,  and,  in  ao 
cordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  ofFebrtiary  7,  lb84,  report  as 
follows : 

That  they  have  referred  the  same  to  the  Coart  of  Claims  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  entitled  ^^Au  act  to  afford  assistance  and  relief  to 
Congress  and  the  Executive  Departments  in  the  investigation  of  claims 
and  demands  against  the  Government,''  approved  March  3, 1883. 
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48th  Congress,  >  SENATE.  i  Eepobi 

Itit  Session.       J  \  No.  514. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  7,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Sewell,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  578.] 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  to  whom  torn  referred  the  bill  {H,  B. 

578)  to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  Fort  Hays  military 

reservation^  Kansas^  have  considered  the  same^  and  respectfully  report : 
9 

The  bill  provides  for  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  the  military  reservation 
at  Fort  Uays,  Kansas,  not  to  exceed  160  acres,  and  the  metes  and 
bounds  to  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Ellis  County  Agri- 
cultural Society  of  Kansas,  and  call  attention  to  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Charles  H.  Morgan,  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  which  is  here  appended  and  made  a  part 
of  this  report: 

War  Department, 
Wa$hingU>fi  City^  March  6,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  Ist  nltimo, 
stating  that  yon  have  nnder  consideration,  as  a  subcommittee  on  Military  AjSairs,  H. 
B.  578y  Forty -eighth  Congress^  first  session,  a  bill  ''to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  certain 
portion  of  the  Fort  Hays  military  reservation,  Kansas,  to  Ellis  County  Agricultural 
Society  of  Kansas,''  and  requesting  the  views  of  the  Department  on  said  bul. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer at  Fort  Hays,  who  reports  thereon  as  follows : 

*'  The  tract  of  land  within  referred  to  lies  wholly  on  the  north  side  of  Big  Creek, 
the  post  and  almost  the  entire  resei-vation  being  on  the  south  side,  and  has  been  used 
by  the  Ellis  County  Agricultural  Society  of  Kansas,  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  per  letter  from  the  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army,  dated  Headquarters 
of  the  Armv,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  September  19, 1883,  for  the 
purposes  of  their  annual  fair. 

"  It  is  believed  that  there  can  be  no  objection  to  disposing  of  that  portion  of  the  res- 
ervation to  the  society  named,  provided  that  the  bounds  be  so  fixed  as  to  leave  to  the 
Government  the  entire  control  of  the  creek  at  that  point  and  of  the  timber  on  its  banks. 
The  tract  alluded  to  is  useful  for  no  other  purpose,  but  the  restrictions  named  are  con- 
sidered essential  to  the  interests  of  the  post.*' 

The  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  of  Fort  Hays  is  approved  by  the 
department  and  division  commanders,  by  Lieu  tenant-General  Sheridan,  and  also  by 
this  Department. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  Charles  H.  Morgan, 

0/  the  Committee  on  Military  Affaire^  House  of  RepreaentaHvee, 

From  the  views  herein  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  the 
land  referred  to  is  not  necessary  to  the  Government,  the  committee  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  bill.' 
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48th  CoNORESSy  \  SENATE.  i  Bbpobt 

IH  Session.      f  \  No.  515. 


IS  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


ICat  7, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  SewelL|  from  the  Oommittee  on  Military  Afhirs,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  ecoompany  H.  Bee.  179.] 

The  OammiUee  on  Military  AffairSy  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
(E.  Bes.  179)  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint 
from  the  sergeants  of  the  Signal  Corps  two  second  lieutenants j  have  con- 
sidered the  samCf  and  respectfully  report: 

That  the  following  letter  from  theChief  Signal  Officer  will  explain  the 
provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  which  are  approved  by  the  Secretary 
fWar: 

Signal  Otficb,  War  Depabtment, 

fFa$kingUm,  D.  C,  December  12,  1883. 
Dear  Sir:  During  the  spring  of  1H81,  when  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  recommended 
be  appoiDtment  of  two  sergeants  of  the  Signal  Corps  to  be  second  lieutenants,  qnes- 
ions  came  up  as  to  the  status  of  the  Sigual  Corps  in  its  relations  to  the  Army,  and, 
ending  the  settlement  of  that  question,  the  year  for  which  the  two  appointments 
rere  recommeuded  expired,  and  although  the  recommendation  was  finally  acted 
pon,  and  the  sergeants  appointed  by  the  terms  of  the  statute,  they  were  credited  to 
le  BQcceeding  year.  The  sergeants  of  the  Signal  Corps  therefore  lost,  without  the 
it«ntion  of  any  person,  two  appointments  to  the  grade  of  commissioned  officers. 
To  restore  wh%t  was  lost  to  those  men,  without  any  fault  on  their  part,  I  have  pro- 
osed  a  reeolution  which,  with  your  approval,  I  have  reason  to  believe  can  pass  in 
ongress,  and  I  have  therefore  to  respectfully  ask  that  you  give  it  your  assent  and 
pprovaL 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 
Brig,  and  Bvt.  Maj,  Gen%  CMtf  Signal  Officer,  U.  8,  A. 
Hon.  BoBT.  T.  Lincoln, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[Indonoment] 

Respectfiilly  returned.    After  consideration  of  the  statements  made,  the  Secretary 
War  has  no  objection  to  the  introduction  and  passage  of  the  Joint  resolution  sng- 
»ted  herein. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  TWEEDALE, 

Chitf  Clerk, 
War  Dbpartmbnt, 

December  lb,  1883. 

A  true  copy. 


February  25, 1884. 


LOUIS  CAZIABC, 
Firet  Lieutmtant,  Seesnd  Artillerg,  AcHng  Signal  Officer. 


The  committee  believe  that  the  Signal  Service  contains  among  its 
)n-commi88ioned  officers  veiy  many  men  deserving  and  meritorious 
ho,  having  entered  the  service  in  view  of  the  promotion  held  out  by 
e  present  law,  should  not  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  its  provisions 
r  the  failure  to  commission  two  of  their  number  for  the  year  1881,  and 
erefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  7, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Oahebon^  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Claims,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  588.] 

Tke  dmmittee  on  OUUnutj  to  whom  was  referred  the  biU  {8.  588)  for  the 
relief  of  the  estate  ofLucien  Ooyauxy  have  considered  the  same^  and  re- 
spectfully report  • 

In  August,  1862,  Lucien  Goyaux  resided  at  Baton  Bouge,  La.,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  business  of  manufacturing  and  selling  saddles,  har- 
ness, and  other  goods  usually  kept  in  establishments  of  that  kind. 
Col.  Halbert  B.  Paine,  colonel  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  was 
at  that  time  in  command  at  Baton  Bouge.  Soon  after  the  battle  of 
August  6, 1862,  at  Baton  Bouge,  Col.  Halbert  E.  Paine,  by  Special  Or- 
der No.  5, 1862.  directed  Maj.  Frederick  Frye,  of  the  Ninth  Connecticut 
Infantry,  to  collect  horses  and  equipments  to  mount  patrols  detailed 
from  the  different  regiments,  and  to  take  possession  of  such  property  as 
was  necessary  for  that  purpose  and  for  the  supplying  of  ambulances 
and  transportation  teams. 

Under  and  in  pursuance  of  said  order,  Major  Frye,  on  the  12th  of 
August,  1862,  took  possession  of  Mr.  Goyaux's  store  and  his  stock  of 
saddles,  harness,  &c,  contained  therein. 

On  ttie  6th  of  October,  1862,  a  board  of  survey,  constituted  under 
Special  Order  No.  45  of  the  Department  of  the  Government  of  the  Gulf, 
consisting  of  Col.  H.  E.  Paine,  Fourth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Lieut.  CoL 
O.  W.  Lull,  Eighth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  and  Capt.  William  Boy, 
Twenty-first  Indiana  Volunteers,  was  appointed,  by  order  of  General  T. 
W.  Sherman,  and  directed  to  assemble  at  Camp  Parapet  on  Thursday, 
October  6, 1862,  at  10  o^clock  a.  m.,to  take  proof,  appraise,  and  report  upon 
the  stock  of  harness,  &c.,  belonging  to  L.  Goyaux,  alleged  to  have  been 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  by  order  of  the  com- 
manding officer.  This  board  assembled  pursuant  to  the  order,  and  on 
the  4ih  of  January,  1863,  reported  to  the  commanding  general  that 
they  had  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  had  taken  all  the 
testimony  offered  by  the  claimant  Goyaux,  as  well  as  the  testimony  pro- 
duced upon  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  appeared  from 
such  testimony  that  Goyaux  was  the  owner  of  the  stock  of  goods,  and 
that  he  was  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  they  recommended  the  pay- 
ment of  $1,845,  the  value  of  the  goods  taken  and  used  by  the  Army. 
This  allowance  was  approved  by  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  command- 
ing. 

Subsequently,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1863,  the  matter  was  again  inres- 
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tfgat^d  by  a  court  of  inquiry  under  Special  Order  Ko.  6.    This  conrt 
recommended  that  the  claimant  should  be  paid  the  sum  of  $1,545. 
The  following  are  the  items  allowed  the  claimant  by  the  two  boards: 

11  sets  of  haniess |3S0  00 

30  saddles , 400  00 

72  bridles,  girths,  and  saroingles 150  00 

160  whips 10000 

Saddlery  hardware 250  00 

13  saddlebags 5U  00 

51  collars 75  00 

1  wagon 60  CO 

1  dray 60  00 

3  bales  of  moss,  taken  and  used  for  hospital  pniposes.. 50  00 

Total 1,545  00 

In  1863  Goyaux  presented  Ids  claim  to  the  War  Department  for  pay- 
ment. It  was  investigated,  and  on  the  23d  of  September,  1863,  Chaanoey 
Smith,  the  Solicitor  of  the  War  Department,  made  a  decision  thereon. 
He  states  as  follows : 


Upon  the  ohtim  of  Lncien  GoyanXy  I  have  the  honor  to  report  thai  in  my  <. 

the  loyalty  of  the  claimant  is  fully  established,  and  that  he  is  Justly  entitled  tea  part, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  the  claim,  but  there  is  no  appropriation  out  of  which  he  esa  be 
paid  by  the  Department. 

Ooyauz  died  November  20, 1871.  He  was  a  native  of  France,  and  it 
appears  that  his  widow  and  children  did  not  know  that  he  had  ever  be- 
come a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  The  widow  and  children  of  Goyaux 
caused  the  claim  to  be  presented  to  the  French  and  American  Chums 
Commission,  but  upon  investigation  it  was  discovered  that  Ooyaux  had 
become  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  1857,  and,  conse- 
quently, he  being  an  American  citizen,  the  French  and  American  Claims 
Commission  could  not  adjudicate  the  claim.  The  claim  was  cognizable 
before  the  Southern  Claims  Commission,  but  Gk>yaux  died  a  few  months 
after  this  commission  was  established,  and  it  is  satisfactorily  shown  that 
his  legal  repriesentatives  had  no  knowledge  whatever  that  the  claim 
could  be  considered  by  the  Southern  Claims  Commission  until  long  after 
that  commission  expired  by  limitation  of  law. 

The  original  claimant,  Goyaux,  was  diligent  in  asserting  his  daim. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  property  hereinbefore  described  waa  taken 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  Colonel  Paine,  the  commanding  officer ;  tiiat  it 
was  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  Army,  and  that  it  was  actually  used  by 
the  Army.    We  are  also  satisfied  that  it  was  of  the  value  of  |ly545. 

We  therefore  report  back  said  bill,  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 
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May  7, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompaDy  bills  S.  1391  and  2166.1 

The  Committee  on  Claims^  to  whom  were  referred  bills  8. 1391  and  2166, 

respectfully  report: 

This  claim  was  originally  presented  to  the  accounting  officer  of  the 
Treasury  Department  for  allowance  under  section  2,  of  the  act  of  March 
3, 1849.  The  history  of  the  claim  is  fully  stated  in  the  following  report 
from  this  committee  in  the  Forty-seventh  Congress : 

The  claim  of  Richard  H.  Porter  and  James  Porter  is  for  iudemnity  for  property 
impressed  by  order  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  in  command  of  the  Utah  expedition  of 
1857. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1861,  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Tre«a»7  «tta<lo  the  following 
Award  in  favor  of  the  claimants : 

Trbasurv  Department, 

t^IRP  AUPlTOR'd  OlTIOR, 

May  10,  1861. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  X  l84d,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,"  and  of  an  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  dated  April 
25,  1861,  it  is  adjudged  that  there  is  due  from  the  United  States  to  James  and  Richard 
U.  Porter,  fur  property  impressed  by  order  of  Colonel  Johnston,  then  in  command  of 
the  United  States  forces  en  route  for  Utah,  and  lost  by  them  in  the  fall  of  1857,  while 
transporting  soods  from  Atchison,  Kansas  Territory,  to  Camp  Scott,  Utah  Territory, 
and  while  said  property  was  in  the  service  aforesaid,  as  follows:  one  hundred  and 
seventy  head  of  cuttle,  at  $55  per  head,  |9,350 ;  live  horses  and  mules,  at  $150  each, 
$750 ;  and  this  sum,  $10,100,  is  payable  to  the  claimants  present. 

R.  J.  ATKINSON, 

Third  AudiUyr. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  upon  which  this  award 
was  based,  was  given  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  the  Third  Auditor,  referred  to  him  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  to  whether  the  claim  came  within  the  provisions  oif 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1849,  entitled,  ^' Au  act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,''  and  after  a  very  full  and  careful  couMideratiou  of  the  case  gave  his 
opinion  '^  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  be  paid  for  the  cattle,  mules,  horses,  and 
wagons  lost  or  destroy e<l  on  the  route  from  South  Pass,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1849.'' 

Said  award  passed  through  the  offices  of  the  First  Auditor  and  First  Comptroller, 
and  a  warrant  for  the  amount  was  prepared  for  the  signature  of  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary,  however,  being  in  doubt  whether  the  claim  really  came  within  the 
purview  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1849,  referred  the  matter  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  an  opinion  upon  that  question,  and  also  whether  the  award  of  the  Third  Au- 
ditor was  final.  ,  . 
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The  award  of  the  Third  Auditor  was  held  by  said  Solicitor,  Hon.  Edward  Jordan, 
to  be  final  in  the  sense  of  bt-iug  without  appeal,  and  could  not  be  eularged  or  dimin- 
ished, but  the  Sfcretary  declined  to  sign  tne  warrant  on  the  ground  that  in  his  opin- 
ion  the  claimants  were  not  entitled  to  ouipensatiou  under  existing  laws  to  the  ex- 
tent of  their  claim,  nor  compensation  for  damages  resulting  directly  or  indirectly 
from  the  older  of  Colonel  Johnston,  and  that  the  action  of  the  T^ird  Auditor  did  not 
place  the  case  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Secretar^\ 

On  the  16th  of  April,  18W,  the  Third  Auditor,  having  reconsidered  the  case,  made 
a  second  awanl  in  lieu  of  the  award  dated  May  10,  IcjH2,  for  five  mules  and  two  horses, 
at  |15(l  each,  $750,  which  amount  was  paid  to  the  claimants,  and  the  award  of  May 
10,  18til,  was  returned  to  tbe  Third  Auditor  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Subsequently  a  demand  was  made  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  award  of 
May  10,  1«61,  and  on  the  yth  of  March  and  8th  of  July.  I8ti5,  the  Third  Auditor,  Hon. 
John  Wilson,  gave  a  decision  and  report  against  the  cluim. 

The  matter  being  again  brought  l)efor»  the  8e«  retarv  of  the  Treasury,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Department  for  report,  and,  under  date  of  June  30,  iJSffi. 
he  reviewed  the  eabe  at  length  and  affirmed  his  former  opinion,  that  the  original 
awanl  of  the  Third  Auditor  was  final,  and  that  it  had  *'not  been  in  any  manner  dis- 
charged or  invalidated  by  any  MubHe<]ueut  acticm,  except  by  the  satisfaction  thereof 
in  part  by  the  payment  thereon  of  the  sum  «)f  ^Trrf),  paid  in  pursuance  uf  the  second 
award,  but  that  the  same,  as  to  the  residue  thereof,  reumius  in  law  a  subsisting  and 
valid  award." 

This  opinion  was  concurred  in  by  Hon. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  lw69,  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  was  asked  by 
the  Secretary-  on  the  question  whether  the  award  made  by  the  Third  Auditor  in  the 
case  on  the  10th  of  May,  18(51,  was  still  in  full  force,  and  also  whether  any  additional 
payment  on  the  claim  should  be  made ;  and  Hon.  E.  R.  Hoar,  Attorney  General,  on 
the  27th  of  March,  1869,  replied  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  award  referred  to  was  no 
longer  in  force  :  and  further,  that  under  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  July  28»  1866, 
the  approval  oi  the  Second  Comptroller,  as  well  as  the  Auditor,  was  necessary. 

It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  question  did  not  receive  the  careful  attention 
that  it  deserved,  as,  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  28,  1866,  the  Third  Audi- 
tor, under  the  act  of  March  3,  184U,  was  the  sole  judge,  and  if  the  first  award  of  the 
Third  Auditor  was  not  valid  and  in  force,  then  the  subsequent  adverse  decisicm  of 
Auditor  Wilson,  given  July  8,  1865,  concluded  the  case. 

The  case  was  again  called  up  l>efore  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Hon.  William 
A.  Richardson,  and  referred  by  him  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  Hon.  E.  A.  B&n- 
field,  for  an  opinion  as  to  wheth»-r  the  award  of  the  Third  Auditor,  dated  May  10, 
1861,  still  constituted  a  valid  claim  against  the  Government,  and  he  rendered  an  ad- 
verse opinion  on  the  22d  of  November,  1873,  which  opinion  was  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  1874,  Hon.  B.  H.  Bristow,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treiksary, 
asked  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Department,  Hon.  Bluford  Wilson,  as  to 
whether  the  action  of  his  predecessor  of  November  22,  1873,  was  conclusive,  and 
whether  the  claimants  were  estopped,  by  their  acceptance  of  the  second  award  of 
(750,  in  reply  to  which  the  Solicitor  replied  that  thd  Secretary  had  no  power  to  act 
in  view  of  the  decision  of  Mr.  Chase,  and  that  the  second  award  was  final. 

Finally,  on  the  18th  of  November,  Hon.  J.  M.  Brodbead,  in  response  to  an  inquiry 
whether  any  objections  would  be  interposed  to  the  petition  of  the  claimants  for  a  ref- 
erence of  the  case  again  to  the  Attorney-General  for  an  opinion,  stated  |*that  the 
question  as  to  the  validity  and  binding  force  of  the  first  awanl  of  the  Auditor  being 
one  purely  of  law,  and  evidently  not  very  fully  considered  in  the  opinion  of  Attomey-Gmeral 
Moavj  the  o]>inion  of  the  highest  law  officer  of  the  Grovemmont  wtmld  seem  to  be 
proper."  The  Secretary,  however,  declined  to  refer  the  inatter  to  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral as  suggested.  ' 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  case  has  been  considered  by  the  8uc<;essive  officers  of 
the  Treasury  Department  with  varying  results,  thouch  the  main  question  that  haa 
been  passed  upon  has  been  the  finality  of  the  award  orMay  10, 1861,  and  on  this  point 
the  law  advisers  of  the  Department  have  been  divided. 

The  question  originally  submitted  to  the  Attorney-General  was  as  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  act  of  March  3,  1849,  and  whether  or  not  the  proj^erty  claimed  was  im- 
pressed into  and  actually  emploved  in  thfe  military  service  of  the  United  States  within 
the  meaning  of  said  act,  and  tne  Third  Auditor,  being  advised  that  so  much  of  the 
claimant's  property  as  was  impressed  by  order  of  Colonel  Johnston  and  lost  by  them 
in  the  full  of  1857,  while  said  property  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  came 
within  said  act,  be  proceeded  to  make  his  award  from  the  facts  of  the  c-ase.  That  is, 
acting  upon  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  the  Auditor  allowed  for  so  much  of 
the  claimant's  property  as  was  impressed  and  lost  as  stated,  and  made  an  award  fee 
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$10,100,  nmoontlDg  to  about  one-third  of  the  damage  alleged  to  have  been  sustained 
by  the  claimants,  and  made  no  allowance  whatever  for  the  balance. 

Under  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1849,  the  award  of  the  Third  Auditor 
was  final.  The  claimants  were  entitled  to  the  amount  thereof  *^  upon  the  production 
of  a  copy  thereof  certified  by  said  Auditor  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States"  (9 
8tat.,  415). 

When  the  award  was  made  by  the  Third  Auditor  under  said  act,  it  became  bindinsp 
on  all  the  Departments  of  the  Government,  and  could  not  be  set  aside  or  impeacheu 
except  for  fraud,  corruption,  or  ^oss  error,  which  does  not  appear  in  the  case. 

The  second  award  made  by  the  Third  Auditor,  R.  J.  Atkinson,  April  16, 1864,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  claimants  under  protest,  and  cannot  affect  their  rights  under  the  first 
award,  ei^cept  that  it  stands  as' a  part  payment  on  account  of  same. 

This  award  was  made  for  the  mules  and  horses  impressed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  the  first  award  including  these,  and  also  the  claimants'  cattle  killed 
aod  used  by  the  Army,  and  lost  while  under  the  control  of  Colonel  Johnston. 

The  papers  in  the  case  show  that  Secretary  Chase  would  not  have  declined  to  sign 
the  warrant  drawn  in  conformity  with  the  award  of  May  10,  1861,  if  he  had  supposed 
the  opinion  of  the  Third  Auditor  expressed  his  own  Judgment  uncontrolled  Dy  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney-General ;  but  as  the  Auditor  was  only  guided  by  the  Attor- 
ney-General in  regard  to  the  law  ^oveiiiing  the  case,  and  not  as  to  facts  or  the  amount 
of  damage  suffered  by  the  complainants,  it  does  not  appear  to  detract  from  the  valid- 
ity of  said  award. 

The  award  appears  to  the  committee  to  have  been  made  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1849,  voL  9,  Statutes  at  Large,  sec.  2,  page  415 ;  and  as 
the  proof  was  conclusive  as  to  the  taking  of  the  property  by  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  circumtitances  that  appear  to  have  justified  such  taking,  and  the  Govern- 
ment having  received  the  benefit  thereof  in  1857,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  proper  to  compel 
the  claimants  to  go  into  court  to  establish  the  validity  of  their  claim. 

This  committee  concur  in  the  conclusions  reached  in  the  foregoing 
report,  that  there  was  a  sufficient  impressment  of  the  property  within 
the  act  of  March  3, 1849,  and  that  the  first  award  of  the  Third  Auditor, 
under  the  said  act,  was  final  and  bindiug  on  the  Government. 

In  view,  however,  of  the  complications  of  law  and  fact  connected  with 
this  claim  the  committee  report  back  an  original  bill,  and  recommend 
that  it  do  pass. 

O 
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m  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  7,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Glaims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  iMSCompaDy  bill  S.  1411.] 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {8. 1411)  for  the 
relief  of  Santiago  de  Leon,  having  examined  the  same,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

The  facts  of  this  case  on  which  relief  is  sought  are  fully  and  correctly- 
set  forth  in  House  Report  No.  84,  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and 
your  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  adopt  said 
Hons  report,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  oh  War  Claime^  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  hill  (H,  R,  1724) /or  the  relief  of 
Santiago  de  Leon,  submit  the  following  report : 

The  facts  ont  of  which  this  claim  for  relief  arisee  will  be  found  stated  Id  House  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  War  CiaimSi  No.  1387,  second  session  Forty-sixth  Congress^ 
a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended. 

Your  committee  adopt  the  said  report  as  their  own,  and  report  back  the  bill  and 
recommend  itM  passage. 

(House  Keport  No.  1387,  Forty-aixth  Congress,  second  session.] 

The  Committee  on  War  Claims,  to  whom  the  bill  (J7.  M,  2307) /or  the  relief  of  Santiago  de 
Leon,  of  Victoria  County,  Texas,  teas  referred,  submit  the  following  report: 

The  facts  in  this  case,  as  established  by  the  evidence,  are  substantially  as  foUows : 

Santiago  de  Leon  was  a  citizen  of  Victoria  County,  in  the  State  of  Texas.  On  May 
31, 1865,  be  owned  and  bad  in  his  possession  at  Brownsville,  Cameron  County,  Texas, 
3  wagons,  28  mules,  2  horses,  and  tW  sets  of  wagon -harness,  used  by  him  in  his  busi- 
ness of  teaming,  by  which  he  supported  himself  and  family,  and  on  that  day  said 
Property  was  seized  and  taken  from  him  by  Capt.  F.  E.  Lombar,  as  acting  United 
tates  quartermaster,  for  the  use  of  the  Federal  Army.  June  9, 1865,  De  Leon  addressed 
a  letter  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown,  then  commanding  at  Brownsville,  relative  to  the 
seizure  of  his  property,  which  letter  was,  by  General  Brown,  referred  to  Major  Hud- 
son for  an  investigation  of  the  claim.  Major  Hudson,  after  an  investigation,  reported 
to  General  Brown  and  recommended  payment  by  the  Quartermasters  Department. 
Very  soon  thereafter  the  quartermaster  returned  to  De  Leon  3  wagons  and  12  sets  of 
harness. 

October  9,  1865,  De  Leon's  brother  and  agent  addressed  another  letter  to  Mai. 
Gen.  F.  Steele,  then  commanding  at  BrownsviUe,  who  referred  the  matter  to  M%J.  O. 
O.  Potter,  chief  quartermaster  firestem  district  of  Texas,  who  recommended  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claim  and  directed  the  quartermaster  to  give  vouchers  therefor. 

December  14, 1865,  General  Weitzel,  having  succeeded  General  Steele,  indorsed  the 
claim  and  directed  General  Wright,  at  Galveston,  to  have  the  same  paid  in  full. 

Copies  of  the  correspondence,  indorsements,  and  orders  relative  to  the  claim  are 
made  »  part  of  this  report  as  an  appendix  thereto.  , 
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2  SANTIAQO  DE   LEON. 

The  olftim  is  for— 

18  work-mulee,  at  $90 #8,580  00 

2  large  work-horses 190  00 

16  sets  wagon-harness 288  00 

Total 2.988  00 

The  f:ict  that  the  property  was  appropriated  to  the  nse  of  the  Federal  Army  is  folly 
-established,  as  is  also  the  val  ae  thereof,  as  claimed.  Generals  Brown,  8t«e]e,  aud  Weit- 
eel  seem  to  have  been  convinced  of  De  Leon's  loyalty,  or  ihey  wonid  not  sevenlly 
have  recommended  and  nrged  the  nayment  of  bis  claim.  Besides  this,  there  is  other 
and  ample  proof  of  the  fact  of  loyalty. 

It  seems  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Government,  as  expressed  by  the  offices 
labove  mentioned,  to  pay  De  Leon  for  this  property  taken,  bat  in  consequence  of  the 
•change  of  officers,  or  some  negligence  or  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  qaartermM- 
4er,  or  other  reason  not  fully  explained,  payment  was  not  secnred. 

De  Leon  seems  to  have  been  guilty  of  no  neglect  in  presenting  aud  prosecuting  his 
claim.  After  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  the  Quartermaster's  Department  had  not  juris- 
diction of  it.  and  until  the  creation  of  the  Commissioners  of  Claims  by  the  set  of 
March  3,  1H71,  the  claimant  could  onl^  resort  to  Congress. 

A  bill  was  introduced  for  bis  relief  in  May,  1870,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo 
Claims,  who  never  n^ported  thereon.  In  each  subsequent  Congress  a  bill  was  intzo> 
duced  aud  referred,  but  seems  never  to  have  been  reached  and  reported  until  in  tbe 
Forty-fit^h  Congress  the  Committee  on  War  Claims  reported  in  favor  of  the  iJlovaoee 
of  the  claim,  llie  bill  reported  by  them  was  placed  upon  the  Cidendar,  batoefer 
reached.     The  report  of  that  committee  is  referred  to. 

It  seems  to  th«^  committee  that  upon  the  facts  stated  this  claim  should  be  allowed, 
aud  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  bill. 


Appbndix. 

Letter  of  June  9,  1865,  from  De  Leon  to  General  Brown. 

•  •  *  I  therefore  beg  of  you  to  have  my  property  returned,  or,  if  the  Govenunen* 
should  need  the  aforesaid  property,  to  order  payment  of  the  same,  as  this  is  all  I  por 
sess  to  make  an  honest  living  for  my  family. 

Thereon  are  the  following  indorsements : 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Brownevilhj  Tex,,  June  10.  IdSu 
Respectfully  referred  to  Mi^or  Hudson  for  investigation  and  report. 
By  order  of  £.  B.  Brown,  brigadier-general  commanding. 

J.  B.  RUST, 
Acting  Aseietant  AdjutemtOeeereL 

Office  Abandoned  Property, 

Browneville,  I>x,,  June  17, 1865. 
Respectfully  returned.    The  evidence  produced  by  Mr.  De  Leon  proves  the  witWa 
property  (28  mules  and  2  horses)  to  have  been  his  property  as  claimed,  and  that  it 
passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

The  claimant  has  been  engaged  in  hauling  cotton  ;  a  portion  of  the  time  he  states 
he  was  compelled  to  work  in  Confederate  €k>vernmeut  emplov.  He  is  a  citizen  of  tbe 
United  States. 

I  recommend  that  Quartermaster's  Department  be  directed  to  pay  for  the  witiiia 
property. 

J.  K.  HUDSON, 
Major  Sixtif-eeeond  United  States  Colored  Troops, 

In  charge  abandoned  pn^ert§. 

Whereupon  on  same  day,  viz,  June  17,  1865,  General  Brown  instructed  Captain 
Lombar  to  give  claimant  vouchers  for  his  property,  or  ritnm  it,  neither  of  whidi 
was  done. 

On  December  14,  1865,  M%j.  Gen.  G.  Weitzel,  having  succeeded  General  Steele  ia 
the  command  of  the  District  of  the  Rio  Grande,  in  referring  to  the  papers  in  the  at^ 
certified  as  follows: 

"These  papers  were  turned  over  io  me  by  Mai.  Gen.  F.  Steele,  on  the  day  of  his  de- 
parture. General  Steele  and  myself  were  both  fully  of  the  opinion  that  these  anioal* 
should  be  paid  for  in  full,  and  1  would  again  recommend  that  it  be  done." 
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SANTIAGO   DE   LEON.  3 

And  on  same  day  he  inclosed  to  General  Wright,  at  Galveston,  said  certificate  in  an 
official  oommnnicatiou,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Brownsville,  Tex.,  December  14, 1665. 
Gekbral  :  The  bearer  is  Patricio  de  Leon,  brother  of  Santiago  de  Leon,  the  claim- 
ant for  28  mnles  and  2  hor^,  nnjnstly  and  illegality  taken  from  hiro  by  Generid  Brown's 
iroops.  He  ought  to  be  paid  in  full.  Mr.  Patricio  de  Leon  is  acting  with  full  power 
of  attorney  for  his  brother.  I  wish  you  would  designate  some  way  in  which  the 
matter  can  be  settled. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major-Qemeralf  Cknumanding, 
Kaj.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright, 

Commanding  Department  of  Texae,  OalveeUnif  Tex. 
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1«(  SesaUm.      ]  \  No.  6I9. 


m  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  7, 1884.— Ordered  to  b«  printed. 


Mr.  HoAB,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Glaiins,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  1774.] 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {S.  1774)  for 
the  relief  of  William  Tabb,  have  considered  tlie  same,  and  respectfully 
report: 

This  is  a  claim  for  property  alleged  to  have  been  taken  from  the  claim- 
ant, in  part  in  May,  1863,  by  forces  under  the  command  of  Genei-al  Jo- 
seph Hooker,  and  in  part  in  May,  1864,  by  forces  under  command  of 
Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  It  appears  from  the  evidence  on  file  that  the 
claimant  was  born  in  England ;  that  he  came  to  this  country  in  1848, 
and  has  since  resided  in  Spottsylvania  County,  Virginia ;  that  in  1866  he 
declared  in  one  of  the  courts  in  said  State  his  intention  to  become  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  and  to  renounce  all  allegiance  to  foreign  powers, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law }  that  in  1870  he  took  his  final  oath  and 
received  his  naturalization  papers. 

On  the  16th  day  of  September,  1872,  he  presented  his  claim  to  the 
Southern  Claims  Commission.  The  ridports  of  that  Commission  show 
that  the  claim  was  never  prosecuted  before  them.  The  claimant  alleges 
that  he  did  not  prosecute  his  claim  before  that  Commission  because  in- 
formed by  his  counsel,  after  having  presented  his  claim,  that  the  Com- 
mission had  said  that  they  would  not  take  jurisdiction  of  the  cause, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  claimant  was  not,  at  the  time  of  the  taking 
of  the  property,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  The  claimant  further 
alleges  that  his  counsel  informed  him  that  the  Commission  advised  a 
petition  to  Congress. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts  the  claimant  made  a  petition  to  Congress  in 
1874,  that  being  two  years  after  he  had  filed  his  petition  before  the 
Southern  Claims  Commission. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  claimant's  loyalty,  it  being  es- 
tablished by  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses,  including  his  neighbors 
and  Union  soldiers.  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that,  so  far  as 
the  character  of  the  claimant  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  which  should 
deprive  him  of  relief  from  Congress.  The  Southern  Claims  Commission 
held  that  they  had  no  jurisdiction  because  the  claimant  was  not  a  full 
citizen  in  every  sense  of  the  word;  but  he  surely  was  so  far  a  citizen 
a«  to  entitle  him  to  protection  of  his  rights  of  property  from  this  Gov- 
ernment. The  oath  declaring  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  was  an  act  of  expatriation,  after  which  he  could  not  claim 
redress  through  the  British  Government.  Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


2  WILLFAM  TABB. 

'  The  claim  is  for  qaartermaster  and  commissary  supplies  taken  to  the 
value  of  12,149,75.  No  vonchers  were  given  by  the  officers  taking  the 
property,  which  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  Mr.  Tabb  and  hiB  fiunily 
were  sick  at  the  times  with  diphtheria.  There  is  evidence  showing  that 
on  one  of  the  occasions  two  of  Mr.  Tabb's  children  were  lying  dead  in 
his  house  with  that  disease.  But  there  is  other  satisflEu^tory  proof  that 
prox>erty  belonging  to  the  claimant,  of  the  amount  and  value  sdleged^ 
was  taken  for  tiie  use  of  the  Army. 

A  favorable  report  in  the  case  was  made  in  the  second  session  of  Ae 
Forty  fourth  Congress,  recommending  that  the  Southern  Claims  Com- 
mission be  given  jurisdiction  of  the  claim.  Since  that  Commission 
ceased  to  exist,  it  has  been  the  usual  way  in  such  cases  to  recommeod 
the  passage  of  a  bill  authorizing  the  Quartermaster-Oeneral  to  examine 
the  claim  and  report  to  Congress  the  facts.  This  claim,  however,  is  for 
a  small  sum,  and  the  proof  .as  to  the  amount  and  value  of  the  propertj 
taken  is  very  satisfEKstory.  Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that 
the  bill  pass. 
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Ut  Session.      §  \  No.  520, 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  7,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  HOAB,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  sabmitted  the  following 

REPOET: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2167.] 

The  Committee  on  Claims Ao  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  W.  J.  Han* 
cocky  administrator  of  J.  J,  Pulliamj  decea^edj  ashing  compensation  for 
property  taken  and  used  by  the  United  States  Army  during  the  late  war^ 
have  considered  the  same^  and  respectfully  report: 

The  original  claim  of  Mr.  Palliam  against  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment belonged  to  that  class  which,  by  the  act  of  June  16, 1874,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  at  the  commencement  of 
each  session  of  Congress  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
who  should  lay  the  same  before  Congress  for  consideration. 

On  the  10th  day  of  January,  1882,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
compliance  with  the  act  referred  to,  transmitted  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  lists  of  1,359  claims,  of  which  Mr.  Pulliam's 
claim  was  one.   By  the  act  of  May  1, 1882^  all  these  claims  were  allowed. 

The  committee,  in  its  report  on  the  bill  for  the  allowance  of  these 
claims,  make  the  following  statement  about  Mr.  Pulliam's  claim : 

John  J.  Palliam,  of  Fayette  Coanty,  Tennessee,  is  allowed  in  this  bUl  the  snm  of 
$1,223.  We  are  satisfied  that  Mr.  Palliam  oaght  to  have  been  awarded  a  larger  snm 
by  the  acconnting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  bat  yonr  committee  do  not  feel  jnstifled  in 
delavlng  the  passage  of  this  bill  by  amending  it,  even  for  the  porpose  of  doing  Jostioe 
to  Mr.  PnlUam. 

If  Btfr.  Palliam  hereafter  makes  a  claim  for  the  balance  eqnitably  due  him,  and  snoh 
olaim  is  referred  to  your  committee,  as  we  now  nnderstand  the  matter,  we  will  favor 
the  payment  to  him  of  some  additional  amount. 

The  petition  now  before  this  committee  prays  that  the  proper  account- 
ing  officers  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  re-examine  and  settle  this 
claim.  Your  committee  are  still  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Pulliam  has  not 
received  frt)m  the  Oovemment  the  full  amount  that  he  is  entitled  to,  and 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  bill. 
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l9t  Session.       i  \  No.  521. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  7, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


lb;  OBOBaSy  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  8.  2166.] 

The  Committe  on  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  bill  8. 2168,  have  examined 
the  same^  and  find  and  report  the  following  facts : 

That  in  1863  the  United  States  forces,  at  and  near  Natchez,  Miss., 
took  from  plantations  of  Ayres  P.  Merrill,  deceased,  the  testator  of 
claimants,  a  large  amount  of  commissary  and  quartermaster  supplies. 
The  proof  has  been  made  by  the  affidavit  of  a  large  number  of  colored 
witnesses,  who  were  the  slaves  of  said  Merrill.  Some  of  these  planta- 
tions were  situated  in  Mississippi  and  some  in  Louisiana,  all  being  near 
the  city  of  Natchez.  The  proof  is  not  of  a  very  satisfactory  character  as 
to  the  amount.  It  is  also  singular  that  no  vouchers  were  given,  as 
Ayres  P.  Merrill  was  a  man  of  known  loyalty,  possessing  the  confidence 
of  General  Grant,  General  Gresham,  General  Smith,  General  Crocker, 
General  Eansom,  and  Commodore  Greer,  as  shown  by  letters  of  all 
these  to  him,  written  about  the  time  the  supplies  were  taken.  It  seems 
certain,  however,  that  a  considerable  amount  of  supplies  was  received 
and  used  by  the  United  States  Army. 

Ayres  P.  Merrill  died  several  years  ago.  He  was  a  very  old  and  in- 
firm man  for  several  years  prior  to  his  death,  paying  little  attention  to 
business. 

It  is  possible  that  some,  if  not  all,  these  supplies  have  been  paid  for, 
but  if  so,  the  vouchers  will  be  found  in  the  proper  Department 

Under  all  the  circumstances  the  committee  deem  it  proper »  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  a  bill  referring  the  claim  to  the  QuartShnaster- 
General,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  and  ascertain  the  full  amount 
of  supplies  so  t^ken  and  used  by  the  United  States  Army,  and  tor  ascer- 
tain what  amount,  if  any,  has  been  paid  on  the  same,  and  lijport  the 
facta  to  Congress. 
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48th  Congbess,  \  SENATE.  (  Rbpobt 

Ut  Session.       ]  \  No.  622. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  7,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  DoLPH,  from  the  Committee  oii  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Oeorge 
Brown  for  relief  respectfully  report: 

That  in  his  petition  the  petitioner  states  that  in  18G2  he  was  a  citizen 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Fauquier 
County  in  that  State;  that  sometime  in  the  year  1862  i)ortions  of  the 
United  States  troops,  under  Generals  Burnside  and  McClellan,'took  pos- 
session of  his  farm  and  camped  thereon  for  a  long  space  of  time,  using 
his  house  as  headquarters  from  time  to  time  as  they  saw  fit;  that  what- 
ever property  of  his  was  available  for  the  use  of  such  troops  was  taken 
and  used  by  them  without  pay  or  reward ;  that  he  was  wholly  ignorant 
of  the  requirements  and  usages  of  the  Army  under  such  circumstam^es, 
and  neither  asked  for  nor  received  any  receipt  or  voucher  for  the  prop- 
erty so  taken  and  used ;  that  it  was  generally  believed  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, and  he  fully  shared  in  such  belief,  that  when  the  United  States 
troops  took  and  used  the  property  of  persons  not  unfriendly  to  the 
Government  it  was  noted  on  the  Army  returns  and  reported  to  the 
quartermaster  or  commissary  departments,  and  that  he  did  not  know 
that  this  had  not  been  done  in  his  case  until  it  was  too  late  to  apply  for 
the  proper  vouchers  and  receipts. 

In  explanation  of  the  delay  in  presenting  his  claim  he  states  that  hav- 
ing ignorantly  omitted  to  procure  the  usual  vouchers  for  what  had  been 
taken  from  him  by  the  Army,  and  finding  that  it  had  not  been  reported 
to  the  Department,  he  supposed  he  had  lost  all  remedy  until  it  was  sug- 
gested to  him  that  Congress  would  hardly  insist  on  the  "  law  of  limita- 
tions." 

He  farther  states  that  at  the  time  his  property  was  so  taken  he  made 
a  memorandum  in  writing  of  the  same,  which  he  belives  to  be  correct, 
and  which  he  accordingly  submits. 

The  memorandum  is  as  follows  : 

George  Brawn^s  account  v$.  the  United  States, 

4, 000  bushels  wheat,  at  $1.50  per  bushel t5|000 

120  tons  straw,  at  |5  per  too 600 

60  acres  com  in  shock,  estimated  at  40  barrels  per  acre,  or  2,400  bushels 

com,  at  75  cents  per  bushel 1,800 

600  shocks  com  fodder 300 

1  yoke  of  oxen  and  cart 200 

3  sows,  $50  each 150 

1  Cray  mare,  $200;  1  bay  mare,  $150 350- 

1  bay  horse,  $200;  1  mare  and  2  horses,  at  $150  each 650 

30  fat  hogs,  at  $12  each 360 

200  or  more  fowls,  at  25  cents  each 50 

8, 000  fence  rails  used  for  fuel,  at  $8  per  1,000 640 
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AccompanyiDg  the  petition  is  what  parports  to  be  a  deposition  of  one 
Bobert  G.  McArtor,  the  material  part  of  which  is  as  follows:  In  answer 
to  the  following  question  :  ^<  What  amoant  of  grain  and  live  stock  had 
he  (the  petitioner)  on  hand  in  the  year  1862  f  "  he  answered — 

I  know  that  he  had  on  hand  three  years'  crops  of  wheat  in  stacks  and  ricks,  and 
ftom  a  memorandom  I  made  at  the  time  the  strain  was  taken,  which  I  hare  now  be- 
fore me.  I  estimated  the  quantity  at  4,000  onshels.  I  also  know  that  he  had  60 
acres  or  land  in  com,  uhich  would  make  from  6  to  8  barrels  per  acre,  which  I 
know  was  taken  by  the  United  States  troops.  As  to  the  live  stock,  I  know  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  stocK  was  on  the  farm  at  the  time  the  Army  encamped  on  it,  and  tlut 
when  the  Army  left  they  were  gone : 

1  gray  horse,  valued  at .    $200 

1  bay  mare,  valued  at 150 

30  head  of  fat  hogs,  estimated  at  150  pounds  each,  at  8  cents  per  pound 

200  fowls,  at  25  cents  each 

Straw  and  fodder,  estimated  at 400 

8,000  fence  rails,  at  5  cents 400 

1  large  yoke  of  oxen 300 

3  milk  cows,  at  «60 ^ 150 

1  horse,  taken  by  Major  Waite,  valued  at 200 

1  horse  and  2  mares,  taken  by  same 450 

Accompanying  the  petition  there  are  also  affidavits  of  several  persons 
tending  to  show  that  the  United  States  troops  in  considerable  numbere, 
about  the  time  stated  in  the  petition,  encamped  for  a  short  time  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  petitioner's  farm  and  used  portions  of  his  property. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  property  of  the  petitioner  was  taken  by  tie 
direction  or  under  the  authority  of  any  officer  of  the  Army.  For  all 
that  appears  such  taking  of  petitioner's  property  was  a  wanton  depre- 
dation by  the  troops,  for  which  the  Government  is  not  liable. 

Your  committee  also  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  testimony  is  insaf- 
ficient  from  which  to  make  a  safe  estimate  of  the  amount  and  value  of 
the  property  so  taken  and  used,  and  that  the  petitioner  has  not  satis- 
factorily explained  his  failure  for  nearly  twenty-two  years  to  make  a 
claim  for  relief. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  claim  be  not  allowed. 
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m  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  8,  1834.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Blaib,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  R.  4981.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill  {H.  B.  4981) 
granting  a  pension  to  Isabella  L  Bam^delly  have  considered  the  same, 
and  respectfully  report : 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
made  the  following  report,  at  the  present  session,  which  sets  forth^the 
principal  facts  in  this  case : 

The  committee  find,  from  the  petition  and  papers  filed  in  the  original  pension  claim, 
that  the  petitioner  is  the  widow  of  David  t>,  BamsdeU,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps  for  thirty-one  years  eleven  months  and  eleven  days,  who, 
having  been  discharged  the  service,  was  admitted  to  a  pension,  and  subsequently 
was  admitted  to  the  Naval  Asylum  at  Philadelphia,  as  a  beneficiary.  His  history 
wiU  appear  more  fully  from  the  f oUowing  letter,  grantiug  him  admission  to  the  insti- 
tution above  named. 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navt  Departbibnt, 

WcuihingUm,  D.  C,  October  14, 1876. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  application  of  the  12th  instant,  and  the  Fourth  Auditor  hav- 
ing verified  ^our  services  as  seaman  and  marine  thirty-one  years  eleven  months  and 
eleven  days  m  the  Navy,  a  permit  is  herewith  granted  for  your  admission  to  the  Naval 
A^lum  at  Philadelphia,  which  please  find  inclosed.  The  governor  of  the  asylum  has 
been  notified  accordingly,  and  upon  presenting  yourself  with  this  permit  and  the  de- 
livery of  your  pension  certificate  will  receive  you  as  a  beneficiary  of  the  institution. 
Inclosed  also  is  your  pension  certificate. 
Respectfully, 

J.C.HOWELL, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
David  D.Ramsdell, 
UfUied  State$  Marines. 

It  farther  appears  in  evidence  that  this  pensioner,  David  D.  Ramsdell,  died  in  the 
Naval  Asylum  hospital  at  Philadelphia  on  the  24th  day  of  September,  1877,  of  disease 
contracted  in  the  service. 

The  petitioner  has  minor  children  and  is  destitute. 

La  view  of  the  fact  that  the  pensioner,  David  D.  Ramsdell,  died  of  disease  caused 
by  the  service,  and  of  his  long  service  as  a  marine,  your  committee  believe  that  his 
widow,  Isabella  J.  Ramsdell,  is  a  proper  person  to  be  placed  on  the  pension-rolls. 

The  claim  was  rejected  by  the  Department  "  because  the  sailor  died 
out  of  the  service  subsequent  to  March  4, 1861,  of  disease  contracted 
prior  to  that  date,  and  there  is  no  provision  of  law  therefor.'' 

Year  committee  believe, 'as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  House  com- 
mittee made  during  the  Forty-sixth  Congress  *(;H.  R.  1189),  "  that  the 
cause  of  death  of  the  pensioner  was  laid  while  in  the  service,.and  tha|t 
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it  was  saperindnced  thereby.''  We  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  with  the  following  amendment:  Strike  oat  the  words '<  to 
date  from  September  twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven,"  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  lines,  and  insert  ^^  to  date  from  the  passage 
of  this  act"  Also,  amend  by  substituting  the  initial  letter  "  J  '^  for  the 
letter  <<  I "  in  the  name  of  the  applicant,  wherever  found. 
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m  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  8,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Blaib,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  sabmitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  S.  773.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referreA  the  bill  {8.  773)  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Mrs.  ^ady  Broumellj  have  examined  the  same^  and 
report: 

The  claimant,  Mrs.  Kady  Brownell,  was  enrolled  in  the  First  Begi- 
ment  of  Ehode  Island  Detached  Militia  April  17, 1861,  and  was  mas- 
tered ont  August  1, 1861.  It  also  appears  from  a  statement  by  G^en. 
A.  E.  Bumside  that  she  was  with  his  command  daring  the  campaign 
in  North  Carolina,  and  was  of  assistance  on  the  battlefield  of  New  Berne, 
and  in  the  hospitals  thereabout.  She  claims  to  have  been  wounded  in 
the  battle  of  Bull  Kun.  She  has  been  admitted  to  membership  in  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic. 

The  affidavit  of  Captain  Wheeler  of  Company  A,  Fifth  Battalion 
Ehode  Island  Yolanteers,  is  on  file,  and  shows  that  sne  was  the  wife  of 
Sergeant  Eobert  S.  Brownell,  and  attached  to  said  company ;  that  she 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  New  Berne,  N.  C,  and  conspicuous^  for 
bravery  in  carrying  a  flag  at  the  head  of  the  battalion — 

That  he  believes  she  saved  the  lives  of  many  Union  soldiers ;  that  a  report  came 
that  the  rebels  had  flanked  as,  and  were  moving  np  a  ravine  in  oar  rear^and  on  look- 
ing back  saw  a  regiment  clothed  in  gray  overcoats  and  slouched  hats.  The  command 
hM  been  given  to  face  by  the  rear  rank,  when  Kadv  BrowneU  rushed  forward  and 
cried  out,  "Don't  fire;  they  are  our  men."  But  for  this  a  New  Hampshire  regiment 
would  have  received  a  voUey,  and  many  men  must  have  been  kiUed. 

He  also  states  that  after  the  battle  she  was  untiring  in  her  efforts  for 
the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers — 

M%j.  John  D.  Terry  also  swears  to  her  services  in  North  Carolina, 
and  states  that  he  believes  her  to  have  been  wounded  at  the  first  battle 
of  Bull  Kun. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  in  this  case,  your  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  bill. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


48th  Congress,  >  SENATE.  (  Kepobt 

1st  Session.       f  (  No.  526. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  8,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Blaib,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  aocompany  bUls  S.  1923  and  H.  R.  5464.] 

The  Committee  on  Permons.  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {8. 1923)  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Clarissa  T.  MaieSj  report  as  follows: 

That  it  appears  from  a  communication  from  the  Oommissioner  of 
Pensions,  under  date  of  May  2, 1884,  that  the  claim  has  been  allowed 
under  the  general  law.  Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bill. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  8,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  aocompany  biU  S.  1940.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions^  to  ichom  was  referred  the  bill  {S.  1940)  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Thomas  Williams,  have  considered  the  same,  and  respect- 
fully report: 

The  claimant^  Thomas  Williams,  is  stated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions not  to  have  filed  any  application  in  his  ofKce,  and  the  only  proof 
of  service  is  the  following  statement  by  the  Adjutant-General,  under 
date  of  August  10, 1882 : 

It  appears  from  the  records  of  this  office  that  Thomas  Williams,  a  private  of 
Company  C»  Third  Begiment  United  States  Infantry,  enlisted  January  12, 1847,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  October  27,  1847,  at  the  City  of  Mexico,  on  acconnt  of 
disabiUty. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  his  present  condition  except  a  certificate  by 
B.  O.  Parsons,  passed  assistant  surgeon  United  States  Navy,  that  on 
March  24, 1884,  he  examined  Thomas  Williams  for  re-enlistment  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  "  and  found  him  physically  disqualified,  by  reason 
of  old  age,  defective  teeth,  old  hemorrhoids,  and  disease  of  the  heart, 
for  enlistment,  and  his  application  was  rejected." 

There  is  no  further  evidence  in  the  case,  and  nothing  to  show  that  his 
present  condition  is  in  any  way  attributable  to  his  service  at  any  time. 
Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  should  first  present  his  case  to 
the  Pension  Office,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 
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m  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  9,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Camden,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  aooompany  bill  H.  B.  3932.] 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {H.  B. 
3932)  for  the  relitf  of  James  M.  Thomas^  have  carefully  examined  the 
same  J  and  report: 

It  is  claimed  that  James  M.Thomas  was  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany O,  Second  Begiment  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry,  about  the  1st 
of  February,  1864,  but  was  never  mustered  into  the  service,  and  it  is 
farther  claimed  that  while  with  the  said  regiment  at  Clifton.  Tenn., 
on  or  about  the  16th  of  March,  1864,  said  Thomas  was  acciaentally 
shot^  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  soon  after,  before  having  been 
mustered  into  the  service,  and  his  name  does  not  appear  upon  tiie  rolls 
of  the  company. 

The  affidavit  of  the  captain  of  the  said  company,  A.  J.  Boberts,  states 
the  general  fact  that  the  said  Thomas  had  been  enlisted,  and  his  state- 
ment is  supported  by  the  affidavits  of  James  Diem,  Osborne  Walker, 
and  Hartwell  Baker,  but  there  is  a  noted  absence  of  particulars  in 
regard  to  the  enlistment  and  circumstances  of  the  death  of  the  said 
Thomas  in  the  petition  and  affidavits.  There  is  no  evidence  or  state- 
ment of  the  character  of  the  accident  or  under  what  circumstances  the 
wound  was  received,  and  the  evidence  of  enlistment  is  unsatisfactory. 

Tour  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  justify  the  passage  of  the  bill  by  Congress,  and  therefore  rec- 
ommend its  indefinite  pos^nement. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  XTNITED  STATES. 


Mat  9, 1684.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


]fr.  Oamdbn,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Military  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  bill  S.  1845.] 

Tke  Oommittee  onMUitary  Affaire^  to  wham  woe  referred  the  HU  {S.  1845) 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  set  apart  certain  lands  of  the  Fort 
Bidwell  Military  Reservation  for  cemetery  purposes^  report: 

Yoor  oommittee,  after  a  careftd  examination  of  the  bill  and  accom- 
panying papers,  report  the  same  favorably,  and  recommend  its  passage 
with  the  foUowing  amendments:  In  line  16,  after  the  word  ^<  soldiers," 
insert  the  words  ^^and  dvilian  employes'';  and  after  the  word  ^'Army," 
in  line  17,  the  words  ^*and  their  relations." 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  9, 1884.— Otdeied  to  be  printed. 


[r.  Oahdbn,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Military  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  3936.] 

lie  Committee  on  Military  Affaire^  to  whom  was  referred  the  hiU  {H.  B. 
3936) /or  the  relief  ojf  Benjamin  F.  Millard^  have  carefully  examined  the 
same  and  the  papers  therewith  stibmitM^  and  report : 

The  claimant,  B.  F.  Millard,  asks  compensation  for  services  alleged  to 
are  been  rendered  as  second  lieutenant,  of  the  Second  Begiment  Louisi- 
na  Cavalry,  from  January  15, 1864,  to  March  17, 1864. 

It  appears  from  the  papers  on  file  that  the  claimant  received  a  ^'  pro- 
isional  commission"  as  second  lieutenant  for  the  Second  Begiment 
louisiana  Cavalry,  dated  on  the  17th  of  December,  1863,  and  was  mus- 
dred  out  of  the  service  as  sergeant  of  Company  B,  Fourteenth  New  York 
'avalry,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1863,  and  was  mustered  into  the  serv- 
^  as  second  lieutenant  of  Company  E,  Second  Begiment  Louisiana 
lavalry,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1864.  The  claimant  was,  therefore,  mus- 
sred  out  of  the  service  as  sergeant  on  the  31st  of  December,  1863,  for 
iie  purpose  of  accepting  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant  in  a  regi- 
lent  which  was  not  completed,  and,  of  course,  with  a  knowledge  of  l^e 
\cta. 

It  api>ears  from  the  records  of  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  that  the 
laimant  was  mustered  into  the  service  as  second  lieutenant  of  Company 
'  on  the  same  day  that  the  company  was  mustered  into  service,  and  that 
e  could  not  have  been  mustered  into  service  any  sooner.  The  claim- 
Qt's  position  in  reference  to  the  company  was,  therefore,  the  same  as 
lat  of  all  the  other  officers  of  the  company  who  were  at  the  rendezvous 
f  the  said  company  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  into  service 
ith  the  company. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to 
tie  relief  asked  for  by  the  bill,  and,  especially,  that  it  would  be  unwise 
3  establish  a  precedent  that  would  apply  to  the  officers  of  all  companies, 
etween  the  dates  of  their  commission  and  the  time  of  the  mustering  in 
f  the  companies.  The  committee  therefore  report  adversely,  and  reo- 
mmend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  9.  18d4.--Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Van  Wyck,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
3838)  granting  a  pension  to  Theodore  C.  Hawkins,  have  examined  the 
same,  and  report  tbat  the  facts  in  this  case  are  correctly  reported  in  the 
following  report  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  second  session  Forty- 
sixth  Congress,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  Theodore  C, 
Hawkins  and  bill  H,  B.  4762,  having  ktut  the  same  under  consideration,  resptctfully  re- 
port: 

That  from  an  examination  of  the  eyidence  placed  before  your  committee,  we  find 
that  the  petitioner  was  a  private  in  Company  C,  Fourth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teers ;  that  he  was  discharged  after  three  years'  service  in  the  regiment ;  that  he 
was  subsequently  employed  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  was  in  the 
sftw-mill  construction  corps  at  Chattanooga  February  1,  1865 :  that  while  in  that 
service  he  received  au  injury  which  crippled  him  for  life,  and  forms  the  basis  of  his 
application  for  special  act  for  his  relief. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1865,  the  petitioner,  while  returning  fmm  Chattanooga, 
was  forced  to  take  a  seat  upon  an  open  flat-car,  being  forbidden  to  enter  the  passen- 
Rer-car  on  account  of  wearing  a  soldier's  uniform.  The  train  was  a  mixed  one,  con- 
sisting of  flat-cars,  box- cars,  and  one  flat  and  passenger  car,  and  was  loaded  with 
mules,  wagons,  and  soldiers.  While  passing  through  the  tunnel  at  Mission  Ridge  the 
alarm-whistle  was  blown,  and  the  petitioner,  having  been  a  railroad  employ^,  sprang 
to  tqe  brake  on  the  car  he  was  on,  but  in  doing  so  he  received  a  severe  contusion  upwn 
his  back,  which  knocked  him  senseless  from  the  car;  that  he  had  no  acquaintances 
upon  the  train,  but  was  taken  by  strangers  to  the  Government  employes'  hospital  at 
Ciiattauooga,  where  he  remained  for  fibont  six  weeks,  and  was  then  transferred  to 
general  hospital  No.  14,  at  Nashville,  remaining  thereabout  six  weeks,  and  was  thence 
returned  to  his  home  at  Sheboygan,  crippled  for  life. 

The  statement  of  petitioner,  as  given  above,  is  corroborated  by  ample  evidence, 
showing  the  manner  of  injury  to  be  as  he  alleges.  The  record  evidence  shows  that 
he  was  employed  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  that  he  was  treated  at  the 
general  hospital  for  contusions  of  the  back.  Medical  evidence  shows  that  he  has 
Been  treated  continuously  since  April,  1866,  for  curvature  of  the  spine  and  partial 
paralysis.  It  is  also  shown  by  medical  and  neighbors'  and  associates'  evidence  that 
ne  was  a  sound,  hearty  man  before  be  went  into  the  quartermaster's  service.  It  is 
also  shown  that  he  returned  to  his  home  disabled,  and  that  he  has  been  continuously 
disabled  ever  since. 

Your  committee,  after  a  thorough  examination  of  the  evidence,  which  is  over- 
whelming, find  that  while  the  petitioner  was  au  employ^  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  he  suffered  an  injury  from  a  blow  from  some 
unknown  force  which  injured  his  spine,  cansed  a  curvature  thereof,  produced  partial 
paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs,  and  crippled  him  for  life.  While  the  Pension  Office  has 
no  power  to  admit  the  petitioner  as  a  claimant  to  the  pension  rolls,  we  still  deem  him, 
in  view  of  numerous  precedents,  properly  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  provision  of 
the  pension  law,  and  therefore  advise  that  he  be  so  admitted,  and  report  upon  his 
Mtition,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Theodore  C. 
Hawkins. 

Id  which  recommeDdation  this  committee  fully  coDcar,  and  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  House  bill  383d. 
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48th  Gonobess,  >  SENATE.  (  Bepobt 

Ut  Session.       ]  \  No.  631. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Hat  9, 1684.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Yah  Wtck,  tcoiik  the  Oommittee  on  PensionSy  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

rXo  aoGompany  biU  H.  R.  4168.] 

The  Oommittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  B. 
4188)  granting  a  pension  to  William  W.  Day,  have  examined  the  same, 
and  reiK>rt  that  they  And  the  facts  correctly  reported  in  Honse  report 
No.  344,  first  session  Forty-eighth  Congress,  as  follows : 

[Houe  Report  No.  8U,  forty-eighth  CongroBi,  flrst  seMion.] 

The  Cammiiiee  on  InvaUd  PenHofu,  to  whom  wa$  rrfarred  ihehai(H.  B.  A18B)fortkerairf 
of  WaXxaim  W.  l>ay,  rospootfully  BulmU  ike  following  report: 

William  W.  Dav,  father  of  Comelins  V .  Day,  and  husband  of  Abbie  A.  Day,  deceased* 
asks  to  be  paid  tne  pension  granted  to  his  wife,  bat  of  which  she  leceiyed  no  part' 
owinff  to  her  death  oconrring  a  short  time  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  case  by  the 
Pension  Office.  The  son,  Cornelias  V .  Day,  died  of  disease  while  in  the  service  of  the 
GoTemment,  in  the  late  war,  at  Baton  Boafre,  La.  The  evidence  in  his  case  was 
deemed  conclasive  as  to  his  disability,  and  the  pension  was  sranted  to  the  mother. 
The  evidence  shows  that  both  father  and  mother  were  largely  dependent  npon  the  son 
for  snpport,  and  that  he  sent  them  money  while  in  the  Aimy. 

The  nther,  the  petitioner,  is  now  about  seventy-five  years  of  age  and  quite  infirm, 
and  entirely  onable  to  gain  a  living  and  wholly  deoendent  upon  others.  Had  the 
mother  lived  to  have  received  the  pension  granted  ner  it  woold  have  inured  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Hftther  also,  although  ner  deatn  had  occurred  a  day  after  its  reception. 

As  the  £ftiher  was  equally  dependent  with  the  mother  it  seems  uiat  he  should  not  be 
out  off  from  the  benefits  awarded  by  the  law  to  the  mother,  death  intervening  to  pre- 
vent her  ei^oyment  of  it.  Your  committee  think  the  father  should  receive  the  pen- 
sion, and  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  H.  B.  4188. 

Equitably  the  defendant's  father  is  entitled  to  the  pension  dne  the 
mother  whether  she  deceaned  before  or  after  the  date  of  granting  cer- 
tificate. From  1879  to  1883,  while  the  application  for  certificate  was 
pending,  the  aged  and  infirm  parents  were  mainly  snpported  by  a 
daughter  engaged  in  teaching,  with  failing  eyesight,  now  nearly  or  quite 
blind,  and  an  invalid  son  further  providing  for  a  crippled  daughter. 

This  relief  will  be  only  giving  the  honest  dues  from  the  Oovemment 
too  long  witiiheld. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


4STH  CONaBESS,  \  SENATE.  i  Bbpobt 

Ut  Session.       J  \  No.  532. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  10, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  LoaAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary^  in  response  to  the  following  resolution  of 
the  JSenate^  adopUd  April  16, 1884— 

In  ths  Benatb  of  thb  United  Statbs, 

Apnl  16,  1884. 
On  motioii  by  Mr.  Morgan, 
Beaolvedf  That  the  CommHtee  on  the  Judiciary  be  directed  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  Paul  Strobach,  whose  confirmation  as  marshal  of  the  middle  and  sonth- 
em  Judicial  districts  of  Alabama  has  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  is  now  discharg- 
ing the  dnties  of  that  office,  and  whether  he  is  entitled  to  execute  the  powers  and 
duties  of  such  office  in  the  place  of  M.  C.  Osbom,  who  was  suspended  by  order  of 
the  President  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 
Attest: 

ANSON  G.  McCOOK, 

respectfully  reports  : 

That,  at  the  date  of  said  resolution,  Paul  Strobach  was  discharging 
the  dnties  of  the  office  of  marshal  for  the  middle  and  southern  Judicial 
districts  of  Alabama  under  a  designation  by  the  President  for  that 
purpose,  made  in  March,  A.  D.  1883. 

This  designation  was  made  pursuant  to  section  1768  of  the  Bevised 
Statutes,  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

During  any  recess  of  the  Senate  the  President  is  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to 
suspend  any  civil  officer  appointed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
ezoept  Judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  Senate,  and  to  designate  some  suitable  person,  subject  to  be  removed,  in  his 
discretion,  by  the  designation  of  another,  to  perform  the  duties  of  such  suspended 
officer  in  the  meantime ;  and  the  person  so  designated  shall  take  the  oath  and  give 
the  bond  re<|uired  by  law  to  be  taxen  and  given  by  the  suspended  officer,  and  snalL 
during  the  time  he  performs  the  duties  of  such  office,  be  entitled  to  the  salary  ana 
emoluments  of  the  office,  no  part  of  which  shall  belong  to  the  officer  suspended.  The 
President  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  the  commencement  of  each  session  of  the 
Senate,  except  for  any  office  which  in  his  opinion  ought  not  to  be  filled,  nominate 
persons  to  fiU  all  vacancies  in  office  which  existed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Senate, 
whether  temporarily  filled  oi  not,  and  also  in  the  place  of  all  officers  suspended ;  and 
if  the  Senate  during  such  session  shall  refuse  to  advise  and  consent  to  an  appK>int- 
ment  in  the  place  of  any  suspended  officer,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  the  President 
shall  nominate  another  person  as  soon  as  practicable  to  the  same  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  office. 

Mr.  Osbom  was  appointed  and  commissioned  marshal  for  that  dis- 
trict by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 16th  April,  1880,  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
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above-mentioned  designation  of  Strobach  the  term  of  Osborn  as  audi 
marshal  had  not  expired.  The  designation  of  Strobach  was  therefore, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  in  strict  conformity  with  law. 
p|On  the  18th  December,  1883,  Strobach  was  nominated  by  the  Presi- 
dent for  appointment  as  marshal  in  the  place  of  Osborn,  which  nomina- 
tion was  rejected  by  the  Senate  on  the  5th  February,  1884.  Soon  atto 
the  rejection  of  Strobach,  Osborn^  the  suspended  marshal,  applied  to 
the  district  court  for  the  middle  district  of  .Alabama  to  be  reinstated  in 
the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  which  application  the  court,  by 
a  decision  rendered  on  the  16th  February,  1884,  denied,  on  the  ground 
that  the  rejection  of  Strobach  by  the  Senate  did  not  affect  the  quesdon 
of  the  suspension  of  Osborn,  nor  the  right  of  Strobach  to  continue  to 
exercise  the  functions  of  the  office  at  that  time. 

The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  this  decision  of  the  district  court 
was  correct. 

The  term  for  which  Marshal  Osborn  wa«  appointed  expired  on  tbe 
16th  day  of  April,  1884.    The  question  whether  Strobach  was  entitled 
under  the  aforesaid  designation  to  continue  to  exercise  the  duties  of 
the  office  after  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  Osbom's  term 
had  occured  has  not  been  decided.    The  section  of  the  Bevised  Statntes 
above  set  forth  provides  that  the  President  may  suspend  a  civil  offieo* 
of  this  character  (among  others)  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  Senate,  and  may  designate  some  suitable  person  to  perform  tiie 
duties  of  such  suspended  officer  in  the  mean  time.    It  doe>s  not  in  terms 
provide  what  shall  be  the  consequence  of  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the 
officer  suspended,  nor  does  it  provide  for  such  a  designation  in  the  case 
of  a  vacancy.    The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  although  the  language 
of  the  act  speaks  of  the  suspension  of  the  officer  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  the  Senate,  in  order  to  give  these  terms  their  natural  and 
legal  signiiicauce  the  true  construction  of  the  act  must  be  that  the  power 
of  suspension  can  exist  only  ^:o  long  as  the  legal  term  of  the  suspended 
officer  continues,  and  that  when  the  official  character  of  the  suspended 
officer  ceases  to  exist,  either  by  death,  expiration  of  term,  or  otherwise, 
the  suspension  in  both  its  le^al  and  natural  sense  can  no  longer  exist. 
And  the  committee  is  of  opinion  that  inasmuch  as  the  designation  of 
another  person  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  suspended  officer  depends 
upon  the  state  of  suspension  continuing  to  exist,  the  legal  terminatioD 
of  tbe  suspension  legally  terminates  the  official  rights  and  functions  €i 
the  designate  d  person. 

It  follows  from  tbe  foregoing  considerations,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  that  Mr.  Strol^h  was  not  after  the  16th  day  of  April; 
1884  (being  the  day  of  the  termination  of  the  official  term  of  Osbom 
as  marshal),  legally  entitled  to  execute  the  powers  and  duties  of  sik^ 
office  in  the  place  of  Osborn  or  under  such  designation. 

Another  statute  of  the  United  States  (Bevised  Statutes,  section  795) 
provides  that — 

In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  the  district-attorney  or  marshal  within  any  eff- 
onit,  the  circuit  justice  of  such  circuit  may  fill  the  same,  and  the  pejson  appointed  I17 
him  shall  serve  until  an  appointment  is  made  hy  the  President,  and  the  appointee  ii 
dnly  qualified,  and  no  longer. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  is  of  opinion  that,  after  the  expiratioa  of 
the  term  of  Osborne,  and  during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  no  person 
can  lawfully  exercise  the  duties  of  that  office  until  he  shall  have  ben 
appointed  thereto,  either  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  or  by  the  circuit  justice  of  that  circuit,  in  con- 
formity with  section  793  of  the  Bevised  Statutes. 
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The  committee  appends  hereto  the  letter  of  the  Attomey-Gtoneral  to 
the  Senate  in  response  to  its  resolution  of  inquiry,  and  a  letter  of  the 
Attorney 'General,  dated  6th  May  188  ^  to  the  chairman  of  the  Oom- 
mitteeon  the  Judiciary  of  the  Senate,  on  the  same  subject. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


DkPABTMXNT  of  JU811CX« 

WoBhingUm,  Ma^  6,  1884. 
Sib  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  yonr  ielefframB  of  to-day,  and  to  voar  first  Inquiry,  yiz, 
^*  whether  Paol  Strobach  is  now  performing  the  duties  of  United  States  marshal  for 
the  middle  district  of  Alabama,  and  if  he  is,  whether  he  is  acting  under  the  old  des- 
ignation f  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  Mr.  Strobach,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  at  present 
acting  as  marshal  for  the  said  district,  and,  I  presume,  under  the  old  desijatatioUj^ 
I  know  of  no  other.  The  latest  communication  I  have  from  him  is  dated  May  3, 1S84, 
which  he  signs  as  United  States  marshal. 

In  reply  to  your  second  telegram,  I  would  state  that  I  am  unable  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  the  President's  order  designating  Mr.  Strobaoh  as  marshal.  An  entry  of  the  fact 
was  made  in  this  Department  that  such  order  was  ma^le  by  the  President  and  the 
date  of  it.  and  the  original  was  sent  to  the  Judge  of  the  district  court  for  the  said  dis- 
trict for  deliyery  upon  the  official  oath  being  taken,  and  bond  giyen,  as  is  the  neces- 
sary and  usual  custom. 

I  have  also  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  office  of  M.  C.  Osborn,  that  his  commission  as  United  States  marshal  is  dated 
April  IS.  1880,  and  that  he  took  the  oath  of  office  April  2H,  1880.    Four  years  from 
either  of  these  dates  would  terminate  Mr.  Osbom's  commission  in  April,  lw4. 
Very  respectfully, 

BENJAMIN  HARRIS  RREWSTER, 

'  JUomejf- General. 
Hon.  GsosoK  F.  Edmunds, 

United  Statee  SenaU. 


[SoMto  Sv.  Doe.  Na  168.  Forty •eigfalh  CongroM,  flrst  MMlon.] 

Letter  from  the  Attomev-General,  transmitting,  in  answer  to  Senate  resolution  of 
April  1,  information  relating  to  the  office  of  marshal  for  the  middle  and  southern 
distrlots  of  Alabama. 

Apul  1ft,  IM*.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jsdieiary  SDd  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DXPABTUSIVT  OF  JUSTICK, 

WaehingUmf  April  10, 1884. 
To  the  PBSSiDEirr  of  thb  Skkatb  : 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  United  States  Senate  of  April  1,  1884, 1  have  tlia 
honor  to  state: 

(1.)  That  the  question  whether  there  now  exists  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  United 
States  marshal  for  the  middle  and  southern  districts  of  Alabama  is  a  question  of  law 
which  was  presented  to,  and  has  been  passed  upon  by,  the  United  States  Judge  for  the 
three  districts  of  Alabama  in  the  negative.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  court 
for  the  further  information  of  the  &nate. 

(3.)  The  duties  of  that  office  are  now  being  nerformed  by  Paol  Strobach,  esq.,  who 
was  designated  as  marshal  bv  the  President  March  17^  1883.  The  said  Paul  Strobach 
is  acting  as  marshal  under  the  authority  of  this  designation,  and  of  the  opinion  of 
the  court  aliove  referred  to.  The  decision  of  the  court  was  rendered  February  16, 
1884. 

(3.)  The  said  Paul  Strobach  was  indicted  in  the  circuit  court  for  the  middle  dis- 
trict of  Alabama  for  making  and  presenting  false  claims  against  the  United  States, 
and  for  peijury. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  docket  entries  of  said  court  respecting  these  indictments, 
showing  the  number  of  such  indictments,  the  date  of  flhng,  and  the  disposition  of 
the  cases.  Four  of  the  cases,  viz,  Nos.  1931, 1932, 1933,  and  1935  were  consolidated* 
and  tried  together.    The  defendant  was  acqnited  June  9.  1883. 

On  December  17, 1883, 1  filed  the  opinion  and  order,  ot  which  I  indose  a  copy.  A 
copy  of  this  was  sent  to  the  United  States  attorney  for  the  middle  and  southern  dis- 
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tricts  of  Alabama  on  Jannary  21, 1884.    In  aooordanee  with  it  tho  remaining  indlel- 
mente  affaiiist  the  said  Paul  Strobach  were  diacontinned  Febmaiy  8$^  1884. 
I  am,  very  respeotfuUy,  your  obedient  seirant, 

BENJAMIN  HARRIS  BREWSTBEy 

.^tioi*a^f*v€NaFw« 

DXPABTMXHT  OF  JOSTEGS, 

WoMiuftan,  Jmmttrjf  SI,  1881 
Sik:  Herewith  I  inclose  the  order  of  the  Attorney-General  in  the  matter  of  tki 
proeecation  of  Paul  Strobach  for  the  presentation  of  alleged  firandnlent  aooonnts  while 
acting  as  a  upecial  depnty  marshal  under  George  Turner. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  PHILLIPS, 

AcUng  iillon^y-G«urtL 
William  H.  Smith,  Esq., 

United  8taie%  AHorneif,  Monigomery,  Ala* 

THB    8TBOBACR    INDIOTBfaKTB— ▲TTOBNXT-QSNULAL  BBXWSTBR'S  BBASOm  FOB  TIM 

MOL.  PBOflw 

DBPjLRTMBNT  of  JU0TICB, 

Wathingtttn^  D.  C,  Deoea%ber  17,  IflBl 

Because  of  the  outcry  made  by  Mr.  Strobach  and  the  published  statements  that  hs 
had  been  persecuted,  and  because  Mr.  Strobach  charged  that  he  was  proeecnted  nsli- 
oiously  by  the  general  agent  of  this  Department  and  the  examiners  of  the  Departusif. 
and  by  the  district  attorney  in  Alabama,  Mr.  William  H.  Smith,  after  the  report  of 
the  district  attorney  as  to  the  result  of  Bir.  Strobaoh's  trial,  and  after  the  reoaiplaf 
the  stenographic  notes  of  that  trial,  with  the  Judge's  charge^  I  directed  Mr.  Blair,  in 
assistant  of  ifr.  Simons  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  an  officer  of  this  Department,  to 
make  a  most  thorough  investigatiou  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  for  that  pnTpose 
submitted  all  of  those  papers  to  him,  with  instructions  to  report  to  me  in  wntinc  oa 
them.  Having  examined  the  inatter,  Mr.  Blair  reported  that^  in  his  opinion,  Mr. 
Strobach  ought  to  have  been  convicted,  and  also  that  the  charges  of  persecution  wen 
not  made  |B;pod. 

Mr.  Blaif  having  reported,  I  then  directed  the  stenographic  notes  of  the  trial,  to- 
gether with  the  charge  of  the  judge,  to  be  laid  before  Mr.  Maury  and  Mr.  Bentley, 
both  of  them  responsible  and  high  officials  of  the  law  in  this  Department,  and  re- 
quired them  (without  disclosing  to  them  my  purpose  or  object  or  opinion)  to  eTamino 
and  report  as  to  whether  or  not  the  verdict  was  a  proper  one,  and  they  reported  it  was 
not  a  proper  one,  and  in  their  opinion  the  defendant  ought  to  have  been  eoovieted  oo 
three  at  least  of  the  four  counts  in  the  indictments.  This  being  done,  I  sent  Mr. 
Blair  to  Alabama  to  inouire  into  the  merits  not  only  of  the  case  against  Mr.  Strohaeh 
but  into  the  conduct  oi  all  the  officers  of  the  Department  who  had  been  aoenaed  bj 
Mr.  Strobach.  Upon  his  return  from  Montgomery,  having  acquired  a  personal  knowl- 
edge bv  personal  inspection  upon  the. ground,  and  by  inquiring  from  and  of  all  who 
were  there  who  knew  of  the  whole  matter,  he  continued  of  the  same  opinion,  and  re- 
ported that  the  verdict  was  contrary  to  the  evidence  in  the  case,  and  that  there  shoald 
nave  been  a  conviction ;  and  he  likewise,  in  his  report,  exonerated  the  offleers  com- 
plained of,  especially  naming  Mr.  Cameron,  the  general  asent  of  the  DepartoMBi. 

This  all  being  done  from  abundance  of  caution,  I  laid  uie  whole  matter  beloie  the 
Solicitoi^Genenil  of  the  United  States  and  Mr.  Simons,  the  attorney  for  the  Depart> 
ment  of  Justice  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  They,  too,  examined  the  snhjeet  with  eaie^ 
and  both  agreed  that  the  acquittal  was  contrary  to  the  eTidence,  and  that  the  bmb 
ought  to  have  been  convicted,  and  they  fhrther  sngsested  and  reported  that  tlMto 
ought  to  be  a  trial  upon  some  one  of  the  pending  induotments,  even  if  It  reanltad  in 
an  acquittal,  thinking  that  the  ends  of  Justice  requited  that  at  least. 

During  these  examinations  I  expressed  to  none  of  these  gentleraen  aaj  opisdaa 
upon  the  subject,  but  I  purposely  abstained  from  even  forming  one.  It  is  bow  my 
duty  to  pass  upon  it,  ana  I  do  so.  It  is  plain  to  me  that  there  ooold  have  been  no 
miJicious  feeliuff  toward  this  man,  inasmuch  as  the  offleers  who  first  invertigaiai 
na  (■  "  " " 


his  accounts  and  detected  his  oflfenses  went  to  Montgomery  in  the  ordinary  f 
of  their  duty,  without  havine  any  knowledge  of  him  whatever,  or  of  any  oiie««B* 
nected  with  nim,  and  never  having  been  bronght  in  contact  with  him  oaifl  tksy 
undertook  the  examination  of  those  accounts. 

T^e  general  agent,  too,  was  unacquainted  with  him,  knew  nothing  of  hftM,«r«f 
anybody  connected  with  him,  and  after  the  report  made  by  the  ezamlBen,  and  allar 
the  district  attorney  had  indicted  him,  was  oy  my  special  order  detailed  to  |p»  ^ 
Montgomerv  and  see  to  the  prosecution  of  the  oomnlamts,  being  specially  eaaHaned 
in  the  first  instance  by  me  verbally,  and  then  by  telegraph,  and  by  letter,  to  asalkal 
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Hr.  fliiolwoh  WM  taixly  tried,  without  any  appearance  of  official  pressnre  or  hostile 
laeling  by  the  Department  through  its  aseDto.  * 

The  district  attorney  preferred  the  bills  of  indictment,  having  exiimined  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  grand  Jury  found  them.  The  man  was  tried,  and  during  the  course  of  the 
trial  and  afterward  a  great  clamor  was  raised  in  his  behalf,  asaertiog  that  he  was 
unjustly  and  wickedly  prosecuted.  Why  be  could  have  been  unjustly  and  wickedly 
prosecuted  I  cannot  see.  There  was  no  motive  or  purpose  to  answer  that  could  have 
prompted  any  one  of  those  who  oriffinated  and  conducted  the  prosecution.  He  was 
proeecuted  as  a  legal  necessity.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  agents  of  the  DepartmentL 
liaving  found  these  causes  of  original  complaint,  to  pursue  them  in  the  ordinary  ana 
ofderly  course  of  criminal  litigation,  just  as  other  marshals  have  been  pursued  and 
punished. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  charges  preferred  by  Mr.  Strobach  against  the  two  ex- 
aminen  and  against  the  general  agent  are  true.  And  I  concur  in  the  jud^ent  of 
Mr.  Blair  upon  this  subject,  a  judgment  derived  from  an  actual  investigation  made 
by  faimaelf  upon  the  spo^  with  all  the  means  of  knowledge  that  could  be  or  ought  to 
be  iiroeoied  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a  correct  conclusion.  He  was  instructed 
by  me  specially  in  writing  to  uncover  and  expose  any  act  of  oppression  or  malice  to- 
ward Mr.  Strobach  that  appeared  to  have  been  committed  by  any  of  these  agents,  or 
by  the  district  attorney,  and  bis  report  was  emphatic  upon  this  subject. 

The  district  attorney  having  been  charged  with  an  uigust  feeling  against  Mr.  Stro- 
bach, I  sav  that  I  have  seen  no  evidence  of  it. 

Mr.  Blair,  as  well  as  the  district  attorney  of  Alabama  and  his  colleague,  having 
expressed  an  opinion  that  the  pending  and  untried  bills,  if  tried,  would  result  in  an 
aeqaittal ;  Mr.  Blair,  deriving  his  opinions  from  what  be  learned  in  Alabama,  was 
convinced  that  while  Mr.  Strobach  was  marshal  no  other  practical  result  could  be 
reached  than  an  acquittal.  In  addition  to  that,  it  has  been  sug^ted  in  these  vari- 
ous reports  by  these  different  officers  that  most  of  the  charges  in  these  untried  in- 
dicteaents  were  in  effect  disposed  of  in  the  trial  already  had,  and  tlia^  the  facts  and 
the  intent  charged  in  these  untried  indictments  as  criminal  acts  were  virtually  passed 
on  in  the  verdict  already  rendered.  If  that  is  so  it  would  be  an  improper  tmng  to 
try  them  again,  as  it  would  be  retiying  a  man  upon  charges  of  which  he  was  ac- 
quitted. 

In  view  of  all  this,  and  to  save  great  expense,  I  have  concluded  to  direct  that  these 
cases  be  abandoned,  seeing  no  practical  result  that  would  be  answered  by  another 
trial,  and  thinking  it  would  be  improper,  illegal,  and  uninst  to  try  a  man  where  there 
is  even  a  doubt  it  the  issue  has  not  been  determined  in  his  favor  in  a  former  triaL 

It  is  aaid  that  Robert  Barber  ought  to  have  been  indict>ed  with  Mr.  Strobach.  As- 
suming that  to  be  so,  Robert  Barber,  it  appears,  was  not  indicted  because  be  was 
necessary  as  a  witness,  and  the  district  attorney,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  used 
him  for  that  purpose.    This  was  proper  and  lawful. 

But  the  district  attorney  has^  in  mv  judgment,  committed  an  act  which  he  ought  not 
to  have  done.  Robert  Barber,  it  is  admitted,  was  concerned  iu  these  transactions  with 
Mr.  Strobach,  and  had  a  guilty  knowltsdge  of  all  that  was  charged  as  guilty  acts,  and 
he  has  allowed  him,  notwithstandiuK  that,  to  remain  in  his  employment  in  his  public 
offloe,  aiding  in  public  business.  That  I  object  to,  and  I  directed  him  to  remove 
Robert  Barber  from  any  connection  with  that  office.  I  cannot  consent  that  a  person 
who  has  been  so  compromised  as  Barber  has  been  with  these  charges— charges  that 
the  district  attorney  still  maintains  were  true  charges — shall  be  allowed  in  the  remotest 
way  to  be  associated  with  the  district  attorney's  office  in  the  very  district  where  the 
offenses  were  committed,  and  I  require  the  district  attorney  to  remove  him  forthwith. 
The  very  fact  of  his  being  so  retained  gives  color  to  the  accusation  that  he  had  been 
shielded  by  the  district  attorney,  who  had  a  purpOBc  in  prosecuting  Mr.  Strobach 
while  he  unjustly  exonerated  Mr.  Barber.  The  district  attorney  no  doubt  permitted 
a  kind  feeling  for  Mr.  Barber  to  rule  him.  He  was  reluctant  to  do  a  harsh  thing ;  he 
intended  to  do  no  wrong. 

BENJAMIN  HARRIS  BREWSTER, 

Att&mejf'GenercX, 

P.  8.— This  opinion  and  order  was  prepared  on  the  17th  of  December,  1883.  I  laid  it 
•side  for  reflection  and  suspended  action,  and  while  I  was  absent  on  public  business 
in  New  Orieans,  Mr.  George  Turner,  representing  Mr.  Strobach,  called  on  me  recently 
and  on  two  occasions  stated  that  my  suspended  action  as  to  these  pending  bills  of  in- 
dictment stood  in  the  way  of  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  Mr.  Strobach's  confirmation. 
Hearing  this,  I  have  again  taken  this  up,  and  I  have,  with  some  misgivings,  oon- 
clnded  to  say  I  will  order  the  indictments  to  be  nolle  pressed.  I  do  so  beorase  the  dis- 
trict attorney's  convictions  cannot  be  had,  and  because,  also,  there  is  a  doubt  if  the 
former  trial  did  not  dispose  of  them,  and  to  avoid  expense  in  an  experimental  prose- 
cation  when  it  is  my  duty  to  reduce  expenses. 

BENJAMIN  HARRIS  BREWSTER. 

Jakuaat  19, 1884. 
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Docketin  the  oircuiUoowrto/the  United  StaieB  for  tkewUddleM&Ma  cfAUbmmmy  Mag  km, 
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Attorneys. 


Style  of 


Fonner  pleadiage  Mid  orders. 


Orden  asd  pfeidiBK 

•iilibteia. 


United  States  at- 
torney. 


Do. 

Do. 
Do 
Do 
Do. 

Do 

Do. 
Do 
Do 

Do 


The  United  Btetee 
v§.  Pftpl  Stro- 
bach,  1910. 

The  same,  1017.... 


The  same,  1918... 
The  same,  1919... 
The  sftme,  1920. . . 
The  same,  1921 . . . 


The 


192a. 


The  flame,  1923... 
The  flame,  1924 ... 
The  flame,  1925 . . . 
The  same,  1928... 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 


The  flame,  1927.. 
The  flame,  1928. 
The  same,  1929 
The  flame.  1960. 
The  flame,  1981. , 


The 


The 

The 
The 

The 

The 

The 


The 
The 
The 


The 
The 
The 
The 


1982. 


1068.. 

1964.. 
l^l965  . 

1988  . 

1987.. 

1988.. 


1989. 
1940. 
1941.. 


1948. 
19tt. 
19M. 
1945. 


Indictment  for  preeenttng  Ihlae  and 
fkmndnleot  aooonntfl  acainflt  the 
United  Statee.  Filed  May  11. 1888. 
Bond  filed  same  day. 

Indictment  for  presenting  lUee  and 
fraadalent  acoonnU  sicainst  the 
United  Stotes.  Filed  May  11, 1888. 

Same  as  next  above 

Same  as  next  aboTe    

Seme  as  next  above 

Indictment  for  preflenUng  flJae  and 
ftwidalent  aoeoonts  against  the 
United  SUtes.  Filed  May  14^  1888. 
Bond  filed  same  day. 

Same  as  next  above 

Same  as  next  above 

Same  as  next  above 

Same  as  next  above 

Indictment  for  presenting  fUse  and 
fhiadnlent  aoeoonts  acninst  tiie 
UnitedSlates.   Filed j£i^  18,18881 


Same  as  next  above 

Same  as  next  above 

Same  as  next  above 

Same  as  next  above 

Indictment  for  presenting  fiUse  and 
IhMdnlent  acoonnts  against  the 
United  SUtes.  Filed  the  2ad  May, 


Indictment  for  presenting  fidae  and 
Anradnlent  aoeoonts  against  the 
United  States.  Filed  the  2Sd  May, 
1888. 


.do. 
.do. 


Indictment  for  peijnry.  Filed  May 
2SL1888. 

Indictment  for  making  a  folse  and 
frandulent  claim  agunst  the  Got- 
emment    FUed  May  24, 1888. 

Indictment  for  making  a  folse  and 


^jH^im. 


United  SUtes.  FUed 

.3..4o 

....do   

.-..do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


May   14.    18BS.    Nol. 

Sros.    by   United 
tates    sttoney. 
(175.  B.  4.) 
May  14,  1888.   Sint 
(175.  B.i) 


Some  as  next  sbsTs. 

Same  as  next  shore. 

Mayl7.18BLOflMfln« 
toindietmestna 
tained.  (178.  E  i) 
(180, B. 4.)   (IA.8L4.} 

May  17.  1888.  Sm 
order.a>l,B4) 

Saflseas  nextabm 

Same  as  next  above. 

Same  as  next  sbovfi 

May  21,  1888.  MoMoa 
to  strike  IniTliliiil 
from  ttie  file  om^ 
mled.  and  mm  ael 
for  trial  toiswwir 
morning,  Mi^  4 
1888.  DcoHner  t» 
indietmeat  eie- 
tained.  (117  &  4; 
188  B.  4.) 

Mav  82.  sanH  <idc 
(180  &  4.) 

May  82.  sams  acta. 
(U1BL4.) 

Mav  28,  sams  eider. 

Mjnr   12,   sams  <H«. 

(191814.) 
May  28^  1888.  ^DsflM^ 

•veiralsd.     InaeH 

1888.  Juy.sniv^ 
diet  not  gdtf.  <a» 
a  4.)  ^^  ^ 
May28L  OnnMtieaer 
his  attorney  tbie 
case  Is  esBssllisAH 
with  ease  He.  un 

CoMobdatodvtthew 
HowlOiL    (I81B4» 


Kol188L    (18I.1w4) 


*JaM  11.  1881  Gee 
soHdflted  vHh  B«f 
1642,-8.-1-5.   (22LE 

4.) 


etdar.   OB.  » 


*yoL  proflsed. 
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In  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  middle  district  of  Alabama.    In  the 
matter  of  the  marshalsbip  for  the  sonthem  and  middle  districts  of  Alabama. 

Heard  on  motion  of  Matthias  C.  Osbom,  former  marshal ,  to  be  recognized  and  held 
by  the  court  as  now  entitled  to  resume  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Bruce,  J : 

Matthias  C.  Osborn  was  nominated  by  the  then  President  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Senate  for  the  office  of  marshal  of  the  middle  and  southern  districts  of  Alabama, 
and  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  in  the  year  1880.  He  qualified  by  taking  the  oath 
and  giving  the  bond  as  required  by  law,  and  continued  to  hold  and  exercise  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  United  States  marshal  for  the  middle  and  southern  districts  of  Alabama 
until  the  17th  day  of  March,  1883,  when  he  was  suspended  from  the  office  by  the  order 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  Paul  Strobach  was  designated  to  perform 
the  duties  of  the  office  in  the  mean  time. 

Panl  Strobach  qnalified  by  giving  the  bond  and  taking  the  oath  of  office  required 
by  law,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  has  continued 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  from  that  date  until  the  present  time. 

The  suspension  of  Osborn  and  the  designation  of  Strobach  to  perform  the  duties  of 
the  office  occurred  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  the  suspension  of  Osborn  was 
in  terms  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  and  the  designation  of  Paul 
Strobach  was  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  in  the  mean  time,  subject  to  all  the 
provisions  of  law  applicable  thereto. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  within  thirty  days  after  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session  of  the  Senate,  in  December  last,  nominated  Paul  Strobach  to  the 
Senate  for  the  marshalsbip  in  the  place  of  the  suspended  officer,  Osborn,  and  on  the 
5th  day  of  the  present  month  of  February,  lHt^4,  the  Senate  rejected  the  nomination 
of  Paul  Strobach  for  the  office  to  which  the  President  had  nominated  him  to  the 
Senate. 

That  this  rejection  is  conclusive  against  Mr.  Strobach  for  the  office  of  marshal  under' 
what  may  be  called  a  permanent  appointment — meaning  by  that  a  nomination  by  the 
President  and  confirmation  by  the  Senate—is  quite  clear,  because  the  statute  provides, 
eection  1768,  that  *'  if  the  Senate  during  such  session  shall  refuse  to  advise  and  con- 
sent to  an  appointment  in  the  place  of  any  suspended  officer,  then,  and  not  otherwise, 
the  President  shall  nominate  another  perion  as  soon  as  practicable  to  the  same  session 
of  the  Senate  for  the  office." 

But  the  question  is,  what  effect  has  this  rejection  of  the  Senate  of  the  nomination 
of  Paul  Strobach  to  the  office  of  marshal  at  and  during  the  present  session  of  the 
Senate  upon  what  may  be  called  his  temporary  appointment,  or  his  designation  by 
the  President  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  during  the  suspension  of  Marshal 
Osborn  T 

The  President's  power  to  suspend  is  not  questioned,  and  his  power  to  make  what  is 
called  .a  temporary  appointment  is  not  questioued. 

The  first  clause  of  section  1768  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides:  *•  During  any 
recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  is  authorized  in  his  discretion  to  suspend  any 
<nvil  officer  appointed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  •  *  * 
until  the  end  or  the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  and  to  designate  some  suitable  person 
*    *     *    to  perform  the  duties  of  such  suspended  officer  in  the  mean  time.'' 

The  statute  then  authorizes  the  President  to  suspend  and  make  a  temporary  an* 
polntment  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  and  he  has  done  so,  Mr. 
Strobach  being  that  appointee,  and  he  holds  the  office  now  under  such  appointment. 

The  Senate  has  not  acted  upon  that  temporary  appointment,  nor  does  it  appear  that 
the  Senate  has  any  pow^  or  authority  under  existing  law  to  act  directly  upon  such 
temporary  appointment  or  designation.  True,  if  the  President  nominates  and  the 
donate  confirms  the  nomination,  then  the  person  so  nominated  and  confirmed  to  the 
office,  could  qualify,  take  the  office,  and  so  cut  short  the  term  of  the  temporary  ap- 
pointee, and  Mr.  Strobach  could  not  hold  the  office  against  such  appointee. 

But  Mr.  Osborn  does  not  stand  in  that  position  to  the  office,  for  though  he  has  been 
nominated  and  confirmed  to  the  office,  yet  he  has  also  since  then,  and  during  a  recess 
of  the  Senate,  been  suspended  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  from  the  office  of 
marshal  until  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the  Senate,and  in  doing  so  the  Presi- 
dent was  acting  clearly  within  the  authority  conferred  upon  him  by  law. 

This  power  given  by  law  to  the  President  was  no  doubt  given  for  good  reasons.  It 
will  occur  to  any  one  on  a  moment's  reflection  that  the  good  of  tne  public  service 
might  very  often  render  it  imperative  that  the  President  should  have  and  exercise 
«uoii  power ;  and  under  existing  law  the  Senate,  when  it  convenes,  has  no  more  power 
or  authority  to  act  upon  the  President's  order  suspending  an  officer  under  section  1767 
ihan  it  had  to  act  upon  the  designation  of  the  person  by  the  President  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  office  in  the  mean  time. 

The  idea  that  seems  to  uuderlie  the  argument  of  counsel  for  the  motion  is,  that 
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when  the  President  Mispeiida  mi  oiBeer  Mid  nuUkes  a  tempoimry  appointmeiit  in  tbe 
recess  of  the  Senate,  then  op  on  the  ineetine  of  the  Senate  it  most  act  apon  each  nu- 
pension  and  temporary  appointment ;  and  if  the  Senate  declines  eoncorrence  in  sneh 
snspension  and  appointment,  then  the  sns^nded  officer  forthwith  resames  the  faoo- 
tions  of  the  office,  and  the  temporary  appointment  is  at  once  terminated.  That  is  sn 
error,  perhaps  a  popular  one,  and  may  grow  out  of  the  fact  that  snch  was  the  pro- 
vision of  the  first  ten  are  of  office  act  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1807.  Bat  Uist 
act  was  materially  modified  and  changed  by  a  subsequent  act  of  Congress  approved 
April  5,  1869,  which  is  the  law  as  we  now  have  it  in  sections  1767, 1^^  17&  of  ths 
Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States.  An  examination  of  the  act  of  April  5, 1;^, 
shows  that  the  clauses  restrictive  of  the  President's  power  in  the  act  of  March,  1^, 
were  omitted  from  the  later  act,  which  does  not  provide  that  the  President  when  he 
suspends  an  officer  and  designates  some  suitable  person  to  perform  temporarily  the 
duties  of  such  office  that  it  shall  be  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Semate  amd  umUl  A$e§m 
ihall  be  acted  on  by  the  Senate,  but  the  language  is,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  Senate ;  nor  aoes  the  present  act  require  the  President  within  twenty  days  after 
the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Senate  to  report  to  the  Senate  sooh  snspeoiioii, 
with  the  evidence  and  reasons  for  his  action  in  the  case ;  nor  is  it  provided  in  the 
present  law  that  if  the  Senate  shall  refuse  to  concur  in  such  suspension  such  nffleer 
so  suspended  9^21  forthwith  rentme  tkefunetione  of  hie  o£tee,  and  the  powers  of  the  per- 
son so  performing  the  duties  in  his  stead  shall  cease. 

These  clauses  restrictive  of  the  President's  power,  found  in  the  first  tenure  of  ofioe 
act,  were  repealed  by  the  latter  act  and  are  not  now  the  law ;  and  the  originsl  set 
was  passed,  and  subsequently  modified  and  changed  for  reasons  familiar  to  thoee  wbo 
were  actors  in  or  who  may  be  students  of  the  history  of  that  time. 

These  acts,  to  which  reference  has  just  been  made,  are  of  comparatively  recentdat^ 
and  there  is  perhaps  but  little  Judicial  authority  npMon  their  construction;  bntsiui- 
her  of  authonties  have  been  cited  upon  the  power  of  the  President  under  article  ij  lee- 
tion  2  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  provides  that  "The  Preadesl 
shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  noem  of  the 
Senate  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  sesaion* 

Sec.  1769  of  the  Revised  Statntes  of  the  United  States  provides: 

''The  President  is  authorised  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  may  happen  daring  the 
recess  of  the  Senate  by  reason  of  death  or  resignation  or  expiration  of  term  of  oAoe 
by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  netxt  sesnon  theie^ 

The  language  used  in  the  Constitution  and  in  section  1769,  in  reference  to  the  power 
of  the  President  to  fill  vacancies,  is  very  much  the  same  language  uaed  in  the  sotm- 
der  consideration  authorising  the  President  to  make  temporary  appointments  in  eiics 
of  suspended  officers. 

The  authorities  on  this  subject — that  is,  the  nature  and  duration  of  a  temponiy 
appointment  made  by  the  President  to  fill  a  vacancy — are,  that  a  commission  iflned  hy 
the  President  during  a  recess  of  the  Senate  continues  until  the  end  of  the  nexteeeriiw 
of  Congress,  unless  sooner  determined  by  the  President,  even  thou|(h  the  perMmoon- 
missioned  shall  have  been  in  the  mean  time  nominated  by  the  President  to  the  ofiee^ 
and  his  nomination  rejected.  (United  StatoH  ve.  Kirkpatrick,  9  Wheaton,  721;  bsse 
Hill,  2  Opin.  AU'y  Qen'l,  U.  S.,  336;  Oilpin  m.  O'NeU,  8  Inter.  Rev.  Record,  IS7; 
Bx-parte  Hennen,  13  Peters,  230.) 

It  is  said  this  is  not  a  vacancy,  and  it  is  true  it  is  not  a  vacancy  in  the  abeolnte 
sense,  such  as  results  from  the  death,  resignation,  or  expiration  of  term  of  office  ef 
the  incumbent  of  the  office,  as  contemplated  by  section  1769  of  the  Revised  Statstea 

In  a  case  of  the  snspension  of  an  officer  there  are  contineenoies  upon  the  happening 
of  which  the  suspended  officer  may  resume  the  duties  of  tne  office,  that  is,  where  the 
Senate  fails  or  reftises  consent  and  advice  to  the  nomination  for  office  made  by  the 
President,  and  if  this  failure  or  refusal  continues  until  the  end  of  the  session,  and ths 
former  incumbent's  time  has  not  then  expired,  he  will  then,  and  not  till  then,  resome 
the  duties  of  the  office.    ^ 

Whether  it  be  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death,  resignation,  or  expiration  of  tenn  ef 
office  of  the  incumbent  of  the  office  or  whether  it  be  a  suspension  of  an  officer  by  ^ 
President  under  section  1769,  in  either  case  the  duration  of  the  temporaiy  t 


ment  is  the  same ;  it  is  to  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Senate,  subject,  as  we  hare 
seen,  to  a  concurrence  of  opinion  and  action  by  the  President  and  the  Senate,  hy  the 
nomination  and  confirmation  of  a  person  other  than  the  rejected  nominee  to  tbeps- 
sition. 

Some  confusion  arises  because  the  same  person  designated  fmr  the  temporary  i^ 
pointment  was  in  this  case  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  the  permanent  appoiBtMA; 
out  suppose  the  President,  after  having  designated  Mr.  Strobach  for  the  tempsmy 
appointment,  had  nominated  Mr.  T.  for  the  permanent  appointment,  and  the  Sessts 
had  rejected  Mr.  T.  just  as  it  has  rejected  Bir.  Strobach  for  the  permanent  appan^ 
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Dt.  Gcnild  it  be  held  that  the  rejection  by  the  Senate  of  Mr.  T.  for  the  permanent 
appointment  affected  the  temporary  appointment  of  Mr.  Strobaoh  T 

To  aak  the  court  to  terminate  the  temporary  appointment  of  Mr.  Strobaoh  becanae 
the  United  States  Senate  has  ndected  mm  for  tne  permanent  appointment  is  to  aak 
the  oonrt  to  act  wi^ont  law  or  logic,  and  the  proposition  is  not  only  to  do  that  bnt 
also  to  terminate  the  sospension  of  Mr.  Osborni  and  aathorise  him  to  resume  the 
duties  of  the  office,  which  is  equally  without  the  authority  of  law. 

The  answer  to  all  that  is  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has,  for  reasons 
which  the  court  will  presume  to  hare  been  sufficient,  suspended  Mr.  Osbom  until  the 
dose  of  the  present  session  of  the  Senate,  and  has  designated  Mr.  Strobaoh  as  a  suit- 
able person  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  in  the  mean  time. 

The  case  of  Embry,  100  U.  S.,  is  relied  on  by  both  sides  in  support  of  their  respect- 
iTepositions. 

That  case  is  not  conclusiTe  here  because  the  question  here  was  not  inyolved  and 
barely  tonched  upon  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  result  of  these  yiews  is  that  the  motion  is  denied. 

A  true  copy— Attest: 

[flXAi^l  J.  W.  DIMMICK,  Clerk. 

bated  this  4th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1684. 

8.  Bep.  263 2 
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48th  Congbess,  )  SENATE.  (  Report 

Ut  Session.       i  \  I$ro.5d3. 


m  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  12,  1684.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Yange,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  R.  4689.] 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
[H.  E.  4689) /or  the  relief  of  Eliza  W.  Patterson^  having  carefully  con- 
sidered the  samCy  respectfully  report : 

That  the  bill  is  in  all  respects  the  same  as  one  favorably  reported  to 
and  passed  by  the  Senate  daring  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-seventh 
Congress.  It  proposes,  in  consideration  of  the  release  of  certain  claims 
of  Mrs.  Patterson,  to  relieve  her  estate,  located  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, of  all  taxes  in  arrears.    The  claims  are  three  in  number. 

One  is  for  damages  done  private  property  in  the  District  by  certain 
troops  of  (he  United  States.  The  evidence  submitted  is  the  report  and 
appraisement  of  the  board  of  officers  who  investigated  the  matter,  and 
who  emphatically  declare  the  destruction  of  the  property  to  have  been 
reckless  and  due  to  want  of  proper  discipline.  The  amount  of  this 
claim,  without  interest,  is  $4,112.27,  and  it  should  undoubtedly  be  set- 
tled. 

The  second  claim  is  for  destruction  of  a  mill  and  absorption  of  certain 
water-rights  located  in  the  city  of  Washington.  The  evidence  submit- 
ted shows  that  the  father  of  Mrs.  Patterson  was  the  proprietor  of  cer- 
tain water-rightSf  which,  through  the  operations  necessary  to  supply 
the  Capitol  with  water,  were  absorbed  by  the  United  States,  and  that 
this  absorption  was  clearly  an  invasion  of  proprietary  rights.  Neither 
Mrs.  Patterson  nor  her  father  or  mother,  from  whom  she  inherits  the 
property,  has  ever  received  any  compensation  for  the  damages  in- 
flicted, though  all  other  persons  affected  have  been  paid  large  sums. 
The  damages  claimed  from  loss  of  revenue  and  destruction  of  the  mill 
amount  to  $19,180,  which  does  not  include  any  interest.  In  the  opinion 
of  yonr  committee  the  claim  is  a  proper  one,  and  should  be  allowed. 
(See  Exhibit  B.) 

The  third  claim  is  for  damf&ges  done  private  property  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  by  reason  of  certain  public  improvements  executed  by  the 
Board  of  Public  Works.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  property  in 
question  was  without  doubt  greatly  injured,  being  cut  up  by  streets  so 
as  to  leave  it  much  above  or  below  grade,  and  seized  and  occupied  by 
exposed  brick  sewers.  It  has  been  shown  that  it  will  cost  over  $60,000 
to  restore  the  squares  to  the  grades  of  the  streets,  and  that  instead  of 
benefiting  the  property  the  improvements  have  caused,  as  shown  by 
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the  official  assessments,  a  deterioration  of  over  $120,000,  Yoor  com- 
mittee also  find  that  a  large  number  of  similar  claims  were  paid  by  ^e 
late  Board  of  Audit  for  the  District,  the  aggregate  number  being  o?er 
2,200,  and  the  amount  over  $800,000,  and,  believing  this  case  one  entirely 
parallel  and  proper,  are  of  the  opinion  that  compensation  to  the  amouat 
claimed  ($50,000)  is  due. 

The  total  of  the  claims  presented  thus,  without  interest,  exceeds 
$73,000.  Your  committee  find  that  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Patterson  is  lia- 
ble for  special  taxes  equaling  $7,417  and  general  taxes  equaling  $22,496, 
or  a  total  of  $29,913.  To  this  must  be  added  an  accumulation  of  interest 
amounting  to  $23,000. 

The  effect  of  the  bill  will  be,  therefore,  to  release  the  above  debt  and 
to  secure  to  the  United  States  and  the  District  a  relief  from  claims 
amounting  to  a  tar  larger  sum,  which  they  would  be  in  justice  boond 
to  pay. 

It  has  been  shown  the  committee  that  the  property  has  been  offered 
for  sale  for  two  years  without  securing  a  purchaser,  and  that  the  inter- 
est on  the  tax  has  and  does  increase  so  fast  that  if  this  relief  is  not  givo) 
the  property  will  soon  be  virtually  confiscated.  Considering  the  fore- 
going your  committee  report  back  the  bill  to  the  Senate  and  unanimonsly 
recommend  its  passage.  For  more  detailed  information,  reference  is 
made  to  the  report  accompanying  the  House  bill. 


[  House  Report  Ko.  246,  Forty-eighth  Congreea,  ftnt  teMion.] 

The  Committer  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  wot  referred  the  petition  of  Mn,  EUu 
W.  PatteraoHy  praying  indemnity  for  certain  injuriee  done  her  property ,  located  in  tiiedt§ 
of  Waehington  and  District  of  Columbia,  reepectfully  report : 

That  they  have  considered  said  petition,  and  firom  the  evidence  submitted  find  thit 
the  petitioner  and  her  children  are  the  owners  of  a  considerable  tract  of  laud  \jvd£ 
in  the  northeastern  section  of  the  city,  the  major  portion  being  sitnated  north  of  M 
street  and  east  of  North  Capitol  street,  and  that  prior  to  1872  this  land  was  osed  for 
agricultural  or  grazing  purposes.  In  1871  Congress  authorized  the  formation  of  wh»t 
was  known  as  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  in  1872  and  1873  that  Board,  io  the 
prosecution  of  its  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  city  and  its  suburbs,  opened 
several  of  the  streets  and  avenues  running  by  or  through  the  property  in  question, 
and  at  about  the  same  time  constructed  a  number  of  extensive  sewers,  and  pared  the 
footways  and  gutters  along  the  opened  streets.  In  order  to  avoid  heavy  grades,  the 
streets  and  avenues,  so  far  as  the  property  in  question  is  concerned,  were  not  ma 
over  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground,  out  on  grades  very  much  above  or  below  that 
surface,  and  conse(|uently,  upon  completion  of  the  work,  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
property  of  the  petitioner  was  left  either  10  or  20  feet  above  or  below  the  grades <rf 
the  several  streets  on  which  it  fronted.  Upon  inspectio  4  of  the  property  your  com- 
mittee find  that  a  large  brick  sewer  has  been  built  above  the  ground  and  diagonally 
across  several  of  the  largest  and  most  valuable  squares;  and  that  the  branch  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  which  occupies  First  street  east,  and  which  is  con- 
structed on  an  embankment  about  15  feet  high,  runs  between  those  squares,  sepa- 
rating them  into  two  portions.  Each  portion  is  occupied  to  a  considerable  extent  by 
pools  of  Bt^agnant  water,  which,  owing  t-o  the  construction  of  the  streets  on  abnormal 
grades,  have  a  deficient  outlet.  The  remainder  of  the  property  has  been  cat  np  by 
the  streets  into  small  parcels  of  land  10  to  20  feet  aoove  grade.  No  houses,  baildin^ 
or  improvemeuts  of  any  kind  exist  anywhere  on  any  part  of  this  property,  and.  with 
the  exception  of  a  dilapidated  house  built  early  in  the  century,  and  a  few  frame 
dwellings  of  little  value,  none  exist  anywhere  in  the  neighborhood,  and  testimony 
has  been  submitted  proving  that  this  was  the  case  in  the  past' as  well  as  in  the  prea- 
ent. 

Considering  that  this  property  was  either  arable  land,  common  or  meadow,  and  not 
only  uninhabited,  but  remote  fromthe  settled  portions  of  the  city,  your  committee  is 
f  the  opinion  that  the  opening  of  streets,  oonstraotion  of  sewers,  and  paving  of  foot- 
ays  and  gutters  was  unnecessary  in  its  vicinity.    Inspection  proves  ooDcInmrdy 
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that  any  beneOt  deriyed  from  the  execntion  of  such  works  has  resulted  to  the  United 
States  and  fi^eneral  public  in  obtaining  a  more  easy  access  to  the  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  located  at  the  eastern  end  of  M  street,  and  not  at  all  to  the  peti- 
tioner; on  the  contrary,  she  has  clearly  experienced  great  injury,  her  land  being  ren- 
dered oseless  for  agricultural  purposes  and  unsalable  for  building  sites,  even  had  any 
demand  existed  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  so-called  improvements  for  its  appro- 
priation to  the  latter  service  ;  and  your  committee  is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the 
petitioner  is,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  Justly  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  in- 
jury done  her  property. 

In  fixing  the  amount  of  this  compensation  your  committee  has  considered : 

1st.  The  probable  cost  of  bringing  the  squares  and  lots  te  the  established  grades. 
The  tetal  area  of  the  property  that  will  require  treatment  some  time  is  l,0t>9,276 
square  feet.  Of  this  about  300,000  square  feet  are  from  6  to  20  feet  above,  and  about 
750,000  square  feet  from  6  to  20  feet  below  ^de ;  or  1,050,000  square  feet  will  require 
jading.  Taking  the  minimum  figures,  6  leet,  for  the  amount  of  the  cutting  and  fiU- 
ue,  the  ^^ding  necessary  reaches  6,300,000  cubic  feet  and  230,000  cubic  yards. 

The  price  of  grading  in  this  vicinity  is  22  cente  per  cubic  yard,  with  all  hauling  be  • 
yond  200  feet  at  half  a  cent  per  cubic  yard  for  every  100  fe*  t.  To  grade  the  property 
m  question  will  cost,  therefore,  $50,600  plus  $1,150  for  every  100  feet  of  hauling  over 
the  200  feet  allowed.  As  there  is  no  available  material  nearer  than  1,000  feet  the  cost 
of  trading  the  proper^  would  probably  exceed  $60,000. 

2d.  The  testimony  of  several  real-estate  dealers,  persons  of  experience,  who  have 
inspected  the  property  and  havB  assessed  the  damages  done  it  by  the  so-called  im- 
provements. This  testimony,  which  is  under  oath,  places  the  amount  at  about 
$47,000. 

3d.  The  evident  depreciation  of  the  property  since  the  date  of  the  improvements, 
which,  as  shown  by  the  official  assessments,  certainly  equals  $60,000.  The  claim  of 
the  petitioner  that  the  difference  between  the  assessments  of  1873  and  1883,  amounting 
to  $m,544,  represents  this  depreciation,  your  committee  do  not  consider  to  have  been 
substantiated.  In  their  opinion  the  property  never  approximated  in  value  to  the  as- 
sessment of  1873,  and,  accordingly,  iu  deciding  upon  the  a  '  ount  of  depreciation,  that 
assessment  has  been  ignored.  Considering  the  foregoing,  and  after  personal  exam- 
ination of  the  land,  your  committee  feel  justified  in  assigning  as  damages. 

Furthermore,  your  committeo  find  that  iu  1872,  and  th»'nceforwar«i,  the  proi>erty  of 
the  petitioner  was  assessed  at  an  extraordinarily  high  rate,  and  much  in  excess  of  the 
real  value  of  the  land.  The  evidence  produced  allows  that  that  particular  section  of 
the  city  is,  and  always  has  been,  practically  uninhabiteil;  that  little  or  no  improve- 
ment has  taken  place  since  the  ongiual  cession  of  the  laud  to  the  United  States,  and 
that  it  never  had  auy  value  except  for  farming  or  ganlening  purposes ;  yet  the  prop- 
erty of  the  petitioner,  after  having  been  rendered  useless  for  such  purposes,  h»s  been 
assessed  at  from  $160,000  to  $223,000.  For  so  excessive  an  assessment  yonr  committee 
can  find  no  justification,  and  believe  that  the  petitioner  is  rightly  entitled  to  a  revis- 
ion of  the  assessments  of  1873, 1875,  1876,  and  1::^9.  In  accordance  with  that  belief 
they  have  made  snch  a  revision,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  mean  between  the  pres- 
ent assessment  and  that  immediately  prior  to  the  assesment  of  1872  is  as  near  an  ap-' 
proximation  to  a  just  valuation  as  can  be  obtained. 

The  assesment  immediately  prior  te  that  of  1872  was  the  one  made  in  1869 ;  and  a 
mean  between  that  and  the  present  assessineut  would  give  $132,389  as  the  value  for 
the  last  ten  years  of  the  property  of  the  petitioner.  The  annual  taxes  on  such  an  as- 
sessment would  have  been  $1,635  per  annum,  and,  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
that  amount  is  all  that  should  be  charged  against  the  petitioner  as  general  taxes 
from  187:^  to  1883.  Owing  te  the  falling  off  of  the  revenue  from  the  land,  due  to  the 
destruction  of  its  agricultural  character,  and  to  the  absorption  of  the  husband  of  the 
petitioner  in  public  duties  and  scientific  pursuits,  the  taxes  on  the  property  have,  for 
eight  years,  been  unpaid.  The  petitioner  was  entirely  ignorant  of  this  fact  until 
alter  toe  death  of  her  husband,  and  since  his  death  has,  with  the  assistance  of  friends, 
paid  the  current  taxes.  Interest,  therefore,  should  only  be  charged  for  the  eight 
years  from  1874  to  1882,  when  the  tax  was  in  arrears.  This  charge  amounts,  at  10 
per  cent.,  t-o  $4,564,  and,  added  to  the  $16,350,  and  making  in  all  1^0,914,  represents 
the  total  just  indebtedness  of  the  petitioner.  Your  committee  fiud,  however,  that  be- 
teen  lh72  and  1882  there  has  been  )Aid  by,  or  is  charged  against,  the  petitioner  $27,423 
of  general  taxes,  and  $17,459  of  interest  and  penalties  thereon,  making  an  aggregate 
charge  of  $44,882.  These  taxes,  and  necessarily  the  interest  thereon,  are  excessive, 
and  the  petitioner  is  justly  entitled  to  relief  to  the  amount  they  exceed  what  should 
have  been  charged,  or  to  the  diflerence,  equaling  $23,968,  between  her  proper  indebt- 
edness of  $20,914  and  the  $44,882  for  which  her  estate  is  liable. 

The  petitioner  is  also  charged  with  **  special  taxes  "  and  interest  thereon,  amounting 
in  all  to  $13,038.  As  those  special  taxes  are  a  special  charge  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  cost  of  the  very  operations  that  destroyed  the  value  of  her  property,  it  is 
manifestly  unjust  to  call  upon  the  petitioner  to  pay  them,  and  there  is  no  doabt  that 
she  is  also  properly  entitled  to  relief  to  that  extent.  , 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4  ELIZA   W.   PATTERSON. 

ReviewiDfjr  the  foregoing,  yoar  committee  considers  tbe  following  as  a  cofreei 
estimate  of  tbe  amount  of  indemnity  which  shoald  be  afforded : 

Special  taxes,  and  interests  and  penalties  thereon $13,038 

Excess  of  general  taxes,  interest,  and  penalties  over  and  above  a  jast  charge.     23, 068 
Damages  to  the  property  by  tbe  operations  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Your  committee  find  the  estate  of  the  petitioner  is  now  liable  for  taxes  in  arreaim 
amonntiug  to  $52,873,  of  which  $22,496  is  for  general  taxes,  $7,417  for  special  taxes, 
and  $22,960  is  interest  and  penalties,  and  that  this  interest  is  increasing  at  the  rate  oi 
$3,350  pner  annum.  Satisfactory  evidence  has  been  submitted  proving  that  the  prop- 
erty has  been  in  the  market  /or  fully  two  years,  has  been  offered  for  sale,  both  pub- 
licly and  privately,  and  that  an  attempt  was  make  in  April,  1833,  to  dispose  of  a 
large  quantity  of  ground  at  public  auction,  but  that  no  success  has  attended  any  of 
the  foregoing  efforts,  and  in  the  opinion  of  competent  experts  the  property  is  not 
salable,  and  this  principally  on  account  or  the  condition  in  which  it  has  been  left 
by  the  operations  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

A  comparison  of  the  value  of  the  lots  as  assessed  for  taxes,  and  the  accumulation  of 
taxes,  penalties,  and  interest,  shows  that  the  latter  very  closely  approximates  to  the 
former  and  in  many  cases  exceeds  it,  and  in  several  instances  this  excess  of  the  taxea 
over  the  value  of  the  lot  et^nals  several  hundred  dollars.  Evidently  tlie  accniunla- 
tion  of  interest  on  the  tax  in  arrears  will  soon  absorb  whatever  small  balance  may 
now  exist  in  favor  of  the  owner. 

The  petitioner.  Mrs.  Patt-erson,  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Superintendent  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  wnose  services  to  science  and  the  public  were  of  so  eminent  a  nature. 
The  debt  which  has  accumulated  against  her  estate  was  incurred  entirely  withoni 
her  knowledge  and  through  no  fault  of  her  own,  and,  as  she  is  now  in  embarrassed 
circumstances  and  without  means  of  support,  your  committee  believing  that  she  is 
Justly  entitled  to  damages  far  exceeding  any  indebteduess  to  the  United  States-or  to 
the  District  have  drawn  up  the  accompanying  bill,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

Your  committee,  at  the  same  time,  request  to  be  discharged  from  the  claim  for 
$4,112.27,  for  destruction  of  barns,  agricultural  implements,  and  produce,  contained 
in  the  petition,  and  suggest  their  reference  to  the  Committee  on  War  Claims. 

Your  committee  ask  that  the  reiMirt  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Forty-eeventk 
Congress  upon  this  subject  be  published,  and  adopted  as  a  part  of  this  report. 


[Hoase  Report  No.  1432,  Forty-terentb  C<mfresfi,  llrat  seflsioii.] 

The  Select  Committee  in  relation  to  the  late  Carlile  P.  Pattereon,  to  whom  was  referred  the  MR 
{H.  R.  6428)  for  the  relief  of  Elixa  W.  Pattereon^  mbmit  the  following  report  Ihereom  : 

The  beneficiary,  Eliza  W.  Patterson,  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Carlile  P.  Patterson, 
Superiutendent  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  of  the  United  States,  who  died  sud- 
denly, in  August  last,  while  in  the  perfonnance  of  his  duties  as  such  officer.  Captiun 
Patterson  had  been  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  public  service  for  more  thMi 
twenty  years,  during  which  period  his  service  was  distinguished  by  its  great  nsefdl- 
nesM  and  the  absolute  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  all  his  functions. 

The  character  of  the  service  rendered  by  him  deserves  more  than  a  passing  mentioii. 
During  andsincethe  civil  war  he  rendered  iroportantextra-otlicial  services  to  the' Got- 
ernment,  for  which  no  compensation  was  provided  by  law.  During  his  connectioa 
with  the  Coast  Survey,  in  addition  to  his  constant  labors  in  that  department,  he  was 
made  chairman  of  the  commission  to  reorganize  the  Revenue-Marine  Service;  a  mem- 
ber of  the  commission  to  examine  and  test  life  saving  apparatus  and  appliaucea;  of 
the  Board  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Washington ;  of  the 
Interoceanic  Canal  Commission  ;  and  of  the  Light-Honse  Board  ;  and  was  chilled  upon 
for  vari<ma  minor  services  to<i  numerous  to  recit^j.  Captain  Patterson,  equally  witk 
Professor  Henry,  is  entitled  to  recognition  for  the  great  improvement  in  the  public  serv- 
ice above  referred  to,  and  for  the  very  great  ectinomy  in  public  expenditure  which  po- 
sulted  from  his  lung  attention  and  great  labor  bestowed  upon  the  question,  not  only 
increasing  the  eflftciency  of  the  service  but  resul||ng  in  a  reduction  of  expenses  ex- 
ceeding a  million  and  a  half  dollars.  For  all  extra  official  services  above  referred  to  no 
compensation  was  ever  made  to  bini  by  the  Government.  The  pressure  of  all  these 
duties  and  the  constancy  of  his  labor  led  to  the  absolute  neglect  of  all  private  in- 
terests. 

During  this  period  tbe  then  government  of  this  District  embarked  upon  that  great 
scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  city  of  Washington  which  was  extended  beyond 
the  wants  of  the  city,  and  reached  the  farm  land  occupied  by  the  family  of  Captain 
Patterson  and  belonging  to  his  widow.  Enormous  injury  was  done  to  the  propfTty, 
for  which,  instead  of  being  compensated,  heavy  taxes  were  assessed.  Disputing  their 
validity,  and  without  means  to  pay  the  charges,  interest  and  penalties  were  added 
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iihereto,  and  the  taxes,  interest,  and  penalties  remain  unpaid  to  this  day.  A  bill  was 
prepared  on  bebalf  of  Captain  Patterson  for  relief  in  chancery  for  the  wrongs  done 
ana  assessments  made. 

At  the  reouest  of  the  District  Conunissioners  the  proceeding  was  stopped  on  thei 
assurance  tnat  justice  should  be  done.  No  action,  however,  was  taken,  and  the  con- 
dition remained  unchanged  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Captain  Patterson.  If  these 
charges  are  legal,  they  would  nearly  absorb  the  value  of  the  estate. 

Captain  Patterson  left  his  family  almost  totally  unprovided  for,  and  in  great  dis- 
tress for  the  means  of  support,  leaving,  also,  debts  for  even  the  necessaries  of  life. 
His  death  disclosed  the  fact  that  his  entire  assets  left  for  the  benefit  of  his  family 
amounted  to  about  |500,  while  the  debts  last  above  referred  to  far  exceed  that  sum. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  committee  deem  it  their  unquestioned  duty  to 
recommend  the  recognition  to  which  the  uncompensated  services  of  the  deceased  are 
entitled  in  the  form  proposed  by  this  bill,  which  will  furnish  some  means  of  support 
to  his  family,  and  without  which  they  will  be  reduced  to  poverty.  They  therefore 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  bill  as  the  most  fitting  method  of  doing 
that  JQstice  which  the  Government  owes  to  a  deceased  officer  unsurpassed  in  his 
fidelity,  and  distinguished  by  the  extraordinary  and  unpaid  services  which,  during 
twenty  years,  he  has  rendered  to  his  country. 

Reporting  back  the  memorial  referred  to  them,  and  making  it  a  part  of  their  roport, 
•the  committee  unanimously  recommend  the  passietge  of  the  accompanying  bill. 


Memorial  aaking  tuitahle  recognition  kg  Congress  of  the  special  services  rendered  the  Oovem- 
meni  bg  (he  late  Carlile  P.  Patterson. 

To  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America : 

The  undersigned,  recalling  the  great  attainments,  high  character,  and  exceptional 
devotion  to  duty  of  the  late  C.  P.  Patterson,  and  believing  that  the  services  ne  ren- 
•<lered  to  the  country  demand  something  more  than  their  mere  silent  acceptance  by 
the  Government,  have  deemed  it  just  and  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  case,  with  a  view  to  such  action  in  the  premises  as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

Mr.  Patterson  served  for  twenty  years  in  the  survey  of  the  coast,  first  as  hydro- 
graphic  inspector,  from  May  4, 1861,  to  Febraary  17, 1874,  and  from  the  latter  date  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  August  15, 1881,  as  its  Snperiutendent. 

How  well  and  with  wbat  success  he  performed  the  duties  pertaining  to  each  posi- 
tion is  known  to  and  appreciated  by  Congress  and  the  Qovernment.  His  services 
during  the  eventful  period  from  1861  to  1865  called  forth  an  emphatic  acknowledg- 
ment irom  Prof.  A.  D.  Bache,  Saperintendent,  who,  in  186*^  reports:  **At  certain  junc- 
iores  during  the  year  the  reqnisites  for  service  in  connection  with  the  blockading 
aqaadrons  have  called  for  more  than  UHual  address  and  promptitude  in  action.  As  the 
instances  occurred  the  difficulties  have  been  met  and  overcome  with  the  sound  jadg- 
ment  that  has  always  directed  the  ordinary  details  of  the  hydrographio  division.'' 

And  again,  in  1865:  ''The  peculiar  difficulties  which  were  to  be  expected  during 
the  war  wero  fortunately  met  by  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Patterson.  His  acquaintance 
-with  naval  routine  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  local  peculiarities  of  the  Atlantic, 
•Onlf,  and  Pacific  coasts  of  the  United  States  have  been  specially  advantageous  to  the 
work.  To  his  readiness  of  mind  in  consultation  and  sound  judgment  of  details  the 
office  is  indebted  for  much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  its  labors  for  the  last 
few  years." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Hon.  William  Windom,  refers  to  the  late  Superin- 
tendent as  follows : 

"Combining  wide  experience  with  great  judgment,  he  was  eminently  successful  in 
the  condnct  of  the  great  nstional  work  under  his  charge;  and  in  his  hands  its  scope 
was  greatly  enlarged  and  its  character  as  a  general  geodetic  survey  became  fnlly  rec- 
ognized. 

"His  efforts  have  been  so  earnest  in  the  performance  of  the  various  duties  which 
have  devolved  upon  him  that  to  his  untiring  prosecution  of  them  the  immediate  loss 
of  his  life  is  to  bs  attributed.  Wfth  unbounded  zeal  and  ceaseless  energy  he  pressed 
•on  without  taking  the  relaxation  which  nature  demanded." 

We  do  not  take  this  occasion  for  eulogizing  the  character,  the  professional  ability, 
-or  the  services  of  C.  P.  Patterson.  It  is  due  to  him,  however,  to  add  here  that  since 
lt^4,  when  he  became  Superintendent,  his  private  afi'airs,  as  well  as  his  health,  were 
utterly  neglected,  as  being  hardly  worthy  of  consideration  in  comparison  with  the  im- 
portance of  his  public  duties. 

For  his  eminent  services  above  referred  to  no  special  claim  for  consideration  is  made, 
l>at  to  those  of  an  extra-official  and  unpaid  character  we  beg  leave  to  call  attention. 
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REVENUK-MARINlfi  6XRVICS. 

Id  1869,  December  16,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  appointed  a  special  eommiauoD 
to  consider  and  report  apon  the  character  of  vessels  best  adapted  for  the  ReTenu6- 
Marine  Service,  together  with  snch  views  and  conclasions  upon  other  matters  as  migfat 
appear  to  them  calcnlated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Ferrice. 

The  commission  consisted  of  two  officers  of  the  Revenne  Marine  and  of  C.  P.  Pat- 
terson, selected  as  its  president.  The  rei>ort  of  the  commission  was  made  Maj  1, 1^, 
and  its  recommendations  were,  in  the  main,  approved  by  the  Secretary  and  ordered  to 
be  carried  into  effect.  The  condition  of  the  service  and  of  its  personnel  at  the  above 
date  may  be  inferred  from  the  radical  changes  made,  and  their  j.rompt  accepttocc, 
and  from  the  great  reduction  of  expenses  and  the  increased  efficiency  which  followed. 

The  long  ezx>erience  of  Mr.  Patterson  in  the  constmction  of  vessels  specially  fitted 
for  particular  pnrposes  and  localities,  his  knowledge  of  all  the  coasts  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  cruising  grounds  a^acent  to  the  principal  ports,  as  well  as  of  the 
duties  and  qualifications  required  of  the  officers  of  the  service,  especially  entitled  him 
to  take  a  leading  part  in  this  important  reform,  and  experience  has  proved  that  it 
was  thorough  and  successful. 

The  vessels  were  divided  into  first,  second,  and  third  class  steamers  and  sailinff  ves- 
sels, varying  in  size  ftt>m  seventy-five  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  to  be  boDt  for 
and  assigned  to  the  different  localities  in  view  of  the  requirements  in  each  case;  the 
number  of  vessels  was  reduced  from  thirty-five  to  thirty-two,  and  of  officers  and  meo 
from  1,266  to  1,061,  making  an  annual  saving  in  the  latter  case  alone  of  over  1203,000. 

The  following  comparison  was  made  between  the  amounts  needed  by  the  oldsfstem 
and  the  one  recommended : 

Old  system  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  187S $1,446,490 

New  system  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1872 943,63^ 

Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  reform  of 503,851 

The  actual  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1872,  amounted  to  |930,d^.81. 

In  the  annual  report  of  S.  I.  Kimball,  chief  of  the  Bureau  for  the  above  year,  he 
states  **thnt  the  increased  efficiency  and  decreased  cost  above  shown  are  principally 
due  to  carrying  into  effect,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  recommendations  of  the  special 
commission,  above  referred  to,  and  to  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  revised  regula- 
tions promulj^ated  August  1,  1871." 

And  now,  in  1881,  as  the  result  of  the  experience^  science,  and  labor  brought  to  bear 
b^  Mr.  Patterson  on  this  much-needed  reform  of  the  Sevenoe-Marine  wrice,  Mr. 
^mball  states  that  while  the  expenditures  still  fall  within  the  orisinal  estimate  of 
the  commission,  the  efficiency  of  the  service  has  been  increased  fivefold. 

It  would  be  safe  to  estimate  from  the  official  published  reports  in  connection  wi^ 
this  subject,  from  1870  to  1880,  that  a  total  saving  has  been  effected  of  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  (Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  93,  Forty-first  Congress,  aeeosd 
session.  Also,  letter,  dated  December  28,  1881,  frt>m  £.  W.  Clark,  esq.,  chief  of  di- 
vision.) 

UNITED  STATES  UFE-SAVINQ  SERVICE. 

In  1871  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  appnointed  a  commission  to  determine  the  na- 
ture of  the  life-saving  appliances  to  be  furnished  to  the  stations.  Mr.  Patterson  was 
selected  as  one  of  its  members.  The  commission  met  at  Seabright,  coastof  New  Jer- 
sey, and  there  examined  and  practically  tested  the  various  devices  then  known^ 
among  which  were  many  of  a  novel  character,  for  bringing  ashore  persons  from 
stranded  vessels. 

8.  I.  Kimball,  esq..  General  Superintendent  of  the  Life-Saving  Service,  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  committee,  December  28,  1881,  refers  as  follows  to  the  ssrvices  of  Mr. 
C.  P.  Patterson : 

"  There  was  no  member  of  the  commission  to  whose  opinions  greater  deference  wa» 
accorded,  or  whose  voice  was  more  potential  in  determining  the  selections  than  Mr. 
Patterson's,  and  his  services  on  this  occasion  were  of  signal  value.  This  was  tiie  only 
connection  he  ever  had  with  the  Life-Saving  Service  in  an  official  capacity,  but  his 
interest  in  the  operations  of  the  service  was  active  and  unceasing.  Uis  coonsel  was 
frequently  and  freely  sought  by  the  officers  of  the 'service  up  to  the  time  of  bis  death, 
and  there  was  no  person  upon  whose  friendship  and  wisdom  they  more  absolately 
relied." 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  HARBOR  OP  WASHINGTON. 

The  act  of  Congress,  approved  by  the  President,  March  5, 1872,  "  to  provide  for  tte 
survey  of  the  harbor  ana  river  at  Washington,  and  to  report  to  Congress  a  fall  and 
comprehensive  plan  for  opening,  improving,  and  developing  the  water  channel,  and 
also  the  feasibility  of  reclaiming,  m  any  improvement  suggested,  the  swamp  and 
marsh  lands  along  said  water  front,"  appointed  by  name  Carlile  P.  Patterson  as  a 
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member  of  the  Board.  The  Board,  of  which  the  Chief  of  Engiueers,  Brig.  Gen.  A. 
A.  Humphreys,  was  president,  consisted  of  five  members. 

There  wnre  four  meetings  of  the  board,  at  the  last  of  which,  December  12, 1872,  the 
minntes  of  the  proceedings  state  that  "  Captain  Patterson  presented  an  elaborate  re- 
port and  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  and  harbor,  which  was  considered  at 
leDgtb,  and,  on  motion,  the  report  and  plans  were  approved." 

The  study  of  the  subject  was  thorough  and  exhaustive.  In  inclnded  every  detail  af- 
fecting the  commerce  of  the  District,  the  reclamation  of  the  marsh  lands,  the  bridges, 
wharves,  sewerage,  «&c.,  and  entailed  upon  its  author  unusual  labor  and  discrimina- 
tion both  in  the  field  and  office.  The  examination  of  the  report  can  alone  show  the 
extent  and  value  of  the  services  performed  by  Mr.  Patterson  in  connection  with  this 
important  subject.    (Senate  Mis.  Doc.  No.  15^,  Forty-second  Congress,  third  session.) 

INTKROCEAXIC  CANAL. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1872,  the  President  appointed  a  commission  to  report  in  re- 
gard to  the  different  int^roceanic  canal  surveys,  and  the  practicability  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship-canal  across  this  continent. 

The  commission  consisted  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Engineers,  Mr. 
Carlile  P.  Patterson,  and  Commodore  Daniel  Ammen,  United  States  Navy. 

At  the  above  date  some  of  the  surveys  were  still  in  progress,  and  from  this  cause  it 
was  not  until  about  two  vears  afterward  that  a  formal  meeting  of  the  commission  was 
held.  A  careful  study  of  the  ten  different  routes  proposed  for  the  canal  was  indispen- 
sable before  any  conclusion  could  be  reached,  and  the  final  report  was  not  made  until 
February,  1876.  The  labor  of  examining  into  the  reliability  of  the  different  surveys, 
into  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates,  and  of  the  cost  and  relative  practicability  of  each 
route,  a  due  portion  of  which  was  performed  by  Mr.  Patterson,  can  only  be  fully  un- 
derstood and  appreciated  by  the  engineer  and  hydrographer.  In  reference  to  the 
nnanimons  conclusion  of  the  commission,  Rear- Admiral  D.  Ammen  remarks,  in  a  letter 
dated  December  'H,  1881 :  "  Its  importance  will  not  lessen  until  the  recommendations 
of  the  commission  are  carried  out." 

LIGHT- HOUSE  BOARD. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  a  member  of  the  Light-House  Board  for  nearly  seven  years,  from 
February,  1874,  to  August,  1881. 

Commander  George  Dewey,  United  States  Navy,  naval  secretary  to  the  Board,  states 
in  regard  to  the  services  of  Mr.  Patterson:  •^That  daring  the  whole  of  the  above  pe- 
riiod  Be  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  lighting,  and  in  that  capacity  he  made 
seventy-one  reports,  containing  an  aggregate  of  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  folios,  on 
important  matters,  which  required  grave  consideration.  He  was  also,  from  time  to 
time,  chairman  of  a  special  committee,  as  business  made  it  necessary,  and  was  for  sev- 
eral years  a  member  of  the  committee  on  floating  aids.''  Daring  the  seven  years  there 
were  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  meetings,  most  of  which  Mr.  Patterson  attended  ; 
and  he  was  always  ready  to  give  the  Board  advice  on  any  required  subject  in  the  in- 
tervals between  formal  meetings. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  a  member  of  the  Board,  selected  and  appointed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  in  1865  to  ascertain  and  report  upon  tbe  best  locality  for  laying  up  the 
iron-clads  and  iron  vessels  of  the  Navy. 

He  was  also  a  member  of  other  Boards  at  different  periods,  to  which  he  was  called, 
either  as  an  expert  in  hydrographic  science,  or  from  his  high  personal  charticter,  or 
from  the  known  enthusiasm  with  which  he  would  perform  any  service  tending  to  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  or  credit  of  the  country. 
The  family  of  Mr.  Patt«i"son  is  left  without  provision  and  greatly  embarrassed. 
The  undersigned,  therefore,  respectfully  pray  Congress  to  take  into  consideration 
the  facts  above  stated,  and  to  grant  such  relief  as  justice  and  the  circumstances  ap- 
pear to  require. 

WM.  T.  SHERMAN.  GEO.  H.  PENDLETON. 

RICH'D  D.  CUTTS.  EUGENE  HALE. 

G.  V.  FOX.  JOHN  A.  WATSON. 

S.  G.  KIMBALL.  EDWARD  P.  LULL. 

JOHN  RODGERS.  JOHN  SHERMAN. 

WM.  D.  KELLEY.  FRANCIS  M.  COCKRELL. 

WM.  G.  TEMPLE.  JNO.  D.  C.  ATKINS. 

SAM.  J.  RANDALL.  GEO.  M.  ROBESON. 

DAVID  D.  PORTER.        ROB^T  M.  McLANE. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
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48th  Congress.  )  SENATE.  |  Bepobt 

Ut  SesHan.       (  \  No.  534. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  13,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed.^ 


Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  aooompany  bill  S.  1406.] 

The  Oammittee  an  PenHonSj  to  wham  wM'referred  the  bill  {8. 1406)  far  the 
relitfof  Siman  Severe^  having  carfffully  examined  the  eame^  report  aefoU 

lOfCM  * 

That  Simon  Severe  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a 
private  in  Company  H,  of  the  Fifty -fourth  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  was 
discharged  by  reason  of  his  service  being  no  longer  required  cfh  the  16th 
of  October,  1865.  Said  Severe  filed  his  original  application  for  a  pen- 
sion, alleging  that  while  in  the  line  of  duty  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  in  April, 
1862,  he  conti*acted  mumps,  which,  from  a  forced  march,  affected  his 
testicles,  by  metastatis,  and  that  he  was  treated  by  the  regimental  sur- 
geon therefor.  The  medical  reviewer,  after  a  careful  investigation  of 
the  case,  recommended  the  rejection  of  the  claim,  as  no  record  was 
found  of  the  alleged  disease,  and  the  claimant  was  unable  to  furnish 
the  regimental  surgeon's  afBdavit  or  medical  evidence  of  treatment  in 
service  or  at  discharge. 

From  the  certificates  of  the  examining  surgeons,  made  in  1878  and 
1881,  it  appears  that  the  disability  of  which  the  applicant  complains 
is  not  ^^  rupture,"  as  alleged  in  his  declaration,  but  <' varicocele  of  left 
testicle."  The  examining  surgeons  further  certify  that  while  ^^  the  bun- 
dle of  varicose  veins  is  larger  than  in  most  cases,  the  testicle  is  other- 
wise healthy^  and  of  normal  size."  But  aside  from  this,  the  evidence 
fails  to  show  that  this  disability,  whether  great  or  small,  originated  in 
the  service.  The  claim  was  properly  rejected  by  the  Pension  Bureau. 
The  case  is  before  the  committee  on  substantially  the  same  state  of  facts, 
and  no  sufBcient  reason  is  disclosed  for  reversing  the.decision  of  the 
Commissioner,  and  making  the  case  an  exception  to  the  general  law.  The 
committee  accordingly  recommend  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned by  the  Senate. 

O 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


48th  GoNGSESSy )  SENATE.  (  Bepobt 

Ut  Session.      |  )  No.  535. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  13, 1884.— Ordeied  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Maxet,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Afbirs,  submitted  the 

following 

KEPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  8.  2129.] 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  {8. 2129) 
to  provide  for  the  erection  of  necessary  buildings  upon  the  Oovemment 
reservation  at  West  Pointy  N.  Y.,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

The  bill  provides —  ^ 

1st.  For  the  erection  of  a  qaartermaster's^warehoase,  &c.,  $10,000.  ' 

From  the  evidence  the  committee  believe^the  bailding  necessary  and 
the  amount  reasonable. 

2d.  Barracks  for  the  cavalry  detachment,  $12,500. 

This  is  believed  necessary  and  amount  reasonable. 

3d.  For  the  erection  of  a  gymnasium,  $15,000. 

This  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  necessary  and  reasonable. 

Wherefore  the  committee  reports  said  bill  (S.  2129)  without  amend- 
ment, and  recommend  that  the  same  do  pass. 
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48th  Congress,  \  SENATE.  j  Keport 

1st  Sessim.       i  \  So.  536. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  13,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Jackson,  firom  the  Gonnnittee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Pensions^  to  whom  wm  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  J* 
Reti99j  asking  for  arrears  of  pension  from  August  4, 1865,  having  care- 
fully  examined  the  same^  report  as  follows : 

This  man  was  mastered  in  as  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Fifby-second 
New  York  Volunteers,  July  22, 1862,  and  was  discharged  December  10, 
1862.  The  medical  certificate  upon  which  he  was  discharged  upon  ten- 
der of  his  resignation  states : 

Thftt  he  is  saflferiDg  from  chrouio  rheomatism  and  enlarged  inguinal  glands,  for 
which  he  complains  that  he  has  been  on  sick  report  for  the  last  six  weeks. 

'  He  was  again  mustered  into  the  service  as  surgeon  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers  September  4,  1863,  and  honorably  dis- 
charged by  reason  of  consolidation.  Still  again  he  was  mustered  in  as 
surgeon  of  the  Seventh  New  York  Volunteers  to  date  September  12, 1864, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  with  his  regiment  August  4, 1865. 

His  declarations  are  filed  December  1, 1873,  and  February  13, 1874, 
alleging  chronic  rheumatism,  loss  of  hearing  in  left  ear,  and  a  blow  from 
butt  end  of  a  musket  upon  the  left  scapula.  The  New  York  board  of 
examining  surgeons,  in  February,  1874,  found  rheumatism  of  right  thigh, 
and  rated  him  for  the  same  at  $12.50.  The  claim  was  reject^  August 
14, 1874,  on  the  ground  that  rheumatism  was  contracted  prior  to  the 
service  in  the  Seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  and  no  evidence  as  to 
other  alleged  disabilities.  The  A(Vjutant>General  in  1875  declined  to 
amend  the  records  so  as  to  show  the  origin  of  the  alleged  disabilities 
while  in  the  Seventh  New  York  Volunteers. 

The  claim  was  rejected  and  the  soldier  was  pensioned  by  special  act 
of  Congress  to  date  from  June  18, 1878,  at  918.75  per  month.  His  pen- 
sion was  subsequently  increased  to  $25  per  month  f^om  April  19, 1882. 

A  second  application  for  additional  increase  was  made  and  rejected 
by  the  Pension  Bureau,  and  the  claimant  now  applies  to  Congress  for 
special  relief  in  the  shape  of  arrears  since  August  4, 1865.  * 

After  carefully  considering  the  case  as  presented  by  the  pax>ers  before 
the  committee,  no  error  is  discovered  in  the  action  of  the  Pension  Com- 
missioner in  refusing  the  second  increase  asked  for,  nor  are  any  suffi- 
cient reasons  shown  why  Congress  should  again  make  this  applicant  an 
exception  to  the  general  law.  He  is  now  in  receipt  of  the  full  pension 
allowed  for  his  alleged  disability,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
the  special  relief  asked  for  shoula  not  be  granted.  The  committee  ac- 
cordingly recommend  that  the  petition  be  indefinitely  postponed  by  the 
Senate. 
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48th  Conoeess,  \  SENATE.  i  Ebport 

l8t  Session.       f  (No.  537. 


IS  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  13,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  GA2CEB0N,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
submitted  the  following 

KEPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  1530.] 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affair^^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {8. 1530) 
for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  John  CooJcy  respectfully  report : 

A  bill  identical  with  this  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs^  and  on  April  1 1, 1884, 
favorably  reported  from  that  committee.  Following  is  that  comhiittee's 
report: 

The  Cammiitee  on  Indian  Ajfaxrn^  to  whom  the  hUl  H,  S.  4802  ha$  heen  referred,  have  had 
the  $ame  under  ooneideraiion,  and  submit  the  following  report  thereon : 

That  on  the  26th  of  April,  1872,  certain  members  of  the  Pillager  band  of  Chippewa^ 
Indians  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  John  Cook,  near  the  village  of  Oak  Lake,Min- 
neeota,  and  murdered  the  entire  family,  consisting  of  John  Cook,  his  wife,  and  three 
children,  burning  the  honse  and  carpenter  shop,  with  all  the  fnmitnre,  clothing,  bed- 
dine,  and  tools  contained  therein,  except  such  articles  as  they  carried  away. 

The  circumstances  of  this  depredation  appear  to  have  been  oarefhlW  investigated 
by  the  proper  agent  of  the  Indian  Department,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
recommends  an  allowance  of  the  claim  to  the  amount  of  $1,800. 
-  A  schedule  of  the  items  of  the  loss  has  been  filed  and  sworn  to  by  the  administra- 
tor, the  value  of  wliich  is  fixed  at  $2,104.85,  but  your  committee^  after  carefully  scru- 
tinizing these  items,  deem  it  their  duty  to  recommend  a  reduction  of  the  amount  to 
$1,500,  as  the  articles  are  of  such  a  nature,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding  their 
destraction  of  such  a  character,  as  to  render  it  improbable  that  the  witnesses  could 
Judge  accurately  as  to  their  precise  value. 

Toe  fact  of  the  destruction  pf  the  property  as  claimed,  and  as  reported  by  the  De- 
partment, is  abundantly  proven  hy  the  confession  of  one  of  the  Indians,  Kah-kah-be- 
sha,  who  was  tried  and  convicted  of  the  offense  before  the  district  court  of  Becker 
County,  Minnesota,  as  well  as  by  the  testimony  of  the  attorney- general  of  the  State 
of  Minnesota,  who  prosecuted  tne  indictment  uuder  which  Kah-lah-be-sha  was  con- 
victed, and  by  the  affidavits  of  witnesses  who  were  neighbors  living  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  murdered  family.  The  certificate  of  the  attorney-general  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

I  hereby  certify  that  as  attorney-general  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  I  prosecuted  the 
Indian  Kah-kah-be-sha  for  the  murder  of  the  Cook  family ;  that  he  was  found  guilty 
of  the  murder  of  John  Cook,  and  that  it  appeared  in  evidence  on  the  trial  of  his  indict- 
ment that  he  belonged  to  the  Pillager  band  of  Indians,  as  certified  to  by  James  White- 
head in  his  foregoing  certificate,  dated  December  17,  1873. 

H.  R.  E.  CORNELL, 

Attorney- General, 
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2  ESTATE   OF  JOHN   COOK, 

Tbe  letter  of  the  Commuwioner  of  Indian  Affairs  transmitting  the  papers  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  contains  a  statement  of  the  facts  as  shown  by  the  evidence 
submitted  to  your  committee,  and  is  as  follows : 

Departmektof  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
fVoBkingioti,  D.  C,  May  14, 1874. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  claim  presented  by  Franklin  Cook, 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Cook,  deceased,  for  1*2,104.85,  on  acoonnt  of  a 
depredation  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  Pillager  Chippewas  in  April,  1872. 

The  administrator  testifies  that  on  the  26th  of  April,  1872,  Kah-kah  be-aha,  and 
others  of  the  Pillager  band  of  Chippewas,  entered  the  premises  of  his  brother,  John 
Cook,  situated  near  the  Tillage  of  Oak  Lake,  Minnesota,  and  lunrdered  the  entire 
family,  consisting  of  the  said  John  Cook,  his  wife,  and  Frederick  W.  Cook,  Mary  £. 
Cook,  and  John  W.  Cook,  their  children ;  and  that  they  then  bamed  the  booae  and 
shop,  with  all  the  goods  and  chattels  enumerated  in  a  schedule  annexed  to  hia  (the 
administrator's)  affidavit,  except  such  articles  as  they  stole  and  carried  away.  A. 
gold  watch,  gold  chain,  and  some  few  other  things  were  recovered  by  pnrchaae  from 
tne  Indians,  paying  for  them  all  that  they  were  worth.  The  Indian  charged  with  the 
murders  was  arrested,  tried,  and  convicted ;  this  appears  from  tbe  evideDce  filed  in 
the  case,  and.  considered  in  connection  with  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses  who 
testify  as  to  the  destruction  of  tbe  property,  the  £acr<  of  the  depredation  is  regarded 
AS  fully  established. 

It  is  shown  by  the  testimonv  of  James  Whitehead  that  he  was  emploved  as  inter- 
preter at  the  trial  of  Kah-kah-be-sha  before  the  district  court  in  Becker  Coontv,  Min- 
nesota, and  that  after  conviction  the  Indian  confessed  his  p^ilt  *^  and  implicated 
others  of  the  Pillaser  band,  as  being  with  him  and  assisting  ra  the  massacre";  that 
he  also  confessed  that  they  **  burned  the  house,  with  all  thehousehold  goods,  except 
such  as  were  taken  away,"  and  that  he  took,  in  addition,  between  eighty  and  ninety 
dollars  in  currency  and  coin. 

The  agent  reports  that  the  Pillager  Indians  in  council  declared  that  they  knew 
nothing  of  the  murder  and  destruction  of  the  property,  except  from  hearsay,  and  that 
they  did  not  regard  Kah-kah-be-sha  as  a  Pillager,  he  haviug  allied  himself  with  the 
•Sandy  Lake  band,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  held  respouMble  for  what  he  did 
after  he  had  united  with  that  band. 

The  property  embraced  in  the  schedule  referred  to  is  of  such  a  character  that  it 
would  seem  to  be  doubtful  that  the  administrator  or  any  of  the  witnesses  coald swear 
positively  as  to  their  knowledge  of  the  precise  number  of  the  articles  ctmtained  therein, 
and  the  value  thereof,  without  having  an  inventory  of  them  preriously  taken.  It  is 
believed  that  an  overestimate  has  been  made  in  regard  to  mauy  articles,  and  that  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  $1,800  would  be  an  ample  remuneration  for  the  prop- 
erty lost;  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  claim  be  aUowed  for  that  sam. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  P.  SMITH, 

CowmUtUmer, 

The  Secrbtart  of  thb  Interior. 

These  Indians  have,  ever  since  the  date  of  this  depredation,  been  in  receipt  of  large 
sums  from  the  United  States  every  year,  amounting,  up  to  the  close  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Congress,  to  the  sam  of  $420,595.40,  as  more  fully  appears  by  the  subjoined 
table,  giving  the  date  and  amount  of  each  appropriation,  with  Tolnm^  and  page  of 
the  Statutes  at  Large. 


Date. 


Amount. 


SUtates  at  Lufe. 


Volume.       Psgc 


,- 

May  29,  1872 !  $37,346  SS  ' 

February  14,  1873 1  37,346  66 

June  22.  1874 1  63,762  80  . 

March  8,  1875 i  2S,  166  66 

August  15,  1876 ■  25,566  66 

March  3.  1877 1  85,566  66 

May  27,  1878 30,566  66 

February  17,  1879 80.466  66 

May  11,  1880 '  80,466  66 

March  3,  1881 35,400  80 

May  17.1882   35.166  66 

Augusts,  1882 1  515  U 

Marchl,1883 '  33,166  66 


17 

ie»-i7i 

17 

443 

18 

lSS-174 

16 

42«-tf7 

19 

180 

10 

374.SH 

20 

68-81 

ao 

20041} 

a 

118-131 

21 

43M» 

23 

72-88 

22 

278 

22 

436=444 

Total 420,506  40 ,.  .. 
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ESTATE   OP  JOHN   COOK.  3 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  1883,  p.  707,  shows  that  the  sum  of 
$252,333.26  still  remains  to  he  paid  these  Indians  under  treaty  stipulations. 

The  bill  is  drawn  to  provide  the  payment  of  this  small  sum  out  of  these  funds,  in 
aceordance  with  the  provisions  of  th6  acts  of  June  3,  1834,  sec.  17  (4  Statutes  at 
Larfi^e,  731),  and  February  28,  1859,  sec.  8  (11  Statutes  at  Large,  401). 

In  view  of  all  the  facts,  your  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  with  the 
amendment  reducing  the  amount  to  $1,500. 

Yoor  committee  referred  said  bill  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
AffairSi  and  received  in  response  the  following  commanicatftn: 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

WaahingUm,  May  9,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  inclosing  Senate  bill  No.  1530. 
together  with  report  No.  4802,  of  House  Committee  on  Indian  ^airs,  and  a  letter  of 
Charles  and  William  B.  King,  claimant's  attorneys,  ''for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of 
John  Cook/'  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  $1,800  on  account  of  depredations  by 
Pillager  hand  of  Chippewa  Indians  in  the  year  1872,  and  requesting  to  be  informed : 
Ist,  '"Oneht  the  bill  in  your  (my)  opinion  to  become  a  law  f  '^  2d,  ''Ought  the  amount 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  general  fund,  or  ought  it  to  be  paid  out  of  the  annuities  belong- 
ing to  the  Pillager  band  of  Chippewas  f '° 

In  reply  to  your  first  question  I  have  fhe  honor  to  say  that  this  office,  under  date 
May  14, 1874,  reported  the  claim  to  the  Department,  recommending  an  allowance  in 
the  vum  of  $1,800,  and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  action  of  the  office  as  stated  in 
that  report,  regaming  the  amount  to  be  paid,  should  be  modified  or  changed  in  any  wav. 

In  answer  to  your  second  incjuiry  I  recommend  that  the  amount  as  allowed  be  paid 
from  fnnds  due  "  Chippewa,  Pillager,  and  Lake  Winnebagoshish  hands"  under  treaty 
etipulations. 

The  ineloeures  accompanying  your  letter  are  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  PRICE, 

CeinmtBsioner. 

Hun.  Angus  Cameron, 

Senate  Cammiitee  on  Indian  Affairs,  Washington^  D,  C, 

Your  committee  reoommend  that  the  bill  be  amended  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  sttid  amount  of  $1,500  shall  be  paid  from  the  funds  due  the 
Chippewa,  Pillager,  and  Lake  Winnebagoshish  bands,  and  when  so 
amended  that  it  do  pass. 
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iSTH  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Report 

Ut  Seisian.      ]  \  No.  538. 


m  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Hat  13,  1884.— Ordeied  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Blair,  firom  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  aocompany  bUI  H.  R.  3669.] 

The  Committee  an  PeMianSy  to  wham  woe  referred  the  MU  (JT.  B.  3669) 
granting  a  peneian  to  Babert  Jf.  Flaekj  have  oaneidered  the  eame^  and 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatlves 
presented  a  favorable  report  in  this  case  (H.  Report  No.  143),  which  we 
adopt,  as  follows : 

It  appears  that  Robert  M.  Flaok,  late  captain  of  Company  F,  Eighty-fourth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer  Infantrr,  having  filed  his  claim  with  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions and  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  having  fUlly  proved  his 
claim,  it  has  been  rejected  on  the  grounds  that  he  was  not  muster^  into  the  service 
as  captain  at  the  time  the  disability  was  incnixed. 

While  the  claimant  mav  not  have  a  legal  right  to  a  pension  in  consequence  of  this 
omission  in  the  records,  he  has  an  equitable  one,  and  as  he  served  nuthfhlly  as  a 
brave  soldier  in  the  Army  and  obtained  his  disability  while  in  the  line  of  duty,  and. 
furtlter,  that  his  brother  officers  and  comrades  testify  to  his  worth  as  a  soldier,  and 
the  medical  testimony  shows  that  his  disability  is  pensionable,  therefore  your  com* 
mittee  feel  that  it  is  a  meritorious  case,  and  report  in  £ftvor  of  the  bill,  and  recom- 
mend that  it  do  pass. 

This  case  was  forwarded  to  Confess  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions as  a  meritorious  and  deserving  one  which  could  not  be  admitted 
under  the  general  law,  and  states  l£at,  in  his  opinion,  relief  should  be 
granted  the  claimant  by  special  act  of  Congress. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  bill  do  pass. 
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48th  Conobess,  }  SENATE.  i  Bepobt 

l8t  JSeisaian,       i  \  No.  539. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  15, 1884.~Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Slateb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[Tp  accompany  bill  H.  B.  1751.] 

Ihe  Committee  on  Pensions^  whom  wm  referred  the  Mil  (H.  B.  1751)  tn- 
creoBing  the  pension  of  William  B.  Browne^  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration^  and  report : 

That  said  Browne  was  placed  on  the  pension-roll  by  special  act  of 
Congress,  approved  February  7, 1879. 

Browne  was  appointed  acting  master  in  the  Navy  May  13, 1861,  on 
board  the  Water  Witch,  and  on  the  6th  of  November,  1862,  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  Eestless.  He  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
acting  volunteer  lieutenant  February  6, 1864,  and  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Pursuit,  and  honorably  discharged  September  16, 1865. 

His  claim  for  a  pension  was  rejected  by  the  Pension  Offtce  on  the 
ground  of  failure  to  furnish  the  evidence  of  a  naval  surgeon,  showing 
that  his  disability  (hemorrhoids)  was  contracted  in  the  service.  He  ap- 
pealed to  Congress,  and  obtained  a  special  act  placing  him  on  the  pen- 
sion-roll. In  rating  his  disability  in  the  Pension  Offtce  it  was  fixed  at 
three-fourths  total,  equivalent  to  $22.50  per  month. 

With  this  rating  he  is  dissatisfied,  and  now  seeks  further  relief  by 
special  act.  Whatever  may  be  the  real  facts  in  his  case,  your  commit- 
tee think  that  it  is  unwise  for  Congress  to  attempt  to  peiform  the  duties 
of  examining  surgeons,  or  to  enter  upon  the  rating  of  x)ensioners'  disa- 
bilities. Certainly  Congress  has  gone  far  enough  when  it  by  special  act 
places  a  person  upon  the  pension-roll  subject  to  the  conditions  and  lim- 
itations of  the  pension  laws.  It  possesses  no  machinery  adapted  to 
determining  the  ratability  of  pensioners'  disabilities.  The  Pension  OfQoe 
is  amply  qualified  to  do  this  work,  and  fully  supplied  with  the  means  of 
reaching  just  conclusions.  This  increase  was  reported  against  in  the 
Senate  in  March^  1880.    (See  Senate  Beport  358,  Forty-sixth  Congress.) 

For  the  foregomg  reasons  your  committee  recommend  that  the  bill  do 
not  pass. 
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48th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  i  Eepobt 

Ist  Session.       )  )  No.  540. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  13,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  tlie  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4706.] 

.  The  Committee  on  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  bill  (JET.  12. 4706) /or 
the  relief  of  Charlotte  Day,  have  examined  the  samcj  and  respectfully 
report : 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  substantially  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  made  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives 
at  the  present  session  (H.  Report  261),  as  follows : 

The  evidence  in  this  case  shows  that  Charles  E.  Day  was  a  private  in  Company  F, 
First  Regiment  New  Jersey  Militia,  Pennsylvania  emergency,  and  the  certificate  of 
the  adjntant-general  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  states  that  he  was  enrolled  on  the 
28th  day  of  June,  1863,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for 
thirty  days  from  that  date,  and  honorably  discharged  August  1, 1863,  but  this  fact  is 
not  shown  on  the  rolls  in  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  at  Washington.  He  contracted 
disease  while  in  the  service,  that  caused  his  death  September  16,  1863,  aged  twenty- 
one  years.  He  was  the  main  support  of  his  mother,  she  being  a  widow.  Her  claim 
was  rejected  on  the  ground  that  the  soldier,  being  a  State  militiaman,  and  not  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  mother's  claim  not  being  prose- 
cuted prior  to  July  4, 1884,  she  is  not  entitled  to  a  pension  under  the  law.  The  mother 
is  advanced  in  age,  verging  on  sixty-five  years,  and  is  in  very  destitute  circumstances, 
relyinjf  principally  upon  the  charity  of  neighbors  for  her  support.  As  the  prop  of  her 
declining  years  has  been  taken  from  her  oy  the  Government,  to  whose  rescue  this 
young  man  rushed  in  an  emergency,  it  is  proper  that  she  should  be  recompensed  for 
the  loss,  and  the  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
bill. 

The  service  of  this  soldier  is  clearly  established,  as  well  as  his  good 
health  at  enlistment,  his  sickness  during  service,  and  death  soon  after 
discharge,  resulting  from  disease  contracted  in  the  service.  The  de- 
pendence  of  the  mother  is  also  clearly  proved  by  several  witnesses. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case  your  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  claimant  is  equitably  entitled  to  a  pension,  and  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  bill  do  pass. 
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48th  Congbess,  >  SENATE.  i  Eepobt 

Ut  Session.       f  \  No.  541. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  13,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Van  Wyok,  from  the  Committee  ou  Pensions,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  1076.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  B.  1076) 
granting  a  pension  to  Miles  B.  Farlin^  have  examined  the  samsy  and  re- 
port: 

That  they  find  the  facts  as  set  forth  in  the  following  House  report  to 
be  correct : 

The  petitioner  for  whose  benefit  Hoase  bill  1076  is  introduced  enlisted  December 
27, 1861,  in  Company  G,  Thirty-first  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volnnteers,  and  while 
on  duty  at  Mansfield.  La.,  and  at  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  he  was  taken 
prisoner  and  sent  to  tne  prison  stockade,  Camp  Ford,  near  T^ler,  Tex.,  where  he  was 
for  about  three  months,  and  owin^  to-the  exposure  and  privations  of  his  imprisonment 
his  health  was  broken  down,  which  resulted  in  rheumatism  of  the  heart  and  other 
difficulties.  The  march  of  about  200  miles  from  the  place  of  capture  to  the  stockade, 
orer  the  hot  sands,  produced  trouble  in  the  feet,  which  became  so  swollen  that  he 
could  not  wear  a  boot  or  shoe  for  six  weeks,  and  this  difficulty  has  not  yet  disap- 
peared. There  was  no  hospital  at  Tyler,  and  the  Confederates  appropriated  the  chest 
of  medicines  sent  for  the  prisoners  by  General  Banks. 

The  family  physician  certifies  that  Farlin  has  disease  of  the  heart  and  general  rheu- 
matism, and  also  that  his  condition  is  such  that  he  is  able  to  perform  but  little  labor 
and  is  not  able  to  support  his  family. 

Rev.  Theodore  F.  Burnham,  pastor  of  the  church  of  which  Farlin  is  a  member,  cer- 
tifies to  the  good  character  and  standing  of  the  i>etitioner,  and  says  that,  owing  to 
certain  disabilities  received  while  in  the  United  States  service,  he  is  unable  to  sup- 
port himself. 

The  case  was  not  allowed  by  the  Pension  Office  because  of  the  inability  to  obtain 
the  evidence  of  officers  and  comrades,  who  could  not  be  found. 

The  committee  think  that  because  of  this  petitioner's  services  and  suffering  there  is 
sufficient  ground  for  granting  him  a  pension,  and  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
ofHouse  bill  1076. 

Yoor  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  said  bill. 
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48th  Congbess,  )  SENATE.  i  Bepobt 

lit  Session.       I  I  No.  642. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  13, 1884.^0rdered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Yak  Wyck,  from  the  Committee  on  PenBions,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPOET: 

[Tq  aocompany  biU  8.  315.  ] 

The  OammiU^e  on  Pensions^  to  tohom  toas  r^erred  the  biU  {8. 315)  ffrant- 
ing  a  pension  to  William.  Beinhardtj  smmit  the  following  report : 

This  soldier  enlisted  May  31, 1861,  in  Company  K,  First  Beffiment  of 
Kansas  Volunteers.  He  was  discharged  May  20, 1862,  for  usability, 
cause  for  which  in  general  hospital  not  stated.  On  the  27th  of  Febru* 
ary,  1880,  he  made  application  for  a  pension,  which  was  rejected  on  the 
ground  that  claimant  was  unable  to  ftimish  medical  evidence  of  treat- 
ment in  service  or  for  15  years  thereafter.  He  ftimishes  the  affidavits 
of  four  persons  that  he  was  sound  and  healthy  when  he  enlisted  and 
free  from  rheumatism.  Dr.  J.  L.  Weaver,  an  eminent  physician  of 
Leavenworth,  Kans.,  and  one  who  is  very  cautious  and  guarded  in  his 
statements,  testifies  July  17, 1882,  that— 

I  have  this  day  examined  claimanti  and  find,  from  personal  interview  and  facts 
which  he  states,  that  he  was  in  hospital  at  Leiftvenworth  in  May,  1862,  and  that  I 
treated  him  for  rheumatism  and  Inng  trouble  and  signed  the  surgeon's  certificate  of 
disability  on  which  he  was  discharged. 

Claimant  makes  affidavit  that  he  was  also  treated  by  Begimental 
Surgeons  Buddington  and  Smith,  but  that  both  died  many  years  ago, 
and  that  Dr.  Grimes,  a  well-known  and  highly  respected  physician  of 
Atchison,  Kans.,  treated  him  from  1862  until  1877,  at  which  time  Dr. 
Grimes  died. 

M%}or  Ketner  testifies  that  he  was  commanding  Company  El,  to  which 
Beinhardt  belonged  from  August  10, 1861,  to  June  1863;  that — 

In  Januaiy^  1862,  the  claimant,  with  his  company,  marched  from  Tipton  to  Lexing- 
ton, Mo.,  a  distance  of  125  miles,  through  ana  in  yery  cold,  snowv  weather,  and  at 
niffht  slept  on  the  eround  without  coTcring,  and,  by  reason  of  the  snow,  without 
sufficient  under  him  &  guard  him  from  the  extreme  cold  and  damp  ground ;  oy  reason 
of  which,  as  affiant  remembers,  he  complained  considerably,  and  was  seat  to  the  hos- 
pital, from  which  he  was  finally  discharged  from  the  service  on  account  of  such  dis- 
ease— rheumatism.  That  said  claimant  was  at  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek,  and  was 
a  good  soldier,  and  at  that  time  a  stout,  able-bodied  man.  The  above  facts  are  stated 
frt>m  a  personal  knowledge  as  captain  of  said  soldier's  company. 

Peter  Young  and  Frederick  Stephan,  members  of  Company  K,  who 
knew  Beinhardt  intimately  in  the  service  and  ever  since  his  discharge, 
testify  folly  to  his  exposure  on  the  march  referred  to,  his  sleeping  on 
the  snow,  and  his  being  sent  to  hospital.  They  also  say  that  he  has 
been  afiSicted  with  rheumatism  ever  since  his  discharge. 
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2  WILLIAM   BEINHAHDT. 

Frederick  Treffy  testifies  that  he  has  been  intimate  with  cliumaot 
ever  since  his  discharge,  and  that  he  has  been  all  the  time  disabled  with 
rhenmatism. 

The  postmaster  certifies  tiiat  the  last  three  witnesses  are  credibleper- 
sons,  and  their  statements  can  be  relied  npon. 

John  Dougherty,  for  twenty-three  years  a  respected  citi^n  of  Atchi- 
son, Eans.,  says,  under  oath,  that  lie  has  known  claimant  intimately 
ever  since  his  discharge,  seeing  him  every  week,  and  sometimes  eveiy 
day,  for  a  considerable  time :  that  he  was  disabled  when  he  retnnied 
from  the  Army,  and  that  he  nas  gradnally  grown  worse  ever  sinoe. 

Dr.  Lenneker  testifies  that  he  treated  him  November,  1878,  and  ha8 
continued  to  treat  him ;  that  he  then  found  him  suffering  with  chronic 
rheumatism,  and  that  it  has  continued  ever  since.  August  29, 1881,  Dr. 
A.  P.  Teuney,  examining  surgeon,  certifies  that  he  carefully  examined 
him,  and  found  that — 

In  walkinffy  left  les  moves  forward  slower  than  right :  left  arm  hanesto  side,  lod 
1b  moved  witn  diffioalty  and  pain  ;  muscles  of  left  shoulder  are  oue-thira  le«  thiaoa 
opposite  side ;  muscles  of  left  hip  are  also  atrophied,  only  less  in  extent  than  aboot 
shoulder ;  left  arm  is  little  use  to  him. 

In  any  ordinary  court  of  justice,  evidence  as  strong  and  clear  as  this 
would  send  a  person  charged  with  crime  to  the  penitentiary.  Itooght 
to  be  sufficient  to  entitle  a  poor,  disabled  soldier,  who  bravely  foagU  at 
the  battle  of  Wilson's  Greek,  to  a  pension. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
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48th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  i  ^^    ^.o 

Ut  Session.       \  { No.  543. 


%   IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  13,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Blaib,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

VIEWS    OF    THK    MINORITY: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4682.1 

In  behalf  of  the  minority  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Pensions  I. de- 
sire to  present  views  favorable  to  the  passage  of  House  bill  46^  grant- 
ing pension  to  Ward  B.  Burnett,  and  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  House 
committee  in  support  thereof. 

H.  W.  BLAIR. 


Mr.  Robinson,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  snbmitted  the  follow- 
ing, report,  to,  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4682: 

The  CammitUie  on  Peii$Um8f  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  General  Wturd  B,  Burnett 
for  restoration  of  payment  upon  hie  pension  of  $50  per  month,  granted  hif  a  special  act  of 
Congress,  apprtved  March  3,  1879,  and  for  reimbursement  of  the  expenses  incurred  hif  him 
in  defending  his  title  thereto  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and  for  other  reli^y 
having  considered  his  petition  and  accompanying  papers,  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  the  foW 
Uneing  report : 

1.  Facts  op  his  miutary  and  civil  history. 

This  distiugnished  veteran  of  fiye  wars  was  appointed  a  cadet  at  West  Point  iu  fhe- 
year  1828,  by  President  Jackson,  and  he  was  graduated  in  1832.  He  fought  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war  in  that  year,  on  the  ground  where  Chicago  now  stands,  before  a 
siDi^le  house  was  built  in  that  great  city.  In  1833  he  rejiorted  to  Winfleld  Scott  dur^ 
ing  the  nnlli6cation  difficulty  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  In  1835  he  went  through  the 
Florida  war.  In  1842-'43  he  organized  a  brigade,  and  offered  his  services  to  the  Presi' 
dent  when  war  was  anticipated  with  England  over  the  Oregon  boundary  line.  The 
brigade  was  kept  together  largely  at  1^  expense.  In  1846  two  regiments  of  his  bri- 
gade haviuff  been  accepted  by  Governor  Wright,  he  was  ordered  to  report  with  his 
regiment,  the  Eighteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  to  W infield  Scott  for  duty  in  the 
Mexican  war.  He  was  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz,  and^  besides  several  lesser 
engagements,  in  the  battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  Contreras,  and  Churubusco,  in  which 
laat-named  battle  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  also  ipjured  by  the  fall  of  his  horse; 
and  he  was  carried  thence  on  a  litter  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  two  days  after  its  sur- 
render, where,  from  his  wounds,  his  jaws  were  closed  by  tetanus  or  lock-jaw  for  a 
period  of  about  forty-five  days.  He  was  promoted  to  be  brigadier-general  to  date 
m>m  the  surrender,  September  14,  1847.  On  the  following  30tn  of  November  he  was 
tendered  for  his  services  in  the  war  with  Mexico  a  resolution  of  thanks  by  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York. 

In  1861  he  offered  his  service's  to  President  Lincoln,  and  in  1863  he  opened  a  re- 
'  omitlng  office  in  the  Assembly  Rooms  in  New  York  City,  at  his  own  expense,  to  aid 
in  the  onzanization  and  consolidation  of  regiments,  under  orders  ^m  the  governor 
of  New  York,  indorsed  by  President  Lincoln.  He  rendered  valuable  services  to  the 
Government  during  the  New  York  riots,  when  he  had  command  of  the  city  for  a  brief 
period,  and  he  organized  several  commands  in  New  Jersev,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and 
Pennsylvania  for  service  in  the  field  during  the  late  rebellion.  From  exposure  con- 
sequent upon  these  labors  he  became  a  martyr  to  inflammatory  rheumatism. 
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Qeneral  Barnett  has  also  rendered  valuable  Bervicee  to  the  country  as  a  civil  engi- 
neer. In  1843,  while  upon  duty  at  West  Point,  he  made  surveys,  plana,  and  estimates 
for  the  Croton  water- works  in  New  York  City.  In  1835  be  made  snrveys  in  Yennoot, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Maine  for  a  railway  line  from  Canada  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 
Thence  he  was  ordered  to  Lake  Michisan  to  constract  harbors.  For  more  than  three 
years  he  was  resident  engineer  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal.  In  1849  Presideat 
Folk  offered  to  make  him  the  commissioner  to  run  the  bonndary  line  bel^^een  th* 
United  States  and  Mexico,  bat  being  npon  crutches  he  was  instead  made  chief  dril 
engineer  for  the  construction  of  a  dry -dock  at  the  Philadelphia  navy- vard,  which  be 
completed  in  1853.  Thence  until  1855  he  was  in  charge  of  the  New  York  dry-dock  and 
of  the  oonstniotion  of  the  workshops  in  the  New  Yora  navy-yard.  He  made  the  plaas 
of  the  Brooklyn  water- works,  whicn  were  adopted  in  that  year.  In  1857  he  wssmsde 
chief  en^neer  of  the  Norfolk  navy-yard  and  tne  Portsmouth  water-works,  which  in- 
volved his  survey  of  Lake  Drnnimond.  In  1858  he  was  made  surveyor-geneiml  of 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  because  fh>m  ill  health  he  was  unable  to  acoept  the  appoint- 
ment offered -him,  by  President  Buchanan,  of  consul-general  to  Turkey. 

2.  Facts  rblatino  to  his  pxvsioms. 

For  wounds  received  in  the  battle  of  Churubusco,  on  August  24,  1847,  and  for 
chronic  neuralgia,  resulting  thereArom,  General  Burnett  was  granted,  &om  Augoetl, 
1848,  a  pension  of  $30  per  month.  (Sec.  7,  act  of  13th  May,  1846;  see.  2,  act  of  21^ 
July,  1848  ;  sec.  4730  U.  8.  Revised  Statutes.) 

On  Janoaiy  31, 1879,  General  Burnett  petitioned  Congress  to  increaM  his  peoeioo  io 
$100  per  month,  for  wounds,  neuralgia,  and  rheumatism,  March  3, 1879,  Congren  by 
special  act  increased  it  to  $50  per  month.    (U.  S.  SUt.,  vol.  20,  p.  665.) 

April  12, 1879,  he  renewed  his  application  for  $100  per  month,  and  fbr  his  relief  Mr. 
Senator  Toorhees  introduced  a  bill  to  grant  him  that  amount.  (S.  Mis.  Doc  Ko.2S, 
S.  bill  477,  Fortv-sixth  Congress, first  session.) 

March  10, 1880,  the  House  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  reported  £svorably  upon 
the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Martin  to  increase  his  pension  to  $100  per  month  fiyr  total 
disabili^.  The  Congress  died  before  the  bill  was  reached  on  the  calendar.  (House 
Report  No.  485  upon  bill  H.  R. 285,  Forty-sixth  Congress,  s(  eond  session.) 

Congress,  by  general  pension  laws,  has  made  exceptional  provision  for  the  cue  sad 
maintenanoH  of^the  Mallp  di$ahM  soldiers  of  the  Republic,  as  follows :  June  4, 181% 
^1.25  per  month :  June  4, 1874,  $50  per  month :  June  16, 1880,  $72  per  month. 

In  1880,  General  Burnett,  then  a  totally  disabled  soldier,  applied  for  the  beoeitsof 
these  general  pension  laws  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Bentley  rejected  liis  application  upon  the  ground  that  Genotl 
Burnett  was  then  receiving  $50  per  month  under  a  special  act  of  Congress  sod  wai 
thereby  concluded  in  his  riffhts,  wnich  action  was  approved  by  Mr.  Seoretaiy  Sehms. 
President  Hayes  referred  his  case  to  Attorney-General  Devens,  but  nothing  was  done. 
President  Garfield  next  referred  the  application  to  Attorney-General  McVeigh,  sad  st 
his  request  Mr.  Solicitor-General  Phillips,  on  June  15, 1881,  rendered  an  opinion  is 
General  Burnett's  favor.    But  this  opinion  was  not  executed  by  the  Commissioner. 

President  Arthur  next  referred  the  application  to  Mr.  Attorney-General  Kevster, 
who,  on  April  10.  18^  rendered  a  strong  and  favorable  opinion  opon  the  case  of  Gen- 
eral Burnett,  ana  on  its  reference  to  Hon.  Henry  M.  Teller,  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
he  in structea  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  carry  out  the  opinion .  On  Mav  90, 1882, 
he  executed  a  certificate  to  General  Bum^  for  $72  per  montii  from  MarcQi  ?,  1879. 
This  certificate  was  declined,  whereupon  (^  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  on  MajSl, 
1882,  directed  the  Commissioner  to  issue  a  certificate  for  $72  fhnn  Julv  17, 1878.  Tkii 
was  done  on  June  3^1882,  and  under  it  General  Burnett  was  paid  all  that  the  Com- 
missioLer  adjudged  to  be  due  him.  As  the  pensioner  claimed  that  more  money  wu 
due  to  him,  the  Secretary,  on  June  24,  asked  advice  from  the  Attorney-General  te  to 
what  rates  of  pension  should  be  paid  Arom  June  4, 1872,  down  to  that  date;  andoa 
June  29  the  rates  were  stated  by  the  Attorney- General. 

On  July  3, 1862,  the  Secretary  asked  the  Attorney-General  if  the  pensioner,  in  viev 
of  section  4715  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  was  entitled  to  $72  per  month,  in  addition  to 
the  $50  per  month  g^ranted  by  the  special  act  of  March  3, 1679.  The  Attorney-Gen- 
eral replied  affirmatively ;  whereupon,  on  July  11, 1882,  Mr.  Secretary  Teller  sent  the 
several  opinions  from  the  Department  of  Justice  to  Mr.  Conunissioner  i>udley,  with  u 
order  to  execute  them. 

On  the  same  day  Mr.  Senator  Van  Wyck  introduced  a  resolution  into  the  8eoate» 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  cease  action  upon  General  Burnett^  esie 
until  Congress  could  pass  a  law  forbidding  him  to  pay  the  pensioner  his  accmedpes* 
sion.  This  legislation  was  engrafted  upon  a  private  bill  passed  July  17,  188S;  ^jns^ 
ing  a  pension  to  Albert  O.  Miller ;  but  it  was  subsequently  tacked  on  to  the  penooe 
appropriation  bill  of  that  year,  as  follows:     • 

^'  Sec.  5.  That  no  person  who  is  now  receiving  or  shall  hereafter  receive  a  pensM 


Digitized  by 


Lioogle 


WARD   B     BURNETT.  6 

under  a  special  act  phall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  addition  thereto  a  pension  under 
the  ffeneral  law,  unless  the  special  act  expressly  states  that  the  pension  granted 
thereby  is  in  addition  to  the  pension  which  said  person  is  entitled  to  receive  under 
the  general  law.^' 

Bat  approval  of  this  law  by  the  President  was  not  made  until  July  25, 1888.  On  the 
17th  of  July  a  certificate  for  $72  per  month  nnder  the  general  pension  laws,  and  another 
certificate  ror  $50  per  month  nnaer  the  special  act,  were  executed  to  General  Bnmett, 
and  nnder  them  he  was  paid,  on  Jnly  20,  the  sum  a^ndged  to  be  due  to  him  under  tha 
decisions  of  the  Attorney-General. 

There  was  a  discussion  of  this  case  in  the  Senate,  reported  as  follows,  in  the  Con- 
nessional  Record:  Tuesdaf.  Jnly  11,  1882,  bound  recora,  page 5876;  Friday,  Jnly  14, 
18:&,  bonnd  Record,  page  6026 ;  Satnrdav,  Jnly  15,  1882,  bound  Record,  page  6077 : 
Thursday,  July  20,  1882,  bonnd  Record,  page  6245 ;  Satnrdav,  July  22,  1882,  bound 
Record,  pa^e  ^3 ;  Wednesday,  August  2, 1882,  bound  Record,  page  6759. 

The  following  papers  also  pertain  to  this  case  :  Senate  resolution  94,  Jnly  11, 1882; 
Senate  bill  2lS,  July  21,  1882;  House  bill  1543,  December  16, 1881;  report  thereon, 
No.  1021 ;  House  bill  1543,  amended,  April  12,  1882;  private  act  169,  approved  Jnly 
24, 1882 ;  S.  Mis.  Doc.  120,  July  20, 1882 :  8.  Mis.  Doc.  121,  July  20, 1882 ;  pension  appro- 
priation law,  section  5  (PnbUc  No.  176)  approved  July  25, 1882;  8.  Ex.  Doc.  193,  Au- 
gasl2,  1882. 

At  aeon  as  payment  was  made  to  the  pensioner  or  on  July  20, 1882,  resolutions  of 
inquiry  were  offered  in  the  Senate  requiring  both  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and 
the  Attorney-General  to  explain  why  they  disobeyed  the  Senate,  inasmuch  as  it  had 
directed  by  a  resolntioii  of  Jnly  11  a  suspension  of  proceedings  in  General  Burnett's 
case,  pending  the  action  of  Congress  npon  thQ  subject. 

The  petitioner  at  that  time  was  of  iidvanoed  years  and  in  feeble  health.  He  knew 
that  the  special-act  certificate  would  die  with  him,  and  that  no  rights  thereunder 
could  survive  to  his  good  and  faithful  wife,  whereas  under  the  general  pension  laws 
she  might  hereafter  claim  his  pension  of  the  higher  grade.  The  relator  had  had  a 
hard  struggle  through  nearlv  three  long  years  to  obtain  his  certificate,  issued  July  17, 
1882.  His  case  has  been  before  three  Presidents  and  three  Attorneys -General,  and  it 
had  been  sent  for  opinions  9even  times  to  the  Department  of  Justice.  The  anxiety  con- 
sequent npon  this  strnggle  further  and  greatly  impaired  his  health,  whioh  through- 
out a  period  of  more  than  thirty -five  years  has  been  shattered  by  the  effects  of  wounds 
and  disease  received  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States.  This  struggle  fur- 
ther broke  the  health  of  his  devoted  wife,  which  long  since  gave  way  in  her  sixteen 
? rears  of  ministering  care  npon  this  battle-scarred  hero.  The  proceedings  had  in  the 
ast  (Congress  worked  great  excitement  and  mental  Buffering  nynnx  the  petitioner  and 
upon  his  family.  Their  excitement  added  to  his  own.  It  was  in  this  frame  of  mind, 
apprehensive  that  Congress  would  deprive  him  of  his  greater  pension,  unable  to  con- 
sult his  counsel,  who  was  absent  in  the  State  of  Maine  during  this  entire  hostile  legis- 
lation, anxious  to  provide  for  his  suffering  family,  and  to  secure  their  comfort  as  Mst 
he  could  in  event  of  his  death,  then  daily  expected,  that  he  offered  to  give  up  his 
special-act  certificate,  until  Congress  in  its  bounty  should  restore  it  to  him. 

General  Burnett  maile  this  conditional  relinquishment  July  21, 1882.  On  Jnly  24 
the  President  approved  the  Albert  O.  Miller  special  act,  and  on  July  25  he  approved 
the  pension  appropriation  law.  On  July  31  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  made  a  reply 
to  the  Senate  resolution  of  inquiry.  (8.  Ex.  Doc.  19:J,  Forty-seventh  Congress,  first 
session.) 

Yonr  committee  is  pleased  to  include  in  its  official  report  a  portion  of  this  officer's 


"?.'?.i 


The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  asked  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  his  reasons  for  the 
issuing  of  such  certificates  for  such  double  pension  {lending  the  action  of  Congress  on 
the  subject.  The  question  as  to  what  amount  of  pension  C^eneral  Burnett  was  enti- 
tled to  receive  had  been  submitted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  proper 
officer  of  the  Government,  and  such  officer  had  determined  that  he  was  entitled  to 
the  pensions  of  $50  per  month  and  $75  per  month,  making  a  total  of  $122  per  month. 
That  there  might  be  no  mistake  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  called  for  a  review  of 
that  question.  He  found  on  file  three  carefully  prepared  opinions  of  the  Attomey- 
Qeneial  in  favor  of  paying  the  pension  to  General  Burnett. 

"It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  submitted  the  ques- 
tion in  dispute  between  officers  of  the  Interior  Department  and  General  Burnett  to 
the  Attorney-General  for  his  opinion  with  the  intention  of  ignoring  such  ooiniou  if  it 
was  adverse  to  the  ruling  of  the  Department.  And  when  doubts  arose  in  tne  mind  of 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Interior  as  to  the  proper  administration  of  the  law  under 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  and  he  submitted  the  question  to  the  Attomey- 
Qene^'al,  he  did  not  intend  to  disregard  his  opinion  if  it  should  not  be  in  accordance 
ifith  his  own.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  of  his  opinion  that  the  ordinarv  rules 
of  propriety  would  have  been  grossly  violated  if  he  had  refus«  d  to  receive  as  the  law 
of  the  case  the  law  as  enunciated  by  the  Attorney-General.    The  question  had  passed 
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beyood  the  control  of  the  Intojior  Department  by  the  action  of  the  Preeident  in  ih» 
first  place,  and  secondly  by  the  action  of  the  Department. 

"  Pending  the  proceedings  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  with  reference  to  the 
pension,  a  resolution  was  introduced  into  the  Senate  touching  this  matter.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  understood  as  a  question  of  law  that  there  could  be  no  grooad 
of  controversy  as  to  the  right  of  General  Burnett  to  all  the  pension  money  ttuit  had 
accrued,  and  that  any  proceedings  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  pension  h^etofore 
^htknted  him  could  not  affect  his  right  to  receive  the  money  that  had  accrued  to  hio. 
These  certificatet  had  been  withheld  from  General  BnmeU  under  what  the  law  afar  of  lie 
Government  had  declared  wae  an  improper  ruling  of  the  Department  and  hff  the  withhold 
of  the  certijiealee  he  had  been  deprired  of  the  momey  due  him,  /i  wae  alleged  that  h§  neh  n- 
fiteal  to  paif  he  had  been  greatfg  embarraeeed  and  put  to  great  trouble  and  expenee,  Ih  eih 
able  him  t**  reo^ire  that  money  t(  was  neoeeearif  that  he  ehomJd  hare  his  eertytoates^  t^dek  Ikt 
Attorney- General  hM  declared  it  was  his  right  to  receive. 

"  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  due  administratiosof 
the  law  of  his  Department  did  not  require  him  to  await  the  action  of  Coneress  to  see 
whether  the  law  might  or  might  not  be  repealed;  he  understood  it  was  nis doty  to 
execute  existing  laws,  and  not  such  as  might  be  passed.  If  the  words  in  the  Je4nt 
resolntiony  "  pending  the  action  of  Congreas  on  that  subject,"  are  intended  as  a  deo- 
la^tion  of  the  Senate  that  it  is  the  duty  of  an  officer  charged  with  the  speedv  exe- 
cution of  the  law  to  await  the  action  of  Congress  when  such  law  shall  be  assailed  in 
either  branch  of  Congress,  it  must  be  regards  as  the  enunciation  of  a  new  principle, 
and  one  of  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  oonfeeaes  entire  ignorance. 

*'To  hold  that  an  officer  charged  with  the  execution  of  a  law  most  saspeod  actios 
whenever  that  law  is  assailed  in  Congress  would  enable  a  single  member  to  nullify  tiie 
law  during  the  session  of  Congress.  The  Departmoit  is  charged  with  the  distribntioo 
of  large  sums  of  money  as  pensions  to  those  who  have  been  declared  by  the  competoot 
authority  created  bv  law  entitled  to  the  same.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  when  the 
statutes  providing  for  such  pensions  are  assailed  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  will 
cease  to  pay  such  pensions  and  await  the  action  of  Congress.  The  adminislratioo  ei 
law  must  proceed  until  such  laws  are  repealed  by  competent  authority.  This  waa^ 
course  pursued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  with  reference  to  the  pension  of  Oca- 
eral  Ward  B.  Burnett,  who  has  received  only  that  adjudged  to  be  his  due." 

October  4,  1882,  General  Burnett  revoked  his  relinquishment  of  the  special  act  in- 
crease pension  of  $50  per  month  and  requested  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  reliira 
his  certificate  therefor,  surrendered  July  21,  his  offer  to  relinquish  never  haviii|;  heea 
accepted  by  the  Secretary  or  by  Congress.  October  18,  the  Secretary  refused  to  re- 
turn the  certificate,  whereupon,  October  20,  1882,  the  petitioner  filed  in  the  snpraae 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  a  petition  for  a  mandamus  in  order  to  compel  a  res- 
toration of  the  certificate.  The  petition  was  there  dismissed  ;  but  it  was  immediate 
carried  on  a  writ  of  error  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,*  where,  on  Jtn- 
uary  29,  1883,  a  tnal  decision  was  made  refusing  the  writ  of  mandamus,!  andsabee- 
quently  the  court  declined  to  review  its  decision. 

In  order  that  the  facts  of  this  case,  as  officially  reported,  may  be  folly  nndeistood, 
Tonr  committee  refers  to  the  full  answers  that  were  made  to  the  Senate  resolution  of 
inquiry  of  July  22,  1882,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Attorney-General  of 
the  United  States.  (S.  Ex.  Doc.  193,  Forty-seventh  Congress,  first  session;  8.  Ex. 
Doc.  64,  Forty-seventh  Congress,  second  session.) 

3.  The  law  bearing  upon  this  case. 

In  deciding  the  case  of  General  Burnett  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  after  Iti 
statement  of  the  facts  appearing  of  record,  *«W— 

''  The  right  of  the  relator  *  *  *  has  been  effectually  cut  off  by  section  5  of  ^ 
actof  July  25,  1882— 

**  AK  ACT  making  appropriaiionB  for  the  payment  of  invalid  and  other  pmaiona  of  the  United  StafeB 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1883,  and  for  other  parpoeea. 

*^  Beit  enacted  bv  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  ofAm&ks 
in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  tbesanfeare  hereby,  appropri- 
ated out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  payment 
of  pensions  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1883,  and  for  other  purposes, namely: 

•  ••*••• 

^*  Sec.  5.  That  no  person  who  is  now  receiving,  or  shYill  hereafter  receive,  a  p^isioD 
under  a  special  act  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  addition  thereto  a  pension  under ^ 

•The  United  States  ex  relatione  Whrd  B.  Burnett,  plaintiff  in  error,  r«.  Henry  M. 
Teller,  Secretarv  of  the  Interior,  defendant,  No.  1185,  October  term,  1882. 
tl7  Otto,  p.  64. 
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^neral  law,  nnleas  the  special  act  expressly  states  thit  the  pensioB  granted  thereby 
IS  in  addition  to  the  pension  which  said  person  is  entitled  to  receiye  under  the  general 
law." 

Approved  July  25, 18d2. 

"  It  was  competent  for  Congress  to  pass  this  act.  Xo  pensionerhas  a  vested  legal  right 
to  hi»  pemsufn.  Pensions  are  the  bounties  of  the  Government^  which  Congress  has  the  riaht  to 
oioey  wUhhoUf,  distributey  or  recall,  at  its  discretion.*  Therefore  the  contention  of  the  re 
lator,  that  having  received  the  pension  of  |72  under  the  general  law,  he  is  also  entitled 
to  the  pension  of|50  jrranted  him  by  the  special  act,  is  without  ground  to  rest  on. 

"  His  pension  oertincate,  issued  under  the  special  act,  can  be  of  no  service  to  him 
Qnlem  he  wishes  to  relinquish  the  pension  of  $72  under  the  general  law,  and  fall  back 
QpoD  the  pension  of  $50  granted  nim  by  the  special  act.  But  he  expresses  no  such 
pnrpoM.  *  *  *  He  voluntarily  surrendered  his  pension  under  the  special  act  in 
order  to  receive  the  larger  pension  to  which  he  became  entitled  on  the  passage  of  the  gen- 
oral  act  of  June  16,  1S80.  As  he  is  not  entitled  to  any  pension  money  upon  the  certifi- 
cate under  the  special  act,  which  he  voluntarily  surrendered,  unless  he  waives  his 
right  to  reoeive  the  larger  pension  given  him  by  the  general  law,  which  he  does  not 
do,  a  Judgment  that  the  certificate  be  returned  to  him  wouldl>e  futile.  *  •  •  The 
supreme  court  of  the  District  was,  therefore,  right  in  refusing  the  writ  of  mandamus, 
and  its  Judgment  must  he  affirmed," 

Inasnnuch  as  the  Snpreaie  Court  has  formall:^  declared  that  no  pensioner  has  a  vested 
legal  riffht  to  apension,  resting  that  declaration  upon  the  case  of  Walton  vs.  Cotton, 
in  the  19th  of  Howard,  your  committee  deem  it  proper  to  ouote  more  at  length  trom 
the  opinion  of  a  divided  court  to  show  what  was  decided  in  that  case : 

"  The  qnestion  in  the  case  turns  upon  the  construction  of  these  statutes.  Does  a  right 
constraction  of  them  give  the  pension  due  to  the  grandchildren  of  the  deceased  pen- 
sioner ;  and.  if  so,  does  the  bounty  extend  to  the  representatives  of  his  children,  who 
died  before  his  decease ;  or  do  the  acte  restrict  the  bounty  to  his  children  living  at 
the  time  of  his  death  f  This  last  construction  has  been  adopted  and  acted  upon  by 
the  Government. 

'*  This  view  is  mainly  founded  on  the  considerations  that  on  the  death  of  the  pen- 
sioner the  bounty  is  given  to  the  widow,  and  if  he  leave  no  widow,  to  his  children ; 
that  it  was  a  bounty  of  the  Government,  arising  from  personal  considerations  of  grati- 
tude for  services  rendered,  is  not  liable  to  the  claims  of  creditors,  and  should  not  be 
extended,  by  construction,  to  persons  not  named  in  th6  act. 

**  The  pension  is  undoubtedly  a  bounty  of  the  Gk)vernment,  and  in  the  hands  of  an 
administrator  of  a  deceased  pensioner  it  would  not  be  liable  to  the  claims  of  creditors, 
had  the  acts  of  Congress  omitted  such  a  provision. 

•  •  •  «•  •  •  • 

« Congress  from  high  motives  of  policy,  by  granting  pensions,  alleviate  as  far  as 
they  may  a  class  of  men  who  suffered  in  the  military  service  by  the  hardships  they 
endured  and  the  dangers  they  encountered.  But  to  withhold  any  arrearage  of  this 
bountjr  from  his  grandchildren,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  left  orphans,  and  give 
it  to  his  living  children  on  his  decease,  would  not  seem  to  be  a  fit  discrimination  of 
national  gratitude. 

4»  •  »  •  •  «  « 

**  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  distribute  this  bounty  at  their 
pleasure,  and  to  declare  it  should  not  be  liable  to  the  debts  of  the  benefioianes.  But 
they  will  be  presuired  to  have  acted  under  the  ordinary  inflnences  which  lead  to  an 
equitable  and  not  a  capricious  result.  And  where  the  language  used  may  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  carry  out  a  benign  policy  within  the  reasonable  intent  of  Congress,  it 
should  be  done." 

The  pension  conferred  by  the  act  of  June  4,  1832,  and  subsequent  acts,  brought  for 
review  before  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  just  cited,  was  purely  a  gift  pension,  for 
it  was  granted  to  officers  of  tbe  Revolutionary  war  and  to  their  children  Ions  after 
the  services  of  the  soldier  had  been  rendered.  It  was  given  to  all  without  reference 
to  any  disability  whatever.  It  was  as  readily  given  to  the  hearty  and  hale  survivor 
as  to  the  one  who  had  left  his  limb  upon  the  battle-field.  It  was  a  bounty  or  reward 
given  for  services  already  rendered  instead  of  services  to  be  rendered. 

Tour  committee  reiterate  here  the  views  which  it  expressed  in  a  former  report.t 

The  history  of  our  pension  system  shows  that  our  Government  from  its  inception 
to  the  present  day  recognizes  two  forms  of  pensions,  invalid  and  gratuitous.  Invalid 
pensions  are  sqch  as  have  been  and  are  (^[ranted  to  soldiers  who  were  disabled  or  con- 
*tracted  disease  in  the  line  of  duty  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  country. 
These  pensions  assume  the  form  of  a  contract  whereby  the  Government  agrees  with 

•  WMton  rt.  Cotton,  19  Howard,  355. 

t  Forty-fifth  Congress,  second  sesHion,  House  Report  No.  64  upon  bill  H.  R.  257,  to 
p  nsion  persons  ^lio  served  in  the  Mexican  and  other  wars. 
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the  soldier  at  the  date  of  his  eDlistment,  in  coDaideration  of  hia  enliatoiBiil  and  atfr- 
ice,  to  pay  hiin  a  pension  npon  the  condition  of  hia  being  disabled  in  the  line  of  doty. 
The  other  form,  gratnitoas  pensions,  are  defined  to  be  a  reward  for  military  semees 
rendered,  and  is  an  evidence  of  a  nntion^s  gratitude  to  its  defendera. 

The  very  first  section  of  the  pension  laws  revised  and  consolidated  by  the  act  en* 
titled  ''An  act  to  revise  and  consolidate  the  statutes  of  the  United  8ta4e8  in  force  on 
the  first  day  of  December,  anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
three,"  approved  June  22,  Xd74,  «nd  acts  relating  to  pensions  passed  prior  to  and 
since  that  date,  provides : 

''Sec.  1639.  Ii  any  person,  whether  officer  or  soldier  belonging  to  the  militia  of 
anv  State,  and  called  out  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  oe  wounded  or  dis- 
abled while  in  actual  service,  he  $kall  he  taken  oare  of  and  provided  for  at  the  fiMie 


i^ith  all  respect  for  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  this  Qovemment,  your  commit- 
tee submits  that,  if  "  wo  peneumer  has  a  tteted  legal  right  to  hi$  peneion,*'  Con^^resa  shoold 
tear  from  the  statute-books  the  guarantee  of  the  Government  of  the  Untted  States, 
which  is  expressed  in  section  1639. 

The  pensions  of  soldiers  disabled  in  the  line  of  duty  are  in  no  sense  a  gratni^,bat 
are  supported  by  contract  made  by  the  Government  with  them  at  the  date  of  their 
enlistment,  that  if  disabled  they  should  have  a  pension.  The  oonsideiation  is  the 
service  and  blood  of  the  soldier.  The  parties  were  competent  to  contfaet.  The  sob- 
lect-matter  of  the  contract  was  neither  in  contravention  of  law  nor  of  public  pohcr, 
but  was  expressly  authorized  by  law  and  promotive  of  the  public  good.  It  baa  every 
ingredient  of  a  contract,  as  defined  by  all  the  law-books.  The  pension  waa  predicated 
on  .the  sole  condition  of  the  soldier's  disability  in  the  line  of  duty,  and  upon  the  bsD- 
pening  of  which  condition  the  engagement  of  the  Government  became  a  perfect  veeledrwitr 
and  leai  the  property  of  Ike  eoldier  as  much  as  any  bond  which  he  mag  hate  neld  on  the  Get- 
emment  or  other  choses  in  action  which  he  may  have  owned.  This  view  of  the  na- 
ture of  an  invalid  pension  Is  supported  by  the  opinion  of  that  great  and  leapied  law- 
yer, William  Wirt.  When  Attorney-General,  in  1825,  in  speaking  of  an  intalid  peo- 
Bion,  he  said : 

"It  is  bottomed  only  on  the  single  condition  that  the  husband  and  £itber shall  die 
in  the  service  of  his  countiy,  on  the  happening  of  which  condition  the  public  en^i^ 
ment  becomes  a  debt,  which  is  as  muon  propertv  of  the  widow  and  children  as  aoy 
bond  which  the  deceased  may  have  left  them  by  his  will.'' 

Let  this  Congress  decide  if  a  pension  to  a  wounded  soldier  can  be  repealed  or  with- 
held an^  more  than  the  interest-bearing  bonds  of  the  Government,  put  out  upon  the 
market  in  order  to  raise  money  to  carry  on  the  war.  Is  the  contract  between  the 
Government  and  the  bondholder  any  more  definite  or  completely  executed  than  the 
contract  between  the  Government  (under  section  1639,  U.  S.  Revised  Statutes)  aad 
the  wounded  soldier,  whose  performance  on  his  side  in  epedjte  terme  has  been  kkally 
and  formally  acknowledged  oy  the  Government  by  granting  him  a  pension  f  As  loaf 
as  the  purse  and  the  sword  must  both  contribute  to  preserve  the  Govemmeot,wby 
should  any  benefit  accrue  to  the  purse  when  you  deny  it  to  the  sword,  which  eoo- 
tributes  its  part  in  the  face  of  death f 

General  Burnett  has  had  two  pension  certificates  issued  to  him,  one  under  a  special 
act  of  Congress  and  another  under  a  general  law.  The  Department,  as  it  has  deae 
in  other  casea,  might  have  merged  botn  these  certificates  into  one  certificate  for  fltt 
per  month,  but  it  chose  to  issue  two  certificates.  He  drew  both  penaiooa  for  three 
years. 

It  is  true  that  the  U.  S.  Revised  Statntee  provide  that — 

TWO  PENSIONS  ARB  NOT  ALLOWABLE. 

"  Sec.  4715.  Nothing  in  this  Title  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  allow  more  than  oae 
pension  at  the  same  time  to  the  same  person  or  to  persons  entitled  Jointiy.*' 

The  acts  of  one  Congress  cannot  bind  a  subsequent  Congress ;  no  law  ia  bindiaf 
upon  it  but  the  organic  law  of  the  land.  Now,  who  will  say  tnat  the  Coojgress  in  tS79, 
notwithstanding  section  4715,  could  not  make  an  exception  in  the  petitioner's  caie. 
and  give  him  two  pensions,  or  even  three  pensions,  all  at  the  same  time  f 

It  has  been  the  custom,  and,  almost  without  exception,  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
Government  to  pay  a  pei*son  but  a  sinp^le  pension  at  one  time. 

But  there  was  a  notable  exception  m  tne  case  of  the  widow  of  Commodore  Perry, 
who,  upon  advice  of  the  Attorney-General,  was  granted  two  penaionaal  theMOf 
time.    (6  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,  260,  March  2,  l&l.    3  Opinions,  158,  KovenaberS^ 

There  were  good  reasons  why  the  widow  of  Commodore  Decatur  waa  refaasd  a 
double  pension.  A  general  pension  law,  and  also  a  special  act  of  Conauss  fer  ber 
benefit,  were  enacted  March  3, 1837,  which  waa  the  a4Jouniinent  day  of  Congress;  bot 
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the  special  act  first  became  a  law,  as  it  was  feared  that  the  general  law,  needing 
amenament,  conld  not  be  passed  before  the  adjoamment. 

Under  the  special  act  Mrs.  Decatnr  never  bad  a  favorable  adjadication  npon  her 
cUim.    (3  Opinions,  900,  April  11,  H^.) 

The  lady  then  went  into  conrt  on  a  mandamos,  bnt  she  failed;  she  carried  her  case 
to  this  court,  bnt  she  failed  here.    (Decatnr  v.  Panlding,  14  Peters  (1840),  497.) 

Bnt  petitioner  has  a  different  case.  A  final  and  favorable  abjudication  wai  had 
npon  hia  ri^itsf  and  the  money  to  pay  him,  such,  amonat  as  the  Ezeentive  should 
find  due  to  him^  has  already  been  appropriated,  by  Congress.  The:  Ezecntive,  bv  issn- 
iog  his  two  certificates,  bnilt  a  sore  foundation  for  his  title.  (Marbury  v,  Madison,  1 
Cranch  U903)i  137.    MeBride  v.  Scltinrs,  12  Otto  (1H80),  378.) 

The  act  of  June  16, 1880,  paraed  only  for  the  totally-disiabled  soldiers,  provides  that 
the  penaiott  of  972  per  month  shall  be  in  Ifoa  of  all  ofherptnwionipaid  thm  by  the  Oov- 
emment  of  ike  United  Staiee. 

But  tfaat  law  is  applicable  only  to  those  soldiers  who  have  drawn  pension  under 
one  or  more  general  laws.  If  these  words.  ''All  laws  or  parts  of  laws  inconsistent 
herewith  are  hereby  repealed,''  had  concluded  the  text  of  the  law  of  1880,  even  then 
it  did  n«t  touch  petitioner's  special  act  of  March  3,  1879.  The  only  way  to  repeal  a 
special  Iftw  whieh  confbrs  benefita  on  a  citizen  for  his  services  rendered  to  the  Gov- 
emmeoty  and  under  which  rishts  have  veated,  if  it  can  be  done  at  all,  is  to  repeal  it 
by  another  special  law — certainly  not  by  implication.  Bnt  Congress  evidently  meant, 
by  enactfaig  the  fbUotving  section,  that  a  special  penHon  law  cannot  be  repealed,  ex- 
cept for  fhrad : 

PENSIONS  UNDER  SPECIAL  ACTS. 

Sec.  4790.  When  the  rate,  commencement,  and  duration  of  a  pension  allowed  by 
special  act  are  fixed  by  such  act  they  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  varied  by  the  pro- 
visions and  limitations  of  the  general  pension  lavra. 

The  Congress  knew  that  theXaw  of  1880  did  not  repeal  the  special  act  of  1879 ;  other- 
wise, why  did  it  pass  the  Albert  O.  Miller  bill  T 

[Private— No.  109.] 

AK  ACT  gnnting  a  pcasioii  to  Albert  O.  Miller,  and  for  other  parposet. 

Be  it  onacted  bg  the  Senate  and  Souee  of  BepreeentaUves  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioa 
in  Congreee  aeeembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  tne  Interior  be,  and  he  ishereb^p,  authorized 
and  directed  to  place  on  the  pension  roll,  subiect  to  the  provisions  and  limitations  of 
the  penaion  laws,  the  name  of  Albert  O.  Miller,  late  a  seaman  on  board  the  United 
States  steamship  bien  ville ;  and  that  no  person  who  is  now  receiving  or  shall  hereof  tw  rooiiee 
apen^kam  under  a  svecial  act  shall  be  eniHled  to  receive  in  add%tion  thereto  a  pension  under 
the  general  lawy  unless  the  special  act  expresslg.  states  that  the  pension  granted  thereby  4s  in 
iulditiam  to  thepensimi  which  said  person  is  enHtled  to  receive  under  the  general  law. 

Approved  July  24,  1882. 

Even  this  law  did  not,  in  the  Judgment  of  Congress,  repeal  petitioner's  special  act^ 
for  on  the  following  dav  it  passed  a  law  which  was  intended  to  be  still  more  of  a 
general  aharaoter,  as  follows: 

[PuBUC— No.  176.] 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  invaUd  and  other  pensions  of  the  United  States 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth^  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enaeted  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioa 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appro- 
priated oftt  of  anv  money  in  the  Treasniy  not  othewise  appropriated,  for  the  payment 
of  penaions  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  ana  eighty- 
three,  and  for  other  purposes,  namely : 

•  •  •  •  •  ^  » 

Sec  5.  That  no  person  who  is  now  receiving  or  shall  hereafter  receive  a  pension 
nnder  a  special  aot  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  m  addition  thereto  a  pension  under  the 
general  law,  unless  the  sfiecial  act  expressly  states  that  the  pension  granted  thereby 
18  in  addition  to  the  pension  which  said  person  is  entitled  to  receive  under  the  general 
law 

Approved  July  25, 1882.  • 

The  Supreme  Court  has  left  the  special  aot  of  March  3,  1879,  in  full  force,  though 
suspended  in  its  operation  for  any  period  that  General  Burnett  shall  draw  a  pension 
npon  his  $72  certificate.  The  court  distinctly  stated  that  he  became  entitled  to  this 
larger  pension  on  the  passage  of  the  seneral  act  of  June,  16, 1880. 

Here  comes  to  Congress  for  relief  a  bearer  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  foreign  lands,  whose  regimental  flag  was  the  first  one  planted  at  the  headquarters 
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of  Santa  Anna  at  Ceiro  Oordo  after  the  United  States  troopahad  captured  the  poeitkni 
held  by  the  whole  Mexican  line,  and  which  was  the  first  flag  planted  on  the  eleyated 
causeway  opposite  Portalis  in  the  battle  of  Charnbnsco :  who  returned  to  hit  State 
the  first  American  flag  that  was  planted  upon  the  castle  Chapal tepee,  eten  before  the 
Mexican  standard  was  haaled  down  from  the  plaza  of  the  castle,  and  at  tlie  saine  mo- 
ment when  one  of  the  Mexican  generals  surrendered  his  troops  and  the  key  (o  the 
enemy's  position  to  the  men  of  the  First  Regiment  of  New  York  Yolnn teen;  by  wboid 
side  is  shown  in  the  great  painting  of  him  now  hanging  in  the  City  Hall  in  New  York 
the  national  flag  presented  by  General  Winfield  Scott  to  his  regiment  at  the  Kational 
Palace  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  tn  January,  1848,  in  honor  of  its  gallant  cond act  through 
the  war.  Here  comes  the  soldier  who  thus  presented  the  flags  of  his  eouDtry  tohis 
command  at  the  island  of  Lobos,  Mexico,  in  February,  1847,  upon  their  knees,  repeat- 
ing this  oath  from  his  lips :  **  No  enemy  shall  capture  these  colois  while  oar  lires  are 
spared  to  defend  them.''  Here  comes  a  com panion  of  Daniel  Webster,  of  Andrew  Jm  k- 
son.  of  Henry  Clay,  against  whom  was  closed  the  doors  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States. 

Here  comes  the  man  who  is  the  oldest  living  graduate  of  West  Point,  who  became 
a  general  in  the  Mexican  war.  Of  the  fruits  of  his  valor  was  a  territory  con<^oered  by 
these  United  States,  in  1848,  almost  one-quarter  in  extent  of  its  then  existmg  ana, 
which  is  now  peopled  by  1,500,000  souls,  and  which,  from  its  mines  alone,  comd  pay 
our  national  debt. 

Here  comes  the  man  who  was  honored  as  the  bravest  officer  in  the  Mexican  war, for 
by  a  vote  of  his  comrades  in  arms  he  was  awarded  the  gold  box  of  President  Jackioo, 
which  bears  the  following  inscription : 

[Front  aide.] 

February  23, 1819. 

Presented  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonaltv  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to 
Mi^or^General  Andrew  Jackson,  with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  as  a  testimonial  of  re- 
spect for  his  high  ndhtary  serrlce. 

[Beverae  aide.] 
The  Hermitaqb,  Tenicessbb,  Auguti  17, 1859. 
BequeaOed 

by  Migor-General  Andrew  Jackson  **to  that  patriot  of  New  York  City  who  (ahonld 
our  happy  country  not  be  blessed  with  peace)  should  be  adjudged  by  his  ooontrjm^ 
to  have  been  the  most  distinguished  in  defense  of  his  country  and  our  country's  righti." 
And, 

Awarded 

under  that  request  by  the  general  voice  of  his  brothers  in  arms  to  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Ward  B.  Burnett,  colonel  of  the  1st  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunt«er8  in 
the  late  war  w  ith  Mexico. 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  Jr.,  l^rutte. 

Here  comes,  in  his  75th  year,  a  man  who  has  become  t-otally  blind  froni  the  eflwta 
of  wounds  received  in  battle  for  his  country,  upon  a  battle-field  in  a  forei^  land. 

Yoor  committee,  believing  that  the  present  pension  of  |72  per  month  is  madeqoate 
to  meet  the  wants  of  Qener^  Burnett,  do  hereby  recommend  and  offer  for  passage  tko 
accompanying  bill. 
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Ut  Session.       i  )  No.  544. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  14, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Sherman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

The  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  report  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  10,  1882,  as  follows — 

AN  ACT  to  aaUiorize  the  erection  of  a  stfttne  of  Chief  JoBtice  MianhaU. 

Be  it  enacted  bif  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse 
of  Representatives  do  appoint  a  Joint  committee  of  three  Senators  and  three  Rep- 
resentatiTes  with  authority  to  contract  for  and  erect  a  statne  to  the  memory  of 
Chief  Justice  John  MarshaU,  formerly  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States; 
that  said  statue  shall  he  placed  in  a  suitable  public  reservation,  to  be  designated  by 
said  joint  committee,  in  the  city  of  Washington ;  and  for  said  purpose  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appro- 
priateid  ont  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated — 

your  committee,  in  connection  with  the  trustees  of  the  Marshall  Me- 
morial Fund,  contracted  with  and  have  received  from  the  artist,  W. 
W.  Story,  a  bronze  statue  of  John  Marshall,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  which  has  been  placed  on  the  site  selected,  near  the  west 
firont  of  the  Capitol,  and,  in  accordance  with  separate  resolutions  of  the 
two  bouses,  was,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1884,  unveiled  in  the  presence  of 
both  houses  of  Congress,  the  chief  officers  of  the  various  Departments 
of  the  Government,  the  descendants  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  and 
many  citizens,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  in  the  order  as  follows : 

Order  of  exercises  at  the  unveiling  of  the  statue  of  John  Marshall,  late  Chief  Justice  United 

States, 

On  Saturday,  May  10,  1884. 

Music — Marine  band. 
Prayer Rev.  Dr.  Armstrong. 

Music. 
Address The  Chief  Justice. 

Music. 
Oration William  Henry  Rawle,  Esq. 

Music. 
Benediction. 

Hon.  John  Sherman,  by  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  introduced  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  as  presiding  officer.  ^^^^^^^  ^^ (^OOgle 


2  8TATUE   OF  CHIEF  JUSTICE   HAB8HALU 

^  The  Bev.  Dr.  J.  G.  Armstrong,  pastor  of  the  Momunental  chnrek, 
BicLmond,  Ya.,  then  delivered  the  following  prayer: 

O  Ood— Father,  Sod,  and  Holy  Spirit!  We  adore  Thee  as  the  Father  of  all  mia- 
klDd,  and  of  onr  Lord  Jesaii  Christ,  the  center  and  hood  of  the  great  hrotherhood  of 
man,  in  whom  there  i«  neither  Jew  nor  Greek.  We  adore  Thee  as  the  answerer  of 
prayer,  who  holdout  in  Thy  grasp  all  the  physical,  intellectnal.  political,  and  morsl 
forces  of  the  world,  and  canst  sdiiist  and  direct  them  to  intellig««nt  and  heoefiesot 
ends.  In  this  faith  we  pray  to-day  for  thy  blessing  npon  onr  nation  in  all  her  gor- 
emmentul  departments.  Direct  her  legislators,  in  Congress  and  State  legisUtom. 
to  the  enactment  of  snch  laws  as  shall  secure  to  all  the  people  of  the  land  their  fall 
oonstitntional  rights,  and  as  shall  be  in  conformity  to  that  hisher  law  whose  seat  is 
the  bosom  of  God,  and  whose  voice  the  harmony  of  the  wond."  May  her  jndgeL 
supreme  and  snbordinate.  interpret  the  laws  nnder  the  lights  of  strict  intep^ty  sod 
justice.  And  in  the  hands  of  her  executives  may  the  laws  be  administered  imqiect- 
ive  of  party  or  sectional  interest,  without  partiality  and  without  hypocrisy. 

And  we  bless  Thy  name  for  sll  that  Thon  hast  done  for  our  nation.  We  bless  Thee 
for  her  great  men,  for  her  warriors,  her  statesmen,  her  orators,  her  poets,  and  her  meo 
of  science,  come  they  from  whatever  quarter — North,  South,  East,  or  West — ^whobsTe 
been  such  powerful  factors  in  the  production  of  the  national  character  and  reputa- 
tion. Ana  especially  do  we  to-day  bless  Thee  for  the  life  of  him  whose  statue  is  sow 
to  be  unveiled,  whom  a  nation  honors,  and  whose  memory  a  nation  would  cheriali and 
perpetuate.  May  the  example  of  his  pure  personal  and  juridic  life  stimulate  the  pri' 
vate  citizen  and  the  ermined  Judge  to  the  faithful  performance  of  dntv  and  the  emo- 
lation  of  his  great  virtues.  And  may  Thy  Kingdom  come  and  Thy  will  be  done  as  in 
Heaven  so  in  our  land^  and  so  in  all  the  earth,  through  Jesus  Christ  onr  Lord,  who 
liveth  and  reigueth  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  ever  One  God,  world  with- 
out end.    Amen. 

Hon.  Morrison  B.  Waite,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States^  spoke  as 
follows : 

Chief  Justice  Marshall  died  in  Philadelphia  on  the  6th  of  Jnly,  1835.  Tbenextday 
the  bar  of  that  city  met  and  resolved  **  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  bar  of  the 
United  States  to  coH)perate  in  erecting  a  niounuient  to  his  memory  at  some  soitsble 
place  in  the  city  of  Washington.  *'  The  commiiiee  charged  with  the  duty  of  carryioi: 
this  recommendation  into  eil'ect  were  Mr.  Dnponcean,  Mr.  Binney,  Mr.  Sergeant.  Mr. 
Chauncey,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll.  A  few  days  later  the  bar  of  the  city  »f  New  York 
appointed  Mr.  S.  P.  Staples.  Mr.  R.  M.  Blatchford,  Mr.  Beverley  Robinson,  Ur.  Ho^ 
Maxwell,  and  Mr.  George  Griffin  to  represent  them  in  the  work  which  bad  thus  beeji 
inaugurated.  Undonbtedly  there  were  similar  organisations  in  other  localities,  bat 
the  publications  of  the  day,  to  which  access  has  been  had,  contain  no  notice  of  them. 
The  Philadelphia  committee,  **  desiring  to  make  the  subscriptions  as  exteosive  as 
poKHJlile,  and  to  avoid  inconvenience  to  those  who  may  be  willing  to  unite  with  them," 
expreHsed  the  wish  ^*  that  individual  subscriptions  sbonld  be  moderate,  sod  that  the 
reqnired  amount  may  be  made  np  by  the  number  of  contributions,  rather  than  the 
magnitude  of  particular  donations,  so  that  the  monument  may  truly  be  the  work  of 
the  bar  of  the  United  States,  and  an  enduring  evidence  of  their  veneration  for  the 
memory  of  the  illustrious  deceased."  Accordingly,  in  Philadelphia  no  more  than  teo 
dollars'was  received  from  anyone  member,  and  the  committees  of  other  localities  were 
advised  of  the  adoption  of  this  regulation.  In  this  way  the  sum  of  three  thooeaod 
dollars  was  collected,  and  then  the  subscriptions  stopped.  Not  so,  however,  the  work 
of  the  Philadelphia  committee — oVt  as  1  prefer  to  sail  them,  the  Philadelphia  trustees— 
for  a  few  years  ago  the  last  survivor  of  them  brought  out  their  package  of  eecnrities, 
and  it  was  sbuwu  that  nnder  their  carefnl  and  Judicious  management  the  $3,000  of 
1835  had  grown  in  1880  to  be  almost  $20,000. 

At  this  time  it  was  thought  something  might  be  done  by  the  bar  alone  to  carry  oat, 
in  an  appropriate  way,  the  original  design ;  but  Congress,  in  order  that  the  natioa 
might,  join  the  bar  in  honoring  the  memory  of  the  great  man  to  whom  so  mnch  was 
due,  added  another  $20,000  to  the  lawyers' fund,  and  to-day  Congress  as  well  ts  the 
bar  has  asked  you  here  to  witness  the  unveiling  of  a  monument  which  has  been  erected 
under  these  circumstances. 

For  twenty-fonr  years  there  sat  with  the  Chief  Justice  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court  one  whose  name  is  largely  associated  with  his  own  in  the  judicial  history  of 
the  times.  I  need  hardly  say  1  refer  to  Mr.  Justice  Story.  Fortunately,  a  son  of  his, 
once  a  lawyer  himself,  had  won  distinction  in  the  world  of  art,  and  so  it  was  special! j 
fit  thiit  he  should  be  employed,  as  he  was,  to  develop  in  bronze  the  form  of  one  to 
had  from  his  earliest  childhood  bee  i  taught  to  love  and  to  revere.  How  taithfhlly 
and  how  appropriately  he  has  performed  his  task  you  will  suon  be  permitted  to  see. 

But,  before  this  is  done,  let  me  say  a  few  words  of  him  we  now  commemorate.  Mr. 
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Justice  Story,  iu  au  addreNS  delivered  on  th^ occasion  of  his  death,  speaks  **  of  those 
exquisite  Judgments,  the  fruits  of  his  own  nnassisted  meditations,  from  which  the 
court  has  received  so  mnch  bouor/'  and  I  have  sometimes  thought  even  the  har  of 
the  country  hardly  realizes  to  what  extent  he  was,  iu  souie  respects,  nnassistod.  He 
was  appoint«Ml  Chief  Justice  in  January,  1801,  and  took  his  seat  on  the  bench  at  the 
lirilowing  February  term.  The  court,  had  then  been  in  existence  but  eleven  yeaos, 
and  in  that  time  less  thau  one  hundred  cases  had  passed  under  its  Judgment.  The 
engrossed  minntes  of  its  doiogs  cover  only  a  little  more  than  two  hundred  pages  of 
one  of  the  volumes  of  its  records,  and  ifs  reported  decisions  fill  but  hve  hundi^pagea 
of  three  volumes  of  the  reports  published  by  Mr.  Dallas.  The  courts  of  the  several 
colonies  l»efore  the  Revolution,  and  of  the  States  afterwards,  had  done  all  that  was 
required  of  them,  and  yet  the  volumes  of  their  d«9cisi(ms  published  before  1801  can  be 
counted  on  little  more' than  the  fingers  of  a  single  hand,  and  if  these  and  all  the  cases 
decided  before  that  ti  e.  which  have  been  rep<»rted  since,  were  put  into  volumes  of 
the  size  now  issned  by  the  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  would  not  require  the 
fingers  of  both  the  hands  for  their  full  enumeration.  The  re|M>rted  decisions  of  all 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  were  put  into  a  little  more  than 
two  hundred  pages  of  Dallas. 

In  this  condition  of  the  jurispnidence  of  the  country  Marshall  took  his  place  at  the 
head  of  the  natitmal  Judiciary.  The  Oovernment,  under  the  Constitution,  was  only 
organized  twelve  yeais  before,  andiu  the  interval  eleven  aniendments  of  the  Consti- 
tution had  been  regularly  proposed  aud  adopted.  Comparatively  nothing  had  been 
done  Judicially  to  defiue  the  powers  or  develop  the  resources  of*  the  Constitution. 
The  common  law  of  the  nn»ther  country  ha<l  been  either  silently  or  by  express  enact- 
meut  adopted  as  the  foundation  of  the  system  by  which  the  rights  of  persons  and 
property  were  to  be  determined,  but  scarcely  anything  had  been  done  by  the  courts 
to  adapt  it  to  the  new  form  of  government,  or  to  the  new  relations  of  social  life  which 
a  successful  revolution  had  prodnce«t.  In  short,  the  nation,  the  Constitution,  and  the 
laws  were  in  their  infancy.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  most  fortunate  for  the 
country  that  the  great  Chief  Justice  retained  his  high  position  for  thirty-four  years, 
and  that  during  all  that  time,  with  scarcely  any  interruption,  he  kept  on  with  the  work 
he  showed  himself  so  competent  to  perform.  As  year  after  year  went  by  and  new  oc- 
casion required,  with  his  irresistable  logic,  enforced  by  his  cogent  English,  he  de- 
veloped the  hidden  treasures  of  the  Constitution,  demonstrated  its  capacities,  and 
showed  beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt  that  a  government  rightfully  administered  un- 
der its  authority  could  protect  itself  against  itself  and  against  the  world.  He  kept 
himself  at  thn  front  on  all  questions  of  constitutional  law,  and,  consequently,  his 
master  hand  is  seen  in  every  case  which  involved  that  subject.  At  the  same  time  he 
aud  his  co-workers,  whose  names  are,  some  of  them,  almost  as  familiar  as  his  own, 
were  engaged  in  laying,  deep  and  strong,  the  foundations  on  which  the  Jurisprudence 
of  the  country  has  since  been  built.  Hardly  a  day  now  passes  in  the  court  he  so  dig- 
nified and  adorned  without  reference  to  some  decision  of  his  time  as  establishing  a 
priocipl^  which,  from  that  day  to  this,  has  been  accepted  as  undoubted  law. 

It  is  not  strange  that  this  is  so.  Great  as  he  was,  he  was  made  greater  by  those 
about  him,  and  the  events  in  the  midst  of  which  he  lived.  He  sat  with  Paterson. 
with  Bushrod  Washington,  with  William  Johnson,  with  Livingston,  with  Story,  ana 
with  Thompson,  and  there  came  before  him  Webster  aud  Pinckney  and  Wirt  and 
Dexter  and  Sargeaut  and  Binney  and  Martin,  and  many  others  equally  illustrious, 
who  then  made  up  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  was  a  giant  among  giants. 
Abundance  of  time  was  taken  for  consideration.  Judgments,  when  announced,  were 
the  result  of  deliberate  thought  and  patient  investigation,  and  opinions  were  never 
filed  until  they  had  been  prepared  with  the  greatest  care.  The  first  volume  of  Crauch's 
Reports  embraces  the  work  of  two  full  years,  and  all  the  opinions  save  one  are  from 
the  pen  of  the  Chief  Justice.  Twenty-tive  cases  only  are  reported,  bur  among  them 
is  Marbury  v.  Madison,  in  which,  for  the  first  time,  it  wasanimunced  by  the  Supreme 
Court  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  judiciary  to  declare  an  act  of  the  legislative  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  invalid  if  clearly  repugnant  to  the  Constitution. 

After  this  came,  in  quick  succession,  all  the  various  questions  of  constitutional,  in- 
ternational, and  general  law  which  would  naturally  present  themselves  for  judicial 
determination  in  a  new  and  rapidly  developing  country.  The  complications  growing 
out  of  the  wars  iu  Europe,  aud  of  our  own  war  with  Great  Britain,  brought  up  their 
disputes  for  settlement,  and  the  boundary  line  between  the  powers  of  the  States  and 
of  the  United  States  had  more  than  once  to  be  run  and  marked.  The  authority  of 
the  United  Srafes  was  extended  by  treaty  over  territory  not  originally  within  its  Ju- 
risdiction. All  the.se  involved  the  consideration  of  subjects  comparatively  new  in  the 
domain  of  the  law,  and  rights  were  to  be  settled,  not  on  authorities  alone,  but  by  the 
Application  of  the  principles  of  right  reiisou.  Here  the  Chief  Justice  was  at  home, 
and,  when  at  the  enil  of  his  long  and  eminent  career  he  laid  down  his  life,  he,  and 
those  who  had  so  ably  assisted  him  in  his  great  work,  had  the  right  to  say  that  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  had  been  carefully  preserved  and  wisely  admin- 
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istered.    Tlie  nation  can  never  honor  him,  or.  them,  too  much  for  the  work  they  Ac- 
complished. • 

Without  detaining  you  longer,  I  ask  yon  to  look  upon  what  is  hereafter  to  reprcfient, 
at  the  seat  of  government,  the  reverence  of  the  Congress  and  the  bar  of  the  United 
States  for  John  Marshall,  ''The  Expounder  of  the  Constitution." 

Mr.  William  Henry  Kawle,  of  Philadelphia,  then  delivered  the  follow- 
ing  oration : 

John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  has  been  dead  for  nearly  half  ft 
century,  and  if  it  be  asked  why  at  this  late  day  we  have  come  together  to  do  tudj 
Justice  to  his  memory  and  unveil  this  statue  in  his  honor,  the  answer  may  begiT«D 
in  a  few  words.  The  history  dates  from  his  death.  He  had  held  his  last  coort,  and 
had  come  northward  to  seek  medical  aid  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  there,  on  tbr 
6th  of  July,  1835,  he  died.  While  tributes  of  respect  for  the  man  and  of  grief  for  the 
national  loss  were  paid  throughout  the  country,  it  was  felt  by  the  bar  of  the  citj 
where  he  died  that  a  lasting  monument  should  bo  erected  to  his  memory  in  the 
capital  of  the  nation.  To  this  end  subscriptions,  limited  in  amount,  were  a^ked. 
About  half  came  from  the  bar  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  rest,  the  largest  conthba- 
tion  was  from  the  city  of  Richmond,  but  all  told,  the  sum  was  utterly  iosofficifot 
What  money  there  was,  was  invested  by  trustees  as  "The  Marshall  Memorial  Knnd," 
and  then  the  matter  seemed  to  pass  out  of  men's  minds.  Nearly  fifty  j'ears  went  oo. 
Another  generation  and  still  another  came  into  the  world,  till  lately,  on  the  death  of 
the  survivor  of  the  trustees,  himself  an  old  man,  the  lat«  Peter  McCall,  the  ahndet 
forgotten  fund  was  found  to  have  been  increased,  by  honest  stewardship,  serea-fold. 
Of  the  original  subscribers  but  six  were  known  to  be  alive,  aud  upon  their  applies- 
tion  trustees  were  appointed  to  apply  the  fund  to  its  original  purpose.  It  happened 
that  at  this  time  the  Forty-seventh  Congress  appropi-iatedof  the  people's  money  a  lam 
about  equal  in  amount  for  the  erection  of  a  statue  to  the  memory  of  Chief  Jastice 
Marshall,  to  be  "  placed  in  a  suitable  public  reservation  in  the  city  of  Waabingt4XD/ 
To  serve  their  common  purpose,  the  Congressional  committee  and  the  trustees  agreed  to 
unite  in  the  erection  of  a  statue  and  pedestal ;  aud  after  much  thought  and  care  th« 
commission  was  intrusted  to  William  W.  Story,  an  artist  who  brought  to  the  task  not 
only  his  acknowledged  genius,  but  a  keen  desire  to  perpetuate  through  the  wt^kof 
his  hands  the  face  and  form  of  one  who  had  been  not  only  his  father's  profeasonal 
brother  but  the  object  of  his  chiefest  respect  and  admiration.  That  work  now  standi 
before  you.    Its  pedestal  bears  the  simple  inscription  : 

JOHN  MARSHALL 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

ERECTED  BY 

THE  BAR  AND  THE  CONGRESS 

OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

A.  D.  MDCCCLXXXIV. 

No  more  *' suitable  public  reservation''  could  be  found  than  the  ground  on  which 
we  stand,  almost  within  the  shadow  of  the  Capitol  in  which  for  more  than  thirty  year* 
he  held  the  highest  judicial  position  in  the  country. 

It  may  well  be  that  the  even  tenor  of  his  judicial  life  has  driven  from  somemiad* 
the  story  of  his  brilliant  and  eventful  youth.  The  same  simplicity,  the  same  modtiOT 
which  marked  the  child  di-^tinguished  the  great  Chief  Justice,  but  as  a  judge,  hi» life 
was  necessarily  one  of  thought  and  study,  of  enforced  retirement  from  moch  of  the 
busy  world,  dealing  more  with  results  than  processes,  and  the  surges  of  faction  tad 
of  passion,  the  heat  of  ambition,  the  thirst  of  power  reached  him  not  in  his  high  jodi- 
cial  station.  Yet  he  had  himself  been  a  busy  actor  on  the  scenes  of  life,  and  if  ha 
lA^ter  days  seemed  colorless,  the  story  of  his  earlier  years  is  full  of  chann. 

The  eldest  of  a  large  family,  reared  in  Fauquier  County,  in  Virginia,  he  waaooeoi  th# 
tenderest,  the  most  lovable  of  children.  He  had  never,  said  his  father, aerioualvdi*- 
pleased  him  in  his  life.  To  his  mother — tohis  sisters  especially— did  he  bear  that  chivftj- 
rous  devotion  which  to  the  last  hour  of  his  life  he  showed  to  women.  Such  edocation  «• 
came  to  him  was  little  got  from  schools,  for  the  thinly-settled  country  and  hiafaihw^ 
limited  means  forbade  this.  A  year's  Latin  at  fourteen  at  a  school  a  hundred  miW 
from  his  home,  and  another  year's  Latiu  at  home  with  the  rector  of  the  pariah  wmU» 
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snm  of  hiB  classical teachiDg.  What  else  of  it  he  learned  was  with  the  unsympathetic 
aid  of  grammar  and  dictionary.  But  his  father — who,  Marshall  was  wont  to  say,  was 
a  far  abler  man  thau  any  of  his  sons,  and  who  in  early  life  was  Washington's  com- 
panion as  a  land  surveyor,  and,  later,  fought  gallantly  under  him — his  father  was 
well  read  in  English  literature,  and  loved  to  open  its  treasures  to  the  quick,  receptive 
mind  of  his  eldest  child,  who  in  it  all,  especially  in  history  and  still  more  in  poetry, 
found  an  enduring  delight.  Much  of  his  time  was  passed  in  the  open  air,  among  the 
hills  and  valleys  of  that  beautiful  country,  and  thus  it  was  that  in  active  exercise,  in 
day  dreams  of  heroism  and  poetry,  in  rapid  and  eager  mastery  of  such  learning  as 
came  within  his  reach,  and  surrounded  by  the  tender  love,  the  idolatry  of  a  happy 
family,  his  earlier  days  were  passed. 

The  first  note  of  war  that  rang  through  the  land  called  him  to  arms,  and  from  1775, 
when  was  his  first  battle  on  the  soil  or  bis  own  State,  uutil  the  end  of  1779,  he  was 
in  the  army.  Thnmafh  the  battles  of  Iron  Hill,  of  Brandy  wine,  of  Germantown,  and 
of  Monmouth,  he  bore  himself  bravely,  and  through  the  dreary^  privations,  the  hunger^ 
and  the  nakedness  of  that  ghastly  winter  at  Val^y  Forge,  his  patient  endurance  and 
Ms  cbeeriness  bespoke  the  very  sweetest  temper  that  ever  man  was  blessed  with.  So 
long  as  any  lived  to  speak,  men  would  tell  how  he  was  loved  by  the  soldiers  and  by 
his  brother  officers  ;  how  he  was  the  arbiter  of  their  differences  and  the  composer  of 
their  disputes,  and  when  called  to  act,  as  he  often  was,  as  judge  advocate,  he  exer- 
cised thait  peculiar  and  delicate  judgment  required  of  him  who  is  not  only  tbe  pros- 
ecutor but  the  protector  of  the  accused.  It  was  in  the  duties  of  this  office  that  he 
first  met  and  came  to  know  well  the  two  men  whom  of  all  others  on  earth  he  most 
admired  and  loved  and  whose  impress  he  bore  through  his  life,  Washington  and  Ham- 
ilton. 

While  of  Marshall's  life  war  was  but  the  brief  opening  episode,  yet  before  we  leave 
these  days,  one  part  of  them  has  a  peculiar  charm.  There  were  more  officers  than 
were  needed,  and  he  had  come  back  to  his  home.  His  letters  from  camp  had  been 
read  with  delight  by  his  sisters  and  his  sisters'  friends.  His  reputation  as  a  soldier 
had  preceded  him,  and  the  daughters  of  Virginia,  then,  as  ever,  ready  to  welcome 
those  who  do  service  to  the  State,  greeted  him  with  their  sweetest  smiles.  One  of 
these  was  a  shy,  diffident  girl  of  fourteen ;  and  to  the  amazement  of  all,  and  perhaps 
to  her  own,  from  that  time  his  devotion  to  her  knew  no  variableness  neither  shadow 
of  turning.  She  afterwards  became  his  wife,  and  for  fifty  years,  in  sickness  and  in 
health,  he  loved  and  cherished  her  till,  as  he  himself  said,  **  her  sainted  spirit  fled 
from  the  sufferings  of  life."  When  her  release  came  at  last,  he  mourned  her  as  he  had 
loved  her,  and  the  years  were  few  before  he  followed  her  to  the  grave. 

But  from  this  happy  home  he  tore  himself  away,  and  at  the  college  of  William  and 
Mary  attended  a  course  of  law  lectures,  and  in  aue  time  was  admitted  to  practice. 
But  practice  there  was  none,  for  Arnold  had  then  invaded  Virginia,  and  it  was  liter- 
ally true  that  inter  arMasileHt  leges.  To  resist  the  invasion,  Marshall  returned  to  the 
army,  and  at  its  end,  there  bein^  still  a  redundance  of  officers  in  the  Virginia  line,  he 
resigfied  bis  commission  and  again  took  up  his  studies.  With  the  return  of  peace  the 
courts  were  opened  and  his  career  at  the  bar  began.  Tradition  tells  how  even  at 
that  early  day  his  characteristic  traits  began  to  show  themselves— his  simple,  quiet 
bearing,  his  frankness  and  candor,  his  marvelous  grasp  of  principle,  his  power  of  clear 
statement,  and  his  logical  reasoning.  It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  his  rapid  rise  ex- 
cited no  envy  among  his  associates,  for  his  other  high  qualities  were  exceeded  by  his 
modesty.  In  afterlife,  this  modesty  was  wont  to  attribute  his  success  to  the  "too 
partial  regard  of  his  former  companions-in-arms,  who,  at  the  end  of  the  war  had  re- 
turned to  their  families  and  were  scattered  over  the  States."  But  the  cause  was  in 
himself,  and  not  in  his  friends. 

In  the  spring  of  1782,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  legislature,  and  in  the  autumn 
chosen  to  the  executive  council.  In  the  next  year  took  place  his  happy  marriage,  his 
removal  to  Richmond,  thenceforth  his  home,  and  soon  after,  his  retirement,  as  he  sup- 
posed, from  public  life.  But  such  was  not  to  be,  for  bis  election  again  and  again  to 
the  Ipginlature  called  on  him  for  service  which  he  was  too  patriotic  to  withhold,  even 
had  he  felt  less  kuHuly  how  full  of  trouble  were  th»  times.  Marsball  threw  himself, 
heart  aud  soul,  into  the  great  questiruis  which  bid  fair  to  destroy  by  dissension  what 
had  been  won  by  arms,  and  opposed  to  the  best  talent  of  his  own  State,  he  ranged 
himself  with  an  unpopular  minority.  In  measured  words,  years  later,  when  he  wrote 
the  life  of  Washington,  he  defined  the  issue  which  then  threatened  to  tear  the  coun- 
trv  asunder.  It  was,  he  said,  '* divided  into  two  great  political  parties,  the  one  of 
which  contemplated  America  as  a  nation,  and  labored  incessantly  to  invest  the  Fed- 
eral head  with  powers  competent  to  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  The  other  at- 
tached itself  to  the  State  government,  viewed  all  the  powers  of  Congress  with  jeal- 
ousy, and  assented  reluctantly  to  measures  which  would  enable  the  head  to  act 
in  any  respect  independently  of  the  members."  Though  the  proposed  Constitution 
might  form,  as  its  preamble  declares,  **  a  more  perfect  anion  "  than  had  the  Articlee 
of  Confederation,  though  it  might  prevent  anarchy  and  save  the  States  from  be- 
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comiog  secret  or  open  eneinicB  of  each  otber,  though  it  miffht  replace  "a  GoTera- 
ment  depencHng  npou  thirteen  distinct  sovereignties  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  faith"  by  one  whose  power  might  regulate  and  control  them  all— the 
more  numerous  and  powerful,  and  certainly  the  more  clamorous  party  insistt^^d  that 
such  evils,  and  evils  wonte  than  these,  were  as  nothing  compart$d  to  the  sum-nderof 
State  independence  to  Federal  sovereignty.  In  public  and  private,  in  popular  meet- 
ings, in  legiMlatures  and  in  conventions,  on  both  sides  passion  waM  mingled  with  argn- 
meut.  Notably  in  Marshall's  own  State  did  many  of  her  ablest  S4>ns,  th'«n  %nd  after- 
wards nioHt  dear  to  her,  throw  all  that  they  had  of  c«>nrage,  of  high  character  an«l  of 
patriotism,  into  the  attempt  tosave  the  young  country  from  its  threatenml  yoke  of  des- 
potism. Equally  brave  and  able  were  those  few  who  led  the  other  party,  and  chief 
among  them  were  Washington,  Madison,  Randolph  and,  later,  Marshall.  Vouog  le 
he  was,  it  was  felt  that  such  a  man  could  not  be  left  out  of  the  State  conventiou  to 
which  the  Constitution  was  to  be  submitted,  but  he  was  warned  by  his  best  friends 
that  unless  he  should  pledge  himself  to  oppose  ft  his  defeat  was  certain.  He  said 
plainly  that,  if  elected,  he  should  be  *'a  determined  advocate  for  its  adoption,''  and 
nis  integrity  and  fearl(5ssness  overcame  even  the  prejndices  of  his  constituents.  And 
in  that  memorable  debate,  which  lasted  five-and- twenty  days,  though,  with  his  nsoal 
modesty,  he  contented  himself  witii  supporting  the  lead  of  Madison,  three  timeehe 
came  to  the  front,  and  to  the  questions  of  the  power  of  taxation,  the  power  over  tlie 
militia,  and  the  power  of  the  judiciary,  he  brought  the  full  force  of  his  fast  develop- 
ing strength.  The  contest  was  severe  and  the  vote  close.  The  Constitution  wasrat- 
ifi^-d  by  a  majority  of  only  ten.  But  as  to  Marshall,  it  has  been  truly  said  tliat  **in 
suHtaining  the  Constitution,  he  unconsciously  prepared  for  his  own  glory  the  imper- 
ishable connection  which  his  name  now  has  with  its  principles."  And  again  bis  mod- 
esty would  have  it  that  he  builded  better  than  he  knew,  for  in  later  times  he  wonid 
a8cri1>e  the  course  which  he  took  to  casual  circumstances  as  much  as  to  judgOK^nl ;  he 
had  early,  he  said^  caught  up  the  words,  **  united  wo  stand,  divided  we  fail;"  the 
feelings  they  inspired  became  a  part  of  his  being :  he  carried  them  into  the  armv 
where,  associating  with  brave  men  from  different  States  who  were  risking  lifi-  and  all 
else  in  a  common  cause,  he  was  confirmed  in  the  habit  of  considering  America  as  his 
country,  and  Congress  as  his  Government. 

The  convention  was  held  in  1788.  Again  Marshall  was  sent  to  the  legislatnrp,  where 
in  power  of  logical  debate  he  confessedly  led  the  House,  until  in  1792  he  left  it  finally. 

During  the  next  live  years  he  was  at  the  height  of  his  professional  repntatioo. 
The  Federal  rei>orts  and  those  of  his  own  State  show  that  among  a  bar  distingai/ihed 
almost  beyond  all  others,  he  was  eugage<l  in  most  of  the  important  cases  ol  the  time. 
A  few  of  thejie  he  has  reported  himself;  they  are  modestly  inserted  at  the  end  of  the 
volume,  and  are  referred  to  by  the  reporter  as  contribut«Ml  **  by  «  gentleman  high  in 
practice  at  the  time,  and  by  whose  permission  they  are  now  published." 

And  here  a  word  must  be  said  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  technical  Ifaming, 
for  it  Is  almost  without  parallel  that  one  should  admittedly  have  held  the  highest  po- 
sition at  the  bar,  and  then  for  thirty-five  years  should,  as  admittedly,  have  held  the  tep- 
utation  of  a  great  judge,  when  the  entire  time  between  ilie  very  coinmciicement  of  h» 
studies  and  his  rolinqnishment  of  practice  was  less  than  seventeen  years.  In  that  gen- 
eration of  lawyers  and  the  generation  which  succeeded  them,  it  was  not  nnuHual  that 
more  than  half  that  time  passed  before  they  had  either  a  cause  or  a  client.  Marshall 
had  em  ])hatica11y  what  is  called  a  legal  mind ;  his  marvelous  instinct  as  to  wha(  the 
law  ought  to  be  doubtless  saved  him  much  labor  which  wasnecessary  to  those  less  in  tel 
lectually  great.  With  the  principles  of  the  science  he  was  of  ccmrse  familiar;  with 
their  sources  he  was  scarcely  less  hO.  A  century  ago  there  was  less  law  to  l)e  learned 
and  men  learned  it  more  completely.  Except  as  to  snch  addition  as  has  of  late  years 
come  to  us  from  the  civil  law,  the  foundation  of  it  was  the  s^ime  as  now— the  same 
common  law,  the  same  decisions,  the  same  statutes — and  in  that  day,  a  century's  sep- 
aration from  the  mother  country  had  wrought  little  change  in  the  colonies  except  to 
adapt  this  law  to  their  local  neeiis  with  marvelous  skill.  Save  as  to  this*,  the  law  of 
the  one  country  was  the  law  of  the  other,  and  the  decisions  at  Westminster  Hall  be- 
fore the  Revolution  were  of  as  much  authority  here  as  there.  There  was  not  a  single 
Eublished  volume  of  American  report*.  The  enormous  superstructure  which  has  since 
een  raised  upon  the  same  foundation,  bewildering  from  its  height,  the  number  of  its 
stories,  the  vast  number  of  its  chambers,  the  intricacies  of  its  passages,  has  been  a 
necessity  from  the  growth  of  a  country  so  rapid  beyond  precedent  in  a  century  to 
which  history  knows  no  parallel.  But  the  foundation  of  it  was  the  same,  and  the 
men  of  the  fast  century  had  not  far  to  go  beyond  the  foundation,  and  hence  their 
technical  learning  was,  as  to  some  at  least,  more  complete,  if  not  more  profound.  There 
were  a  few  who  said  that  Marshall  was  never  what  is  called  a  thoroughly  technical 
lawyer.  If  by  this  is  meant  that  he  never  mistook  the  grooves  and  ruts  of  the  law 
for  the  law  itself —that  he  looked  at  the  law  from  above  and  not  from  below,  and  did 
not  cite  precedent  where  citation  waa  not  necessary — the  remark  might  have  sem- 
blance of  truth,  but  the  same  might  be  said  of  his  noted  abstinence  from  illnstrati<m 
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MXkd  aDftlogy,  both  of  which  he  oonld,  npoo  occasion,  call  io  aid :  bat  no  one  can  read 
those  aiffnmento  at  the  bar  or  judgnieute  on  the  bench  in  which  be  thought  it  needful 
to  egtabush  his  propositions  bv  technical  precedentHi  without  feeling  that  he  pos- 
Mflsed  as  well  the  knowledge  or  their  existence  and  tbe  reason  of  their  existence,  aa 
th«*  power  to  analyze  th«*ui.    But  he  neyer  mistook  the  means  for  the  end. 

Even  in  the  height  of  his  prosperous  labor  ho  never  turned  his  back  upon  public 
duty.  Not  all  the  excesses  of  the  French  revolution  could  make  the  mass  of  Ameri- 
otDn  forget  that  France  had  been  our  ally  in  the  war  with  England,  and  when,  in 
1793,  these  nations  took  arms  against  each  other,  and  our  proclamation  of  neutrality 
was  issued  to  the  world,  loud  and  deep  were  the  curses  that  rang  through  the  land. 
Hated  as  the  proclamation  was,  Marshall  had  no  doubt  of  its  wisdom.  Great  was  his 
){rief  to  oppose  himself  to  the  judgment  of  Madison,  but  he  was  contt'nt  to  share  the 
odium  heaped  upon  Hamilton  and  Washington,  and  to  be  denounced  as  an  aristocrat^ 
a  loyalist,  and  vi  enemy  to  republicanism.  With  rare  courage,  at  a  public  meetiufi^ 
•t  Richmond,  he  defended  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the  administration,  and  his  argu- 
ment as  to  the  Constitutionality  of  the  proclamation  anticipated  the  Judgment  of  th» 
world. 

Two  veara  later  came  a  severer  trial.  Without  his  knowledge  and  against  his  will,. 
Marshall  had  been  again  elected  to  the  legislature.  Our  minister  to  Qreat  Britain 
had  concluded  a  commercial  treaty  with  that  power,  and  its  ratification  had  been 
advise«l  by  the  8«'nate  and  acted  on  by  the  President.  The  indignation  of  the  people 
knew  no  bounds.  In  no  State  was  it  greater  than  in  Virginia.  The  treaty  was  *'  in- 
salting  to  the  dignity,  injurious  to  the  interests,  dangerous  to  the  security,  and  re- 
pugnant to  the  ConHtitntion  of  the  United  State's  ^ — bO  haid  tbe  resolutions  of  a  re- 
markable meeting  at  Richmond,  and  these  words  echoed  through  the  country.  Had 
not  the  Constitution  given  to  Congress  the  right  to  regulate  commerce,  and  how  dared 
the  Executive,  without  Congress,  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  f  Marshairs  friends 
beggt>d  him,  for  his  own  sake,  not  to  stem  the  popular  torrent.  He  hoped  at  tirst  that 
his  own  legislature  might,  as  he  wrote  to  Hamilton  from  Richmond,  *'  ultimatulv 
consult  the  interest  or  honor  of  the  nation.  But  now,''  he  went  on  to  say,  **  when  all 
hope  of  this  had  vanished,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  make  the  experiment,  how- 
ever hazanlous  it  might  be.  A  meeting  was  called  which  was  more  numerous  than 
I  have  ever  seen  at  this  place ;  and  after  a  very  ardent  and  zealous  discnsshm,  which 
consumed  the  day,  a  decided  majority  declared  in  favor  of  a  resolution  that  the  wel- 
fare and  honor  of  the  nation  required  us  to  give  full  effect  to  the  treaty  negotiated 
with  Britain."  Thus  uieaMuredly  he  told  the  story  of  one  of  his  greatest  triumphs, 
and  afterwards,  in  his  place  in  the  House,  he  again  met  the  CouHtitutional  objection 
io  a  siH'ech  whtch,  men  said  at  the  time,  was  even  stronger  than  the  other.  As  he 
apoke  reason  asserted  her  sway  over  passion,  party  feeling  gave  way  to  conviction,, 
and  for  once  the  vote  of  the  House  ^as  turned.  Of  this  speech  no  recorded  trace  re- 
mains, bnt  even  in  that  time,  when  news  travele«l  slowly,  itsfamesprea4i  abroad,  and 
the  subsequent  conduct  of  every  administration  has  to  this  day  rested  upon  the  con- 
struction then  i^iven  to  the  Constitution  by  Marshall. 

Henceforth  hi8  reputation  beeame  national,  and  when,  a  few  mouths  later,  he  came 
to  Philadelphia  to  argue  tbe  great  case  of  the  confiscation  by  Virginia  of  the  British 
debts,  a  contemporary  said  of  him,  *' Speaking,  as  he  always  does,  to  the  judgment 
merely,  and  for  tbe  simple  purpose  of  convincing,  he  was  justly  pronounced  one  of 
the  greatest  men  in  the  country."  He  were  less  than  human  not  to  be  moved  by  this^ 
but,  in  writing  to  a  friend,  he  modestly  said,  **  A  Virginian  who  supported  with  any 
aort  of  reputation  the  measures  of  the  Qovernment  was  such  a  rara  avis  that  I  was 
received  with  a  degree  of  kindness  which  I  had  not  anticipated."  8mm  after  Wash- 
ington ofiered  him  thepo(»itionof  Attorney-General,  and  some  months  later  the  mission 
to  France.  Both  he  declined.  His  determination  to  remain  at  the  bar  was,  he 
thought,  unalterable. 

And  again  he  altered  it.  Our  relations  with  France  had  drifted  from  friendshin 
to  coolncfis,  and  from  coolness  to  almost  war.  Neither  France  herself  nor  the  '^  French 
patriots"  here  had  forgotten  or  forgiven  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  if  thedis- 
gost  at  our  persistant  neutrality  did  not  brok  into  open  war  it  was  because  France 
knew,  or  thought  she  knew,  that  the  entire  American  opposition  to  the  Government 
was  on  her  side.  Just  short  of  war  she  stopped.  Privateers  fitted  out  by  orders  of 
the  French  minister  here  preyed  upon  our  commerce ;  the  very  ship  which  brought 
him  to  our  shores  commenced  to  capture  our  vessels  before  even  his  credentials  had 
been  presented :  later,  by  order  of^  the  Directory  he  suspended  his  diplomatic  func- 
tions here  and  fiung  to  our  people  turgid  words  of  bitterness  as  he  left;  the  minister 
whom  we  had  sent  to  France  when  Marshall  had  declined  to  go,  was  not  only  not 
received,  but  ^«as  ordered  out  of  the  country  and  threatened  with  the  police.  The 
crisis  required  the  greatest  wisdom  and  firmness  which  the  country  could  command. 
Mr.  Adams  was  then  President;  he  never  lacked  firmness,  and  his  words  to  Congress 
at  its  special  session  were  full  of  fearless  dignity.  **  Three  envoys,"  said  he,  *'per- 
•ona  of  talents  and  integrity,  long  known  and  intrusted  in  the  three  great  divisiona 
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of  the  UnioDf"  were  to  be  sent  lo  France,  and  Marshall  wa«  to  be  one  of  them.  It 
went  hard  with  hira,  but  the  struggle  was  short,  and  as  he  left  his  home  at  Richmond 
crowds  of  citizens  attended  him  for  miles,  and  all  party  feeling  was  meiged  in  re- 
spect and  affection.  The  i^sue  of  his  errand  belongs  to  history.  He  has  himself  told 
us,  in  his  Life  of  Washiugton,  how  the  envoys — ^his  own  name  being  characteristically 
withheld — were  met  by  contumely  and  insult;  how  the  wiliest  minister  of  the  age 
suggested  that  a  large  sum  of  money  must  be  paid  to  the  Directory  as  a  mere  prelim- 
inary to  negotiation ;  how,  if  they  refused,  it  would  be  known  at  home  that  they  woe 
corrupted  by  British  influence,  and  how  insults  and  menaces  were  borne  witii  equal 
dignity.  But  he  has  not  told  us  that  his  were  the  two  letters  to  Talleyrand  wbicb 
have  j  nstly  been  regarded  as  among  the  ablest  State  papers  in  diplomacy.  They  were 
unanswerable,  and  nothing  remain^  but  to  get  Marshall  and  one  of  his  colleagues  out 
of  the  country  with  as  little  delay  as  was  consistent  with  additional  marks  of  contempt. 
His  return  showed  that  republics  are  not  always  ungrateful,  for  there  came  oat  to  him 
on  his  arrival  a  crowd  even  greater  than  that  which  had  witnessed  his  departure,  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  other  officials  among  them,  and  at  a  celebration  in  his  honor  tl» 
phrase  was  coined  which  afterwards  became  national,  '*  Millions  for  defense,  but 
not  one  cent  for  tribute." 

Now,  surely,  he  had  earned  the  right  to  return  to  his  loved  professional  labor.  Nor 
only  this — he  had  earned  the  right  to  such  honor  as  the  dignified  labor  of  high  jadieial 
station  could  alone  afibrd.  The  position  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  had  fallen  vacant,  and  tne  President's  choice  restea  on  Marshall.  ^'He  has 
raised  the  American  people  in  their  own  esteem,''  wrote  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  *'and  if  the  influence  of  truth  and  justice,  reason  and  argument,  is  not  lost  in 
Europe,  he  has  raised  the  consideration  of  the  United  States  in  that  c^uarter."  Bat 
again  there  had  come  to  him  the  call  of  duty.  For  Washington,^  who,  in  view  of  the 
expected  war  with  France,  had  been  appointed  to  command  the  army,  had  begged 
Marshall  to  come  to  him  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  there  in  earnest  talk  for  days  dwelt 
upon  the  importance  to  the  country  that  he  should  be  returned  to  Congress.  His  re- 
luctance was  great  not  only  to  re-enter  public  life,  but  to  throw  himself  into  a  con- 
test sure  to  be  marked  with  an  intensity  of  public  excitement,  degeneratiDE  to  pri- 
vate calumny.    If  Washington  himself  had  not  escaped  this,  how  should  hei 

The  canvass  began.  In  the  midst  of  it  came  the  offer  of  the  repose  and  dignity  of 
the  Supreme  Bench.  But  his  word  had  been  given  and  he  at  once  declined.  The 
contest  was  severe,  his  majority  was  small,  and  nis  election,  though  intensely  fnt^ 
ful  to  Washington  and  those  who  thought  with  him,  wa.<t  met  with  many  misgivinp 
from  some  who  thought  him  **  too  much  dispose<l  to  govern  the  world  according  to 
rules  of  logic." 

His  first  act  in  Congress  was  to  announce  the  death  of  Washington,  and  the  words 
of  the  resolutions  which  he  then  presented,  thouch  written  by  another,  meet  our  eyes 
on  every  hand,  **  First  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  conntoy- 
men."  It  was  like  Marshall  that  when  later  he  came  to  write  the  life  of  Washington, 
he  should  have  said  that  the  resolutions  were  presented  by  "  a  member  of  the  Hoose.*' 

In  that  House— the  last  Congress  that  sat  in  Philadelphia — he  met  the  abl^  m«i 
of  the  country.  New  member  as  he  was,  when  the  debate  involved  questions  of  law 
or  the  Constitution  he  was  confessedly  the  first  man  in  it.  His  speech  on  the  que»- 
tion  of  Nash's  surrender  is  said  to  be  the  only  one  ever  revised  by  him,  and,  as  it 
stands,  is  a  model  of  parliamentary  argument.  The  President  had  advised  the  sur- 
render of  the  prisoner  to  the  English  Government  to  answer  a  char«^  of  murder  on 
the  high  seas  on  board  a  British  man-of-war.  Popular  outcry  insisted  that  the  pris- 
oner was  an  American,  unlawfully  impressed,  and  that  the  death  was  caused  in  his 
attempt  to  regain  his  freedom,  and  though  this  was  untrue,  it  was  urged  that  as  the 
case  involved  principles  of  law,  the  question  of  surrender  was  one  for  judicial  and 
not  Executive  decision.  In  most  of  its  aspects  the  subject  was  conftMJsedly  new,  but 
it  wa^  exhausted  by  Marshall.  Not  every  case,  he  showed,  which  involves  principles 
of  law  necessiirily  came  before  the  courts ;  the  parties  here  were  two  nations,  who 
could  not  litigate  their  claims;  the  demand  was  not  a  case  for  judicial  cognizance; 
the  treaty  under  which  the  surrender  was  made  was  a  law  enjoining  the  performance 
of  a  particular  object ;  the  depfirtment  to  perform  it  was  the  Executive,  who,  under 
the  Constitution,  was  to  '*  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;"  and  even 
if  Congrcvss  hatl  not  yet  prescribed  the  particular  mode  by  which  this  was  to  be  done, 
it  was  not  the  less  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  execute  it  by  any  means  it  then  poe- 
sessed. 

There  was  no  answer  to  this,  worthy  the  name;  the  member  selected  to  answer  it 
sat  silent,  and  the  resolutions  which  Marshall  opposed  were  lost,  and  thus  the  power 
was  lodged  where  it  should  belong,  and  an  unwelcome  and  inappropriate  jurisdiction 
diverted  from  the  judiciary. 

The  session  was  just  over  when,  in  May,  the  President,  without  consulting  Kar* 
shall,  appointed  him  Secretary  of  War.  He  wrote  to  decline.  As  part  of  the  well- 
known  disruption  of  the  Cabinet  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  became  vacant,  and 
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Marshall  was  appointed  to  »Dd  accepted  it.  During  his  short  tenure  of  office  an  oc- 
casion  arose  for  the  display  of  his  bcHt  powers,  io  bis  dispatch  to  oiir  minister  to  Eng- 
land concerning  questions  of  p;reat  moment  under  our  treaty,  of  coutrabaud,  blockade, 
impreB^ment,  and  compensation  to  British  subject?*,  a  State  paper  not  surpassed  by 
any  in  the  archives  of  that  Department. 

The  autumn  of  ItiOO  witnessed  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Adams  for  the  Presidency  and  the 
resignation  of  Cliief  Justice  Ellsworth,  and.  at  Marshall's  suggestion,  Chief  Justice 
Jay  was  invited  to  return  to  his  former  poHition,  but  declined.  On  being  agaiu  con- 
salt-ed,  Marshall  urged  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Justice  Pat.tt^rtion,  then  on  the  Supreme 
Bench.  Some  said  that,  the  vacant  office  might  possibly  be  tilled  l)y  the  President  him- 
self after  the  3d  of  March,  but  Mr.  Adams  disclaimed  the  idea.  **  I  have  alreadv," 
wrote  he,  *'  by  the  nomination  to  this  office  of  a  gentleman  in  full  vigor  of  middle  life, 
in  the  full  habits  of  business,  and  whose  reading  in  the  science  of  law  is  fresh  in  his 
head,  put  it  wholly  out  of  my  power,  and  indeed  it  never  was  in  my  hopes  and  wishes,^' 
and  on  the  3l8t  of  January,  1801,  the  Presideut  requested  the  Secretary  of  War  **to 
execute  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  mo  far  as  to  affix  the  Hoal  of  the  IJnitod  States 
to  the  inclosed  coumiissiou  to  the  present  Secretary  of  State,  John  Marbhall  of  V^ir- 
ginia,  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States."     He  was  then  forty-six.  years  old. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  present  generation  to  appreciate  the  contrast'  between  the  Su- 
premo Court  to  which  Marshall  came  and  the  Supreme  Court  as  he  left  it;  the  con- 
trast is  scarcely  leas  between  the  Court  as  he  left  it  and  the  Court  of  to-day.  For  the 
tirsttinie  in  the  history  of  the  world  had  a  written  constitution  become  an  organic 
law  of  govt  rnment ;  ftjr  the  fir^t  time  waa  such  an  inRtrument  to  be  submitted  to  judg- 
ment. With  admirable  force  Mr.  Gladstone  has  said,  *' As  the  British  Constitution  is 
the  most  subtile  organism  which  has  proceeded  frdm  progressive  history,  so  the  Amer- 
ican Constitution  is  the  most  wonderful  work  ever  strucK  off  at  a  given  time  by  the 
brain  and  purpose  of  man."  On  that  subtle  and  unwritten  CouHtitution  of  England, 
the  professional  training  of  every  older  lawyer  in  the  country  had  been  based,  and  they 
had  learned  from  it  that  the  power  of  Parliaiiicnt  was  above  aud  beyond  the  judg- 
ments of  any  court  in  the  realm.  Though  this  Americau  Constitution  declared  in  so 
many  words  that  the  judicial  power  should  extend  to  **  all  eases  arising  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,*'  yet  it  was  difficult  for  men  S(»  trained  to 
conceive  how  any  law  which  the  Legislative  department  might  pass  and  the  Execu- 
tive approve  could  be  set  aside  by  the  mere  judgment  of  a  court.  There  was  no  pre- 
cedent for  it  in  ancient  or  modern  history.  Hence  when  tirst  this  question  was  sug- 
gested in  a  Federal  court,  it  was  received  with  grave  misgiving;  the  general  priuoiplea 
of  the  Constitution  were  not,  it  was  said,  to  be  regarded  as  rules  to  fetter  and  control, 
bat  as  matter  merely  declaratory  aud  directory ;  and  if  even  legislative  acts  directly 
contrary  to  it  should  be  void,  whose  was  the  power  to  declare  them  so  f 

Equally  without  precedent  was  every  other  question.  Those  who,  in  their  places 
as  legbila'tors,  had  fought  the  battle  of  State  sovereignty,  were  ready  to  urge  in  the 
courts  of  justice  that  the  Federal  Government  could  claim  no  powers  that  had  not 
been  delegated  to  it  in  ipaiasima  verba.  If  delegated  at  all,  they  were  to  be  contracted 
hv  construction  within  the  narrowest  limits.  Whether  the  right  of  Congress  to  pass 
all  laws  *'  necessary  and  proper  "  for  the  Federal  Government  was  not  restricted  to 
such  as  were  absolutely  indispensable  to  that  end ;  whether  the  right  of  taxation 
could  be  exercised  by  a  State  against  creations  of  the  Federal  Government ;  whether 
a  Federal  court  could  revise  the  judgment  of  a  State  court  in  a  case  arising  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States ;  whether  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment could  be  protected  against  State  interference ;  how  far  extende<l  the  power 
•f  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  within  the  States ;  how  far  to  regulate  foreign  com- 
merce as  against  State  enactment ;  how  far  extended  the  prohibition  to  the  States 
against  emitting  bills  of  credit — these  and  like  questions  were  absolutely  without  pre- 
c«lent. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  but  for  Marshall  such  questions  could  hardly  have 
been  solved  as  they  were.  There  have  been  great  judges  before  and  since,  but  none 
had  ever  such  opportunity,  and  none  ever  seized  and  improved  it  as  he  did.  For,  as 
was  said  by  our  late  President,  *'He  found  the  Constitution  paper,  and  he  made  it 
power ;  he  found  it  a  skeleton  and  clothed  it  with  flesh  and  blood.'^  Not  in  a  few, 
feeble  words  at  such  a  time  as  this  can  be  told  how,  with  easy  power  he  grasped  the 
momentous  questions  as  they  arose ;  how  his  great  statesmanship  lifted  them  to  a  high 
plane;  how  nis  own  clear  vision  pierced  clouds  which  caused  others  to  see  as  through 
a  glass  darkly,  and  how  all  that  his  wisdom  could  conceive  and  his  reason  could  prove 
was  backed  by  a  judicial  courage  nnequaled  in  history. 

.It  may  be  doubted  whether,  great  as  is  his  reputation,  full  justice  has  yet  been  done 
him.  In  his  interpretation  of  the  law,  the  premises  seem  so  undeniable,  the  reasoning 
60  logical,  the  conclusions  so  irresistible,  that  men  are  wont  to  wonder  that  there  had 
ever  been  any  question  at  all. 

A  single  instance — the  first  which  arose— may  tell  its  own  story.  Congress  had  given 
to  his  own  court  a  jurisdiction  not  within  the  range  of  its  powers  under  the  Constitu- 
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tton.  If  it  could  lawfully  do  this,  the  case  before  the  court  wm,  it  thought,  pkin. 
Whether  it  could,  said  the  court,  in  MarshalPs  words,  **  Whether  an  act  repugnant  to 
the  Conntitntion  can  become  the  law  of  the  land,  is  a  question  deeply  interesting  to 
the  United  States,  but,  happily,  not  of  an  intricacy  proportioned  to  its  interest;"  and 
in  these  few  words  was  the  demonstration  made :  *'  It  is  a  proposition  too  plain  to  be 
contested;  that  the  Constitution  controls  any  legislative  act  repugnant  to  it  or  that 
the  legislature  can  alt«r  the  Constitution  by  an  ordinary  act.  Between  these alteroa- 
tives  there  is  no  middle  ground.  The  Constitution  is  either  a  superior  paramount 
law,  unchangeable  by  ordinaiy  means,  or  it  is  on  a  level  with  ordinary  legislative  acts. 
and,  like  other  acts,  is  alterable  when  the  lesislature  shall  please  to  alter  it.  If  the 
former  part  of  the  alternative  be  true,  then  a  legislative  act  contrary  to  the  Constita- 
tion  is  not  law;  If  the  latter  part  be  true,  then  written  constitutions  are  abnurd  at- 
tempts on  the  part  of  the  people  to  limit  a  power  in  its  own  nature  illimitable.** 

Here  was  established  one  of  the  great  foundation  principles  of  the  Governnient,  and 
then  in  u  few  sentences,  and  for  the  first  time,  was  clearly  and  tersely  stated  the 
theory  of  the  Constitution  as  to  the  separate  powers  of  the  legislature  and  the  judi- 
ciary. If,  he  said,  its  theory  was  that  an  act  of  the  legislature  repufpant  to  it  wa« 
void,  such  an  act  could  not  bind  the  courts  and  oblige  them  to  give  it  effect.  This 
would  be  to  overthrow  in  fact  what  was  established  in  theory.  It  wan  of  the  ver; 
essence  of  judicial  duty  to  expound  and  interpret  the  law ;  to  det'Ormitie  which  ef  two 
conflicting  laws  should  pn'vail.  When  a  law  came  in  conflict  with  the  Constitotion. 
^^  .  the  judicial  department  must  decide  between  them.     Otherwise,  the  courts  must  clote 

^i^^O^      their  eyes  on  the  Constitution,  which  they  were  sworn  t4)  support,  and  see  only  the 

if^lT^\    law. 

4  ^■•*^^''  '^^       The  exposition  thus  be^un  was  continued  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  io  i 

%  ^i-'         series  of  judgments,  contained  in  many  volume's,  is  to  be  found  the  basis  of  what  it 
^»,|  to-day  the  constitutional  law  of  this  country.    Were  it  possible,  it  would  be  inappio* 

priate  to  follow  here,  with  whatever  profit,  the  processes  by  which  this  gnsat  work 
was  done.  The  least  approach  to  technical  analysis  would  demand  a  Mtateiuent  of  the 
successive  questions  as  they  arose,  eai-h  fraught  with  the  history  of  the  time  ande^li 
suggesting  illustrations  and  analogies  which* subsequent  time  has  develo]>eil.  It  mtj 
have  been  that  could  Marshall  have  foreseen  the  extent  to  which,  iu  some  iustaoces, 
his  conclusions  could  be  carried,  in  the  uncertain  future  and  under  such  vhollr 
changed  circumstances  as  no  man  could  then  conjecture,  he  would  possibly  haveqosh- 
tied  or  limited  their  application ;  Imt  the  marvel  is,  that  of  all  he  wmnght  in  the  field 
of  constitutional  labor  there  is  so  little  that  admits  of  even  question. 

But  besides  this,  there  was  much  more.  It  has  been  truly  said  of  him  that  he  wocld 
have  been  a  great  judge  at  any  time  and  in  any  country.  Great  In  the  sense  in  which 
Nottingham  and  Hardwicke  aN  to  equity  were  great;  in  which  Mansfield  as  to  com- 
mercial law  and  Stowell  as  to  admiralty  were  great— great  in  that,  with  little  pre- 
cedent to  guide  them,  they  produced  a  system  with  which  the  wisdom  of  snceeeaiog 
generations  has  found  little  fault  and  has  little  changed.  In  MarshalPs  court  there 
was  little  precedent  by  which  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  Indian  tribes  over  the 
land  which  had  once  been  theirs,  or  their  rights  as  nations  against  the  States  in 
which  they  dwelt ;  there  was  little  precedent  when,  beyond  the  seas,  the  heat  of  war 
had  produced  the  British  Orders  in  Council  and  the  retaliatory'  Berlin  and  Milan  De- 
crees ;  when  the  conflicting  rights  of  neutrals  and  belligerents,  of  captors  and  claim- 
ants, of  those  trading  under  the  flag  of  peace,  and  those  privateering  under  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal ;  when  the  efiect  of  the  judgments  of  foreign  tribunals;  when 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  sovereign  upon  the  high  seas — when  these  and  similar  qaestkni 
arose,  there  was  little  precedent  for  theirsolntion,  and  they  ha<l  to  be  considered  upon 
broad  and  general  pnnciples  of  jurisprudence,  and  the  result  has  been  a  eotir  for 
future  time. 

Passing  from  this,  a  word  must  be  said  as  to  his  judicial  conduct  when  sitting  apart 
from  his  brethien  in  his  circuit  courts.  Especially  when  presidin|^  over  trials  by  jarv 
his  best  personal  characteristics  were  shown  ;  the  dignity,  maintained  without  efion, 
which  forbade  the  possibility  of  unseemly  difterence,  the  q^uick  coraprehensioo.  the 
unfailing  patience,  the  prompt  ruling,  the  serene  impartiality,  and,  when  require*!, 
the  most  absolute  courage  and  independence  made  up  as  nearly  perfiw^t  a  judge  at 
Nisi  Prius  as  the  world  has  ever  known. 

One  instance  only  can  be  noticed  here.  The  story  of  Aaron  Burr,  with  all  ita  rwahtv 
and  all  its  romance,  must  always,  spite  of  much  that  is  repugnant,  fascinate  both  yonnc 
and  old.  When  in  a  phase  of  his  varied  life,  he  who  had  been  note«l,  if  not  fmmona,  as  a 
soldier,  as  a  lawyer,  as  an  orator,  who  had  won  the  reason  of  men  and  charmed  the  heard 
of  women,  who  had  held  the  highofficeof  Vice-President  of  the  United  Stat«s,  and  wlnwt 
hands  were  red  with  the  blood  of  Hamilton — when  he  found  himself  on  trial  for  his  lifr 
upon  the  charge  of  high  treason,  before  a  judge  who  was  Hamilton'a  dear  friewi  and 
a  jury  chosen  with  difficulty  from  an  excited  people,  what  wonder  that,  like  Cain,  hr 
felt  himself  singled  out  from  his  feUows,  and  coming  between  his  ooanael  and  the 
court)  exclaimed:  "Would  to  Qodthat  I  did  stand  on  the  same  groond  triih  an; 
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other  man ! "  And  yet  the  impartiality  which  marked  the  condnct  of  those  trials  was 
never  excelled  iu  history.  By  the  law  of  onr  mother  country  to  have  only  compassed 
and  imagined  the  Gk>verument's  sub  version  was  trea^iou;  but,  according  to  onr  Con- 
stitutioQ,  ''treason  against  the  United  States  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against 
them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,'^  and  can  it  be, 
said  Marnhall,  that  the  landing  of  a  few  men,  however  desperate  and  however  intent 
to  overthrow  the  government  of  a  State,  was  a  levying  of  war  f  It  might  be  a  con- 
spiracy, but  it  was  not  treason  within  the  Constitution — and  Burr's  accomplices  were 
discharged  of  their  high  crime.  And  upon  his  memorable  trial — that  strange  scene 
in  which  these  men,  the  prisoner  and  the  judge,  each  so  striking  in  appearance,  were 
confronted,  and  as  people  said,  ''two  such  pairs  of  eyes  had  never  looked  into  one 
another  before '' — upon  that  trial  the  scales  of  Justice  were  held  with  absolutely  even 
hand.  No  greater  display  of  judicial  skill  and  judicial  rectitude  was  ever  witnessed. 
No  more  eflSctive  dignity  ever  added  weight  to  judicial  language.  Outside  the  court 
and  through  the  country  it  was  cried  that  "the  people  of  America  demanded  a  con- 
viction,*' and  wirhin  it  all  the  pressure  which  counsel  dare4l  to  borrow  was  exerted  to 
this  end.  It  could  hardly  be  psssed  by.  '*  That  this  court  dares  not  usurp  power,  is 
most  true,"  began  the  last  Hues  of  Marshall's  charge  to  the  jury.  "That  this  court 
dares  not  shrink  from  its  duty,  is  not  less  true.  No  man  is  desirous  of  becoming  the 
peculiar  subject  of  calumny.'  No  man,  might  he  let  the  bitter  cup  pass  from  him 
withont  self-reproach,  would  drain  it  to  the  bottom.  Rnt  if  he  have  no  choice  in  the 
case,  if  there  be  no  alternative  presented  to  him  but  a  dereliction  of  duty  or  the  op- 
probrium of  those  who  are  denominated  the  world,  he  merits  the  contempt  as  well  as 
the  indiffnatiou  of  his  country,  who  can  hesitate  which  to  embrace."  That  counsel 
should,  he  said,  be  iiupatieiit  at  any  deliberation  of  ihe  court,  and  suspect  or  fear  the 
operation  of  motives  to  which  alone  they  could  ascribe  that  deliberation,  was  perhaps 
a  frailty  incident  t<>  human  nature,  "but  if  any  conduct  could  warrant  a  sentiment 
that  it  would  deviate  to  the  one  side  or  the  otheV  from  the  line  prescribed  by  duty  and 
by  law,  that  condnct  would  be  viewed  by  the.  judges)  themselves  with  an  eye  of  ex- 
treme sevt'rity.and  would  long  be  recollectetlwith  deep  and  serious  regrets." 

The  result  was  acquittal,  and  as  was  said  by  the  angry  counsel  for  the  Government, 
" Marshall  has  stepped  in  between  Burr  and  death!"  Though  the  disappointment 
was  extreme;  though  starting  from  the  level  of  excited  popiuar  feeling,  it  made  its 
way  u]>wanl  till  it  reache<l  tlie  dignity  of  grave  disaatislaction  expressed  in  a  Presi- 
dent's messaKft  to  Congress;  though  the  trial  led  t«  legislative  alteration  of  the  law, 
the  judge  was  unmoved  by  criticism,  no  matter  from  what  quarter,  and  was  content 
to  await  the  judgment  of  posterity  that  never,  iu  all  the  dark  history  of  State  trials, 
was  the  law,  as  tlien  it  stood  and  l)ound  both  parties,  ever  interpreted  with  more  im- 
partiality to  the  accuser  and  the  accused. 

Once  only  did  Marshall  enter  the  field  of  authorship.  Washington  had  bequeathed 
all  his  papers,  public  and  private,  to  his  favorite  nephew,  who  was  one  of  Marshall's 
associates  on  the  bench.  It  was  agreed  between  them  that  Judge  Washington  should 
contribute  the  material  and  that  Marshall  should  prepare  the  biography.  The  bulk 
of  papers  was  enormous,  and  Marshall  ha<l  just  taken  his  seat  on  the  bench  and  was 
deep  in  judicial  work.  The  task  was  done  under  severe  presHure,  and  ill  health  more 
than  once  interrupted  it ;  but  it  was  a  labor  of  love,  and  his  whole  heart  went  out  to- 
wards the  subject.  His  political  opponents  feared  that  his  strong  convictions, 
which  he  never  concealed,  would  now  l*e  tunuHl  to  the  account  of  his  party,  but  the 
writer  was  as  impartial  as  the  judge.  He  recalled  and  perpetuated  the  intrigues  and 
cabals,  the  disappointments  and  the  griefs  which,  equally  with  the  successes,  were  part 
of  Washington's  life ;  but  full  justice  was  done  to  those  men  whom  l)oth  Washington  and 
his  biographer  distrusted  and  opposed.  It  is  agreed  that  for  minuteness,  impartiality 
and  accuracy,  the  history  is  exceeded  by  none.  There  were  those  who  said  the  work  was 
colorless,  and  others  were  severe  by  reason  of  the  absolute  truth  which  became  their 
most  absolute  punishment,  hut  no  one's  judgment  was  as  severe  as  Marshall's  own, 
save  only  as  to  its  accuracy.  Once  only  was  this  seriously  questioned,  and  by  one  yf 
the  most  distinguished  of  his  opponents,  and  the  result  was  complete  vindication. 

It  in  matter  of  history  that  upon  Washington's  death  the  Housu  had  resolved  that  a 
marble  monument  should  be  erected  in  the  city  of  Washington,  "so  designed  as  to 
commemorate  the  great  events  of  his  military  and  political  life."  But,  as  Marshall 
tells  US,  '*that  those  great  event^t  should  be  commemorated  could  not  be  pleasing  to 
those  who  had  condemned,  and  continue<l  to  condemn,  the  whole  courMt*  of  his  admin- 
istration." The  resolution  was  postponed  iu  the  Senate  and  never  passed,  an<l  almost 
the  ooly  tinge  of  bittemes  in  his  pages  is  that  those  who  possessed  the  ascendency 
over  the  public  sentiment  employed  their  influence  "  to  impress  the  idea  that  the  only 
proper  monument  to  a  meritorious  citizen  was  that  which  the  people  would  erect  in 
their  affections."  This  he  wrote  iu  1807  and  repeated  in  1^^,  and  in  the  next  year 
the  people  resolved  that  this  should  no  longer  be.  The  National  Monument  Associa- 
tion was  then  formed,  and  Marshall  was  its  first  president.     Under  its  auspices,  and 
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with  the  aid,  long  after,  of  large  appropriations  by  Congress,  the  gigantic  colnmo 
within  our  sight  is  slowly  and  gradually  being  reared. 

Near  the  close  of  his  lite,  when  he  was  seventy-four  years  old,  Marshall  was  chosea 
a  member  of  the  convention  which  met,  in  1829,  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  It  was  a  remarkable  body.  The  beet  meu  of  the  State  wen^  there. 
Some  of  them  were  among  the  best  nien  in  the  country,  for  then,  as  always,  Virgiota 
had  been  proud  to  reai'  and  send  forth  men  whose  names  were  foremost  in  their 
country's  history.  Prominent  among  them  were  Madison,  Monroe,  and  MarehslL 
Even  then  party  spirit  ran  high.  Two  questions  in  particular,  the  banis  of  repre- 
sentation and  the  tenure  of  judicial  office,  distracted  the  convention  as  they  bad 
distracted  the  people.  Od  both  these  questions  Marshall  spoke  with  his  actus- 
tomed  dignity  and  not  less  than  his  accustomed  force,  and  his  words  were  listened 
to  with  reverent  respect.  Upon  the  subject  of  judicial  tenure  he  spoke  from  his  verr 
heart,  "  with  the  fervor  and  almost  the  authority  of  an  apostle."  He  knew  better 
thau  any  how  a  judge,  standing  between  the  powerful  and  the  powerlesA,  was  boand 
to  deal  justice  to  both,  and  that  to  this  eud  his  own  position  should  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  anything  mortal.  "  The  judicial  department,"  said  he,  **  comes  home  in  its 
effects  to  every  man's  fireside;  it  passes  on  his  property,  his  reputation,  his  life,  his 
all.  Is  it  not  to  the  last  <iegree  important  that  he  shouli  be  rendered  perfectly  aud 
completely  independcut,  with  nothing  to  control  him  but  God  and  his  conscience?" 
And  his  next  words  were  fraught  with  the  wisdom  ot  past  ages,  let  us  hope  not  with 
prophetic  foreboding:  "I  have  always  thought,  from  my  earliest  youth  till  now,  ihit 
the  greatest  scourge  an  angry  heaven  ever  inflicted  upon  an  ungrateful  and  a  sinning 
people  was  an  ignoraut,  a  corrupt,  or  adepeudt;ut  ju'ticiary." 

Something  has  here  been  said  of  Marshairs  inner  life  iu  its  earlier  jears,  and  no 
man's  life  was  ever  more  dear  to  those  around  him  than  was  his  from  its  beginning;  to 
its  alose.  His  singleness  and  f>implicity  of  character,  his  simplicity  of  living,  his  love 
for  the  young  and  respect  for  the  old,  his  deference  to  women,  hiH  courteous  besrinj^, 
his  tender  charity,  his  reluctance  to  conceive  offense  and  his  readiness  ^to  forgive  it, 
have  become  traditions  from  which  in  our  memories  of  him  we  interweave  m1  that 
we  most  look  up  to  with  all  that  we  take  most  nearly  to  our  hearts. 

As  the  eveuing  of  life  cast  its  long  shadows  before  him,  the  labor  and  sorrow  that 
come  with  four-score  years  were  not  allowed  to  pass  him  by.  Great  physical  soiFer- 
ing  came  to  him  ;  the  hours  not  absorbed  in  work  brought  to  him  menaoriesof  her 
whose  life  had  been  one  with  his  for  ^fty  years.  The  *^  ^reat  simple  heart,  too  brave 
to  be  ashamed  of  tears,"  was  too  brave  not  to  confess  that  rarely  did  he  go  thnragh  a 
night  without  shedding  them  for  her.  No  outward  trace  of  this  betrayed  itaelf,  bat 
lest  some  part  of  it  should,  all  unconsoionsly  to  himself,  impair  his  mental  force,  be 
begged  those  nearest  to  him  to  toll  him  in  plain  words  when  any  siflpia  of  failing 
should  appear.  But  the  steady  light  within  bnrned  brightly  t4>  the  last,  however 
waning  might  be  his  mortal  strength.  He  met  his  end,  not  at  his  home,  bat  sornMinded 
bv  those  most  dear  to  him.  As  it  drew  near  he  wrote  the  simple  inscription  to  be 
placed  upon  his  grave.  His  parentage,  his  marriage,  with  his  birth  and  death,  were 
all  he  wished  it  to  contain.  And  as  the  Ions  summer  dav  faded,  the  life  of  thisgTMt 
and  good  man  went  out,  and  in  the  words  of  his  church's  liturgy,  he  was  ''gathered  to 
his  fathers,  having  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience,  in  the  commnnion  of  the  cath- 
olic oh  urch,  in  the  oou  fidence  of  a  certai  n  faith,  in  the  comfort  of  a  reasonable,  religions, 
and  holy  hope,  in  favor  with  God,  and  in  perfect  charity  with  the  world." 

And  for  what  in  his  life  he  did  for  us,  let  there  be  lasting  memory.  He  and  the 
men  of  his  time  have  passed  away  ;  other  generations  have  succeeded  them ;  other 
phases  of  our  country's  growth  have  come  and  gone ;  other  trials,  greater  a  hundred 
fold  than  he  or  they  could  possibly  have  imagined,  have  jeoparded  the  nation's  life; 
but  still  that  which  they  wrought  remains  to  us,  secured  by  the  same  meaoa,  enfMced 
by  the  same  authority,  dearer  far  for  all  that  is  past,  and  holding  together  a  great,  an 
united  and  a  happy  people.  And  all  largely  because  he  whose  figure  ia  now  before 
us  has,  above  and  beyond  all  others,  t>anght  the  people  of  the  United  Statin,  in  words 
of  absolute  authority,  what  was  the  Constitution  which  they  ordained,  '*in  order  to 
form  a  more  nerfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for 
the  common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  hleasinga  of  liberty 
to  themselves  and  their  posterity." 

Wherefore  with  all  gratitude,  with  fitting  ceremony  and  ciroumstance ;  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  highest  in  the  land ;  in  the  presence  of  those  who  make,  of  those  who  ex- 
ecute, and  of  those  who  interpret  the  law ;  in  the  presence  of  those  deaceodanU  in 
whose  veins  flows  Marshall's  blood,  have  the  Bar  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  here  'set  up  this  semblance  of  his  living  form,  in  perpetnal  memory  of  the  honor. 
the  reverence,  and  the  love  which  the  people  of  his  conn  try  bear  to  the  great  Chief 
Justice. 

The  ceremonies  were  concladed  with  a  benedicdon  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  J. 
O.  Armstrong. 
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48th  Congress,  »  SENATE.  i  Ebport 

Ist  Session.       )  \  No.  545. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  14,  1884. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  MAia>EESON,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

EEPORT: 

[To  aooompany  bill  S.  391.] 

The  Committee  on  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (8. 391)  for  the  re- 
lief of  Wetmore  &  Brother^  of  Saint  Louis j  Mo,y  have  examined  the  same^ 
and  beg  leave  to  report: 

The  said  Wetmore  &  Brother,  it  appears  from  the  proofs  before  your 
committee,  were  attorneys  for  a  large  number  of  colored  men  who  had 
claims  for  bounty  against  the  Government,  growing  out  of  military 
services  rendered  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  For  some  cause,  to 
your  committee  unknown,  the  said  Wetmore  &  Brother  were  suspended 
from  practice  in  the  Second  Auditor's  Office  in  bounty  cases. 

When  thus  suspended,  the  Freedman's  Bureau  found  that  in  the 
County  cases  pending,  in  which  Wetmore  &  Brother  were  attorneys,  there 
were  due  attorneys'  fees  and  expenses  amounting  to  $415.50.  This 
amount  was  turned  into  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  by  the  late  chief 
disbursing  officer  of  the  Freedman's  Bureau.  Of  said  amount  there 
was  paid  to  Wetmore  &  Brother,  on  April  22,  1878,  under  instructions 
of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  $195.60,  and  the 
balance  ($220)  was,  on  April  25,  1878,  under  instructions  of  the  same 
officers,  covered  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  officials  of  the  Treasury  had  no 
right  to  withhold  from  attorneys  fees  which  had  been  properly  earned 
before  suspension ;  and  as  this  amount,  $220,  remains  in  the  Treasury 
apparently  earned  by  claimants  and  unclaimed  by  any  other  parties,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee  it  should  be  paid  to  the  claimants,  Wet- 
more &  Brother. 

Your  committee  therefore  report  back  the  bill  (S.  391)  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 
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48th  Congress,  >  SENATE.  (  Bbpobt 

Ut  Session.       i  \  No.  546. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  14,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Oamebon,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Claims,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  aocompany  bill  S.  389.] 

The  Committee  on  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (8.  389)  for  the 
relief  of  A.  L.  H.  Crenshaw^  have  carefully  considered  the  same^  and  re- 
port as  follows: 

In  September,  1863^  the  claimant  was  arrested  at  Independence,  Mo.^ 
by  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  charged  with  carrying  letters 
to  the  Confederate  forces.  He  was  confined  in  the  gnard-honseat  Inde- 
pendence four  days,  and  then  removed  to  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

While  in  the  guard-house  at  Kansas  City,  William  Logan  and  Gtoorge 
H.  Kingsley,  two  detectives  in  the  employ  of  the  district  provost  mar« 
shal,  who  had  access  to  the  guard-house,  by  threats  compelled  him  to 
give  them  bills  of  sale  for  all  his  property,  including  the  55  mules  for 
which  the  bill  provides  compensation.  Logan  got  the  mules  and  sold 
them,  and  after  they  had  passed  through  two  or  three  hands  they  were 
bougnt  in  the  regular  course  of  business  by  Clark,  Oruber  &  Co.,  of 
Leavenworth. 

Knowledge  of  this  affair  having  come  to  (General  Ewing,  then  in  com- 
mand of  that  military  district,  the  parties  concerned  were  arrested,  and 
one  of  them  tried  and  convicted.  The  mules  in  question  were  found  in 
the  possession  of  Clark,  Oruber  &  Co.,  bankers  of  high  standing,  who 
had  purchased  them  in  good  faith. 

Pending  an  investigation  of  the  title  to  them,  Oeneral  Ewing  took  a 
bond  from  Clark,  Oruber  &  Co.,  by  which  they  bound  themselves  to  de- 
liver the  mules  to  the  military  authorities  on  demand.  Soon  after  Gen* 
oral  Ewing  was  transferred  from  that  district  the  investigation  of  title 
was  stopped,  and  the  mules  were  finally  sold  by  Clark,  Oruber  &  Oo.^ 
and  the  money  received  appropriated  by  them. 

The  Oovemment  was  never  in  possession  of  the  mules.  The  United 
Btates  was  not  responsible  for  the  torts  of  the  dishonest  detectives* 
The  mules  were  never  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Oovemment.  An 
attempt  was  made  by  the  military  authorities  to  redress  Crenshaw's 
wrongs.  That  it  failed  did  not  make  the  Oovemment  responsible  for 
them. 

The  committee  have,  besides,  grave  doubts  of  Crenshaw's  loyalty* 
They  report  back  the  bill  and  recommend  that  it  do  not  pass. 
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48th  Congress,  \  SENATE.  j  Eepobt 

Ut  Session.       I  I  No.  547. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  14, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  priDted. 


Mr.  HoAB,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bills  S.  1073  and  2209.] 

The  Committee  on  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (8, 1073) /or  the 
relief  of  Joseph  H.  Maddox  and  others^  have  considered  the  same^  and 
res]^fully  report : 

The  act  of  July  2, 1864,  provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  approval  of  the  President,  might  authorize  agents  to  purchase 
for  the  United  States  any  products  of  States  declared  in  insurrection, 
at  such  places  as  shall  be  designated  by  him.  Under  this  act  one  H.  A. 
Eisley  was  appointed  a  special  agent  with  the  powers  therein  prescribed. 
Eisley  made  a  contract  with  the  claimant,  who  was  a  loyal  citizen  of  a 
State  not  in  rebellion,  for  the  purchase  of  certain  tobacco,  turpentine, 
and  rosin,  situate  in  tne  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  which 
products  he  agreed  to  purchase  and  to  deliver  at  certain  points  within 
the  national  lines.  Thereafter,  on  Risley's  application,  President  Lin- 
coln signed  the  following  safe-conduct: 

Executive  Mansion,  November  17,  1864. 
'  An  antborized  agent  of  tbe  Treasury  Department  baving,  witb  tbe  approval  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  contracted  for  tbe  products  above  mentioned,  and  tbe  par- 
ties having  a^eed  to  sell  and  deliver  tbe  same  to  tlie  said  agent,  it  is  ordered  tbat 
products  moving,  in  compliance  witb  and  for  fulfillment  of  said  contract,  and  being 
transported  to  said  agent,  or  under  bis  direction,  sball  be  free  from  seizui'e  and  de- 
tention by  any  officer  of  tbe  Government,  and  commanders  of  military  departments, 
districts,  posts,  and  detacbmeuts,  naval  stations,  gunboats,  flotillas,  and  deets  will 
observe  tbis  order,  and  give  tbe  said  B.  F.  Camp,  J.  H.  Maddox,  and  D.  P.  Parr,  tbeir 
agents  and  transports,  m*'-  and  unmolented  passage,  for  tbe  purpose  of  gettiug  said 
products  or  any  part  tbereof  tbroogb  tbe  lines^  safe-condnct  tbrougb  ourIiu«s,  ex- 
cepting blockaded  lines,  wbile  tbe  same  are  moving,  witb  strict  compliance  witb  reg- 
ulations of  tbe  Secr:tary  of  tbe  Treasury,  and  for  tbe  fulfillmeut  of  said  contract 
with  tbe  agent  of  tbe  Government. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

The  claimant  thereupon  purchased  a  large  quantity  of  tobaci^o  within 
the  rebel  lines  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Part  of  s^^id  tobacco  was  cap- 
tured by  the  United  States  and  converted  to  its  use  wbile  it  was  being 
transported  to  its  destination  under  said  contract,  and  the  remainder, 
being  in  storage  in  the  city  of  Kichroond,  was  after  the  capture  of  tliat 
city  partly  approi)riated  to  the  use  of  tbe  United  States  and  partly 
destroyed  by  fire  at  the  time  of  such  ca[)ture.  Subsequently  the  claim- 
ant filed  a  petition  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  claiming  damages  for  an 
alleged  breach  of  said  con ti  act  by  reason  of  said  facts.  Upon  said 
petition  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  held  on  appeal,  that  the 
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Treasury  ageut,  Bisley,  had  no  authority  to  enter  into  the  aforesaid 
contract ;  that  the  same  was  illegal ;  and  that  the  statute  only  author- 
ized the  agent  of  the  Government  to  buy  directly  from  rebels,  but  did 
Bot  authorize  him  to  contract  with  loyal  citizens  who  were  not  owners 
of  the  articles  to  be  delivered,  and  did  not  authorize  them  to  deal  with 
rebels  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  property  to  be  sold  to  the  agents  of 
the  United  States. 

The  claimant  now  applies  to  Congress  for  relief.  He  urges  that,  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  and  Secretary  Fessenden  having  put. upon  the  statute  a 
construction  which  would  make  his  proceeding  lawful,  justice  requires 
that  Congress  should  relieve  him  from  the  pentQty  which  he  has  suffered 
from  a  course  of  proceeding  iuto  which  he  was  misled  by  such  authority. 

It  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  Risley  that  he  was  i>ersonaIly  ac- 
quainted with  the  claimant,  who  resided  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  wd 
that  President  Lincoln  was  well  acquainted  with  the  claimant  and  his 
place  of  residence,  and  expressed  himself  as  being  anxious  that  he 
should  have  all  the  facilities  allowed  by  the  act  of  Congress  for  getting 
in  and  delivering  said  products  in  pursuance  of  said  contract,  and  that 
he  (Bisley)by  the  express  direction  of  the  President,  only  contracted 
with  persons  of  known  and  approved  loyalty,  who  were  known  or  repre- 
sented as  having  the  ability,  financially  and  otherwise,  to  carry  oat 
their  contracts ;  that  it  was  never  understood  or  represented  that  the 
contracting  parties  actually  owned  the  products  at  the  time  of  entering 
into  the  contracts,  but  they  knew  of  parcels  and  lots  of  sirch  products 
that  they  could  obtain,  and  in  many  cases  they  had  acquired  possession 
or  control  of  the  products,  and  the  President  and  deponent  wereassured 
by  the  contracting  parties,  and  letters  and  evidence  they  would  pro- 
duce, of  their  ability  to  obtain  and  bring  in  products,  and  there  was 
reasonable  expectation  that  they  would  perform  their  contracts  in  whole 
or  in  part,  and  that  the  Government  would  be  benefit^  by  the  tTans- 
action. 

It  appears  further,  from  Bisley's  affidavit,  that  President  Lincoln  ex- 
pressed himself  as  anxious  to  aid  Maddox  and  furnish  him  all  lawful 
and  proper  facilities  in  the  execution  of  his  contract,  on  account  of  vain- 
able  aid  rendered  the  Union  cause  in  the  State  of  Maryland  by  the  ssud 
Maddox. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  think  Maddox  had  a  right  to  rely  up(m 
the  construction  put  upon  the  statute  by  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Fessenden,  under  whose  direction  and.  authority 
Bisley  is  shown  to  have  acted. 

We  recommend  that  Senate  bill  No.  1073  be  indefinitely  postponed, 
and  that  the  accompanying  bill  pass. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  14, 1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Miller,  of  Oalifomia,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belations^ 

submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Philip  Schatzle,  of  Germany,  have  had  the  same  nnder  consider- 
ation and  beg  leave  to  report  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  petition  which^ 
if  traly  stated,  places  the  United  States  under  any  obligation  to  appro- 
priate money  for  the  support  of  the  petitioner. 

The  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 
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^ 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Hat  14, 1884.— Ordeied  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Cahden,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  aooompaDy  bill  S.  1367.] 

The  Oammittee  on  PensionSj  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {8. 1367)  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Sarah  L.  Wetter^  have  examined  the  samSj  and  the  papers 
theretvith  submitted^  a/nd  report : 

The  petitioner  states  that  she  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Wetter,  who  en- 
listed in  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  April  30, 1861,  and 
that  her  husband  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  August,  1862,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  loss  of  his  right  leg. 

The  petitioner  claims  that  her  husband,  who  was  pensioned  for  his 
disability,  died  on  the  16th  of  January,  1883,  from  a  lump  on  his  back, 
caused  by  hard  falls  and  the  friction  of  the  straps  by  which  his  artificial 
leg  was  suspended,  aided  by  the  imperfect  circulation  of  the  blood  occa- 
sioned by  the  loss  of  the  leg. 

Dr.  J.  Frank  Boss  certifies  that  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was 
colloid  cancer,  which,  he  believes,  resulted  from  friction  of  the  straps  by 
which  his  artificial  leg  was  suspended,  and  by  the  .imperfect  circulation 
of  blood  caused  by  the  loss  of  his  leg. 

The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  rejected  the  claim  on  the  ground  that 
<*  colloid  cancer,  which  caused  the  soldier's  death,  was  not  due  to,  nor 
connected  with  the  service.''d 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  soldier's  death,  resulting, 
as  it  did,  from  cancer  more  than  twenty  jears  after  the  date  of  the  am- 
putation  of  his  leg,  cannot  be  attributed  in  this  case,  more  than  in  many 
other  cases,  to  the  loss  of  a  limb,  and  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  estab- 
lish  such  a  precedent,  except  upon  evidence  which  clearly  establishes 
the  fact  that  death  was  the  direct  result  of  the  wound. 

Tour  committee  therefore,  report  adversely,  and  recommend  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bitl. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  14,  1884.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  DoLPH,  from  the  (3ommittee  on  Olaims,  8ubmitte<l  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bills  8.  511,  655,  and  2191.] 

Tour  committeej  to  which  were  refen-ed  the  bills  S.  511, /or  the  relief  of 
the  State  of  Oregon  ;  8.  655,  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of  Nevada  ;  and  S. 
2191,  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of  California^  respectfully  reports :    • 

That  it  is  proposed  by  said  bills  to  authorize  and  direct  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  States  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Nevada 
the  following  amounts,  namely :  Oregon,  $5,271.10;  Nevada,  $688.90 ; 
California,  $37,191.11;  being  15  per  cent,  of  the  amounts  apportioned 
to  the  said  States,  respectively,  of  the  direct  tax  of  $20,000,000  imposed 
by  act  of  Congress  of  August  5, 1861,  upon  the  United  States. 

That  the  amounts  of  said  direct  tax  apportioned  to  said  States  of  Cal- 
ifornia, Oregon,  and  Nevada  were  as  follows:  California,  $247,941.13; 
Oregon,  $35,140.67:  Nevada,  $4,592.67. 

It  was  provided  by  the  fifty-third  section  of  said  act  that  any  State 
might  lawfhlly  assume,  collect,  assess,  and  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the. 
United  States  the  direct  tax,  or  its  quota  thereof,  in  its  own  way  and 
manner,  and  that  any  State  which  should  give  notice  by  its  governor  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  Second  Tuesday  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  and  in  each  succeeding  year  thereafter,  of  its  intention  to 
assume  and  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  direct  tax 
imposed  by  said  act,  should  be  entitled  to  a  deduction  of  15  per  cent, 
upon  such  portion  of  the  tax  as  should  be  paid  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  June  in  the  year  to  which  such  tax  payment  related. 

The  States  of  California  and  Oregon  and  the  Territory  of  Nevada,  at 
the  first  session  of  their  respective  legislative  assemblies  after  the  im-. 
position  of  said  tax,  assumed  and  made  provision  for  the  collection  of 
the  same. 

The  State  of  California,  by  the  first  section  of  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lative assembly  of  that  State,  approved  April  12,  186 ',  provided  for  an 
annual  tax  of  15  cents  upon  each  $100  in  value  of  all  the  property  in 
the  State  liable  to  taxation,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  quota  of  said 
ilirect  tax  apportioned  to  that  State;  and  by  the  tenth  section  of  said 
act  directe  1  the  treasurer  of  the  State  to  pay  over  to  the  assistant  treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  each  month,  all  moneys  in  the  State  treasury  belonging  to  the 
Pedeial  Tax  Fund,  not  exceeding  in  each  fiscal  year  the  quota  of  the 
<lirect  tax  allotted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress  after  retaining  there- 
from the  deduction  allowed  by  the  said  act  of  Congress  to  the  State,  in 
lieu  of  compensation,  pay,  per  diem,  and  percentage. 

By  the  first  section  of  an  act  passed  by  the  legislative  as^eo 
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the  State  of  Oregoo,  approved  October  20, 1862,  the  sum  of  t35,140.66| 
was  appropriated  for  the  payment  to  the  United  States  of  the  amoant 
of  said  direct  tax  apportioned  to  that  State,  and  by  section  2  of  mi 
act  the  Srnte  treasurer  was  authorized,  whenever  the  proper  officer  of 
the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States  should  draw  upon  the 
State  therefor,  to  pay  the  sum  of  $10,000,  and  to  pay  the  further  sum 
of  $25,I40.0C§  upon  like  draft  at  any  time  after  the  first  of  March,  1863. 

Tbe  Territory  of  Nevada,  by  an  act  of  the  legislative  assembly  of 
said  Territory,  approved  November  29, 1861,  provided  tor  the  levying 
and  collecting  of  a  special  tax  of  one  mill  on  each  dollar  of  the  taxable 
property  in  the  Territory  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  quota  of  said 
direct  tax  apportioned  to  said  Territory,  and  by  section  3  of  said  act 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Territorial  treasurer,  upon  demand  of  the  proper 
officer,  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  the  amooDt 
due  from  the  Territory  under  the  said  act  of  Congress. 

Your  committee  is  not  intbrmed  why  the  quota  of  said  States  and 
Territory  was  not  collected  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said 
acts.  The  full  amount  of  said  tax  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasur}'  of 
the  United  States,  and  without  cost  to  the  United  States,  but  the  same 
was  paid  after  the  time  specified  in  said  act  of  Congress  witinn  which 
the  payment  would  have  entitled  them  to  the  deduction  of  15  per  oeot 

It  is  concede<l  that  said  States  have  no  legal  claim  to  the  deductioD 
asked  for,  but  it  is  contended  that  as  the  United  States  has  not  beeo 
put  to  the  expense  of  collecting  said  tax,  said  States  should  be  reim- 
bursed to  the  extent  proposed  by  tbe  bills  under  consideration.  Con- 
gress  has  adopted  this  view  of  the  question  and  has  refunded  to  the 
State  of  Kansas  15  per  cent^  of  the  amount  of  such  direct  tax  paid  by 
her  under  similar  circumstances.  Such  repayment  was  authorized  by 
tbe  following  clause  of  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill  of  August  5, 
1882: 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  State  of  KaneaA  15  per  eeot. 
of  the  amoaot  of  her  qnota  of  the  direct  tax  of  1661  on  account  of  pro|>er  costn  for 
assntniag  the  ooUeotion  of  the  same,  $10,761.50. 

Tour  committee  submits  herewith  a  letter  from  tbe  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  report  of  the  First  Ck>mptit>ller 
of  the  Treasury  of  March  28, 1 882.  and  the  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  referred  to  therein,  all  relating  to  the  pajrment 
to  the  State  of  Kansas  of  the  15  x>er  cent,  of  her  quota  of  said  direct 
tax. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  claims  of  the  States  of  Cal- 
ifornia, Oregon,  and  Nevada  for  the  repayment  of  15  per  cent,  of  the 
direct  tax  paid  by  them  are  as  meritorious  as  was  the  claim  of  the  State 
of  Kansas,  and  that  the  equitable  principle  of  equality  requires  tbe  hke 
consideration  of  the  claims  of  said  States  by  Congress. 

Your  committee  therefore  reports  the  accompanying  amendment  to 
the  deficiency  appropriation  bill  as  a  substitute  for  said  bills  S.  511,  S. 
655,  and  S.  2191. 


Treasury  Department, 

April  19, 18S4. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  15th  instant,  requesting 
information  in  relation  to  the  payment  to  the  State  of  Kansas  of  15  per 
centum  of  her  quota  of  the  direct  tax  of  1861, 1  have  the  honor  to  inelott 
herewith  copy  of  the  report  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  March  28,  IS&i 
upon  the  subject,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  chairman  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  March  31,  lSS2^,g^^^^^^^(^QQQl(> 
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I  would  also  invite  your  attention,  in  this  connection,  to  the  inclosed 
copy  of  letter  of  the  Eegister  of  the  Treasury  of  the  18th  instant,  ^ving 
the  aggregate  amounts  that  have  been  covered  into  the  Treasury  on 
account  of  direct  tax  to  the  credit  of  the  several  States  and  Territories 
and  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  a  deduction  of  15  per  centum  was 
not  allowed  under  the  act  of  August  5,  I86I. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  J.  FOLGER, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  J.  N.  DOLPH, 

United  States  Senate. 


Tbeabubt  Depabtbient, 

FmsT  Comptroller's  Office, 
Washingtonj  D.  C,  March  28, 1882. 
Sib  :  By  your  reference  to  this  office  of  the  23d  instant,  1  have  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  under 
date  of  the  2l8t  instant  by  Robert  J.  Stevens,  clerk  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  he  states 
that  by  direction  of  the  committee  he  incloses  to  you  a  paper  submitted 
to  them,  being  the  form  of  a  clause  proposed  to  be  embraced  in  the  sun- 
dry civil  bill — 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Kansas  fifteen  per 
oentnm  of  the  amonntof  her  quota  of  the  direct  tax  provided  for  by  the  act  of  August 
5,  1861,  as  an  equitable  settlement  of  the  oobt  for  assuming  the  collection  of  the  same. 

He  ftirther  states  that  the  committee  requests  that  you  will  have  the 
application  examined  and  returned  to  the  committee,  with  flill  informa- 
tion and  your  recommendation  thereupon.  Your  reference  to  this  office 
is  for  report. 

All  of  the  facts  necessary  to  a  complete  understanding  of  this  sub- 
ject will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  my  annual  report.  The  material 
facts  may  be  thus  stated:  The  act  of  Congress  of  August  5,  1861, 
(12  Stats.,  292),  imposed  a  direct  tax  of  $20,000,000  opon  the  United 
States  and  apportioned  the  same  to  the  States  respectively,  including 
$71,743.33  to  the  State  of  Kansas.  The  fifty-third  section  of  the  act  pro- 
\ide8  that  any  State  may  lawfully  assume,  assess,  collect,  and  pay  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  direct  tax,  or  its  quota  thereof, 
in  its  own  way  and  manner.  And  it  is  provided  (12  Stats.,  311)  that 
any  State  which  shall  give  notice  by  the  governor  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  or  before  the  second  Tuesday  of  February,  1862,  and 
in  each  succeeding  year  thereafter,  of  its  intention  to  assume  and  pay 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  direct  tax  imposed  by  this 
act,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  deduction  of  15  |)erceut.  on  the  quota  of 
direct  tax  apportioned  to  such  State,  levi(>d  and  collected  by  snch  State 
through  its  officers,  provided  that  the  deduction  shall  only  be  made  to 
apply  to  such  part  of  the  sum  as  shall  have  been  actually  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  June 
in  the  year  to  which  such  payment  relates ;  and  the  act  provided  for 
collecting  the  tax  through  officers  of  tho  United  States,  in  case  the 
same  should  not  be  paid  by  any  State.  Under  this  act,  on.  the  29th  of 
May,  1868,  the  then  First  Comptroller  admitted  and  certified  that  $71,- 
743.a3  are  due  and  payable  from  the  State  of  Kansas  to  the  United 
States.  The  State  was  accordingly  charged  in  the  Register's  office 
with  this  sum.  In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  July  27, 1861,  to  indemnify 
the  States  for  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  defense  of  the  United 
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States  (12  Btats.,  276),  the  State  of  Kansas  filed  claims  in  the  Treasoiy 
Departineut  in  April,  1802,  on  which  there  was  allowed  September  20, 
1867.  $9,360.82,  which  was  placed  to  the  creilit  of  the  State  on  account 
of  the  direct  tax  charged  to  it  a^  aforesaid.  On  the  22d  of  Jnne,  188L 
$26,604.05  were  credited  to  the  State  of  Kansas  for  expenses  incarred 
by  that  State  under  the  act  of  July  27, 18(il.  The  deficiency  appropria- 
tion act  of  March  3, 1881 ,  appropriated  for  the  State  of  Kansas  for  amount 
due  of  the  5, 3,  and  2  per  cent  funds  to  States  from  the  preceeds  of  sales  of 
lands,  $  190,268.27.  Of  this  sum  there  was  credited  to  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas, on  the  charge  against  it  for  direct  tAxes,  about  June  23,  1881, 
$35,778.46,  and  the  residue  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  act  of  Mansh 
3,  1881,  was  paid  to  the  State  of  Kansas.  The  direct  tax  thus  charged 
to  the  State  of  Kansas  was  paid  by  the  three  sums  named,  to  wit, 
$9,360.82  and  $26,604.05  for  exiienses  incurred  by  the  State  in  defense 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  of  July  27,  1861,  and  $35,77^46  oat 
of  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1881. 

The  purpose  of  the  clause  proposed  to  be  embraced  in  the  sundry  civil 
bill  is  to  allow  to  the  State  of  Kansas  15  per  cent,  on  these  Uuree 
sums,  making  $10,761.49.9,  or  as  stated  in  the  bill,  $10,761.50.  From 
this  it  will  be  seen  that  as  the  law  now  stands  the  State  of  Kansas  has 
no  legal  claim  to  this  payment.  The  only  question,  I  suppose,  there- 
fore to  be  determined  is,  whether  the  State  has  a  claim  founded  upon 
principles  of  substantial  equity  and  justice  which  ought  to  be  allowed 
by  Congress.  I  learned  informally  that  yon  desired  an  expression  of 
my  opinion  upon  this  question. 

In  favor  of  the  payment  of  this  sum  to  the  State  of  Kansas  it  may 
with  i>reat  propriety  and  force  be  urged,  that  the  United  States  has  not 
been  put  to  the  expense  of  collecting  the  tax  fh)m  the  citizens  or  prop- 
erty in  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  that  the  amount  has  been  paid  with- 
out this  expense  to  the  United  States,  and  that,  therefore,  the  State 
should  be  reimbursed  to  this  extent.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be 
urged  that  other  States  paid  years  since,  whereas  the  State  of  Kiuisas 
has  delayed  its  payment.  It  may  properly  be  said,  howcTer,  I  think, 
that  if  the  General  Government  chose  to  omit  collecting  the  tax  from 
the  citizens  or  property  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  it  is  no  fault  of  the 
State  or  its  citizens,  and  that  no  complaints  can  properly  be  made  on 
that  score  by  the  General  Government.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  if 
the  United  States  had  taken  the  necessary  steps  at  an  earlier  date  to 
C3llect  this  tax,  it  would  have  been  collected;  and  if  the  offi<;^:B of  the 
General  Government  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  press  an  earlier  pay- 
ment, the  State  should  not  be  charged  with  any  failure  or  delinquency 
on  that  account. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  this  claim  by  the  Stat©  of  Kansas  for 
reimbursement  to  the  extent  of  $10,761.50  is  supported  by  strong  con- 
siderations of  equity  and  justice.  It  is  proper  to  say  that  if  Congress 
shall  make  this  approi>riatiou  a  similar  appropriation  will  doubtless  be 
be  asked  in  behalf  of  other  States. 

On  the  25th  instant  I  requested  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  give 
me  information  as  to  the  sums  which  had  been  covered  into  the  Treas* 
ury  on  account  of  the  direct  tax  to  the  creilit  of  the  several  States  where 
the  tax  of  15  per  cent,  was  not  allowed  under  the  act  of  August  5, 1861 ; 
and  under  date  of  the  27th  I  received  from  him  a  letter  on  this  subject, 
which  is  herein  inclosed.  This  shows  that  the  several  States  and, Ter- 
ritories have  been  credited  to  the  amount  of  $5,483,588.57,  without  an 
allowance  of  15  per  cent.  I  learn,  informally,  that  the  reconls  in  the 
Register's  office  do  not  show  how  much  of  this  gross  sum  arises  from  ex- 
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penses  incarred  by  tlie  States  iu  defense  of  the  United  States  under  the 
act  of  Congress  of  July  27,  1861  (12  Stats.,  276),  nor  how  much  of  it 
conies  from  other  sources.  It  seems  to  me  proper,  however,  that  atten- 
tion should  be  called  to  the  fact  that  claims  will  doubtless  be  made  by 
other  States,  if  this  appropriation  should  be  made  in  favor  of  the  State 
of  Kansas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stevens  with 
its  inclosnre  and  the  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Assistant  Register 
of  the  27th  instant ;  also  my  annual  report,  the  appendix  to  which  gives 
more  at  large  the  facts  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of  this  sub- 
ject. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  LAWRENCE, 

Comptroller. 
Hod.  Charles  J.  Folger, 

/Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office, 

Apnl  18, 1884. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  aggregate 
amounts  that  have  been  covered  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  direct 
tax  to  the  credit  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  where  a  deduction  of  15  per  centum  was  not  allowed  under 
act  of  August  5,  1861  (12  Stat.,  sec.  53),  as  appears  from  the  books  of 
this  ofBce : 

Alabama $8,491  46 

Arkansas 184.082  18 

California 247.941  13 

Colorado 1.616  89 

'Delaware 70.332  8:« 

District  of  Colombia 49,437  3:1 

Florida    43,529  81 

Georgia 71,407  75 

Kannas 71,743  33 

Lonisiana 268,515  12 

Mississippi 74,742  57 

Nebraska 19,312  00 

Nevada 4,592  67 

NeVir  Mexico 62,648  00 

North  Carolina 386,194  45 

Oregon 35,140  67 

Sonth  Carolina :m,96l  30 

Tennessee 387,722  06 

Texas 130,008  06 

Virginia 515,569  72 

Washington 4,268  16 

Wisconsin 166,887  13 

Total 3,182,044  62 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  P.  TITCOMB, 

Acting  Register. 
Hod.  Ghas.  J.  Folgbb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

*  Addditional  amount  allowed  State  on  compromise,  $4,350.50. 
S.  Rep.  550=2 
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